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BE  11  Ufc;Ml:.MUi-:RED,  That  on  the  fiflU  day  of  Feb' 
ruary,  in  the  forty-first  ye«r  of  the  Independence  of  the 
£iSitL.3  United  States  of  Amertcs,  a.  m  1817,  GeneralJamcs  Wil- 
kinson, of  the  said  District,  hath  deposited  in  this  Ofticc 
the  title  of  u  i3ook,  the  right  whereof  he  daims  as  Author,  in  the 
words  following",  to  wit: 

*'  Memoirs  of  my  own  Times.   By  General  James  ^VUkmson. 

■  Remember  that  the  wnys  of  Heaven, 

Though  dark,  arc  just:  that  oft  some  guardian  power. 

Attends  unseen,  to  save  the  hmocent! 

But  if  high  Heaven  deeftea  oar  lkU«>-0  let  oi 

Firmly  await  the  itTokef  |iM|Mfed  alike 

To  live  or  die. 

*■        Buuw.^^s  Bab&ai^ossa. 

For  patriots  stH!  must  fall  for  statesmen's  nfetj. 
And  perish  by  the  country  they  presenre* 

Satavb. 

IntteaVpUHMM*** 

In  conformity  to  the  act  of  the  Congrest  of  the  United  States, 
itttituied,     An  aet  for  the  encouragement  of  learning,  by  sccurm[|p 

the  copies  of  maps,  charts,  and  hocjk*;,  it)  th^  authors  and  propri- 
etors of  such  copies  during  the  times  therein  mentioned:*'  And 
all*  to  the  act*  entitled,  "  An  act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled, 
*  An  aet  for  the  eneomragement  of  learning,  by  securing  the  copies 

of  map"?,  rhnrts,  and  bonks,  to  the  axilhnrs  and  proprietors  of  such 
copies  during' tlie  times  therein  mt  lUu^iu  d,"  and  extending  tl)e  be- 
nefits tliereof  to  the  arts  of  deaignxng,  engraving,  and  etching  his- 
torical end  other  prints.** 

D.  CAl.DWET.L, 
Clerl;  of  the  District  of  Peunsy  Iraai a . 
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TO  TBB 

CITIZENS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


AFT£E  ikt  imMui  devotion  of  Um  b«t  UciAtkB  of 
my  youth  and  my  age,  to  the  service  of  oor  comon 

country  ;  and  after  tlie  cruel  por^cutioiis  I  have  suffered 
in  ynogp  ntoi^  bot  witiMNit  yonr  ant^rityf  to  siwtify 
personal  revenge,  and  promote  the  sinister  policy  of 
wicked  and  ambitious  men  ^  as  a  testiUMny  of  my  uuim- 
paired  conftdonoo  in  that  jaatiee  and  nagnanimity^  whidi 
jiever  errs  except  when  deceived*  tb^e  Mcnioit-i»  arc  re- 
spectfiiJJy  dedicated^  by 

Yonr  fellow  mmnf 

and  Idlovv  citizen^ 

JAMES  WILKINSON. 
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INTRODUCTION.. 


THESE  Memoirs  arc  oflfered  to  the  indulgent  con- 
sideration of  the  reader^  witli  jh>  otficr  a]>i)loi^y  for  tlair 
imperfections,  than  Uie  assurance^  tUat  tiiej  must  be  at- 
tributed rattier  to  «  want  of  competent  powers  titan  a 
ftilore  of  ml  in  their  author. 

Military,  more  than  any  other  clam  of,  men  are  expos- 
ed to  the  jealousy,  resentment,  or  caprice  of  rulers.  Re- 
mote rrooi  the  scenes,  where  power  and  iniluencc  struggle 
Sigalnst  each  otiier  for  superiorityy  thejr  ars  frefjucntly  re- 
sorted tOy  as  theaacrificss  necessary  to  concaal  the  intrigues 
%r  incapacity  of  a  cabinet ;  nnder  strong  excitements  the 
imagination  too  often  usurps  the  province  of  reason,  and 
expet  tation,  liowevep  tinned  with  extravagance,  roust  to  a 
certain  i^xient  be  satisfied,  or  disappointment)  and  in  some 
instances  reprobation^  wili  be  the  consequences ;  a  sacrifice 
must  be  mttdo  to  appease  popnlar  clamour,  and  be  who 
plana  or  he  who  executes  must  fall.  The  minister  is  pro- 
tected by  executive  patronage,  and  the  general  of  conse- 
quence is  selected  as  the  convenient  victim. 

The  intentions,  the  integritjr,  and  independence  of  my 
pen  wilJf  I  Impe,  defend  its  hnmble  productions  from  tho 
nnmerited  fiate  of  Its  penecnted  master.  I  am^  however, 
sensible,  that  the  anticipations  excited  by  these  Memoirs, 
may  be  unpropitious  to  their  effect,  interspersed  even  as 
they  are  with  public  documents  and  official  correspondence 
of  interestii^  character;  yet  I  do  promise  myself  thnt  ftie 
tranaactionsj  anecdotes,  facts,  and  reflection^  which  I  re- 
cord^ will  not  be  deemed  altogether  unworthy  the  attention 
sC  the  citizen,  the  soldier,  the  patriot,  and  the  statesman. 

The  motives  which  gave  birth  to  these  Memoirs  arc 
set  forth  in  the       chapter  of  this  volume.  To  exhibit 
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Vi  INTRODULTION. 

to  his  countrymen  a  fellow  citizen  (such  as  ho  has  bieti, 
and  such  as  he  now  is)  of  whom  ihey  hiivc  heard  much 
and  known  little;  who  has  been  pcrsecuteii  Cor  his  ser- 
iriceSf  and  has  served  for  his  persecutions^  to  explain  and 
vindicate  the  conduct  of  an  individual^  who  is  not  con- 
scious that  he  has  wronged  a  fellow  many  or  omitted  any 
occasion,  within  his  cirqumscrlbed  sphere,  to  discharge 
his  duty  to  his  neighbour^  and  to  his  country^  with  fteal 
and  fidelity. 

Such  are  the  chief  inducement  which  determined  mcy 
in  the  eve  of  a  life  yrhleh  has  been  devoted  to  the  public 
service^  to  undertake  a  task  for  which  I  was  ill  quali6ed 
hy  habit  or  education  ;  but  in  entci  iiig  on  what  I  consi- 
dci*ed  a  paramount  obligation,  1  resolved  to  avail  myself 
of  the  latitude  peculiar  to  Memoirs^  to  save  from  oblivion 
the  details  of  several  incidents  and  occurrencest  relative 
to  public  men  and  measures*  confined  to  my  own  breast, 
or  within  the  knowledge  ol'  a  few  surviving  revolutionary 
associates. 

At  the  time  X  commenced  the  work,  my  ideas  of  typo- 
graphical measure  was  so  imperfect,  thai  .1  conceived 
1500  pages  octavo  would  furnish  ample  scqio  for  the 

range  I  had  assigned  to  my  pen ;  but  my  manuscripts 
were  then  chiefly  in  New  Orleans,  and  they  did  not  come 
to  hand  until  February  last ;  a  glance  at  the  mass  of  forty 
years  growth  removed  my  delusion,  and  after  printing 
more  than  two  thousand  three  hundred  pages^  setting 
aside  the  Illustration  of  my  persecntionSf  which  unfortu* 
nately  have  occupied  a  large  space,  I  have  not  been  able 
to  touch  the  last  twcuty-fivc  years  of  my  public  services, 
which  embrace  the  most  interesting  and  important  scenes 
of  my  life»  pending  the  administration  of  Presidents 
Washington,  Adams,  and  Jbvfebson,  and  comprehend 
the  four  years  Indian  war,  in  which  I  was  activdy  and 
incessantly  engaged.  The  occupancy  of  the  lower  Mis- 
sissippi :  ronf*  i  ciicts  and  treaties,  wilh  ail  the  Indian  na- 
tions, within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  fi-ora  the 
Saut  de  St.  Marie  and  La  Prairie  dcs  Chiens  to  the 
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Cretk  nation  :  the  reception  of  the  province  of  Loiiifltaii& 
Ami  tte  French  Piefect  Laii8iat»  wder  Um  parchaie  of 
IMS ;  accoBpuiied  by  dicomilanrqi  little  andentMd  t 
Miy  government  of  tffiper  Louisiana :  our  diflD^ren^  and 

accommodation  witli  the  Spaniards  iti  the  quartet-  ot  thu 
Sabine :  Colonel  Burr's  conspiracy ;  and  a  variety  of 
subordinate  ocMmneea ;  daring  which  period  I  made 
eight  Toyagts  by  eeaf  descended  the  Mississippi  fonr 
timeet  and  timmsed  »  tsnckless  wilderness  four  tisMSt 
from  the  borders  of  Louisiana  to  the  frontiers  of  Georgia, 
throiii^li  the  Choctaw  and  Crock  nations;  lt;i\  ins^  travelled 
on  public  service  in  the  years  1802—^9  through  foreatSr 
and  by  inland  navigaUony  more  than  16|000  miles. 

I  liender  this  ex^nnatloh  to  the  reader  to  illvsfmfe  the  * 
cnnses  of  the  incompleteness  of  this  work»  as  the  official 
ojirrespondencc  and  original  manuscripts  in  my  posses- 
•ion^  could  not  he  comprifcd  in  less  than  three  additional 
▼olomes  the  sixeof  those  now  ^blished^  The  exiiihi*- 
tlon  of  Uiese  docnments  Is  doe  to  my  eharacter*  and  irill 
not  be  uninteresting  to  the  public.  It  Is  therefhre  my 
purpose^  should  my  life  and  health  be  spared  hy  a  bene- 
ficent Creator,  to  avail  myself  of  the  intei  sai  oi  repose 
from  more  necessary  labours,  to  continue  these  Me- 
molfSp  Iti  as  regular  a  series  of  events  as  may  comport 
with  a  prop^  connexion  and  a  clear  exposition  of  the 
several  topics  on  which  I  propose  to  treat ;  until  1  have 
exhausted  tlic  most  inUresting  incidents  of  the  revolu- 
tionary and  Indian  warSf  and  of  subsoquent  public  eventtf» 
down  tr>  the  late  peace. 

The  fr^dom  with  whfeh  I  have  treated  Fiesident  Ma- 
disottt  may  he  imputed  rather  to  disappointed  ambition 
and  personal  resentment,  than  a  sense  ol  poliuc  al  obli- 
gation ;  and  I  confess  the  magnitude  and  notoriety  of  the 
wrongs  I  have  received  from  him,  and  by  his  authorityy 
famish  strong  grounds  for  this  suspicion ;  yet  if  that 
faithful  mooitorf  which  speaks  withiof  has  not  deceived 
mcy  I  may  conscientiously  deny  the  imputation ;  for  if 
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I       on  th^  sevcraC  scmtinjr  of  my  kmat  ^Moormd 

any  resentment  to  the  many  I  declare  it  to  be  nf  that  kind 
oi  evanescent  pain  which  leaves  no  sting  behinil ;  per- 
aonally,  1  Crom  my  heart  acknowledge  mjself  obliged  to 
him,  because  his  peneoutioM  have  taught  ne  humili^» 
and  his  attempt  to  wovnd  my  pride  and  impoverish  my 
old  age,  has  fornished  me  letanre  to  torn  my  thoughts 
to  duties  too  often  neglected,  and,  as  far  as  may  be  al- 
Itiw'rt  to  frail  man,  to  piTpare  myself  for  that  awful  mo- 
^    idf  which  U  to  determine  my  fate  for  ever  more.   No ! 
I  diaclaw>p«Btenal  resentment  but  will  sclcnowiedge 
'   that  I  do  most  ardently  detest  the  vices  of  the  maOf  and 
aithongh  the  exposltioii  of  his  chaHicter  and  conduct  waa 
'indispensihle  to  tlic  vindication  of  my  own,  candor  re- 
qnircs  I  should  acknowledge  an  additional  motive,  in  a 
sense  of  duty  to  my  country,  under  the  most  solemn  con- 
TielSon  that  he  tinitss  in  his  character  the  tyrannical  dis- 
position and  oold  hypocrisy  of  Tiberius*  without  either 
liis energy  or  partial  respect  for  justice  ;  that  he  has  pro- 
fessed principles  in  wliich  he  had  no  faith,  to  rfrcct  pf)pu- 
lar  delusion  for  the  accompiisbment  of  his  ambUious 
views :   I  consider  him  an  enemy  to  the  constitutiony 
which  he  professed  to  admire^  and  swore  to  sanmrty 
treating^  bis  oath  with  disregard^  and  his  early  profes- 
sions with  indifference  :  I  verily  believe  he  has  laid  tho 
foundation  of  a  inonicd  aristocracy  in  these  states,  and 
fostered  a  spirit  of  official  speculation*  which  tends  to 
subvert  the  principle  and  spirit  of  the  government:  and 
jtbat  be  is  desirous  to  give  force  and  eflbct  to  these  ifeasures^ 
by  the  undue  extension  of  executive  influence^  and  the 
increase  of  a  standing  army. 

These  conclusions  rest  upon  about  t%venty  years  obser- 
vation, and  are  supported  by  the  opinion  of  gentlemen 
who  have  bad  niore  ft«qnent  and  fhvourahle  opportunities 
of  knowing  Mr.  Madison  than  myself  But  if  it  he  fidr 
to  judge  occult  characters  by  the  indiscretion  of  their 
cunluh  nts,  then  President  Madison  may  be  suspected  by 
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his  warraoet  advocates  of  sentiments  hostile  to  republican 
institutions.  The  facts  have  not  been  sufficiently  maturedy 
but  I  have  strong  reasons  for  belief  that  circuRistances 
may*  ere  long  occur,  to  justify  the  revelation  of  political 
heresies  avowed  by  a  gentleman  into  whose  hands  Presi- 
dent Madison  not  long  since  surrendered  himself  und  the 
executive  functions.  I  scorn  dark  inuendnes,  and  there* 
fore  will  declare,  that  the  copies  of  certain  manuscripts 
BOW  before  me,  the  originals  of  which  1  am  promised^ 
satisfy  my  judgment,  that,  but  for  the  providence  of  God, 
which  dissolved  a  |H:rnicious  association^  these  states 
would  have  been  visited  by  calamities  of  which  the  public 
have  no  conception. 

If  I  have  in  the  explanation  of  misrepresentations,  the 
repulsion  of  wrongs,  and  the  exposition  of  injuries, 
which  the  perusal  of  these  volumes  will  assure  the  reader 
are  not  affected,  strictured  the  conduct  of  secret  assas- 
sins, or  open  enemies  with  severity,  let  it  be  ascribed  to 
the  sensibility  of  a  man  of  honour,  barbarously  and  wan- 
tonly aspersed ;  and  should  names  sometimes  appear  to 
be  introduced  unnecessarily,  the  exposition  has  been  im- 
posed on  me  by  the  unity  of  circumstances  undcsircd  and 
unsought  for  on  my  part. 

Military  reflections  were  inseparable  from  the  subjects 
which  occupied  my  pen,  and  1  have  occasionally  extend- 
ed them  with  views  to  the  information  of  the  youthful  sol- 
dier ;  for  although  we  have  an  army,  and  a  considerable 
portion  of  inestimable  worth,  incorporated  with  much 
deleterious  matter,  yet,  the  great  principles  of  the  pro- 
fession are  imperfectly  understood.  In  speaking  irreve- 
rently of  the  war  department,  I  have  yielded  to  an  irre- 
sistible impulse,  produced  by  the  miserable  mismanage- 
ment of  that  bureau,  which,  instead  of  being  confined  to 
the  great  and  important  provisions,  indispensable  to  thu 
salutary  conduct  of  the  various  branches  of  military  ser- 
vice, lias  been  converted  into  a  broker's  shop,  in  which 
commissions  are  commuted  for  congressional  subserviency, 

(6*) 
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and  an  office  of  petty  details  to  pamper  the  jranity  of  the 
incumbentf  to  blazon  official  importancey  and  admnce  a 

.system  of  disgraceful  intrigue  in  and  out  of  the  army, 
whilst  the  ordnance,  clothing,  subsistence,  inspectors, 
quarter-masters,  hospital^  and  pay  departments*  are  sub- 
jects little  understood ;  nor  can  an  accnrate*  oottiprehen- 
siYe  knowledge  of  those  departments*  lie  acquired  but 
by  edncatloa  and  ejcperlence*  backed  by  attention  and 
diligence.  Tiie  pay  department,  if  pomble,  the  most  de- 
fective and  the  most  corrupt  of  all,  1  make  no  reference 
to  the  amiable*  virtuons  and  respectable  gentleman*  at 
its  head  or  his  bureau  ;  It  was  deranged  by  General  Knox 
in  a  moment  of  personal  favouritism,  about  twenty-ftve 
Tears  since,  and  we  seem  to  have  lost  the  art,  liowever 
simple,  to  cure  the  defects,  which  would  save  an  hundred 
thousand  dollars  expense*  and  would  produce  incredible 
effiscts  on  the  morals*  manners*  police*  discipline*  com- 
fort, and  health  of  the  troops,  subjocts  little  understood* 
and  perhaps  less  regarded  :  under  existing  ordinances 
and  arranj^ements,  the  conimamliiig  olliccrs  of  compa- 
nies neither  can  nor  ought  to  be  strictly  responsible  for 
the  fttness  of  their  men  in  the  various*  moral*  and  pbysi* 
'  cal  relations  to  the  service* 

Should  I  be  condemned  for  the  uni^rved  liberty  will) 
which  I  have  treated  public  men,  measures,  and  institu- 
iiuns,  1  niusi  seek  justification  under  the  most  distin- 
l^bcd  writer  of  antiquity*  who  says*  It  is  the  first 
law  of  history  that  the  writer  should  neither  dare  to  ad- 
vance what  is  false*  aor  to  suppress  what  is  true ;  that 
lie  should  itlatc  the  facts  with  strict  impartiality,  iVee 
Irom  ill  will  or  favour  ;  tiiat  his  narrative  should  distin- 
guish the  order  of  time*  and*  when  necessary*  give  the 
description  of  places ;  that  he  shoold  unfold  the  states- 

•  Mr.  K  ibert  Brent,  who  conducts  the  oflicc  under  the  forms  in 
u  inch  lie  received  it^  vfitU  unquetUooablc  iaUgrity  and  jntrked 
commotUUon. 
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IBaii*s  motfvesy  and  in  his  accounts  of  Uie  transactions 
ami  eyenlSy  itilerpose  his  own  judgment ;  and  shiuiid  nut 
only  reiate  what  was  daii£»  but  bow  it  Y/m  dune,  and 
wbat  aluure  cbance,  or  nahmm,  ov  prvdoice  had  in  th« 
mntt  that  lie  almdd  giTe  the  charMctmoT  diekadiiig 
MMo»  iMr  weight  an^  iatuencef  their  poaaioiiSy  their 
principles,  and  tuudiict  tlirough  life.*'*  I  had  determined 
to  fullii  these  injunctions  of  the  Roman  patriQt»  but  luuud 
my  parpoie  amated  at  the  threshold  hj  loYe  of  couatrj^ 
and  the  reapect  which  ia  due  to  the  honoiirahla  deaeeiid- 
aata  of  dcpaHed  inpoatoro ;  and  when  the  paaaionH^  iMria- 
ciples,  and  conduct  through  life,  of  many  men  who  occupy 
iiiiiitary  and  civil  stations,  were  presented  as  proper 
8ttl|iects  for  my  pen,  it  dropped  froai  my  hand. 

The  political  rtiectMNia  which  are.acallered  over  theae 
aheotof  hare  heaa  fbroed  apon  mj  nind  hy  the  aaaroidar 
ble  contrast  of  times  past  and  present^  and  the  rapid  de- 
cline of  the  government,  ttom  the  simplicity,  purity, 
economy^  and  integrity,  with>  whicli  it  has  been  adminis- 
tared  within  my  knowlodga  j  and  if  i  have  maaifrafaid 
atrong  repagnance  to  the  encoarageaeni  of  a  BrflHary 
apirity  the  aafinealation  of  a  standing  army,,  and  the 
maintenance  ol  a  cumbrous,  expensive,  usdcss  staH,  it 
is  because  such  institutions  tend  to  foster  a  spirit  of  am< 
hitionaad  military  glory^  incumpatibie  with  free  goveni« 
menta;  means  prodaoe  ends;  a  large  dm^/iMi  oraif 
mid  vaults  filed  crownif  bequeathed  bif  the  troa-Aeoii- 
ed  Frkdkrick  William  to  his  son  Frederick  the  Greats 
produced  the  firat  SiUsian  war:  iind  so  it  will  l>e  with  tho 
United  States  under  similar  circumstances^  if  the  prevail- 
ing spirit  of  tho  times  ia  indulged ;  for  with  a  greater 
extent  of  territory  than  is  favoarahle  to  the  genius  of  onr 
government,  the  Canadas  and  Floridas  have  become 
objects  of  political  cupidity ;  and  this  thirst  for  dominion 
and  our  commercial  rapacity^  if  not  seasonably  restrain* 

*  Cicero»  Onitio&j  Booh  II.  Sec.  Ixii  buti. 
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«df  win  {wemaliirdy  dettroj  oar  peacCf  o«r  fiHM|ieiity» 
and  reputation.*  Tlie  rauk  of  the  late  war  has  been  so 
flattering  to  the  power  and  the  ambition  of  titc  executive 
department  of  the  goTemmenty  and  so  intoxicating  to  a 
freat  bodj  of  tho  comiimitji  thai  another  wi)l  become 
aeceptaUef  as  boor  aa  wt  hare  taken  breath ;  and  yet 
every  person  with  the  slightest  knowledge  In  nllitar j 
affairs  must  know,  that  if  \vc  do  not  preserve  the  peace 
of  the  country^  we  must  at  no  distant  day  part  with  the 
faUsdhun  of  our  civil  rights;  promptitude,  secrecy»  and 
the  siiddon  Uowy  oonstitnte  the  soal  of  miiitarf  enter- 
prise ;  these  belongs  to  the  govemnents  of  the  old  woHdi 
vvlulst  the  constitution  of  these  free  states  imperiously 
require  deliberation,  caution,  and  publicity,  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  their  governments ;  and  it  inevitably  follows 
that  all  aiUltary  BMSsam  most  be  shackled  with  peml* 
eions  uiicertalntj  and  delay.  Ths  disadvantagss  are  too 
manifest  on  the  side  of  the  United  States,  to  escape  tto 
observation  of  the  most  i.^orant,  and  wis  en  public  cala- 
aaitif'^;  preesq,  the  public  mtnd  is  prepared  to  make  every 
sacrifioe  ibr  the  natlottal  safely  |  means  wathoni  respect 
to  the  end  arssooght  for^  and  away  goes  the  oonslitntion^ 
to  extend  the  power  and  strengthen  the  hands  of  the  exe- 
cutive, and  thus  the  very  patriotism  of  the  country  is 
employed  to  subvert  its  own  tree  government ;  for  we 
have  proofs  before  oar  eyes*  of  the  reloctance  with  which 
powoTf  once  acqoired^  is  ronoonced  by  those  who  tojo/f 
it 

Military  glory!  fascinating  sound!  bewitching  sub- 
ject! but  who  profits  by  the  acquisition?  the  nation  I  no, 
hat  those  who  live  and  food  on  the  nation.  Wiuv  which 

*  I  iMSr  ef  sa  «ltenpted  nefoelstion  S»r  aa  lalaad  ia  the  llediter* 
nuitMi}  aa intidsr  poifeiiion  Ibr  tlie  Aawriean  repttblic^  in  tech  a 
vemote  quarter*  appcara  ao  roniaatie»  that  I  meat  doubt  the  ftct ;  yet, 
the  report  warrants  the  inquiry,  which  ahould  not  henegleetcdf  be. 
cattle,  if  it  be  wall  founded,  those  whom  it  intereata  oiay  have  au 
opportunity  to^  examine  the  peiiey  of  the  pfopoaition. 
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destructive  of  iMUIoiiftl  happinessi  which  depends  on 
peace  aiici  tranqufllity.  I  must  not  therefore  be  blamed 
for  IndiiigiBg  a  transient  rc^Uon  upoa  these  alternativcst 
whldi  flTD  wm  oppMiU  in  iMr  Mlwe  aa  the  polc&  TImi 
MeaadliMPittMor  ly  coMtlta  la  aU  ag«s,  wWbMr 
testimony  in  favour  of  my  position,  from  remotest  times 
down  to  the  late  transccndant  glory  of  France,  and  tho 
present  deplorable  condition  of  Ui»  Uaitod  Kingdofli  of 
Great  Britain  and  Maiidf  wkoMgovaraneiit  basrtadi' 
€d  tha  pimNMlBor  aililary  turn,  wUkt  ite  ili-faM ob- 
jects are  pluDj^d  into  the  abyss  of  wretchedness. 

Military  glory  !  It  has  become  the  favourite  theme  of 
our  public  couBcUSf  and  the  dominant  pasaioB  of  tfee 
rising  genentidb  wMit  teaHottal  happniass»  «0gtoeM 
mni  lbrgi>tte%  lia»  <MMd  to  be  an  ohjact  «f  inquiryt  aad 
is  sinking  into  oUiTloRy  under  iht  pressure  of  luxuiyf 
avarices  ambition  and  vain  ^lory. 

Tet  the  following  contrast  is  so  striking  and  impressive 
tkat  I  flatter  myaelf  It  ma/  mme  the  pioat  iiNhaigkj  be- 
fore it  he  too  late : 

JSU  companions  MUitarjf 

HITaNf 
Armisef 

Immorality^ 

Vice, 

Prodigality^ 
fiattlea, 

Hnman  aboghter^ 
Bzaclionfty 
Pobllc  debts, 
Embargoe^f 
Penury^ 
Famine^ 
Pestilence, 

Widows  and  orphans. 


2%e  aUcnda^iU  oh  pacific 

pckofl,  an^ 
Secnrily,  . 
Agricnltare, 
Religion^ 
Virtue, 
Economy, 
£a8e  and  content, 
Dooiestlc  aecnii^f 
Taxes  on  luxury. 
An  overflowing  treasury. 
Commerce, 
Riches, 
Abandanoot 
Health, 

A  smiling  progeny. 
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This  contrast  is  neither  strained  nor  affected ;  it  is 

drawn  from  ii:\tinc,  mid  docs  not  exhibit  an  hundredtli 
pait  of  the  liearl-reiiding  horrors  ot  war,  nor  the  divine 
Uesaings  and  tranquil  ei\ioymeuts  o£  peace.  Ot  the^ 
trntlis  we  liave  abundant  proofe  in  our<iwntinMS»  and  in 
our  country ;  witii  the  good  and  the  ill  before  tfaem^  I 
implore  heaven  bo  to  direct  the  councils  of  the  country, 
as  lon^,  very  long  to  save  it  imm  the  scourgf.  ot  na- 
tions ;  and  I  will  close  these  rcflcctious  with  an  appUca* 
ble  potation  from  the  writing  of  the  sagc^  the  patriot^ 
and  the  Chri8tian«  John  Dickinson*  a  citizen  as  eminent 
for  wisdom^  as  he  was  conspicuous  for  private  and  social 
Yirtues. 

<*It  is  a  mournful  but  instructive  study  to  read  the  his- 
tory of  mankind.  There  we  see  their  foliiep  and  their 
vices  depicted  at  fnU  lengtli,  accompanied  by  their  mise- 
rable attendants.   The  prominent  feature  is  an  aptitude 

to  plunge  into  wars^ 

'*  For  man,  too  haughty  in  a  prosperous  state, 
*'  Js  blindt  and  heedleaa  to  hit  future  state.*' 

«A  child  may  set  fire  to  a  honse»  but  a  whole  city  may 
not  be  able  to  prevent  the  conflagration  from  levelling;  the 

building;s  in  every  street  to  the  ground :  «  Ruant  cnmics 
insanguinem  suam  popdi  obstinatccquc  peritaiis poems  nunc 
sponU  persotoufU*^-^**  All  nations  rush  forward  to  the 
effusion  of  their  own  bloodt  and  voluntarily  pay  the  pe- 
nalties of  their  obstinate  fierceness**' 

It  is  an  observation  of  antiquity,  that  "  t/iey  are  happy 
who  grow  wise  by  the  misfortunes  of  others,^'  This  direc* 
tion  has  been  too  little  respected ;  and  men  generally 
choose  «to  grow  lunst  by  their  own  misfortunes.*'  But 
as  truth  is  never  the  worse  for  being  long  neglected^  I 
ho[)c  and  trust  that  my  beloved  countrymen  will  exert 
the  guud  sense  they  eminently  possess,  and  stand  upon 
the  guard  of  prudence  and  affectum  for  themeHves  and 
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My  name  attaches  responsibility  to  the  works  of  my 
pen,  which  1  shail  explain  or  defend  against  tiie  animad- 
versMHis  of  known  characters ;  and  If  i  hate  baen  so  un- 
fortanato  as  to  hata  done  ii||aatioa  toaiiy  paraottf  I  ahall 
proadly  acknoidedge  the  emr,  and  abaae  myself  to  the 
most  implacable  of  my  enemies  ;  but  I  must  be  permitted 
to  U'v'di  .^noiiyniuus  commentii  or  newspaper  pasquioadeb 
as  1  have  hitherto  done^  with  silent  indifference* 
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CHAPTJiR  I, 

Frdtminary  Ohsei^alions, — M)livcs  for  writing  memoirs*  CUAF. 
Sfummary  of  General  fFUkinsotCs  prineipUs^^^is  Mfts-  ^ 
fieHan  v>Uh  lu$  eomUry*^--4)on8Mmmaiion  cf  a  series  of 
wrmffs  ascribed  to  President  Madtson^TYmper  arid 

principles  unc hanged  by  the  vicissitudes  of  life, — Jlia  birth, 
— brief  account  of  his  ancestors, — Loss  of  his  father, — 
Caprice  of  fortune* — JSome  account  of  General  fViikinson^s 
telatives,  and  a  glance  al  the  state  of  societif  in  1768.— 
F^irst  excursion  from  home  $  the  sensaOms  it  produced  ; 
is  relieved  by  the  cjfecfs  of  novelty. — Diuii native  size  if 
Baitimorc  in  1770. — Local  ultachmcnts  dissolved. — Ilis 
edMCation* — Jle  arrives  at  Philadelphia,  where  he  first 
sees  a  man  under  arms^The  impressions  which  it  pro* 
dveed^Effcds  (f  social  intercourse  on  the  moralSf^T*  of 
individtials. — General  Gai^e's  enterprise  against  the  town 
if  Concord,  .Massachnseits. — Its  ijj'ccts  on  the  citizens  of 
FhilaUelphia, — General  Wilkinson  takes  a  decisive  part 
in  the  revolution.*-^The  siege  of  Boston^l^  state  oj  mo- 
ral feeling  in  1773  contrasted  with  t816^Gf(ioit  effects 
of  the  resoluliun  displayed  by  the  proxincialsp  on  the  \7th 
VOE.  I,  X 
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Junef  17*5. — JpdUnj  and  inaction  of  iJu  /ivui^k  com- 
maiuUii\ — Cumiiarative  slrengUi  oj'  the  adver&t  /dfcesv— 
Comparative  influence  of  discipline  and  number^  in  miU-' 
tary  operaiions.-^I-jU'  ds  of  the  batUe  <^  Jireed^s  SUL — 
Fower  of  Vie  cnemy.'^IIis  exertions  would  have  affeded 
the  Jmcrican  cause, — *1mt:rican  couiicU  of  xvar  fui'limuie- 
ly  rtjt  i  ts  Ihi  proimilioiL  to  ailadi  Boston. — Letters  of  Ge- 
mint  fi  a^hiugton  and  General  Grenw. — Conduct  ike 
JirUish  general  eontrasted  vntk  tiuU  of  the  Svmrioan^ 
Possesdofi  of  Dorekester  ncightSf  and  con9eguenee$m'^Tli€ 
author  appainfed  Captain, — Enemy  evacuates  Bo^ton,-^ 
fykclch  ofUreed*s  hill  and  the  rnivs  of  Charlt^iuwiu — First 
visit  to  Boston^^Gcnaral  Wa^liiw^ton  enters  Boston.-^ 
Captain  ff  iUdnstmproeeedM  wiUi  General  QremefirMw 
I'ork^ — Anecdf^  of  Lord  Mnve^Inddent  re^^uUng 
Lieutenant  Chover, — Hefleettons  on  military  promotion* 
— On  dismission  from  scrvicCf  xvilhout  accnsation  or 
tnaL — On  tlic  recent  conduct  of  .Mr,  Jladisonm — On 
//le  popvlation  and  in^pravemenls  the  amntryf  and 
tlie  progress  of  the  goverwmenL^-^ppeal  to  the  vigi* 
lance  and  integrity  of  the  people^-^Ordered  to  Canada* 
^,]rrlxcs  at  Jllhamj — at  Luke  George^it  St.  JJnt^s. 
' — Joins  Jlrnold  at  La  Chinc^Threatencd  by  the  Bn* 
iish  majorf  Fosteff  who  had  taken  iiie  post  at  the  Cedars* 
^"--Letter  to  (general  Greene,  transmitted  to  Congress  by 
Gi  iwral  If  (i^hiii^'ton., — Foster  retreats,  and  is  pursued, — 
— Conduct  of  Arnold  at  Fort  St.  ^>3nn, — Convention  with 
Foster* — Returns  to  *Mnntreaif  and  leaves  CoUmel  i/c 
iiaas  in  command*^Be  Haas  disobeys  orders,  and  re-- 
inrns  to  JiionlreaL — Captain  Wilkinson  appointed  aid'-dt^ 
I'ump  to  Jlrnold, — Disobeys  .^rnold^s  order  to  seize  the 
r^oods  of  tlie  mcrchaiits  (f  ^^I^nrlritu. — IJcspaichcd  to  S,t- 
rd*^-Meeis  General  Carleton  wtik  the  British  anmj  at  f  a- 
rennes^'^ffarns  ArmUi  of  his  danger* — Ordered  to  Clmm-- 
hUe* — Conxion  in  lohieh  he  finds  the  ami^*^'-Jimold  re- 
treats by  Iji  Prairie.'^Oeneral  SnlHvan^s  alarm  upon 
the  appiarinnc  if  CuioniL  Waynts  detachment, — Army 
arrives  at  ibt.  J(^kn's*^Gene%'al  Arnold  and  Captain  H 


Digitized  by  GoQgle 


GENERAL  WlLUmsOSi 


8 


kinson  reconnoitre  the  road  to  Chambiec,  and  JaU  in  with 
the  BrifUh  advanu^BeUtat  ami  armi  at  the  I$k  aux 
JVbixr^^tiwiiloiif  eicape  ^  the  armg»  M^keium  a* 
the  eojuhtet  of  Sir  Ouf  CsH^n,  amdthe  operaHmu  of  the 

British  army, —  The  prubaMie  result  oj  a  dijj'tn  nt  conduct. 
^General  fFashington^H  apprehensions  for  the  Canadian 
anny.  DuhommrubU  comiMct  of  General  Jimoid. — Cap- 
low  WiikimMan  rttwufram  QmerolJkmMt  famUig* 

Some  explanation  of  the  views  and  the  circumstances  CHAP, 
under  which  these  memoirs  appear,  is  due  to  the  public,  ^^i^^^^ 

Everjr  observer  must  have  perceived,  that  in  human 
•likin»  period  and  place  have  an  imeiatible  ioAiiegoe 
over  tlie  fortanes  of  neD  and  natiotia ;  that  the  circiini' 
•tance  off  hemg  bom  ten  or  twenty  yeara  before  or  after 
a  particular  event,  or  at  a  place  an  hundred  miles  cast  or 
west  of  a  particular  spot,  may  give  to  the  pursuits  and 
fbrtttnea  of  an  individual*  aa  different  a  direction  aa  that 
of  any  two  unconnected  perabns.  The  reader*a  own 
rellectfon*a  will  apply  the  aentiment  to  the  geographical 
position  of  our  country.  The  epocha  in  which  it  has 
been  my  for  tune  to  have  lived,  may  be  considered  in  th^a 
magnitude  and  consequence  of  the  events,  to  have  ex- 
ceeded every  preceding  period  of  equal  duration ;  yet 
had  the  Revolution  occurred  twenty  yeara  aooner,  it  would 
have  anticipated  my  birth  and  twenty  years  later,  it  would 
have  found  me  in  tlie  tranquil  pursuit  of  the  prufessioa 
for  which  1  was  intended;  in  the  first  case  I  could  not 
iiava  participated  the  triumph  of  the  thirteen  Britiah  Co- 
loniesf  and  In  the  last»  I  should  not  have  ran  the  same 
ardent  course  which  I  shared  with  my  youthful  contem- 
poraries, tliuugh  in  common  with  them,  I  might  have 
witnessed  the  sad  abuse  ot  liberty  and  independence* 
which  has  prematurely  aullied  the  character  of  our  young 
republic* 

The  stations  I  have  lllled,  the  observations  I  have  Motives 

made,  and  my  intimacy  with  many  eminent  public  cha- fw*^^^ 
racters,  from  the  dawn  of  the  revolution  to  the  present  loenioirtf 
digrf  enable  me  to  throw  many  lights  on  the  events  of  my 
own  times  to  correct  fome  historical  delusions :  and  to 
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CHAP  place  flevml  diatingiiiahed  characloni  on  granidf  mhm 

''^  they  may  be  Tfowed  with  more  accuracy  and  justke  than 
they  hitherto  have  been  j  liiid  jioasibly  to  draw  forth  others 
from  that  obscurity^  io  whkb  artifice  or  envy^or  the  jea- 
lousy of  aorfiitioa  and  power»  has  too  attcoeaafally  con- 
signed them  for  so  long  a  time. 

Tboogh  s«fltoiently  sensible  of  my  deficieiiclBe  as  an  au- 
thor,  and  of  the  charge  of  vanity  to  which  I  may  be  cx- 
poscdy  in  seeking  public  applause  by  uiy  feeble  pen;  a  ne- 
cessity more  powerful  than  such  ap|MrelieBsioiis  impels 
me  to  this  appeal.  8tiU»  I  should  be  wanting  In  camloniv 
i  did  I  ailbct  indillerence  to  the  fiiTonrable  ofinion  of  my 
coantrymen  and  of  posterity. 

But  I  owe  it  to  my  contemporaries,  my  family^and  my 
name,  that  the  truth  should  be  fairly  toldy  whenever  a 
topic  is  touchedy  and  that  the  same  independence  of  mind 
should  be  presenred»  as  if  these  memoirs  were  written  in. 
a  distant  country^  and  were  not  to  appear  till  after  my 
death. 

£very  man  who  enters  into  the  trusts  ot  a  natioii» 
owes  to  it  an  account  of  the  manner  In  which  he  has  per- 
formed bis  duty.  A  service  of  more  than  thirty  yean 
under  innumerable  vlclssitttdesy  has  been  closed  In  a  man- 
ner, which  leaves  it  questionable  with  many,  whether  I 
have  been  the  victiiii  ol  my  own  misconduct,  or  oi  iriinis- 
teriai  perfidy— of  private  intrigue,  or  gross  and  vindic* 
tive  ^rsecutlon  $  which  last  has  been  the  too  frequent  fate 
of  the  most  faithful  and  dislntensled  men  in  all  agest  and 
nnder  every  form  of  government*  although  the  reproach 
of  such  conduct  has  been  particularly  aiuibuted  to  re- 
publics. 

Looking  upon  myselfy  at  the  close  of  a  long  agency* 
as  accountable  to  the  great  republican  family  of  which  I 
am  a  member*  and  aware  how  liable  the  actions  and  cha«> 

meters  of  men  are  to  he  discoloured  by  misrepresenta* 
tiouSf  thest'  memoirs  \s  iii  serve  to  make  the  com m unity 
better  acquainted  with  the  transactions  in  which  1  hava 
been  concerned*  and  the  mode  in  which  i  dischaiged  my  * 
publle  duty*  than  personal  prejudice  and  poweiM  ln« 
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lloenoe  hsm  hl^&Mtto  penoittid*  Uwrng  filled  wkm  crap. 
high  trnntBf  and  tmn  ft«i|ii«iiUy  ind  avcoeMrttllj  '* 

ployed  in  many  affairs  of  great  public  imp  n  tance,  it  will 
not  be  iniprrtrncnt  nor  injj)rapcr«  to  gwv  .sik  Ij  iin  account 
of  my  iHuiUy^  aud  the  circunisUuicM  oi'  mjf  earlier  year^ 
»  shall  leaive  notliiiig  tor  W|aiqr  od  thoaa  aal^ta* 

In  reiiaiving  my  past  filK  tkere  does  aol  appear  to  ma 
any  thin^  for  remorse*  and  but  little  for  repentance; 
though  certainly  very  miu  li  lor  regret.  Mr  transgres- 
sions against  the  laws  of  my  Creator  have  been  too 
many,  hat  they  have  been  Yenial;  and  I  tmat  have  found 
their  remission  In  a  contrite  heart;  The  farinciplca  of  re- 
ligion  instilled  into  me  by  a  pioos  protestant  mother* 
liave  always  hctii  ali\c  in  my  bosom  ;  and  the  political 
CK  cd  I  imbibed  itt  the  cradle  of  the  revolution,  has  ibrm- 
ed  iiie  undeviating  ndes  of  my  oondact»  nnder  every 
change  of  power  and  vkissitode  of  fbrCme.  I  have  lived 
in  the  service  of  my  country^  to  which  my  life»  lahonrsy 
and  best  faculties  have  been  zealously  devoted,  to  ilic  en- 
tire neglect  of  my  private  atiairs*  i  have  suffei*ed  many 
and  grtevous  persecirtionsy  alike  nnprovoked  and  ame- 
rited,  which  were  frequently  produced  by  the  moat  OMri* 
torfous  acts  of  my  life. 

Tlie  patrons  and  associates  of  my  eaily  youth  (among 
M'hom  I  feel  some  pride  in  numbering  tbe  iatc  Colonel 
William  Fitzhagh  of  Maryland,  to  wliose  neBMiy  I  feel 
a  sincere  pleasure  In  oflTering  thio  tribute  of  gratitnd^) 
were  men  of  elevated  sentimenty  who  ^wnhipped  htmmur 
as  a  real  good,**  and  tiuight  mc  to  respect  it  as  the  richest 
inheritance.  From  such  associations  1  learned  to  avoid 
particular  vices,  and  to  form  my  principles  on  foundations 
which  have  supported  and  consoled  me,  with  cheerful 
health  and  a  warm  hear^  at  a  p^iod  of  lilh  when  others 
are  sinking  under  disease  and  despondency.  With  a  san- 
guine tempei'amcnt  and  ardent  affiTtijm*?,  feeling  has  pre- 
vailed mure  than  jmlgment,  in  directing  my  career^  and 
fame  has  presented  allurements  more  inviting  to -me  then 
that  fortune,  without  wMehf  In  the  present  tittesv  viftu4 
and  merit  much  more  exalted  must  become  a  frail  dc* 
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CHAP    peiuience.    Perhaps  I  have  been  too  confidiiig^  or  not 
sufficiently  raistmstful  of  roankindf  particulariy  of  men 
invested  with  delegated  power»  which  tliey  are  too  apt  to 
convert  to  their  own  uses  or  abuses. 
He  owes  justice  of  a  nation  is  too  often  confDuiidod  witli 

c^eiy  the  a£ts  of  its  agents,  and  the  character  ul  a  govex^nment 
bis<M>uii-  may. be  compromiaed  by  a  weak  or  corrupt  adminiatra* 
trx ,  and   lion,  contrary  to  the  sense  of  the  nation.  ]t  is  perham 

c!Hi  rc-  •  • 

proach  it  to  (bis  perverston  of  aithority^  the  frequent  chani^es  ob« 
Willi  no-   servablc  in  other  governments  may  be  attrihutoi!,  and 
points  out  tlie  peculiar  neces^^ii  v  of  vii^ilanre  and  reforni 
in  our  own :  therei'oee,  wheu  speaking;  uf  my  per^^nnal 
wrongSf  I  disclaioi  all  inteotion  of  reproaching*  my  fellow 
citizens,  the  vast  majority  of  whom  are  still  Innocentt 
Jionest,  t^enerous,  and  just.  I  certainly  looked  to  the  jus- 
tice ol  llie  goveniuH  nt  tor  protection  in  my  old  ap;e,  after 
a  life  of  services  which  have  been  acknowledged  by  Ibo 
heroes  and  sages  of  the  revolution*  I  could  not  suspect 
that  to  propitiate  the  concealed  vengeance^  which  lurked 
Hit         under  the  affected  clemency  and  justice  of  President  Ma* 
ascribed    dinon,  I  slionid  have  been  sacrificed  to  uiAkr  room  for 
to  Pr<  si.   panders  and  syrophantst  many  of  titcm  distinguished  only 
di9on!^^   for  moral  turpitude,  and  unworthy  of  public  trust.  1  was 
deceived*  and,  after  passing  my  grand  dimacteriCf  havo 
been  despoiled  of  my  hard-earned  military  fortune,  and 
am  hit  wilh  th*  (  'Miscionsnrss  of  what  I  have  done,  autl 
what  i  have  suHt  i  <  il,  for  tuc  republic,  as  a  recompense 
for  the  devotion  of  my  life  to  her  service. 

Were  it  pardonable  to  compare  where  we  cannot  ema- 
late,  1  should  any  with  tlie  i^reat  Phocion#  that  the  same 
evil  forlnne  which  combats  a!:;aiiist  worthy  men,  oflen  pro- 
duce9  complaintst  re^oachcs  and  calumnies,  instead  of  t/wse 
hoMurs  and  recompenses  which  they  merit  by  Uieir  labcurSf 
and  thus  dindnislies  that  confidence  to  which  thdr  virtne  ii 
entitled.**  Habituated  from  my  birth  to  social  refinements 
and  the  Iuxnri»*s  of  the  table,  except  whuii  prukssioiial 
dulies  required  seif-deniai»  those  who  knew  mc  only  hr 
the  ejcterlor*  believed  that  penury  and  privations  would 
affect  my  repose.  Such  Oluslons  are  natural  to  the  irrc- 
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aotutc  mid  eflciniiiatc;  but  as  my  mind  lias  never  been  ciiAi*. 
bc^^itiled  by  pri>sjH'rity,  so  it::*  liininrKs  ranm»t  ho  slr.ikcn  ^ 
by  ariviTsi ty;  uud  1  now  led  more  pi  idcyiudcpenUencc^and 
true  dignity 9  in  conforming  my  life  to  my  circumstances, 
tbtti  I  «ver  «jipeneiiced  at  tlie  head  of  a  column  glitter- 
ing in  arms. 

Bowing  myself  submissively  bcfoi*c  tlic  Most  Higli, 
without  a  murmur  at  his  decrees,  I  present  these  memoirs 
of  my  own  times*  as  an  mgia  to  that  enmity  and  calumny 
whicbf  having  pursued  me  in  so  many  forms,  cannot  be 
expected  to  refrain  from  the  feast  presented  by  these  vo- 
lumes, liut  blioalil  ihcy  furnish  a  siilutary  ii  ssoii  to  iijv 
contempt) l  aries  or  posterity — should  niy  luislbrtunes  or 
my  errors  prove  useful,  and  the  enmity  which  I  have  ex* 
perienced  serve  as  a  beacon  lo  other  meiii  I  shall  feel  |»er- 
fcctly  recompensed. 

If  the  accidentiil  tiicuiusUincc  of  birth  can  found  anisb:'iii, 
«laiiM  to  c^ratituile,  the  urbane,  loyal,  generous,  galhmt  Jf^n  for^* 
state  of  MaryI;Mid,  lias  a  right  to  draw  upon  my  aftec-  hisnauv.e 
iions  without  limitation.   I  was  born  in  Calvert  countyi 
and  have  always  gloried  in  my  nataU  solam.  The  place 
of  my  nativity  is  near  Patuxent  river,  about  three  miles 
from  a  decayed  villaij^s*  mulci  rd  couspicuous  by  the 
debai  katioii  of  the  British  detachuient  under  command 
of  Major-general  Ross,  the  181h  of  August^  18li>  which 
sacked  and  conflagrated  the  national  edifices  at  the  city 
of  Washington. 

As  cannot  clioose  our  parents,  and  rJl  enti  r  the 
\^  »rld  hi  the  same  helpless  condition,  it  seems  natural 
that  little  accoiint  should  be  made  of  family }  yet»  to  anti- 
cipate curiosity*  and  to  forestal  enquiry*  1  hope  I  may  be 
permitted  to  introduce  my  anf^estors  to  the  reader*  with- 
out  incun  in,:;  the  .suspif  ion  oT  uaVcli'tioii  or  vanity. 

From  the  lestamentsf  of  my  ancestors  Robert  Skinner,  Abrkfac- 
Thomas  lioldswortb^  James  Heigbc*  and  Joseph  M'ilhin-  hiaauncln* 

•  Benedict,  on  tlic  rig-lit  bank  of  ihc  livcr  P.iUixcii*,  called  after 
Vhc  Christian  tumie  of  one  of  the  baroM  of  Bftllimoi'c;*  wlia  wcm  Ibe 
proprietors  of  the  provmce. 

J  Sae  Appendi;^^  N«s.  i«  U.  HI.  a»d  IVp 
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CHAP.  flon>  it  will  appear  that  my  famlljr  u  ancient  and  rcspec- 
y^J^I^^  table;  they  were  all  from  England;  and  the  three  fjisL 
tor;  find    emigrated  to  tlic  province  of  Mainland  in  the  ItitU  ccn- 
Uitirrcsi-  Ury,  probably  wkilst  tlic  sUcqf  Philadelphia,  now  tlie Jir$t 
*^     eiiyaf  Utg  UnUed  States,       sUU  covered  with  its  na&vc 
woods.  I  know  little  more  of  my  paternal  grandfather 
than  his  will  records;  he  was  a  coumiercial  man,  cmi- 
J^rated  from  London  to  3I;uyiand  in  1729,  married  a 
daughter  uf  William  Skinner,  M.  D.  and  in  consequence 
of  ill  health,  returned  to  England  in  1734,  where  be  ma 
after  died,  and  according  to  his  hrother-in-law  and  phy- 
alcian>  William  Skinner,  who  accompanied  him,  was  bu* 
ried  in  St.  Piiui's  church  yard,  London.    The  active  de- 
sultory engagements  of  my  life,  have  prcvtiuted  further 
enquiry  after  this  branch  of  my  family* 

My  ancestors  originally  settled  on  a  tonigne  of  land, 
formed  by  Chesapeake  bay  and  Patuxent  river,  where 
my  iiurneruiis  relations  still  reside,  and  maintain  the  most 
respectable  standing  in  society ^  tliey  have  declined  in 
general  political  influence,  yet  united  have  a  great  pre- 
ponderance in  the  politics  of  the  county.  This  tracts 
remote  from  great  public  thoroughfares,  and  highways^ 
secludes  its  inhabitants  from  general  intercourse  with  tlie- 
world  :  simplicity  uf  manuei*s  aiul  innocence  of  cbara^;- 
,  tcr,  arc  ui  course  preserved,  and  their  hospitality  is  of 
the  heart,  untinctured  with  ostentation  or  sordid  inte- 
rests; and  but  for  the  political  feuds  which  divide  them, 
there  could  not  be  found  in  the  whole  union  a  more  libe* 
ral,  a  less  ambitious,  a  kinder  or  happier  comnj unity. 
The  lots  I  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  my  father  before  1  had 
Slther.  reached  my  seventh  year.  He  paid  the  debt  of  nature 
the  4tb  of  May,  1764,  in  the  thirty-third  year  of  his  age, 
after  a  short  illness*  1  recollect  perfectly  the  circum- 
stances of  his  death  and  funeral,  lie  was  beloved  by  his 
acquaintance,  and  liis  loss  cast  a  gloom  over  his  neigh- 
bourhood. His  last  words  to  me  were  graven  on  my  me- 
mory, and  have  been  ever  associated  with  my  remem- 
brance of  him :  My  son.  if  you  ever  put  up  with  an  In- 
sult, 1  will  di.^iiihcrit  yuu."    i  lucatiou  this  trivial  cir- 
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CTOstancei  ia  the  hope  that  respect  to  the  iojuiictiona  of  chap. 
a  (ktfaer  may  eztennmte  some  errors  of  mj  life.  He  was  ' 
taken  ill  the  same  night,  and  never  rose  from  his  bed.  I  ^^pri^^  of 
trust  I  may  be  excused  for  mcntioninc^  anotlier  incident*  fbruiae. 

which  di  i  i)ly  iiitercstcd  the  fortunes  ot  my  ramily  : — My 
£gtthcry  ta  preserve  his  health  and  iucreasc  his  propcrty» 
purchased  500  acres  of  land  Ijing  on  the  Tyber  and  Po- 
tomackf  which  probably  comprehends  the  Presidentfa 
house ;  bat  at  that  timOf  aboot  176fi»  the  present  seat  of 
^verninent  was  considered  so  remote  Irom  the  early  set- 
tiemenls  of  the  province,  that  my  mother  objected  to  the 
veaoval  on  account  of  the  distancef  and  my  Eatkw  trans* 
ferred  the  proper^  to  Thomas  Johns*  esq.  a  friend  and 
€Ofitemporary»  of  his  neighbourhood,  to  whose  fhmily  it 
iirovcd  an  auspicious  contract ;  but,  in  this  case,  the  be- 
nefactor did  not  long  enjoy  the  prosperity  be  had  pro- 
moted. 

I  am  the  second  of  foar  children ;  my  sisters^  who  are  Some 
junior  to  me,  stai  live,  and  are  married  to  Edward  Rey-  ^^^7^^^. 

nolds,  and  J  amcs  Morsel, esquires,  buLh  ul  lay  native  coun-  diatcrela* 
ty,niea  of  respectability  and  fortune :  my  brother.  Gene- 1*  g^i^^nci* 
ral  Joseph  AViliiinsun,  in  tlie  enjoyment  of  ease  and  inde-  ^^^c 
pendence,  continues  to  reside  near  the  spot  of  oor  birth^  ^^^^  ia 
ifBpected  and  beloved  for  his  integrity  and  l»enevolence» 
in  spite  of  the  political  strife,  which  forms  the  atmos- 
phere of  republics,  and  divides  almost  C4|u<iiiy  the  pre- 
eminent state  of  Maryland.  ^ 

I  remember  that  I  wept  for  the  loss  of  my  father ;  bat 
the  misfortune  was  compensated,  as  far  as  it  could  be,  by 
the  fostering  care  of  a  noble-minded  motlier,  to  wliose  ez* 
ccllent  understanding,  tender  care,  and  virtuous  precepts, 
I  am  indebted  for  a  sound  conblitution,  my  sense  of  jus- 
tice, and  of  the  Ciiristiau  faith. 

In  the  times  of  which  I  write,  there  were  but  two  se- 
minaries of  learning  in  the  three  contiguous  provinces ; 
viz.  the  college  of  William  and  Mary  iii  Virginia,  incois 
poi  iiti'd  in  1G19,  ami  tijc  college,  academy,  and  charity 
schoui  of  Phiiadelphia,  incorporated  in  1753.  There  was 

VOL.  h  B 
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CHAP,  very  little  intercoiirse  in  those  cia^s  between  the  colo  > 
nists ;  cotnibrts  and  even  necessaries  weru  impui'tcU  irom 


the  mother  eountry  |  but  by  the  diBfertkm  Horn  ud. 
maj^zines  over  the  aontiimi  proTiMceif  every  mm^wwrn 
supplied  with  the  preduetieiieef  Evrepe  near  hie  doer. 

A  )'iijrin:y  fit'  t  ^<>  liurnlit  d  miles,  within  my  remcra- 
bi'Hiict'y  was  viewed  as  a  more  distant  and  perilous  adven- 
ture»  than  a  voyage  to  China  at  this  time ;  my  honoured 
mnther  mij^t*  therefore,  be  excused  for  OQneblefktif 
Geori^ctown,  now  the  distriet  of  ColmUa  mod  tke  seel 
of  empire,  abuut  forty  luilcs  (U^»Ullt  trom  her  rihidt'iicc, 
witli  tii^  iiitcrventiori  of  a  large  riveTf  the  backwoods 
or  frontier  setUemciit  of  Maryland. 

I  coold  recite  a  hnndred  youthful  mcideiite»  which 
lilcated  the  enhRrprise  and  activity  of  my  fhtare  life»  hut 
they  would  be  of  little  interest  to  ray  readers*  M>  fu  st 
excursion  was  to  the  town  of  Baltimore,  for  the  purpose 
of  being  inoculated  for  the  small-pox.  This  dieeaee  in 
the  natural  way,  was  ae  frightfol  in  theae  daye  as  the 
plague  In  London  In  the  year  tSBS,  and  InocttYaUoii  wee 

con.Hidcrod  an  occult  art,  professed  at  tliut  period  in  tho 
suutliorn  states  by  a  Doctor  Stevenson  only,  wlio  by  bis 
success  acquired  great  celebrity. 
Hit  fint  It  was  my  ftr^t  absence  fhim  the  neii^oarbood  of  my 
fr^onr''^''  natire  domicile^  the  first  separation  from  my  only  pamt 
kome.  whom  I  worshipped,  and  the  emotions  produced  still  vi- 
brate on  my  heart;  as  so<in  as  my  horse  had  passed  the 
bounds  of  my  former  rides,  my  bosom  was  alfocted  by 
sensations  I  had  never  before  experienced  |  my  gaiety 
forsook  me,  and  my  young  heart  was  dMended  with 
anxiety :  I  had  left  behind  me  every  thing  I  loved,  and 
cotild  attach  no  iu teres t  to  what  was  before  me  5  seventy 
miles  appeared  an  endless  journeys  at  every  step  the 
chords  of  my  afl^tions  were  strained^  and  at  the  ap- 
proach of  sunset,  I  would  have  given  the  world  to  retem 
home.  I  wasy  however,  under  the  geidance  of  a  protsc* 
tor,  ai»d  ohlij^ed  to  prosecute  my  journey ;  but  as  I  ap- 
proaclictl  Baltimore,  my  youthful  inUn\  was  attracted  by 

the  uuvelties^  wbicli  the  place  even  then  presented }  and 
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when  I  entered  Market  street,  cxtenfiing  from  Qmj  f tr«ei  Gli^r. 
Mir  trwiMMrted  U  MMlliar  r^oB.  The  active  Menes  of 


the  commixture,  passage  and  rc-pussagc,  uftiv«tise 
men,  women  unU  chiUlrcii,  \\  a^<iiis,  ilrays  ^fi'*ts,  dogs  i^^n  ^ 


and  horses,  and  the  numeraiia  tawdry  signs  swinging  ^ 

asciM  a  dssm  of  adninilion  ai^ 
ivMcii  ahiM  mj  aolieitiMle  for  wliai  1  bad  left 

Mind.    Swtel  ductility  of  the  Iwmaii  mind!  wisely  or- 
dained by  a  beneficent  (  H  iitor  to  dissipati".  the  cart's,  to  • 
soothe  the  RorrowSf  and  Uiunl  Uie  ed^  of  auctions 
wJiich  ^  nan  is  lieir  to/' 

There  were  then  bat  few  haiMuiga  north  of  the  creek 
whirh  saw  4i video  the  city;  and  to  reach  Steveiison'a 
folly,  for  snch  was  the  reproat  hlul  {k.sii,iiiiaun  applied  to 
tlie  doctor's  uuilni^hed  mansion,  because  it  was  soaifi- 
wfaataioee  oonspkuoBB  than  thoee  of  his  neighbours*  it 
vaa  noGMavy  to  croea  acominon  of  near  lialf  a  mile. 

The  daea  with  which  I  waa  inoculated,  consisted  of 
John  Custis  and  James  Worniley  of  Virc^inia,  Jiimes  nnd 
JVrry  Fri7Jiy  of  Mpr>iiiiid,  with  half  a  dozen  oihcr 
young  gentlemen  from  the  soutiiern  provincefl^  of  wiiomf 
1  believe*  I  am  tlie  only  oiirvivor.  Fceliag  no  amirchcn-* 
alon  fkam  the  dieeaiOj  I  paid  little  respect  to  the  pi*e. 
flcribed  regimen;  and  aUbough  my  physician  frequently 
sittempted  to  ahum  me,  by  exclainting,  *^  i'ouug  gentle- 
waUf  by  JattuSf  y&u  will  U  peppered,^*  I  escaped  with  a 
alifhl  omptiva  Cever»  and  waa  marl^eii  by  a  aingle  pua- 
tide* 

The  anmeeinentg  Into  which  I  entored  with  my  new 

companions  employed  all  my  time,  and  (he  natural  t^aiety 
of  my  disposilioji,  cons])irin2^  with  Ihc  diversions  by 
which  1  was  encompassed,  bad  so  far  silenced  my  par- 
tiality far  lha  aotaee  of  my  birth  place*  that  at  the  end 
of  two  months,  1  feli  some  reluctance  in  withdrawing 
from  the  attractions  of  Baltimore  town.  Thus  were  the 
bonds  ul  iotal  allaL h mc nt  i*cnt ;  the  waluiit  and  the  cedar 
tuid  tbecheu'y  trees,  under  whose  shade  i  had  sparted-— 

Ihe  lawB  OA  whi^  k  hail  ianbolUd*  and  the  limpid  louii- 
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CHAP,  tain  fi*0Tn  which  1  had  drauk,  no  loiip;er  delighted  my  re- 
^'     collection,  and  the  sweetest  lig»w«ili  of  k«iiHM  tdBhc^* 
tiom  i^m  broken. 
It  VMM  be  uiMwceeMfy  to  mj,  n j  ednoolMNi  was  ot- 

■on'scdu.  porBcialy  because  the  reader  will  have  abundant  proofs 
cation.  tljc  fart.  I  read  the  Latin  classirs,  and  stnflicd  the 
inferior  branches  of  U»e  nuUhemalics^  under  William 
fienter,  aprifste  tetoTf  aai  a  gnHtaate  of  tiw  omvenilar 
of  Glasgow.  I  was  taken  tooearly  froan  sohoolf  and  piat 
to  the  stody  of  medtoiiie  aiidor  my  relation  Dr.  Jobs 
IjdikU  an  elevc  oi  hivS  uiiclu  Dr.  TljuiuiLs  Bond,  formerly 
»-  of  PUiiadelpbia.  This  gentleman  had  served  iu  a  provin-* 
eial  regifliSBt  on  the  borders  of  GaDada»  during  tbe  war 
of  1796*  and  like  an  old  asldleff  took  pleasare  In  recoaat;- 
ing  tbe  details  of  battles,  particularly  Bvaddoek^  defest 
near  Pittsburgli,  and  Wolfe's  victory  on  the  plains  of 
Ahrahain  j  and  to  this  circumstance  1  asci'Lbe  my  earUest 
military  predilections. 
u  sent  to  In  my  seventeeth  yeais  my  honoored  motber  sent  ma 
to  tbe  medicsl  school  in  Pbiladelpbia*  I  asrendtd  tbe 
Chescpeak  fr'un  Plump  point,  the  Rcat  of  niy  maternal 
grandmother  il^ifrhe,  to  Percli  crock,  from  whence  I 
crossed  tlu^  istlnuus  to  Ihimburgh,  and  ascended  the  De- 
lawaie  to  Piiiladelphia^  wbieb  at  tiiat  time  was  the  moat 
prompt  and  conveaient  mate  of  commimlcatioa  $  I  ar« 
rived  in  the  evening,  and  understsnding  a  detachment  of 
soldiers  were  quartered  in  the  northeni  Ifberties,  1  the 
next  day  \isitiul  the  barracks,  wiiere  four  companies  of 
the  iSth  or  Royal  Irish  resgiment  of  infantry^  and  a  com- 
pany of  Royal  artillery  were  stationed.  On  approaching 
the  gate,  for  the  first  tISM  in  my  life  I  belteld  a  man  int- 
dor  arniF?,  in  complete  uiiilorm;  he  was  a  rriitiii-"]  on  post, 
whose  appearance  rivettcd  my  attention:  alter  surveying 
him  attentively  from  head  to  foot^  I  passed  wiiliout  ob* 
stmction  and  entered  the  barrack  yard,  where  the  first, 
and  I  may  say  only,  object  that  strock  my  eyes,  was  the 
troops  on  parade  at  open  oriler,  wiiich  exhibited  a  more 
imprehsive  .spectacle  than  1  had  ever  seen;  indccdf  1  was 
fascinated^  and  gazed  with  astonishment  at  tbe  prompt- 
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ness  and  uniformity  of  the  manual  exercise  which  they  CHAP, 
performed :  hut  when  the  ranks  were  cfnsfil,  and  the 
laaewafl  wheeled  into  coiumnr— in  arciicdf— ^yccovcred  its 
graoBdr-doMd  «m1  Afciptoyc^f  I  ms.alrack  mm  the 
Idflft  of  a  paioM  mUf  bfolM  la  fkmm  mmi  fNit  in  m- 
tion ;  it  appeared  like  eticbantment*  and  my  bosoin  ihidb- 
bed  with  deliarlit;  my  fcelin.^  were  now  inlistcd — the 
latent  propenaiticft  whicli  bad  bMO  excited  by  my  relation 
Doctor  BouA,        awfulriart   inrt  fron  tbat  4au  1 MC 

Philftflelpbiafrom  1778  to  1775,  «t  whioli  tine  the  medi- 
cal class  exceeded  sixty,  of  whom  Doctor  Read  of 
CbarLeston,  is  the  only  surviving  acquaintance  witiiia 
mj  recaHecti—.  Wbibt  parniihli  my  atiMttflBf  I  soi^^ 
b»  iniilatinirlbit  beat  a!zaiuila&  to  aomin  irimfiilnieii  af 
aMrese  aad  eaae  af  naHaara,  and  tbeae  indinaUaiw  wtpa 
seconded  by  my  solicitude^  to  merit  liic  ucquaintaucc  of 
the  most  accomplished  and  respectable  of  Uie  fair  sex, 
wbose  ages  corresponded  witb  my  own.  Tbia  coadiict 
waa  not  in  alrict  aniaon  wlkh  tba  toato  «f  all  n^  daaa* 
*  nra(toa»aflid  axfioaad  nMtoaaiicnanMithat  tomlnatodlaan 
adventure,  which  left  me  to  the  free  exei*cise  of  my  own 
discretion;  and  to  the  connexions  formed  at  that  period, 
I  owe  the  insuperable  aversion  I  have  ever  bad  to  libavt- 
tiniaiii  and  proiligato diaaipatian;  aitba^gb  no  nuin  am 
indulged  nwra  freely,  or  taatod  mare  exqaiaitely,  tboaa 
refined  enjoyments  which  spring  out  of  the  reciprocities 
of  con, {genial  spirits^  and  the  intercourses  oi  vii-tuous  sen- 
sibility. 

MyacqiBintaacewitkM^orfiaBBiitoo»Ga|itomHaBu^ 
tott»  Lleototoanto  Bladcwaod,  Brayere,  Tiiat  aad  alher 
cifteeraof  Ibe  Boyal  Iridi,  was  not  fevoarable  to  my  pro- 

fcssinnal  studies,  but  it  was  extremely  i^ratcful  to  my 
taste;  and  if  the  contest  which  conuncnced  iu  1775f  bad 
not  taken  place,  it  is  bigblj  fioaBibie  I  migiil  have  liTod 
and  died  in  tbe  British  service. 

In  tlie  spring  of  1774  I  made  a  visit  to  New  York, 
wboia  1  became  acquainted  with  Tiiouias  Barclay,  Be- 
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GUAP.  vcrly  IloUinson,  Frederick  Philips^  Stoven  Watts,*  and 
^      several  other  young  geiiUeinen»  with  whom  I  pitfled  in 


4he  iWFyiiiy»%  lm|  for  wImb  I  ahaU  dMnsh  uncctiiiif 
■Mputt  Mi  attocB^  hmmm  they  uitimM  my  early  af^ 

fectionsy  anrl  have  j^rown  ^rey  in  honour.    At  the  samo 
pmod*  \  forriK-d  an  arquainUiice  wiUi  Mor/^n  Ldwis^ 
and  WiUiatn  Smithf  who  took  active  parte  in  the  ravoki* 
tlKpi J  •■ijr4iatgii»4ht  Iavw  of  tMr  €«istiy»  and  fM 
Aijoy  my  respei^'and  aMhctiM  wMie  lifo  eadiirct.      <  •. 
Otfml  r  II        iilMiHlvMiilcrpnsei^f  General  Grage  against  the 
f^*:^^'  t()\\  n  <il'  Concord  in  Massachusetts,  on  the  IDMi  April, 
against     irr^y  was  unwise  and  unneeessary;  clioikiutive  in  its  oh* 
Concord.         ^  inparteat  ia  Ifei  ciMMe^aewm.  Wlien  tl» 

part  of  liris  act  or  opMMMBlititj  laachtd  PIAiMiihia^ 
the  deepest  gioom  ofJcasi  the  whole  population;  the 
blow  was  sudden  and  unexpected;  the  swoid  had  btcn 
drawn;  blood  had  beeo  spilt;  and  lives  had  been  lost, 
Tlie  cUkma  ware  aeea  nwhled  ia  crawds  at  the  coi^ 
ners  of  the  otnetD  \  alana  a&4  tirrar  mre  azcitcdi  hat 
the  hitler  aafnmitiee  afeirtt  coatest  atiil  alambered;  the 
whole  city  exhibited  a  scene  of  funereal  gloom  and  still- 
ness ;  men  spoke  in  whisperB,  as  \i  afraid  of  being  over* 
heardy  and  tiie  solemn  peal  which  issued  from  the  hella  of 
Glwiat  chorchf  fAve  to  the  caiyaaotare  an  air  of  aiaarn* 
M  eoteamity,  and  oppmMd  with  eenw  tiw  aaoflMinf 
loyal  stii)jects  of  the  largest  city  in  British  America.  V>\\\, 
this  submission  was  shnrt-li  vcd ;  it  soon  gave  way  to  in- 
dignation,  resentincnty  and  denuodaiioiis* 
eencrtl  About  the  period  of  this  nwaiarable  eveat  I  retam* 
AViikinion  ed  to  Marjlaad^  aad  eat  dawn  ia  the  praetice  of  medicine 
nu  nces     near  (lie  ronfluciice of  the  rotomack  and  Monocacy  rivei-s. 

ti'ce  oT'  ^^'^     ^^^^  ^^^^  ^  April,  had  produced  a  gene- 

medicine. 

*  He  entered  the  serirtce  of  hU  soTemifn>  and  was  dcsperateljr 
WOimcieil  in  ilie  afi.tir  of  General  Herkimer  on  the  Mohawk  river,  be- 
tween the  Oriska  village  and  Fort  Schuyler,  and  was  left  on  the  field 
of  hiiitle,  where  he  l*y  several  days  in  agx)ny,  before  he  Wks  discover- 
ed and  relieved;  and  1  understand  died  not  long*  since  in  Ki>gluid< 
My  pta  cannoi  add  to  the  ttapecubility  of  Uie  other  geAtkioca. 
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f«l  spirit  ot  mlateRGB  IbmngkMot  Um  CfdwuMi  and  the  CHkt. 

iiSt.  My  ycMHb  had  not  ajUwid  m$  tkm^m  mmm,  to 

investigate  the  ««rHi«r  tiM  cwilf  ovcroy :  ny  i«|rmiona 
I-reeHved  from  the  highest  source  ot  uisduin  and  ▼irtiic* 
IriMn  those  dignifiad  aagca  of  the  country f  wbo  compo8a4 
llMi  fitat  Qmgt9m;  wbm^  faliojr  ma  ■nrnwiiil  1^  aqr 
ibiiajiii  ani  aofparni  bgr  tM  iradilMltMi  te  am 
which  1  had  pravioarfj  laMM. 

I  claim  no  credit  for  tlie  part  I  took,  when,  with  a  Take*  m 
burst  ot  entliusiasm,  the  recollection  of  wkick  warms  my  ^H^h^ht*. 
^tK  aaif  a|ipiamij»  1  dwiapid  iir  aigr  aailfa  caib^ 


Iryy  and  toond  mf  dwliay  to  btra.  lliraa»to  iiatt^  mh^ooT' 


impvlae  «Wab  altectoriaad  toa  tinck  Ite  MM  ca» 

{otiies  cxhibitr^,  in  those  days,  a  spectacle  awful  indeed 
to  uaarpers,  bot  charmiiig  to  the  Inaada  of  civil  liberty  | 
af  a'wMa  paoyie  rising  wMi  ana  acoMd»  to  ctoin  toa 
r%fttaf  aalf  ^aifamMrt*  witok  mi  iiiiiaa  Avm 

Creator: — If  indecision  was  known  at  ally  it  was  the  ma* 
inentary  pause  of  C?psar  at  the  Rubicon.  The  feelins^ 
of  ordinary  men  were  elevated  to  grandeur,  and  ail 
claoeee  feh  thaoiaelves  annalilad  by  a  contest  for  liberty. 

I  aMMla  my  noTfatoto  in  araM  and  ifsl  atiaaidwtd  a 
iretock  in  Oeofgetowni*  FotoaMHik»  toiving  assodatod 
myself  with  an  independent  company,  commanded  by 
Ciplaiii  'i'homas  Kii  liaidsoii,  a  Quaker,  from  Rhode 
Islandr  in  which  tlie  msiitorious,  unfortunate  General 
Llngan,  who  a  finr  yean  ago  fell  a  Tfetim  to  |iia  ^iti* 
cal  feoda  whldi  distgwa  asr  coantryy  was  a  sobalMli. 
Til  IS  company  waa  dvillad  once  a  waefc,  and  the  gracmd 
1)7  [Jul  ado  wkis  a  small  spot  of  table  land,  hanirioc^  over 
Kock  creek,  below  the  uj^*  biidge,  1  rtigideU  thirty 
miles  from  tha  place  of  farads^  but  was  puncteai  to  the 
vendazvons*' 

In  this  temper  of  tha  eo1oiiiifs»  ^  deilbarato  attodc  oT 

the  prnvi.'u  ials  at  Urc-d's  hill,  the  inh  of  .lure,  under 

tha  orders  of  General  Uage^  became  the  sigoal  tor  a  gc- 

•  Kow  tka  DbCiist  of  Columbia. 
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^IIAP.  neral  appeal  to  ai  ms^  and  determined  the  Congtess  to 
act  upon  tUc  otrunsive ;  troopij  wei  c  levied ;  the  town  of 


Boston  invested ;  and  ,(jreneral  \Vafihin§ton  a] 
commander  in  cbieL  ThMe  inoMtonts  excited 
ral  ardourt  and  determined  m  not  to  await  tho'terdy 

|)i  oceedingsof  committees  and  conventions,  Uicn  cn.i»agyd 
ill  urganisinc;  a  pec^iment,  ailerwaids  t  ornii);L?ided  bj  Co- 
lonel William  Smallwood;  but,  unrestrained  by  tbo  ad^ 
moiiitions  of  friends  and  relation8»  I  abandoned  my  pro- 
io^bn  for  evert  and  lit  mj  own  expense  repaired  to  tho 
;  ^  ^  .  camp  before  Boston,  in  Septembor,  and  as  a  volanteer^ 
'  joined  the  rifle  corps  under  the  gaiiaat  Colonel  WiUiam 
Thompson  of  Pennsjrlvanisu 

On  entering  tbe  camp  near  Boston,  I  was  atrock  iritli 
the  familiarity  which  prevailed  among  the  aoUiera  an* 
officers  of  all  ranks  ;  from  the  colonel  to  the  pHvate,  I 
observed  but  little  distinction;  and  1  could  uol  reiiaiii 
li'om  remarking^  to  the  young  gentlemen  with  whom  1 
made  aoquaintoncef  that  the  military  discipline  of  their 
troops  was  not  so  consplcooas  as  the  civil  snhordinathNi 
of  the  community  in  which  I  had  lived. 
Tbe  siege     The  sic^^c  of  Boston  was  attutidcd  by  no  signal  occur* 
ofBcMtofL  i-ence;  the    investissemciiV'  was  as  roinpiete  as  the  na- 
ture of  the  ground,  and  the  extent  of  the  lines  of  circum- 
vallationi  would  permil.  i  cannot  amose  the  reader  with 
intrepid  sorties  nor  desperate  assanlte,  but  I  will  endea^ 
vour  to  instruct  him,  by  an  illustration  of  the  effbcto  of 
Ti  e  sym-  habit  ou  the  human  min<J,  drawn  from  a  contrast  of  the 
177I5  con  insensibility  of  the  pre- 

trast'  a  '  sent   The  provincials  broke  ground  at  Plowed  inlly  Att«» 

otm^T  S^^^^^^f  ^^^^  north  west,  and  hi  frontt  of  the 

British  post  at  Bunker^s  bill^  on  the  penlnsola  of  Charies- 

town.  A  dclacliinent  ol"  riiicmvU,  ordered  to  cover  the 
working  parly,  took  post  in  an  oi*chard»  and  under  cover 
of  stone  fences  in  uciYance*  As  soon  as  tbe  enemy  dis- 
covered the  workmen,  they  opened  a  battery  upon  theraf 
and  kept  up  a  brisk  cannonade,  by  which  volunteer 
Sini]Hf>n,  of  PchusvlN  ania,  iuid  one  of  Inn  licils  lind  an- 
cles m  muck  shatter^f  that  a  mortification  endued,  and 
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he  died  in  a  few  flays.  This  young  man  was  viflHetl  and  CHAP, 
consolnl  durins:  his  illnPSR,  by  General  >V;isl,i nekton  in 
lfmaB0  aud  by  ninBt  of  the  officers  of  rank  iielonging  to 
tfcfl  •mqr.  £vevgr  «siHmii  of  the  hcvlty  was  made  to 
aitabant  aad  Ua  death  becawe  a  flieme  of  commoti  sor- 
lav  hi  an  anay  af  twelve  or  fMuieen  Hioaattfid  men.  I 
witnessed  effect  on  my  arrtvaly  two  or  three  weeks 
after. 

Oa  aaalfeer  acoaaioB,  Not.  iOtb»  the  enemj^  availiag 
htoietf  af  a  high  tMe  thai  inwMtaled  a  causeway  which 
eeaneeli  LedNaove  pofnt  with  ^  roain^  crossed  ChaHee 

river,  and  debarked  a  detachment  to  carry  off  several 
cattie  wbicli  were  feeding  on  the  insulated  spot.  As  sooa 
aa  thia  laoTement  waa  diacoveredf  the  rifle  corps  was  or* 
dared  to  dhiiodge  the  amraadera^aad  forded  oa  the  casae- 
way  waisi  deep:  hat  ^  enemy  perceiving  oar  determi- 
nation, retired  to  their  boats,  iiiid  were  out  of  the  ran^^e 
of  musket  shot  before  we  reached  ihe,  point  of  their  dc> 
barkatfon.  A  aioop  of  war  which  lay  in  the  river  openr 
ed  her  hattoviaaeti  aa;  and  a  private  soldier  In  a  recam* 
bent  pootair,  was  grazed  an  (he  rila  by  a  grape  aho^  . 
which  lacerated  the  muscular  and  intercostal  integuments 
in  such  u  manner,  as  to  leave  the  appearance  of  an  aper- 
ture into  the  cavity  of  his  body,  by  which  the  faculty  con- 
cladad  the  ball  had  enteredf  and  of  course  the  life  of  tha 
poor  aaMier  araa  despaired  of.  The  sollcltade  of  tha 
corps^  fWm  the  colonel  to  the  rankSf  was  so  strongly  ex* 
cited  by  the  hopeless  condition  of  this  man,  as  to  affect 
the  repose  of  the  camp  ;  and  if  money  could  Iiave  as- 
aared  his  recovei^,  the  fortunes  of  the  corps  would 
haro  heen  hedged:  contrary^  however,  to  all  caka- 
UXkm,  the  waonded  soldier  break&sted  heaiiily  the 
next  morning^,  and  in  spite  of  the  predictions  of  the  sur- 
geons, to  the  great  sattsfactiun  oi"  his  officers  and  com- 
radesf  was  on  bis  legs  in  a  week,  and  at  duty  in  a 
mmUu 

■ 

Compare  the  general  sympathy  and  fdiow  feding  ma« 

nifested  in  tlic  caseof  these  humble  individuals,  at  the  camp 
before  Boston  in  the  jwl775,  with  the  unheeded  scenes 

VOL»  I.  C 
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CHAP,  of  senseless  BlftHghlerf  wMch  we  ktmnmMlj  beheUt 

\  wherein  the  bloud  of  thousands  of  brave  men  lias  been 
wantonly  wasted,  to  promote  the  amljilious  virws  of  in- 
dividuals, and  Cfitablisli  a  ctiaracter  fur  national  courage, 
which  hull  been  most  solemly  rec«nled  witk  thci  bknAoi 
the  enemy  nknest  half  m  centncy  ngiwn  triraqphs  of 
Trenton,  of  Princeton,  of  Saratoga,  of  Monmouth,  of 
KiiiL;*s  raoiintahi.  Stoncy  point,  of  Powles  hook,  of 
tJie4Jowpens,  of  Yorktown,  ol  Jbltitaw,  and  many  other 
plarn ;  and  I  wiU  appeal  |o  the  caauist  and  the  phUoeo- 
pher  to  deckle*  whether  the  chnmcter  of  our  conntry  has 
improved  or  deterkiraled  in  the  mild  TirtoeSf  which  form 
Ihc  sweetest  traits  of  human  (  haracter,  and  most  cflec- 
tualiy  promote  the  happlneiis  of  mankind. 

The  resolution  displayed  by  the  proTincialaon  the  i7th 
of  Jone*  1775*  produced  effects  auspicloiig  to  the  Ameri- 
can caoasy  and  coextensive  with  the  war;  fpr  althou.i^h 
compelled  by  superior  nunibcrs  to  yivhi  the  ground,  llic 
obstinacy  oT  tlie ir  resistance  put  an  end  to  that  coniidcnce 
wiUi  which  ikey  had  been  firat  attacked,  and  produced 
measmres  of  caution  hordering  on  timidity*  Such  are  the 
Hloslons  to  which  enllghtend  man  is  sidifect.  There  can 
he  no  donbt,  that  we  were  indebted  to. these  caoses  for  the 
unmolested  occM[)iuuy  oi  onr  position  before  Boston, 
which  to  complete  the  inve&iissenient  was  necessarily  ex- 
tended Crom  Roxbury  on  the  right,  to  Mystic  river  on  the 
left,  a  rectilinear  distance  of  about  four  miles»  hut  hy  the 
only  practicable  route  at  least  three  leagaes.  The  town 
x)f  Boston  is  situate  on  a  peninsula,  united  to  the  main 
at  Koxbiii  y  on  the  soutli,  by  a  liilt'l■()^^  toHt;ne  of  land, 
aiMiut  a  mile  in  lengtli,  which  opened  directly  upon  oar 
estreme  r^ght.    Un  the  norths  it  is  separated  from 
the  peninsola  of  Charlestown  by  Charles'  river,  half 
a  milo  wide.    This  peninsula  is  connected  with  the  con- 
liiicnt,  by  a  short  narrow  causeway  immediately  under 
Bunker's  hill,  from  whence  41)cre  is  a  convenient  and 
prompt  communication  of  three  quarters  of  a  mile  to 
Flowed  hilU  our  extreme  lefit,  and  a  main  road  leadini; 
It  oar  head  quarters  at  Cambridge,  two  miUs  distaut*^ 
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-noN  avesnm  b«i»g  MtmM  hy  f^bnmg  wwkBf  dMUcilt  HUK^. 
cf  ttcnka,  the  r^tivc  poeiffon  of  the  two  armies  put  it  ^^^^^^^ 
in  the  power  of  the  British  commHiKlei',  to  conccnti  ate  i„,^ci;on0f 
his  main  force  at  either  extremity  of  his  line,  and  carry  ^^^^  ^ri. 
an  attack  againat  osr  right  or  left  at  hia  diacreUan  |  in  111^^' 
wlnoh  he  mnat  hava  heen  aaootaaMy  heoaaae  he  could 
tefa  mahod  Ma  novaamlBf  takaii  «a  by  aarpriae,  and 
beaten  us  in  detail — our  force  bein^'  iinavoidabiv  too 
widely  extended*  and  too  much  scattiK d  lor  seiisonabk* 
co-oparatioa*   These  opinioiia  are  not  the  conceptions  of 
flie  praaenft  mooMaiti  they  afe  ftraadad  aa  the  raiativa 
poaitloB  and  lha  oaanpaiativa  atraigth  of  tha  advesie 
corps^  as  viewed  at  the  pariadf  and  will  bear  the  strict- 
est scrutiny. 

The  British  army  under  General  Gage  in  UosUin,  con-  Conpm* 
sIsM  of  twenty  Ngimenls*  of  the  Una,  which  aagbt  not  uutngih 
to  bo  aaChnatod  at  kna  than  lOfiOO  mmthi  aa  ha  had  aaf^ 
ibrad  no  dianiaotlon  of  bia  three  hot  In  the  afkira  of  Lex-  corps!^ 

ington:):  and  Breed's  and  in  those  iiis  loss  could  not 
have  exceeded  seven  hundred,  even  if  wu  admit  oiic-tlnrd 
of  his  woimded  to  have  died#  which  is  an  undue  propor- 
tk»n  in  a  conibat  of  .aaiali  anna.  The  continental  armyt 
of  whkb  Qeneral  Waahington  took  the  command  at  Cam- 
bridge, July  3d,  1776,  was  rated  at  14,500  mllitia,||  with* 
out  a  shade  oi'  uniformity  in  its  oi^'ganization,  pay,  dress, 
arms,  or  exercise^  destitute  of  subordination  and  disci- 
plinof  and  fluctoating  from  day  to  day,  aa  the  caprice  of 


*  General  Wasbiogton*!  letter  to  the  President  of  Congress,  Jan: 
4th,  1776. 

t  The  Annual  Rejfistcr,  roLxiz.  p.  151,advertin{j  to  the  cvirM  itloa 
of  BottOD,  March  17th,  1776,  almost  nine  iDOOthi after  General  Waab* 
ington  took  the  conmmnd  at  Cambridge,  aays-tbe  army  did  not  exceed 
«t  that  tijiw  9000  AcoMy  and  effective  men ;  to  which  of  sick,  conva- 
|eicent,aeanien,atid  loyalisu.  2000  might  fairly  be  added 

%  On  the  19th  of  April,  the  British  had  308  wounded,  65  killed,  and 
30  made  prisoners*  alt  ranks  included. 

f  On  the  17th  of  June,  they  had  838  wounded,  uid  320  killed.  An- 
nual Register,  vol.  zrtii.  p.  138—135. 

\\  Goidoii's  iiislory,  vol.  L  p.  G67. 
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OKAP.  the  men  inciined  them^  to  absent  themselves  or  io  rejoin 
^'     libeirc^oera.  At  a  later  peiM*  tlie  Geiienl'fl  eoBmaftHl 


W9m  ffediiced  ta  MM  mm*  Tim  night  be  tawehiiwrf 

the  numerical  force  of  the  two  ainiics;  but  tffh^tive  tnil- 
iary  streiigili  consists  not  so  much  in  numbeis,  a^i  in  exact 
^tedidine  and  judicious  appointments.  la  hattles  whieh 
defond  an  profowiaaal  akMI  aad  eaperieaoBy  aamlma 
without  diieipiiney  prodaoa  dipet»ilcr»  paaict  aad  Meat. 
Our  men,  wlui  were  more  than  a  match  for  the  eiiciiiy 
in  disorderly  nkirmishcs.  or  beliiiid  bjeast-vvorks  ;\nd 
other  tmpeiUaientSy  when  bcoai^t  into  regular  action  ia 
apea  spacet  wauld  have  been  ofmrheliaed  by  their  awft 
confisiea.  Bendes^  ia  the  maath  af  Aagnety  tiia  ear- 
tridges  in  the  men's  boxes,*  together  witii  the  powderf 
in  magazine,  would  not  liave  sufliced  for  twenty-four 
rounds  a  man ;  and  the  artillery  was  so  badly  sappliedt 
thrpagboat  the  mog^  that  the  Geaeral  darad  aat  eiaplajr 
hiA  hattcriei  against  the  tawBy  bat  partially  aad  spar 
i^ngly. 

Effects  of  To  the  cool  courat^e  and  obstinacy  displayed  in  the 
cfBreed's  Jii*eed's  iulU  and  the  moral  influence  of  the 

'hUl*  bloody  lesson*  which  Sir  William  Howe  received  on  that 
day»  we  must  ascribe  the  military  phettomenon»  of  a  mot* 
ley  band  of  undisciplined  Ailierican  yeomanry,  scarcely 
superior  in  number,  lioldinsr  an  ai my  of  British  vete- 
ransy  in  close  siege  tor  nine  montlis ;  and  hence  it 
might  fairly  be  inferred^  that  our  independence  WHS  es* 
sentially  promoted  by  the  consequence  of  this  single 
battle.  The  firmness,  prudence,  and  vigilance,  of  Ge- 
neral Washiiiglon,  and  the  general  oUkcrs  assotiatctl 
with  liim,  were  well  adapted  to  prolit  by  tliese  first  ad- 
Power  rantages.  But,  if  while  we  lay  at  Cambridge,  the  enemy 
^J^j^  bad  advanced  against  us  from  Boston,  we  should  have 
been  beaten  and  dispersed;  our  artillery  and  munitions 
of  war  must  have  been  captured i  and  the  public  conli- 

•  General  Washing-ton's  letter,  Jan . .lOtli,  1776.    He  t] id  not  allov 
the  n^Lii  to  have  more  tlum  twelve  or  fit'iLC-n  c.u  tridgea  al  a  time* 
I  Citi»£ral  Waahlngtou's  letter^  Aug.  4lb«  1775,  ^ 
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woold  have  been  withdrawn  from  the  only  nuui  OHA^. 
o^ftUi  €f  mmmMmg  locid  htJMM  and  prq«dici%  ani  ^' 

ol  1776  was  composed;  or  if  tlie  army  bad  been  witli- 
drawn  from  the  jK)sition  in  w  liich  General  Washington 
iumi,  itr  ^  sffect  would  have  beeu  the  mum :  indesdb 
loder  tlie  fimwaUa  mm^km  of  Uni  aaaagii^  tlie  img^ 
mmce  audi  cnpriet  wluch  form  predoahiaail  Iralta  in  llw 
character  of  uiy  countrymen,  had  gcnciiitcd  some  discon- 
tents and  murmurs  against  General  Washington^  lor  bis 
pa|ipiiiiii  iMMttvHjr  beibra  BiMtoa.  This  fact^  aaMNig  a 
Hmooami  others  ahawa  iMfwdWoidt  U  ia  at  a  Mrtaaoa  to 
judge  of  tlia  eondoet  of  men  eiitr«9ted  wfitli  ndHtary  opo» 
rations.    I'hc  public  did  not  know  at  that  tin  jo,  that  the 
eaemy  possessed  tbc  power  to  dislod|^  the  Geoeral  at 
tiieir  discretion^  aad  that  he  was  ditpoaed  to  hasard  tlio 
despemfo  enterpritOy  of  attacking  tlie  town  In  halteaiiz 
hy  water  from  Caaibridge  river.  But  his  plan  was  reject-  Propotl- 
cd  by  a  council  of  war,  vvhicli  irnhlrated  liis  jmrposes,  for-  Jj^^^ 
tunately  for  bis  fame  and  for  the  country;  as  the  ata-  ton,  re- 
thnary  batferiea  of  the  enemy  in  West  Boston^  indepea-  ^^uncli  of 
^t  of  his  light  train,  would  have  prerented  oor  fragile  wir. 
transports  tVom  reaching  the  powder  liouse  or  Carton's 
poiiit,  tiie  meditated  points  of  debarkation,  and  forced  us 
to  attempt  a  landing  at  the  common*  on  a  flat  shore  under 
n  low  hanky  enlUaded  from  Boston  neck*  and  in  the  face  of  ^ 
at  least  forty  pieces  of  field  artillery,  which  would  pro- 
bably have  destroyed  us  wit  hout  the  co-upcrtitiiiu  oi  small 
arms.  The  perilous  circumstances  of  ntn*  situation  about 
that  time*  is  well  described  by  General  Washington  in  hia 
letters  of  January,  1796.  On  the  first  day  of  that  month* 
the  commander  in  chief  addressed  the  I'residenL  ol  Con- 
gress in  the  ibilowiiig  language :     It  is  ml  perhaps  in  the 
power  oj  history  to  furnish  a  ease  like  owrs^-io  mainUiin  a 
post  mthm  musket  shot  of  the  enemy f  for  mac  monlAs  tt^e^ 
iheTf  wUhotd  [powder];  cmd  at  the  same  time  to  di«tond  one 
army  and  rccruU  aiujihcr,  witMn  tluit  matance,  of  twenty 
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CH4P.  odd  Urituh  regimentSf  is  more  than  prohati^  was  ever  at- 
tempUd  j''  and  General  Greene*  writes  his  ♦'riend  from 
Prospect  hill^  Jan.  4Uif  1770$    Our  situation  has  been  cn«> 
Ucttli  w  have  no  part     tht  militia  m  thu  kiilf  aAA  the 
nightafkr  the  M  troopa  wemd  off,  leould  mot  hoot  fiuMHer- 
fiiJOO  men,  mtwUlisianding  the  returns  of  the  new  udist^ 
menis  amount  to  1900  and  upwards.** 
L     That  this  account  of  our  critical  and  distressful  situa* 
tioQ  dmag  ih»  aiege  of  Boston  is  no^  exaggerated,  and 
that  we  owed  our  safety  to  the  suptneness  of  Sir  Williaa 
Howe,  I  will  licic  iiiUuiUuc  ;ui  autliorii)  abo\c  conua- 
Tersy ;  because,  if  the  stHiidlDg  of  tlm  writer  did  not  sanc- 
tion his  reports^  the  natural  stylo  ami  unaffected  manner 
in  whicli  he  details  ohvious  truths  and  painful  apprehen- 
aiottSp  -would  cany  conviction  to  the  heart  of  increduU^ 
itself:  at  the  same  time,  I  talie  unfeigned  pleiisui^e  in  of. 
feringthis  confidential  communication  of  General  Wash- 
ington to  tlie  woxldy  as  a  mirror  in  wiiich  the  heart  and 
the  head  of  the  man  are  seen»  without  affectation  and 
withottt  disguise:  I  with  pride  present  it  as  a  testimonial 
€f  his  discernment,  his  vigilance,  his  candour,  mac^nani- 
inity  and  patriotism,  which  speaks  more  for  iiis  great- 
ness and  his  virtues,  thao  volumes  of  servile  adulation 
or  inflated  pani^jrriCf  and  must  be  received  among  the 
brightest  and  most  durable  ornaments  which  can  decorate 
the  history  of  our  country.  When  we  review  the  patience, 
the  perseverance,  the  equanimity  the  undeviating  con- 
sistency and  iniicxible  resolution  oi  this  patriot,  in  pros- 
perity and  adversi^f  and  compare  him  with  the  political 
pigmies  of  tlie  present  dajy    who  solely  intent  to  Uese 
^emselves,''  clamber  up  the  heights  of  ambition,  regard- 
le.^3  (Ji  llic  means,  and  louk  down  witii  distiain  oh  the  au- 
thoi-s  oi  tiieir  elevation,  we  may  turn  wuli  shame  and  hu- 
miliation from  the  disgusting  contrast,  and  may  well  ex- 
claim, **  From  what  high  hopes,  to  whut  relapse  unlocked 
for,  have  we  fallen.*^ 
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CHAP. 

«  Cambridge,  llih  Jatu  ±77^.  \^^r^ 

^  Dear  Sir, 

«  Tiie  bearer  presents  an  opportunity  to  me,  of  ac- 
knowledging the  receipt  of  your  tUvour  of  the  30th  ultf- 
in^i^  (which  never  came  to  my  hands  UU  last  night)  and^ 
if  I  have  not  done  U  before^  of  jonr  oilier  of  the  £Sd  fre* 
ceding. 

*  «  The  hints  you  have  communicated  from  time  to  time> 
not  only  deserve  hut  do  most  sincerely  and  (  ordially  meet 
with  my  tkianks.  You  rnniint  render  a  more  acccptabio 
wmice,  nor  in  my  estimation  give  me  a  more  convincing 
proof  of  yoor  friendship,  than  by  a  free,  open»  and  nn* 
disguised  account  of  every  matter  relative  to  myself,  or 
-  conduct  1  can  bear  to  hear  of  imputed  or  real  errors. 
The  man  who  wishes  to  stand  well  in  the  opinion  of  othern, 
most  do  this;  because  he  is  thereby  enabled  to  correct 
Ills  faults,  or  remove  the  prejudices  whhsh  are  imbibed 
against  him.  For  this  reason,  I  shall  thank  you  for  giv- 
ing me  the  opinions  of  the  world,  upon  such  points  a«i 
yeu  know  me  to  be  interested  in ;  for,  as  1  kKf%  but  ono 
capital  olyect  in  vieWf  I  cooid  wish  to  make  my  condnd 
coincide  with  the  wishea  of  mankmd,  as  fhr  as  I  can  con« 
sistently ;  I  mean  without  departing  fVom  that  great  lino 
of  duty  \\  liicli,  tltough  hid  under  a  cloud  for  some  time, 
from  a  peculiarity  of  circumstances,  may  nevertheless 
bear  a  scrutiny.  My  constant  attention  to  the  great  and 
perplexing  objects  which  continually  rise  to  my  view^ 
absorbs  all  lesser  conslderRtions,  and  indeed  scarcely  al- 
lows roe  to  reflect,  that  there  is  such  a  body  in  existence 
as  tiic  general  court  of  this  colony,  but  when  I  am  re- 
minded of  it  by  a  committee;  nor  can  I  upon  recollec- 
tion^ discover  in  what  instances  (I  wish  they  would  be 
more  explicit)  I  have  been  inattentive  to,  or  slighted 
them— 4hey  could  not,  surely,  conceive  that  there  was  a 
propriety  in -unbosoming  the  secrets  of  an  .army  to  them 
•^that  it  was  neoessaiy  to  ask  tbeir  opinion  of  throwing 
up  an  latrenchmentf  forming  a  battalion#  Ac  &c.;  it 
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CHAP,  must  therefore  be  what  I  before  hinted  to  jou,  and  how 
^      to  remedy  it  I  bardljf  kooWf  as  I  am  acquainted  wiik  tow 
of  the  members^  never  go  out  of  my  own  linea^  or  see  mj 
of  them  in  them. 

«I  am  exceeding  sorry  to  hear,  that  your  little  fleet . 
has  been  shut  in  by  the  irost*  1  hope  it  lias  sailed  ere 
this,  and  given  yon  some  inroof  of  the  utility  of  it^  and 
enabled  the  Congress  to  bestow  a  little  more  attention  to 
the  affkirs  of  this  army»  which  sufibra  exceedin.qly  by 
their  over  much  business,  or  too  little  attention  to  it.  W  o 
arc  now  without  any  money  in  our  treasury — powder  in  our 
magazines— arms  in  our  stores.  We  are  without  a  bri- 
gadier (the  want  of  which  has  been  twenty  times  urged) 
—engineers— expresses  (though  a  committee  has  been 
appointed  these  two  moiiihs  to  establish  them)— and  by 
nm\  by,  when  we  shall  be  called  upon  to  tukc  the  11' Id, 
shall  not  have  a  tent  to  lay  in«— 'Apropos,  what  is  doing 
with  mine  ? 

These  are  evils  but  small  In  comparisonof  those  which 

disturb  my  present  repose.  Our  inlfstments  are  at  a 
stand ;  the  fears  I  ever  entertained  are  realised ;  that  is, 
the  disconiefded  officers  (for  I  do  not  know  how  else  to 
aoGonnt  for  it)  have  thrown  such  difiicalties  or  stumbling 
blocks  in  tiie  way  of  recruiting,  that  I  no  longer  enter- 
tain a  hope  of  completing  the  army  by  voluntary  inliat- 
ments,  and  1  see  no  move  or  likelihoods  to  do  it  by  other 
means.  In  the  two  last  weeks,  wc  have  inlisted  but 
about  a  thousand  men,  whereas  I  was  confidently  led  to 
believe,  by  all  the  officers  I  conversed  with,  that  wo 
ahodd  by  this  time  have  had  the  regiments  nearly  com- 
pleted. Our  total  number  iipnii  paper  amounts  to  al>oiit 
10,500 ;  but  as  a  large  portion  of  these  are  returned  not 
joined,  I  never  expect  to  receive  them ;  as  an  ineffectual 
order  has  once  Issued  to  call  them  In;  another  is  now 
gone  forth,  peremptorily  reqiiirin.i^  all  officers  under  pain 
of  being  cashiered,  and  recruits  as  bciri.i^  Undated  as  de- 
serters, to  join  their  respective  i-egimcnts  by  the  first  day 
of  next  month,  that  I  may  know  my  real  strength ;  but  if 
my  fears  ore  not  imaginary,  I  shall  havo  n  dreadM  ac- 
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vamai  oC  tiM  adTaiioed  noiitk's  pa^.  In  consequenoi  tf  chap. 
Iht  — liuciM  gifm»  Md  my  wpsetaAioa  of  baniif  at 
iMHimiMough  irifaM  todeftndMr  Km*  to  wUch '"^'^ 
may  be  added,  ray  tinwillingiMas  to  barthen  the  cause 
with  nnnecessaTT'  expense,  no  relief  of  militia  has  been 
ordered  iny  to  aoppljr  Uie  places  of  tboaa  wbo  are  released 
Cma^befaf  OBgagaiMito  to-norrowy  and  on  whom  (Iboi^ 
Mttj  hm  promiaed  to  contiaoo  ool  the  moM)  theva  ia 
tto  aacorfty  flNf  IbolF  ata]^* 

Thus  am  I  situated  with  respect  to  men :  with  regard 
to  arms  I  am  yet  worse  off.  Before  the  dissolution  of  tba 
obi  amft  I  iasaed  m  order  directing  three  judkiowi 
Mil  of  oilob  bfifide^  to  attondf  ffoirieir»  and  aj^rniaa  Ibe 
good  nnna  of  of eiy  regiment ;  and  indtof^  a  vary  groat 
unwijllngn^  in  the  men  to  i)art  with  their  arms,  at  tbo 
same  time  not  having  it  in  my  power  to  pay  them  for  the 
montbs  of  Norembcr  and  December,  I  tbreatened  8&- 
verely,  tbat  everj  aoldier  wbo  abonid  carrjr  away  bla  fire^* 
locb  vMbont  toam^  fliodd  nefar  roodvo  pay  tor  tbooe 
nMmtos ;  yat  oo  naary  bafo  boon  carried  off,  partly  by 
^alth,  but  chiefly  condemned,  that  we  have  not  at  this 
time  one  hundred  g-una  in  the  stores,  of  all  that  have  beca 
taken  in  tbo  pciao  abip  and  from  tiie  sobiiery,  notwith« 
atandli^  oar  r^gtownto  ara  not  balf  comptoto  |  at  tbo 
saoM  tea  I  aM  taU,  and  bcUovo  it,  tbnt  to  ratnin  tbo 
inlistmeBt  to  mm  with  arms,  you  will  get  but  few  of 
tJic  former,  and  still  fewer  of  the  latter^  which  would  be 
good  for  any  thing.  How  to  get  furnished  I  know  not* 
I  bave  appliad  to  tbia  and  tbo  neighbouring  coloniee,  but 
witb  wbal  onoooM  tlao  00^  can  toll.  Tbo  reiectton  on 
nyaltaatioa  and  that  of  tbis  army,  pfodocea  many  an  on* 
happy  hour  when  all  aroand  me  are  wrapped  in  sleep.  Few 
people  know  the  predicament  we  are  in,  on  a  thousand 
.accQOots;^  fewer  still  witt  boUofo  if  any  dbmatar  bnppona 
to  thaao  Ifama,  ftmn  wbaa  canaa  it  iowa.  Ihnfooiton 
thought  bowoMMdi  hanFi^r  I  shooM  bOTO  boon.  Iff  Instead 
of  accepting  the  command  nnder  such  circumstances,  I 
had  taken  my  musket  on  my  shoulder  and  entered  tho 
ranbOf  or.  If  i  conM  boYO  jnatIM  tbo  moaaore  to  poato* 

TOL.  L  D 
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CHAF.  rity  and  my  own  conscience,  had  retired  to  tlie  back  conn- 
And  llTediii  a  wigwMi.  If  I  shall  be  able  to  rise  su- 
perior to  these*  and  many  otlier  difcliWes  wfckli  vdgii* 
be  enumerated,  /  sMI  mmt  tfci^tsiniy  Mtevff  ftet'Ma 

finger  of  Frovidence  is  in  it,  to  biiud  the  eyes  of  our  ene» 
mies;  for  surely  if  wc  get  well  througli  this  month,  it 
must  be  for  want  of  their  knowing  the  diaadvantagaa  wa 
labonr  under, 

M  Could  I  have  Ibreieen  tbe  MMllieo  whMi  hart 

come  upon  us ;  could  I  Imto  known  timt  sadi  a  baiA* 
wardness  would  have  been  discovered  among  the  old  sol- 
diers* to  the  service,  all  the  generals  upon  earth  sliould 
not  have  con?Uiced  me  of  the  propriety  of  dekjiag  aa 
attack  upon  Boston  tfH  this  tisan.  Wbsn  it  oan  myw  ba 
attempted,  I  will  not  undertake  to  say  ,*  bat  this  muidl  I 
will  answer  for,  that  no  opportunity  can  pi*escnt  itself 
earlier  than  my  wishes.  But  as  this  letter  discloses  some 
interesting  truths*  I  shall  be  somewhat  nnaasjr  nstil  I 
liear  it  gets  to  yoar  band^  aHtioagli  tbe  conroyance  is 
thought  safe. 

«  Wc  made  a  successful  attempt  a  few  nights  ago,  upon 
tbe  houses  near  Bunker's  hill.  A  party  uiulor  Major 
Knowlton,  crossed  upon  the  mill  dam,  (tite  night  being 
darit)  and  set  fire  to  and  burnt  down  e^lbt  out  of  four- 
teen wlikh  were  standing,  and  whieb  wo  found  Asy  wore 
daily  pulling  down  for  faeL  FIvo  soMleni,  and  the  wife 
of  one  of  them,  inhabiting  one  of  the  houses,  were 
brou^^ht  off  prisoners  I  another  soliUer  was  killed ;  nona 
of  GUI'S  hurt*  ' 

4«  Having  unddobtod  infomnHott  of  tho  saharfcation  of 
troops  (somewhere  from  tbree  to  ivo  bundrsd,)  at  Bos- 
ton, and  being  convinced  they  are  designed  cither  for" 
New  York  government  (from  whence  we  liave  some  very 
disagreeable  accounts  of  the  conduct  of  tbe  toffies)  or  Vir« 

8inla»  1  deapatcbed  Gsaeral  Lea  a  fow  days  agu^  in  Older 
to  secare  t|to  dlgr  of  Now  York  Dram  folKng  into  tbato 
haadaa  as  tba  coaseqaences  of  such  a  blow  might  prova 

♦  MiUtia  who  LaU  bitkcn  arms  the  preceding  iprmg  anU  »umaAf« 
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fatal  to  our  interests.   He  is  also  to  enquire  a  iiUiA  into  CI14F» 
tibe.condoct  «f  Um  JUong  Islandersy       mmIi  olbflrs  as 
htm    timift  nwilngt  mii  dedMmUflM»proTOltlieBMrfvat  ^^"^^ 
iMiiimltathcmiininmm    TacAct  tlMieiNirpQM, 

he  is  to  raise  Yoluntecrs  in  Connecticutt  and  call  upon  iLe 
troops  of  JS'ew  JemjTi  if  not  coiitrai;y  to  aM^  oi'der  of 
44»ngresa. 

«<By  »  Blup  jm/k-mnmA  «t  Pofflmoiilb»  N«w  ttMnp- 
iMive  ImIm  fital»  t9  Hit  fld  of  {ion  contoiii- 

ing  the  addresses  of  parliament,  which  contain  little  mors 
than  a  repetition  of  the  speech,  with  assurances  ol  Htand- 
kjf  to  mitfiBsty  «iUiii?cs  and  UirUuies.  Tlie  captains 
(to  llMiiwsis  Umor  Jbwof  tlm  pasisngftw)  sa^  that 
we  hwro  aetki^g  to  esptct  but  Iho  most  Tigorous  ezcr- 
tkms  of  administrationf  who  have  n  dead  majority  upon 
ail  questions,  although  the  Duke  ul  Ui  ai  ton  and  General 
Conwajr,  have  joined  the  minoritj»  as  also  tlie  Hi  shop  of 
rsffirtnfineli  Timo  capcaios  affirm  confidenlij,  that . 
tto  ive  legiiiieiitBi  frem  Irdftod  cannot  any  of  them  bsTO 
wn¥nA  at  Hallfiuiy  inasmuch  as  that  by  a  violent  storm 
OB  the  IDtli  oi  Uctubci,  the  transports  wtrc  forced,  m  a 
.  Tory  distressed  conditioOf  into  Miitord  haven  (>\  ales), 
and  were  not  in  a  condMien  to  put  to  sea  when  they  io& 
Lsndmh  aad  tbo  weather  has  been  each  sincet  as  to  pnh 
imt  heavy  loaded  ships  horn  making  a  passage  hy  this 
time.  One  or  two  transports,  they  add,  were  lhouL;lit  to 
be  lost;  but  these  arrived  some  considei*ahle  time  ago  at 
Beaton,  with  three  compaalea  of  the  I7th  rc^t't^^cnt. 

«  Mr.  8.  Sayre  has  been  coowiitted  to  the  Towers  opon 
thoifltomatioo  of  a  eerlain  lionlenant  or  Adjntant  Ri- 
chardson (formerly  ol  your  city)  iur  treasonable  practices; 
an  intention  ot  seizing  his  majesty,  and  possesstn^:^  him- 
aelf  of  the  Tomer,  il  is  aaid  in  the  Crisis  |  bat  is  admitted 
to  hail  Umself  in  Mial»  aad  two  saretieo  in  850i.  eaefc.~ 
What  ave  IIm  esnjettmoe  of  wise  ones  wtth  yoo,  of 
the  French  armament  in  the  West  Indies  I — Butpi  i  vnnis 
to  Uiis,  is  Utcre  any  certainty  of  such  an  armament? 
The  captains^  who  are  sen^ble  meof  heard  nothing  of 
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speeches  of  administration.    I  should  tliiok  the  Congrv^s 
ivill  not*  ought  ttot»  to  Myuum  at  this  iuiportaiit  crisis  ; 
>■T^fc^tUia^^g^l^yM^^■^■fJ^dN^lam«ti>wl 
•mml  ahMtrf  piiar»lhitlgfc»iiM«4i>Mm«iy  iBWUt. 
of  malttre  W  awthtr  totlBr>  I  AM  thtwfepe»  hi  Mwh- 
W  asliiiigtoifa  iiamey  thank  you  for  juur  gooti  wishes  to* 
wards  iier>  and  with  cgmfiinianti  uliM  to  niiie^  to  Mra» 

MBaarSirf 

M  Tour  abrapa  nd  ilirtiiiaiiMi  aorfL" 


This  letter  needs  no  comment ;  it  is  a  most  honourable 
testimonial  of  the  entire  confidence  of  General  W  ashing- 
ton, in  his  secretary  Colonel  Joseph  Heed,*  which  could 
Bot  have  been  reposed  in  a  more  honoaraUe  maib  a 
,  more  faithful  friendf  or  a  more  sealoos  patriot;  it  also 
sustains  the  truth  of  the  observation,  that  complaints  aiiti 
nuuiniirs  had  been  excited  against  the  coiiitnander  at 
Cambridge,  which  may  be  considei*cd  the  germ  of  the 
cabal,  which  was  afterwards  matured  against  him* 

Thssb,  indeed,  weu  timbs  which  tubd  im's 
soiTLs  I  but  they  have  passed  away  and  are  forgotten, 
and  the  personal  services  and  suffenn^^  of  those  days,  no 
longer  appear  to  obtain  that  consideration  in  the  eyes  of  ^ 
the  rulers  of  the  republic^  which  the  biessiogs  of  liberij 
and  independence  secured  ought  to  inspirs.-  - 
Conduct  It  is  (Unicult  to  ai count  for  Sir  William  Howe*s  rx- 
nl  Hove,  caution,  alHer  he  succeeded  General  Gage  in  com- 
mand»  aa  the  situation  was  calculated  to  excite  his 
energies ;  hut  whatever  may  have  been  the  cause,  whe- 
ther motives  of  personal  policy,  or  views  to  ulterior  ope* 
rations  on  a  more  favourable  thcatie,  or  the  desire 
to  spare  his  troops,  until  he  should  receive  reinforce- 

*  Af\erw&fds  adjutant-gtiacral  of  Uie  ftirny,  and  Aubsef^u^nUy  gow 
ternor  tf  reniiijl?ama. 
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t,  or  whether^  which  is  most  probahfe,  he  wait*  CHAP. 

fliitmiiiy  far  <to  rif^kmwi  t  lh>  fto  wf 

iuflering  hffflself  to  be  shut  up  in  tlic  town  of  Boston^ 

lie  enabkd  General  WMlMB^n  to  make  a  aelectioii  of  Mdof 
^  »  ...  GommI 

•tteeriy     kvy  m  nm  miyy  to  trgaaite  Ms  otrpi^  ^  Wubiit. 

to  cheHsk  the  cunfldvBCi^  ^  Mb  tiiM9p0f  flii4  to  intoflo 

amonc;  them  some  sense  of  the  *•  esprit  du  corps."  Nop 
did  he  imitate  the  example  of  kis  antagonist ;  for»  how- 
ever pinjr  hie  forcet  Imwever  ctetteueribed  hie  neaitf^ 
ke  oMitted  no  enterpriee  calculatod  to  etreitoii  the  qvar^ 

tors  of  the  enemy.  To  this  cinl,  and  to  keep  up  an  im- 
posiij,!^  appearance,  he  siircessivcly  ok  iij)ir(l  Plowed  hill,^ 
Cobble  hilli  Lechmore  jxiinty  and  Dorchester  heights. 
Thfee  enfroechmente  brooghfc  into  operation^  aeveral 
bSat^'^iitterieB  of  the  enemyy  Ia?ish1y  and  persevering- 
I7  scfTed  witli  shot  and  sliclls,  which  were,  on  our 
part,  languidly  returned^  from  want  of  powdery  but  the 
fire  of  the  enemy  produced  good  effects ;  the  fow  lives 
wiiich  were  lost  serving  to  prove  its  inefficacj^  and  in- 
crease the  hardihood  of  oiir  militia*  As  a  volunteer,  I 
accompanied  those  several  operations,  excepting  the  first; 
and,  at  this  day,  can  retrace  in  my  own  bosom  the  rapid  . 
transition  from  apprelicnsion  to  indifference* 

The  occupation  of  Dorchester  heights  ena^iled  us  to  Occupan. 
enfilade  the  eiiemy*^  works  on  Boston  neck,  laid  open  the  cLL^'* 
southern  quarter  of  the  town,  exposed  a  part  of  the  har-  hcigfati, 
hour,  and  therefore  reduced  him  to  the  alternative  of  dis- 
possessing nSt  or  abandoning  his  position*   We  broke' 
ground  on  those  heighto  in  the  night  of  tlie  4th  of  March,'^ 
and  as  soon  as  we  were  discovered,  the  enemy  made  de-  MarcU  i. 
munsti'iitiuus  ui  a  desigu  to  dislodge  us*   A  body  of 

•  Prpcdhip^  i!ic  annivcisnry  of  thr  mussacre  in  1770,  vhcn  a  Bos- 
ton mob  turccd  u  guard  to  iire  upon  and  kdl  several  of  them,  rlie  nflt- 

by  a  jury  of  the  couairy. 
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OBAT,  troops  were  embarked  from  Boston^  and  tiie  tmsportst 
accompanied  by  a  flualing  baUery,  fell  down  the  bay  to 
^^^'^^  tlic  vicinity  of  tlie  castlOf  with  the  apparent  intention  to 
Mavk  on  tte  aortfa  MtCem  ahovsoC  Uia  tinigiitn>  vhMk 
dadiae  ui  that  4mottoaf  and  temuiate  in  a  flat  af  aoM 
extent^  projected  witliin  half  a  mile  of  CaaHa  island* 
Tlie  traijs]KU  tn  ( amc  to  anchor,  and  boats  put  otV  trom 
them*  cvidfiiitJy  to  ^ardi  lor  ianUiiigs,  and  examine  aa 
ckMj^  aa  paaaiMa  our  paaitioa  and  tbe  worka  wa  had 
Ibfown  wfju  From  theaa  ciraunataacea^  it  iMa  bean 
iniilorm  opinioi).  Sir  William  Howe  in  making  the  de« 
tachmenty  obeyed  a  Iiasty  impulse^  witlmMtt  taking  time  ^ 
to  waif^h  ooBB0f|aaiiQea ;  and  that  on  a  mora  <^aae  axami- 
natftn  of  oar  worka  and  nanitiara»  hia  troopa  were  wiae* 
ly  laoalled;  bacaaae,  if  three  thonaand  man  had  been  cnl 
to  pieces  by,  fifteen  huiiili  cil,  in  dislodging  tlic  provin- 
cials from  an  uniinished,  contracted  redoubt  at  Breed's 
hilly  it, would  liavc  required  more  Uiaa  General  Howe'a 
whife  army  to  have  driven  ua  from  a  post  tbrioa  .as  diflU 
cult  of  acoessy  and  defended  by  strong  worka  and  fbnr* 
fold  numbers,  better  oiganiscd,  better  armed,  better  fit- 
ted for  action^  and  more  jucUciously  disposed.  The  re- 
tnm  and  deharkation  of  the  enemy  at  Boaton  the  next 
morniag*  €vi||iced  hia  abandonment  of  the  meditated  at« 
tacky  which  haa  been  in  my  judgment  erroneously  as- 
cri!)i>d  by  our  historians,  to  a  gale  wiikh  orctirrecl  ii]  (he 
ni^ty  and  derauged  the  order  of  his  transports,  drivin|; 
adreral  of  them  on  theahoala  of  Goveraor'a  ialaad. 

The  enemyy  now  left  without  alternative^  took  inlBM* 
diate  measiar4:s  for  the  evacuation  of  the  town;  which 
was  no  doubt  accelerated  by  our  breaking  ground  on 
Nook's  hilly  a  northern  spur  or  projecliun  of  Dorcheater 
heighta^  almoat  within  point  blank  ahot  of  hia  worka 
on  Boston  neck,  whkh  it  enfiladed,  and  also  complete* 
ly  commanded  tlio  southern  pai  t  <.!'  the  town  aud  har- 
bour. Anticipating  tliis  movt  nicnt.  General  Howe  had 
placed  and  pointed  a  heavy  hattci  y  to  prevent  the  en- 
■croachmeaty  which  waa  opened  the  moment  oar  plck> 
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nsifiB  w«re  heard  on  the  froseii  earUi»  and  produced  chap. 
Urn  dBsinid  efltocti  for  the  camAade  wm  Immtsbk^  ^  ^ 
aid  tiMiged  Um  working  party,  tfter  the  losi  6f  a  Ibw 
aMtty  to  retire  b«ibre  the  first  ran^  of  gabions  were  fill- 
ed :  but  the  enemy  contimn  t!  a  furious  cannonade  the 
wkoie  night,  and  on  looking  at  the  ground  a  few  days 
albeiv  I  fouad  it  literally  pioigii^d  af  i  the  riwt  making 
Imichea  in  the  frozen  earfh  which  weald  1iaf«  received 
Hie  bedy  of  a  horse.  1  had  the  curiosity  to  examine  thifi 
battery,  after  we  gut  possission  ol  the  town,  and  think  it 
consisted  oi  nine  32  pounders^  which  were  apiked  ai^  iett 
m  their  carriagee  withoat  ether  injaiy. 

Sariy  in  thia  month  General  Waahinston  eonihrred  on'  Mvmh, 
me  my  first  commissian  of  captain,  in  the  regiment  com-  r,oneral 
manded  by  Colonel  James  Ucady  of  New  Hampshire,  ^^  i^jnson 
hearii^  date  September,  1775 ;  bat  being  attached  to  i^^Q. 
Genoval  Qreene^a  fomily,  I  did  tto€  join  tt  nntH  I  readi- 
ed New  York.  Ow  (he  morning  of  the  ITth,  the  advanced  Bweiay 
guards  announced  the  retreat  of  the  enemy  from  Bun- g^^"^^** 
ker's  hiil,  and  soon  after  advice  was  received  from  Dor-  Maw:h  ir, 
eheeter,  that  hia  fleet  waa  fhUIng  dawn  to  Naataaket 
read. 

On  the  confirmation  of  this  intelligenf^  from  head 
qaartcrs,  I  accompanied  Colonels  Starke  and  Reed  to 
take  a  view  of  Banker^s  hill,  and  the  memorable  theatre 
ef  action  on  the  Iftfa  Jmie»  1775*  where  the  sword  ditfi 
aevered  the  ties  of  conaangolnity,  ahd  cot  asunder  the  an- 
cial  bonds  which  unite<l  the  American  colonies  to  the  pa- 
rent state. 

Arrived  on  the  field  of  battle^  where  those  efficera  had 
performed  conspicnaua  partof  wiHi  adxtona  enqniry  I 
traeed  the  general  diapoalthm  of  onr  yeomanry»  on  that  . 

cv€uUul  day,  and  the  J)hj  ticular  station  of  each  corps  ;  .1 
marked  tlie  vestiges  of  the  post  and  rail  fetice  on  the  left, 
and  a  stone  wail,  thrown  np  by  order  of  Colonel  Clark, 
on  the  beach  of  Mystic  riverf  which  covered  our  armed 
dtizeoa*  I  paced  the  distance  to  the  point,  from  whence 
the  British  ii|;ht  inianlry,  after  titree  successive  gallant 
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CHAP  chargea,  vvcro  finally  repulsed.  I  examined  the  rcdoubtf 
^  the  retrenchmenty  the  landings  and  approaches  of  the  cne- 
mff  and  every  point  of  attack  and  defence.  Resting  on 
the  parapet  when^  nine  months  before*  ''▼alonr'e  self 
might  have  stood  appaUedf**  I  surveyed  the  whole  gronod 
at  a  giftnce,  and  eaji^erly  devoured  tiie  information  im- 
parted by  my  veteran  companions^*  which  dificred  essen* 
tiaily  from  all  the  accounts  I  bad  then  heardt  or  havo 
since  read,  and  was  conTSfed  to  my  nndsrstaiiding  In  a 
manner  so  simple  and  so  clear,  as  to  realfaio  tiw  combat 
to  my  imagination,  and  imprint  the  circumstances  and 
the  scenery  so  deeply  on  my  memoryy  that  X  have  never 
been  at  a  losi^  to  deiineato  the  grannd  or  teotbo  tho 
battte. 

With  a  throbbing  breast  I  stepped  from  this  ground  of 
unequal  conflict,  wlicre  American  farmerst  contending* 
lor  the  rights  oC  nature,  Ibr  their  wives  and  chiidreo,  and 
pDsteri^  nnbon^  bared  thair  bsssms  to  tho  bs^imeto  of 
veteran  meresnariesi  whare  victory  so  loa^  baiancoif 
between  native  courage  and  dlscipiined  bravery,  between 
fi'eemen  who  contended  for  liberty »  and  the  armed  ruffian 
who  fights  for  bread;  and  following  my  leaders,  we  tra- 
vsiMd  mins  of  Charisstown*  late^  tho  abode  of 
thousands  aniamlsd  bf  thobas  of  aelivo  iadasliyandse* 
cial  happiness,  now  buried  in  its  own  ashes. 
Visit  to  Arrived  at  the  ferry  stairs,  we  discovered  a  canoe  on 
Boston,  shore,  which  wo  ianachsdi  and  emharkii^  in  it»  crossed 
Charies's  river  to  Boston^  and*  on  tho  pfenimpfioa  tho 
oaetny  bad  taken  their  departmre,  wo  marched  directly 
trough  the  town,  by  a  long  narrow  wind  in:;  street,  to 
the  fortifications  on  iloxbury  neck,  which  had  been  skil- 
fully  deaignod  and  wtii  osooated :  here  I  first  saw  tlm 
Ultto  mflitarjoagiHOonilsd  eal4ropSf  or  crow-tet,  whfdi 
tho  enemy  had  scaltirod  over  tim  street  within  his  works. 


*  Thej  htd  aevved  during  the  teren  years'  wv  in  Rogers*^  Eia* 
a»n»  on  the  trontiect  of  CantdatMd  Starke  eeneidid  a  Mfij 
of  piOTiiifiiili  under  Geoertl  WoUt. 
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li  appearad  thattlie  enemy  had*  very  pi  ^ipcrly,  forliid  tfi«  chap. 
Inhabitants  to  leave  their  houses  during  the  embin  kaiion. 
and  frotn  this  cause  or  llieir  ignorance  of  his  mo%'cnuMUs,  ^"^^^"^^ 
or  the  tiniiditv  produced  by  their  long  raidence  \»Uli 
biaiy  and  the  fear  of  reproach  from  their  countrymen^ 
ihe  houMs  of  the  inhabitanta  continued  ahot  up»  and  the 
town  presented  a  frightful  eotitnde  In  the  bosom  of  a  nu- 
merous pa]niIation.  After  several  fruilh  ss  apjilirations 
of  our  canes  to  doors  and  windows,  we  gained  a(lmit<- 
lance  into  a  house,  where  we  were  liindly  treated  by  a 
wi41  known  whig*  whose  circumstances  compelled  him  to 
id^fde  wHh  the  enemy :  t  regret  I  shenid  have  forgotten 
his  naroc.  I'his  day  was  the  Sabbatli,  and  tlie  most  so- 
lemn I  had  seen;  a  diaih-Iike  silence  pervaded  an  inha- 
bited ci^f  and  spectacles  of  waste  and  spoil  struck  tbo 
eye  at  ahnost  envy  step. 

On  snteHnytho'town  he  had  so  long  blockaded,*  Gene-  Geeeni 
ral  Washington  enjoyed  his  triumph  and  the  merited  ho- 

°  •  ton  entcfi 

notirs  Cf»nferre(l  nn  him  by  the  voice  of  Ma.s8achn$rttSy  Boston, 
with  chat  acteristic  dignity  and  reserve  ;  aiid  on  a  public 
occision  in  Benton*  where  I  happened  to  be  pwaent,  ho 
took  occarion  to  $xpms  Ms  saHi^M^  lAot  the  place 
sAonid  Anve  ftatn  taken  wWnmd  ModdiiM;  hot  in  these 
our  eiilighU  ut  d  da}  s^  a  president  of  tlic  United  States  has 
been  found  to  approve  the  wautan.  waste  of  human  lifCf  " 
for  the  «  hononr  of  the  nation  and  torrente  of  the  bes^ 
blood  of  the  country  bnve  been  prodigally  expended^  to 
nise  the  reputation  of  a  favourite--4o  conceal  the  want 
of  system  in  militui^  opiiratioiis — to  mitigate  the  incom- 
petency of  the  public  councils— to  wash  out  the  stains  of 
moral  turpitude,  and  give  lustre  to  flagitious  characters* 

For  the  safe^r  of  New  Yorfct  General  Lee  hod  been  or^  jia»  ita^ 
dared  to  thnt  cHy^  and  tho  rifle  NfloMt 

•  General  Wafthington  took  possession  of  the  town  on  the  18th, 
and  conferred  the  command  on  General  Greene.  In  those  days  it 
Was  believed  that  bloodiess  victories  were  most  honouiublc  to  the 
victors,  and  that  the  firfst  duty  of  a  chief  was  to  preserve  his  men 
Such  seemed  to  be  the  DpHnuns  of  General  Washington,  who  was  a 
great  economiit  oi  human  lifct 

Toi^iL  E 
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liad  been  detached  to  support  him;  the  cennnander  14 
chief  now  put  in  motion  for  the  same  plac^  the  main 
body  of  his  tnliatcd  yeomanry »  vtho  were  engageil  to  the 
end  of  the  year:  I  continued  with  General  Greene  in 
W^iiwm  ""^^^       beginning  of  April,  \\  \\cn  we  niarrhed, 

leaves      and.  y^cc^  overtaken  by  General  >Vashii)gton  at  Frovi* 
vHiU^    dence.  Here  we  spent  a  few  days^  and  proceeded  from 
Genenl    UiCiice  to  New  London  by  Norwich^  where  I  embarked 
Greene,    ^jtb  General  Washlngton'd  g^iiards,  commanded  by  Cap- 
tain Gihbs,  und  having  narro^%ly  est     d         m  k.  dii- 
Arrives     Hug  a  iicavy  galo  in  the  sound,  ariacd  at  New  Vork^ 
Yiifk"^    after  sufTering  extremely  for  the  first  time,  fi*om  that 
opi>nrs8ive  malady  called  sea  sickness*  Geoeral  ^Vash* 
ington  had  preceded  U89  and  General  Greene  with  bis 
bii.qadc  arrived  the  irili. 

l*rerL*n*fng  tlie  dulies  of  the  line,  as  (he  most  pnditabie 
sclioiii  for  a  novitiate*  to  a  staff  appointment*  I  took  mm- 
.^and  of  my  company  on  the  isth,  when  an  incident  occur- 
red, the  recollection  of  whicb^  at  this  distant  day^  causes  me 
Case  of    a  twinge  of  sensible  regret-  Mv  iirst  lieutonauU  Grovcr, 
Licute-     ^JjI  umjyn-ii  to  be  my  fatlier,  Irad  served  with  tlie  pmvin- 
Grorer.    rials  in  i768»  and  was  a  sergeant  of  llic  rangers  under 
JLosd  llowet  the  day  on  which  that  gallant  young  noble- 
man* yielding  to  the  impetuosity  of  bis  spirit^  threw  away 
his  life  in  pursuit  of  a  party  of  flying  Canadians.*  This 

*  Lord  Howe  wu  second  to  Geseni  Abercromby  on  the  unfortu- 
nate expedition  e^inst  Ticonderog«»  in  and  vm  considered  the 
life  and  ioal  of  the  Mrrioe.  Commsndinf  the  elite,  vbicb  consisted 
of  the  Kght  infiwlry  siid  prorincisi  raiveri,  he  pwcedcd  the  wny, 
tnd  landed  si  Ihe  ^ot  of  I^e  Geor^,  where  he  fotind  tl|e  advanced 
post  of  the  enemy*  A  loose  skirmish  ensued,  and  the  Fk-ench  madci 
« rapid  retreat,  hard  pleased  by  his  lordsbip,  over  a  brofeeii  and  nif> 
^d  surface,  covered  with  a  thick  forest  intermingled  with  hemlodlr. 
Being  well  acquainted  with  the  eounny,  the  Omdiatts  mretted  hf 
a  ford  of  the  strait  which  connects  lakes  George  and  C^lumiplam^  at 
the  foot  pf  the  first  cataract,  and  having  gained  the  opposite  bank, 
they  tnrned  about  and  delivered  a  random  fire  at  their  puravers,  by 
which  Lord  Bowe  was  killed  (August  6, 1758)  about  one  and  au  half 
miles  from  the  place  where  he  landed.  I  received  this  infonnaUan 
the  23d  of  April,  1814,  from  Jodge  KeUog,  a  most  reapeetable  old 
pDtlenia%  who  now  resides  ob  die  very  tieet  over  whifik  |4)f4lli|V^ 
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t^tertin  lieutenant  had  distin,^tiis)ied  himself  in  the  battle  chap. 
of  Breed's  Iiill  ^  be  had  levied  the  company  and  command- 
ed  it;  but  his  want  of  education  was  coniidered  it  bkr  to  ^^'^^^ 
his  promotion*  and  the  cdmmiaslon  was  conferred  on  nie 
by  the  commander  in  chief.  Nevertbele.ssy  poor  Grover's 
pretensions  were  stronc^,  and  my  sense  of  justice  plraded 
in  his  behalf.  I  thought  thcn»  and  I  tliink  stilly  that  mili- 
tary ranli  should  be  lield  as  sacred  as  the  vestal  Are*  and 
tliat  the  officer  who  voluntarily  yields  hhr  jost  claim  to  pm- 
motiony-  except  in  cases  of  reward  for  ver^  e^ttraordinary 
service,  gives  the  strongest  prools  oi  Uia  unwortfiincss  to 
wear  a  sword.  If  improper  characters  be  introduced  into 
the  serf  ice,  it  is  the  fault  of  the  executive,  because  he  has 
an  opportunity  for  examination  prior  to  appointment ;  but 
he  certainly  has  no  right  to  distin^ish  a  citiaen*  that  ho 
may  disgrace  him ;  yet,  forgetting  righU  and  consulting' 
power,**  President  Madison  has  sanctioned  the  tyranny 
and  tJie  cruelty^  of  dismissing  and  dishonouring  military 
oScera  of  his  own  appointment»  on  secret  inlbrmationa^ 
i^hout  a  charge  and  without  a  hearing.  Bat  in  the  case! 
before  us,  my  own  judgment  was  silenced  by  that  of  the 
coiiKiunder  in  cliicf,  announced  in  general  orders^  which 
1  was  bound  to  obey. 

The  regiment  was  ordered  for  mustert  the  day  I  ettr 
tered  on  dniy  |  the  company  was  paraded*  and  I  present* 
ed  myself  to  take  the  command ;  but  when  I  gave  the 
aider  to  shoulder  firelocks,  tlie  men  remiuiiiHl  moiiuuless, 
and  the  lieutenant,  stepping  up  to  mcy  enquired  where  I 
Was  going  to  march  the  men.  I  answered  that  he  should 
presently  see^  hot*  in  thtf  mean  time,  he  must  considei' 
himself  In  arrest  for  mutiny,  and  march  to  his  room,'^ 
which  Le  did  without  hesitation.^   1  then  adili  esiied  uiy- 

avrtued  (ht  Caoadiaot.  The  Judge's  fiither  belonged  to  the  provill- 
tAtX  senriet  «l  tbe  tinc»  and  gavtt  th  is  aeeount  of  the  aiTair  to  hit  aon* 
i  ezaiDuied  ihc  gtoiaiid  at  tbe  period  oMnUoiied,  and  diacortred  ves- 
tiges of  thb  cbimoiM  of  tbo  Fceiicb  barraclu,  on  a  email  eleTotion 
sear  the  landioff  at  tbe  bead  of  tbo  atrait*  wbeio  liord  Howe  and  the 
4rilieb  mmj  debariEod. 

«  Tbia  bioidont  ie  ootlced  by  General  Washingtoo,  hi  hie  lettert  of 
tbe  Sthand  lUh  ef  May,  177^  to  ttie  Preaident  of  Coegreky.  It  mdt: 
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CHAP,  self  to  liie  cooipaayi  pointpd  out  to  theoi'flif  rlglii^i^c 
^     comiiMiiidy  tiu}  the  uacemiy  for  their  ohedieace;  I  informr^^ 
ed  them  that  I  should  repeat  theorder,  and  if  it  was  noi  ^i 

instantly  obeyed,  I  should  run  the  man  nearest  to  roe  , 
through  the  bodv,  and  would  proceed  on  from  ri.i^ht  to 
kftf  so  long  as  tUey  continued  refractory  and  my  strength 
would  support  me*  1  had  no  further  troublet  but  joined  . 
the  regimenty  and  marched  to  the  parade  of  general  aius*  ^ 
ter,  in  front  of  preMCtU  Cittf  Hallf  OMdfadf^  the  mmih;  | 
the  ground  in  our  rear  bcin^  tlitn  unoccupied  by  build-  i 

A  comparative  view  of  the  weight  and  influence  of  the . 
city  and  state  of  New  York>  in  1776,  with  their  magni-  a 
tude  and  importance  in  1816»  will  furnish  a  fair  criterion 

by  which  we  may  estimate,  the  wonderful  [lopulaliun  iiud 
improvement  of  our  country,  in  the  biiuil  period  of  forty 
ycars^  and  the  observati(»n  must  be  my  apoiogyy  for  in- 
viting my  readevSf  in  this  placcf  to  examine  attentive^ 
the  rapid  aggrandisement  of  the  national  family — to  re- 
flect seriously  on  the  causes  wliich  produced  mdepaulence^  • 
universal  tokralion,  seciiritij  of  pcraous,  and  self  govern- 
wunt  to  the  British  colouies— and  to  meditate  profoundly 
upon  the  means  indispensable  to  the  peipetuation  of  the 
rich  inheritance. 

To  piTscrve  to  confederated  America  the  inestimable 
blessings,  which  have  ceased  to  exist  elsewhere,  the  citi- 
zcns  of  the  United  States  arc  bound  by  the  most  solemn 
obligations  of  gratitude  and  of  duty ;  of  gratitude  to  their 
ancestors^  from  whom  thejr  received  themp  and  of  doty  to 
their  posterity,  to  whom  tliey  stand  pledged  to  transmit 
them.  But  hi/w  is  that  equal  liberty  to  he  preserved  in 
this  country,  which  has  been  lost  in  every  other  ?  The 
task  is  a  difficult  one»  but  it  is  by  no  means  impracti- 
eable.  A  frequent  recurrence  to,  and  a  determined  anp- 
port  of,  the  principles  of  tlie  revolutionj  will  secure  the 

pean  Gmtfr  wm  tried,  and  that  the  General  disapprofed  the  sen* 
tence  of  tiM  eoort,  hot  fiMUy  exonaed  bin  after  fee  had  made  vritien 
acknowledgmeatffi  he^ftovever,  aefer  jeiaod  the  eovpany  white  I 
'  conunanded  it. 
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V  irtuous  Admitiifitration  of  the  government,  and  that  alone  c&HF. 
cau  resist  the  print  ij)fe  of  corruptiont  inljcront  in  hU  u a*-  ^ 
poral  instituticNis.  Among  tlie  eternal  enemies  of  equal 
rli^hts  and  flree  g^f  ernmnftiy  we  find  the  lusts  ef  powier 
ftnd  wealth  the  meet  prominent ;  wfilcb»  in  their  Tery  na- 
ture, tend  to  armtocracy,  and  terminate  in  monarchy  or 
despotism.  The  .id ministration  of  the  public  power  and 
the  ioAnencc  oi'  wealth  cannot^  therefore,  be  too  sedu- 
Imnlj  walchedf  nor  too  cautioiialjr  guarded  against.  At 
tids  early  peried  fli^  have  made  their  appearance  in  our 
political  horizony  and  are  vbihle*  in  the  univenal  pas- 
sion for  onicc;  in  the  almost  universal  silence  of  the  pMb- 
Uc  prints  on  the  measures  of  the  majority;  in  executive 
encroachments^  and  the  acquiescence  of  the  correlative 
fcranches  of  the  government;  in  the  vile  hartsr  of  the  exe- 
cutive patronage  for  popular  support ;  in  ofllcial  arro- 
gance, ami  the  lofty  assumption  of  the  servants  of  the 
people ;  in  the  convei'sion  of  the  daily  pay  of  tiie  members 
of  tiie  legislature  into  fixed  salaries,  at  an  enormous  in- 
treasOf  without  tiie  consent  of  the  people;  in  the  attempt 
to  Increase  the  salarm  of  the  pahUc  ofllcers»  ht  a  tltaie 
when  the  avidity  for  oliice  is  without  example,  and  the 
nation  is  burthened  with  debt ;  in  the  unnecessary  and 
pernicious  extension  of  the  foreij^  relations  of  the  conn- 
liyi  contrary  to  tiie  admonition  of  the  greatest  man  wlio 
has  lived  in  it;  in  the  unnecessary  and  dangerous  in- 
crease of  the  standing  army  in  time  of  uiiivcrsal  peace  ^ 
in  doctrines  and  measuics  ralrulated  t(i  foster  a  domi- 
nant, military  spirit  in  these  states,  to  debaucli  tiie  rising 
generation  Ihim  the  solid  pursuits  of  civil  life,  and  in* 
■enoihiy  to  raise  a  snpeistmcture  of  profligate  pagean- 
try and  idleness,  on  the  ruins  of  Industry,  simplicity  of 
manners,  and  the  social  virtues;  in  the  inculcation  of  the 
humiliating,  anti-repubiican,  destructive  sentiment,  that 
the  safety  of  these  nequesterod  states,  tliree  thousand  miles 
mnoved  fkom  any  power  competent  to  ityum  them»  must 
depend  on  fleets  and  armies,  and  not  on  the  IntHosIc 
strength  aiul  resources  ot  Uie  country,  which  have  been 

ao4  must  coiUiaue  to  b^  the  l»ulwai:ik.of  the  Aatioa,  so  lang 
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CHAP,  as  Us  present  fonn  of  govemmint  is  preserved  t  irt  tM 
frequent  viuliitions  of  the  constitution  by  the  executive 
nias^istratey  even  to  the  sanction  of  murder;  and  above 
•U5  in  iht  nmirpaHion  lAe  l^thlttu  bodif,  io  appoiiU  th6 
tactciUive,  wi^mU  the  amsent  of  the  people* 

These  ai'c  not  false  alarms,  nor  the  clamours  of  dia-- 
content;  they  are  the  offspring  of  a  bosoia  alive  to  the 
cause  of  rc^escntative  guvernment,  virtuously  admiuis- 
iered^  and  are  foanded  on  the  oboenration  of  an  htimbkr 
individiialy  content  with  his  hQiailifgr»  and  superbr  to  ofB-" 
cial  dependence ;  they  are  the  infallible  symptoms  of  a 
political  malady^  which  if  not  checked  by  soaie  season- 
able corrective,  will  soon  infect  the  whole  system,  and 
then  it  must  inevitably  follow»  that  tiie  goveniment»  in* 
stituted  by  aociely  for  its  own  usei  wiil  he  converted  into 
•  the  property  of  those  who  may  he  intrusted  with  its  ad- 
min istratiom  To  prevent  these  menacing  evils;  to  ex- 
tract the  poisons  whicii  have  been  insuiioiisly  infused  into 
the  body  politic,  and  to  cleanse  and  cure  the  ulcers  of 
statCf  the  peo|de  must  arouse  from  that  lethai^y  and  cold 
indiffereacey  which  forms  the  last  vice  of  political  society; 
they  must  interpose  their  nataral  and  indefeasible  prero- 
gativ(>s;  they  must  think  and  ^ct  from  thcnisilvcs,  and 
for  UiemseLves;  and  correct  the  public  abuseSf  by  remov* 
ing  from  their  confidence  and  the  public  conncilSf  the  au- 
thors of  those  abuses  and  their  coadjutors.  1  solunit 
these  reflections  to  the  reader^  with  great  deference,  hut 
with  the  most  upright  intention,  and  ziiiiuus  regard  for 
Uie  civil  itibiitutions  of  our  common  counties  ami  wiU  re* 
sume  the  thread  of  my  narrative* 
April  21.  .  Four  regiments  liad  been  ordered  to  reinforce  the  aniqr 
in  Canada^  and  sailed  for  Albany^  under  Brigadier*gene- 
ral  Thompson.  The  activity  employed  on  the  fortifica- 
tions of  New  York,  produced  such  a  pressure  of  duty, 
that  I  was  alternately  on  guard  and  fatigue,  day  about^ 
until  the  ft6tb  of  April,  when  my  rcgimenit  witli  those  of 
oi  ciered  Starko  irom  New  Hampshire,  Wayne^s  and  Irvine's 
naUa.^  from  Pennsylvania,  and  Winders  and  Dayton's  from  New 
April  39.  Jcirscyi  were  put  under  marching  orders  for  Canada,  sub^ 
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jVrt  to  tlic  coiiimJind  of  Brigadier-p^encral  Sullivan.  I 
aaiJed  from  New  York  with  my  companjr,  and  the  corps 
rendezTonaed  at  AlbanjTf  ynhm  they  mm  n^wed  hj 
Major-general  8cho  jler^  and  I  marched  two  daya  after  §at  Arrives  ^ 
Fort  William  Henry,  at  llie  eoatb  end  of  Lake  George, 
and  arrived  there  the  15th.  At  this  post  I  found  General 
Schuyler  in  commandf  and  met  the  late  Bishop  Carroll  on 
Ilia  rettNtji  from  CSanada,  Rrom  whom  I  received  tuch  on- 
lavoarable  accoonta  of  the  aituatKon  of  affahrai  as  made  H 
aecessary  to  accelerate  my  march.  I  embarked  ia  two 
larf^e  batteaux  with  my  company,  and  a  quantity  of  pro- 
vision the  17tbf  and  readied  the  foot  of  Lake  George  the 
next  evening*  Early  the  following  mornlngy  I  marched  Mirchn 
across  the  portage,  two  and  a  half  miles,  to  Ticondero-  bariu  a 
ga,  where  other  boats  loaded  with  provuions  were  fmr- 
nished  ine,  and  having  .shipped  a  Canadian,  who  carried 
tlie  mail  l)rtweeu  Montreal  aod  Albany,  for  my  pilot,  I 
sailed  to  Crown  point,  where  I  encamped  for  the  night 
Early  on  the  20tb,  I  got  under  way  with  a  favourable 
breeze,  and  beheld  the  mountain  tops,  which  bordered  the 
lake,  covered  with  smw  ;  tiie  wind  iVcshened  until  it  hlcvv 
a  c^ale,  which  caught  us  mid-lake,  opposite  to  the  present 
site  of  Burlington,  and  would  have  drowned  us  all,  but 
for  the  skill  and  conduct  of  my  pilo^  who  by  means  of 
the  smaU  blanket-sails  we  bad  rigged,  kept  the  leading 
lioat  before  the  wind,  and  running  close  in  with  tlie  north 
point  of  Yalcour  island,  by  a  sudden  turn  of  the  helm, 
brought  us  under  its  lee,  and  extricated  os  from  tfao 
9weli  of  the  aeat  which  threatened  with  every  wave  to 
fill  our  batteaux.  Qere  I  wan  wind  bound  the  IKist.  Sail- 
ed at  day-light  the  SSd,  with  a  favou|<able  breeze,  and 

reached  St.  John's  about  4  o'clock.    At  this  place  I  met  lieache# 

St  Muk*^ 

a  Mr.  Price,  a  merchant  of  Montreal,  who  had  distin- 
guished himself  for  his  attachment  to  the  American  cau$e^ 
^d  bis  services  to  €)en.  Honfgomeiy.  From  this  gentle- 
man,  I  learned  the  misfortune  which  had  taken  place  at  the 
Cedars,  on  the  Cataraque;  that  the  main  army  w  as  encamp- 
ed at  the  mouth  of  the  Sorel,  and  Brig.  Gen.  Arnold  with 
^  ^i^df4  of  men  had  advanced  to  La  Chiney  a  short  dis- 
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CHAP,  taiicc  above  MontiTal,  to  covlt  that  ( ity.  On  flic  march 
^  route  from  Albany  I  made  tlie  thirii  conjpany,  being  iwc- 
^"^^^^"^  ctded  by  Captains  Oliver  and  Spaldiag,  who,  in  descend- 
ing Lake  Champiain^  hti^gped  tte  enslmi  slmVf  and  ran 
into  Mtssisqai  bnjf  which  caused  me  to  anticipate  thein 
at  St.  John's.  1  found  tins  post  without  j^arrison  or 
commandant*  hut  infested  by  numbers  of  stragglers  from 
the  maj9  who  coold  give  no  aatialsclor  j  account  oC  them* 
selves.  9eing  mysdf  withont  ordera,  wrHtea  or  verhal^ 
beyond  that  place^  1  yieldod  to  the  general  impulse  of  mj 
breast,  and  detergiined  to  reinforce  tiu*  weakest  point. 
Accordinglvy  having  talcen  under  my.  command  every  mail 
who  acknowledged  himself  to  be  a  soMiea*,  I  marched  for 
LaPrairioy  opwards  of  one  hnndred  strongt  our  rompa-' 
ny  estabKshment  being  at  that  time  96  non-commtssioned 
oflicers  and  privates.  On  eritiriog  the  wood  which  skirt- 
ed tiic  open  ground  around  St.  John'St  1  was  assailed  by 
swarms  of  mnsqoltofa*  mere  namemns  than  I  have  erer 
beheld  on  tlie  banks  of  the  MlMissippl}  but  they  disap* 
peered  as  soon  as  we  traversed  the  forest  and  entered  thtf 
plairiSy  which  was  a  short  diRtance.  I  foun  l  rpiai  ters  in 
a  Canadian  barn,  about  three  leagues  from  St.  Juhn^s; 
and  at  a  similar  distance  the  next  morning  I  reached  L» 
Prairiet  from  whenee  I  bnd  a  charming  proepect  of  tho 
rapids  of  the  St.  Lawrence*  the  island  of  St.  Hdena*  thtf 
city  of  Montreal  and  its  mountains,  which  fi)rni  a  pictu- 
resque baci^  ground,  and  furnish  a  pleasing  rest  to  the 
eye;  the  tmU  ensmtU^*  presents  one  of  the  finest  land- 
scapes In  the  laterior  of  North  America. '  The  village  of 
La  Pndrle  consisted  of  hsif  a  dozen  humble  wooden 
houses,  and  a  church.  I  did  not  understand  a  word  of 
the  French  language,  nor  could  one  of  the  inhabitants 
speak  English :  I  learned  however*  by  signs  and  gestures^ 
that  the  place  I  sovght  was  above  me:  I  therefore  march- 
ed up  the  right  bank  of  the  river*  crossed  a  creek  which  I 
now  know  to  be  "  La  Tf>irfiic,"  trarerscd  a  wood  about  a 
mile  in  depth,  and  ascending  a  gentle  act  livit} ,  from  its 
summit  perceived  an  Indian  village  near  me.  This  was 
inhabited  by  the  Caclmawaga  tribe  of  tim  Iroquoi%  whw 
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ackliowladged  Colonel  Louis'^  tor  their  ciiiefy  and  were  CMA.P. 
mmk  aUaclMMl  to  the  B«itoniSM»  the  name  bj  whicli  all 
Hie  BffiUeli  celenirte  mi«  kmnm  weaumg  tto  Canediaas. 

An  inlMfNritBr  laet  nM^  av^^h^aiiliiNM^'llM^l^iM^l^ii^^ll^ 
pointed  to  La  Chine  dirfctly  opposite.  I  ftpokc  to  the 
chioia;  made  an  ari^geuient  for  fcrryini;  my  men  after 
Be  ;  eiBbariLe4  ui  a  liM  the  finit  i  Mw&mWaid, 
ihownfk  tiie  liver  waa  a  aiHe  wMei  In  teir  nliiiiMii^aMr 
preeented  myaeif  to  Omral"' ArnoM*  "to  wlwnh  1  ^ 'k' 

.stranger.    Mv  small  reinforfciiient  was  fjppartiine  and 
liucxp^'ctedy  as  I  found  the  General  busily  enga^d  with  jonis  Ar. 
about  %90  mexif  in  retrenching  a  flpacioua  atone  magazine 
to  reaiat  Major  Faeter  of  the  firitiab  aervlee^  fthn  had 


rednced  ovr  garriaen  of  MO  men  posted  at  ^'€edal«, 

on  the  Catariujue,  had  mndc  prisoners  of  Majfir  Sher- 
burne and  a  detachment  oi  lOO  meii  who  were  marching 
to  reinforce  the  garriaent  and  was  now  advancing  with  a 
force  compoaed  of  40  men  of- the  8th  regiment  of  Brltiah 
infantry,  tOO  Canadiana,  and  990  Indiana,  which  he'had 
incorporated  at  Oswegatchie. 

La  Chine  is  tlic  name  of  th<»  landing  place  at  the  liead 
of  those  rapids  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  wiiich  terminate  op-' 
poaite  Montreal,  ftroa  whemie  it  ia  ahoni  three  leagtM 
diatant  At  this  plane  the  halMnt  of  the  lahM.iand'Ifae 
hirch  canoes  for  Grandy  or  Ottawa  rif«r»  reoeive  theif 
loads,  and  take  their  departure  for  their  respective 
voyages. 

The  day  after  my  arrival,  two  of  my  bm,  who  had 
wiiiced  up  tho  ahorc^  in  qneat  of  aM^,  wer«  made  pri- 
nenera  and  hnnM  off  hy  an  Indian  aeaiiti  hot  In  aneend- 

•  Thischicf,  the  lawae  of  a  negro  and  a  squaw,  hud  been  wlih  tlic 
Count  de  Vilhcrs,  in  1754,  ai  the  capture  of  Culoiiel  W  ablungtoti  and 
bit  little  garrison  at  Fort  Nercss'iiy.  On  the  commtniceiucnt  ot  iUc 
revolution,  Louis  repaired  lu  General  Washington,  at  Cambridge,  to 
whom  ho  was  penonallf  known,  wms  employed,  with  the  commission 
of  a  colonel,  and  proved  faithrul  to  the  American  cause.  He  had  re- 
moved  from  Cachnawaga  to  St.  Uegia,  'and  on  my  arriTal  at  the 
]Preneh  Mills,  in  1813,  called  on  mc  ;  he  was  then  bent  and  withered 
with  age,  and  I  understand  U  since  dead. 

vo]^  L  F 
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CH4P.  i Ag  «  hill*  one  of  them  olackoHOg  liie  pooet  ftll  in  Ibe  raer» 
wheeled  sa4deiily»  ftnd  sfirug  off  ia  retreat;  tbeeavagea 
halted*  tarned  abmtt,  fired  and  wounded  him  terribly  in  a 
tender  part ;  yet  tie  made  liis  escape,  and  warned  us  of 
the  appi*oacii  of  the  enemy»  mkiek  wai  coa^iaeU  aboal 
sunset  by  Foster's  drum. 

QoBonrf  Amild*  allhie  tiMf  weoon  a  visit  to  CacbQv 
waga>  hat  bis  |tate  was  weli  aafiplied  hy  a  C^oloael  Browst 
(the  same  who  reduced  Chaniblec»  and  was  afterwards 
killed  near  .Inhnstow  n)  and  a  Colonel  Willianjs,  IjuLh  of 

whom  had  served  wuU  Qenerai  MoiU^iperjr  before 
ftoehoct 

We  taraed  outt  and  stood  kj  oar  arms  antil  ten  o'clock; 
when  perceiWni^  no  nmvement  of  the  enemy*  the  j^uards 

were  doubled,  and  we  retiird  to  our  quarters.  Oursitua^ 
tion  was  so  critical »  tbut  it  e^ciicd  iny  utmost  vigilance| 
and  I  employed  myself,  in  meditating  on  the  best  means 
of  iAnetf  wbi)e  my  comrndos  wmm  cavoiislng  on  tbo 
best  cheer  they  oouM  ind.  The  boor  of  repose  having 
arrived,  I  resisted  the  importunities  of  my  companions  to 
lay  down»aUegine;  that  we  might  be  surprised  when  asleep* 
sad  tberefbre  whilst  others  slept  I  watched*  and  occupied 
myself  in  writii^f  to  ngr  ftknd  Ckmend  Gk^ene^  with 
whom  I  supported  fpfrcspondenpe  to  t|ie  c(ose  of  tbo 
war. 

This  letter  was  written  just  at  the  close  of  my  nine^ 
teenth  year*  and  is  marked  by  its  Juvenility  of  sl^le;  yet 
H  but  too  faitbfotty  poartrayed  tbo  dsflotable  situation  of 
the  army  in  CanadSf  simI  was  the  pi'ecnrsor  of  the  mis*> 

fortunes  which  awaited  it;  it  is  a  testimqnial  of  my  inti- 
macy vvitli  Geiural  Greene,  and  is  recorded  with  a  letter 
from  Greneriil  Wasfiitigton  t(»  the  President  of  CoDgi*ess* 
which  fiimishss  evidence  of  tbo  consideration  in  which  I 
was  held  by  onr  illnstrious  commander*  at  that  tender 
age;  for  these  reasons  I  trust  I  shall  be  excused  for 

9uhixiiUiiig  tlio^  dccumept^  to  tim  resder  '\n  tiii»  |44cei 
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j^xlrad  of  a  LaUct from  General  Washin^lon  to  the  Prmi 
iknl  of  CkingrtsSf  dated  Mw  Fotk,  JUne  nth,  1776. 

"  I  am  iiHjcli  concrrried  tot  the  sitimtlon  of  out-  affairrt 
in  Canada,  and  am  feai'tul  ere  this  it  is  much  worse  Utm 
was  int  re^rtad  tt  PluiMtei|iiinu  Tlw  intcUigeooitf 
lb>m  jtiience^  in  a  latler  flriMi  Captaiii  WiUtinaon  of  the 
2(]  re.c^imont,  to  General  GmMf  la  truly  alarming ;  it 
not  oiil^  c<)tifirms  the  account  of  Colonel  Bedel's,  and  Ma- 
jor Sherburne's  dclcat^  but  seems  to  iurbodc  GeiieraiAr' 
noid%  with  tlie  hm  of  Mo«treal.  1  have  ondoood  aeofy 
of  llie  MoTf  wbich  will  bat  too  well  ^iiew  tliat  Unto  fa 
Ibondatioii  fiir  mj  apprebiMkM.^ 

Cju^aii^  WiL&iiriiiN  to  GJS^£IU2«  GnK53^ 

£IncIo8ed  to  the  President  of  Congress,  j 

mtMeidmfMnf%Mfif7^,  t^^eMt  id  might, 

about  ii  iiiiks  from  Jlontreain 

«  My  Dear  Sir, 

<c  We  are  now  In  a  ^weet  situation.  A  part  of  tFie  g^u 
>l8oii  at  IMraK,  hi  ctnjaaetiMi  witb  laiUaaa  and  GaMi<* 
4KiaiM,  to  iStk  anHMHif  of  laoo  aoMi*  iMtva  made  HianNivfls 

mastoids  ot  Colond  BedcPs  regiment^  who  were  stationed 
ahout  n'mc  miU  s  from  this  phice,  amonj]^  the  cedars,  and 
have  cut  off  our  friend  Major  Slierhurney*  with  140  men> 
Who  wete  detadied  to  iwlio? t  tho  Mgknotil^  which  defend'^ 
^d  Itaclf  in  a  MtHo  foiH^  The  With  that  courage 

which  infiarked  chanfeCer^  iraahed  hhl  way»  after  an 
eni^agenient  of  ft>ur  liours,  into  tlie  fort,  and  was  obiij^od 
to  yiehi  for  want  of  ammunition  and  {provisions f  siuOQ 
wbteh  tiiiie  Oeaaral  Arnold,  with  a  haad&l  of  amwk  have 
been  thmwiftg  iijp  a  breaatworh  ber^,  iif  order  to  atop  tiitf 
enemy^s  progrem^  and  had  Metd  madildted  a  idan  of 
attacking  them  but,  alas !  so  astonishingly  are  matteiw 
conducted  in  this  quarter,  that  notwithstandini^  tlie  GtJ- 
neral'a  most  preaaing  aolickaiwnsy  md  tiie  length  of 


*  Slacc  (ttneral  Sbefbarneyof  Newporit  Rfaodto 


CHAP, 
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CUAP.  time  since     took  possession  of  this  posty  we  cannot  now 
muster  more  thao  350  men,  whilst  Uie  prosimity  and 

^^^^^^  morenicnts  of  the  eoenijrf  aaaure  us  that  we  shall  he  at- 
tacked within  six  hoiin.  Their  dnims  wen  heard  this 
everiiiig  at  our  camp,  and  a  man  of  mine  was  shot 
through  the  thigh,  wilhiu  half  a  mile  of  it,  by  an  Indiant 
wiio  took  off  a  prisoner,  liut  the  morning  dawns — Utat 
iDorni  big  with  the  fate  of  a  lew»  a  handful  of  brave  fel* 
lows*  I  shall  do  part— but  rsoMnber,  If  I  UXUl  an 
sacrificcil.  May  GM  Uses  jou  ef^ual  to  yoar  maitm^ 
Vale! 

(Signed)  «  JA.  WUJO^iSO^.'^* 


In  less  than  twenty  days  after  writing  this  letter  to 
General  Greene^  I  vras  made  the  Instmrnent  of  saving 

Arnold  and  the  garrihon  of  Montreal^  U'oiu  lUc  grasp  of 
Sir  Guy  Caileton. 

The  advanre  of  Foster^  left  no  doubt  of  bis  intentioa 
to  attack  us  the  eosuiog  morning;  and  we  were  all  at  a 
loss  for  the  cause  of  his  declining  the  attack*  until  the 
May  35.    appearance  of  Coh>nel  De  Haas,  about  8  o'clock  in  the 
fori'iiutm  with  a  detachnicDt  of  about  500  Pennsylvaniam 
Poster  re.  iutantry  and  riflemen.  Foster,  in  the  course  Miltlienight» 
It  pur-''"'^  had  received  advice  from  his  spies  of  the  approach  oC 
uxA,      this  reinforcements  which  caused  him  to  ntraat  with  pre* 
cipitation.   Arnold  pursued  him  the  same  day ;  mv  oom^ 
pany  formed  the  ads itnccd  guard,  and  Colonel  Biown 
volunteered  by  my  bide.    Wc  reached  Fort  Ann,  at  the 
head  of  Montreal  islandf  the  next  day  about  3  o'dock^ 
just  as  Foster's  rear  had  landed  on  the  opposite  ahoM»  ■ 
and  our  main  body  got  up  about  4  o^clock  ^  but  the  bat* 
teaux,  with  our  baggage,  stores,  and  provisions,  being 
obstructed  by  a  strong  current  between  Muutreiii  and 
Perault  islands^  did  not  arrive  until  5  o'clock. 
^  r  .la       Orders  immcfliately  issued  to  discharge  the  loads»  and 
i  ort^^     embark  the  troops,  which  were  eiccuted  with  seal  and 
^.  Alio,    promptitude,  but  without  regulai*ity  or  arrangement.  The 

*  I'hc  information  contained  in  this  letter  respecting  the  afiktr  dT 
the  CadAra  watj  of  course^  foanded  on  mmour. 
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WMe  embarked  in  diflorder»  md  foBowed  Arnold,  in  CHAF; 
crowded  bntteanx»  loa<}ed  to  the  giinwalet  who  directed 
Mfi  course  to  the  opponte  sliorey  in  a  ligbl  bircli  canoo  ^^^^ 
paddled      iuui'  it'o(|iiiois  Indians.  barks  tiie' 

The  current  was  strung*  and  the  river  more  tlian  a  JJJ^ 
B^e  wide*  Two  of  our  captives  discovered  themselves  t^my* 
in  an  innndated  tliickf  and  were  taken  off  by  the  Gene- 
ral, at  ever  J  hanard  of  decoy  and  ambuscade*  We  were 
immediately  after  ordered  to  fall  down  about  half  a 
Icat^ui ,  and  land  in  an  extensive  Uuj,  lormcd  by  a  bend 
in  tlic  right  hank  of  the  river. 

•  Tiie  aan  was  settings  the  sky  unclouded^  the  atmos* 
pbere  serene^  the  surface  on  wliich  we  floated  as  smooth 

as  ft  mirror,  and  the  spire  of  the  church  of  Quinze  Chenes, 
together  w  ith  the  white  Canadian  houses  ranged  along 
the  coskst,  diveiniified  the  prospect  most  agreeably.  But 
this  charming  tranquil  scene  was  speedily  converted  into 
one  more  animated.  As  we  approached  the  shore,  we 
perceived  the  detachment  of  British  troops  em[)Ioyed  on 
the  lieach,  and  the  Indians  ranging  tfieraselve^  nn  the 
bank.  At  Imlf  cannon  shot,  Foster  opened  a  battery  of 
two  lour  pounders  upon  U8»  which  he  had  taken  at  tlie 
Cedars^  and  the  aavagea  began  to  yeO  and  fire  from  one 
oxftr«milj  of  their  line  to  the  other.  Oor  distance  was 
too  great  ftr  any  eflbct  from  small  arms ;  but  we  were 
minently  exposed  to  tiie  artillery,  every  shot  plunging 
beneatli  or  passing  over  liSf  and  the  siiglitest  touch  of  our 
fimgile  eraft»  would  have  sent  a  crew  to  the  bottomt  as  we  * 
were  too  deeply  laden  to  famish  the  smallest  relief  to 
each  other. 

The  moment  Die  cannonade  commenced,  we  were  or- 
dered to  rest  on  our  oars ;  tite  lire  of  the  enemy  was  d^* 
liberate,  and  the  current  constantly  changing  our  posi- 
tion, noon  drifted  us  beyond  the  range  of  his  shot  Ar- 
nold in  the  meanwhile  darted  about  in  bis  canoe»  without 
apparent  object  or  end,  and  finally  gave  orders  for  i^e- 
ascending  the  river  to  Fort  St.  Ann,  where  we  relanded 
^Ibont  8  oVIock,  P.  M.  A  council  of  war  was  immediate-  coitncil 
ly  conYOoed  to  indude  captains,  and  Arnold  desired  me 
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caAF.>  to  record  the  proceedings.  He  proposed  to  file  eottftcUl 
that  we  dunttd  ascend  the  Orand  riverafitO  miles f  under 

cover  of  the  nighty  gain  the  rear  <J  the  enemy,  and  fall  ok 
Uiem  at  day'ireak,   Ik  asserted  the /casibiUly  oj  the  enter- 
prUet  and  urged  it  far  the  ddiverance  of  tke  captives  Udeiu 
at  the  Cedars,**  wlio^  we  understoodt  were  confined  In  the 
parish  church  of  Quinze  Cheney  under  a  guard  of  nth- 
va]^e8.    Colonel  llazen  wasi  opposed  to  this  enterpi  isc, 
**/rom  hu  lung  acqiuiintance  wiih  the  hulian  character:  he 
was  sttUffied  tlteir  vigilance  would  prerceni  surprisef  and 
thai  the  moment  of  attack  would  be  the  signal  fir  the  mas^ 
sacre  tf  (heir  prisoners***   Colonel  De  Haas  Inclined  to 
tlie  same  ojiinion.    Captains  Jusiali  liaiinci-,  William 
BiiU(*r>  myself,  and  some  otliei-s,  were  m)t  convinced  by 
the  arguments  of  the  colonels ;  hut  contendedf  that  the 
prisoners  themselves,  ndbly  despising  personal  danger,  woM 
sotieit  the  attack,  at  the  peril  of  their  Uva;  Hnee  U  mMSt 
eventuate  in  the  defeat  of  the  hord  of  savagee,  and  the  cap^ 
ture  of  Fosier^s  parly  of  regular  troops,*''    After  tnucli  de- 
l)ate,  we  were  oiit-votedy  and  Arnold,  althougii  highly 
irritated^  did  not  on  hia  own  authority  thinly  pivper  to 
enforce  hia  proposltioik 

The  cooncti  broke  up  about  midnigirt,  in  discontent 
and  disi^ust ;  some  reproachful  Kvn^^^uage  having  piissed 
between  Arnold  and  liazcn.  A  short  time  after,  the  offi*' 
cer  of  the  day  announced  a  parley^  from  a  boat  on  the 
river:  it  was  answered^  and  tlie  flag  pemiitted  to  laad# 
ami  LienteantBirdof  the  8th  British  regiment^  was  pre- 
sented to  tlie  General  by  Major  Sh(  i  buiti-,  wlio  iiatl  been 
captuml  on  his  march  to  reinforce  t\ic  post  at  the  Cc 
)ren.  dars.  A  conference  ensued,  in  which  it  appeared  that 
Sherburne  and  the  senior  officer^  captured  by  Foster^ 
Had  been  prevailed  on  the  day  before  to  enter  Into  a 
convention  with  him;  which  Anittld^  with  some  modifi- 
cation, confirmed. 

Bt  this  mmvcntion  of  Arnold  the  government  was 
pledged  to  exchange  the  prisoners,  and  Captain  SuUi^ 
van,  wHh  three  other  oflicera,  were  IcR  as  hostages  for 
the  ])crf(>rmauca.   But  the  Cungi*css#  after  doe  dcMberiii« 
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ikon,  determined  the  agreement  to  be      unatimrised  act  CHAP. 
Oftlhepartof  Arnold;  yet  they  agreeil  to  ratify  it,  lIuuigK 
imdcr  such  8ti|Hilaiioiis  w  defeated  the  effect,  and  Uie  hoe- 
ttKes  were  afteriifiiide  UieraUdf  and  sent  biMue  bj  8jr 
G117.  Carletofi. 

"  Here  we  have  a  sti*ont^  testimony  of  the  indecision  of 
Amoldf  who  had  the  enemy  completely  in  las  powcu-y  be* 
Ibre  the  arrival  of  the  flai^y  and  much  more  so  after- 
wards ;  but  be  felt  an  attraction  towards  Montreal*  at 
4he  moment,  which  damped  his  militarj  ardour. 

Having  the  next  day  visiUid  Foster,  and  settled  withlfay27. 
him  the  sttbordiuale  arrangements  incident  to  the  conven- 
tiun,  Arnold  set  out  for  Montreal  the  following  mornings 
leaving  the  command  in  Coloi|el  Do  flaas.  On  theSOtb 
of  May*  the  Colonel  received  a  peremptory  order,  to  'tu»A 
cross  the  lake  of  the  Two  Mountains^*  and  destroy  a  diapbevedf 
village  of  the  Iroquois,  called  Canasadago,  six  or  ciglit 
miles  from  our  encampment.   The  youth  of  the  detach- 
meat  eiolted  In  these  orders ;  but  De  Haas  deliberated 
M  the  easecnttont  and  to  get  rid  of  them  resorted  to  a 
jMmndl  of  war,  which,  (in  spite  of  the  opposition  of  a 
few  determined  spirits)  concluded  to  reject  them*  and 
Jie  fell  back  to  JUa  Chine. 

r  I  had  the  mortificatkm*  by  order  of  De  Haaa,  to  be  the  Arnold's 
bearer  of  the  proceedings  of  this  comicU  to  General  Ar-  '^^t, 
jMdd,  which  I  delivered  to  htm  In  Montreal,  the  same 

evcningy  after  a  ialiguing  ride  througii  a  deluge  of  rain, 
.  On  perusing  the  despatcli,  Arnold  expressed  great  in* 
jdignation ;  reproached  the  wiiole  detaclunent  as  well  as 
the  Colonelf  and  concluded  by  obsenringf  that  <«iions 
hU  moards  woM  hemiaie  to  obey  a  posUtoe  order.** 
Piqued  at  this  illiberality  and  rudeness,  I  observed  to 
)iim,  Sir^  you  cens7ire  the  detdc/nneut  uujiisfly  ;  several 
fig  the  officers  were  %ealous  for  the  enUrpriUf  OMd  the  Co* 
knd  alone  i$  re^^omNe.**  This  observalbn  seemed  to 
nlfect  the  Qeiiersl;  he  naosedf  and  after  some  time  ask* 

•  A  circular  t  spans  ion  of  Grand  river  at  the  head  of  JtfOQtreAl 
4sUDd»  not  exQCcdiog  four  miles  ii^  the  liroadcai  par(. 
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fast  that  day,  and  retired  to  a  wrctclicd  tavern^  whew  1 


was  obliged  to  lie  duwn  in  my  wet  i  luthes* 
Be  !Taa^      Early  the  next  inornin)^»  i  received  verbml  orders  tm 
^^l^;"  jow  my  compwiy,  which  1  mei  at  La  Chine^  with  Dd 
Haas,  anil  the  whole  Machmeiit*   From  thoaco  w« 
mairhed  int^)  Montreal,  and  a»  soun  as  the  troops  wero 
dismissed,  I  i*eceivcd  a  iTfjncst  fr  nm  General  ArnoM,  to 
join  him  as  itis  aid^e-caiup»  to  whkk  i  aHsented,  being 
flattered  hy  the  preferenre  of  an  QAccr^  who  had  al  that 
jwnod  acqained  great  celehritj. 
Ciptain       A  few  days  after  I  entered  his  family,  the  General  put 
^Ikinton  haiitU  sundry  invoi<  os  of  stores  and  mcrchan- 

Geii  rai  disesy  belongine  to  the  iiiUjibitaiits  of  ttic  town,  wiiicU  Ue 
^J2^,fw  ^j^if^^eted  me  to  demand  and  receive  from  theabveral  pr»- 
|itttiific«w  prieteroy  and  to  gtve  ordera  on  htm  for  payment  at  the 
inerciianis  ^^'^  invoices ;  but  in  caae  the  ownere  should  re*. 

treiSl**  ^"^^  delivery,  then  the  floods  wci .  tu  bo  srized,  [jai  k- 
ed  up  by  a  guard  which  attended  me^  and  conveyed  to 
head  qnartefs*  Jka  well  as  1  recoUectt  i  iiet  called  on  a 
Knk  Ji«C«~>dt  whfiee  httshand  was  in  f^uehect  for  a 
quarter  cask  of  Madeira  wine,  who  gave  me  surh  a 
Xantippiad,  as  cut  short  our  iiitor%iew  and  savitl  hef 
wine.  I  then  proceeded  to  the  house  of  a  merchant  of 
respectability^  I  believe  a  Mr.  Forsyth,  or  a  Mr«  Leith: 
hie  invoice  wan  presented  to  himy  and  acknowledged  to 
be  conrecti  hnt  to  my  demand  for  the  delivery  of  the 
gootls,  he  rrplied,  «<  These  arc  the  floods,  Sir;  thcij  ure  in 
your  power;  I  cannot  deUxcr  tJtem  but  in  my  own  wrongs 
fon  must  know  that  your  troops  are  alnnd  to  quit  Uiis  pro* 
Dmee  (whicb»  by  the  bye^  I  did  not), and  vAol  coald  /de 
seM  ifonr  paper  money ;  U  wM '  he  men  chtfff  omd  I 
shouLdt  by  tlue  delivery y  forfeit  my  claim  on  the  crowK  for 
indemnittj,  Foitr  own  hrcast  mmt  determine  ivhelker  it  he 
jfasl,  under  meh  circum$iance*f  io  take  a  mii»*4  property 

These  observations  struck  forcibly  upon  my  mind ;  I 
made  some  rapid  reflections  on  the  obi  igat tons  of  my 
proiessiooy  tiie  limits  of  obcdteiipei  auii  Uie  nature  of 
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Ibe  service  on  wfiieh  I  was  ordered,  againM  which  mj  CRAP. 
uiHleratandin^  and  feelings  revolted ;  [» therefore*  pock-  ' 
etted  the  inYfilre«  mim*hed  bark  the  g^iiard  to  head  qnar* 

ti  rs,  and  reqfKstod  the  Genei-a!  to  excitse  me  from  the 
f  xcciitrnn  of  an  order,  wliit  h  upptavcd  to  be  ralher  mtT'^ 
cantile  tftan  military^'*  He  admitted  tuy  oxruse,  but  ob- 
seitved,  that  I  was  •«  more  niee  <Aon  wiset"  and  ordered 
me  to  hold  myself  in  i*eadlnes9  to  descend  the  river  to 
the- Iiead  qiiartei's  of  the  army  at  Sort*l;  pul^<^n;ult  to 
which,  i  enibarkfd  about  noon,  on  board  a  t\v«'lvc-oarfd 
.  batteauywitb  drspatc  bes  for  General  Sullivan.  The  wind 
was  strong^  a-head>  which  caused  n  considerable  swell 
in  the  river,  and  retarded  my  progress*  I  had  passed 
Bonchetville,  and  was  approaching  Varenne^  on  tbo 
right  b.iak  ijf  the  St.  La%vrence,  fourteen  mih's  beIo>v 
Montreal,  when  I  heard  the  report  of  a  cannuii,  at  no 
great  distance  in  mj  front*  the  smoke  of  which  ^vas  con- 
eeoied  lh»m  me,  hy  the  point  of  land  on  whkli  Varennn 
stands,  my  bont  being  close  In  with  the  right  shore  to 
avoid  the  force  of  the  wind.  I  oi*dered  my  men  to  rest 
on  their  oars,  and  was  paiisine^  to  discover  the  ocrasioii 
of  this  shot,  when  a  second  report,  at  a  greater  distance, 
annonneed  a  miKAarjr  movement,  and  solved  my  difikiH- 
Mes.  1  Hnmediaftfly  ran  my  batteani  ashore,  hauled  her 
up,  left  every  thing  standing,  ordered  my  party  onder 
arms,  and  marched  to  the  main  road.  It  still  remained  Meets  Sir 
to  be  ascertained  what  movement  it  was  (for  I  really  ^^^^J^^** 
had  little  suspicion  of  an  enemy),  and  therefore  I  march-  the  dh- 
M  forward  nntU  within  MK>  yards  of  the  head  efthe  vU-  ^^y^'""^ 
lage,  when  a  platoon  of  liie  enemy  turned  the  comer  of  reone.- 
the  street  and  iircd  ;  for  what  cause,  unU  ss  as  a  signal, 
I  have  never  been  able  to  devise;  as  it  coidd  hardly  have 
heen  at  my  small  party,  whicb,  if  the  enemy  bad  not  shewn 
themselves,  would  in  ive  minutes  have  been  their  pri- 
soners ;  butt  being  now  satisfied  the  enemy  had  aetoally 
arrived  within  fouru  cn  miles  of  Montreal,  without  Ge» 
neral  Arnold's  knowledge,  niy  solicitude  was  awakened 
for  his  safety,  and  that  of  the  corps  he  coaunanded.  1  in* 
diaod  to  the  rigiit,  leaped  a  fence^  aad  uaier  sbsitar  of 
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CHAP,  m  coptae  of  wood^  retroAted  as  Hul  as  my  sen  tmM  tWHf 
keeplagthe  wo«d  Mwaen  naaad  thecieoiy. 

The  city  uf  Montreal  is  sitnate  on  the  kft  bank  of  (he 
St.  La  A  feiice,  where  it  is  u  mile  wide,  at  the  htm\  of  s!ii|t 
navis^aliim  and  at  the  foot  oi'  a  aUnid  rapitlf  with  tiie  hcau- 
tilal  liitia  ialand  of  8t  Mefeiia  in  Ita  front,  which 
eoaipreaaing  tha  atmni  incraaacs  Mb  Talocttf.  TlMa 
honra  had  acarcoly  elapsed  atnaa  f  had  left  the  place  im 
perfect  security,  one  third  of  fhe  j^arrison  clown  with  the 
smali-pox,  and  mi»  Anu  i  ii  an  drcaiuiiig  <>t  tiu'  appru;u  l>  uf 
aa  enemy.  A\  iiat  then  musl  have  been  the  feelings  of 
a  yoaay  aoldiery  at  thia  aaespectetl  rencoatre  of  the 
Britiah  army  on  the  oppoaita  haak  of  the  river*  at  a  no- 
nent  whan  he  hetteved  General  Sullivaii  atili  eecapied  hia 
position  at  the  iiitiuUi  of  Sortl,  Ijlu  or  (\w  iity  h  aeriies^ 
helow  I  I  realise  at  this  inuinent  niy  cinotiomi;  but  all  my 
exertions  would  have  beea  uaavailing*  if  the  wind  liad 
not  fiufed  at  that  mtiaai  noMat,  and  obli^  the  Aritiaii 
ieat  to  caat  aachor ;  or*  if  General  Carleton  had  not  halt- 
ed, when  by  an  easy  march  >f  four  hours  over  a  smooth 
road,  on  the  margin  of  the  ri%'er,  five  ImriiliTd  men  iuhI  a 
aiagle  field  piece,  could  have  intercepted  Arnold,  with  a 
garHaon  of  twelve  or  fifteen  hundred^  who*  being  cut  off 
from  aaocoar  or  xeiireatf  moat  have  aurreadered  at  dia^ 
dvtien* 

Tt*  iavour  the  escape  of  General  Arnold  with  hi^  gar- 
rison, it  was  necessary  he  slionltl  m  cive  the  eailiest  in- 
ibrittatkm  of  the  Hear  approach  of  tUe  eaemy.  1  there- 
fere  contlnaed  my  pace  without  hait»  and  leaving  the  parly 
in  eharge  of  my  sergeant^  mounted  a  borae  harehacked, 
ivhich  1  discovered  at  the  door  of  a  ^lind-mill,  and  nide 
full  speed  three  leagues  to  Longuille,  whci*e  1  fuuud  the 
iobabilanta  apprised  of  the  advance  of  the  enemy^  and 
nimoat  in  a  state  of  hoatiiity*  At  the  point  of  my  8wor4» 
I  extorted  a  paddlot  and  oampcUed  a  Canadian  to  assist 
aie  in  launching  a  canoe  from  the  beachf  Into  wliich  I 
jumped,  and  willi  much  labour  gained  the  (4>]>usite  shore^ 
half  a  league  below  the  town,  and  about  six  oMuck  1 

leariild  Amrid's  fuarten»   Me  was  exceedingly  aaiN 
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at  my  rcportf  liaviug  just  receiveil  advice  oi  Qt^  OiiAP* 
aenl  dnUif^i^  i«trait  fimi  Smlf  «Ml«»At  oMkiai^  pre-  .^^^.^^ 
pmAom  to  cms  the  8t»  LawffMm^  but  dM  nol  cimtM-  wami 
flate  this  movement  before  the  next  inorntng,  wlikb  Arnold  of 
Woulii  )Ki\  f  bfcn  tiKi  hite.  hitdanger. 

Every  liieaiis  >%«s  now  put  in  operation  to  effrct  the 
piMi^  of  tk»  river  in  Ihe  covfio  uf  tlie  nlglil;  mmd  i 
MS  ordemd  ImiMtelely  to  racroat  ilf  Mid  (ravarae  tha 

eoanf  ry  by  the  iKmol  roaite  to  CbafaM^ey  twelve  milee^  Ordered 

to  rc]H)rtto  (rciiPi  ai  bullivaii  the  situaliun  411  wUn a  k  haa  bke^ 
discovered  the  enemy,  and  n^quest  a  detachment  Ui  coi'cr 
General  ArnoM^a  retreat  by  Ia  Prairia*  To  axpadito 
tiiifl  aerrice,  I  via  advtoed  to  croaa  toa  river  wk«m  iht 
iaiaad  of  8t  flaiena;  but  fiMnd  Hie  paaaafe  ao aracb  eb» 
structed  by  ivjrks,  shoals  and  rapids,  that  I  did  not  make  * 
the  opposite  shfire  and  reach  Lon^uiiie  until  it  was  dark. 
I  found  a  public  horse  at  the  parisfi  priest's,  mouatad 
Un,  and  arrivad  at  Ohawy^  aboai  ntoe  o^dack  ai 

The  scene  here  presented  to  me  can  never  be  eftared. 
Tlie  front  of  onv  relreatine:  army,  ovenv helmed  with 
fatigoe,  lay  scattered  in  disorder  over  the  plain,  and 
boriad  in  alaept  witboataatogtoaantiaal  to  walcb  iar  ito 
aafety.  I  roda  Ibrougb  tba  aocaiiipnmty  antored  tbe  fori 
by  tbe  drawbridge,  dianouated»  and  preaentod  myaalf  to 
"  (jeaeral  Sulliviuj,  in  his  quarters,  without  bt  ifij^  lialtcd 
or  even  hailed,  ^^itwithstandiug  the  dis.siiuiiiiudc  ui  tiic 
ocrasimit  tba  proatrate  vaprotected  aitoation  in  which  i 
ibund  our  oamp,  raoallcd  to  my  amoiy  Virgil'a  truly 
aflfecting  episode  of  Niaaa  and  EtiryalaSi  Tbe  Oeneral^ 
and  his  companions,  Colonels  St.  Clatr,  Maxwell,  and 
Hazen,  all  appeared  astonisiied  at  my  inlormation  ot  liie 
near  approach  of  the  enemy  to  Montreal.  Maxwell  ia 
the  Soottiab  dialect  exclaimed*  ^  Be  the  Lardt  U  ceMHiU  he  ' 
posHUe^*  to  which  I  emphatically  retortodt  **Be  the 
£ard,  Sir^  ym  knew  mt  what  you  sayJ*  SulKvan  and 
St.  Clair,  who  were  botli  acquainted  with  Dify  interposed 
and  corrected  Maxwell*8  indecorum.  It  was  acknow- 
kdgod  on  aii  hande^  that  a  datachmeat  waa  aecaaaajry  to 
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C0AP*  c<MiPigwte  wfth  Arm^ld;  hv^t  kuw  to  effin^t  it^  un^  the 
actual  riiTJimstanct  s  of  the  moment*  was  a  nuitu  r  of 
jnucii  diffii'uiij  ;  tiie  night  was  prui'aii|icil>  dark  j  Uic  rain 
jHHired  down  in  torrciits ;  tbd  tmop«  al  ImmI  were  £m 
tigii^t  and  In  grtat  duMirdf r;  and  Ibere  w«a  no  offioor 
ta  rereiTe  or  exccuto  ordera.   A£lU»r  aoroo  deliteotitHi  jt 
1adef>      was  dctcriniiuMl,  that  1  slxmld  proceed  down  Ihi'  Sorely 
w^^h^n^    with  itistructiuns  to  Brigadier-general  the  Banm  de 
to'^iJie"""  \Voedtke»  wlio  conaiaiided  the  rear»  to  make  a  dotack- 
Bai'on  de  mrat  of  500  meat  to  cover  General  Amald's  rilrait. 
Wocdtke.        exercises  of  tlie  day  had  pre|nii«d  mt  ratiker  for  re- 
imsc,  and  I  was  a  ^^Uiai^^^l'  to  t!ic  l  uute;  >et  I  received 
the  order  w  ith  cheerfulness.    1  was  directed  to  keep  the 
main  road  on  tJie  bank  of  tke  Sorel,  which  Colonel  Uazen 
inforiaad  iae»  vae  quite  plain  and  aaoMriictedi  Imc  In 
deceived  nM»  and  owing  to  tlie  darkneae  of  tbe  nigbt»  i 
pri  Hently  missed  my  wayyand  narrowly  escaped  plung^ing 
into  Little  Riveo  w  liere  it  is  twenty  feet  deep.  After  my 
eacapey  i  dismounted,  and  securing  mj  hursc,  groped  mj 
nugr  In  the  darkf  ancle  deep  in  mndt  until  1  discovered  a 
bridge  of  batleaax,  formed  for  tbe  panege  of  tbe  InOui- 
trj ,  nil  whidi  1  crossed. 

I  iuiuiU  every  honsc  and  liuL  m  my  rontu  crowded  with 
stragglers,  mm  xviUiout  officers^  and  officers  willunU  meu, 
yet  conid  iram  notbing  of  tbe  Baron  de  Woedtke^  eveiy 
one  appearing  solely  intent  on  bis  own  accommodation 
and  comfort  Despondency  had  seized  on  all  ranks,  and 
under  lavour  of  a  Uark  and  tempestuous  night,  with  five 
hundred  fresh  men  the  whole  army  could  have  been  de- 
stroyed* It  is  from  such  awful  examples,  tbe  youtliful  sol« 
dier  acquires  experience,  and  learns  lessons  of  vigilance 
and  caution,  wbicb  are  not  to  be  attained  on  fields  of 
pai  ade,  or  in  the  titeorics  of  the  ablci>t  captains  wiio  ever 
lived. 

Wet  to  the  skin,  covered  with  mud,  and  exhausted  by 
bnngert  fatigue,  and  a  nigbt  march  of  several  hours,  I 
Ihrew  myself  down  on  tbe  floor  of  a  filthy  cabin,  and 

slept  until  the  dawn  of  day,  when  1  arose  and  prosecuted 
my  march  in  quest  of  the  iVussiau  barou.  The  first  uifi- 
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cer  of  my  arquainianre  whom  I  met,         Lieutenant-  CHAP. 

colonel  Williaiii  Allen  of  rlu>  2(1  Pennsylvania  reji!;inient« 

v  lin,  lo  niy  inquiry  lor  I)c  W'oedlke,  n- plied,  he  liafi  •*  no 

doubt  the  beast  was  dmnk,  and  in  front  of  the  amiy.**  1 

then  infunued  him  of  m>  ordei*s  fur  a  detacliment,  to  ^ 

cover  Arnold'8  retreat  from  Montreal.    His  n'ply  was  ^ 

remarkable:  **  This  arm> ,  \^  ilkiiiS(»n,  is  conqueivd  by' 

its  teal's,  and  I  doubt  whether  you  can  draw  assistance  ' 

from  it;  but  Colonel  Wayne  is  in  the  rear,  and  if  any  ono    *  * 

can  do  it,  he  is  the  man."  On  v^hich  I  quickened  my  pace,  ' 

and  half  an  hour  after  met  that  gallant  sohliery  uith  Palls  In 

whom  1  had  made  an  intimacy  at  New  York,  as  much  at  nd  w^ylle 

his  ease  as  if  he  was  marching  to  a  parade  of  exeirise;  whoexe- 

cutcs  the 

he  confirmed  Allen's  report  resjiecting  Dc  >Voedtke,  and  order, 
without  hesitation  determined  to  carry  tlic  order  into  ex- 
ecution if  jiossible.  Fur  this  purpiise^  he  halted  at  tho 
bridge,  and  posted  a  guard,  with  orders  to  stop  every 
man,  without  respi'ct  to  corps,  who  appeared  to  be  active, 
alert,  and  equipped.  Such  was  the  effect  of  this  plan, 
that,  n(»twithstandiiig  the  disorder  which  prevailed,  in 
less  than  an  hour,  the  detachment  was  completely  form- 
ed, and  in  motion  for  Longutlle;  when,  by  one  of  those 
caprices  of  the  human  mind  which  baffles  inquiry,  it  was 
observable  that  those  very  men,  who  had  been  only  the 
day  before  retreating  in  confusion,  before  a  division  of 
the  enemy,  now  marched  with  alacrity  against  his  main 
body !  • 

We  had  proceeded  about  two  miles,  when  we  met  an  Arnold 
express  from  Arnold,  with  verbal  information  of  his  cs- 
cape  from  Montreal,  and  that  he  should  be  able  to  mako 
good  his  retreat  by  La  Prairie. 

This  information  brought  Colonel  Wayne  to  the  right 
about.  We  crossed  Little  river  at  a  ford,  on  the  direct 
road  from  Longuillc,  and  found  the  rear  of  the  army  had 
got  up  to  Chamblee.  Our  detachment  was  discovered 
advancing  on  the  bank  of  the  Sorcl,  two  miles  below  the 
fort ;  and  its  return  by  tliat  route  being  unexpected,  we 
were  taken  for  the  enemy,  and  great  alarm  and  confusion 


Digitized  by  Google 


M  MBMoms  m 

CHAP,  ensued  in  tlie  mam  body  of  the  troops ;  the  drums  beat  to 
^  wnMf  and  General  SuUivan  and  his  officers  were  ob- 
«r?€d  makiag  great  excriioiiB  to  prepare  for  baUki  hat 
at  tiie  eana  tiaie^  naabef*  were  aeea  to  seek  saletj  ky 
flight  Colonel  Wayaa  hailed  Ihb  colaain,  polM  out  bis 
glasfl,  and  seemed  to  enjoy  the  panic  his  ap])earafire  had 
produced^  Untii  1  suggesteii  Uiat  he  would  intern i  pi  the 
laboflire  of  the  trenfB  oa  the  {lortage  of  Chaaihl6e»  and 
May  the  morement  of  the  amy ;  after  which  he  sent  me 
Ibrward  to  correct  the  Maslon.  On  my  apfiroaeh  to 
ChambUe,  I  met  Colonel  Hazcn  on  hui^sebacky  alone  and 
at  fail  epi'ed  directly  towards  the  column  of  CoUinel 
Wayne.  As  he  peseed  nie»  he  inquired  what  troope  those 
were  In  aiy  rear^  hut  mate  no  billy  and  I  neyer  have 
been  able  to  penetrate  (he  motive  of  this  movement;  for 
if  it  had  been  the  enemy  vvlium  he  apjiroachcd,  uur  army 
was  irretrievably  lost*  On  approaching  General  Sulll- 
van^  1  retMirted  Colonel  Wayne  and  bis  detacbment*  aiid 
received  orders  for  him  to  march  by  his  right,  on  a  de- 
▼iooe  psthy  whiob  at  a  league's  distance  intersected  the 
route  from  La  Pj  aii  ic  to  St.  John's,  and  still  to  co-ope- 
rate with  General  Arnold,  should  it  be  found  necessary  5 
but  when  we  reached  the  road,  we  discovered  that  Arnold 
had  passed,  and  the  bridge  of  Little  river  on  ftre.  Wo 
therefore  taraed  ts  the  Ml,  and  followed  him  to  Sf; 
John%  where  we  arrived  in  the  evening,  and  found  Gc< 
neral  Sullivan  with  the  Irunt  of  the  army. 
June  18.  whole  of  the  troops,  their  haggsge, stores  and  pro- 

The  army  visions,  ex(  rpting  three  pieces  of  iron  ordaatioe,  were  got 
md^^  Up  ^     iohn's  two  days  afterwards ;  and  the  necessary 
rives  at    arrangements  being  made,  the  army  embarked  and  moved 
max  Nuix.  "P       Sore!  in  the  afternoon  of  tlie  same  day.  Aftei*  the 
last  boat  but  Arnold's  had  ptit  off,  at  his  instance  we 
mounted  our  hoi*ses,  and  proceeded  two  miles  down  the 
direct  road  to  CbambUe,  where  we  met  the  advance  of 
the  Britisb  division  under  Lieutenant-general  Burgoyne* 
We  reconnoitred  It  a  few  minutes,  tlien  gal  lopped  back  to 
St.  JuUii'ci,  and  sti'ippiiig  our  horses,  iUuoid  shut  his 
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mnif  tnd  mrditni  me  tb  Mlow  his  example^  wbleh  I  did  chap. 
ivitlt  rekdam.  Tlie  am  waa  now  dowii»  and  the  ene-  ' 
WHf^B  fHmt  in  viaw,  when  we  took  an  affectionate  leave  of 

Colonel  LoafSy  the  faithful  chief  of  the  Cacliiiuwai^a  tribe, 
and  Uie  only  Canadian  who  accompanied  the  army  in  its 
vatreat  from  Canada :  he  cast  a  aorrowful  look  at  our 
kofttf  and  valirMl  ptecfpitalely  into  the  adjaceat  fiMvat 
He  continnad  flrm  in  his  atlaclinicnt  tn  our  cause  throngli- 
Out  the  revolutionary  contest. 

General  Ariiuid  tlien  ordered  all  liandw  on  boartl,  and 
resisting  my  profiers  of  service,  pushed  off  the  hoat 
with  his  own  hands,  and  thas  indulged  the  vanltj  of 
heing  the  last  nnm  whn  eaiharked  fhnn  the  shores  of  the 
enero; .  We  followed  the  army  twelve  miles  to  the  Isle 
aux  Ni)ix,  where  we  ai  rived  after  dark,  and  fuund  it  en- 
camped on  I0W9  flatf  wet  groandy  scarcely  above  tho  sur- 
Ihce  of  the  water. 

When  these  last  scenes  are  reviewed^  if  theeacapa  of  onr 

amy  from  Canada  was  not  conalananeed  by  Sir  Gkiy 
CarletoOf*  It  must  appear  miraculoos  t  on  the  one  handt 

our  retreat  was  embarrassed  by  disease  and  incumbered 
wiUi  a  potttlerettB  atUmUi  on  the  othert  the  pursuit  de« 

*  Thit  suggestion  springs  ottt  of  the  chtOTWtcr  of  that  diittagoith- 
•dtoldiorawlstiiMawai  and  is  grounded  on  the  geeetaltensr  of  hlo 

•ondvet  u>  hit  pritonenb  and  the  fbUoving  suthmtic  aiMedote. 

SulMequcnt  to  the  surrender  of  the  Rriusli  army  ut  Saratoga,  Cap- 
tain Richard  England,  of  the  47lh  Bnlisli  ^rcnudiuis,  wiih  whom  I 
had  btcn  previously  acqviaintcd,  informed  ii\c,  that  ufur  the  uflliir  of 
Three  Rirers,  and  when  our  troops  were  retreating,  being  himst- If  ud- 
▼aueed  with  a  detachment  in  the  pursuit,  he  received  informal  ion, 
from  a  Canadian,  of  a  party  of  the  fugitives  on  a  back  route ;  and  Sir 
Guy  Carleton  coming  up  at  the  same  time,  he  mentioned  the  circum- 
stance to  him,  and  a»ked  permission  to  cut  it  off,  who  rephed,  "  What 
would  you  do  with  tbem ;  have  you  spare  provisions  for  them  ;  or 
Wsuld  you  tend  them  to  Quebec  to  starve  ?  No>  let  the  poor  crcratures 
go  home  and  carry  with  them  a  tale,  which  Will  serve  bis  majesty 
more  cffectuaUy  than  their  capture."  If  such  benevolen  e  had  mai'k- 
od  the  cottdnet  of  all  the  British  cooiniandert«  the  royal  cause  would 
hfi^c  had  a  much  better  chance  of  success. 
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CHAP,  ppntleil  sfiU'ly  nn  the  disc  rot idn  of  the  cfjuimaiider,  whCNMI 
vast  au|>f  riui  ity  of  Um  c,  cuiuiuueii  witii  its  health  aotl  vi« 
goQFf  would  have  jwUfieil  vnj  catarfirise*  Bui  it  aMnid 
2»  if  apprelieiwioB  rmomi  tiiir  MHitj^aad  gafewfngvto 
our  IM ;  wfiilst  Injodlf io»  Mai^a*  wmeowarj  CMition, 
or  puliiM  hI  ronsiilerations,  reUmletl  the  muvemcntsof  the 
eiteui^  ;  and  instead  o!  harassing  oui*  rear,  inten'upting 
our  march,  ami  forcing  «9  to  «  general  actkHiyor  fvttiiig 
119  to  the  routy  the  taHineM  of  hie  epemtioiHi  gm  m 
time  to  retire*  witlMt  the  laae  of  either  mes  or  stnree. 

General  Sullivan,  nn  oflicer  of  s^vcat  resolution  and 
perseverance^  had  determined  to  deti  nd  his  position  at 
tiie  Boiith  of  the  Sorely  uatil  forced  from  his  yurpeie 
hy  the  vemoiBtrancfe  of  Cciowel  St.  Clair  eed  other 
Md  oftcere;  and  t»  this  caiioe  mmj  he  eacrihed  the  im- 
seasnnabiL  ice  of  his  movement  to  General  Arnold, 
and  the  advaiitai^c  he  gave  General  Carleton^  wiiu,  with 
his  wtiola  army  afloat»  reached  our  position  ft  few  hewft 
alter  General  SalKvan  had  ahendoaed  it 
^^^^  Here  General  GaHeton  certainly  committed  n  famx  piff 
Carlcion.  which  as  certainly  saved  our  army,  as  will  be  appai^nt 
by  a  (glance  at  the  skt  tc  !i  of  ihc  iounti'\,*  from  which  it 
will  be  scen»  that  Montreal  and  Chamhlee  are  nearly 
eqnldietant  from  the  month  of  the  Sorel ;  hut  thnt  the 
oonrsee  of  the  two  riters  centmct  the  dlstece  between 
the  former  pinces  to  ahont  twelve  miles.  Now»  if  Sir 
Guy  had  made  a  pnmipt  debarkation  of  liis  whole  force 
at  the  Sorel,  and  detached  his  eliict  with  four  day's 
proviatone  on  the  men's  backs,  to  overtaksy  hemsii 
and  dslny  onr  retrenting,  dieeneedi  disnrdsred^  hewpi- 
hroken  corps,  whilst  bis  main  body  foUewed  alertly  to 
press  an  engai^ement;  or  if  he  had  jJiisscd  the  Sonl  vsith- 
oiit  a  hiilt,  and  availed  himself  of  the  same  breeze  which 
brought  him  to  Varemie,  where  i  met  him  at  S  i^dack. 
the  iatiif  he  could  hnve  readied  Longnille  the  meming 
of  that  dny,  before  i  left  Montreal  er  Arnold  had  received 
General  Snllivan's  despatch,  and  of  consequence,  being 

'  See  AUas»  No.  L 
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*  mi  the  north  side  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  we  should  have  cilAP. 
been  obliged  to  iay  Uovn  our  armsy  without  firing  a  tliot 
A  ooltflia  of  five  HMnMuid  mmt  despatolrad  st  the  wme  ^^"^'^^ 
Ham  fbr  CtanWe,.  waiUd  km  wlereiyM  Qeoerml  8al- 
livnu  In  eiCber  case^  the  eperntioii  woaM  hm  kmn  de- 
cisive  in  the  capture  or  dcalructiou  ui'  the  whole  Ameri- 
can array  In  Canada* 

VwtimuMj  for  ws,  General  Garlelon  adofited  a  differ- 
fnt  munse  I  Iwlwfed  Li0vten«nt*geiieral  Bnrgojne  with 
»  ditision  of  ih»  am  J  at  Sorely  nnder  orders  of  oaeh 
marked  ctrcutn8pection>  as  cramped  his  natural  cntcr- 
prize»*  while  Sir  Guy  himself  proceeded  up  the  river 
fer  Montreal  witli  kis  main  bodj ;  but  in  conoequoaeo 
of  Ike  fUIttro*  of  tke  wind^  ke  kaked  at  Yarenne,  whoro 
I  fortaaataly  met  kim»  and  by  my  prompt  eommnni- 
cation  to  Arnold^  enabled  tliat  officer  to  cross  the  St. 
Lawrence,  in  the  course  of  the  nighty  andy  witii  all  June  16Ui. 
bis  incumbrances,  to  oluda  Iko  grasp  of  Sir  Guy,  by  a 
narck  of  9&  mAn  kk  oao  dayt  from  LongaiUOf  ky  Lm 
¥tM99  to  St  John*h. 

By  what  a  slight  thread  was  the  issue  of  the  revo- 
lution at  this  moment  suspended !  If  our  Canadian  army 
kad  been  lost,  it  is  not  improbable  that  the  dubious  qu^ 
lioii  of  iod^M«idenc%  not  yet  decided  at  that  jnnotimV 
wooM  kave  keen  negatli^y  or  poosihly  a  negotietioii 
opened  with  the  British  conimissioncrsy  and  a  reconcilia- 
tion with  the  parent  state  mit^lit  have  followed.  General 
Washington^  whose  lofty  soul  and  inflexible  purposes 
wore  not  to  ke  afibcted  ky  ordinary  circnmstanccsy  in 
•  letter  to  tko  Prcrtdent  of  Congress^  describing  our  June  ssi» 
scattered,  divided,  and  broken  Canadian  army,  thus  ex-  Gencna 
presses  himself:  "I  will  only  add  my  apprehensions,  Wwhinif. 
tkat  one  of  the  latter  events,  cither  that  they  arc  cut  oflT,  ^crio 
or  made  prisoners,  kas  already  happened;  and  if  it  has  Coqpros. 
,taken  place»  it  will  not  ke  easy  to  describe  all  tbe  faUd 
etmsequen^s  ihnt  may  flow  from  \V*  Wonderful  indeed 
was  our  escape^  and  complicated  the  causes  to  whibh  it 

*  This  1  heard  from  General  Bufgojne't  own  lips. 
VOl^  I.  fi 
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at  the  mouth  of  the  Surcl,  ilie  sudden  failure  ol  the  breeze 


which  wafted  him  up  to  Varcnnc,  my  fortunate  rencon- 
tre of  him  at  that  place»  anil  Ibe  tanl/  moYement  of  the 
colinm  nmler  IdeoteBant-feneral  BuiigejiMV  the  a^ie- 
hensions  of  General  Washington  most  inevitably  have 

been  rt  iilisL'd.  Whatever  may  hare  bct^u  the  reflections 
of  the  philosopher  or  the  casuist  on  tliat  occasion,  it  was 
manifest  to  me  that  the  hand  of  Ueaveu  was  interposed 
liw  our  deiiYenuicey  as  it  freqaentlj  has  been  in  the  cavse 
of  oor  eonntfy.  Let  ns  not  then  finMt  tiie  Divine  fa- 
vour, by  the  dereliction  of  religious  and  moral  obligations^ 
for  the  indulgence  of  those  passions,  which  neither  pro- 
mote our  temporal  comfort  nor  provide  for  our  eternal 
happiness. 

Disho-       Amidst  the  brllfiant  career  which  General  Arnold  was 

JJJJJJ^^j.  piii-suiiig,  he  stained  his  character  by  an  indelible  act  ui' 
General  dishonour^  ascribed  by  many  who  knew  him  well,  to  the 
Arnold,  prejudices  of  early  education.*  The  order  which  I  had 
rejected  in  Montreal^  was  carried  into  execution  by  a 
less  scrupuloos  agent,  and  the  merchants  of  that  plare 
were  pliiiulerctl  of  tlieir  merchandize^  under  tlic  pretext 
of  providing  for  tiie  ollicers  of  the  army.  The  booty  was 
committed  to  the  charge  of  a  Captain  Scott,  a  reduced 
oAcer  of  Jersey^  conveyed  across  the  lalsesy  and  trans* 
ported  to  Alhany,  where  It  was  sold*  General  Arnold 
pocketing  the  proceeds.  This  transaction  was  noto- 
riousi  and  excited  discontent  and  clamour  in  the  army; 
yet  it  produced  no  regular  inquiry^  though  it  sunli  him 
in  the  esteem  of  every  man  of  honour^  and  determined 
me  to  have  his  family^  on  the  lint  proper  occasloni  and 
this  dccnrted  at  Ticondmga  in  the  following  month. 

*  He  was  repreiented  to  ha%'e  been  an  haif- bred  apothecary,  had 
Iwcame  the  skipper  of  a  vessel,  a  trader  to  the  West  Indies,  a  dealer 
hi  horses*  and  a  bold  adventurer  in  all  his  undertakings. 
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0mnfil  JtmU  deparUJrm  Ifte  Jbfe  our  JVbtef  tmi 
orrivef  al  .tfKaiiyy  accompauM       CapUm  ITtZMfi* 

so/i. — CJiaracter  af  General  SchunUr, — 'Question  be* 
twecn  QeneraU  SchuifUr  and  Gates,  a$  to  the  righi 
of  wmmmAi  E^emd  to  tht  commander  m  ekitf^ 
Gmuid  SuBimiiCo  rolnetmico  to  nUn  from  JiU  ant^f 
Mix^lHtormkiei  to  pfooeed  to  Crowm  PoM^Ihe 
latter  pUux  abandoned. — Remonstrance  of  tlie  field  qffi' 
cers.-^C^neral  Washington's  conduct  on  tlte  occasion* 
^Description  of  Crown  Fomt» — Takiog  of  lYconderofa 
mid  Crown  Fmot^  ^  Gotfral  Jlmktnt^Jktdh  ^  Qu 
mrat  Prtdeanx  hefini  ^iagartu-'^Jtiocdotieo  of  Oenamt 
Charles  Lu, — Reasons  frr  abandoning  Crown  Point,— 
A  project  of  Captain  Wilkinson. — The  exemtion  if  it  in* 
trusted  to  Captain  WilsoUf  ivho  fails  in  U^^Lieutcnant 
WkUoomb^o  onterprisie  wnd  Brigadur'gontrol  Oordon^o 
doatlu'-Jkfett  of  CoUmd  Baxom  ty  Qenoral  Jlmold^ 
General  jjrnoWs  controversy  with  a  genera^  court  mar- 
iUU, — Conduct  of  General  Gates, — Kxposition  of  the  rt- 
laiivc  porwers  of  general  cfmrts  martial,  and  tlie  constir 
tmnt  OMthoirUigtf^Tfromf  and  vf^uotiu  JhtnSeid 
Madisou  exmpliPed^^'Jiemarki  on  the  defects  of  our 
military  code. — Tlie  site  of  Ticonderoga  described. ^Com- 
parison of  (General  Mcrcromhie*s  operallum  before  Ticon- 
deroga in  17 SH,  with  those  of  Genmd  rackeiUiam  before 
Qrtumh  tn  tM^B^tcHfim  offend  to  roih  mi 
inexponenud  qfficen^Freneh  lanes^mmQenenU  Abor^ 
crombie^s  attack  on  them, — Captaiyi  Wilkinson  appointed 
Brigade-major. — General  JhnoH  hoists  Ms  pendant  on 
hoard  the  Royal  Savage, — His  instructions  frmn  Chneral 
Oates^Brigade  major  Wilkvmn  transferrod  to  Clentral 
Sindmi^o  Mgade^f^  i^emet  at  Oonoral  8L  Gtoir'j  mu 
Utary  life.^EeJlections  an  serviQCs  an4  mvards^Tho 
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iaidcncy  of  public  ingraiiiudc. — BrigaditT'gtmrai  Ar^ 
noliTs  naval  operatiorts. — Reflections  on  OenenU  AmM^M 
c^uimU  and  tk$  ^ects  of  hU  (Ufi'aU  Ommd  Carittm 
arrtvet  «l  Oram  PdM4  fmmtUm  mm  wmJm  ml  1^ 

CHAP.         The  spoils  which  General  Arnold  liatl  collected  at 
Montreal  were  before  liim  ou  tUe  waj  to  Albany ;  and 
^'^^'^^  lie  wag  intwested  in  makim;  amnguneiita  §at  their  dis-^ 
posali  al  tlieMrafrtitteitwaaiwoeMaiyOeiiBralScliBj.. 
ler,  the  chief  of  the  northern  department,  should  be  ad- 
vised of  tlie  retreat  of  the  army  from  Canada,  and  con- 
sulted in  respect  to  future  dispositions.    On  such  an  tic- 
Cision^  a  tktt  conference  was  to  be  preferred  to  a  writ> 
ien  correspondenoe;  and  whb  m  proper  for  IMs  ooasaui* 
ideation  as  the  second  hi  conMMUid*  The  nission  eoms- 
potided  wUli  liis  views,  and  after  receiving  General  Sol* 
llvan's  full  instr»ictions,  with  a  despntrli  for  General 
June  19.    Schuyler^  he  embarked,  accompanied  by  met  in  an  open 
boat,  and  proeeeded  for  Albaajf  where  wio  onrived 
night  of  the  d4th»  and  the  next  aanmii^g  ▼isited  General 
Schuyler  at  his  seat. 
Cbanc-       This  officer,  an  dtve  of  Major-general  Bradstreeti  in 
General        6«vcn  year's  war,  possessed  a  8tt*ong9  fertile  and  cul- 
Scbi^len  tirated  mind|  with  polished  manners  he  nnted  the  nmst 
nmiahie  dispeaitiott  awl  insinaating  addreesySiid  his  con- 
▼trial  pleasantry  noTsr  failed  to  Interest  and  enliwi  his 
society  :  in  the  discliai  i^c  of  his  military  duties,  he  wiis 
able,  prompt,  and  decisive,  and  his  conduct  in  every 
branch  of  service  marked  by  active  industry  and  rapid 
execution;  but  he  excelled  In  the  departments  of  commls^ 
sary  and  quarter-master  general,  of  which  lie  had  ac- 
quired extensive  knowledge  in  his  form tT  sci'vice ;  yet, 
as  General  Gates  fiad  been  appointed  to  supersede  Ge- 
iK  ral  Sullivan  in  the  command  of  tiic  army  of  Canada, 
General  Schuyler  determined  to  await  his  arrival*  which 
June  V.  took  place  a  day  or  two  after,  when  a  difficulty,  arose  be* 
^^J^  twcen  those  genilemen,  respecting  the  right  of  command* 
Cicnenhi  Scfauylcr  was  the  senior  oHiceri  and  comnum.dcd  the 
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northern  department;  Gates  had  been  appointed  com-  cuap. 

mander  in  chief  in  Canada,  with  dictatorial  powers,* 

Mlal  October  ensuingi  hut  the  wtmj  to  which  he  wasg^^^|^ 

t^ff^^sM  M  WtetHtody  MMI  b»  fiNIWl  it  Wilhui  fiolMQr*  and  Gates. 

^9  Jaikdictiaii.    Tli»  Ummkf  off  ailitiiy  MMi^oil^m^^^ 
mi^ht  have  found  ample  cause  for  disaensiony  in  a  case  mmd^ 
whet-e  the  manifest  intention  of  the  s^overtiniunl  had  Genera?^ 
jbeeo  contravened  by  accidental  circuiiibUut  csi  but  to 
tUr  mutual  credit^  am  amicable  esplanation  and  a  refer*  ^^"* 
mmelo  tie  comamader  in  cUef,  remo?ed  «fefj*dlilcaUy. 

When  General  AmoM  Ml  the  Me  anx  NofXf  Gmral 
Sullivan,  reluctant  to  yield  an  inch  of  grr^und,  indulged 
ho^ea  he  m^t  be  able  to  hold  that  poiiition ;  but  such 
thoughta  were  aeon  dimtjiatod  by  the  incoaTeniettoewkl 
InaaluhfillCitf  tbe  apotf  emlMismed  in  a  low  awampT'  wil* 
derMSy  wMb  bad  water*  and  within  Mf  nNnl[et  ahoC  of 

tbc  main  laiid  on  either  side ;  and  his  removal  was  pro- 
bably hastened  by  an  unlucky  accidentf  which  occurred 
a  daj  or  two  after  we  took  leave  of  him.  Yet  this  gallant 
oficer,  unwilling  to  lamaae  kia  diataoce  from  Canada, 
on  breaking  up  hia  campat  the  Isle  aiix  NoiXf  medHalad 
taking  post  at  the  lal^  la  Motte,  near  the  fiiot  of  Lake 


*  Extract  of  a  letter  fnm  the  honoonble  Jobii  AduDa  to  M^or* 
gcaenl  Gates,  dated 

"  fkihitlfm,  Jtma  Wl 

My  dear  Gmevil, 

**  We  have  ordered  you  to  the  poet  of  honour,  and  madeyoo  dietl^ 
tor  in  Canada  for  aiz  montht,  or  at  least  until  the  first  of  Oetober^*^ 
We  do  not  choose  to  trust  jo/Ot  Gtoerals^  with  too  niueh  power  kH 
too  long  a  thne/* 

f  Withniit  appreiicnsion  of  d.mjjper,  the  officer?  were  in  thppractir.a 
t)f  visitinc;  :t  Cr»nntli;in  hut  on  the  western  shore  of  the  river,  to  drink 
BpP'ire  hft. T.  Thr-  scoiiis  of  the  enemy  h:id  observed  this  intercourse, 
and  formed  an  ambuscade  of  Indians,  who  suddenly  att:irk(  d  ;in  nn- 
armed  party,  widiin  eigfity  rods  nf  the  camp  and  in  sight  of  the  urmy, 
kilted  and  scalped  Captain  Adams,  Ensign  Culbcrtson,  and  two  pri. 
▼ates,  aiid  made  prisoners  Captain  M'Lanc>  and  Lieutenants  M'Far- 
ran,  M'Allister,  and  Hogg-,  with  two  privates;  Captain  Rippy  and 
l^ieutenant  Rush  made  their  escape  in  a  canoe.  I  think  the  party  was 
fi-om  Uie  Fenusylvania  line. 
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CHAP.  Champlaln;  but  when  be  reflected  on  the  remoteness  of 
thftt  pontion  from  succour  or  resource,  the  deficienry  of 
ins  mtm,  the  tHcrraaing  iickiwts  of  Ms  tntfSf  and  tiie 
wmt«f  MritaUe  ateent  far  IMr  ooaifort  awi 

determined  to  proceed  np  the  lake  to  Crown  pointf  where 

lie  halted  and  encamped,  and  when  I  reached  that  places 
1  found  the  troops  stiil  festering  indisease,*  and  the  con* 
raleweiit  engaged  in  Mgom,  whkk  indicated  the  inteir- 
tfon  of  a  permanent  eafablishmcnt. 
The  iftnew    Generals  Schuyler,  Gates,  and  Arnold,  arrived  a  few 
determine  days  after,  when  an  occurrence  took  place,  which  is  wor- 
to  aban-    thy  note,  because  it  will  convejr  to  the  reader  a  distinct 
^^"^  idee  of  the  state  of  the  diadpiine  end  eeherdinatlon  wMch 
prevailed  in  the  American  emiy  at  that  tiae«  Hiegene* 
ral  ollltei'9,  in  a  cooncH  of  war,  detonnlned  to  idiandon 
Crown  ]Hiint  in  favour  of  Ticonderoga ;  but  so  soou  as 
tills  resuiution  was  promulgated  to  the  army,  a  number 
Remon-    of  tiie  field  officeraf  called  aneetingt  And  entered  into  a  ra» 
th^fieid  ^  monstrance  agaimrt  the  decision  of  their  aoperiors,  whidh 
offioen.   -together  Mith  the  proceedings  of  the  council,  was  trans* 
roitted  to  tlic  commander  in  chief.  General  Washington, 
c.rnrrai    and  caused  him  some  inquietude |  for,  although  he  coin- 
cided  in  judgment  with  the  field  officers,  those  views  of 
duet  on   'policy  and  principles  of  service  which  seldom  failed  hunt 
prevented  Lis  a])proval  of  their  remonstrance^  and  he 


the 
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*  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Majorogenerftl  Gites,  addressed  to  Mr. 
Hancock,  rrealdent  of  Congress,  dated 

Tkwidbrof  a,  July  ISM,  ITTii 

**  Upon  my  arriTsl  at  Albany  the  STih  ultimo.  General  Cchuylcr  as- 
•ttined  the  eomasand  of  the  army  in  this  departaieiil*  allegltif  thift 
the  reaolvea  of  Congresa  and  General  WashaBftw^a  inalnwdM  to 
ne»  were  ocnfined  lo  Oaoada.  I  aaNaitlrf»  and  vent  with  Ganmd 
Schttyler  and  Genaial  Aneld  to  Crown  point,  whett  wa  limni  tka 
vretcbed  nnnaint  of  what  was  onee  arery  rospootafala  hody  of  troopa 
»-tliat  peaiilentaal  diaeaae^  the  small  pox,  haa  tafcoa  anoh  deep  lool^ 
thai!  tte  oamp  had  owredie  appeamneo  of  a  general  ho^dtal  than  in 
army  fbrssid  lo  oppose  the  iamion  of  «  oneocirfol  andeolsrpniag 

J  Colonel  St.  Clair  did  not  join  the  protesters  or  approve  (faclr 
opinion. 
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contented  himself  with  the  exposition  of  his  opinions*  to  chap. 
the  President  of  Congress  and  Generals  Schuyler  and 
Gatesy  which,  owing  to  his  delccttve  knowledge  of  the 
topography  of  the  country,  happened  in  this  instanro  to 
be  erroneous.  Generals  Schuyler  and  Gates  took  iircat 
the  implied  ccnsui*eof  the  general  otUcers,  who  had  given 
their  opinions  to  General  Washington  against  the  aban-  .  ,j 
donment  of  Crown  point  and  the  preference  of  Ticondc- 
roga.  They  made  common  cause,  and  in  spirited  terms 

*  Extract  of  a  letter  from  General  Waihington  to  the  President 
of  Congress,  dated 

"  JWtv  rork,  July  \9th,  1776. 

**  I  confess  the  determination  of  the  coancil  of  general  officers  on 
the  7th,  to  retreat  from  Crown  point,  surprised  me  much;  and  the 
more  I  consider  it,  the  more  striking  does  the  impropriety  appear. 
The  reasons  assigned  against  it  by  the  field  officers  in  iheir  remon- 
strance, coincide  greatly  with  my  own  ideas  and  those  of  the  other  ge- 
neral officers  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  conrersing  with,  and  seem 
to  be  of  considerable  weight,  1  may  add  conclusive.  I  am  not  fully 
acquainted  with  the  geography  of  that  country,  and  the  situation  of 
the  diiVerent  posts,  as  to  pronounce  a  peremptory  judgment  upon  the 
matter;  but  if  my  ideas  are  right,  the  possession  of  Crown  point  is 
essential  to  give  us  the  superiority  and  mastery  upon  the  lake. 

'*That  the  enemy  will  possess  it  as  soon  as  abandoned  by  us  there 
can  be  no  doubt;  and  if  they  do,  whatever  gallies  or  force  we  keep 
on  the  lake,  will  be  unquestionably  In  their  rear.  How  they  are  to  be 
cupported  there,  or  what  succour  can  be  drawn  from  them  there,  is 
beyond  my  comprehension.  Perhaps  it  is  only  meant  that  tliey  shall 
be  employed  on  the  communication  between  that  and  Ticonderoga. 
If  this  is  the  case,  I  fear  the  views  of  Congress  will  not  be  answered, 
nor  the  salutary  effects  be  derived  from  them  that  were  intended. 

*'I  have  mentioned  my  surprise  to  General  Schuyler,  and  would 
by  the  advice  of  the  general  officers,  have  directed  that  that  post 
should  be  maintained,  bad  it  not  been  for  two  causes  ;  an  apprehen- 
sion that  the  works  have  been  destroyed,  and  that,  if  the  army  should 
be  ordered  from  Ticonderoga  or  the  post  opposite  to  it  (where  I  pre- 
sume they  are),  to  repossess  it,  they  would  have  neither  one  place 
nor  another  secure  and  in  a  defensible  state  ;  the  other  lest  it  might 
increase  the  jealousy  and  diversity  of  opinions  which  seem  already 
too  prevalent  in  that  army,  and  establish  a  precedent  for  the  inferior 
officers  to  set  up  their  judgments  whenever  they  would  in  opposition 
to  tiiose  of  their  superiors,  a  matter  of  great  delicacy,  and  that  might 
lead  to  fatal  consequences  if  countenanced:  though,  in  the  present 
instance«  1  cotdd  have  wished  their  reasoning  had  prevailed." 


Digitized  by  Google 


M  MBMOOBS 

CHAP,  vindicated  their  judgment  to      commaTider  in  cbief;  re- 
^ '*     prelmded  in  strong  langaage,  the  general  officers  tv  wlioai 


QmmX  Wailiagtoii  ilMMiy  tadctrrM  tlnirooiiipliiito 
to  Cuiytii^  the  steady  t—ipswrte  toiwey  hiwrcr, 

the  commander  in  chief  prevented  serious  consequences* 
licscnp.       Cro^n  jK>iiit  is  an  elevated  plain,  interspersed  with 
Crown     trf^laritiesy  and  by  the  abrupt  contractian  ut  the  lake^ 
IMtat.     najr  k«  eonsidered  tto  head  land.  It  is  formed  bj  a  deq^ 
bay  Ml  the         JAMk  is  skiHsi  by  m  ragged  aH^p 
mountain  ;  by  the  body  of  the  lake  on  the  north  $  and  a 
prolongation  of  its  waters  on  the  cast,  wliicli  from  500 
rods  are  suddenly  contracted  to  116  at  Ciiimney  pointy 
•ppoaita  ta  the  rains  oC  Fort  Frederickt  from  whence  in 
their  oonne  te  Skeeasboniogh  (tiovr  WbMe  Ball)*  tb«y 
take  tlie  form  and  inflexions  of  a  riTer  considerably  ya« 
ried  in  its  width, 
l  akinp  of    This  Spot,  called  <<Poiiite  Cbevclurc"  by  the  French^ 
ro^a'lmd  occupied  it  as  a  military  poeitimi,  in  17«1,  was 

ctuwn  slightly  Ibrtifted  at  the  pass  into  the  broad  waters  of 
1759'h"  ^'1®  '  ^^^^^  harrier  post  being  Carillon,  a  quad* 
Gcncriti  fangular  work,  with  regular  bastions  of  ma.soury  built 
on  a  rock,  at  Ticondcroga,  fifteen  miles  south,  but  most 
tnjndicioQsly  placed.  On  tlie  approach  of  General  Am* 
bent,  in  1759,  Mens.  Bomiemarqne  the  French  com- 
mander, retired  from  Ttconderoga  m  ith  his  main  body, 
leaving  a  garrison  of  four  hundred  lutn,  to  defend 
the  fni  t,  and  intrenched  himself  on  iUc  opposite  sides  of 
the  strait  turiucd  by  Crown  point  and  Chimney  point. 
General  Amherst  opened  trenches  against  CarlUon  the 
85d  Julyt  and  the  place  was  abandoned  and  blown  np» 
after  a  feeble  defence,  on  tlie  26th.  Tiie  British  general 
advanrcd  to  Crown  point  the  4th  of  August,  fi*om  whem  e 
the  French  troops  had  previously  i^tii*ed,  and  his  chief 
engineer.  Colonel  £yre,  immediately  selected  the  site  and 
traced  the  tines  of  Fort  Fredeiiclc»  a  regular  pentagonal , 
Ibrtiiication,  with  three  redoubts,  calculated  for  a  garri* 
son  of  2000  men.  A  considerable  part  of  the  ditch  of 
this  work  was  blown  out  of  solid  lime-stone,  the  frag- 
ments of  whichf  broken  in  small  pieces^  form  part  of  the 


Amhent. 
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flariR  for  AfiAOuUi-eaBi  curtoto.  After  the  peaccoT  iT€^,  chap. 

gg«w|»  ap<  was  tii>  ifiyittop  lif  n  n^gjuiw  >y  tiia  n— ie 
of  BaM«l(  bat  M  wai  aaddanlallj  bamed  beftm  the 

American  revoliitinn.  The  pfisitifin  ul'  hart  Fi*cderick 
docs  not  appear  to  be  the  most  judicious  tbe  ground  ad- 
mitted ;  it  is  in  the  angle  Tormed  bj  the  bay  aa  tba  waalt 
aadtiMlalw  la  tba  aartbf  aadaraa  aelMlnd  iiMald  aaaa 
Ibr  tba  caatankacaef  water,  aai  Ifaa  jpaalaetida  af  tba 
harbour. 

While  General  Am  hen  t  was  en^apttl  in  the  erection  Deaib  oC 
af  Fort  Frederick,  General  Predeaux  was  slain  at  the 
aicge  of  NuigiAra  by  the  baiatiaf  a|  a  aheM  juat  as  U  ca^  J^iy  i% 
caped  tba  Booth  of  a  coborn.  SirWilliaai  Jobaionaao-^^^^' 
caeded  to  the  comniandt  and  after  reducing  the  place, 
(July  SSthy)  Liciiti  nant  Mojk  ri(T,  accutnpanied  by  Cap- 
tain Charlea  Lee,^  was  despatched  witli  tiic  inteliigem  e 
lo  tba  eaauaander  ia  chief  ai  Qfowa  poiat.  Lee'e  laoii^f  amo* 
fDvtunet  aducation  and  lalenta  gave  bim  ooaaideration  in  ^.''^^^ 
ibe  eyea  of  General  Aniberstf  who,  during  his  stay  there,  ciiaries 
condescended  Ui  invite  him  to  visit  tlie  wori^s  un  which 
the  troops  were  labouring,  and  even  to  ask  his  opinions 
of  them*  Captaia  Lee  commended  tlie  plao  and  axccn- 
lioa»  but»  baviag  eTamiofid  tba  circantfarent  groand  ftom 
tbe  ratn])art9  callad'  tba  GeaeraPs  atleation  to  a  knab  at 
hall  cannon  shot,  flic  summit  of  which  commanded  the 
crown  of  tilt'  i)ar;ip(  t,  and  observed,  that  lie  ** J'ciirtd  it 
might  furimh  an  uicmvenient  lodguunt  to  an  enemy  in  case 
!^awg$.*'  Tba  juatica  of  tb»raaiark  did  aat  render  it 
less  anpalatable,  &r  military  cbiefa  are  frequently  mora 
apt  than  any  other  men  in  power,  to  become  impatient 
under  fhe  criticisms  of  tlieir  suhordinatt  s  ;  and  I^ee  paid 
lor  hia  takata  and  «acairily«t  Ha  bad  eJ^Hicladittavo  U> 

*  Afterwards  a  ■njor-aeacral  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

f  Few  men  hare  been  more  celebrated  for  neat  bon  mo/«,  than  Ge-" 
lier»l  Charlea  Lee,  and  wc  b«ire  rarely  known  a  gentleman  who  dealt, 
more  freely  in  biting^  sarciMB.   The  following^  anec<1ote  is  of  the-  lat- 
ter cast,  and,  with  that  above  cited,  was  derived  trom  fienei  al  tiaies. 
During  his  visit  at  Crown  poiat*  Csptaia  Lee  dined  with  »  mew  of 
▼OL.  L  I 
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CHAP,  spend  the  winter  in  Ifee  city  of  New  York,  but  was 
II 

'  mniided  tn  Niagaray  and  to  rpi\rh  that  pQ«t«  be  was 
obliged  to  mako  the  circuit  of  PialMkkpbia  and  Plt^ 
l^i^t'Uid  Ifom  tbe  Iwit  fAw^  to  Imvem  a  wildernew 
of  eiji;Iity  lea^epiios,  by  Le  Bauf  and  Preaq'  Islo ;  yet  tkm 
«  Gi'iieral  profited  by  Captain  Lee's  obaervations,  and  oc- 
cupied the  offenKis  l-  knub  with  astfoii;;  redoubt,  the  stone 
rcverenioni  ut  wiucb  continue-s  in  prutty  good  condiliuu. 

NeveitMf««»  at  tba  period  of  our  rotroal  from  Caaa- 
dm  tbe  country  to  tho  woBtward  beiiig  periectly  wild  and 
vneultivatedy  and  to  tbe  eastward  but  newly  and  thinly 
setUid,  SVC  were  obliged  to  draw  our  munitions  of  war  of 
every  species,  fi*om  Albany  and  the  Aew  England  stales ; 
kU  tbeuf  we  bad  in  our  diseaaed*  enfeebled^  and  diatract- 
ed  atatot  attempted  to  hold  paaaeemon  of  Grown  pointt 
we  most  on  tlie  approach  of  Sir  Guy  Carleton»  hare  re- 
tired or  been  captured^  because  by  Ins  itords  of  In- 
dians he  could  iiave  cut  off  our  communication  with 
tbe  iiitfii'inry  or  turned  our  rights  and  taken  post  in  our 
reart  aa  neither  our  smahfra  nor  discipline  warranled 
oar  meetinj^  blai  in  the  field  $  but  at  the  present  dajt 
should  a  natiuiiid  depot  bo  deemed  necessary  on  the 
V  at*  I  S  oi  Lake  Chaiuplainy  (with  a  strong  harrier  (K)st 
at  iiousc's  point)  Crown  point  presents  as  suitable  a  aile 
as  any  to  ho  found,  with  the  adyantage  of  half  finished 
works,  which  would  save  at  least  aa  hundred  thousand 

dollars  expense. 

IiniiK  (liately  after  the  council.  General  Gates  took  con|- 
maml  ut  theai^my^^and  returned  to  Ticonderoga,  leaving 

bis  hrelhren  of  the  sworJ,  nnd  among  them  an  officer,  who  had  re- 
ceived a  i^hot  the  preceding;  campalp;»i  on  the  plains  of  Abraham,  di- 
rcctlvin  the  foreluad,  v  liiclj.from  tlic  circumstance  of  the  ball  being 
fluuctied  and  spent  by  some  previous  collision  and  the  particubr  po- 
8»iion  of  die  head  at  ihc  time,  passed  over  the  skull  under  the  scalp, 
and  was  cut  out  at  llie  occiput.  'I'o  venly  a  fact  so  extraordinary,  the 
ball  was  produced.  In  the  course  of  tlie  conversation  which  arose  out 
of  this  incident,  some  one  observed,  that  the  oftic  L  r  v.  Iio  had  been 
[wounded,  ought  to  transmit  the  ball  to  the  Royal  Society,  as  a  subject 
of  natural  curiosity;  on  uhicb  Lee  drily  observed,  *' The  skull  must 
a  fiubjuct  of  more  curious  inquiry,  aiui  sliouid  Mwomptoy  Uie  hfjj  ** 
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00iif  ril  AraoM  al  Crown  point  In  bring  op  ike  mar,  wMdi  chap* 
Iras  MCompiWiad  leltoiYly  wni  by  iMitliiiient8»  wHhoat  ^^^J^^^ 
laterruptfon.   Penditig^  Ikeie  moveineiifay  I  prnjertrd  a  j^^^ 
little  cntcrprizo  that  liad  for  iis  (ibje<  t  the  captiuv  ol  any  Project  of 
recoiinortring  party  of  tlie  euemy,  wliirli  might  be  scut  ^{||^^ 
In  quest  of  us ;  it  was  mj  plan  to  descrnd  tiie  ialM  nadar  ma* 
carer  of  the  ntj^il»  with  a  coaple  of  light  battaaax  aiii 
Mtymcn,  to  conc<*a!  aiyself  darinj^  the  day  in  rrarka  ani 
fnlHs,  and  l;;!!  upoti  the  rear  of  any  scout  which  mi^ht 
fuiiow  the  army.    The  boats  were  equipped  urider  iny 
particular  attentioD^  and  the  detachment  selected ;  buty 
as  the  eastern  troops  to  which  i  belonged  had  woredf  the 
party  was  drawn  Ihim  the  PennRjivania  line»  In  conse- 
quenceof  which  the  officers  objcrte<l  to  my  comroafid,  and 
al(lj(Mi2;h  supported  by  Arnnlil*  I  viridcd  my  prrtoiisions, 
on  the  ,q;roun(l  of  equity,  to  a  Captain  V\  ilsuu  of  Carlisle,  captain 
who  since  lost  his  Hk  in  an  electioneering  Aracaa  at  tML  J^^j^"*"" 
borough*  This  officer*  hnpatient  of  success^  adventiiied  •laeutin^ 
too  far,  and  was  intercepted  in  the  river  Sorel,  near  the  *** 
Isle  aux  Noix,  by  Cn])fai!!  James  II.  Ci         of  the47t1i 
British  infantry,  wh(»  had  just  embarked  on  a  similar  en* 
terprize*  with  a  superior  A>rce,  composed  of  a  detach- 
ment of  troops  and  Indlamu  This  incident  Aimisiies  oh* 
Instance  among  roany»  wherein  my  disappointmenta  have 
evcntnated  fortnnakl}  ,  and  justified  the  adage  that  <«  man 
may  propose,  but  God  will  dispose;^*  a  re tiection  which  has 
proved  a  never  failin]^  source  of  coasotetioa^  uader  tht 
aorrat  afflictions  of  n^y  life* 

In  this  place  the  reader  nMy  not  be  dissatisfied  with  a 
particular  narrative  of  an  adventure,  which  terminated 
very  difli  rcntly  from  that  undertaken  by  Captain  Wil- 
son. The  material  (act  has  been  recorded  in  htator^y 
and  i  aitali  now  give  the  details^  from  By  own  Imw- 
ledge  and  the  information  of  the  partisan. 

Lieutenant  Whltcomb,  of  Warner's  regiment,  an  nnlet-  Lieut*.* 
tei*€d  child  of  the  woods  from  the  frontier  uf  the  liauip*  J^j^^^^^j! 

Shiee  a  lieateitt]il.genertl  in  the  British  army  lad  fotnaaf  M 
etpttin-fentrtl  of  the  Ctaata*  • 
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CHAP.  »lure  grants,  witli  all  the  little  strat  a^^em*?  of  an  Indian,  and 
a  dauntless  lieart,  had  been  selected  for  tlie  service^  and 
lei-prise,  wni  into  Canada  befiMChmflffal  Oataf'a  arrival,  la  1^  . 
rli^G^*  pritoaer»  fer  the  purpoaa  af  iatelligenRa.  Being  well  ac- 
don's  quainted  with  his  business,  lie  (  hose  one  miin  only  for 
the  companion  of  his  enter])rizp,*  \slio  he  itifoi'med  ine, 
ei tiler  deserted  faim  or  got  lost  before  he  reached  the  uU 
tioMta  fiolat  af  Ids  oiaicli.  Praccadiag  dawn  the  iml 
aidi  af  Laka  Chmmfkkh  WUteanib  tamad  8t  Jolin*i  on 
hf9  right*  and  approaching  Chambl^  late  in  the  nighty 
unintentionally  crept  within  the  chaiit  ot  sentinels  of  a 
newly  formed  encamproenf*  He  was  Uaikd,  and  found 
bioMlf  aurronadad  befora  be  diacavered  bla  aitaation* 
Tbe  ground  bad  not  bean  elcarad»  and  tba  anrface  waa 
tbiefcly  covered  wHb  Ibe  apnnifa  of  the  aerabby  oab»  er 
blackjack,  little  more  than  knee  high.  Encircled  and 
closely  pressed  by  tbe  soldiery  in  quest  of  him,  who  In 
tba  dark  weraacattaied  in  every  direction,  bla  immadlala 
«aGapa  becaM  laipraclicablai  in  tbia  axtremllT'  be  aad* 
denly  proatratai  bbaaeiraaKNig  the  baahaa,  and  ^natfnct- 
ly  heard  the  observations  and  inquiries  of  his  pui  suri*s 
respecting  him ;  tumiitg  on  his  back,  wiUi  bis  knife  be 
cut  detached  tariga  which  he  foand  witbin  bis  reach,  and 
aticking  them  carelessly  in  tba  ground  aroaad  him,  be- 
fare  day  bis  person  was  cancaakd,  and  in  tbia  posllion 
be  continued  motionless  until  the  following  night,  when 
he  made  his  es(  ape,  by  cra\siing  on  the  earth.  He  in- 
formed me,  that  in  the  course  of  the  day,  tbe  soldiery 
fraquantly  passed  and  repaased  witbin  six  feet  of  bim, 
and  an  oficar  very  nearly  rods  over  him;  but  the  gt  cat> 
est  (lanecer  of  his  being  discovered  arose  from  clearing  off 
the  p;t  ()iMid,  v%  lii(  ii  was  pushed  within  twenty  feet  of  him 
the  next  day,  when  the  retreat  railed  off  tba  fbtigiie. 

Having  regained  tbe  foreat,  Whitcomb  concealed  him- 
aelf  a  few  days,  until  the  alarm  lie  bad  occasioned  sub- 

•  Numbers  belruy  inux  ments,  p.irticuUrly  in  iovi-s{«.,  where  thr 
pressure  of  ilie  grafes  aiul  ihc  rumpling  of  the  leave  s,  will  enable  ka. 
experienced  Wand  lo  ir«ck  eUhcr  man  or  beagi  wilh^ciliJy. 
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mA  ke  Iben  makmoMi       roid  Ifiwliiig  tnm  chaf. 
ChtmMm  te  At»  J^n,  «t  a  pQM  Om  wlmoe  lito  eye 
cmimmM  «i  ectaMlve  vltw  up  aiii  #»im.  Here  be 

exp<  ( d  to  intercept  acinie  unsuspicious  pasfietij^r. 

l  lie  hard  fortune  of  firigiuiler-griieriU  Gordon  of  tl«e 
BHUeh  amy*  led  liin  the  mmm  nisnihig  to  take  a  soli- 
tary  Mtp  nd  Ueappmeii  «mdiM»«er«i  ky  WMtom^ 
•ocm  after  he  bai  taken  Mi  lAani^  The  Qrfierri  waa  fit 
lull  uiiifortiiy  liis  epaulets  rich*  he  might  have  a  giild  watch 
and  money  nbout  Itim,  and  he  appeared  to  be  a  .e;rcat 
chief.  The  tiaiie  for  our  partisan's  retera  was  al  kamif 
and  it  waa  uaoertaia  whether  he  ceaM  Mkt  a  yrleoner^ 
and  IT  he  did,  iting  alone,  it  woaid  be  dMteak  tocnndaet 
him  in.  This  reasoning  was  too  powerful  for  Whitcomb's 
sense  of  murals  and  Inimanity;  he  determined  to  disobey 
bis  orders,  and  markeil  iiis  victim.  The  road  brought 
Goffdea  within  thirty  ftet  ef  WhileeiBh%  amhaeeade  ^  he 
preamtody  teak  afaB»  oorerad  hia  lAji&cif  and  kept  hfa 
sight  on  him  until  he  got  a  side  view  of  his  back ;  he  the» 
^i*ed,  and  the  ball  took  effect  under  the  rij^ht  shoulder 
bladct  but  the  woundy  though  mortalf  did  not  produce  sud- 
den deaths  and  the  General  heraa  carried  hlai  lata  0t 
Joha^s,  when  be  eoen  after  esplred«~nas  the  atmssia 
missed  his  spud  m 

That  Whitromb  believed  he  was  performing  a  merito- 
rious ar  t,  is  cieai'Iy  evinced  by  bis  reporting  it  with  ezol- 
tatiaa  j  for  at  would  otherwise  hare  been  Impossible  ever 
to  hare  coarictcd  him  of  It  In  speaking  of  the  adren- 
tnre,  be  gave  me  the  precefling  details,  and  added  that 
he  **lost  his  object  by  shootijr^  Gnrdim  a  littU  (on  hiirh^ 
owing  to  the  accidental  intcrveHtion  of'  a  ^fluttering  Uaf^  iu 
the  mtonl  As  trigger/* 

This  abominable  oatrage  on  the  costnms  of  war  and 
the  laws  of  humanity,  jirodured  a  son«>ation  of  sfrong 
disgust  in  the  army,  and  men  of  srnbibility  and  honour 
did  not  conceal  their  abhorrence  of  its  perpetrator.  Yet 
it  was  impossible^  In  the  temper  of  the  times,  to  bring 
him  to  punishment,  without  disaflTocting  the  figliting  men 
on  that  whole  frontier* 
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CftKV,      But  if  he  cdulii  not  be  puiiislit d  rop^istcntly  with  sound 
"      iMilicy,  yet  his  promotion  to  a  majority  the  ensuin.^  win- 


UTf  not  onlif  nuc timed  IN  mnrder  but  rewarded  tkm 
murderer^— Aic4  arc  dnadfid  demortilhamg  effhds  cf 
wmr^  Ml  imre  pmtiaUmhj  of  a  cMI  worfff 

Arrest  of      Soon  after  the  arrtval  of  the  troops  at  I'ii  omicrojrn,  a 
Saswif Vy  private  animosity  which  had  l«»ng  siiUsisted  between  Gc- 
Gi  lu  ini    ami  Artmli  ami  Col»n«l  iJazen*  burst  into  a  flame  and 
Aruaia,    jupii^ced  the  amBt  of  tiia  GolonH*  oa  a  diarge  wliicli 
favottml  more  of  personal  rreHitmefity  Hran  a  aenee  of. 
public  duly.    A  general  court  martial  was  ortlercd  for 
Iiis  trial*  of  which  Coltmel  Knoch  Poor  was  prcsidenty 
and  in  Ibe  conine  of  the  inquiry,  a  controversy  arose  be- 
tween the  court  and  General  Arnold*  who  appeared  aa 
proarcutorv  wbieli  prodnead  tbe  fblkiwing  eomnmni* 
cations 

Qtntrol  jStmM  (a  the  Gtneral  Court  MartiaL 
General    '    Ab  the  oMirt'  bavo  relVMed  aceeptrnjs;  my  prindpiff 

Arnold's    evidence,  Maiui-  Sctitt,*  after  haviiiir  dniaiTd  to  tlicni  oti 
controver-  '       j  ' 

sywiih  honour,  that  he  had  punctually  obeyed  my  ordei*s,  re- 
nA^nn  the  goods  he  bad  in  charge  fi-oro  Montreal  to 

■airtu.    Chambi^ey  and  of  coarae  is  not  at  all  hitemtod  in  tbe 
crent  of  Colonel  Hazen*8  trial»  I  do  solemnly  protest 

against  their  proceedings  and  refusal  <is  unprecedented^ 
and  1  tiiink  unjui>t* 

B.  ARNOLD,  Brig.  Gmu 

M  TiamderogOf  Mg.  2dp  1776/' 
Whereupon  tbe  court  determined,  that  «« this  protest 

appears  to  them  illei^al,  illiberal,  and  ungentleman-like : 
loi'  tliesr  reasons  they  have  uiyccted  to  its  cntiy,  an<l  re- 
fuse ihc  same.''  I'jie  court  moreover  direct  the  prtsi^ 
dent  to  demand  satisfaction  of  tbe  tieneral,  wbich  wa9 
done  in  tbe  fdlowtng  terms : 

*  The  C«pUin  Scott  who  had  charge  of  the  plundered  goods,  being 
reduced,  1  have  onderatood,  he  aAerwatda  joined  the  enemy  in  New 
York. 
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3b  Brigadier-general  Arnold,  *  ^ 

•*  Ticandinga,  ^Aug*  ^  1776» 

«  Ab  jou  evidently  calM  in  quealion  not  tmlf 
^  hMMwr,  ImH  the  jiMtioe  likeviae  of  this  cearl,  by  tbe 

illiberal  protest  yon  baveoxMbited*  (tioco«rl  have  direct- 
ed nic,  and  as  president  ot  xUih  court  I  esteero  itmy  duty^ 
to  iitturitt  yoy  that  you  have  drawn  u|Km  yoarseU'  time 
jMal  indigeetiiHit  and  that  nethinf  h«t  an  ejien  acknow* 
Mgmnit  of  your  emm  vill  ha  raeaived  as  aatiitetocy, 
MBy  iNPi»  of  thiF  conrly 

••i:-.\OCJl  POOR,  €ol.^  Fru'L^ 

Ta  nhkh  Oeaaml  Arnold  oMda  the  SiilMiag  nply  t 

Gentlemen, 

*«  The  very  cxtraonlinary  vote  oi"  tlie  court  and  direc- 
tlona  given  to  the  pireald^tt  and  hia  atiU  more  extraor- 
dinavy  demand*  aie  in  my  niiaimi  mqgenteci  and  inde- 
cent leilectiona  cm  a  superior  ofleevy  whieh  the  mIim 

and  words  of  my  protest  will  by  no  means  justify;  nor 
was  it  dcsigiit'd  aH  tiiey  have  construed  it.  I  am  not  very 
convarsaot  with  courts  martial^  but  this  I  wiil  ventoiota 
aay»  th^  are  compeaed  of  men  not  infallible;  even  yon 
my  have  erred. — Coogrese  will  judge  bctveen  na$  ta 
whom  I  will  desire  the  general  to  tranmit  the  proceed* 
ings  of  this  court.  This  I  can  assure  you,  I  shall  evei*, 
in  public  or  in  private,  be  ready  to  support  tbe  charajQter 
eif  a  man  of  bonoar;  and  as  yoar  Tety  nice  and  dtlioolU 
honour  in  your  apprsheaebn  isf  ii^nredf  yon  may  depend 
ns  soon  aa  this  dba^reeahle  service  ia  at  an  end  (which 
God  qi  ant  may  soon  be  the  case),  I  will  hy  no  means  with- 
hold from  any  gentleman  of  the  court,  tbe  satisfaction 
bis  nice  honouir  may  reqnire^Tonr  demand  1  ahall  not 
comply  with. 

^  B.  ARNOLD. 

To  tiLe  Court  JlarUaU^ 
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ciup.  On  the  receipt  of  this  letter^  the  court  addressed  M»» 
JJl^  jor-gencral  Gates: 

Tiamdmga^  Mg.  1776. 

«  Sir» 

«*  We  do  not  make  any  doubt  of  jour  fiavifijj  heard 
that  tills  court  has  taken  umbraget  at  some  part  of  Gi^ 
aeral  Aniald's  bebavlour  in  the  coane  of  his  pmeciitioii 
of  Colonel  Hasen*  We  are  aeaaible  men  of  rank  ebooU 
be  treated  with  delicacy ;  we  are  also  sensible,  that  it  ie 
our  duty  to  maintain  the  dij^nity  and  authority  of  the 
court  martial ;  and  that  au  atteia|it  to  koseo  the  one  or 
render  the  otlMr  oonteni|itUiie  ia  inrojiortiooally  a  finatui 
oflfence*  as  tiie  penioa  ie  In  a  etntkm  more  elevaledt  wmi 
tint  passing  over  aoch  attempts  roust  have  the  worst  if- 
fects  on  the  discipline  of  the  army. 

We  know  we  have  power  to  compel  parties  before  us 
to  decent  behaviour^  and  to  pnnish  insults  oflfered  to  .ns» 
^Tis  a  power  incident  to  co«rts»  and  witbont  wbieb  thiy 
would  be  ridiculoMS  and  nugatory,  ms  a  power  we  wiA 
not  to  exercise  in  tlie  case  of  General  Arnold  especially. 
A  i)f)\vcr  however  we  must  use  in  his  case,  unless  he 
/gives  til  is  court  the  satisfaction  they  have  demanded. 
/Justice  to  the  army  and  to  onr  eomiti79  require  it  of  ns. 
The  case  is  shortly  tbis  A  witness  was  offered  to  tho 
court  to  support  the  charge  brought  by  General  Arnold 
a^iiinst  Coloni-l  Ilazrn,  to  whom  exception  wiLs  taken, 
that  iie  was  interested  in  the  event  of  the  trial,  and  there* 
fore  not  admissible*  TJie  court,  after  hearing  the  alio* 
gationa  of  both  parCleg,  adjudged  that  be  was  interested* 
and  rejected  bim.  Other  witnesses  were  called,  and  tlie 
tj  iai  vient  on.  After  some  time.  General  Arnold  as^ain 
preHjard  for  the  admission  of  the  above  witness,  at  the 
same  time  observing  to  the  court,  that  he  would  enter  a 
protest  on  their  minutes  unless  bis  request  should  be 
granted he  was  refused.  He  then  offered  bis  protest 
against  our  proceedin.i^,  ctiuched  we  tiiink  in  indecent 
terms,  and  dirccily  iiuptaching  the  justice  of  the  court. 
If  he  thought  by  his  protest  to  stop  the  proceedings^  lia 


Digitized  by  GcQgle 


GENERAL  WILKINSON. 


73 


•certainly  lias  not  considcreil  how  far  that  practice  would  CHAP*» 
lead.   If  either  party  has  a  right  to  stop  the  proceedings 
by  protest,  botli  parties  must  have  the  same  right,  and 

'then  there  needs  notliing  more  to  screen  every  offender 
from  punishment;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  it  would  ex- 

*po8e  a  person,  who  might  have  the  misfortune  to  be  ob- 
noxious to  his  superior  officer,  to  perpetual  persecution; 
—however  conscious  of  his  innocence,  in  vain  Avould  he 
expect  redress  from  a  general  court  martial ;  for  in  tlie 
moment  of  a  well  founded  expectation  of  an  honourable 
acquittal,  a  protest  appears  and  blasts  it  all,  and  sends 
him  back  to  his  room  a  melancholy  prisoner.  But  on  the 
contrary,  if  his  design  was  no  more,  than  by  an  entry  of 
his  protest  on  our  minutes,  to  operate  against  the  justice 
and  equity  of  our  proceedings,  we  must  and  do  consider 
ourselves  as  an  improper  conveyance  to  our  superiors  of 
that  protest,  which  was  so  replete  with  crimination  and 
abuse.  We  could  add,  tiiat  the  illiberal  sentiments  of  the 
protest  was  not  the  only  injury  offered  us :  the  whole  of 
the  General's  conduct  during  tlie  trial,  was  marked  with 
contem])t  and  disrespect  towards  the  court;  and  by  his 

fcxtraordinary  answer,  he  has  added  injury  to  insult. 
We  have  mentioned  thevSe  things,  that  you  might  know 

.ivhat  were  our  motives  in  this  matter;  and  our  principal 
design  is  this,  that  througli  you  General  Arnold  may 
know  the  light  in  which  we  have  seen  this  matter,  which 

•  ve  flatter  ourselves  you  will  readily  see  the  propriety  of, 
and  from  the  regard  you  have  for  the  honour,  the  disci- 
pline, and  subordination  of  the  army,  you  will  not  by  a 
suddi'U  dissolution,  put  it  out  of  our  power  to  obtain  that 
satisfaction  we  are  entitled  to.  '  .  -  ^ 
«•  By  order  of  the  court. 

ite  .  «  ENOCH  rOOR,  Col.  ^  Pres't. 

To  Mijor-general  Gates, 

ConuTg  the  JS'ortficrn  Jnny,^* 

On  the  receipt  of  this  Tetter,  General  Gates,  who  ba- 
lanced between  the  policy  of  justifying  the  court  or  pro- 
tecting General  Arnold^  determined  in  favour  of  the  lat-  . 
VOL.  I.  •  K 
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ter  $  tlie  c6iirt  was  innnediately  diaMlmlj  wni  AnoM  ihm 
foUowing  day  waa  spipoiaM  to  oooibnimI  IIm  aqaadron 

proposed  for  ihc  tlefencc  ot  the  lake. 

Tiie  occurrences  on  tliis  trial,  trom  its  origin  to  its 
closet  present  a  very  melancholy  series  ejuunplest  to 
show  bow  feeMe  are  flie  barriera  of  Imtf  agmiaai  the  ia» 
llacnee  or  the  partiallttea  of  la^n  pooocgsing  powarao^er 
whicli  (fu  rc  18  lui  controiil.  The  example  of  those  trans- 
actions and  ui  some  others,  appear  to  have  had  a  most 
unliappy  influence  on  the  military  jorisprudcnce  of  tlie 
United  States.  In  this  work  there  will  ha  foimd  more 
than  one  ease  of  a  sfn^laf  charactar,  tn  which  the  privalo 
passions  and  particular  influence  of  men  inti  ustt<l  witli 
honourahlc  command,  have  pit'vailcd  vvitli  wronj^on  their 
side  over  every  principle  of  constitution^  justice,  ami  dis- 
reganl  of  honour.  The  annexed  iotter  will  exhibit  a  ape** 
cimen  of  the  mode  in  which  uaurpatloii  secretly  cofldeclB 
its  operations,  and  blinks  at  the  public  credulity,  v^hich 
presumes  that  all  tilings  are  fair  and  above  board* 

Extract  of  a  letter  Ji  otii  ^Mdjorrgcneral  Gates  to  his  Excel' 
Umcif  John  Hancock^  €iq»  President  of  Uie  QeaenU  Coih 

"By  this  conveyance  your  excellency  will  receive  a 
large  packet  containing  the  proceedings  of  a  generai  court 
martial,  held  by  my  order  upon  Colonel  HazeOf  upon  a 
complaint  exhibited  by  Brigadier-general  Arnold.  The 
warmth  of  General  Arnold's  temper  might  possibly  lead 
Lim  a  litte  further  than  is  maiked  by  the  received  line  of 
decorum  to  be  observed  before  and  towards  a  court  mar- 
tial. Seeing  and  knowing  all  circumatancea,  I  am  con- 
vinced if  there  was  a  fault  on  one  aide*  there  was  too 
much  acrimony  on  the  other.  Here  again  1  was  obliged 
to  act  DICTATOR  1  ALLY,  and  dissolve  the  court  martial  the 
instant  they  demanded  General  Arnold  to  be  put  in  arrest. 
The  United  States  mast  not  be  deprived  of  that  excellent 
officer's  services  at  this  Important  moment  I  wish  your 
excellency  uuuld  represent  this  aflair  in  Ulc  most  favuur' 
abU  light  to  Congress*  Upon  such  occasioHS,  tiicre  is  a  way 
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^witlHWit  puMkif  rff^twfliiy Ifcotc  com^  ohaf* 
lly  whMi  a  gemnU  officer  of  acknow*  . 

lodged  mf^f  it  is  a  party  concerned/' 

Such  was  tiie  popularity  Aruokl  bad  acquircil  by  bisabor- 
tive  ellt^arprt8«  across  tbe  m'MBrmem,  iron  Keaiiebeck  to 
Mwfifeijmiwpcifcc^  ftruHfuloiiljuiUiesaAringsaiidaacrilioo 
dfaiMiy  brave  men  such  (he  eflbct  of  popular  influerR  c 
on  military  power^  that  in  this  instance,  the  prijK  s  ot 
justice  were  aobverted,  and  liie  best  interests  oi  the  arngr 
aaerificed:  smI^  ta  oar  system  of  military  jurisprudefice« 
Wider  tbe  mmnageniciii  of  arbitrary  ebiefs  and  despotic 
minteterSf-afiU  omitiviicB  to  be  little  more  than  a  morfc* 
cry,  the  respect  and  tlie  regard  \vhi(  h  I  bear  the  profi's. 
sion  of  niy  early  choice,  degraded  as  it  has  heen  by  Pre- 
sident Madison^  from  tbe  lody  groond  of  cbaracteristic 
friMikiieali  fend  ponetllioiis  bonour,  to  tbe  base  level  of  bis 
oM  flsm^  intrigiies  and  hldeoos  hypocrisy,  will  induce 
iir>  Ibr  tbe  infoniNition  of  tbe  bonoorable  and  ingenuous 
who  still  wear  the  swurd,  lo  liazard  a  brief  analysis  <ir 
the  relative  powers  of  general  cuurts  martial  and  tlic  con- 
stituent authority. 

A  genend  court  martial^  a  Irtbiinal  of  the  highest  mi-  Exposi. 
litary  jarlsdiction,  ought  always  to  be  attended  hy  order-  rX\nfj^^ 
ly  officers  and  a  guards  proportioned  to  its  rank  and  the  power  of 
solemnity  oi  tlic  inquiry,  for  the  preservation  of  order  SaurLa' 
and  the  fluunteoance  of  decorum,  tbe  escort  of  prisoners,  ^^^^^J^^ 
mi  tbe  service  of  precepts.  These  officers  and  guards  cmisIu^ 
ms  to  a  coort  auulial  what  tbe  sheriff  and  his  subordi- 
states  are  to  a  court  of  civil  jurisdiction,  and  the  former 
rourt  possesses  tlic  same  ]K)\vcr  over  niiliiary  peis<»n!», 
whether  prisoners,  prosecutors^  or  witnesses^  and  over  all 
bystaaders*  cavil  or  military*  who  misconduct  tlienselves 
in  its  presence^  as  tbe  latter  has  over  all  persons  con* 
dactiag  themselves  imjirojierly,  under  similar  circum- 
stances.  >Vliilst  in  session,  the  powers  of  general  courts 
iiiaHial,  witiiin  the  limits  of  tlicir  jurisdiction,  are  su- 
preme aad  absolatey  and  tbey  may  arrest  and  place  un- 
der guard  any  person  whatevert  who  shall  presume  to 
come  before  them  and  behave  irreverently. 
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CHAP.  This  rightf  wliicb  »  of  great  antiquity*  is  deduced  from 
^  natural  reason-^is  founded  in  tlie  necessity  of  the  ca8e# 
^'^^^^'^  and  is  indispeiisuble  to  tlic  end  of  justice ;  witliout  thia 
self  protection,  a  court  would  be  liabk'  not  only  to  insult, 
menace  and  obstruction  in  its  pioccediii^'H,  but  to  be 
biassed  in  its  delibcratioos  and  deterred  iroin  Uie  exer- 
cise of  its  judgment.  It  appertains^  at  the  same  tiiney  to 
the  appointing  power*  to  dissolve  general  courts  martial 
In  any  stage  of  their  proceedings,  which  is  essential  to 
the  entire  respouisibility  of  a  chiefs  but  the  exercise  of 
tills  itutliority  ^*  pendente  lite,'*  is  a  measure  of  extreme 
delicacy^  and  should  never  be  resorted  to,  except  in  cir- 
cumstances of  imperious  and  justiflable  necessity,  sucli 
as  the  pressure  of  an  enemy,  sudden  movementsy  batdesy 
and  a  dispersion  of  the  corps;  or  it  may  become  neces- 
sary for  the  repression  of  factious,  licentionsy  and  sedl- 
tioos  proceedings,  to  wbfoh  prejudiced  and  corrupt  tri- 
bunals are  liable:- — a  dij^gracrfdl  instance  of  this  kind 
occurred  under  the  orders  ni^  Bi  i'^adier-gcneral  Hump- 
ton,  at  the  Washington  cantonaicnt,  in  the  Mississippi 
territory,  in  the  case  of  Captain  Winiield  Scott,  whidi 
inflicted  a  deep  wound  on  the  fundamental  principles  of 
subordination  and  discipline. 

But  in  our  goTemment,  where  the  rule  of  conduct  is 
prescribed  by  Ihc  laws,  and  not  by  arbitrary  will  of 
an  individual,  no  officer,  be  his  rank  what  it  may,  pos- 
sesses the  riglit  to  deny  an  arrest ;  and  the  act  would  in 
itself  be  a  dangerous  usurpation:  in  such  a  case,  the  de- 
nial of  justice  might  amount  to  the  commission  of  injns* 
tice,  and  the  assumption  of  power  would  annul  the  law* 
martial,  and  malce  the  breast  of  tlie  commander  the  sole 
depository  of  military  juHticcj  it  would  sanction  abuses 
of  every  kind,  and  subvert  the  fomtdations  of  subordina- 
tion and  discipline.  Extraordinary  events,  which  re- 
quire evei^  head  and  every  hand  for  the  defence  of  the 

"  The  77ih  article  of  war  declaief,  "  whenever  an  oRtcer  shall  ha 
charged  with  a  crime,  he  shall  be  arrested  and  confined  m  hit  bar* 
racks,  quarters,  or  Uatj  and  deprived  of  bis  svord  by  his  command- 
iog  officer.*' 
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0Mb,  will  warrant  the  suspension  of  an  arrest;  but  no  chap. 

Cirauntaaoe  can  occur  to  justify  a  rofuaal*  Yot  it  will 

Im  leeii  in  the  tlM  Tolone  of  this  work,  by  the  teetimo-  .^^22!!^ 

•  1  yranny 

vf  of  that  right  worthy  many  Major  NI00II9  fbrmerfy  ad-  and  inliit- 

jotant  ami  inspector  general,  that  President  Madison,  p^,^p„i 
who  lias  always  been  so  ready  to  han^  me  np,  on  lite  dc-  Madisou  - 
vices  of  his  own  heart  or  the  fictions  of  others,  did  au-  ^^^^^^ 
tlMHrise  the  snpprieeion  of  an  arrest  prepared  for  Briga^ 
lUerugonenl  Hnwpton  ^  he  treated  the  offender  with  conr- 
teay,  indulged  Ida  caprioeBf  and  finally  anlftied  him  to 
vmign  hia  oonNnMon  and  eecape  the  justice  of  hie  conn- 
try  ;  although  his  secictary  of  war,  Gcnci  al  Arnisti'ong, 
stood  pledged  to  me,  as  will  also  be  seen  in  these  sheets^ 
that  Hamploa  should  he  hi^ught  to  an  inquiry  for  his 
eonduotin  command ;  after  which^our  Tiiluous  President 
nsade  no  hesitation  to  arrest  and  rob  me  o^  command  Jbr  * 
a  fmr,  on  tile  seerei  itedcrs  of  a  hamd  ef  infiirmm,  who 
sought  mtf  destrueUon  fir  their  own  enudnaieaf^  nad  tone 

not  d(irc<l  to  slicxv  Umr  Juces* 

Our  military  code  is  extremely  dofcrtive.    An  attempt  Rcomk 
was  made  to  revise  it  Id  1806^  when  it  was  made  woi-se;  ^uof^' 
and  at  best  it  is  hot  a  aenriie  oopjr  of  Uie  British  articles  o^r  n^\\\- 
of  war.  On  a  cnraoiy  view  It  atrfkea  me,  that  the  pro-  ^"^y^^^- 
cedore  of  British  naval  ooorla  martial  Is  aaited  to  the 
principles  and  spirit  of  our  government,  and»  suitably 
tnodiUcd,  would  be  well  adapted  to  our  service.  British 
naval  courts  martial  not  only  arraign  and  try  the  [iri- 
aoner,  hut  they  pam  final  judgment,  without  rderencc  to 
mqr  power  whnteTer^  and  it  appean  unreaaonahle^  that 
the  jadgment  oC  thirteen  hononrable  men,  actti^  under 
an  oatby  shoald  be  set  aside  by  an  individual  at  bis  dis- 
cretion, who  is  a  strangtr  to  the  sensibilities  of  a  sailor 
or  soldier,  is  controuled  by  no  sensible  obligation,  and 
never  read  a  word  of  law.   This  syatem  would  also  pi-o- 
tect  the  aervwe  against  the  ignorance  and  hmtaHiy  of 
arintrary,  upstart.  Immoral  commanderSf  of  whom  I  can- 
not convey  my  idea  in  a  more  concise  manner,  than  by  a 
reference  to  my  general  order  ul  15ih  Oereinber,  1815, 
and  the  cruel  ti*eatment  of  Captain  Joseph  1  reatj  of  the 
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♦ 

CflAP.  laic  21  &l  regiment  United  States  infantryy  as  set  fortii  m 
j^'      a  pamphlet  published  by  him  in  Philadelphia,  1815,  ia 
which  lie  invokes  the  justice  qC       oqU  hearteil  Presi- 

The  she  I  viO  MW  iwMM  «7  Mimtlv^  Villi  ft  short  do^ 
across  d«.  scriptioM  of  TteondaMgaf  wMch  is  slttnto  aboot  Mam 
•cHbtd.  miles  south  of  Cmwn  points  and  about  thirty  norlh  of 
Skeensboroughf  wliere  \>  ood  creek  falls  into  Lake 
ChampUun.  It  ia  formed  by  a  sharp  angle  in  the  nar- 
worn  wfttcm  of  the  lake  and  an  arm  of  that  lake  strctch- 
i«f  In  the  wettmrdy  vliicll  roooives  tke  walm  of  Lako 
QfioffgBf  aft  tkB  Ibot  of  a  p»aci]iilo«a  fkll  af  abaat  jhraa^ 
§M/L  The  atamai  wkick  cottMCIa  thcae  lakes  makes  a 
considernblc  curvature  to  the  west,  and  in  tiie  distance 
af  two  miles  tumbles  over  successive  strata  of  rocks  about 
three  bundled  feet»  tlie  difference  of  the  level  between  the 
surface  of  Lake  George  and  that  of  Lake  Charoplain» 
fiuvishi^g  a  varietj  of  excelleot  mill  sltes^  accessible  to 
tlie  navigable  waters  of  Lake  GeoifB«  fortjr  niUes»  aad  to 
tknae  of  Champtain  aad  the  fiver  8oittb  s^st  oae  kin- 
dred and  tliirt>  miles. 

This  position  was  fortirK'd  by  the  French  lonc^  before 
the  war  ot  1755.  The  work  which  haa  been  described^ 
WIS  commanded  on  tliree  sides  |  but  ia  rendered  famous 
Ju\y  8,  1^  the  repalae  of  General  Aberaombie,  with  the  loss  of 
near  8000  men  ia  killed  and  wounded^  although  he  ailght» 
by  takitiji^  possession  of  a  neighbouring  height,  called 
Mount  Dctitince,  have  carried  the  place  without  liaziird- 
ing  a  man.  Tliis  operation  bears,  in  its  improvidenco 
and  consequences,  a  moi*e  close  resemblance  to  the  enter* 
priae  of  General  Packenham  before  New  Orleans,  than 
any  a%*aat  which  has  occurred  In  the  history  of  North 
Ainerka#  whether  viewed  in  rektftan  to  the  blind  teme- 
rity of  the  attack*  the  disparity  of  the  force  engaged,  tlie 
gal  Ian  try  displayed  by  the  combatants,  the  com  pnrative  loss 
on  either  side*  and  tiic  immediate  results  of  tiie  repulse.^ 

*  See  Appcndls,  No.  T. 

t  ndbre  Itow  Orle«att  the  Britiih  fopoe  wm  eeUiAated  at  19,000 
men,  aad  the  AnatMas  at  9,500.  At  Tissetoofa  the  antisk  focee 
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Let  the  inexperienced  commander  profit  by  such  sense- 
less audacity ;  let  him  reflect^  that  although  rashness  may 
sometimes  succeed  a^^inst  a  self-confident,  unwary  an* 
ta^nist,  it  cannot  be  justified  but  in  desperate  case59) 
such  as  the  straits  of  Thermopylse,  where  the  fate  of  a 
nation  was  at  hazard,  or  where  he  is  left  without  alter- 
native, and  by  possible  success  ma}  gain  much,  but  by 
probable  discomfiture  can  lose  little.  Such  enterprizea 
may  be  compared  to  deep  play*  by  which  a  gambler  may 
advance  his  fortune  but  cannot  injure  it.  General  Wolfe*s 
mttark  upon  Quebec,  General  Washington*s  enterprize 
against  Trenton,  and  Bonaparte's  invasion  of  Italy  by 
Mount  St.  Grotbard,  were  all  rash  undertakings,  unwar- 
rantable but  by  the  exigent  circumstances  which  pro- 
duced tbem.  In  the  first  instance,  Montcalm  failed  in 
Tigilance,  or  it  would  have  been  impossible  for  General 

consisted  of  6,000  reg^nlar  troops  and  10,000  proviac-als,  and  the 
French  were  eilimated  at  1,000  troops  of  the  line  and  l.SOOCanadian 
peasantry.  In  both  cases  the  British  suffered  g^rcat  slaughter,  and  in 
neither  was  the  loss  of  the  French  or  Americans,  deemed  worthy  of 
historical  record. 

C0JrrRA8T. 


lioss  uf  British  armv  l>etore  Ticondc 
roga,  July  8lh,  I7i8,  under  Major 
(fencral  \ bf rrronibie. 


Bri(^.  Generals 
(k>ls.  and  Ll.  Culs 
Majors 
Captnins 
Lieutenants 
Kosig-ns 
Enjfincers 
Adjiitaiittt 
Quurter-masters 
Serjeants 
Rank  Scfile,  and 
drummers 


1 


Total  1467 
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15  1 

206  8. 
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Loss  of  British  army  before  N. 
Oriearis,  Jan.  tkh,  itil4,  un- 

der  Mujfr->;t-n  Parkt-nhum. 


Major-jfeneraU 
Ll.  Coioitcts 
Majors 
Cuptains 
Lieutciunls 
Bns  ^its 
IStaff 
Sergeants 
Dnimmirs 
Kank  &  hlc 

-  Total 


Regulurt. 


1 
1 

2 
5 

2 
2 

11 

1 

266 
291 


W 


3 


3 

2 
18 
38 

9 

1 

54l  13 
9  4 
1126452 


I 


Total  20J7 


126?484 


Total  regulars  and  provincials  1950  i 

Extracted  from  Knox's  Historical  Journal,  p.  1J2.  and  the  Dcp 
Adjt.  General*!  return,  transmitted  by  Majur-gvttcrrfl  Lambert  to  hi« 
goTernment. 


CHAP. 
II. 
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CH.VP.  Wolfe  to  have  climbed  the  heights  of  Abraham;  in  the 
second,  Raid  and  his  officers,  beguiled  by  a  false  coiifi- 
denccy  were  .sleeping  after  a  debauch,  or  Genera)  Wash- 
^     ington  would  not  have  surprised  bim»  and  the  HeaMMi 
could  have  retreated  on  Princeton  or  Bordeatown;  and 
stilt  more  extraonUna^,  in  the  laat  caae^  Melaa»  wra|it  ui 
security,  suflTered  Bonaparte  to  fiass  the  critical  deftiesoC- 
the  mnimtain*;,  ami  to  choose  liis  ground  on  the  plains  of 
Italy  witliout  niukstalion,  and  finally,  by  giving  bimsdl' 
up  to  victory 9  lost  the  battle  of  Marengo.  : 
Unerand     ^^^^      French  officer  who  commanded  at  Ticonde- 
ckmni   roga  heard  of  Qenaral  Abercrsmhie's  approach*  he  fooml 
crombie  ft     nvccasaij  to  the  defence  of  the  pMt»  to  take  peaseBSiMi 
attack  of  of  an  elevated  ridge  on  the  direct  route  to  it,  from  tlm 
landini^  at  Lake  George,  whichf  at  less  than  lialf  a  mile, 
entirely  ovcilooked  Lho  \v«jj  ks.    Tliis  ridge  is  flat  on  the 
summit,  and  extends  westwiirdly  about  half  a  mile  to  th^ 
saw  miils  at  the  perpendicular  iali  before  mentionedt 
where  it  terminates  in  still  higher  groundt  called  Moimt 
Hope.  On  the  sooth  it  presents  a  hold  acclivity,  waahed 
by  the  strait^  and  to  the  north  it  declines  until  it  sinks 
into  a  phiin,  which  is  extended  about  an  hundred  rods  to 
the  sliore  of  ilie  lake,  where  the  bank  is  ten  or  twelve  feet 
high  ;  acroas  the  crown  of  this  ridge,  at  the  extremity 
nearest  the  fort»  the  garrison  hastiljr  threw  op  an  in* 
trenchment  with  a  common  ditch  judiciously  flanked^ 
which  was  strc^ngthened  by  felling  the  forest  trees  In  fW>nt  ^ 
outwaids,  and  these  tiicy  trimmed,  pointed,  and  farm- 
ed into  an  imprrvious  abbatis,  sixty  or  eie^hty  rods  deep, 
in  which  the  assailants  became  entangled,  and  were  deli- 
berately shot  down ;  until  after  repeated  attemptSf  during 
four  hours*  in  which  the  most  persevering  resolution  was 
displayedt  they  were  called  ofl;  and  tlie  army  immediate- 
ly retreated  without  molestation. 
July  17,       Ah  sch>h  as  the  rear  of  our  army  erot  ui)  from  Crown 
point,  and  the  camp  was  pitched,  our  labours  \\vv(^  direct- 
ed to  the  improvement  of  the  old  French  lines,  and  the  erec- 
tion of  ne  w  works  on  the  same  side  of  the  lake,  and  also  on 
Mount  Indepcndence«  which  is  separated  from  Ticonde- 
roga  by  a  strait  about  80  poles  wide ;  at  the  same  timo 
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sItipwriglitH  were  drawn  (Vom  our  sea-portsy  and  every  chap. 
ex(»*Cioii  put  in  operation  Ibr  the  construction  anil  equi|}-  ^\ 
ment  of  an  armed  flotiHa;  the  cliief  command*  of  wMcb»  aa 

lias  been  remarked,  was  conferred  on  General  Arnold, 
who  Iminii! lately  entered  upon  the  active  duties  of  tlio 
station ;  and  1  embraced  the  occasion  to  retire  from  his 
famiiy,  and  was  appointed  a  major  of  brigade  to  the 
troops  destined  to  take  poasesslon  of  Mount  Indepen- 
dence^ where  I  pitched  my  tent  amidst  Its  native  forest. 

By  great  industry  two  schooners  and  several  smaller  Mf  30. 
vessels,  were  soon  got  ready  for  service,  and  fell  down 
the  lake  to  Crown  point,  and  were  followed  by  otiiers,  as 
fast  as  (hey  could  be  equipped  and  manned.    General  Aup  16 
Arnold  took  the  immediate  command  of  the  squadron,  Arnoii^ 
under  particular  instructions^  and^  transformed  into  a 


:es 


commodore^  hoisted  his  broad  pendant  on  board  the  ^^'^ll^''"'^ 
schooner  Royal  Savage,  mounting  eight  6  and  Iburtet 

♦  pounders  with  ten  swivels  and  Urty  iiilii  ;  and  sailed  Aug.24. 
down  the  lake  with  ten  sail,  to  keep  a  look  oui  for  the 
cnemjy  to  train  his  landsmen  to  naval  service,  and  to 
manoeuvre  liis  little  squadron^  but  under  positive  orders 
fh>m  General  Gates  not  to  proceed  Mm  the  narrow 
pass  Jormd  hj  the  Isle  aux  Dttes  and  the  opposite  nhoref^ 
and  to  run  no  «  wmiton  risk**  Two  gondolas  joined  him 
the  bcjjinning  of  September,  and  three  heavy  gallies  (lie 
beginning  of  October.  GcncrHl  Arnold's  rcs[iect  for  his 
orders,  and  his  competency  to  the  trust  reposed  in  him^ 
win  be  seen  in  the  result. 


Ordm  and  imiruelimsjbr  the  Mm,  BemediU^iniMf  etf .  ^cneraf 
Bi^a^er^general  in  ike  army  of  the  UmUd  atake  ^^^^"^"^^^ 
^mmiea.  to  Brig; 

Oen.  A»» 

«  Upon  your  arrival  at  Crown  point,  you  wiU  proceed  oold. 
with  the  fleet  of  the  United  States  under  your  commandf 

•  General  Arnold's  condescension  in  qixlnt^  u[)  tlic  ri^yit  wing  of 
the  army  lor  that  of  our  floiiUa,  was  ascribed  to  llic  tuUowing  causes: 
1st.  His  cntcrpri/lnp^  spirit,  which  SL-ldom  calculated  chances;  2d.  ll\s 
impatience  of  coimii.u  1 ;  3J.  His  thirst  fur  personal  fume  ;  and  4tb. 
llia  unpopularity  witU  the  army  at  that  period. 
VOL.  i.  L 
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CHAF.  down  Lake  Champffiln  to  the  narrow  pass  ot  Uic  lake 
made  by  Isle  aux  Tctes*  and  the  opposite  ahorc.  Yoa 
will  station  tlie  fleet  in  ibe  best  manner  to  maintain  the 
possession  of  those  passes^  according  as  your  jad^ent 
shall  determinet  cautiously  aToiding  to  place  the  Tesseb 
in  u  inaiiriir  whirh  might  uiitiecessarii)  i  j^pobe  thetn  tu 
the  enemy's  laav^  ai  lillcry  from  the  slmi-e. 

You  will  most  religiously  observe  that  it  is  my  posi- 
iive  order*  that  you  do  not  command  the  fleet  to  sail  be- 
.  low  the  pass  of  the  Isle  aux  Ttotes  above  mentioned^  in- 
cessantly reflectlngf  that  the  preventing  the  enemy'to  in« 
vasinn  of  our  country,  is  the  ultimate  end  of  the  impor- 
tant tninniitrid  villi  whirh  you  arc  now  intrusted.  It  to 
a  df'(i'iisi\  r  war  we  are  t  n t  ry  11115  thert'lore  no  ivanton 
risk  or  utiiiecessary  display  of  the  power  of  the  fleet,  is 
St  any  time  to  influence  your  conduct.  Should  the  enemy 
come  lip  the  lake,  and  attempt  to  force  their  way  through 
the  pass  you  are  stationed  to  defend,  in  that  case  you 
will  act  with  such  cool  determined  valour  as  will  give 
tht'iii  reason  to  rel>cnt  their  temerity.  BuL  iJ,  rnntrary 
to  my  hojMS  and  cxpec  tiition,  tin  if  fleet  should  Irave  so 
intreasnl  as  to  force  an  entrance  witliin  the  upper  part 
of  the  lake,  then  after  you  shall  have  discovered  the  in- 
sufficiency  of  every  efibrt  to  retard  their  progresSf  you 
will  in  the  best  manner  yon  can,  retire  with  your  squadron 
to  Ticonderoga*  Every  vessel  in  the  fleet  being  Air- 
iii.slK'd  witli  a  battcaUf  you  will  have  it  in  ymiv  power  to 
keep  out  acout  boats  at  night,  and  occasionally  to  annoy 
the  enemy's  small  craft  In  the  day  time  your  boats  can 
act  when  opportunity  oflbrs,  under  cover  of  the  cannon 
of  the  fleet. 

As  the  most  honourable  the  Congress  of  the  United 

States,  rest  a  i^reat  dependence  on  your  wise  and  prudent 
conduct  in  the  iimnagement  of  tins  fleet,  yuii  v\  ill,  on  no 
account  detach  yoursdj  fmn  it,  upon  the  lesser  services  ' 

*  No  such  islands  are  to  be  found  in  any  modern  mnp;  but  the  dt- 
rectton  niust  have  been  intended  for  the  Split  liock,  where,  by  tb« 
bye«  Ui«  Uke  i*  ten  timet  m  wide  m  it  if  |{enefal)jr  rcpcdCQUd  to  he. 
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above  mentioned.  A  resolute  but  judicious  tb> fence  of  the  CHAF, 
northern  entranre  into  this  side  nt"  tlic*  continent,  is  the 
momentous  part  which  is  committed  to  jrour  coiirni^o  anU 
abilities.  I  doubt  not  that  you  will  mare  it  irooi  f«tw 
tber  ioTasion. 

««A8  I  am  entirely  uaac^utinted  with  naritime  af- 
fatrsp  I  shall  not  prasmne  Co  ^ve  any  directionii  respect- 
ing the  duty  and  discipline  of  the  seamen  and  niai  iuegon 
board  the  fleet.  I  have  traced  the  L^nat  outline  of  that 
service^  which  your  country  exj^ts  £roiii.tiie  rank  and 
character  you  Imve  aoqaired. 

« I  haYSf  as  is  my  duty,  Jtoed  the  UmU  beyond  wAM 
yon  aiv  fiof  (o  bat  you  mast  commimlcata  that  re* 
striction  to  nobody.  I  wish  on  the  contrary,  that  words 
occasionally  dropped  (Vuni^ou,  with  prudence  which 
ex<  liulcs  cviiy  sort  (»f  affectation,  and  wJ*icli,  I  believe, 
you  jtossess^  may,  to^tlicr  with  aU  your  mitions,  induce 
oar  own  people  to  conclude  it  is  onr  real  intention  to  in- 
Tade  the  enemy»  which  after  all  may  happen  |  it  will  ka^ 
up  their  spirits  withoat  affSecting  your  reputation^  what- 
ever may  be  the  event. 

« It  only  remains  for  roe  to  rccomuii  iid  you  to  the 
protprtion  of  that  Power,  upon  whose  mercy  we  place 
our  hopes  of  freedom  here  and  happiness  hereafter. 

**  Tou  will  frequently  report  the  state  and  situation  of 
your  fleetf  and  of  every  interesting  occurrence* 

Given  at  Ticonderega  this  7th  day  of  August*  177Ci. 

«  HORATIO  GATES,  Jlaj.  Getu 

Brig*  Gm  ^rnoUL" 

I  remained  with  the  brigade  on  Mount  Independence* 
until  the  beginning  of  SeptembeTf  when  Brigadier*gene- . 
ral  de  Roche  Fermoy  took  command  of  it»  and  I  was 

transferred  to  that  able  but  unfortunate  officer,  €ieneral 

St.  Clair,  to  whose  instruction  I  am  much  indebted  for 
my  principles  of  service  and  knowledge  of  dri  ui^.  Ho 
JjaU  been  introduced  at  an  early  age  into  the  Royal  Ame- 
rican or  60th  British  regiment,  and  duriag  the  seven 
year's  war*  had  seen  a  great  deal  of  active  service  mkler 
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CHAP,  distin^^uislicd  commantlers.    He  served  at  thr  taking  of 
Loiiisbursrh  under  Gcrtcral  Amh*»i"st,  and  the  next  cam- 


Aplancc  V^S^  Carried  a  pair  of  colours  on  the  plains  of  Abra- 
•iGencrn!  Imm,  tlic  dav  General  Wolfe  baiiereil  his  life  for  death- 
miliuiy  ^  unonvn.  Tlie  native  inge iliiity»  liberal  ediicalioii»  li* 
lift-  terarj  tastCy  and  polfsbed  addreaa  of  Ensign  St.  Clair^ 
could  nol  escape  the  obaenration  of  the  conqueror  of  Ca* 
nada,  and  his  ahic  coadjutors,  Muik  ion,  Townsljend,  and 
Murray;  and  the  circumstance  of  their  att(  tUicuis  en- 
larged his  sphere  of  infonnation,  and  gave  b(  ope  to  his 
genius  and  dispositions.  After  the  peace  of  'd3»  he  sold 
out  and  entered  into  tradey  for  which  the  generoaitjr  of 
his  natttre  utterly  disqualified  him  |  he^  of  course^  aooi 
became  disgiiated  with  a  profitless  pursuit,  and  havioff^ntar- 
ricdjulUr. several  vie  issitudes  of  forttinc,be  locati d  Iniiiself 
in  Lfgonier  valley,  west  nf  the  Allei^hany  niountHiii,  and 
near  the  ancient  route  irom  Philadelphia  to  Pittsburgh. 
In  this  situation  the  American  revolution  found  himt aor- 
rounded  hj  a  rising  family*  in  the  eiyoyment  of  ease  awl 
independence,  wi^  the  fairest  prospects  of  affluent  for- 
tunc,  the  fonndation  of  which  had  been  already  establish- 
ed by  his  intclli^nce,  industry  and  entcrprizc.  From 
this  peaceful  abode,  these  swci  t  donicstic  enjoyments  ami 
tlie  flattering  prt>8(K'cts  which  accompanied  thcm^be  was 
drawn  by  the  claims  of  a  troubled  country.  A  man 
known  to  have  been  a  military  olBcer»  and  distinguished 
for  ktiowledgo  and  integrity,  could  not*  in  those  timnv,*' 
be  conccalcii  cvimi  by  his  lavoui  ilo  mountains,  \im\  there- 
fore,  wiJhout  application  or  ex|>eciatioii  on  his  ])art.  he 
received  tlie  commission  of  a  colonel  in  the  month  of  Do- 
cembcr»  \775f  together  with  a  letter  from  President  Han- 
cocicy  pressing  him  to  repair  immodlntely  to  Pliiladeiphia. 
Bo  obeyed  the  summons,  and  took  leave  not  only  of  iiis 
wife  and  children,  but  in  elVccl  uf  his  fortune,  to  embark 


*  Such  i»'as  our  i^orance  of  ariat  in  those  d»js,  that  a  ]cnow1eil|;e 

or  the  inanu:il  exercise,  gTive  »  man  importance  ;  and  1  knew  two  RrJ- 
,    tifli  dpscfters.  Box  and  Johnson,  who  were  m.-uie  m^OTft  of  brigade  - 
liecMM  of  ibfeir  suppoa«d  knowledge  ol  UctaUa. 
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in  cmm  of  lilier^  aad  tht  vatted  cobatea*  In  ill  ohaV^ 
meks  he  completed  the  levy  of  a  regiment  of  750  men;  ^  ^ 
mx  compaaleB  of  vliicli  marched  in  season  to  Join  oar 
troops  before  (Quebec;  he  followed  with  the  other  four  in 
May,  and  after  tlir  unlucky  affair  at  Three  Rivers,  hy 
his  counsel  to  Gcnci*al  Sullivan  at  Sorcl,  he  saved  the 
amjr  we  had  in  Canada.  Subaeqnentljr  to  these  events^ 
h»  rose  to  the  raak  of  major-generaly  and  waa  honoured 
with  the  ooniidence  and  friendahip  of  General  Washing- 
ton to  the  day  of  his  death.  At  Trenton  he  saved  the 
army  by  the  flank  movement  to  the  rii^ht,  which  he  re- 
commended in  roiiriril  on  the  ni)^ht  of  the  9d  Jan.  1777; 
and  at  Ticoudero{;a,  io  the  same  year,  1  beheld  htm  rising 
Bttpsrior  to  the  aelfish  ohiigations  which  letter  mankini^ 
and  hj  pntering  the  sal^  of  the  army  confided  to  liia 
chargSt  to  the  Mood^  kommn  which  were  within  bia 
roach,  he  voluntarily  plunj^  himself  into  the  gulf  of  po- 
pular detraction.  Well  do  i  rfniember  his  ri'idy  to  me,  July  ^» 
when  deploring  the  necessity  of  our  retreat :  "  It  must  be 
$0  my  boy*  <  TU  mt  in  mortals  to  command  success,  btU 
do  morsy  wt  vM  dmrvp  U*'  Jkuaw  I  amid  sam 
mf  cftoracferfty  saen^i^tAaarmif;  Mwerel  todoso, 
Ithrnddfotfimkai  imkM  the  wmid  eoM  mt  reitortf  and 
which  it  cannot  take  away,  tlic  approbation  of  my  oirn  cou- 
science.'^  "What  a  noble  sentiment !  Can  such  services  Reflec- 
and  sacrifices  be  balanced  hy  pdj/  and  is  it  meet  that^J^,!^ 
each  a  patriot  ahonld  he  sufl«red  to  drag  out  a  tedloas  ""  ''^ 
term  of  old  age  In  indigeaoo^  and  he  buried  In  obacnri^J  ' 
Do  sach  faring  negleets  comport  with  the  liberality  and 
henffjcence  of  an  enlightened  Clinstiiui  people?  Art  they 
ronsintent  with  justice  and  sound  policy  ?  Reason  and 
homanity  revolt  against  these  propositions!  and  it  is 
hopedf  that  the  virtne  and  good  sense  of  the  peoplOf  which 
winm  spontaneously  exerted  aeldom  err»  may  be  actively 
intei^ioaed  to  rescue  Uie  country  ft<om  the  irin  of  ingrati- 
tude, and  the  shame  of  neglectini;  those  faithful  citizens, 
whose  whole  time  has  been  devoted  to  the  public  service. 
A  contrary  courae  paraued  by  the  agents  oi'  the  govaru- 
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■Mn^  bas  wlrmfy  tarnished  Am  character  of  the  rapah- 

\\c,  and,  ir  persisted  in^  will  sap  the  foandatlons  of  pa- 
and  tbe^  triotism,  convert  the  luilitary  into  mercenaries,  and  the 
effecuof  ciril  functionaries  into  sordid  speculators;  and  instead 
ftatimde.  ^  &  nuagnanimous  policy^  the  Ttewa  of  our  public  coun* 
»  eils  will  be  contracted  to  the  narrow  circle  of  selfish  tn^ 

.  tercet;  and  then  tlie  love  of  our  coantry^  and  ouradminia* 
tration  of  its  constitutiony  will  yield  to  avaricioos  pas- 
sions and  ambitious  projects,  and  like  our  primitive  pa- 
rents, and  every  people  who  have  gone  before  us,  wo 
aliall  forfeit  for  a  shadow,  the  solid  blessings  prepared 
Ibr  08  by  an  indulgent  Creator. 

Whilst  actively  engaged  in  the  duties  of  my  station^ 
while  every  hand  was  employed  in  preparing  for  tlie  re- 
ception of  the  enemy,  and  every  heart  panted  for  the 
rencontre,  I  was  suddenly  struck  down  by  a  typhus  fever 
which  prevailed  with  great  violence,  and  swept  oif  more 
than  one  thousand  of  our  troops*  Disappointment  and 
chagrin  exasperated  my  diseaaef  until  it  was  considemi 
necessary  to  remove  me  to  the  south  end  of  Lake  George, 
under  the  personal  attendance  of  Doctor  Jonathan  Potts* 
the  surgeon-general.  There,  in  sj)itc  oi"  medical  art,  I 
vas  reduced  to  tlie  last  extremity  ^  every  hope  of  my  re- 
covery had  expired  I  1  was  consigned  to  tlic  grave,  and 
a  coffin  was  prepared  for  my  accommodation.  Life  trem- 
bled over  the  verge  of  eternity'r-the  Immortal  spirit  had 
fled  its  mortal  tabemade*  but  returned  again  «« as  loth  to 
quU  itt  hold**  and  after  a  most  severe  struggle,  my  youth 
and  constitution  prevailed.  As  soon  as  i  could  bear  tho 
motion  oi  a  wagon,  i  insisted  on  being  removed  from  the 
scenes  of  mortality  which  surrounded  me,  and  placed  on 
a  bed*  was  transported  to  Albanyt  where,  I  most  be  par* 
doned  the  expression  of  my  gratitode,  I  was  restored  to 
health  by  the  festering  care  of  the  late  P.  Van  Rensaa* 
laer,  esq.  and  his  amiable  lady,  and  the  tender  attentions 
'  of  General  Schuyler  and  his  respectable  consort.  But  I 
did  not  recover  my  wonted  strengUi  until  Uic  springy  al- 
though I  bore  my  part  in  a  winter  campaign^  the  moat 
distressing  and  the  moat  Important  of  my  coontry* 
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Being  forced  from  the  scene  of  opcratioiui  bj  the  baad  caiP. 
9t  Heaven,  what  1  ebali  aaj  of  the  subaeqaent  eventi  of 
the  campaign  of  ±77Bp  in  the  northern  department  is 
fbnnded  on  tnfbraiation  derived.firom  correct  sources^  and  * 

iny  own  knowledge  of  the  topography  of  the  country. 

After  sailing  from  (^i  osmj  point.  General  Arnold^  not-  Geneml 
withstanding  his  instructions,  put  no  limits  to  his  crotaef  ^^[^0^*^ 
and  about  the  middle  of  Sept.  he  was  apprised  of  the  supe-  ntiont. 
fkirity  of  the  eneuj'a  aqaadron*  by  one  of  hia  own  apkai* 
bvt  aa  tbia  information  did  net  accord  with  liia  dcalrea» 
be  on  the  report  of  a  couple  of  Impoateray  who  prefended 
they  had  reconnoitred  the  Isle  aux  Noix,  converted  tiiu 
faithful  agent  into  «a  spy  for  the  e/i^my,"  and  sent  him 
in  irons  to  General  Gates,  by  whom  ho  was  transferred 
to  the  poblic  prison  in  Albany.  Tbia  incident  may  servo 
na  a  warning  to  military  men^  to  guard  againat  tlieir  paa* 
aionB  and  prejadkea^  in  estimating  the  reports  of  aecret 
intelligencerB*  On  tlie  9tb  of  October  bis  squadron  con* 
sisted  ot  lUrec  schooners  and  one  sloop,  carrying  six  and 
four  pounders,  eight  gond(ilas  or  gun  boats,  with  twelve 
and  nine  paunders*  aotf  three  gailiea  bearing  three  or 

*  EzUact  of  A  ieUer  irom  Brigadier-geaenl  Arnold  to  Major-ipcnt* 
ral  Gates. 

**  This  morning  (Sept.  16.)  at  one  o'clock,  Antoinc  Gcrousc,  alias 
Gerard,  «  Frcnchm»n  ichom  J  tent  to  St.  Johti^i,  returned,  and  gives 
the  followH  ij;^  account,  viz  tliut  at  isle  aux  Noix  there  are  three 
thons-^rx!  troops  encamped,  and  forty  pieces  of  cannoa  muunted  on 
their  lines  ;  at  St.  John's  three  thousand  men,  one  hundred  and  fifty 
battcaux,  and  lie  was  told  tliut  two  hundred  were  at  Chambl^e  ;  that 
two  sclioouers  are  completed  iind  manned,  one  mounting  twelve  and 
the  other  fourteen  brass  six  pounders;  small  vessels  on  the  stocks  to 
f  jiTv  three  g'un^each,  one  gondola  ukcn  fVum  uii  and  llu'ee  new  unca 
Luili,  ilie^e  to  mount  three  guns  each;  a  number  of  flat-bottomed 
boats  to  carry  one  gun  each,  and  a  floatinf^  battery  with  two  roasts, 
nearly  done,  to  carry  twenty-four  eighteen  pounders  and  two  Bortan, 
He  imagines  the  whole  will  \m  liompleted  in  a  fortnight.  JtkUk  Mm 
pitued  aaa^m iiv— baire  s^t  him  to  you  to  be  dispotedl of  m  you 
thiok  proper.  Prom  the  aeeoonti  of  tbe  two  men  who  hate  viewed 
I  tie  MIX  Nmx,  the  account  of  the  French  man  muat  be  false«  and  a 
etory  ftrroed  for  ham  fajr  the  BnglMi  efficera.** 
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cirAP.  four  eighteen  pounders  eachf  with  which  he  determined 
to  risk  a  battle  against  any  fime  the  enemy  could  pro> 
g     dace*  Oa  this  day  he  formed  a  line  abreast*  In  the  nar- 
row fMWS  between  the  south-west  end  of  Valconr  islRnd 

aiitl  the  main,  and  came  to  ancfior,  liiii  blanks  bcins^  se* 
cured  by  the  opposite  shores.  \ly  this  disposition  he  be- 
trayed apprehensions  of  his  inferiority^  but  at  the  same 
time  manifestsd  his  desperate  purpose,  to  encounter  an 
enemy  of  whose  force  he  had  no  correct  Informattony  ami 
of  which  he  could  not  in  fhct  obtain  stiy  certain  know- 
Icd^y  under  the  circumstances  in  which  he  had  placed 
himself,  before  they  were  nearly  along  side  of  him,  and 
BfaySO.  had  gained  a  station  precisely  between  him  and  his  re- 
treat. Tlie  following  brief  description  may  contribiitp 
satisfy  the  reader^  inf|uiry :  Yalcour  island,  about  fi^ 
miles  below  Crown  poin^  Is  the  same  under  which  I 
sheltered  myself  from  a  heavy  gale,  and  Is  shaped  like  a 
trapc/iura,  extcndin.::^  lengthwise,  about  a  couple  of  miles 
north-east  and  south-west,  in  tlie  widest  part  of  LalvO 
Champlain,  but  lies  so  close  in  with  the  western  shore» 
that  in  ascending  the  lake*  it  may  readily  bo  mistaken 
for  a  projection  from  the  main.  Looking  towards  Ca- 
nada,  Arnold  had  withdrawn  himself  behind  this  Island^ 
and  so  near  to  the  main,  that  he  could  not  be  discovered 
by  the  enemy,  hi  lore  they  had  turneil  the  southern  point 
of  it.  and  then  it  was  by  accident,*  or  their  squadron 
would  have  left  him  behind. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  11th  of  October,  Arnold's 
guard  boats  warned  him  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy» 
under  a  press  of  sail  with  a  f)resh  breeze  from  the  north- 
west. He  had  before  shifted  his  flag  from  the  Royal  Sa- 
vage to  the  Congress  galley,  and  ininicdiately  ordered 
those  vessels  and  the  otlier  gallics  under  way,  and  stood 
out  to  meet  tiic  enemy ;  but  on  discovering  their  force, 
he  mado  signal  to  regain  the  line,  which  he  had  left  at 
anchor^  and  in  beating  up»  tlie  schooner  being  partially 

*  See  Aniuuil  Register  1777,  p-  4. 
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\  en^a.i^cl,  received  some  damaf^r  and  was  run  ashore  on  chap. 
the  island,  and  afterwards  burnt  by  Uic  enemy,  whoae 
fl^MMhon*  conwsfeed  of  a  skip  of  eigbteen  IS  {HkundciHy  s^^y^ 
one  schooner  of  fourteen  and  anotlwr  of  twelve  6  poiin- 
ievB,  a  radeaa  cairying  atx  £4  ptmndeni  with  six  1!2 
p()un<lers,  IjLs'ules  two  liowitzers»  a  gondola  with  seven 
9  pounders,  twent}'  guu  UoatR  carrviiije:  brass  fiehj  pieces 
from  9  to  £4  Jjouudersy  and  aume.  long  boats  ai  med  in  the 
same  manner;  tiie  whole  manned  witli  700  prime  aea< 
men,  and  th^  gnns  served  by  men  and  officers  detarhed 
from  the  ^orp8  of  Bo^al  Artillery.  I  would  ask,  should 
an  officer  have  been  exrused  fbr  committing  himRctf  to 
8urh  a  vast  superiority  ?  But  here,  as  at  Chij)pewa  and 
Bridj^water,  and  FoH  Krip,  permml  famc^  and  iiot  the 
pubUc  cause,  was  amteiuicd  Jor,  aiulf  to  uu  a  vulgar  Imt 
afpropriatt  pkra$e,  a  kuieher^M  tiU  wa9  to  vamUk  miUtarf 
fiUiiit  andjugtyjf  the  wanton  waste  inhuman  Ufi. 

On  discovering  AmoU's  llnff  the  enemy,  wlio  was 
tunning  up  the  lake  mid-channel,  hauled  his  wind,  and 
by  beating  up  and  occasionally  i-owing  to  windward,  he 
was  enabled  about  liidf  after  twelve,  to  form  a  lino  pa- 
rallel to  Arnold^  at  about  350  yards,  with  the  schooner 
Carleton  and  the  gun  boats;  and  some  distance  In  the  rear 
of  those,  the  ship  and  other  hravy  vessels  came  to  anchori 
the  wind  preventing  their  nearer  approach.  The  action 
then  commonced,  and  wus  sifpported  until  night,  with 
great  spirit  and  considerable  loss  (in  botii  sides.  NVe  had 
sixty  men  killed  and  wounded  in  this  atTair ;  the  loss  of 
the  enemy  has  not  been  ascertained*  but  be  suffered 
considerably,  as  his  front  f easels  fell  to  leeward  to 
repair,  and  at  the  close  of  day,  not  one  of  them  was 
within  ffix  hundred  yards  of  U8.f  At  night  fall  the  wtnd^ 

*  See  Annael  Register  1777,  p.  3. 

f  Burin|^  the  action  the  enemy  landed  l^rge  bo<Vies  of  Indiens  on 
Ute  island  and  the  matn,  who  fired  qn  oqr  veiaelt  without  effifct :  bp 
alao  embarked  1000  men  on  board  of  bMteaux,  to  be  veady  to  eut  us 
up,  shottid  we  be  driven  on  ahore.  The  gondola  Pluladelpl|ia  was 
jwnk;  the  Coogieta  galley  was  bulled  twelve  times,  reoeivbtg  seve^ 
■bofc  between  wind  and  water,  and  the  WaibinglOB  did  not  fare  bet^ 
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CHAP,  wliich  had  been  high  througiiout  tlic  dnv,  subsided  uito 
a  gentle  breeze,  still  iVutii  the  iiui  Lh-w  ist.  General  Ar- 
'  nol  I  convened  Uia  captains  ou  board  tlie  Cougi'CASy  .and 
aUer  a-coiwullatiim  it  was  iletennined  to  attoiapt  a  i*e« 
treat.  Some  of  the  council  were  for  luwling  round  tiio 
island*  through  the  narrow  pa88>  but  Arnold  decided  on 
attempting  a  passage  directly  thniugh  tlie  enemj'A  liney 
as  the  only  practicahlc  means  oi"  esca^K',  which  was  con* 
du<  t(  (1  it)  tlic  roilovving  manner. 

The  I'rurabuU  galley  commanded  by  a  Colonel  Wig- 
gtesworth  of  tlie  MassacbuacUs  miUtii^  led  (he  retreat 
with  barely  sail  enough  set  to  give  her  steerage  wt^yi  and 
a  latitiiorii  under  ber  stern»  so  masked  as  not  to  be  seen 
exrept  by  those  directly  in  her  wake,  and  the  rest  oftiie 
Sfjuailif)!!  I'lillowed  in  succession^  equipped  in  the  same 
muiuKT  with  hiiiiiiiniis,  at  intervals  oi  two  or  three  hun- 
dred yards;  General  W'atcrbui'y  uC  Connecticut^  and  Ge- 
neral AniohU  in  the  Congress  and  Washington  gallles* 
bringing  up  the  rear.  Tlie  niglit  was  profoundly  darist 
and  tlie  atmosphere  was  charged  with  a  heavy  fog;  strict 
silence  and  stillness  was  enjoined,  and  we  passed  the  ene^ 
my's  liiir,  wilhout  socini^one  (»f  his  vessels  or  bein^  our- 
selvrs  juK  (  iveil.  About  ei^^lit  o'l  iui  k  the  next  morning 
the  tug  w'a<4  dissipaltdf  and  \\g  were  discovered  about 
twelve  or  fifteen  miles  ahead  of  tlie  enemy*  who  were 
preparing  to  fidlow  us*  It  was  now  a  dead  calm*  and  a 
signal  was  made  to  the  Trumbull  and  all  the  smaller  ves* 
selst  to  ply  their  oars,  and  make  the  best  nf  their  way  to 
Crown  point ;  but  beloi  e  noon  the  wind  sprunjs^  up  ahead 
from  the  south-west,  an<l  blew  a  lii^htgale  uiilil  midnight. 
Arnold  attempted  to  beat  upt  but  tinding  he  could  make 
no  hand  of  it,  came  to  anchor.  The  Trumbull  galley 
and  the  greatest  number  of  the  small  crafty  had  inclined 
to  the  western  coast,  and  were  five  or  six  miles-  abead^ 

ter.  They  v.  erc  w  ouiicIlcI  in  iheir  masts  and  yards  ;  for  want  of  ex- 
pert rs,  Cik  lu  j'sl  Arnold,  in  person,  directed  the  greatM-  part  of 
big  si.ot,  iL  W  as  a  desperate  conflict  on  our  part,  -^wd  the  wind  and 
Mr  proxioiity  to  the  shores  smvcU  us  A-utu  capture  or  destruction. 
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when  the  brerzc  coinmenreil,  bui  several  of  the  hir^st  CHAP* 
uf  the  gun  boats  were  struck  by  it,  and  driTen  into  the 
hkSf  and  two  or  tliree  were  forced  on  the  eastprn  ehore» 
wliere  tke^  were  abandoned  and  destroyed  $  the  galley 
and  Ibnr  the  sqwadron  coutintied  tbeir  course  up  tho 
lake. 

At  sun-rise  the  next  morning  the  fo!j  was  so  tliirk,  that 
a  vpHsel  could  not  be  discerned  a  rahicN  irn^th  ;  but  be- 
tween eight  and  nine  o*clock  it  cleared  offy  and  the  ene- 
my's squadron  was  dlscof  ered  g^iug  under  way,  with 
a  fWsli  breexe  from  the  north-westy  which  brought  np 
titeir  leading  vesi^ls  within  fire  miles  of  us,  before  we 
felt  its  influence,  and  brlure  eleven  o'clock  tlic  ship  aitd 
schooners  were  within  range  oT  ntir  stern  rfia^fs,  two 
long  18  poundcrst  which  were  opened  upon  tiiem,  and 
kept  op  a  constant  fire.  General  Waterbury,  in  the 
Washington  gsllfy»  had  been  ordered  to  keep  abreast 
of  the  Congressy  and  to  co-operate  with  his  battery, 
which  was  of  equal  weight;  but  he  soflTered  a  schooner 
to  run  umler  his  stem,  anil  struc  k  to  herwitiiont  iirini^  a 
gun.  By  this  dastardly  act,  Arnold  was  exposed  to  the 
broadsides  of  the  schooner,  tlic  battery  of  tiie  captured 
galley^  and  the  bow  chases  of  the  ship  and  other  schooner; 
and  thus  beset  by  dreadfhl  odds,  he  passed  the  nsrrviwB 
at  Spilt  Rocky  continuing  the  action  until  he  found  his 
vessel  made  water  fast,  that  others  were  almost  sinking, 
and  that  no  c  hanr*  tor  escape  remained,  he  then  mn  his 
own  galley  and  tour  gun  boats  ashut*e  in  a  cove,=^  on  the 
eastern  coast  of  the  lake,  and  set  them  on  fire,  butorder- 
td  the  colours  not  to  be  stmck ;  and  as  they  grounded, 
the  marines  were  directed  to  jump  overboard,  with  thehr 
arms  and  accoutrements,  to  ascend  a  bank  about  twenty* 
five  feet  elevation,  and  ff)rm  a  line  for  tfic  dilVncc 
of  their  vessels  and  tlugs  against  the  enemy,  Arnold 
being  the  last  man  who  debarked*  The  enemy  did  not 
venture  into  the  cove,  but  kept  up  a  distant  cannonade, 
nntil  our  vessels  were  burnt  to  the  water*s  edge,  alter 

m 

*  Believed  to  be  Bntter  bsf ,  u  fsw  mDe*  above  Oit«e  Sf«ek. 
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Reflec- 
tions on 
General 

Arnold's 


wliicb  Arnold  commenced  his  march  for  Ciuiwn  pointy 
about  fifU'eu  miles  distant,  a  brnlle  way  through  an 
unsettled  wilderness,  crossed  the  lake  at  that  filact^  and 
proceedeU  to  Ticonderoga,  where  he  had  bren  preceded 
by  CiiIoimI  W^glesworlb  in  the  Trunib«U»  willi  two 
8cbooiiei%  llie  8lifO|»»  and  ote  giiiHlDla»  Mmg  all  of  our 
sqtiadroii  which  escaped* 

When  the  action  comnjcnci'd  on  the  llth,  AdioM's 
fi^alh y  mustered  seventjr-throc  hands  in<  ludiiig  liiiiisv  lf*, 
ui'  whom  twenty -seven  were  kiilcd  or  womidt  unci  ui 
the  U»U  tkn^  ahIj  siirvivcd»  and  tiieae  with  the  Uiaa  of 
limbs. 

1  am  indebted  for  tbcaa  details  to  my  valued  friead  and 
companion  in  armsf  the  late  Brigadter-gencral  Caairmgy 

who  served  as  a  .sergeant  of  mat  ims  ou  board  Arnold's 
gall»"y,  imder  liis  brother  Captain  Njtthanir!  Cushing  of 
tlie  Massachusetts  line^  who  died  on  liis  farm  at  Beilpre» 
in  1814;  to  General  Arnobi'b  official  ietlere,  and  to  the 
Britibb  Annaal  Register.  Tbas  termtnatsd  Gmral 
Arnold's  naval  adventure,  which  like  his  march  across 
the  x^ilderness,  eventuated  in  heavy  expenses,  and  the 
loss  of  many  valualile  lives,  wiihout  a  Solitary  I'ny  oi 
iiolid  adx-Tintuge  to  the  public  service. 

1  have  found  it  impossible  to  accomit  for  the  posi- 
tion General  Arnold  look  behind  Yaicour  islandy  unless 
wttb  intention  to  escape  tbe  enemjr's  obserratlont  and 
then  at  every  hasmrd  to  fail  on  his  rear,  and  destroy 
his  batteaux ;  but  this  suggestion  is  siivoced  by  the  cir- 
cumstnnee  of  his  going  out  to  meet  Uie  adverse  squadrftn. 
If  iie  iiail  kept  the  open  lake,  lie  could  by  a  chain  of  sig- 
nal boats  have  been  advised  of  tlie  enemy's  movemonto 
and  force,  so  soon  as  tbry  came  out  of  8orel  river,  and 
then  if  lie  bad  been  in  sufficient  force,  he  might  bavo 
beaten  tliem  back,  or  if  too  weak,  he  could  have  made 
good  his  retreat  to  Tiron'kToga,  at  his  discretion,-  in- 
stead of  which  fie  abandoned  the  main  waters  of  the  lake, 
cooped  iiimseir  up  between  an  island  and  the  main,  gave 
the  enemy  a  free  passage,  and  by  bis  voluntary  portion 
cut  higisiilf  off  from  succour  and  retreat  Ys^  natwltli-* 
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standins;'  this  exces^^  of  rasliiitss  uiul  foll  v,  in  which  vfc-  CHAP. 

tory  was  iin[Hissible«  and  no  end  could  be  pi*oduced  by  ^^^^^^^.^ 

defeat,  but  to  •smU  liis  character  for  luilaMl  oouraga^  on 

the  bleod  of  men  efnnlly  hrwe,  whicli  he  was  beund  to  i 

afere,  hj  the  etningesi  oUigsiionB  of  dety  end  iMnant^; 

the  ml  iiftd  indestry  of  hie  peHUenft  and  the 

poiiry  of  the  i^oMTninent,  procured  lor  liim  all  the  credit 

>vliich  could  have  been  aitaclied  to  a  s^ilendid  victory;- — . 

his  conduct  was  apjilaudcd  and  his  bravery  extolled^  and 

the  flagtant  eiid^ces  of  hie  indiscretion,  and  incompe^ 

Umcj  tocomnandy  ware  converted  Iota  additmial  claims 

on  tlm  pnhlic  confidence. 

It  moot  be  ftdmitled)  that  on  defrmfvo  principles,  Ge- 
tieral  Arnold's  order  of  bal-ic  was  judirious,  because  it 
secuiTd  his  flanks,  condensed  his  Ibi  cc.  and  (  onrenirated 
his  fire;  but  aa  be  neither  defended  a  paaii»  nor  covered  * 
a  pc^tiooy  nor  was  able  to  cope  with  the  eneo^^  the  dis* 
position  he  made  was  absard  and  desperate*  It  may  ho 
worthy  remark*  that  thhi  battle  was  fongfat  within  seven 
miles  of  the  memorable  scene  of  Commodore  Macdo. 
nough's  triumph,  and  tliat  the  same />?'iH(  /^te  of  formation 
prevailed  in  both  inatancesy  tJiough  the  I'esults  wore  so 
widely  different. 

Having  demolished  onrflotiHay  Sir  Gay  Carleton  land-  Gcnerkt 
ad  at  Crown  pointy  where  he  awaited  the  arrival  of  his  ^^'i^^'"*^ 

*^     ^  arrtves  at 

army,  the  rear  of  whteh  got  up  a  few  days  aflery  being  Crotvn 

retarded  by  adverse  winds,  which  commenced  on  the 
14th,  and  continued  to  bhjw  iVuin  tiic  iiuutiuvard  for  a 
week.    The  delays  incident  to  such  weather,  and  tho 
lateness  of  the  season  in  tliat  inhospitable  climey  dis- 
conraged  Sir  Ooy's  designs  against  licoodenigay  and  ho  Reconno^ 
signiiled  his  indecision  to  the  minister*  tho  day  on  which  '^H^^^ 
he  advanced  with  a  heavy  covering  partvy  to  reconnoitre  TlGonde- 
our  works^  which  be  found  Dumerous,  strongy  and  fully 


Quy  Cafleton  to  liord  Gcofge  Gennaln 

"Manof  ojrCmn  p»ia,  Oct,  24f/i,  1776, 
^  The  leam  is  lo  far  advanced  tbat  I  etnnot  ^et  pretend  to  tnfom 
^MV  IsrMip^  iNietbDT  inr  Ibisg  ftirtlgpr  ma  he  dene  tbis 
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tires  to 
winter 


MUnned*  Htt  knew  that  it  was  too  lat»  ttt  0|ieit  tranctai 

before  the  place,  aiir)  that  to  attempt  it  by  assaulty  in  onr 
state  of  prepai'iiliun,  would  be  to  hazard  a  repulse,  or, 
in  the  mmi  favourable  re^iult,  to  expose  his  army  to  di8« 
roemberment.  To  take  the  place  and  not  to  hold  iU 
would  be  to  gain  no  solid  advantage,  and  he  well  nnder* 
stood  tbi  diflfcaltf  and  expense,  if  not  impossibilitj,  of 
keeping  open  the  commnnicatlon  with  Canada^  and  sah* 
fiisting  an  array  at  such  a  distance  from  its  resources  ;  he 
therefore,  with  tlie  c  irrimvsjK'<  liurt  i>t  an  able  and  expe- 
rience4l  commander,  declined  tlic  unfruitful  perils  before 
hinif  and  determined  to  cherish  his  force  for  tliesacceed* 
ing  campaign.  With  this  resolatton  he  commenced  his 
retreat»  and  led  back  hb  army  to  Canada»  where  he  can^ 
toned  his  trnops,  and  thus  closed  the  campaign  of  177^ 
in  the  northern  dcpurluient. 
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Camparntire  view  of  the  operatiom  of  Sir  JiJ^  ry  Smherst  CHAP. 
on  Lake  Cluimplain,  in  1758,  and  of  Sir  Guy  CarUton^  v^-v^ 
in  1776* — General  Gates,  afltr  the  return  of  Sir  Guy 
CarUton  to  Canaiiih    vrdextA  to  rtinfaree  General  fToih- 
ingtoiu"'~J^e(Ufats  adopted.^De$p(Uche$  Mijor  ITttftin- 
son  from  Mnistink  fur  orders, — H'^ilkmsm^e  reneonirt 
trilh  Culoncl  George  GibsoHf  and  Joseph  JS^ourse,  esq. — . 
Jlis  intervieyv  ii  ilh  Mijor-general  Lee — Conversation 
'  Willi  thai  officer. — Jlejicdions  which  spning  aut  of  i^.— 
Qeneral  Lee  surprised  and  taken  prisoner  hij  Colonel  Har- 
'  court^^Reflections  on  the  event*^General  Lu*i  Utter  to 
\  General  Gaiee. — liis  eanduei  and  motivu  eo^pared^ 
fFilkinson  rejmns  General  Gates, — The  effkct  of  Lee*» 
misfortune  oj/  /am.— Troo/>i»  inarcli  fn-  IkUilcUcm,'^ 
Symptoms  of  caution  in  a  military  chuf. — Rench  Bdlde- 
hem,  and  fall  in  with  General  SuUivan, — Letter  from 
Oeneral  Washington  to  General  QaUs^i^-^Arrvoe  at  head 
quarters^Causes  of  lint  mis/Miuies  of  fhe  grand  armif* 
—The  spirit  of  the  eounlnf  wtnHei!Ue.~^OenenU  Wiuk*  « 
ington's  situation  and  the  condition  of  his  troops  Con- 
duct of  the  new  levies. — Extracts  from  GeucruL  hash- 
Vig'im's  CDirtspoiuknce  ji  itk  the  President  of  Congress, 
^Contrast  qf  tlie  British  and  American  armieH,^Mea- 
gures  to  oppose  the  enemifs  passage  of  the  Delaware* 
^'-■'General  How^s  condwt,  and  Oeneral  WashingUnfs 
retreat  through  the  Jerseys^  examined, — A  brief  ofio- 
lysis  of  Sir  William  I/owe*s  operaiions  after  crossing 
the  Hudson, — Froclnmation  of  the  British  commissioners 
and  its  effects* — The  praiseworthy  resolution  of  tlit  Con- 
gress  and  commander  in  chief^Deplorable  tthuUum  of 
Oeneral  fFashington^Ms  appearance^^Fnrther  ex* 
tracts  from  his  correspondence^-^JoUmel  Joseph  Beed^s 
letter  to  General  W  ashington, — General  Washington  i> 
letter  to  CoioncU  Head  and  Cadwalader, — h  Ukinson 
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iieral  Gates  fo  PkUmldphia^^^-OpmUm  ^  General 

irotts, — Gloomy  appearance  of  Philadelphi(u^Wilkinf 
t  son  returns  ami  jirins  his  hrii^ade,  at  M^Coulofs  fer- 

.  ry. — Delivei's  a  Utter  J'rom  Gem' ml  Gates  to  General 
H^askiiigUm. — £nterprix>e  against  Trenton. — Conduct  cf 
'  Cof^lokii'TSmm  Fmrru^,  CafUoM  William  WaMtigttm^ 
akid  JUeiifeiittstf  Jamee  ^fonfoeJ— CUoiiei-  8Uui^$ 
dud. — Sueeensfitl  isiue  of  the  eiUerprvu, — Odond  MMb 
the  lies  Stan  commander,  wnnuilcd  and  made  prisoutr.'^ 
His  dailh. — Simrtltaneous  attacks  proposed;  thttj  fail. — 
ReJiecUms  on  the  conduct  of  Gemral  f^'ashiu^tmf  ati4 
of  th€  enemy, — Oeneral  Washington  te^rouee  the  Dds^ 
iufare^'''4equaintaiiee  wUh  IdeuUnadt  Mawtoe^Effc^ 
of  the  etiterpri«e  agaxnd  TTenlmU''^-4}^peTaUttn»  i»  iAe 
Jerseys  resumed.-^General  Washington'' s  position  d 
Trenton, — The  British  anuy  tinder  Lord  CornrcaUis  ad^ 
ravct!>f  Jtin,  1777. — General  Washington  turns  his 
leftJJanU  umk  r  the  cover  of  tlic  night,— lin tile  of  Frmper 
ton^Death  of  General  JUerctr.'^The  British  armff  patde 
struck,  retreat  to  Brmewick,  and  take  dp  pennanud 
quarter8,^C^nend  Waehingtoiif  by  easy  marcheef  reaehu 
Moi-ristown,  wfiere  lie  takes  post. — J^Ierits  of  tlic  ^hiUk- 
delphia  first  troop  of  dragoons. 

CHAP.  The  defertni nation  of  Sir  Guy  Carleton  to  retafn 
^^..^^^  vrith  his  army  to  Canada  in  the  month  of  October^  with* 
Comparft'  **ut  Striking  a  hlowy  when  hp  had  approached  within  fif* 
tivc  view  te^n  miieji  of  us.  and  after  every  preparation  necessarj 
Ambersi  s      ^.n  attack  had  Ix  *  n  niaiie,  reseinbleu  verj  much  the 

?P*'?J«*"»  conduct  of  Sir  JeilV?  v  Ainlierst,  when  inovirij^  in  an  op- 
lit 

and  Sir     posite  direction.   That  oilicer>  in  the  campaign  of  17 58, 
to?ito^**  after  achancing  as  fai'  as  Cuajbcrland  head»  completely 
1776.      equipped  for  the  attacl^  of  Montreal*  then  in  possession  of 
the  Frencli}  in  consequence  of  the  lateness  of  the  seaaon^ 

abandoned  the  expedition  on  the  20th  of  October,  return- 
ed to  Crown  pi>'nit,  r.nd  his  troops  intf)  winter  qiiar- 
tern.  I'hosc  chiels  were  equHllv  distinguished  for  (heir 
private  virtues  and  prufc«sio&4i  linowiedge^  therefora 
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Uuey  wtre  not  to  be  seduced  hy  the  allurcmeDts  of  mo-  chap. 
tnentary  vanity  or  ambition^  to  overstep  tbe  aacred  obit- 
|;atfons  of  humanity  and  of  doty  to  their  fellow  creaturetf  ^"^^^^^^ 
theii*  country  and  their  God,  by  which  every  military 

jtominandcr  Is  bound,  to  foster  the  lives  of  men  confiJed 
to  liis  disposal.  Yet  those  ofliccrs  were  not  arraigned  fcir 
tardy  movements,  nor  did  tliey  incur  the  censures  of  tUo 
government  to  which  they  were  responsible,  notwith- 
standing the  severity  with  which  the  conduct  of  unfortu> 
ntte  generals  is  acmtinized  bythe  popular  branch  of  that 
government 

Compare  this  beneficent  and  provident  conduct  with 
that  of  some  of  our  military  officers,  and  we  .shall  su(Ti.r 
by  tfic  contrast.  In  the  army  of  the  United  States,  the 
economy  of  liuman  life,  which  should  constitute  a  pri^ 
mary  object^  is  the  last  thing  considered.  The  igno» 
rance^  improvidence^  and  presamption  of  the  war  dew 
partraent  during  the  late  war,  involved  a  wild  dissipation 
of  the  public  treastare,  without  eflPectin^  a  salutary  or 
seasonable  provision.  The  introduction  of  ananjalous 
authorities,  and  the  interference  of  the  sccrctai'ies  of  war 
are  found  to  distract  every  operation,  and  subvert  order 
and  responsibility.  The  systematical  espionage  whicli 
was  worthy  the  coldf  vindictive  spirit  of  a  Madison,  ope* 
rating  as  a  bonnty  to  dishonour,  has  infected  the  corps  of 
the  army  with  jealousy,  and  men  of  honour  whu  adhere 
to  the  sword  from  luve  of  the  profession,  are  alternately 
disgusted  and  disheartened  by  tbe  succession  of  foUies 
and  innovations. 

So  soon  as  it  was  ascertained  that  General  Carleton 
iMd  abandoned  Crown  pointy  Qeneral  Gates  despatched 
Colonel  Wiggleswortb  with  aflagof  trticeto  the  Isle  aux 
Koix,  and  he  returned  with  satinfactory  evidence  that 
the  enemy  had  gone  into  winter  quarters.  In  conse<juencc 

•f  this  information*  General  Gates  dismissed  the  militia/3^ 

»  • 

*  Contitting  of  Wlngate't  and  I^nuui't  regtmenta  from  New  Hamp* 
8liiie»  Swift's  Md  Motte'a  from  Connectleat,  and  BrcwePa»  WillRrd'if 
Jbfan  Read'ty  Wiggkaworth*!,  WhSelot^t  and  Woodbrid|{«*«  km 
#f  Sivobutettti  inder  Ganrral  Bricket. 
vbi-  t  N 
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eiUP:        hftd  amke;  but  bit  wanfoti  levity  was  in  a  mo. 

mcnt  cbanged  into  painful  apprciieiisions.  Awakiiii^  out 
of  a  sound  siw:p  in  the  dead  uf  rJi^;!ll  ,  the  unexpected  and 
menacing  appearance  of  an  oiHccr,  with  a  Canadiaq 
cn\}6tf  a  scarlet  under  coat,  and  a  gold  laced  hatf  with  a 
pistol  Id  each  bandy  vas  sufficient  to  dissipate  all  sense  of 
an  amorous  nlituref  and  to  excite  those  frigid  sensations^ 
Vliicli  cannot  be  realised  so  sensibly  as  when  an  unarmed 
man  believes  himself  in  the  power  of  an  enemy.  For  a 
moment  the  geollenion  were  sti'uck  dumb  witli  alarm  ; 
iiter^illy  naked  and  defenceless^  and  believing  me  to  be  a 
British  officer,  thehr  situation  appeared  hopeless*  and  it 
was  several  seconds  before  tbey  demanded*  Who  are 
ymif*  The  question  was  Tethmed  and  repeated  seTeral 

times  in  the  same  breath,  unlil  ruiiecting  on  the  circum- 
stance of  my  appearance  witli  arms,  I  announced  myself 
in  titat  interesting  cumpanion  and  meritorious  otticer* 
>  Colonel  Geor^  Gibson*  who  served  through  the  revolo> 
tfonary  war*  and  gave  his  life  to  bis  country  on  the  4th 
of  November*  1791*  and  to  Joseph  Noorsc*  esq.  the  pre- 
sent rcj[:;istcr  of  the  treasury.  Relieved  by  the  disco- 
very, Ldioncl  Gibson  seized  my  liand  and  exclaimed^ 
«*  Colonel  Wilkinson,  so  help  me  God!  I  never  was  so 
happy  to  make  an  acquaintance.  By  G — d!  you  have  al- 
most  scared  me  out  of  a  year's  growth.''  Thiese  gjentle- 
men  had  parted  with  Geperal  Lee  the  evening  before» 
And  were  absent  on  farlongby  and  Mr.  Nourse  being  Ge* 
neral  Lee's  private  secretary,  they  could  of  course  ilit  cct 
iiic  with  precision  where  to  iiiul  him.  Taking  leave  of 
them  I  pursued  my  journey*  aud  about  4  o'clock  in  the 
morning  reached  his  quarters*  at  White's  tavern^  oa 
Basking  ridge. 

His  inter*     I  was  presented  to  the  General  as  he  lay  in  bedf  and 

Sencnd^  delivered  into  his  hands  the  letter  of  General  Gates.  He 
examined  the  superscription,  and  observed  it  was  ad- 
dressed to  General  Wrv?hinj[;ton,  and  dvi  lnied  openin^^  it, 
until  i  apprised  him  of  the  conteota  and  the  motives  of 
my  visit ;  he  then  broke  tho  seal  and  read  itf  after  which 
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ht^  (!( *^ired  mc  to  take  repose.    1  laj  down  on  my  blanket  CBAP. 
bt^juro  a  comibrtable  fire,  amidst  tlie  officers  of  bis  Huile; 
fiir  we  wen  not  in  those  days  incumbered  with  bede  or 
iMiggage.  I  arose  al  the  dawii»  bal  could  not  fee  the 
Genera],  with  whom  1  bad  been  prevloualjr  acquaint- 
ed,  before  eight  o'clock*  After  some  inquiries  respect-  Hiiooii' 
ing  the  conduct  of  the  campaign  on  the  northern  fron-  wuu  lUat 
tier,  be  gave  mc  a  brief  account  uf  tlic  nj)eratJoiis  ot'offi^. 
tlie  grand  army,  which  he  condeiuucd  in  strung  terms* 
He  obsertedf  <*tbat  our  siege  of  Boston  had  led  us  • 
into  great  errors;  tliat  the  attempt  to  defied  islands 
against  a  superior  land  and  naval  force  was  madness; 
that  Sir  William  Howe  could  have  given  us  check-matt 
at  his  discretion;  and  titat  we  owed  our  salvation  to 
bis  indokiire,  or  disinclination  to  teniiinate  the  war.— 
When  I  reached  tlio  army  on  York  iiiiand,"  said  LcCf 
«a]l  hands  were  busil/  employed  in  collecting  materials 
and  erecting  barracks  $  and  i  found  iitUe  Mii&in  exulting 
In  the  prospect  of  fine  winter  quarters  at  Kingsbridge. 
1  replied  to  him»  WMtrquarUtM  here,  8irf  and  the  Bri- 
tish army  still  In  tiie  fiehll  Go,  set  lire  to  those  you  liavc 
huiit,  and  get  away  by  the  light,  or  Sir  AViiAiam  llowe 
will  find  quarters  for  you." 

This  advice  of  Lee  was  generally  understood ;  it  ob- 
tained for  him  merited  applause,  and  General  Wasbinig* 
ton  gave  him  due  credit  for  it*  He  had  idso  been  op- 
posed to  the  occupancy  of  Fort  Washington,*  and  the 
fall  of  that  place  enhanced  liis  liiiliury  rcputatiun,  Nsiiile 
unavoidable  misfortunes,  and  the  unfortunale  issue  of  tiic 
campaigUf  originating  in  causes  beyond  the  controul  of 
the  conunander  in  chie&  liad  quickened  the  discontents 
generated  at  Cambridge,  and  raised  a  party  against  him 
In  Congress }  and  it  was  conftdently  asserted  at  the  time^ 

*  I  ftfVerwftrdfl  conversed  witli  General  Greene, respecting  this  zffaur, 
irbo  wai  cbiefly  blamed  for  attempting  to  hold  the  place,  and  I  recol* 
leet  wdl  be  obierted,  **  I  iroold  to  God,  wc  had  bad  10^000  men  there^" 
He  waeof  opieioii  tbc  ^ruund  vat  teiiablc»  and  that  it  waa  loat  by  the 
isaeAeieiiey  of  our  force  1 1  amiacUoed  to  the  taste  opinioe»  aod  .tlie 
fttft  mif  BOW  bt  stoerlftiliedl 
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CflAP;  but  is  not  worthy  of  credit,  that  a  motion  had  liocn  made 
^  in  thai  body^  tendiiiji;  to  supercede  him  iii  the  command  of 
•the  army.  In  this  temper  of  the  ttmesy  if  General  Lee  bad 
anticipated  General  Washington,  In  cutting  the  cordori 
of  the  eneinj  between  New  York  and  the  Dlelawarey  ttui 
.ronirnanilcr  in  chief  would  probably  hnvc  been  super- 
ceded, and  the  man  who  lived  the  duilins^of  his  coun- 
try* and  died  the  admiration  ot  tlic  world,  might  have  been 
consigned  to  retirement  or  oblivion.  In  this  case  Lee  would 
have  succeeded  him,  whose  manifold  infirmities  wonld 
have  been  obscured  bj  that  honest  but  blind  enthusiasm  of 
the  public,  which  never  stoops  to  compare  causes  and 
effects,  much  less  to  atuilj  sc  motives  and  measures.  This 
officer's  genius,  education,  military  observation,  and  pe- 
culiar talents  for  war,  qualified  him  to  fill  with  eclat,  the 
most  distinguished  subordinate  stations  in  command  $  but 
his  disposition  and  habits  were  adverse  to  the  preservsft 
tlon  of  public  confidence,  or  the  conciliation  of  personal 

*  lends  and  discords;  he  would  tluntbre  stion  have  beca 
disj)]aco(l  ;  successor  upon  successor  would  have  fuilow- 
ed  him,  and  the  ralamities  of  the  country  would  have 
kept  pace  witli  its  impatience  and  caprice ;  yet,  although 
the  avowal  may  be  more  honest  than  decreet,  I  owe  it  to 
truth  to  declare, .  that  alter  the  declaration  of  indepen- 
dence, I  cotild  never  subscribe  to  the  sentiment,  that  the 
cause  of  the  country,  d<'pendcd  on  the  lite  i-  services  of 
any  ijidividual:  I  always  considered  it  in»[)(jlilic  to  place 
our  dependence  on  an  ordinary  casualty,  and  i  rejected 
the  humiliating  idea,  because  it  Concentred  in  oile  man, 
the  credit  which  belonged  to  the  whole  nation ;  not  thai 
tiie  command  could  have  been  placed  in  salbr  or  better 
hands  than  those  of  the  immortalized  Washington,  but 
he(  ausc  other  men  would  have  been  found,  and  General 
Greene  in  particular,  to  supply  iiis  place  with  cilbct,  and 
more  especially,  because  the  severance  of  the  Britisit 
empire  had  been  written  in  the  book  of  fate,  and  the  des- 
tiny of  the  North  American  cokiaics  was  protected  by 
Bun  who  govens  the  niiiverN« 
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General  Lee  wasteii  the  morning  in  altercation  with  ciUP. 
certain  mtliHa  corpi  who  were  of  his  cooiiiiiuidy  part^H- 
lirij  the  CoMwcticttI  Ught  horee»*  eeTeral  of  whom  ap-  General  ' 
pBtaM  in  large  ftdi*hottoiaed  penikiM»  and  wem  treateil  ^  cap. 
very  irreverently ;  the  call  of  the  adjutant  general  for  cIII(ma^ 
orders,  also  occupied  some  of  his  time,  and  wc  did  not  H»rt«urt 
sit  down  to  break  last  belui  c  10  o'clock.    General  Lee 
was  engaged  in  answering  General  Gates's  letter,  and  | 
had  risen  from  the  tahle»  and  was  Jookii^  out  of  an  end 
window^  down  a  lane  about  one  hnndred  jrards  in  iengthf 
which  led  to  the  house  f^m  tho  main  road»  when  I  dia. 
covered  a  party  af  British  dragoons  turn  a  corner  of  the 
aventic  at  a  lull  charge.    Startled  at  this  unexficrtcd 
cUcie,  1  exclaimed,  *^  Here,  Sir,  are  the  Britisii  ca* 
vairy."  «<  ^lun^'  replied  the  General,  who  had  si^^ned 
his  letter  in  the  instant*  « Around  the  house;''  for  thej 
hud  opened  Aies»  and  encompassed  the  buiUii^  Geno- 
nil  Lee  appeared  alarmedf  yet  collected,  and  hw  second 
observiiti(jn  marked  his  scU'-possession  :  •«  Where  is  the 
guai'il  i — tlaiDii  the  guard,  w  hy  don't  they  fire     and  after 
a  momentary  pauscy  he  turned  to  me  and  said,    Do,  Sir, 

what  has  become  of  the  guard/'  The  women  of  the  . 
house  at  this  momisnt  cnterod  the  roomt  and  proposed  to 
him  to  conceal  hinnelf  in  a  b^»  whh:h  ho  ngected  with 
evident  disgust  I  caught  up  my  pistols  which  lay  on 
tlic  table,  tlirust  the  letter  lie  Ii.ad  been  writing  into  my 
pocket,  and  passed  into  a  room  at  the  opposite  end  of  tho  , 
houscj  where  I  had  seen  the  guard  in  the  morning.  Here 
I  discovered  their  wmi;  but  the  msn^were  absent  I 
stepped  out  of  thi  dsoiv  iMd  peieeiTsd  the  dragoons 
chasing  them  in  dlflTerent  direotuws,  and  receiving  a  very 
jm^il  salutation,  [  returned  into  tijc  house. 

Too  inexperienced  immediately  to  penetrate  the  mo- 
tive of  this  enterprise  1  coASidarsd  the  r^acaiilr^  aoci- 

*  One  wnted  forage,  another  his  horse  thod,  another  hit  pay,  a 
^MWthfmviiiMylEa,.^  Which  the  General  replied,  ••Tonr  vuMi 
■ftt  aanMioufti  but  you  htfs  not  meetipaedite  lMt«-y«i  w«at  toga 
home.  Mid  Bbia  kt  indalged«  fi>r  dunn  you,  you  do  no  food  bcro*'* 

voxk  L  G 
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CHAP,  denlalf  and  from  fhe  terrific  tales  spread  over  Che  cotfti* 
J"*  try 9  of  the  violence  end  harlmHty  of  the  eneaiy*  f  be- 
lieved it  to  be  a  waiilun  muriicriiig  party,  and  dt  tenuiiied 
not  to  die  without  company.  I  acrordini^ly  soiis^ht  a  po- 
sition where  I  could  not  bo  approachetl  by  more  than  one 
person  at  a  time,  and  with  a  pistol  in  each  hand  I  await- 
ed the  espectcd  search^  resolveil  to  shoot  the  first  and 
the  second  person  who  might  appear,  and  then  to  appeal 
to  my  sword.  I  did  not  remain  U)ng  in  this  unpleasant 
sitiiatioMy  but  was  apprised  of  the  object  of  tlie  incursion 
by  the  very  audible  declaration,  *•  IJ  the  Gcmral  docs  not 
surrender  in  five  miimtes,  J  will  set  fixe  to  the  house  ;** 
which  after  a  short  pause  was  repeated  with  asolenm 
oath;  and  witliin  two  minutes  I  heard  it  proclaimedf 
«<£bre  is  the  Oenendf  he  hoM  surrenderedJ^  A  general 
shout  ensued,  the  trumpet  sounded  the  assembly,  and  the 
unfortunate  Lec  mounted  on  my  liofse,  \v]ii<  h  stimd  ready 
.  at  the  door,  waa  hurried  off  in  triumph,  bareheaded,  in 
lifs  .slippers  and  blanket  coat»  his  collar  open*  and  bin 
ahirt  very  much  soiled  from  several  days  use* 

Beflec-  What  a  lesson  of  caution  is  to  be  derived  from  thk 
event  event*  and  how  important  the  admonition  furnished  by  tt» 
WhiU  an  evidence  of  the  caprice  of  fortune,  «>f  the  fallibi- 
lity of  ambitious  projects,  and  the  insci  utable  ways  of 
Heaven.  The  capturo  of  General  Lee  was  felt  as  a 
public  calamity }  it  cast  a  gloom  over  the  countryt  and 
excited  general  sorrow.  This  sympathy  waa  honourable 
to  tlie  pe(»ple«  and  doe  to  the  stranger  who  had  embark- 
ed his  fortune  with  theirs,  and  determined  to  share  their 
fate,  under  circumstances  of  njore  than  common  [h  ril. 
Although  this  misfortune  deprived  the  country  ot  its 
most  csperlenccdx:hief,  1  have  ever  considered  the  de- 
privation a  public  blessing,  ministered  by  tlie  hand  of 
Providence ;  for  If  General  Lee  had  not  abandoned  caa- 
Hon  for  convenlenoe*  ami  taken  quarters  two  milea  from 
his  army,  on  his  ex|K)<vi  (l  Uatik,  he  wouhl  have  been  safe; 
if  a  domtblic  traitor  who  passed  his  quarters  the  same 
morning  on  private  business*  had  not  casually  fallen  111 
with  Colone)  Harcour(^  on  a  reconnoitring  party^  tha 
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generars  quarters  would  not  hnve  been  discovered;  if  cHAP, 
my  visit,  and  the  controversy  wiih  the  Connecticut  light 
horse,  had  not  spun  out  the  morning  unsensonably,  Uie 
General  would  liave  been  at  bis  cwnp;  if  Colonel  Uar* 
court  hed  arrived  en  hour  flooner»  he  would  have  Ibund 
the  guard  under  anaSf  and  would  have  been  repuleed,  pr 
misted  until  succour  could  have  arrived;  if  he  had  ar- 
rived hair  an  hour  latcr>  the  General  would  liavc  hcen 
w  iih  liis  corps ;  if  the  guard  had  paid  ordinary  attention 
to  their  dut^  and  had  not  abandoned  ttieir  arms,*  tlie 
General's  quarters  would  have  been  defended  |  or  if  he 
had  obeyed  the  peremptory  and  reiterated  orders  of  Ge* 
neral  Washington,  he  would  have  been  beyond  the  reach 
of  the  enemy — Arid  shall  we  impute  to  blind  chance, 
such  a  chain  of  rare  incidents?  I  conscientiously  reply 
in  the  negative;  because  the  combination  was  too  intri> 
cate  and  perplexed  for  accidental  causes^  or  the  agency 
of  man :  It  must  have  been  deeded. 

General  I^ee  merited  aevere  punishment  for  his  neglect 
of  duty  and  disobedience  of  orders,  and  he  received  it 
from  an  unexpected  hand.  His  oS'encc  was  well  under- 
stood by  the  army,  injd  his  misfortune  was  unpitird  by 
those  who  reflected  on  the  cause  of  it  It  is  a  fact,  he 
liad  very  strong  reasons  for  his  neglect  of  Greneral  Wash* 
ii^gton'a  reiterated  commande  $  but  although  they  were  not 
such  as  to  justify  the  violation  of  a  Hundamental  military 
principle,  yet  I  verily  believe  his  motives  were  patriotic^ 
though  intimately  connected  with  a  sinister  ambition;  ftir 
I  am  persuaded  that  in  the  moment  of  his  capture,  he  me- 
ditated a  sti'oke  against  the  enemy,  wliich,  in  its  conse*" 
quences,  would  have  depressed  General  Washington,  ele- 
Tated  himself*  and  immtdialdy  served  the  cause  of  tha 
United  States.  This  opinion  is  supported  by  the  follo%«' 
ittg  letter  to  General  Gates* 


*  tlie  notninf  befaw  osld  and  the  «im  btii^t,tktv  bid  left 
Miftian,  cfoned  the  nitbi  iotd»  and  wm  moniag  tbemtelvea  on  Iho 
anvtb  tide  of  a  Jmnie  aboni  90(^  jardi  from  the  tavarn,  wh  t«h  cnibM 
HatQQortto  cut  them  off  firom  their  armt. 
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General 

Iai's 

letter  to 
Cieneral 


Basking  Mtdgt,  Dec.  iStht  177& 

<♦  My  dear  Grated, 

'  «*Tlie  hiji^eiiioiis  mmmnrtt^  Furt  WtsHiBglMi  iMi 
unhinged  th«  goodly  Miic  we  bad  been  biiildiiig«  Thei* 
nemr  wee  «i  dumned  •  etnike*  En§re  «oii#»  a  f  iifHii 

great  man  is  most  damnably  dtficicnt.  He  has  tlirown 
iBc  into  a  siluatiun,  wlierc  I  have  my  choice  of  difficul- 
ties :  if  I  stay  in  this  prnvinre,  I  risk  myself  and  army; 
and  it'  I  do  not  8Uy»  tbo  province  ie  lost  for  ever*  I  Itave 
veither  gaidca*  cavalry^  niadicias»  noneyt  eboea  or 
atncklnge;  I  mtist  act  witb  tba  greatest  clrcQflBepectioa» 
Torlea  are  In  mj  frontf  r«ir»  and  on  my  ianks ;  the  auua 
iif  the  people  is  strangely  contaminated;  in  shorty  iinlesa 
sometliiiigy  wliich  I  do  not  expect,  turns  up  we  arc  lost; 
our  counsels  have  been  weak  to  the  last  degree.  As  to 
^  hat  relates  to  yourself,  if  you  tbink  you  can  be  in  time 
to  aid  tbe  Geaeralf  I  would  bave  you  by  all  neana  ga^ 
yon  aiU  at  least  aava  yoar  anay.  It  is  said  tliat  Iha 
wblgB  are  detemined  to  set  lire  to  Pliiladelpbta  $  if  they 
strike  this  decisive  sti^oke,  tlic  day  will  be  our  own;  but 
unless  it  is  dtjuts  all  c  hance  <»f  liberty  in  any  piirt  of  the 
gli»bc  is  for  ever  vauiahed*  Adieu  my  dear  iriend  I  txod 
bkasyoa! 

H  CHARLES  irBfi."* 


Hit  eon-      EdncatiiMi  and  experifeiice  liwtruded  General  Lee  that 

mothw*^  Sir  William  Howe,  by  pushing  his  fi-ont  towards  PhiU- 
consider-  delpliia,  must  weaken  bis  coinmiuiication  witli  his  maga- 
^^|^2icd.  ^^^^^     Brunswicky  and  expose  his  cordon  of  posts  to  be 
coil  and  he  knew  that  tlio  dinolution  of  a  link  in  the  cbui 
trooM  compel  Sir  Wniiani  Howe  to  fall  back  and  aban* 
"  tlon  a  great  portion  of  the  canqneeta  of  the  campaign ;  lib 
Inew  also,  that  the  shew  of  militaiy  force  iu  the  Jerseys 
U as  necessary  to  hold  the  enemy  in  check,  and  keep 
alive  the  spinl  ot  resistance  in  that  state;  and  that  te 
IniDj^  on  tlie  flanks  and  rear  of  a  Tictorlotti  annyt  ia  the 
moat  eflectoal  pbui  to  i»pede  its  pmgreaR.  Under  thee* 
ivpteeeioae^  it  would  seem  that  General  Lea  had  made 


■ 
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the  determination  tg  vii)late  his  orders,  to  tfnst  to  his  CliAP, 
tbrtuney  and  to  hazard  his  lame  on  tiio  iisue  of  some  bold  Jlj* 
Mitorpffise ;  for  we  ftnd  him  whttiof  »wi^      lino  !»••  ^"^"^^ 

wm4  MMMMMy  iMlISp  keeping  aiwajs  the  route  to  Ge» 

tieral  Washington's  kead  quarters^  hut  at  tlie  same  time^ 
watching  the  movements  of  Sir  W  illiam  Howe,  and  \va.it- 
ing  the  period  of  iiis  goin^  into  winter  quarters.  I  have 
Strong  aause  for  belief,  that  the  decisive  moment  bad  ar* 
flivedt  mnA  tb«l  tf  Idm  Iwd  mt  bees  iMuto  ptiaaner*  be 
ivonM  beYe  atteckdl  Ibe  British  peet  it  Friacetott  tbe 
next  menring,  wbens  tbe  eupeiteiity  ef  bii  fom  would 
bavc  insured  hiin  .success. 

The  anthor  of  these  memoirs  is  aware  that  at  this 
distance  of  tune,  the  novdty  of  tliis  ex-jnisitiun  may  ex* 
die  seriiriMy  and  that  to  give  it  ^SSoU,  it  niiet  be  8ii|»- 
foiM  bjr  Ibde  ami  ciffcmnstance^  «t  once  etroiig  end 
dHUv  He  tm  eeeeiUe  ef  the  difieultjr  te  ceBviiice  mm 
egainst  their  wiMst  end  of  Che  general  propensity  to  ca- 
\il ;  but  being  himst  li  unbiassed  by  any  motives  other 
than  the  devclupement  of  truth,  and  iiavirig  ne%'cr  doubt- 
ed  the  soundness  of  liis  deductions,  he  will  lay  o|»e&  the 
•oiiroes  ih>m  whence  tliey  have  been  derived^  te  tbe  eoM» 
oideffetiea  oC  tiie  inlettigeiit  and  tbe  caiidbl  bj  wbea 
■loiie  be  will  sabttit  le  be  jodged. 

Ctenend  Lee  had  halted  bis  divMoa  several  days  at 
Morristown,  and  marched  tiience,  on  the  twelfth  De- 
cember, to  Veal  town,  barely  eight  miles,  a  conclusive 
frooC  in  itself,  was.  other  testimony  wanting,  of  his«de- 
terminatien  not  to  cross  Um  Delaware;  bat  when  Cebi- 

ael  toiuwiy  tbe  adyataat  gcMtaif  calM  ott  hiai  fiM 
Oeanrel  8idlivaii»  who  wae  eaeaeii^  with  tbe  treope, 
Ibr  orders  ef  narob  oa  the  morning  of  his  capture,  after 

musing  a  minute  or  two,  he  asked  tlic  Colonel  if  he  bad 
with  him  the  manuscript  map  of  the  country,  which  was 
frodacsd  and  spread  on  a  table ;  it  attracted  my  attsa« 
teot  and  I  obsiinsd  Qensnd  Loa  trace  with  bia'fii^irv 
,  Ibe  route  ftoai.  Veal  town  to  Ptackanyo,  fhsace  to  So* 
MeaetctfflitrbQsaBpaad  oo  by  Rocky  ball. to  Fiteebia; 
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CHAP,  be  tfien  rehmied  to  Flackamhi»  and  traced  the  route  in 

J}li  tlic  same  manner^  Bound  brook  to  Bi  urisuit  k,  and 
after  a  close  inspection  carelessly  said  to  ScanuDel*  Tell 
General  Sullivan  to  move  down  towards  Pluckamu^ 
tliat  I  will  ttw«  ba  with  hinL'^  TiMa  waa  off  liia  mate  (a 
Alexaadria  oa  tha  Delawaie^  wiiaie  he  had  haaA  ovdemi 
io  ONm,  and  directly  on  that  lowaida  Bmnawlck  and 
Princeton.  The  bctlcr  to  illustrate  this  last  route,  I 
beg  leave  to  quote  t(ie  followinj^  distam  t  s,  viz.  from  Veal 
town  to  I'luckainia  6  milcs^  from  i'luckumin  to  So- 
meraet  court-honae  a  milesy  from  thia  placa  to  Bock|r  . 
hill  ii  mile%  and  thence  to  Priocelon  2^$  In  the  wludo 
£7iy  or  at  moat  28  nslleaf  a  diatance  perfect!  j  in  bia  reach 
with  fresh  troops  by  the  next  morning.  Combine  thesei 
t  ire u instances  wilh  his  letter  to  General  Gates,  whic  h  1 
bore  off  unfolded,  anti  we  have  a  stning  maniCestatiun  of 
bis  views  and  deaif^na:  the  extraordinary  tenor  of  that 
letter  made  impreaatona  not  to  be  ellhcedf  and  I  hoTo 
often  wondered  why  it  baa  been  so  long  withheld  from, 
the  world;  for  although  it  would  have  convicted  General 
I^ee  of  discontent,  iusubureUiKttiuii  and  tlisi  cspect  to  Ge- 
neral \Vas!nnj?ton,  it  wcuild  have  saved  his  character 
fl^m  the  suspicion  of  defection  to  the  caune  he  had  ea- 
pouaed.  The  motive  for  the  suppression  will  now  be  dia- 
cemed»  and  Juatlce  will  be  rendered  to  the  memurj  of  na 
nnfortunate  maUf  whOf  however  irren^lar  bla  peraonal 
ambition,  served  this  country  with  fidelity  and  effect. 

But  whether  moved  bv  personal  aiabitiuri,  b y  hustility  te 
bis  chief,  or  by  a  spirit  of  patriotism,  or  wlietlier  govern- 
ed by  the  combination  of  these  motives.  General  Lee  had 
leduoed  bimaelf  to  the  dilemma^  of  abiding  the  aentenca 
of  a  general  court  martiait  for  dlaobedleace  of  peremp- 
tory orders,  or  of  exciting  by  aome  •*coup/*  at  once 
brilliant  and  solid,  a  blaze  of  popular  applause,  which 
niight  ii(»t  uiily  jusuiy  his  offence,  but  give  him  the  chief 
command*  in  such  a  case  uu  man  of  pride  and  resolu- 
tion cauld  hesitate  for  the  alternative ;  and  it  is  on  thoaa 
flKts  and  dedncthMia  I  rest  my  hypothcaia.  II  ia  fnr  the 
world  to  examine,  and  welgfa»  and  determhi^  thf  mcrita 


4 

Digitized  by  Google 


GENERAL  WILKINSON.  til 

of  myconcliisioiisi  and  whether  the  award  he  favourable  chap. 
or  otiierwiBef  they  can  prodtice  no  barm  to  my  contempo- 
rariei  or  posteritfy  but  may  Ibmieb  a  ueefbl  biBon  to 
iBflHiiry  men,  WHO,  IK  ALL  8mJATI0NS»  ARB 
MOST  SAFE  WHEK  BEST  FERFORH 

THEIR  DUTY. 

So  suon  as  Lieutenant-colonel  Harcourt  retreated  with 
bis  pri«e»  I  repaired  to  the  8tahle»moinitBd  the  first  hora^ 
I  cotdd  findf  and  rode  Aill  ^ed  in  General  Sultlvant 
whom  I  found  under  marr h  towards  Flockamtm  I  had  not 

examined  General  Leo's  letter,  but  believing  a  Icnowlcdge 

of  the  coattfits  might  be  useful  to  General  Sullivan,  who 

succeeded  him  in  command,  I  handed  it  to  himt  wiio  after 

the  perusal*  returned  it  with  his  thanksy  and  advised  me 

to  rejoin  General  Gates  without  delay,  which  I  did  the  WtQuniau 

next  morning  at  Susses  conrt-hous^  whither  be  bad  led  gI^^ 

the  troops  from  Van  Kempt's.  Qilit. 

Lcc's  misfortune  iifRicted  Ga(e^  profoundly:  they  had 
becii  iung  acquaiutedy  had  served  together  in  the  British 
army*  and  were  personally  attached ;  their  politics  and 
political  connexions  were  in  unisoUf  and  their  sympatliics 
and  antipathies  ran  in  the  same  current ;  yet  long  after 
and  In  misrortone  they  became  estranged.* 

The  ti  oups  were  soon  put  in  motion.  Brigadier-gene-  JJ^^^'f^ 
ral  Arnold  leadint^  tbe  column  by  the  direct  road  toEas-  netiiie- 
ton ;  General  Gates  with  his  suite  and  a  light  guard,  ^^"^ 
proceeded  on  a  devious  route,  and  by  a  rapid  march, 
reached  the  Delaware,  some  distance  above  Easton,  at 
one  Levy's,  about  elj^ht  o'clock,  where  we  baited  for  the 
night,  the  Grenerul  observiiig  that  the  Jews  were  whigs, 
but  in  consequenc  e  of  certain  inquiries  made  by  Levy, 
which  the  General  considered  a  iittie  mysterious,  he  do- 

*  General  Lee,  in  answer  to  hif  ol^  ald-de-camp,  EdwtrdtaOn  this 
•abject,  observed,  *<  The  ladf  who  It  a  clowt Ciktibtor  than  ber  bill- 
band,  belicTed  it  would  be  morn  profitable  to  worship  the  liiiagien, 
tb|m  stick  to  a  fallen  friend  1  aho  tilMsfore'detcrmined  to  pay  her 
court  by  t  urnin|r  me  out  of  doors.  I  d»aot  Umbo  Qiics,  because  bo 
fallen  under  a  mo«jt  damnable  ^ymrcocracy,  and  •aUOt hflp  hilB' 

self.**  I  read  the  letter,  and  quote  fro»  memory. 
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at  '  aiNWiiui  MX 

CFf  AP.  sirctl  the  party  to  con'  eal  his  naino,  and  rank»  as  he  did 
that  of  Colonel  Jolm  Trumbull,*  the  deputy  adjutant. 


genmL  Hie  OeMrd  etlM  hiniMlf  Ctptaln  fMiHli*  0t 
MtMtjt  yif^ia;  Had  on  Levy's  tilMGrviDg»  in  thougH 
he  had  seen  the  Colonel  in  Connecticut,  the  Ctonenil  all* 
5?wered  <*No!  he  is  a  ne5f?hbour*8  son  in  Berkley  but 
iiiis  observation  so  sensibly  alai'nicd  him,  that,  although 
Ibe  ni.^ht  was  very  inclement,  be  ordered  the  horses  to 
^         be  saddled*  and  we  made  a  perilous  iwssase  of  the  riveiv 
ilirongh  floating  ice*  and  aarchod  until  mldniglitt  beAm 
we  lay  down,  in  a  dirty  stove  Totm  wlikh  almost  »ufro«> 
catcd  me.    The  next  morniner  we  breakfasted  at  Naza- 
Beihle.     rcth,  and  reached  Bethlehem  in  the  afternoon,  where  we 
5jip»t"A  found  General  Arnold  and  our  own  corps,  and  also  that 
GenerTl    of  General  Sullivan,  who  had  changed  his  route  the  mo* 
SoUivaii.  iiient  he  found  himself  in  coramand*  and  firessed  forwavf 
to  join  the  commander  in  chief. 

The  fbOowtng  letter  from  General  Washington  lo  Ge- 
neral Gates,  received  at  Bethleliem,  will  expose  his  for- 
lorn condition,  his  apprclicnsions,  his  rctiance  on  Heaven^ 
his  unimpaired  fortitude^  and  the  grounds  of  his  hopes. 

« BM  (t^rim,  Ike  l^ht  1770. 

from*^     « Dear  Sir,  . 

Goieni         Before  this  comes  to  haml,  you  wHl  have  heard  of 

Washing.        mclancholv  situation  of  our  afTairs.   I  do  not  mean 

ton  to  '  .  , 

General    at  this  time  to  detail  our  misfortunes — ^With  a  handful  of 

^ates.     ujgQ  compared  to  the  enemy's  force,  we  have  pushe^ 

through  the  Jerseys,  without  being  able  to  make  tlie 

smallest  oppositlont  and  to  pass  the  Delawart.  General 

Howe  19  now  on  the  other  sidOf  and  b^ond  all  qoestlon 

Wans,  if  possible,  to  po^ess  himself  of  Philadelphia^  his 
troops  are  extends  <1  IVom  Penny  towii  to  liurlington,  and 
the  main  body,  from  the  best  advices  at  tiie  former,  are 
within  the  neighbourhood  of  Trenton.  I  wish  It  were  in 
my  power  to  tell  you  that  appearances  were  against  his 

*  A  tuerttofiout  officer,  ton  of  the  iage  and  pttriot.  Governor 
Thnnbttil,  uid  rinee  one  gf  the  diitiog«l9htd  i»|i«tf  of  our  eoanCi7» 
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iTciiai  at  iifwwiil  I  oomInm  tiMty  m  not  B«t  ftv  nC  OUA 

ttie  militia  of  tbb  state  have  yet  come  out*  except  tliose 
belonging  to  tlie  city,  nnr  have  1  any  great  hope  of  their 
assistanre,  unless  we  « an  collect  a  re8|)cctablc  force  ;  in 
such  cafiCf  perhaps,  Xb»f  iura  ovt  afibrd  tbeir 
aaik  I  have  baajnd  you.  are  uoniiig  on  witb  atren  rtgt* 
nants;  tbia  naj  hava  afaappy  eflbct;  and  kt  ma  intrea^ 
you  not  to  4elaj  a  moment  in  baatening  to  Pitta  town. 
You  will  advise  me  of  jour  approaches,  and  of  the  timo 
you  expert  txy  he  thrrc,  that  I  iiKiy  meet  you  witli  an  ex- 
press, and  iDioi'in  vou  of  your  destination,  and  sucli  fur- 
tber  oKwciueuts  as  may  be  necewary.  1  expect  Uenerai 
Lee  will  be  tJiere  this  eveoing  or  to-morrow^  wlio  will  be 
followed  bj  General  Heath  and  bia  divialon.  If  we  can 
draw  our  forces  toiEethery  I  trust  under  the  $mU9  of  Pro* 
videnee^  we  may  yet  eflTect  an  important  atroke*  or  at 
least  prevent  (iencral  Howe  Irom  executing  his  plan, 
l^liiiatleipliiii  is  now  the  ohject  of  our  immediate  rare  ; 
you  know  tltc  importance  of  it,  and  tbei'atal  consequences 
that  must  atlend  its  loss.  1  am  persuaded  no  aid  with 
you  to  give*  will  be  delayed  a  aingle  instant.  Tour  ar* 
rival  may  prove  a  most  happy  circumstance. 

<•  The  Congress  have  adjourned  to  Baltimore,  but  pre- 
viously resolved  that  Philadelphia  should  be  dilcnded  to 
the  last  extremity.  Lord  Sterling  is  going  to  meet  Ge- 
neral Lce»  and  concert  witb  biui  a  plan  of  operations.  I 
wish  you  to  be  theret  and  would  advise  you  oot  to  wait 
the  sbw  march  of  your  troops.  I  have  wrote  to  General 
Amoldf  to  go  to  the  eaatward^  on  account  of  the  intelll* 
gence  from  that  quarter;  his  prt^seoce  there  will  be  of 
infinite  service. 

I  am»  dear  Sir, 

With  great  esteem, 
«  ¥our  moat  obed*t  aerv% 
4*  GO  I  WASHINGTON. 

•»  JUajor-genend  Gates.** 

The  troops  marched  the  next  morning:  the  general  Dec.  16, 

officera  followed  in  a  day  or  two»  and  joined  G($nerai 
voiu  L  P 
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CHAP.  Waslitngtnn  in  the  iwifgMiiHiriHHwl  ef  CorydFs  hmfi 
The  affairs  of  Hie  United  States  w  ere  i  tduced  at  that 
Kwful  period  to  the  lowest  ebb^  and,  alUiough  foreign  to 
the  design  of  tliese  meinoirfr,  n  sammary  view  of  nitr  si- 
InMioii on  the  wfiCwH  haiikoCIbi IhkMrmre^ud^tk^ 
caawtaneie  wUch  led  to  it»  umy  not  be  w9Ma^/MU  te 
the  peedep* 

The  Ipree^nlar  composition  of  tbo  army  of  General 
Wasliiii.t;t<)M  in  (lie  caiupaii^n  of  1776,  the  incxpcrienr© 
of  his  ofticerB  and  men  in  the  essentiaia  of  military  aep- 
yhctf  the  deffrct  of  knowledge  for  the  condoct  of  the  eo- 
venil  greet  departments,  on  which  wllltnry  operetione 
chiefly  depend,  the  total  deetltulfon  of  dieofrpliney  euhoi^ 
di nation,  and  polioet  the  quality  and  condition  of  his 
arnr?,  and  the  great  (1(  ft  rt  of  the  miiiuiion.'i  uf  war,  baf- 
fled solid  calculations,  and  forbade  iiis  reliance  on  iUe 
execution  of  specific  enterprizea.  Yet,  notwUhatanding 
tiie  campaign  opened  whh  the  nnihKiinale  cmnhat  of 
Long  feland ;  notwftbatnndlng  the  inanapiciona  evente 
which  ensued  that  battle,  vntil  ovr  army  arrived  at  Whtta 
plains;  thestanil  made  in  tlie  vicinity  of  that  place;  Ge- 
.  5.  ncral  Ho^ve^s  refusal  of  a  general  action,*  which  was  of- 
fered him  on  that  ground^  and  his  retreat  to  YoHl  islandt 
had  retrieved  character,  renovated  confidence,  and  in  a 
great  measure  wiped  off  tlie  eflfects  of  precedent  disan* 
ters,  at  a  period  of  the  seasont  when,  in  former  wars,  il 
had  been  customary  for  the  combatants  to  seek  winier 
quai*tcrs.  But  our  difficulties  were  about  to  commence, 
and  may  be  traced,  distinctly  and  unequivocally,  to  llie 
insufiicicncy  of  our  (  ontincntal  force,  and  the  short  term 
of  oor  inlistmenta.  Tiiens  were  the  main  aonroea  of  tfanaa 
losoQS  and  mfaflNiones,  which  puraved  General  Wanb» 

*  Oee  Major.getieril  fleflth^  lfemein»  p.  81^83.  Hut  oflieer 
CDMiadtd  a  divttkHi  m  the  left  of  Ocncnl  WMhin^ftoii's  line,  Md 
did  not  di»ag«  his  potitioii.  See  also  Sunfay,  toI^  i.  p.  395.  Sea 
llfcevlie  the  letters  of  Colonel  R.  H.  HatriioR,  secrsUry  of  GcnersI 
WashioKton,  written  to  Oifigresfl  hj  bis  order  frosi  the  SSth  of  .Oe» 
lober  to  the  3d  WovemWr  inohisite,  snd  the  Getisrsl's  letitr  of  the 
6ch  irevMnbcr,  tfter  Oir  WiUfom  Hdvo  M  hsefc  en  Ungiteidce. 
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hffkm  in  Hba  eimiMiign  of  iff€  |  and  ImI  M  M»fimieR<?,  qbap. 

tlie  [icrscvcrance  of  the  CongiTSs,  the  resolution  of  a  Jlf* 
lianilltil  o(  brave  nieu  wiio  ktpt  the  ficldy  aiuj  the  supine- 
nrss  ot  the  British  coniinander»  in  not  pr<'8<)ing  hia  ad- 
vaQtaj^s,  the  horrible  scenes  of  tlio  United  Provinces  of 
the  NrtiBflsniii,  dbttfuig  the  rajga  of  tiie  btrhariMi  higal 
FhilipiL  night  haw  h«en  acM  over  again  In  Ui€  United 
MatMi  af  AmMFiea.  The  apiHt  of  the  niddie  states  might 
have  been  apimllei),  as  was  the  actual  case  of  New  Jcrsejr 
and  Pennsjivantiif  but  tiie  indiscriminate  rapine  ami  vio- 
lence of  the  enemy  would  have  re-animated  and  roused 
the  peo|ile  to  vengeance.  The  southern  states*  rent  kj^ 
civil  Ibiidiw  hiaaiiag  h j  tlie  hands  of  brolheis,*  and  over* 
fiin  hj  tha  msmy,  still  cheriabed  the  iaiae  of  libertjr^ 
irUch  when  silence  and  darkness  proclaimed  Its  extiae- 
lion,  burst  fi*om  its  ciiiljcts  with  vokaiiic  fury*  and 
spread  its  fire  in  every  direction.  Tlie  eastern  states 
had  heeii  tested  and  found  invincible ;  numbers*  habit% 
kardihoad»  tha  ewlhaaiaaai  of  religloa  and  of  liberty,  a 
coadensed  popalaliaa»  and  the  atraqgth  of  their  coantry 
eatahllehad  their  eecority,  aad  will  make  them  fomida* 
hie*  so  long  as  thck  civil  polity  and  equality  of  condition 
are  maintained. 

The  loss  of  Forts  Washington  and  Lee  would  not  of 
have  been  felt,  ner  woald  Sir  William  Howe  have  |»ette. 


traled  tlie  Jeraeya,  If  General  Waahtngton  had  coninaiid*  eni^ 
ad  an  ar aiy  of  twan^,  or  even  ten  thoaaand  men,  well 
feand  and  engaged  for  the  war;  but  instead  of  a  perma- 
nent force,  his  troops,  for  tlicy  deserved  not  the  name  of 
an  array,  were  composed  of  levies  for  twelve  motilhsy 
and  militia  engaged  some  for  six  months,  and  others  for 
a  ahartar  peiiodf  whe^to  aae  thalaagaige  of  General 

'  *  Ootmiof  Shsthsris  1791  fdhwd  to  sBrfc  m  tseond  oa  tha  expe- 
dhloa  vndiv  Gmna  Seott  «g«iatt  OeistiaMU^  Maigaiaf  ftr  won, 
tbitatthe  sffwref  Kiss^aioaatsiB  be  fbught  die  battk,  and  General 
Onflipben  ran  av»y  with  the  bonoiir*  In  this  ietion  I  thiak  be  f«pi«» 
tented  to  me,  that  iroo  b  rot  hen,  expert  n'Jtemrn,  -wtrt  mm  l»  prttrmi  at 
wa€h  0ther,  tojlre  mid  JIM  9t  Urn  mm  MMantf.  TbeiT  BUam  wei«  ftivifift 
toiiie»  batthm  bsva  ■saytd  9y  avnMy*. 
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gU4P.  Washington,  in  his  letter  to  the  President  of  Gon.sn*ess^ 
Dec.  20tli,  1776,     come  m  you  canfiot  tell  luiw,  .^n  ijnii 
cannot  kU  wheUf  and  act  you  cannot  teU  wlwrc ;  consume 
^Q^T  provisioMp  exhaust  your  *lar£St  and  kave  you  at  Uvtt 
4^,0  critical  nummL*'  TJi«  «tstani  wttiHi  dcMfM  iaf 
CTQwds  fhim  tiie  White  (kioi*  anil  wm  att  mm  slleM 
dishanded  bjr  the  exiHratimi  nf  their  •■g«||««ieBli»  anA 
the  troops  which  General  >VHsliingtoii  liad  iissembled 
west  of  the  Nfirth  river  near  Fort  Lec,  to  watcli  Gerit  ral 
Howe's  DioUoos  alter  his  retrogriMlc  uiarcli  I'runi  tlia 
White  idainsy  consisted  ciiiefljr  of  levies  Ami  BtnmyUt^ 
mat  Mai^Undf  and  the  Jcneja*  tha  ionner  cngagad  ttt 
4116  first  of  Jaitiiaf7>  tha  two  laat  to  the  irat  af  DaoaiM 
Condoet   ber.   The  term  of  these  men's  service  was  about  to  db' 
pi  re,  and  they  were  general    alllicted  by  the  prevalent 
diseases  of  c  amps.    Under  these  circumstancts  the  h)ss 
of  Fort  Wa»h4ii|;ton»  Ute  sudden  irruption  of  tiie  enemi^ 
into  the  Janeya*  and  tbeca|itan  oC  F^Mt  Lee  villi  ti>cm4 
aiderable  quantity  of  kagga|pB>  atarca  and  provii(baa»  dM 
couraged  and  disheartened  them  aa  iaii6h#  that  lhair 
patience  to  return  home  predominate<1  over  all  other  cow** 
8uiei'aLi(>»is.    At  Brunswick,  they  almost  to  a  man  kft 
General  Wasliin^jton,  wiieii  tlic  enemy  were  actually  in 
aight,  and  to  cJLcuaa  their  deDoctiun  at  euch  a  critical  mo* 
iiicDt»  they  spread  aveiy  where  exaggerated  aocoanta  ei 
the  enemy's  ibrce  and  energy^  aad  oar  own  trtdy  depln* 
rable  condition^  whkh  paralysed  the  ji^reat  maaa  of  fhft) 
community,  and  defeated  tlie  exertions  pf  tlie  zealous ; 
vhilsi  (he  coiitiiu  Rial  corps  melted  away  by  disease  and 
dcsciiiuii,  like  btiaw  belure  the  surj,  and,  indeed,  nought 
but  the  GeneraPs  unshal&en  resolution,  and  the  iirmsa|^# 
port  of  the  officers  who  udlicred  to  hilDf  could  have  pre-^ 
vented  a  total  dissolution  of  what  was  called  tha  Qrand  , 
^in/g,  now  reduced  to  5000  men.  >.  /  >  ..wj 

Under  these  circumstances.  In  his  aff^ting  letter  ta 
tlie  President  of  Cnni^ress,  of  the  ZOiU  of  December,  the 
General  ciupltiys  sUong  language  to  awaken  Uieir  ap- 
prehensions, and  rouse  all  their  energies ;  lie  expressoai 
his  decided  opinion^  that  it  waa  General  iiixwe'a  intaa- 
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Ikm  III  yiMilw  VtnuM  of  ftll«lel|ibia  in  Uie  cmnne  of  cli at* 

ve«f  /«>!,  as  ft'H  t/flf/s  Ti?orc  rrfVi  p?if  an  end  to  the  existence 
of  07ir  lirniy;"  and  sjunkingof  the  lethargy  and  back- 
wardness of  tUe  people  to  turn  out  in  defence  of  the 
ooantry,  lie  uhwuftiip  ^  When  danj^r  ia  al  a  distance^ 
thegr  wttl  not  tiim  otil  at  all ;  when  it  corns  home  to 
Htmnf  Inileatf  of  ftflng  la  anost  'tho  weR-affiEdMi  ai^  em- 
f^oywt  In  omrrtHfT  fmiHea  and  effects,  whilst  tho 
disaffecte<l  arc  concerlinp  measnrcs  to  make  their  SMb- 
nission,  and  spread  terror  and  dismay  all  Rrotind,  to  in- 
dace  others  to  Ibllow  the  example;'^  and  on  the  same 
ameei  he  ohieme^  **InUaMC€  Jme^!  wiingss  Peaa* 
9jjt9«uua!'''4>>M  amf  thing  M  lAe  river  JDdaware  stroe 
PkUaMphiaf^  Havfni^  deteralned  to  talde  certliin  mea- 
sures to  increase  his  force,  he  submitted  them  to  Con- 
js^ress  for  their  adfiptiuri  or  rejection,  and  adds,  «<  J/  may 
thoxighi  I  am  going  a  good  deal  out  of  the  line  nf  mij  duty^ 
i^ttdapt  then  OKOStfrfs,  or  to  advise  thus  free!?f.  Jt  chamr* 
kft  to  Imep  mmtskOe  to firfrHp  <^  ineHhnabU  Ueuing  of  U- 
iMfjf  at  BtakBf  and  a  1^  ditoaUdf  imtU  be  my  exaueJ^ 
'  What  a  wretolied  spectacle  did  oar  troops  present  in 

rctreatlnj^  throujajb  the  Jerseys!  Without  cavalry — but 
partially  provided  with  artillery — deficient  in  transport 
Ibr  tJie  little  v^e  had  to  carry— without  tents,  tools,  or 
eamp  e(|uipag6>— wtthoat  magazines  of  any  kind — half* 
otolhed— kadljr  amed-^tiitated  by  disease,  disheart- 
ened bj  fliiflfoKflne^  and  worn  oot  with  fatigaea »Thiia 
crippled  and  disabled,  Oeneral  Washington  cnutd  no 
longer  nmke  a  slicw  of  oflence,  but  turned  all  his  atten- 
tion to  the  prevention  of  Sir  William  nf)\s  e's  p  issa^  of 
the  Delaware,  tlie  only  means  remaining  in  his  power  for 
Hie  protectif>n  of  Philadelphia,  wliich  the  Congress  had 
miAred    shmM  he  deJMed  ta  the  lad  extfemityJ*  He  Me^vret 
neeordfngly  divided  his  Airce  into  parties  of  observation,  tbeene^ 
mnd  staeHonary  guards,  posted  along  the  west  bank  of  the  ^^l^ 
river  at  the  ferries,  fords,  and  crossinj^  places,  from  the  DeU- 
Dunks's  ferry  below  Trenton  to  Corycirs  ferr>  above,  a 
diitaiice  uf  thirty  miles,  and  at  tho  same  time  directed 
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QHAP.  tlie  I'ircr  notillA  to  form  a  chain  of  eimrd  vesaels.  Tlicfie 

III 

•  prccautidiis  were  the  most  ju(licioii<i  whicli  roiild  hav© 
been  adofttcd,  to  answer  tlie  proposed  CDdf  ^  t&«gr  wiwkl 
turn  bM  Iktic  aTail»  if  OcaitMl  iftawey  vim  Micli* 
hl^  agaifwt «  cHy  MM  •  gmt  ffv«r^Mii0t>«9tf  Hal 
Ms  fonlitfM  might  he  muMf^  or  negLecM  la-mny  Itair 

But  nlthoup:h  General  Washington  after  the  fall  of 
Fort  Wasliin.^ton,  made  the  most  of  his  means,  yet  his 
doitruction  would  have  been  iDaritAye»  if  Sir  WiilinA 
Howe  IkMl  followed  up  his  advMli^,  or  iuul  mi 
itraiaed  tin  ardour  of  hia  troopa. 

It  ia  iopQiBibla  I  aluMiM  Centura  wmj  man  vantea^^ 
Wttch  Icsa  a  military  cbaraelery  and  he  an  enemy.  I  wiU 
therefore  test  the  merits  of  General  llowe*^  i^ooduct  by 
iactfl. 

nenrrni       Witii  an  armv  of  sixfold  Bumerical  forces  and  tenfold 

md«ct,  fltnmi^i  well  proportioned  in  the  aemral  nma 

and  Gene-  approproito  to  tim  tkeatTo  of  Um  wart  compnaod  of  diacl- 

ington't    plined  European  troopa  in  health  and  vigmiry  ahljr  com* 

Rtreftt  mandedy  completely  foinid  in  all  thins^s,  and  elated  with 
through  X,  11 

the  Jer-    siK  cess  ;  Sir  >>  ilhani  Hnwc,  lour  days  aUcr  las  capture 
cxa. '     Fort  Wasliington,  detarlic  d  Lord  CornwaUis  to  cross 
the  North  river  between  Dohb's  ferry  and  Fort  Lee, 


hia  elite,*  cpnaiaUng  of  two  haitaliona  of  British  and  thm 
of  HcBBlan  grenadierB^  two  of  light  infaotryy  thn  guardii^. 
tlm  diaaseursi  the  royal  higblanders,  tha  sad  regiment* 

and  a  part  of  the  queen's  lij^ht  dr  aji^oonfl,  forming  a  c  ni  ps 
on  the  lowest  esLimatc  (lor  troops  in  their  first  cam- 
paign wlio  had  not  suffered  severely,)  at  at  least  8^00. 
men.  A  landing  was  accordingly  OMde  on  lha  aomlmg 
of  the  n#th  Novembeivt  nad  aoon  after  aacoading  tha 
height*  iho  enemy  £»and  themailvea  in  the  pnaeace  of. 
3*000  militiaf  who  were  aulferad  to  earape  acroaa  the, 
liackinsack  livi  r,  without  hc-iniE^  brought  to  action,  and 
his  lordsiilp  took  possession  ol   ort  Lee»  its  artillery  and 

•  Mtfihtll't  Ufe  of  Withingtoiii  vel.  11.  p.  478.  * 
f  See  «ciMfiaWMliiflgiagraLlette««,ller.  29th  mdSltt 


Digitized  by 


GENERAL  lUnaJONSOJL 


•torcii.   Ttiat  wc  were  surprised^  ia  admitted  on  all  chaf: 
imfids,  «mI  that  th«  caamy  M  m  in  a  ad  d$  mKf  Trom 
wMfk  kt]ieniiilM«sl«€icape9!t€q«ally  tmaiyetOe-  ^^"^^ 
Mml  Wtiltingttm  f  auidiiid  at  the  Tiiage  of  SaBklmacfc 

within  four  miles  of  the  enemy*  tin  tfflt  of  November, 
antl  on  tlit*  92fl  retired  to  Newark  by  Aqiiakenuncic 
bridge.  At  Uiis  place  itc  reposed  uiitii  the  28th,  on  wliicli 
4ay  tlie  approacli  of  lite  firitiali  corps  obliged  bim  ta 
fUrnHgepoMoth  and  aa  hto  nmt  gmrd  left  om  end  of  tli» 
lawn  tlie  BrUiaii  ran  anterad  the  other.  Tht  dfotanoa 
ftmn  Kewark  to  BrafMwick,  by  WoodMd^  the  rovta 

in  those  dii)s,  was  about  twenty-four  miles,  the  country 
champaign,  and  tiie  road  dry  ;  yet  w'uti  this  uveruhelm.- 
ing  force  at  bis  heels.  General  Waiihiugton  was  allowed 
to  retreat  In  aai^tyt  and  to  reach  Brunawlck  tbe  next 
daj  withoot  moleatation.  ]ref.S9# 

Afler  two  days  halt  at  Kewarky  Lord  Oomwallia  on  ' 
the  30th  November  advanced  upon  Brunswick,  and  ar-  Dec  4. 
rived  the  next  cvenine;'  on  t!ic  opposite  bank  of  the  Rari- 
ton»  which  is  fbrdable  at  low  water.  A  spirited  cannon* 
ade  ensued  acmaa  the  river,  in  wliich  our  battery  waa 
aer?ed  by  Captain  Alexander  Haniilton»4>  but  the  eflbcta 
on  either  aidey'as  ia  usual  in  contests  between  field  batte- 
ries  only,  were  inconsiderable.  General  Wasbington 
made  a  shew  of  resistance,  but  after  night  fall  decamped, 
and  reached  Princeton  tlie  next  morning,  where  he  IclX 
Lord  Sterling  wit!i  one  German  and  five  Virginia  regi« 
mentsy  making  in  tiie  whole  l»200>  aa  a  covering  party, 
and  with  his  main  body  be  prosecuted  bia  march  without 
May  to  Trcntotty  where  he  aiVived  in  the  evening.  Ho 
lost  no  time  in  transporting  his  scanty  stock  of  baggage 
and  stores  to  tlie  west  bank  of  the  river  to  Philadel- 
phia, and  adapted  the  necessary  precautions  to  remove 
the  river  craft  beyond  the  reach  of  the  enemy*  He  waa 
reinforced  at  this  pidce  by  about  2f000  volunteer  militia^ 
cbleiy  from  fbn  city  of  Fliiiadelphia*  with  a  detachment 
of  Proctor's  artillery,  and  six  field  pieces  under  Captain 

^  Sioea  Kftjor-geaai^* 
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Thoma^t  Forest.  The  tardy  movement  of  the  eneniT  he*> 
gttileil  him  into  a  susptciany  that  they  did  not  inU-nd  ta 
•dvwKse  kejrond  Brunswick^  and  accordingly  lie  on  tlM 

liag  al  PftacBtoiir  tmi  fbUoMt  lliem  i»  peiwi^ 
Momiiif  •  B«t  tiie  Britiali  urmy  wliose  inarch  bad 

re8U  (i*  At  JJi  iiriswick,  by  General  Howe,  was  joined  by 
liim  an  the  6tli  Dct  ember,  and  advaneinti^tlie  next  morning 
a(4  o'dockyubUgcsil  Liord  Sleriing  t<i  retire  Irom  Princeton 
one  hoar  before  Uiey  aataraA  H»  at  4  o'clock  l\  H^M^m 
Sir  WiUiaai  halM  imaleea  hours ;  narcbed  in  ifamM 
oC  General  Waibington  al  aUa  the  aait  moraiag*  a^ 
readied  TVeoton  at  4  o'clack  in  the  afternoon,  just  aaiM^ 
liLii  Jjoat  was  cn^ssiiJi;'  llie  I'iver.f 
A  brief        It  is  maiiit'est  from  lliehc  facte,  tUat  if  General  Howe 
Sco^rid *****  been  disposed  to  destroy  the  pony  corps  under  Ue- 
Ho .ve*s     neral  Washiagtan*  (Uien  styleil  the  Grand  Army)  it  was 
o^atiofif  1^1^        power,  kffan»^j9rc$d  marek,  at  any  period 
cKMtinjr  after  his  troii|is  caaa  up  with  aur  faar  at  Nawarlk,  on  tha 
^1^^'  tBih  of  November,  ontU  we  had  crossed  tlie  DeUware. 

But  allavsing  the  corps  of  Lord  Cornwailis  to  have  been 
8,000,  and  a  i^arrison  of  10,C)(]0  men  for  New  York  and 
its  dependencies,  he  had  still  a  disposable  force  ol  UUUO,^ 
i^bich  he  could  have  landed  at  Elizabeth  town  point,  or 
Amboyi  and  taken  General  Washington  in  rear.  Tha 
loss  of  our  artillery  and  remaiaing  haggago  and  stores* 
and  the  dispersion  of  our  troops,  would  have  been  tha 
consequence  in  either  case.  All  obstacles  to  the  p^isses- 
sion  of  Pliil.uU  1  jjliia  wouiil  then  have  been  removed,  ti»e 
loss  of  which  al  that  period,  would  have  involved  tho 
country  in  heavjr  calamities.  But  Sir  William  bjr  ua* 
seasonable  halts  and  Indultmt  marchast  having  permitlid 
oar  tattered  band  to  escape ;  when  he  arrived  at  the  Ba- 
iawarCf  not  hndiii^  buau»  ready  to  li'aiibpurt  hiH  aituy 

^  Onrdon,  vol.  ii.  p.  137.  Letters  to  e  Noblenun  on  the  Conduct 
«r  tbe  War  in  the  Middle  Colonies,  printed  by  J.  Wiftie,  1779.  tend, 
t  Genertl  WMh'mgton*s  Letter>»  vol.!.  p.  315, 316^ 
t  See  M^jor^eaeral  BebkMBli  evidtnoe  Icfbte  the  iieuie  ef 
Comnons. 
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acrfiss,  instead  of  sending  for  his  pontooa^  or  building  COAP. 
a  few  flat-boUoiBed  boats,  and  purstting  bis  marcb  to  Phi- 
ladelfOiMif  be  wlecM  for  bis  advamd  pii0tt  a  bodjr  ^'"'^•'^ 

■nd  ateUiig  ontraiM  on  ikt  iahifciimti,  itidiirriiiilnahi 

regardless  of  the  n»yal  protections  tbey  bad  received, 
and  of  conseqtiencc  v^crc  hM  in  uiuvci*sal  abhorrence. 
.To  such  inen»  under  tbe  Colonels  Count  Donop  awl 
RahU  strangers  to  oar  hngMigg»  evr  bMU and  Mimm^ 
did  hw^  Wmm^  Skam^  oMMk  Hm  Mt  ramiK 
iMit  and  tpMtaH^Miito  of  Ua  acwyaacy ;  tacautioaa- 
ly  caiil(}Riii|»  tfeem  in  tlie  o[>en,  dflinctleia  ▼illages  of 
Trenton,  Bordentown,  Burlington,  Mount  Ilolly,  and 
the  Biack  Horse ;  and  having  made  this  injiidicious  dis- 
position to  cover  his  fronty  he  stationed  a  respectable 
detachment  of  British  troops  at  Princeton  under  General 
iMlk^Mi  Imck  wtth  bis  maia  body  to  Bfaaswick,  and 
teoMBn;  biMeir  witb  tbt  iarao  of  tbo  ^mpaign,  retiiad 
to  the  cUy  of  NefwYork,  to  indulge  kit  natural  indolence^ 
and  enjoy  the  dtlusive  pleasures  of  the  Innir  vonm  and 
the  faro  table,  until  the  fr(»8ts  of  tlic  srastm  sliouhl  bridge 
tbe  Delawai'e  for  bis  passage  to  Philadelphia.  Tiic  strong  » 
analogy  between  this  conduct  and  tliat  at  Boston,  be-* 
apeaka  aoM  aatnral  defbct#  whicb  most  bo  Sir  WUllam'a 
beat  apohig} . 

About  the  period  of  this  irruption  of  the  enemy  into  Proclanui- 
the  Jerseys,  the  commissioners,  Lord  and  Sir  William  RrJJl^h**** 
Howe,  issued  a  proclamation  ot  pardon  to  all  offenders,  commU- 
ctf  il  and  OMlitafy,  kom  4bo  private  in  the  raaka  to  the 
ckktia  cowMndf  fiw  tbo  caoMaittoa  nan  to  the  mem- 
bttp  of'Ciingma»  wbo  tvMiiBaisly  dayaakoaU  make  aub« 
bdaeian  and  take  the  oalk  of  aDegianeo  to  tbe  Britlah 
eovereign;  after  which,  it  would  appear.  Sir  William  oc- 
copied  hituficlf  more  in  receiving  the  acknowledgments 
of  repenting  sinners  than  pushing  his  militai^y  operations. 

In  the  Jerseys  a  general  defection  took  place  and  in 
Feanaylvania  it  ww  conplderable»  not  in  nombersr  but 
te-ttm  tank  and  roffl«Monhadeliwp0nts»  Indeed  tbit 
vol..  L  ^ 
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CHAP,  splendid  appenVance  and  triumphant  march  of  the  Bri- 
tish  battalions  in  jiursiiit  of  otir  half-nakeil,  sickly,  shat- 
tei*cd  force,  overspread  tiie  country  with  tern>r,  and  pa- 
triots and  sages  agonized  nndvr  iht  apprehensfon,  that 
the  moment  was  at  hand»  when  the  Congnss  wnuM  be 
compelled  to  rescind  their  pretensloiisand  pass  imilertlia 
yoke.  But  It  was  then  reniarked»  aiid  is  an  inslnietfws 
fact,  well  worthy  the  cnnstderation  of  evfry  1 1  (ujblican 
dtizvn,  that  this  dereliction  of  the  publit:  rausc  was,  in 
general^  confined  to  the  most  ojnilcnt  and  the  most  needy 
classes  of  sodetj>  (o  those  who  had  nothing  to  defend  and 
fliose  wlio  had  much  to  lose;  the  middling  class  sliewet 
more  constancy 9  more  principle,  and  more  resolntlon.  ft 
follows  tlien,  that  the  safety,  the  happiness,  the  cj)nsti* 
tiition  of  the  country  depends  on  im  (ilr)(Tity,  ami  t  hat 
extreme  poverty  and  inordinate  riciies  are  alike  unfa« 
yourablc  to  free  govemmcnts, 
IMte*  Born  with  iron  ner? es^  and  an  unbending  d%nf^  of 
l^oittion  P^*^  ^^^^^  distinguished  all  his  actions,  and  struck  Hm 
of  the     most  presumptuous  with  awe.  General  Washln.i^ton  amidst 

^'^"^E^'^  tliose  scenes  which  «« tried  men*s  «mf?s,"  serene,  traikciuil, 
anti  com-  * 

tnander  atii)  scU  jxtssessrd,  excited  the  adniiratinu  of  iiis  fol- 
"*  lowers,  and  exhibited  the  heroic  example  of  a  chief  de- 

termined to  braTe  dan^r  and  dare  death  in  support  of  a 
just  cause,  and  the  defence  of  tiie  most  precloos  rights 
lind  interests  of  mankind;  whilst  the  invincible  Urm^p 
ncss  of  Congress,  (though  torn  by  difision  on  the  great 
question  of  independence)  exhibited  to  the  world  the 
rare  example  of  a  popular  assemhly,  united  in  prin« 
ciple,  inflexible  in  purpose*  and  regardless  of  conse- 
ijuences.  Kot  to  one  man  then,  but  to  such  a  Congrssn 
and  such  n  chief,  snpported  by  the  handflil  of  brave  men 
who  adhered  to  the  cause  of  their  conntry^  mm  these 
Urtited  States  Indebted  for  the  cheap  purchase  of  their 
liberty  ;  and  I  shall  be  accjuiUed  of  vanity  when  I  ac- 
knowledge the  sweet  solace  I  derive  from  the  conscious* 
ness^  tliat  1  was  one  of  the  little  band  who  faced  the 
storm,  when  the  summer  soldier  and  the  sunshine  patrlol 
hid  tthei>^  headSf  f  n  lobbiiig  me  of  niy  coQimiSBloiif  Flo- 
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sident  Mftdtson  could  not  despoil  mc  oi  this  source  of  CHAP. 
consoUilioii*  wMP  w«»  Um  aaerillce  neccaiarjr  to  promote 

WIm  tli»«viMi»  of  StilUyaii  and  Gate  joined  Ge- 
«er«i  WaelHiigtonf  he  Ibaiiil  his  nanbere  increased^  yet 

his  (liliiciiltics  v^cre  not  sensibly  diminiHlu  d«  nor  were  liis 
pros{Kx  ts  brightenctJ:  ten  days  woultl  (ii-^baiul  his  corps, 
undloavobim  about  tuurtcen  biwdred  iuen»  miserably  pro- 
vided in  all  things.  1  saw  bin  in  that  glooaijr  |ieriody 
fitted  with  bi«b  and  alteatively  oMurlMd  bis  aspect  i  al- 
ia^ grave  aiNl  theagbtfub  he  i^ppeatcd  at  that  time 
]ieaeive  and  ■Qtomn  In  the  extreme;  bat  the  state  of 
his  mind  may  be  be  st  ascertained  by  the  following  ex- 
tracls  from  his  (di  n  snoadence.    On  llio  24tb  of  Decern-  Rxtraeta 

from 

her  he  thus  addresses  the  President  of  Congress:  «*  Thai  Wiishhi^ 
I  tkurnid  dwiU  oa  tk^  sa^^eet  ^  our  distresseSf  cannot  be  ton's  con> 
mm  diMi^rMaM^  lo  Caiigftiti,  tkan  U  m  pait^,  to  mywjf.  ^'^"^ 

aiwvmng  mfcrntoi  io  wbkh  ear  affaira  ^r»  redmcedp 
impels  me  to  tlie  nieasnre.  Inqwry  amd  iw9€9tigation,  which 
ill  most  cabc6  serve  to  develojic  and  point  out  a  rvmtdy,  iip 
ours  present  more  and  greater  difficulties.  Had  I  cnttrluin-' 
ad  ft  4tmU  ^  General  Howc'g  iuUuUons  to  pass  t/ie  Dela^ 
«wre  on  fie  4imli»ti4m  of  our  wm^  and  as  soon  as  tlie  kg 
n  mmfatj  it  menUattW  k$  doae  au*af«  M  wUreepUd 
Urfiam  a  gf^nm  FhUoddphia  (who  has  jointd  tfta 
aNMif )  to  Ait  fritnd  and  parkktr  ta  iht  eiiyf  dedarts  thai 
to  be  tJwir  design;  that  the  army  would  be  tliere  in  tcii  or 
trvenfy  days  Jroin  the  ituiluntf  the  day  of  his  writings 
^tkeut  sikQuld  be  modUp  advises  him  by  no  means  to  move 
their  iioretp  ikMt  Mcy  wmtld  be  sqfe**' — And  io  a  ietter  to 
Bobert  Mosrisy  a  man  to  whom  liie  country  owed  as 
mwck  in  the  iaoal  departnientf  as  it  did  to  General  Wash- 
ington  in  bia  military  capacity,  bearing  date  the  !l5th 
December*  ho  Uias  cxjufsses  himself:  *•  liiul  our  pros-^^ 
pects  are^  I  should  not  have  the  least  doubt  of  success  in  th& 
endf  did, the  late  tr^och^ry  and  de/ecHoaig  time  vtha 
t/MLfinamU  m  the  ^l|^p^dUfi^,  wMle  /orfnne  smiled  upam 
make mjmtfil  thatmmy  more  waMfiUow  their tm- 
fie;  who  bif  unng  their  in^mice  with  some,  and  work* 
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CHAP,  ing  upon  the  fears  of  otlurst  rnay  extend  ilu,  circle  so  as  ta 
tak»  in  whaU  totmu,  tmiUkif  nay  pvoiMCs.  Ofthbw 
have  a  reetnt  huUtRU  hi  Jmey;  and  T  wM  manf  porlr 
tff  Pr»fuy{iDania  mai^  mt  he  ready  to  rtc^  ike  yokt.*^ 

During  these  scenes  of  adversity,  ^tm  ftdNefcnottf 
active  exertions  and  p*»inilar  iiiiUH  iH  of  General  Mifflirv 
Colonel  Josejili  Reed,  and  Colonel  John  CailwaUder  of 
Fenns\lvania,  and  General  Dickenson  of  the  JcnrySf 
'  contributed  eaaentiaily  to  support  the  cause  of  the  revo- 
lutfoti.  In  this  crisis  of  our  afllkirs  Colonel  Rerdt  wfto» 
irllh  Gotonel  Cadvmlader  and  a  hady  of  FMMjlTanla 
mlHthiy      sCstioned  at  BHttol*  addressed  Hht  ttmxmm 

tier  in  chief  on  the  subject  of  an  offensive  hlow,  and  ex- 
Coloncl  pressed  himself  in  the  luUowin^^  pathetic  terms:  **Ifue 
could  possess  onrselves  of  JVtw  Jersey,  or  any  considcrabU 
letter  to  part  thereof  the  effect  waaid  he  greater  than  if  we  had  mt 
liefiiU  Maw  me  to  hepe  yem  wiil  emmli  yew  emm gaed 
judgnmid  aad  epM,  and  UdmaHtkegeodami^  y&urheati 
street  ym  to  ike  infiwenee  ef  the  ophriom  ^  mm,  ta  erney 
respect  your  inferiors,  something  must  he  do?tv  before  the. 
sixty  days  expire  which  the  commissioners  have  allowed; 
for,  however  many  affect  to  despise  it,  it  is  evident  very  se^ 
fj0M  aUealum  it  paid  io  ii,  and  I  am  eanfideni  thai  makee 
eome  mere  finouroMe  appearance  attends  our  arms  and 
eauee  hefare  that  tkaof  a  very  greed  nwmher  ef  mtf Ma  effi^ 
eers  will  fbUaw  the  example  of  Jersey,  and  take  bevejit  from 
iL  Our  cause  is  desperate  and  ho]>eless,  if  we  do  not  strike 
some  stroke:  our  affairs  are  hastening  apace  to  ruin,  if  we 
do  uot  retrieve  them  by  some  happy  event.  Belay  with  ue 
ir  nearly  equal  to  a  total  defeat,  We  tunst  not  elaglar  ear* 
edvu  to  he  kdkdiiUe  eeoariiy  and  inooiitety,  beoaate  tke 
enemy  doee  net  erm  the  river*  tke  iene  of  my  e&aofhy^  « 
wifband  four  ekUdten,  ^reepeet^and  otMunmU  I  have 
to  you,  tlie  min  and  poverty  which  mu^t  atteml  me  and 
thousands  of  otiten,  7r///  plead  my  excuse  for  so  much  free* 
dtmu**"^  .Wliatcvcr  might  have  been  the  effect  of  tills  let- 
ter on  tbe  mind  of  General  Washlnf  I6n>  it  is  a  conrk- 

*  Gardoa. 
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8i?e  testimoiij  of  tlie  judgmenty  zeal  and  patfiotkm  of  chaV; 
€alQMl  Mm40  afltrvMils  governor  of  PeiittqrliMlftj^J^L^ 
«hI  tbefdloiriif  IMwof  G0nmlWaiU«8^  to  tfaat^"^^^^ 
oftcer  Md  CdhiMl  CaiNrmlailer»  ovlncca  a  perfect  acconl 

in  opinion  wilh  Colonel  R«ed,  and  h  an  irrefragalile 
proof  of  his  entire  confidence  in  those  genUemen. 

<»D«ar8ir9 

«t  The  batfer  is  acal  A>M  In  lm<Mr  wlwilier  TMT  plaii  Qcae^ 

was  attempted  last  ni^lit,  and  If  not,  to  inform  you  that  ^^^^ 
Clirit^lmas  day  at  night,  one  hour  before  day.  is  the  time  ter  to 
lixcd  upon  for  our  attempt  on  Trenton,   t  ov  Heavaa'a  ^^'^^ 
Mke»  keep  t|iia  to  y0nrieife  aa  Ite  of  it  nay  Cad«ai» 

froft  Utai  to  «»-*^r  Mnberat  aony  am  I  to  aa jt  Mng  ^* 


tiun  I  Ind  a^y  cimoe|ittoii  of;  bot  nacettityt  dtra 

'Becessity,  trill,  nay  must,  justify  an  attock.  Preparet 
and  in  concert  with  Griffin,  attack  an  nniny  uf  their  posts 
SiS  yoii  possibly  can  with  a  pro8[)cct  of  success;  the  more 
we  can  attack  at  the  same  instant  the  more  confuaion  wa 
Btodl  spread,  and  greater  goad  will  taaiilt  from  It. 

M  If  1  had  Mtlmi  folly  oDOTkicad  befora  af  tlia  am* 
daMgaSy  I  liafe  now  aia|da  tegttoNMiy  of  tMr  ialaa- 
Itoas  to  attack  Phfladelphia,  so  soon  as  the  ice  will  afford 
the  means  of  cfinvc^ance. 

•<  As  the  colonels  of  the  continental  regiments  might 
kick  up  aome  dust  about  command,  unless  Cadwalader 
to  oooaidoMd  by  tbem  to  tie  ligbt  of  a  brigadier,  wbidi 
I  wiah  Urn  to  ba^  I  dealrad  General  Oatei^  who  to  on^ 
■%alW  and  applied  fbr  leate  to  go  to  FMtodelphia,  to 
endeatonr,  if  his  health  would  permit  him,  to  call  and 
stay  two  or  three  days  at  Bristoi  in  his  way. 

shall  not  be  particular ^  we  could  not  ripen  mat- 
tars  for  an  attack^  before  the  time  mentioned  to  tbe  first 
fdrt  of  tbia  Jotter;  aoalQciioiitofoorm,midao  nnob  fat 
vnniof  every  tbing  are  tbo  troopa  wider  BaDhraa,  te* 
The  letter  berewltk  aent,  forward  en  to  PiuladdpMa ;  t 
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CHAF.  coafd  wisb  it  to  be  in  time  Tor  ttie  southern  post's  depaf- 
y^^^^  ^01%  wbicliwiil  be  1  believe  by  11  o^clook  lMUH»nr«  ' « 

•«l«oi»  dear  flirt 

Your  tioit  obedient  servmf^  . 
GO.  WASHlNGTOir. 

"  P.  iS.  I  ha  VP  ordci'ed  our  men  to  be  provided  with 
three  day's  provisions  ready  cooked,  with  which  and 
their  blankets  they  are  tii  march ;  for  if  we  are  BHcoeeg» 
fait  vHmk  Bumn  gnmt,  and  the  eircttnintnncn  fiitmnrt 
we  may  pnah  en.  I  ahnll  direct  every  ferry  and  ford  to 
be  well  guardedf  .end  not  a  aool  stflhuad  Id  pans  wiliMMt 
an  officer's  going  down  with  the  permit  Do  the  same 
with  you. 

<«  2b  Jauph  Seedt  ttq*  and  in  hit  abienei  to  John  Cai' 
walader,  €sq.  oaf^i  BrUtU/* 

wiikinsoa  Wb«ii  I  joined  the  troops  under  General  Wa8buigton« 
'^I'cuir'c  I         General*  St.  Glair  near  bend  quarters,  and  re^ 

brigade,  siimed  my  station  of  brigade  major  in  bis  family,  but  at 
Genenil  Gates's  particular  request,  1  obtained  permission 
to  accompany  him  to  Newtown,  Bucks  county  where  bo 
took  quarters.  On  the  2id  December  be  infMrmed  nm 
be  ahovld  the  next  day  net  ont  for  Bnltf  niore^  and  preen* 
ed  me  to  acoonpany  bim  aa  far  as  PhHadeiphia.  I  ac^ 
cordingly  applied  to  Genend  St.  Clair  for  leave,  who  ob-^ 
terved  that  lie  should  ^'iiare  no  ubJcLtiou,  ij  he  did  ru^ 
think  it  interested  my  Jionour,  at  that  time,  to  revium  with 
the  brigade.^^  This  was  incomprehensible  tu  me,  and  not 
understanding  ity  1  laid  less  stress  upon  it  than  I  ought 
to  bare  dene.  I  however  determined  to  abandon  ail 
tbonghta  of  the  ride  to  Philadeipbiai  bnt  when  I  vialftul 
Aeeompa-  Newtown  the  next  morning  to  take  leave  of  GeneraL 
rlj'c^tes"  Gates,  I  was  prc\  iiiied  on  to  change  my  purpose,  and  wo 
to^Phila-  set  out  for  the  city  the  same  day.  On  llie  road  the  Ge- 
neral appeared  much  depressed  in  mind,  and  frequently 
exprceaed  the  oplnlon»  that  while  General  Washington 
was  watebing  the  enemy  nbovn  Trenton^  they  wonld  prl« 
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vately  construct  batteaiix,  pass  the  Delaware  in  his  rmTf  CHAF. 
and  takA  ptwittiwiiTn  of  Phiiatldphia  before  be  was  aware 
of  the  mofmetit ;  and  thai  iiutead  of  vaialj  attempting  ^^'^^^ 
to  atop  Mr  Wilttaai  Bowo  at  tbe  DeUware,  General 
WMilf«loo  o^gkt  to  ivlira  (o  the  oootli  of  the  Soaqvo* 
tama,  and  tboro  form  on  army ;  lo  aM  it  woo  hio  to* 
tentioH  to  propose  this  measure  to  Congress  at  BaItU 
more,  and  urged  ine  to  accompany  him  to  that  pliice* 
The  pfopufiitton^  after  eighteen  mouth's  absence  from 
hm»t  was  fnmptlo||[x  but  my  doty  forbade  the  thiNigiit* 
Horoo  dwk  whm  we  cotend  VtmH  otroa^oodlt^fpflor-  r.ionmy 
oi  00  if  wo  M  pHMtittBi  o  wiMomow^  Immo;  mmk^^ 


tlio  ilenco  oii4  atttlMa  whkli  pm«M%  tlHit  tU 

dropping  of  a  stone  would  have  been  heard  several 
squares,  and  the  hoofs  of  oor  horses  resounded  in  all  di- 
rections. We  alighted  at  the  City  tavern  (now  the  Coffee 
hawe,)  wtiero  some  tinpleaaant  altercation  took  place  bo* 
tmmn  tho  Ctaorol  ood  aoveral  sentlonon  wbo  called  on 
hm,  «im1  wove  comiocled  with  coHaio  ootaUM  wbo  lioi 
recently  joined  the  oneny.  Afler  tbey  retired^  be  wrote 
a  letter  to  the  commander  in  chiefs  with  which  he  charged 
me,  and  I  took  Jrave  of  him.    I  was  on  lioi  seljark  early 
tlie  next  mornini^  and  reached  Newtown  about  2  oVlock. 
On  my  arrival  there  I  discovered,  to  my  surprise,  that  ts  th^; 
eenoral  Woohington  liod  trooafemd  bia  ^oartoro  to  tl^  ^i^- 
fkiDB,  and  had  kuoatif  marcbod  with  tho  troops  in  that  from 
MB^faboorfaood.  Pfom  CoIomI  Honton»  the  QoaeraIVs 
secretary,  who  had  been  left  in  charge  of  his  papers,  1  Gencnl 
received  the  necessary  directions,  and  proceeded  in  quest  ti^.***^* 
of  the  troops,  whose  route  waM  easily  traced,  as  tliere  was 
n  iitUe  snow  on  tlie  ground,  which  was  tii^god  bore  and 
Ihere  with  blood  from  tbe  foot  of  tho  pea  who  wore 
liohoa  ohoesw  I  gel  np  with  iiQr  brigade  near  WCom^ 
hny  ahoot  4kukf  and  inquiring  for  the  commander 
in  chief,  was  directed  to  his  (quarters,  i  found  liiin  alune 
with  his  wiiip  in  his  hand,  prepared  to  mount  his  horse, 
which  I  perceived  as  I  entered ;  when  1  presented  the 
letter  of  6ononl  Gatift  to  hiou  boforo  ficeivlBg  i^  hD 
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left  him  this  moming  id  Philadelphia.^  ^  What  im  h» 
doing  there  ?"  «  I  understood  him  that  be  wa^  on  his 
way  to  Congress."  He  earnestly  repeated  On  his  ^\  ay 
to  Congress  Uien  hroke  the  scaty^and  I  made  mjr  hour 
ami  jaimd  OtumLSI.  Ckir  on  the  baol^  oC  4h«  i^ivM^ 
Enter-        JBoala  wan  in  mailiiiffraBt  and      ttnoM  bsaaa  lia  cnm 

^mtM'  of  the  frasty  the  darkness  of  tba  nigh^  the  wiuck 
inade  during  tlic  opLiatiuiiy  and  a  high  wind,  rendered 
the  passa]^  oi  the  river  extremely  difficult  5  and  but  for 
the  ateiiU>riau  lungs  and  extraordinary  exertions  of  Co- 
knei&«ox»*  it  could  not  have  haea  effected  in  seaaott  to 
ftvoiur  the  entarprisa;  indaad  wa  vara  too  late  to  have 
aooceeded  agaiaat  m  eaeniy  lasa  oaglifQiii  and  less  se* 
cQFff  for  it  was  4  o'clock  before  tha  troops  were  fomod 
and  put  in  motion^  at  which  time  it  hcgan  to  hail  and 
snow. 

The  disposition  of  attack  was  made  for  two  columnsj 
the  left  led  hy  the  commandeer  in  chteff  who  was  accumpa. 
nied  by  Generals  fiord  Stirlins»  Greensi  Mcrceri  and  Sle- 
venst  to  make  a  clrcait  by  the  Penntogton  roadf  (A)  and 
asaault  by  King's,  now  Greene  street  (B) ;  the  Hght,  un-t 
der  Majitr-general  Sullivan,  which  included  the  brig;uiu  of 
St,  Clair,  to  keep  the  river  roud  by  Grenerai  Dickensuu'a 
house  (C)  and  enter  llie  town  by  Water  street  (D).  To 
give  time  for  General  Washington  to  effKt  hia  detoutp'* 
thai  the  nttacfc  might  be  simiiltaneon^  GeneFal  SnUiraB 
wna  ordered  to  halt  for  a  few  minutes  at  the  cross  road* 
which  leads  to  HowelPs  ferry  (Fj,  where  he  arrived 
about  tv\ilight.  booFi  atlcr  tlic  halt,  it  was  discuvered 
by  Captain  John  Glover  of  the  Marblebead  regiment^ 

*  Aftemide  Major-geacral  Knoa,  tad  leefetafy  of  wm  nndst 
Pnsidmt  WiAingtofc 

.    t  Ait  AOas^  Ke.  tr. 
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Mt  im  finag  <  iiiiitiMi    Vbe  MMarieaHra  was  maile 

to  General  SuiliVBll  in  presence  of  General  St.  Clair  and 
the  officeTB  of  their  suites.  SuIUyeii  ca^t  a  look  at  Siu- 
ckur  and  obserTedp  <<Wbat  is  to  be  done?"  wlio  inrtant* 

ilMuy>*»  W^omiRttdMdf  GolimdSterklnooinnii^ 

their  muskets  as  they  moved  on  in  the  best  manner  in 
their  p<:)wer,  whicli  occasioned  a  good  deal  of  sqtitbbing^; 
in  the  mean  tkne  an  officer  was  despatched  to  apprise  tbo 
Ctooeral  of  the  stela  of  mur  am,  iHto  ntmmed  for  an- 
iwer  life  aiMi^eiiBp  CMmol  BaiMot  WM,  that  we 
aunt  Maifaaee  cliti|;e.'»  It  wit  now  broad  ihij» 
and  the  storm  beat  Tiolentljin  our  faces ;  the  attack  had 
commenced  on  the  left,  and  wi^  immediately  answered 
by  Colonet  Stark  in  our  front,  who  forced  the  enemy's 
]pfcket»  and  pressed  it  into  the  town,  oar  colamn  being 
dose  at  bis  heels.  Tbe  eneaiy  aiade  a  momeatarj  shew 
of  resistaiice  by  awfldand  uaiHreeted  ire  flraai  the  win* 
dowa  of  thdr  ffoarters  which  they  abandoned  as  we  ad- 
^anced,  and  made  an  attempt  to  form  in  the  main  street* 
which  might  have  succeeded  but  for  a  six  gun  battery 
opened  by  Captain  T.  Forest^f  under  the  immediate  or- 

« 

*  The  platoon  oiSccfS  ciitiedlhMet  at  that  time* 
t  Captain  Pkirait  emaaMiided  oof  aiittiery  on  that  OMBiotiUe  ee- 
caal«e,fnid  IbUoved  the  aATsaaa  ef  the  left  oehiina i  GeMnd  Waih* 
ii^iM  haft  aair  the  fiaat;  As  he  appmrthid  the  vUh^  be  lo- 
Ottiied ef  an  iabahilia^  who  vaa choppkig  wood  by  the  loadaSde. 
"  Which  way  !■  the  Heaahui  picket)^  '<  1  don't  know,"  replied  the 
citizen,  waiving  an  answer.  '*  Toa  may  apeak,"  said  CaptMO  Forest, 
^  for  that  ia  Qeaeral  Wasbington."  The  astonished  man  fataed  hia 
hands  to  heaTcn,  and  exclaimed  '*  God  blesa  and  prosper  you,  Sir;— 
the  picket  is  in  that  house,  and  the  sentry  stands  near  that  trw.** 
Captain  W:ishinglon  immediately  received  uii  order  to  dislodge  it^ 
which  be  executed  witfi  prompiitudc,  ^d  ihc  artillery  bcin^  unllm- 
bered,  the  column  proceeded.  When  Forest^s  battery  was  opened, 
the  General  kept  on  the  left,  and  advanced  u  iih  it,  giving  oiijccU  of 
dircclion  to  his  ftrc;  his  position  was  u.n  exposed  on«,  and  he  vi^as  fre- 
qaently  intrcated  to  fiiU  back,  of  which  he  took  no  Dotice:  be  had 

VOL.  I.  R 
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ders  of  General  Washin^toii.  at  the  head  oi  King's  street, 
which  annoyed  tlie  enemy  in  various  directions ;  and  the 
decision  of  Captain  William  Washington «^  wiiOf  aecondrt 
eil  by  LteMteiwiil  JaoMsMoiiroeft  M  IIm  wlfmiiaadgwif 
Qf  the  left  coloimiy  peroeivliig  thiit  tlia  mn^j  mm  «H 
dmivowrtn^  to  form  a  battery*  rasM  fawtfiy.diQre  tha 
artillerists  from  their  .^uns,  and  took  two  pieces  in  Uio 
act  of  fli'ini^.  These  ofTircrs  were  both  wounded  m 
this  cJiarice;  the  Captain  in  his  wrist,  ilie  Iticutenaat 
ihraugli  the  Amky  fuciot  bis  slioulder.  These  particuUH 
acto  of  gallantry  hava  never  been  Mtaced*  and  yet  tb^. 
cottld  not  havB  been  too  highly  apprectateil>  for  if  tba^liat 
my  ha<l  (^ot  bts  artillery  into  operation  in  a  narrow  atreefc 
it  mi;jjiil  li;ive  cdt'cked  our  muvtnient,  and  given  him 
time  to  iorni  and  reflect;  and  if  he  had  retired  across 
the  bridge  in  his  I'ear  and  taken  post^  iie  would  hava 
placed  a  defile  between  ue*  wbich  in  oar  half  nailed*  half 
ih>zen  coadilioib  he  .oaght  to  have  deliended  agMo*^ 
utmost  eflbrlsy  and  we  in  tarn  might  have  been  compell- 
ed to  retreat;  wiiich  would  have  been  fatal  to  us ;  but 
while  1  I'ender  justice  to  the  services  of  Foref?t,  W^ashing- 
ton  and  Monroe,  I  must  not  withhold  due  praise  from  the 
dauntieas  Starfc*  who  dealt  deatli  wherever  he  found  rer 
eistaacey  and  brolie  down  all  oppoaltion  befi»re  him. 

Pressed  in  front*  and  hearing  our  fire  approach  on  their 
lefty  a  troop  of  dragoons,  with  about  five  hundred  in&n- 
try,touk  to  llie^ht  ;lh  oss  tlic  Assanpink,  ;uid  joined  Cuunt 
l)«)nop  at  Bordt  iiLowd:  and  Colonel  Eahl,  while  exerting 
himself  to  form  his  dismayed  and  disordered  corpsi  bciug 
ahot  from  his  horse»  the  main  body  retired  by  their  rj|;ht 


ttirned  the  guns  on  il.e  retreating  eneniy>  when  to  an  order  for  the 
discliHrge  of  cannisler,  Captain  Forest  observed,  •*  Sir,  they  hav9 
ttntck'*  Struck!"  replied  the  General.  "Yes/'  said  Forest,  **  tJieir 
colours  arc  rhisn.**  "  So  the  v  nre,"  observed  the  c!iicf,  and  fpiUoped 
towards  tbeiu,  tblioucd  by  Forest  and  las  whole  COinuiand«  who for  a 
momcp.l  left  their  guns  to  sec  the  bhow. 

*  Afterwards  p:rc.itly  diaUoguisbed  as  iO  officer  of  CAT«iiy»  and 

aliice  a  Brigadier-general.  ^ 

t  How  Kcreury  of  stste. 


r 


Digitized  by  Google 


GENEBAL  WILKINSON.  i$i 

Bp  the  Assanpinky  with  the  apparent  inclination  to  escape  chap. 
to  Princeton.    General  Washington  instantly  threw  the 
brave  Colonel  Hand  with  tiis  distinguished  rifle  corps  in 
their  way  (G);  and  the  Virginia  troo|»  under  those  gal- 
tent  ottcem  CoIomIb  Sottt  and  Lnvion,  witk  Joainli  nn4 
Bidnufd  Pwrker,  baffog  gained  tbeir  left  (M),  after  eom 
iactaatlon  fn  tMr  aowianli»  tbey  balM,  inwd  in 
order  ol* batiks  with  their  front  to  the  south  (I)»  ami  order- 
ed their  arms,  which  after  a  summons  fi*om  the  General, 
and  a  short  pau8e»  they  agreed  to  surrender  at  discre- 
tion.  1  knd  bean  despatched  to  General  Washington  for 
oriirByand  mdn  ni^te  bin  al  tbe  UMment  Colonel  Rabi»  Colonel 
•upported  by  a  iUe  of  aergeanta*  wat  preaeating  bia  u^);^^ 
Bword.  On  my  appiWMdN  tbe  conunander  in  chief  took  oomaui- 
me  by  the  hand,  and  obserTed,  *^  Major  B'tlkijiaon,  iUia  is  bounded, 
ft  glorioug  day  for  our  country,"  his  rotintenance  beam-  tna^ 
ing  with  complacency ;  whilst  the  uniurtunate  Kahly  who  P''*'^'' 
tbe  daj  bafbm  iMMdd  not  ha*racbaqged  £Ntanea  witb^blaiv 
n«iw  paky  bleeding  and  covered  witb  bloody  in  broken  ae^ 
eenti  aeemed  to  liplere  tboae  atlentiona^  whicb  tbo  vliv 

tor  was  well  disposed  to  bestow  on  him.    How  awful  the 
contrast  ^  what  a  sad  memento  of  the  cab u allies  of  mili- 
tary life.  Such  are  thy  blessings,  O  Wae! — such  tbe 
glories  and  tbe  golden  froiti  « iilooked  kom  tbe  cannon'o" 
inontb.'' 

In  tbia  afibir  m  bwt  no  ofloer^  and  those  before  men- 
tioned  with  foor  men  only  were  wounded,  two  were  kill- 
ed, and  one  frozen  to  d^  ath  ;  our  tropliies  were  four  stand 
of  colours,  twelve  drums,  six  brass  lieid  jiieccs,  a  thou- 
sand stand  of  arms  and  accoutrements,  and  our  priscmers 
tweatj-tbreeofiicers  and  almost  1,000  non-commissioned 
otBcers  and  privates ;  Colonel  Rahl  and  six  other  offi<- 
cers,  witb  about  40  men,  were  killed.  Tlie  execution  of 
this  entcrpi  izc,  reflected  Idgh  honour  on  General  Wash- 
ington, but  his  triumph  was  abrid.c;ed  by  the  failure  of 
two  simultaneous  attacks;  one  from  Bristol  under  Gene- 
rat  Cadwalader»  and  the  other  by  Trenton  ferry  under 
General  Irwing>  which  made  a  part  of  bis  plan.  Thoso 
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CHAP,  officers  employed  every  exertion  to  cross  the  i  ivcr,  but 
were  baffled  by  the  ice,  and  in  consequence  the  fojitives 
escaped  from  Trenton^  and  Count  Donop^  witli  the  de« 
Uchmtiits  Mm,  wan  «iiiMe4  to  Mke  pnod  hkt  Mireat 

iMive  %M»  swept 
This  was  a  despmie  vnta^kin^,  justified  by  tke  4e« 

plorable  state  of  our  adkiiv^  and  worthy  the  chief  who 
projected  it.    1  have  never  doubted  that  he  had  resolved 
to  stake  his  life  on  the  issue.   The  joy  diffused  througli* 
the  union  kj  tile  euccessIM  nitack  ageinsl  TreBlsa» 
leaHiMM  the  ttarid  fMMiis  ef  Ite  meloMDiiy  snd  tavU 
Ptt^'ie     goraiei  the  oenMsnoe  of  tke  reseltfie*  ftHhi  end  eef^ 
pr^uce'd  fci^gs  stlll  in  prospcct,  were  considered  the  price  of  in- 
by  liie      dependence,  and  every  faithful  citizen  was  willing  to  make 
ofihe*    the  sacrifice.    Success  had  triumphed  oTer  despondcncy> 
UosUoi.  And  the  heedless,  headlong  entbusisen,  whk>b  led  the 
eobirfste  to  sras»  hsd  ssttM  dom  into  k  eeber  sense 
iheir  oonditiOD»  sad  n  dellhento  i«eol«tlon  to  nudnteift 
^e  contest  at  erery  bnxerdy  and  nnder  every  privation. 
The  general  impulse  excited  by  passion  was  now  approv- 
ed by  reason,  and  the  American  community  began  toieei 
and  act  like  a  nation  determined  to  be  tree, 
vmia  nU  ®^  PUladeliihiaf  who  shewed  n  good  eomi- 

litia croM  temnce  in  the  worst  of  tinMe^  were  deeply  chagftned  b»> 
cause  th^  coold  not  co-operate  with  the  continental 
troops  on  the  t6th  Deoenheri  hat  lietn^  elated  by  our 
success,  tliey  became  impatient  for  action,  and  crossed 
Dec2r.    the  Delaware  near  Bristol,  to  tlte  number  of  1,800,  under 
Brigadier-general  Cadwalader,  and  took  post  at  Cross^ 
wwk's;  wkilst  «  siariisr  iioniher>  drawn  kj  Oenvral 
Bliittn  firooi  the  dfy  and  adjacent  coantieSy  croased  at 
▼arious  places,  and  rendeavonsed  at  Bordentown  about 
tionson         same  time.  At  this  ci  f  fitful  epoch  the  masterly  fnd«:j'- 
^^^'.'^^    ment  of  General  Washini^ton  seems  to  have  been  beguiled 
ton*8  ae^  hy  Iiis  good  fortune,  or  tlic  ])aTiic  of  the  enemy  after  tlm 
'Bond       affair  of  Trenton  ;  for  we  find  him  again  preparing^^  to 

*  See  hi*  letter  to  the  PKeaidettt  of  Cengicw,  Dec-  29. 


the  l>elai> 
ware. 
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try  to  break  up  more  of  their  quarters;  and  in  a  wordt 
in  every  instance  adopt  snch  measures  as  the  exiirieDcy 

♦  o      J  crossing" 

of  our  affairs  require*  and  our  situalioii  will  jiiBt^|r."  the  oe- 
Tim  oniiiiwl  diflpMiUoin  of  this  dirtw^hfd  chiitf  


Iff  MlfdMM  komwr  ^pMliM  pwrfiiiji 

clft  maip^ctiPBf  digplajt^  UMlf  in  AIb  case ; 

would  hardly,  witiiout  any  very  material  cliange  in  their 
physical  force,  ^ve  ventured  to  advance  on  the  enemy  be- 
fore whom  he  ha4  so  recently  retreated*  and  placed  a 
lsr|^  idvcr  i||*ilHB  rear,  which  wis  daily  expected  to  |m 

hiiiHHtf  f^jml  lie  soi^"  with  a  corpa  iiiiiiMOf4)|H4^ 
fstiir  to  lM;/ot  ths  snwiy  1m  liis  fimftf  and  In  point  of 

equipment  and  efficiency^  with  all  the  disadvantages  of 
in>Iiti;i  uppa^ed  to  the  veteran  troops  of  Europe  in  0(1111- 
pmgt^i  yet  under  the  guidance  and  protection  of  that 
Ckid  in  whom  lie  placed  his  trw^  k»  extricated  himself 
firw  tbis  teporato  aitosltoiit  If  oonwtli^  his  11^ 
a  «  mse  4e  gmtt^  mlkk  disniajrsd  wd  dlsiissrtotd 
ilio  oiMaiy»  snd  soddesly  deprived  thstt  of  all  their  ac- 
quisitions south  of  Brunswick. 

Pursuant  to  his  resolution,  General  Washington  on 
Jdonday  morning  the  ,&Oth  of  December,  1776,  agato 
,cnno0d  the  Delawsret  aad  took  post  at  Treatoai  hat 
awiag  to  the  dniliag  iccw  the  jawi^t  of  the  riw  h«l 
jhecoBie  oxtreaMy  dUBcalt  and  ftitigBii^  aad  the  rear  of 
the  troops  did  not  join  him  before  the  next  evening.    In  I>ee.  3L 
the  course  of  that  day.  Colonel  Joseph  Roed,  with  a  re-  ^^^^  ^ 
coanoitrii\g  party  of  twelve  dragoons,  was  sent  out  to  Joseph 
)iiifiirB  lor  the  eiieaqr»of  whoai  Geaaral  Washington  had  f^^^^^frf 
,ap  certain  advice;  and  beiag  well  ac^aainted  with  the  d^^^^ont 
«enntr79  he  surpriBed  a  eomaiiiBaigr  aad  fhraglng  party,  phUadeL 
I'Consisting  precisely  of  equal  noniherSy  whon  he  charged  phia  itt 
and  made  prisoners  without  tljc  loss  o!  a  man,  and  after 
a  few  hour's  absence,  returned  with  every  trooper  his  pri- 
soner behind  him.    This  little  act  of  decisive  gallantry, 
perforaed  by  indepeadent  gentlemeD*  tended  to  increase 
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coMiieuM  of     troo|M»  and  cnrMaly  raftecM 

tfma  the  polHMie  flUjIrrt'troop  ofPhiUMphia,  thpn  coiii<^ 
liiaiided  by  that  respectable  r.itizen  Boldier  Captain  Sa* 
inncl  Morris.  Frnin  that  periuti  the  eHect  of  the  esprit 
4ii^corp§  iias  been  manifest  in  this  troop,  and  it  will  never 
loio  its  Btrited  superiority  so  long  ms  itn»iolimfBudi  ol 
lliar>ltower  of  the  firat  city  d  tlie^ttiuoiiy  receim 
tbe  opdere  of  such  a  iiMnlf»  iioiomUe»  anicilt  soldierM 
Captain  Gbaries  RoaSf  whose  esael  ^scipline,  prompil^r 
tude  and  vigilance  in  the  late  war,  sujijuiried  the  auciont 
repute  of  the  tniop,  and  although  unnoticed,  give  him 
and  the  gentlemen  of  his  command  strong  claims  to  pnhlia 
distinction.  nfinito 
^eni  The  inforHmthm  yeoetvsd  from  the  priaonqrs»  separate* 
^Jn's  em.  ^7  cxainin«<U  •f       enemy's  ssperinrityf 

i>arra»g-  and  his  intcntiun  to  a(h  aiire  upon  lis,  wliich  wouUl  put 
retolo**"^  General  Washington  in  a  criiical  situation.  1\)  make  a 
safo  retreat  was  impracticable,  should  the  enemy  act  with 
isnergy ;  and  if  it  could  be  etbcted  at  ail,  it  would  depre- 
,clato  the  Iniuenoe  of  antecedent  auccessesi  and  check^tbs 
Tising  spirit  of  .  the  community ;  on  the  other  hand  to  give 
battle  under  the  circumstances  of  the  manifest  inequality 
wiiich  existed,  would  be  to  liazard  the  annihilation  of  the 
Grand  Jinny,  an  event  the  most  dangerous  of  all  to  the 
public  cause;  in  this  awful  conjuncture  the  resolution 
adopted  was  the  most  acceptable  (o  the  feeliagB  of  a 
soldier.  Brigadiar-geacrals  Miflla  awl  Cadwaladttr  wens 
^ordered  to  join  the  General,  and  be  determined  to 'pro* 
crastinate  the  combat,  until  nii;lit  if  jn  acticable,  but  to 
take  post  in  A,  A,  A,  behind  the  Assanpink,f  a  creek 
which  divided  the  small  village  of  Trenton ;  to  waH 
the  enemy's  advance,  and  avail  himself  of  circum- 

•  This  detaclim??nt  consisted  of  2(1  l.icut.  .Tames  Budflen,  Comet 
John  iJnnlap,  Thomas  Lcipcr,  1st  sergt.,  S  unMel  Howell,  jun.  1st  cor- 
poral, James  Hunter,  2d  coi-poral,  Tfcorf^c  Campbell,  John  Donnald- 
soti,  Tliomas  ivicrs,  William  Pollard,  Samuel  Caldwell,  Beojainin 
Itandolph,  John  I/ardncr. 

t  See  Atlas,  No.  Ul. 
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aUapes;  that  is,  to  Hght  and  di^  if  he  could  not  conquer  chap, 
it  «xtiioalB  liittMiC  with  liMKim  Wh^  the  mriiitiap 
ma  USum  W  ontor  ap  Mifltta  and  CaiwUiiir>  m  iMvy 
datftpbamt  onto  Brimidiaauyaffal  4a  Baaha  Fimoy «  PotitiMtr 

consisting  of  six  pieces  of  artillery  under  Captain  T.  gnoiet. 
Forest,  Hand's  l  iilemen,  a  Virginia  corps  under  Colo- 
nel Charles  Scott^f  and  the  German  battalion  of  Uaua- 
9<:gg<^|  «M  ardapiii  Ibrwafdy  aad  took  paaMit  the  Flaa 
Ifib  fwh  B>wtbi^d:md»  innMBg  4la»pialttt  <a  <iK 
iriUage  oftMaidMhaad,  C,  wWat  fh«MliiMr^ih» 
enemj  were  as?»im%ted  in  Princeton^  with  its  aiiiaiiiiiii 
giKii  d  at  ('()(  'iriinVs,  1),  and  its  j)atr(i|(.s  m  itrotion  as  Tar 
kii  Ut6  l^ighL  iVitic  ruti.  Such  was  the  p^ibition  ui  tiio  two 
mrailcs  on  the  night  of  tlie  1st  of  JanuaiXf  17'f*  Gresi^  ^ 
ainHlataa  teil  haaii'  siade  tha  |MFatadiug  atairfi^.laiaNliM 
tha^cMMlMirtid^'Iroopat  whoae  tem  of  "aaiPHoa»llstpi#lfii^  ai 
^9iMock,  P.  M.  to  remain  with  the  General,  and  stick 
py  llie  cause  ul  liic  Lnimtry;  the  men  wert'  adilressed  by  aitidcom- 
toinjjjuiirs,  regiments,  Lrigades  and  di\isi()ns,  and  iinally  Srce*'* 
atier  all  the  persuasive  arts  were  exhausted,  1,200,  or 
i^oo  cmuantad  to  aogiafo  tor  an  additipnal  tbLitmtltf  itvt 
t]ia.maipt  of  ten  doHara  boun^i  this  vaa^vofMaaaiiilyv 
eoncedad  by  the  Gew<ral>  whoae  whale  IbreatheneoHalat- 
ed  of  this  number  of  continental  troops,  engaged  for  six 
weeks,  and  3,500  or  600  Pennsylvania  volunteer  mili- 
tia; that  of  the  enemy  was  estimated  at  8^000  comba- 
tants, artillery,  dragoons,  and  in&ntry  duly  pnifiafflian- 
ed:  how  dMdAiI  the  odda»  how  afonM  the  anooeeding 
dajf  on  which  the  fhte  of  General  Washington,  and  his 
army,  might  have  been  decided,  but  for  the  obstinate  re- 
sistance of  a  handful  of  brave  nu d,  ati<]  the  workings  of 
Heaven  in  the  breast  of  Lord  Cornwailis. 


*  This  maiii  like  De  Woedtke,  turned  out  a  worthiest  dninktrd, 
ftldiough  he  wore  the  croix  de  St.  Louit. 

t  Afterwardi  Brifadier<geoeral  and  lategovernor  of  Kentuoky. 

4  Who  did  spl  M|ttU  hiMelf  with  lepntslaoo*  aad  was  aftfltwaidi 
caihkrcd. 
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vCHAF.        Hwoy  MaiM*  if  tha  tmnumM^ammt 

tlic  giMMiii  nimr  minuKBB,  m  the  night  of  the  first,  and 

about  12  o'clock)  in  returnin^s^  from  the  rear  to  tlie  frent, 
'  '     he  met  General  Fermoy  on  hm  way  to  Trenton;  the 
enemy  were  in  motion  early  on  the  &df  and  ahoi^^nme 
a  ■mnntitd  yi^pw^  beloBgii^  to  the  ad?ancMl 
pnmil  of  II  dliMi  of     MM  ef  tfaaltt  nm 
pkl»latMiidMdiead9aidw«a«lmtfiNiittliislmii^  Cm 
hearing  this  shot,  th«  advanoed  party  at  Five  Mile  run, 
itood  to  their  armsy  but  missing  the  General,  some  em- 
harrassmcnt  ensued,  which  was  «oon  removed  by  Major 
Gallantry  MiUoTy  and  Colonei  Hand  took  the  cownuyid  of  the 
Htnd^'"'^^  troaya^  and  retired  leisurd^  Mora  ^  eaemjFriiatiL^ 
Mili^l^or  ^^'^'^  reecivad  firam  tim  ( iiiiandm  in  cUaft  la  dia> 
the  rifle  ^  tfcagiaand  wharapjactfcahlag  Colanal 

<^tp**     Hand  then  faced  aboiitf  and  advanced  to  meet  the  enemyt 
^lien  a  flkil'flU^  commenced*  that  w^s  continued  at  inter? 

•  General  MlUer,  late  of  Baltimore,  who  was  difitinguJahed  for  his 
cool  bravery  wherever  he  served,  and  certainly  possessed  the  entire. 

confidence  of  General  Washing-ton. 

I  Extract  of  a  letter  from  a  respectable  inbibitant,  dated  Lavrence- 
viti^t  Jlu^st  2^ei^  1816 : — 

On  ihe  2d  of  January,  1777,  Ihc  British  army  advanced  from 
Frinceton,  preceded  by  mounted  Hessian  yagers,  wlxo  fell  in  witli 
Elias  Hunt,  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  in  advance  of  the  American 
picket,  who  was  posted  opposite  the  church  in  Maidenhead  (now 
lAWfcncc),  in  his  primle  duelling  house,  hiifiunilf  bsTingf  previout* 
lydmnrfidK.  Hant  wm  moanHdb  pmmA  by  a  pw^r  of  toia 
lifidlipaidtillha  haipumd  thajpwd*«iMior  wUob  nw  in  ad*- 
faaca  of  tba  lait  with  hit  avoid  mady  to  »tko  tha  Uow»  when  the 
guard  fired  and  wounded  hioiy  bat  be  did  not  fall  from  bia  horse.  At 
tbia  Une  a  bugle  sounded  in  the  letrt  and  ha  attempted  to  retunif 
btttaaeeond  fire  killed  the  Imtm  and  fiiar:  thifelMp|MiwdabmR 
Ite^loek,  A.  M.  Howe's  arttf  oaaHeaad  to  advance  till  they  caaie 
to  what  is  called  the  Five  Mile  run,  where  a  guard  was  also  stationed^ 
and  some  skirmishing^ensued  with  Colonel  Hand's  riflemen,  who  then 
retreated,  and  made  a  it  ind  on  the  south  side  of  Shabb;tkong  crcelt, 
inawoodon  both  sidtLS  of  thi:  [na  l,  arid  continued  to  annov  the  Rr's- 
tish  army,  until  they  arrived  wiiirm  a  mile  of  Trenton.  The  Hniisb 
army  did  not  quarter  or  encamp  wlih  usi  they  perfofmed  tUe  Qiarcb 
beiwccn  sun  and  sun  on  the  same  day." 
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^mli  tiffo^gkoHt  the  day^  in  which  Gulonel  Hand's  rifle-  chap. 
■en  ami  Oaplaia  Porafa  artillory  ware  partkolarly 
iMmgtMmd.  TV  right  bank  of  tlia  rivnlai  of  ShaMNi^ 

kong  was  at  that  period  covered  with  a  close  wood  a  mile 
in  deptliy  witilsl  the  opposite  side  presented  open  tli  ids; 
Colonel  Handy  who  brouc^ht  up  the  rear  with  his  riUeiuen, 
determtned  to  waste  aa  much  time  as  possible  for  the  eno* 
mj  at  tbia  point;  h»  acoordingij  accreted  hia  men  some 
diatance  within  tlie  woodi  e»  on  the  llanka  of  the  nrnd, 
poating  Major  Miller  on  the  left,  and  in  peraon  takini^ 
command  on  the  right:  in  this  position  he  waited  fur 
the  flank  ainl  advanced  guards  of  the  enemy,  until  they 
came  within  point  blank  shot,  and  then  he  opened  a 
deadly  fire  kom  hia  amhuahy  which  broke  and  forced 
tbem  back  in  great  confoslon  on  the  main  Mff  doae- 
ly  pursued  by  the  ritemem  The  boMneaa  of  this  ma- 
noeuvre menacing  a  general  attack^  Induced  the  ene- 
my to  form  in  order  of  hiitlle,  d,  d,  to  bring  up  his 
artillery,  and  open  a  battery  with  which  he  scoured  the 
wood  for  half  an  koiir  before  he  entered  it ;  this  ope- 
ration conanmad  two  bonviy  dnring  whick  time  the  Hllo 
.  corpa  took  breath*  and  were  ready  to  renew  tka  aldr* 
m&di.  The  brigade  of  General  St.  Clfdr^  witb  two  pieces  Foiltimi 

of*  St 

of  artillery,  I  think  under  Captain  Sera;'eant,f  were  as-  (;i;ii,>^. 
signed  to  liic  defeuce  of  the  foi'ds  of  the  Assanpink,  brigade 
hf  by  b»  b,  on  the  right  of  our  lino:  the  enemy^s  flankers  ^J^itoa. 
reconnoitred  those  ford%  but  finding  them  goardedy  join- 
ed tiielr  main  body:  my  atation  gave  me  a  fair  view  of 
the  left  flank  of  the  enemy's  columof  after  It  bad  passed 
the  wood  from  Shabbakong,  and  wheeled  to  their  right 
on  the  margin  of  the  higli  ground,  K,  whkli  leads  to 
Trenton.    About  lialf  a  mile  ttdvaTiced  fpoin  the  northern 
extremity  of  the  buildings  of  this  place,  on  tiic  old  road 
to  Princeton»  there  is  a  raTine,  P»  which  crosses  the 
load  at  right  anglea,  and  descends  to  the  plain  of  Aa- 
sanplok ;  on  the  south- western  verge  of  this  hollow,  our 
advanced  party  made  their  last  stands  in  which  the  Vir- 

•  See  Atl:is  No.  IV. 
3ince  guvernor  of  the  fiilifvisippi  Urrttory. 
VOL.  I.  S 
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GSAP.  ^tif«  trnopsi  uniier  ColoiMto  Seott  ud  LawM  mm!  Ma^ 

jor8  Josiah  and  Richard  Parker,  with  Forest  aud  bis 


field  iru  res,  distinguished  theiiibclves. 

^'"'^ii.  The  battery,  covered  bv  about  si^C  hundred  men,  opcji- 
Dear  Trail*  i 

ton  dc-     cd  on  tho  coiunn  of  the  eneiny»  and  was  ]ireaenily  an- 
ftcribed.    ^^f^  b/  «  coiinter-batterjr  |  the  cwmomde  coatinuAd 
tweoij  or  tweiity-fivo  minatett  when  tho  British  column 
WHS  |NUrtiaI]y  displa}  ed,  and  advanced  in  line:  tho  ftrinff 

of  the  musketry  was  soon  mingled  with  that  of  the  artil- 
Jri"' ,  but  tlic  enemy  preserved  his  front,  and  bcinq  of 
threefold  numbers,  coiuitiued  to  advance  until  he  forced 
OUf  corps  to  retire  by  tiic  brid.^c  across  the  Assanpiak* 
I  hod  a  fair  flank  view  of  this  IttUo  combat  from  the  op- 
posite side  of  the  Assanpinit*  and  recollect  per&cUy  the 
sun  had  set,  and  the  evening  was  so  far  advanced,  tliat 
I  could  distinguish  the  flame  from  the  muzzles  ol  our 
muskets.  Anterior  to  this  bkit  tnish,  (jrenerai  Washing- 
ton, who  stood  fairly  committed  to  a  geaeral  actiont  if 
tho  enemy  had  pressed  it,  feeling  how  important  it  was 
to  retard  the  march  of  the  emoy  ontil  nightfall  rods 
ap  to  tho  advanced  party  with  Generals  Greene  and 
Knox,  thanked  the  detachment,  and  particularly  the  ar- 
tillery, for  thcser%'ice«  of  ttic  day,  gave  orders  lor  as  ob- 
stinate a  stand  as  could  be  made  on  that  ground,  without 
hazarding  the  pieces,  and  retired  to  inaivhal  bis  troops 
for  actioof  behind  the  Asssnpink. 
j&R.  2  After  fiNTcing  our  advanced  party*  tlie  eneny  took  post 
of  tiiTtwo  in  our  flront,  at  about  1000  yards  distance*  with  the  inter* 
dttik'  *^  village  (now  city)  of  Trenton,  and  the  As- 

sanpink  creek,  which  was  every  where  fordable  below  tho 
mill :  a  cannonade  ensued  between  the  two  armies  with 
Utile  effiDcty  during  which  Lord  Gomwaiiis  displayed  his 
columnSf  and  extended  his  lines*  f  *  g*  g»  |^  to  the  west- 
ward* on  the  fanights  above,  the  town.  If  there  ever  was 
a  crteis  in  the  affairs  of  the  revolution,  this  was  the  mo- 
ment; thirty  minutes  would  have  sufiiced  to  bring  the 
two  armies  into  contact,  and  thirty  more  would  have  de- 
cided the  combat;  and,  covered  with  wo,  Columbia  might 

have  wept  tho  lossof  iioriielovedahiif  and  JMstvalovani 
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our  country  admonishid  Lord  CornwaJlis,  that  his  uwn 
troops  were  fatji;ued,  ami  tliat  tlie  Ainericaus  were  willi-  pj-oposi. 
out  retreat  9  and  uuder  this  impressioiiy  Im  addressed  his  tion  of 
^(enenil  afficeMt  ^  Ifte  ken  under 

^ilff ;  Hhey  h^mv  loiyiiid  mui  tvfiiired  re»t|  /i«  had  lAe  ew-  answcitd 
'my  safe  tnoit^MnktoM  dispose  of  thm  tte  mxt  Mm*  wiUilm 
4n^ ;  for  these  rtaum  he  proposed  thai  the  troops  should  ^nk^' 
make  fres,  refresh  themselvtSf  and  take  repose,^*  Gcneial 
Grant»  his  second*  acquiesced*  and  others  folio  wed*  but 
iSir  WiUuuB  Erskittc  exclaimed*         Lord,  y  ysu  trust 
ihm  peopk<thmgktf  f/tm  wUL  $ee  fiMiMg  of  lAm  m  ifo 
mondng^^  '^  Tfcft  admonition  was  not  r^rded,  and  tbo 
enenij1lM#de  their  fim  and  went  to  supper*  as  we  did 
also,  our  advanced  Beniiiis  being  posted  within  150 
yards  of  each  other.    Between  this  situation  of  tiie  ar- 
mies of  General  Washington  and  Lord  Cornwallis  on 
8d  of  ianoaryt  and  thoae  of  Ooneral  Burgoyne  and 
''General  Gates  on  the  llOth  of  September  foUowingt  a 
attiking  analogy  k  perceptible  in  the  most  important  in- 
'  cidents*  and  we  discover  in  the  events  by  what  trivial  clr<> 
cumstances  the  destinies  of  armies  and  of  states  are  con* 
trouled. 

If  General  WaalnngtoD  by  a  Mae  step*  from  whidi 
mortal  man  is  not  eranpty  bad  oaiUMtlai  faipaelf  to  an 
nbnest  hopeksa  oonditiotty  the  dispeaHlanB  he  adopted  to 
fanma  and  retard  the  a#wanoa  of  the  enony^  were  the 

most  sa^^a(  i(»u8  his  hiluatioii  admitted |  and  the  zealous* 
active*  coura£!;eous  ai^nts  of  hin  will,  on  the  2d  of  Ja- 
mary*  1777*  should  be  distinguished  by  grateful  recoUec« 
•tkma'and  the  pobMc  favmir.  Of  those  revdotianary  wbp- 
thfea  known  to  the  wvitir»  Hand*  SooCti  Law8on»  Joaiah 
and  Richard  Ptetar,  and  ]la?idaarflroCfialtinMfe»ffe- 
poaefin  the  gma*  M  MyieTf  and  Forest*  and  HamiUoilf 
atill  live. 

.Immediately  after  darlc*  a  council  of  war  was  con- 
vened at  Ctenerai  St.  Clair's  qnartei^*  south  of  the  crcelt^ 
iand*  if  memory  aerfes  in  tl»>haa8e  of  a  Mias  Baf- 
wavthgr»  Ibr  General  Waehington  bad  ^mm  driven^  af 
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his  own  quarters  by  the  enemy.  It  may  be  proper  to  rc- 
mark»  that  what  foUows  with  respect  to  the  cooncii  oC 
wary  I  received  Crom  Genml  8U  Clair,  to  wiMMe  penott 
I  Iras  altaclied. 

General  Wasbingfton,  encompaaeed  as  be  was  by  dan- 
gci's^  liH(l  but  a  brief  statement  to  submit  to  his  council ; 
the  situation  of  the  two  aiiiiic-s  were  known  to  all;  a 
battle  was  certain*  if  he  kept  his  ground  until  the  murn- 
\ng,  and  in  case  of  an  action  a  defeat  was  to  be  appre- 
hendedi  a  retreat  by  tlie  only  rouie  tbongiit  of,  down  tAa 
riveTf  WDitid  be  difficult  and  precarionsi  tbe  loas  of  tho* 
corps  he  commanded  mlgbt  be  fatal  to  the  conntry: 
dcr  these  circtiiH.sUiiiccb  liu  asLcd  advice — opinions  were 
Tarious — some  inclined  to  retreat,  otiicrs  to  hazard  all 
OA  a  general  €iiga|;ettieiitt  and  it  has  been  suggested  to 
me,  that  the  cooiiDandcr  in  chieff  yielding  to  bia  natoral 
propenaitiflSf  favoured  ike  latter  propositiDiw 

I  have  before  obaerved  Ibat  .General  St.  Clair  bad 
been  chari^ed  with  the  guard  of  the  fords  of  tlie  Assan- 
pink,  and  in  tJic  courec  of  the  day  whilst  examining  the 
ground  to  his  right,  he  had  fallen  on  the  road  which  led 
to  the  4^uaker  bridge ;  whether  from  tbia  drcumatanoe^ 
or  what  other  information  I  will  not  presume  to  8ay»  it  was 
ilHS  officer  who  iu; council  suggested  the  idea  of  marching 
by  our  rif^t  and  turning  tlie  left  of  the  enemy;  the  practi- 
cability the  route  was  well  understood  by  Colonel  Reed, 
adjutant-general;  and  the  cuinmander  in  chief,  as  sooit  as 
satisfied  on  this  point,  adopted  the  proposition ;  and  the 
more  effectually  to  mask  the  movement^  be  ordered  the 
gwurda  to  be  doubled,  a  strong  fatigue  par^  to  be  oet.to 
work  on  a»  latrenohmeat  across  the  toad  near  the  mill^ 
witbin  distinct  bearing  of  the  sentinels  of  the  enemy,  the 
baggage  to  hv  st  nt  to  Burlifigton^  tlic  troops  to  be  silent- 
hr  filed  off  detiiciiraents»  and  t!ic  nciL':lih(jin-in:r  fences 
to  be  used  tor  fuel  to  our  guards,  to  keep  up  blazing 
£rcs  unti(  toward  day,  when  they  bad  orders  to  retire. 

The  nighty  although  cloudless^  was  ezceedlttgly  dark^ 
and  though  cabn  most  sevsreijr  coldt.  and  the  movement 
was  so  ca«tioo8ly  csndnotod  as  to  elude  the  vlgUance  of 
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the  enemy.  Lieutenant. colonel  Sheiman  led  the  advanced  chap. 
guard,  and  the  brig^ade  of  St  Clair,  with  two  six  poun- 
ders,  followed,  which  placed  me  at  the  head  of  the  co- 
lumn  near  General  >V  as  hi  n,qton.   I  have  i*eccntly  exa- io» 
mined  the  route  of  this  nit^lit's  march,  and  with  the  as-  left^aii 
sistancc  of  several  contemimraries  have  given  it  the 
direction  of  G,  G,  G,  G,*  which  brought  us  to  a  small  '"^""^^ 
wood,  A,f  south  of  a  Quaker  meeting,  B,  on  the  left  of 
Stoney  brook,  a  little  before  sunrise,  where  the  main  co- 
lumn wheeled  to  the  right,  and  turning  the  south-east' 
corner  of  the  wood,  marched  directly  for  Princeton,' 
b,  b,  b,  b,  whilst  General  Mercer,  accompanied  by  seve-  General 
ral  volunteei*s,  with  a  detachment  consisting  of  the  frag-  ^*erccp. 
nicnts  of  SmaIlwood*8  regiment,  commanded  by  Captain  commanJ 
Stone,^  the  firet  Virginia  regiment  commanded  by  Cap-  »nti"»ovc- 
tain  Fleming,  and  two  field  pieces  under  Captain  Neal, 
and  probably  other  corps  which  I  do  not  recollect,  but  in       -J  *j 
the  whole  certainly  not  exceeding  350  men,  marched  im- 
mediately up  Stoney  brook,  f,  as  I  was  infurnicd  at  tlie 
time,  to  take  posscasion  of  the  bridge,  g,  for  the  double 
pur{>ose  of  intercepting  fugitives  from  Princeton,  and  to 
cover  our  rear  against  Lord  Cornwallis  from  Trenton. 
The  morning  was  bright,  serene,  and  extremely  cold,  with 
an  hoar  fmst  which  bespangled  every  object.  A  brigade  of 
the  enemy,  commanded  by  Lieutenant-colonel  Mawhood, 
consisting  of  the  17th,  40th,  and  55th  regiments,  with 
three  troo])s  of  dragoons,  had  quartered  in  Princeton}  the 
prectnling  night;  the  17th  had  marched  to  join  Lord  i 
Cornwallis,  and  its  front  had  reached  Cochran's  on  the 
hill,  at  d,  whilst  the  head  of  our  column  had  gained  the 
point,  h,  when  casting  my  eyes  towards  the  Ti*enton 

•  See  Atlas,  No.  V.  *  '  ' 

t  See  Atlas.  No.  VI. 
.  *  Afterwards  povcmor  of  Maryland.  *  ' 

$  1  have  always  been  stag^red  as  to  the  fact  of  a  British  brigade 
havinj^  halted  at  Maidenhead,  the  night  of  the  2d  of  January*,  whea 
Lord  Cornwallis  lay  at  Trenton,  only  six  miles  distant,  with  the  inten« 
tion  to  engage  the  next  morning;  yet  it  is  so  recorded  in  Brilish  and 
American  history,  though  the  inhjibitaDts  of  that  Tillage  now  deny 
the  issertion. 
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ChaK  tin^Af  1  discerned  the  etnmjf  by  the  reflection  of  i\mt 
arms  against  the  ri^ng  8an»  ascending  the  hill  in  tb6 
The  ene.  ^"^^       Cochran*8  f  and  perceiving  Colonel  R.  Harri* 
nqrdiicd*  son,  the  General's  secretary,  near  me,  I  catled  liim,  and 
waii  about  to  shew  him  the  spectacle  which  had  caught 
my  eyes,  when  it  8U(Ulen(y  disappeared,  and  two  horse- 
llien  leaped  a  fence»  and  advanced  to  a,  a,  reconnoitred 
UB  a  minute  or  two»  and  returned  to  the  #oad»  toon  after 
which  m  observed  the  line  come  to  the  right  about  and 
descend  the  hill  in  quick  timew  When  Ocdonel  Mawboodf 
wlio  (ommanded  the  17th  regiment,  discovered  the  head 
ot  our  column  at  li,  he  did  not  perceive  General  Mercer, 
who  was  marcliing  up  the  creek  near  its  iett  bank,  and 
taking  us  fur  some  liglit  party,  as  the  ground  concealed 
Turns     our  numbersi  he  determined  to  retrograde  and  cat  us  up; 
give  us^   nor  had  General  Mercer  anj  suspicion  of  the  proximity 
bittk.     of  Mawhood's  corps,  antlt  be  vommed  Stoney  brdok> 
when  a  inutual  discovery  was  made  at  h\ss  than  500 
yards  distance,  and  the  resprf  tive  corps  then  endeavour- 
ed to  get  possession  of  the  high  ground  on  their  right. 
The  Americans  marching  by  c»  c,  reached  the  house  and 
ofdimrd  of  William  Clark,  $,  5,  but  percetviag  the  Bri* 
tiab  line  ndvanclng  on  the  oppoalte  aide  of  the  beiglit^  and 
a  fPonn'lbnce>  between  them^  they  pushed  Ihroogh  the  ar- 
chard,  and  anticipated  their  antagonists  by  about  lorty 
Voj^iion    paces.*  Tlie  two  lines  arc  represented  by  1,  2,  and  8,45 
•nd  Maw.  the  Americans  covered  by  the  fence,  tlie  British  in  air^ 
their  left  bearing  on  a  laige  dieanut  tree,  then  fn  vlgooiv 
now  represented  by  the  remains  of  a  stump  on  the  noHii- 
irest  edge  of  the  turni)ike,f  about  half  a  nrile  north  df 
tStoney  brook,  thefr  Wght  extending  obliquely  from  tho 
lurn]iikc  to  a  small  knoll,  on  which  a  solitary  oak  is  imjw 
•ketcWf  covered  by  two  field  pieces.   The  first  fire  was 

the  affair  delivered  by  General  Mercer,  which  the  enemy  returned 
toii^'^^'  with  a  voUeyj  and  iu^tantly  charged;  and  many  of  oar 

*  I  b«fe  mcasQNd  the  graoud, 

t  TUi  foedcate  iha  poMDa  of  the  Amsrioia  Uae^dUiquely  ^teot 
the  cenirew 
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mon  beinc  nrmed  with  rifles,  they  were  forced  after  the  chap. 

Ill 

ih'ivA  nMind  to  abandon  the  fence,  and  fled  in  disorder. 

The  head  of  our  column  had  now  arrived  at  D,  and  al- 
though my  view  of  tiie  combatants  engaged  in  this  shorty 
sharp,  close  rencontre  was  obstructed  by  a  swell  in  th^ 
ground,  the  retreat  of  the  Americans  by  William  Clark^s 
house  and  barn,  5,  6,  was  under  my  eyes,  and  I  noted 
it  to  General  St.  Clair,  who  charged  mc  not  to  mention 
the  circumstance,  lest  it  should  affect  our  own  troops.  The 
time  from  tlic  discharge  of  the  first  musket,  until  I  per- 
ceived our  troops  i^etreating,  did  not  exceed  five  minutes, 
and  I  well  recollect  that  the  smoke  from  the  discharge  of 
tlic  two  lines  mingled  as  it  rose,  and  went  up  in  one  beau- 
tiful cloud.    On  hearing  the  fire,  General  Washington 
directed  the  Pennsylvania  militia  to  support  General 
l^lerccr,  and  in  person  led  them  on  with  two  pieces  of 
firtillcry,  under  Captain  William  Moulder  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  who  formed  in  battery  on  the  right  of  Tho- 
mas Clark's  house,  7 ;  the  enemy  pursued  the  detachment 
of  General  Mercer  as  far  as  the  brow  of  the  declivity, 
,o,  o,  o,  o,  when  discovering  our  whole  army,  instead  of 
a  partisan  corps,  they  halted  and  brought  up  their  artil- 
lery ;  and  being  encouraged  by  the  irresolution  of  the 
militia,  notwithstanding  the  exertions  of  the  commander 
in  chief,  and  their  immediate  officers  to  press  them  for- 
ward, they  attempted  with  a  company  of  infantry  to  carry 
Captain  Moulder's  battery,*  but  being  galled  by  his 
grape,  and  perceiving  Hitchcock's  and  another  continen- 
.  tal  regiment  break  off  and  advance  from  the  rear  of  our 
column,  after  a  few  long  shot  w  ith  the  militia,  they  re- 
treated precipitately,  leaving  their  artillery  on  the 
ground,  which  for  want  of  horses  we  could  not  carry  ofT. 

Jn  this  place  I  must  be  permitted  to  state  a  fact  in  con- 
,tradiction  of  every  historical  account  I  have  seen  ; — Be- 

1,  *  This  company  of  milit'ia  artillery  from  Philadelphia  was  almost 
ts  much  dislinguishcd  in  its  line,  as  the  troop  of  dragoons,  and  on 
this  day  attracted  the  particular  attention  of  General  Washington; 
that  honest  man  and  good  citizen,  Colonel  William  Linnard,  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, was  a  subaltern  of  the  company,  and  flood  by  one  of  the 
pieces. 
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caiAP.  fore  the  fire  had  ceased  at  the  first  omek^  JLieotenantr 
coloiiei  Mawhood«  moantefl  on  a  brown  poney^  wUh  tm 
Conduct  ^  twelYo  file  of  inAintry,  and  a  4pair  of  aptinginfr  api^ 
of  Ltcoi.  niels  pia^'ing  before  bim^  erased  oar  line  of  direction» 
lUwhood.  ^jj^        being  io  a  trot,  at  s,  8,  so  near,  that  if  our  ad- 
vanced guard  had  not  unwarrantably  lialtcd,  he  must 
have  been  intercepted  ur  driven  from  his  course;  on  ob- 
eenring  the  halt  of  our  guard,  General  St»  Clair  directed 
me  to  galiof  forward  and  order  a  chaife^  hut  it  was  too 
late»  B8  Mawhood  had  passedi  yet  Uie  fire  of  the  gnard 
knocked  down  two  of  hia  paHy* 
Thel/di  '  That  this  affkir  fell  on  the  irth  regiment,  I  am  satis- 
onfren*?*  ficd  truiii  luy  own  observation^  vvliich  is  supported  by  the 
ga^ed.     Annual  Register  of  1777,*  however  incorrect  in  other 
particulars ;  the  b5th  regiment  had  advanced  no  further 
than  the  small  wood«  C»  when  the  action  terminaiMf  and 
they  returned  and  joined  the  40th  left  In  quarters  at  the 
iurmation  college;  tbeso  corpB  then  advanced  and  took  the  posi- 
tion,  K,  iletachine:  a  heavy  platoon  to  C,  which  induced 

tfcsl  of 

the  4()ih  the  American  continental  troops  to  display  in  i,  i,  the  in- 
and  iiih  tcrmediate  ravine>  tlie  head  of  which  is  crossed  by  the 
present  tumpike*  is  somewhat  deep  and  steep  |  two  re- 
giments were  ordered  to  attack^  and  had  crossed  the  ra- 
vine and  were  ascendt^g  the  opposite  side  within  sixty  or 
60  yards  of  the  enemyy  who  were  still  concealed  from 
our  view  by  the  acclivity,  when  they  turned  about  and 
precipitated  themselves  into  the  college,  the  windows  of 
which  were  immediately  knocked  outt  and  we  expected 
warm  work ;  but  before  we  got  within  a  quarter  of  a 
mile,  they  rushed  out  at  the  front  and  i*etreated  by  files 
in  tf  t,  t»  crossed  Millstone  at  Rocky  bill»  and  made 
good  their  escape  to  Brunswick ;  they  made  so  long  a 
tiail  iind  moved  in  such  loose  disorder,  that  two  troops 
of  (lni_[^aons  wotild  Imve  picked  up  the  two  regiments; 
unfortunately  uur  whole  cavalry  consisted  of  twenty-two 
of  the  Philadelphia  1st  troop,  who  were  actively  engaged 
in  another  quarter;  thei^  was  but  one  gun  fired  at  the 

^  See  pages  18  and  19. 
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uras  not  advised  the  enemy  had  abandoned  it ;  the  brfl  ^^.^^ 
recoiled,  and  very  neai  ly  killed  mj  htiVWi  SkU  1  was  pass*  , 
ing  ill  rear  of  the  building:. 

At  the  time  General  Mercir  enm«i  the  irUi  mi*  ^;!^,"^. 
M  CohM  BmmA  e.ide..»yred,  li>TrtpM  »ovem^ 
to  t«ni  tin  «Miii7%  Mltiriu  ttdfcid  iMriy  momd- j;^^;;;^^ 
M  when  they  fled  in  dfaorder,  not  toward  Maidenhead,  my. 
Ks  is  stated  by  nil  the  liistorians,  but  uji  ihc  north  side  of 
Stoney  brook,  over  fields  and  fences,  without  i*egard  to 
roads,  and  inclining  towards  Pennington  the  rlflemea 
were  therefore  the  first  in  the  pnrsnit^  and  in  fact  took 
llie  greatest  part  of  the  prisoners;  they  were  accompa* 
Hied  by  General  Waahingloa  In  pemony  with  a  squad  of 
the  Pbifftdelphia  troop,  amon^  whom  Mr  John  Donald- 
son distinguished  himself  in  iui  eminent  degree :  in  the 
ardour  of  the  pursuit  iie  had  separated  himself  from  the 
troop,  and  as  the  infantry  coald  not  keep  ap»  lie  found 
Uinsdf  alone  and  llahle  to  be  shot  by  any  straggler  of 
the  enemy  who  woald  not  surrender;  yet  unwilling  la 
slacken  his  pace,  he  mounted  a  Lieutenant  Simpson  be- 
hind him,  who  whenever  a  fugitive  threatened  to  be  refrac- 
tory, jumped  off  and  shot  him,  and  in  this  manner  three 
inen»  whilst  taking  aim  at  Mr.  Donaldson^  were  knocked 
down  and  his' life  saved*  but  he  made  a  score  of  prison- 
mm,  whom  he  sent  to  his  rear  alter  disarming  them.*— • 
Simpson  was  afterwards  a  captain,  and  I  saw  him  at  his 
seat  on  the  Susquehanna  in  the  yiar  1796.  It  was  on 
this  occasion  tin"  Tato  Da\i''  Harris,  esq.  of  Baltimore* 
who  was  a  captain  of  ritiemen*  informed  me  that  the  Gre* 
neralf  whilst  encouraging  the  pursuit  exclaimed  Ji  is 
nfine  fix  ehoMf  my  hofp  /^-*-Such  was  the  impetuosity  ef 

•  For  this  fact  I  will  refer  to  Generat  Washington's  letter  of  die 

5th  of  January,  who  ftajs«  **  they  were  c  luTbcd  tlircc  or  four  miles^ 
ftnd  that  the  enemy  from  IMaidenhead  was  up  wjth  us  btiiorc  llie  pur- 
■uit  was  over,"  and  also  to  Mr.  John  DnnaMson  of  Philadelphia,  and 
to  General  Henry  Miller,  now  residing  in  tht  forks  of  Jimi  iia  andltlS 
Susquehanna,  who  WM  OQ  Ui«t  day  majoT  of  ttuid's  rlflemea. 
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UBkTi  the  nan's  cbaractWf  when  he        iviM  to  Us 

^  bilities. 


Ourloat  affair  our  numerical  loss  w  as  inconsidcrabl 

In  the  it  did  not  exceed  ikir^  $  fourteeii  only  were  buried  in 
j^^,  ^  lleM  }*  but  U  was  «f  great  anguMe  in  mrlh  and 
ttkttts;  Cohmeh  Hm1«C  and  Vortttr^  M^for  Morris  ami 
Cafftam  Wfflhun  Shippea  were  respected  in  their  gMtof 
Captains  Fleming  and  Ncal  presented  fair  promises  of 
j^i'essional  excdknce  i  but  in  General  Mercerf  we  lost 

•  I  had  thii  fact  lately  from  Joseph  Clsi  k,  son  of  WiUiam,  whose 
bouse  still  bears  tlic  marks  of  the  enemy's  sliot,  tl»e  lowest  of  wluch 
is  eight  or  ten  feet  from  the  pcround  ;  his  barn  shews  the  mark  of  a 
cannon  sliol  twenty  feel  from  ihe  ground. 

f  On  the  night  of  Uie  Ist  of  January,  General  Mercer,  CoUnel  OL 
Biddk,  and  Doeler  Cedmui,  spent  Um  «v«iliif  willi  Otncntl  0t 
Clair.  FUigued  witb  the  dotks  of  tbe  day,  t  had  Imb  down  in 
■ame  apwtnient^  and  my  attention  was  attraeted  by  the  turn  of  their 
conversation,  on  tbe  recent  promotion  of  Captain  WiUiam  Washings 
ton,  from  a  regiment  of  uifantiy  to  a  majority  of  cavalry.  General 
Jfereer  ezpreaied  hia  dlaapprebatioo  of  the  meaaurei  at  willed  tha 
jfeoUemen  appcofcd  aorpriiedt  as  It  was  tbe  tewtid  of  asfcnowisdged 
fsUantty  i  and  Meicer,  in  explanation,  elMenred :  **  We  are  not  ea" 
gaged  in  a  war  of  ambition  i  if  it  bad  been  80,I  should  never  have  ao* 
cepicd  a  commission  under  a  man  who  had  not  seen  a  day's  serrioe 
(alluding  to  tbe  great  ofstor,  and  distinguished  patriot,  Patrick 
Henry)  ;  we  senre  not  for  ourselves  but  for  our  countty,  and  every 
man  shoul4  be  content  to  fiU  the  plnce  in  which  he  can  be  most  use- 
ful. I  know  Washington  to  be  a  good  captain  of  infantry,  but  I  know 
not  what  sort  of  a  major  of  horse  he  may  im^kc ;  and  1  have  seen  good 
captains  make  indifferent  majors :  for  my  own  part,  my  >iews  in  this 
coil  It  St  n.v(-  coiihiicd  to  a  sing-le  object,  that  is»  the  success  of  the 
cause,  and  God  can  witness  how  cheerfully  1  would  lay  down  my  life 
to  secure  it"  The  compact  was  sealed,  and  within  thirty-six  hours 
he  received  his  mortal  wounds  from  the  bayonets  of  the  enemy. 

Oeneral  Mereer,a  Scotchman  by  birth,  was  a  physician  by  profess 
stop,  and  I  have  heard  the  ibilowing  interesting  incident  of  his  life  s 
He  served  in  the  campaign  of  1755»  with  General  Braddock,  and  was 
wounded  through  the  riioiildcr  in  the  onlbrtnaate  action  near  Fort  da 
Queme  $  unable  lo  retreat,  he  lay  down  under  cover  of  a  Isxge  ftUen 
tree, and  in  the  pursuit,  an  Indian  leaped  tipon  bis  covert  immediate- 
ly over  him,  and  after  lool^ing  about  a  few  seconds  for  the  direction 
of  the  fugitives,  he  sprang  off  without  observing  the  wounded  man 

whoUyaibUfeei.  So  aooaaa  the  Indians  had  htUod  tbe  vaoaded^ 
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a  ciuefy  wiio  lur  educacion,  experience,  talents,  disposi-  CHAP, 
tioiiy  wlBgrity  and  patriotisiii,  was  second  to  no  man  but  ^^^i^J;^ 
tlie  MMiander  i»  ckM,  ud  wm  qualified  I0  fill  the  ciHirMtct» 
hjgiiwt  ttwta  tfilwi  oemrtry.  Tin  manner  In  ^idi  be  of  G«oenii 
wae  nmnded,  is  an'e^dence  of  the  exceaa  lo  which  the  * 
common  soldiery  are  liable  in  the  heat  uf  action,  particu- 
larly when  irritated  by  the  loss  of  favourite  ofticersj  being 
obstructed  when  advancing  by  a  post  and  rail  fence^  im 
front  of  the  orchard,  it  ma^  be  pmunied  the  General 
dismounted  voluntarily^  for  be  wae  on  foot*  when  the 
ft^pa  gate  wiiy$  in  exerting  bimaelf  td  rallj  them  lie 
was  thrown 'IH^  the  rear,  and  percehing  he  eoald  not 
esrapc,  lie  turned  about  soinewhei*e  near  William  (  lurk's 
barn,  6,  and  .suitc  rule  red,  but  was  instaiilly  knocked  Surren- 
down,  and  bayoneted  tliirteen  times,  when  feigning  to  be  eSroy^,*^ 
dead,  on^  of  hia  murdcrera  exdaimedy  «  Damn  him  he  is  ^"(^  is 
dcAdi  let  08  leave  him."  After  the  reti«al  of  the  enemy^ 
In  was  conveyed  to  the  boose  of  Thomas  CIarkf»7»  to 
•whom  he  gave  this  aoconnty  and  languished  until  the  l£th, 

when  he  cxpir  cd.f 

Tlie  losq  of  the  enemy  was  imich  more  considerable  in  Lossoft^jp 
point  of  numbers^  and  Captain  Leslie's  death  appeared 
to  afflict  the  prisoners  very  sensibly.  At  their  instance 
his  body  was  conveyed  to  Pluckarauiy  and  was  there  in* 
terred  wKh  the  honours  of  war;  on  which  occasion  It 
was  remarked^  that  many  of  the  men»  and  particularly 

icalped  the  dead,  rifled  the  baggage,  and  cteared  the  6eld,  the  un« 
fbrtunate  Menert  finding  himwlf  jexeeediDgty  funt  and  thirsty,  from 
loM  of  blood,  crawled  to  an  n^jacent  brook,  and  after  drinking  plei\» 
tifully,  found  biniself  so  moeh  refreshed,  that  he  was  able  to  walik, 
snd  commenced  his  return  by  the  road  the  army  had  advanced  s  but 
being  witfaout  subsistence,  and  more  than  an  hundred  miles  from  ai^^ 
Christiaa  setllenent,  be  eapscted  to  die  of  fiuaine,  when  bs  qbaerved 
a  rattlesnake  on  his  pstbt  which  he  killed  and  eoatrivsd  to  skin*  and 
tfaiowtag  it  over  his  sound  shoulder*  he  subaiated  on  it  as  the.cUimi 
of  nature  urged  until  he  reached  Fort  Cemberland  on  the  Poiowmack, 

*  Joiepb  CUrk  infiwms  me  that  his  koMe  was  obaenred  aflce  the 
aelion,  with  a  fore  leg  bidken  by  a  shot. 

1 1  had  this  aeoount  leeenlly  fivm  loseph  dirk,  who  fpeai|M the 
dald  of  battle,  sad  ieuepliew  to  T^mUt^ 
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dup.  ttrow  of  bii  cowpmyf  wept  Wttaily.  WecniiiaM 
Jfl    officers  and  nboiit  two  Imndred  Md  tWity  MMmab^ 

sionod  omcci's  and  privates  to  tfce  sane  place,  aai  «bMfr 
fifty  more  were  captured  and  marched  into  Pennsylvania^ 
In  fact,  the  17th  re<»imrnt  was  dibmembcrcd,  and  the 
40th  and  55th  suffered  considerably  by  desertion  and 
other  casaaltlea;  the  dragooas  eecapcd  to  Traiton  woa 
after  we  were  dteovered. 

When  the  troops  were  aseenUed  la  Friacctmif  the  ab» 
ficncc  of  the  General,  who  had  heen  led  away  eome  dla» 
tance  in  the  pursuit  of  the  iugitives,  excited  strong  eillD» 
tioiis  of  alarm  for  bis  safety,  whicli  he  soun  relieved  by 
his  presence.  We  found  in  the  town  some  slioes  and 
blanketa*  which  were  very  opportune,  and  for  my  owa 
party  I  made  a  moat  aeaaonable  acqaiaition  in  a  break  • 
fast  at  the  provost's  hoasof  which  hod  been  preparsl 
for  a  mess  of  the  *Oth  regiment,  who  the  steward  in* 
formed  me  were  sitting  du\Mi  as  the  fire  commenced* 
JBefore  wc  got  clear  of  the  town,  our  rear  guard  at 
Stoney  brook  under  Brigadier- general  Potter  of  the  mi- 
litia of  Pennsylvania,  was  exchanging  shot  with  the  ene- 
my Rrom  T^ntoOf  and  Captain  Forest  with  his  srtiilery 
was  again  engaged  in  covering  our  retreat. 

Pressed  as  we  were  for  ttme»  it  was  tlie  desire  of  tlue 
commander  in  chief,  and  the  inclination  of  every  ofket^ 
to  make  a  stroke  at  IJrunswirk,  which  had  been  left  with 
a  email  garrison,  in  charge  of  General  Mattlit  ws;  but 
onr  physical  force  could  not  bear  us  out ;  the  men  had 
heen  under  anus  ei^^teen  bnm,  and  had  sulibred  mudi 
from  cold  and  hunger.  The  commander  and  several  ge- 
neral officers  halted  at  the  Ibrfcs  of  the  road  In  Kingstoiiv 
whilst  our  ti'oops  were  filing  u\Y  to  Rocky  hill,  wlien  the 
exclamation  was  general,  *<  O  that  we  had  600  fresh  men 
to  beat  up  their  quarters  at  Brunswick."   But  the  mea- 
8uro  was  found  to  be  impractl^le,  and  therefore  we  pro** 
«rhft*nn7  cceded  down  Millatone  riveri  and  halted  at  Somerset 
8^m<^set  ^«'^''^B^>  vhere  many  of  the  milllla»  whose  baggage 
courts     iiad  b#en  sent  to  Burlington,  lay  in  the  open  air  witfaont 
blaokcts.   We  maiciieii  the  nQXi  day  to  Pluckaiiuui  mi 
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halted  until  the  5th.    It  had  been  previously  determined  chap* 
by  the  General^  on  the  advice  of  General  St.  Clair,*  J}]^ 
after  Uie  plan  of  visiting  Brunswick  had  been  aban- 
doned, to  take  quarters  at  Morridtown ;  but  the  troops 
were  so  much  exhausted,  that  they  required  a  short  res- 
pite from  fatigue.    I  think  it  was  on  the  5th,  during  our 
halt  at  Pluckamin,  that  General  Washington  made  a  pre* 
text  for  sending  a  flag  to  Brunswick,  of  which  his  aid  de 
camp.  Colonel  Fitzgerald,  was  the  bearer :  he  was  cour- 
teously received,  and  introduced  to  most  of  the  general 
ofiicers,  who  spoke  fi*eely  of  the  trick  General  Washings ^ 
ton  had  played  them,  and  the  race  they  had  run,  as  thcy^ 
had  made  a  forced  march  from  Trenton  to  Brunswick^; 
Buch  was  their  alarm  for  the  safety  of  their  magazine.  I 
ascribe  to  that  visit,  though  with  diiridence,  the  report  of 
Sir  William  Erskine's  having  objected  to  Lord  Cornwal-^ 
lis^s  postponement  of  his  attack  at  Trenton,  the  evening, 
of  the  2d;  indeed  if  my  recollection  docs  not  deceive  mc, 
\^'hen  on  hearing  the  firing  in  tlic  morning.  Lord  Corn« 
wallis  inquired  what  it  could  be,  Erskinc  replied,  «  My, 
Lord,  it  is  Washington  at  Princeton."    The  recital  of 
Captain  LesIie^s  death,  and  the  respect  with  which  his 
body  had  been  treated,  affected  General  Leslie  so  sensi- 
bly, that  he  retired  to  a  window  and  shed  teal's;  and 
Vihcn  Colonel  Fitzgeral  returned,  he  sent  his  acknow- 
ledgments to  General  Washington.  .  ^ 
X   We  reached  Morristown  the  sixth,  and  the  troops  Rcache* 
were  cantoned  in  the  vicinity.    This  position,  little  un-  ^'""'■^ 

'  town,  and 

derstood  at  the  time,  was  afterwards  discovered  to  be  gpoes  into 
a  most  safe  one  for  the  winter  quarters  of  an  army  of 
observation,  and  such  was  General  Wasiiington's ;  the  Advan. 
approach  to  it  from  the  sea-board  is  rendered  difficult  ^. 
and  dangerous  by  a  chain  of  sharp  hills,  which  extend  tlon. 
from  Pluckamin  by  Bound  brook  and  Springfield  to  the 
vicinity  of  the  Passaic  river;  it  is  situate  in  the  heart  of 
a  country  abounding  with  forage  and  provisions,  and  is 
nearly  equidistant  from  New  York  and  Amboy,  and  also 

•  He  WM  the  only  general  officer  acquainted  wtlh  that  quarter  of 
the  country. 
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CBAP.  ii'otu  Newark  and  New  Brunswick,  with  defiies  in  rear 
J^L.  to  cover  a  retreat  slioukt  cirovflwtaiieeB  reader  it  necea* 
•ary. 

Beim  I  €ioea  tiMadiaiiler»Imnlkeper»tte«toog^ 
\  a tribata of jaitica to  cmiipicaoua worth.  Ata  ttnewkan 
giooBi  panraJeJ  the  laad«  aad  hoi|ia  haialmoit  yMied  ta 

despair,  it  should  never  be  forgotten  that  Captain  Samtiel 
Morris,  with  twenty-one  ^ntU'inen  of  Philadelphia,  must 
of  them  with  families,  and  all  of  them  in  independent 
circuoistaaoesy  did  in  an  incleaMat  aeatoa^  take  leave 
af  their  damealic  happiaMi  and  |MraenaI  caatfartet  la 
rally  araaad  the  ataadard  of  thdr  countryf  aad  taniti* 
ed  an  esaaiple,  aa  rare  aa  ft  wia  dIflataresM  and  pa- 
triotic. The  following  testioionial  of  General  Washing- 
ton is  paramount  to  all  praise,  and  1  am  apprehensive 
Uiat  any  eulogiam  oi  mine,  under  all  the  circuoistauGei^ 
might  iacur  the  charge  of  preBomptiMi* 


Bk^rge  fern  Geaml  WMington. 

«<The  Philadelphia  troop  of  lie^ht  horse,  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Morris,  liaving  performed  tiieir 
tour  of  duty,  1  take  this  opportunity  of  roturoiag  my 
most  alaoara  thaaka  to  the  Captain  and  to  tha  gantfaaon 
who  compoia  the  troo^  for  the  nuuiy  osseatial  ser?ieea 
which  they  have  luiiiprad  their  country,  aad  to  me  fier- 
sonally,  during  the  course  of  this  severe  campaif^n. 
Though  composed  of  gentlemen  of  fortune,  they  hiive 
shewn  a  noble  example  of  discipline  and  subordination^ 
and  in  several  actions  have  manifested  a  spirit  and  bra* 
Tory  which  will  ever  do  honour  to  them,  and  will  ever  he 
gratefully  remembered  by  um* 

u  GO.  WASHINGTON. 

«  fL  quarUrSpMorrktown,  Jm.  234, 1777/^ 

But  it  ought  to  be  know  n,  tliat  the  military  merits  and 
patriotiBm  of  the  let  troop  of  Philadelphia  dragoons  have 
been  crowned  by  an  act  of  liberali^r  and  beaevoleace^ 
worthy  of  record  in  letters  of  gold*  Having  diobarsed 
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Iheir  own  expenses  d tiring  the  war,  at  the  rctiira  of  CHAP. 


peace,  and  on  a  final  adjustment  of  their  claims  against 
the  government  for  Uteir  servkesy  they  vested  the  amount 
ipyl^  shares  ilMlpbiM^itai  stock  of  the  hank  of  Pcnnsylva^ 
whifih  tbfSf  MnnM  to  tlw  coBtribiilm  of  tbe  Pmbii* 
qgilM!^  kofffi^tm  tte  bonefitel  a  lying-in  and  found** 
Mn^ii^pitaU  and  ttlNlotiatioii  isdlsCini^ishedoiithebwika 
fil'  tlic  instituti^'jri,  as  ^^t/icjaiui  bc^l^'WcA  hit  Hit  Jlr^t  tr<u*p 
n/"  rii'da{lcl]ilua  cavalry  to  the  Itfin'^  n^  ami  Joundl ni'j;  hus- 
pUad,**  Thus  the  earnings  of  vaiour  were  bc({ucalh( d  t  > 
Ibe  unfortunal^iifiieliiiis  uf  passion,  and  the  hand  of  the 
JiaMoi  a4iiliiBr«Miibnted  its  atte,  to  the  coaoolation  oC 
tjj^aoKviMtiiiifaaoilnni  life  and  ofaeriahod  lua  ui&ncj« 
The  amwidf  itliiitaroiity»two  who  laj^  on  tho  bordetv  of 
the  enemy,  and  served  under  General  Waahington  dn- 
ring  art  iitckmi^nt  8eason>  wi  couriers^  guardsy  patroks 
Mnd,vid«Ues»  were* 

Samuel  Monrila»  captnln         John  DonaUatn 
Jamea  Bodden,  2d  liant         Thomaa  FMeni 

John  Dunlap,  cornet  William  Pollard 

Thomas  Leipcr,  1st  sergt,       James  Caldwell 
William  Hall,  2d  do.  William  Tod 

Samuel  Howell,  jr.  latoorp*     Samuel  Caldwell 
lanea  fiantart  fld  dia»  John  Lavdner 

I«evi  HoiHngBworth  Ahncandw  Neehet 

Gooif^  Campbell  Thooma  Learning^ 

John  Mease  Jonathan  Penrose 

.Blair  M<Cknachai^  Qeoiye  Graft 
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CBAF.  General  WashinglAfCs  sitmiim,^His  conduct  eowtrOiUti 
wi<A  that  of  fHr  IFUliam  Uowe^-^Chneral  Howe's  cou' 
■  duct  canvassed* — Militia  of  the  Jerseys  reaninuded.-^ 
JHctatorial  powers  panted  to  €hn£rai  Washington.'^ 

flf  Urn^  eompank9.'^-'^WUkkU0n.  wmd$  Mil  Att  rmrml^Hig 

parties  and  repairs  to  Philadelphia,  where  he  fii^ 
neral  OatBs  in  command. — The  trial ,  cmukmnatimt  and 
execution  of  James  Mflesworth,  a  spy, — General  Gtdte 
appointed  to  eommani  the  nortktrn  departmenif  solicUe 
HWsinmmioatmi^MfkmtWkowi^ 
General  fFoMngim  reHlgne  hiiMmMMm  ^ImM.  CtL 
and  fcUewM  Gates  to  Many. — IR^fleetkm  an  Mil  9^ 
and  the  persecutions  whidi  cnsutd^^-^rrives  at  Mbany^ 
and  is  sent  to  Ticondero^a* — IMlers  (f  I6th^  22d,  ami 
&6ih  Muf,  Jroiii  Major  fVUkmson  to  General  Gates.^ 
Befiectiom  mi  the  loM^  Tieonderoga^3%e  benefUs  iv- 
mOth^  fitm  m  Pflfrwiie  dOBeinUone  eg  €^ 

gnxs  MMTMpM  ly  pkirmmi  amd  local  preju^Uees^Jm^ 
consistency  cf  proceedings.-^Gtneral  Schuyler  reaches 
Mbanyt  and  resumes  the  command  of  tlie  northern  depart^ 
ment. — General  St.  Clair  ordered  to  the  command  of  Ti' 
conderogn,  and  arrives  there^D^fficulties  of  his  situa^ 
Uott,  refiectiotu  thereon  and  causes  ihereoJ^His  letter 
to  the  President  of  Congress^^J^ajor  WUldnson  auMrfnt- 
ed  deputy  adjutant-f^eneraL-^His  letters  to  Oeneffd  GateSf 
May  31,  and  of  ike  \Oth  of  June. — GencrLd  Srhmjler 

visits  Ticondero^a — Jl  Cormcil  of  war  held  Ojnniovs 

of  Colonel  ffilkinson  at  tliat  period,  respecting  Uie  defence 
oj  the  plau*>^ExpUimtm  had  with  Generat  Sehuiifierp 
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rripffliV  to  leiter  to  Gtmral  Gaie$  ^  Jme  iOlft.— fie-  CRAP, 

neral  Schuyler  leaves  Ticoiukroga, — H'ilkittSon''$  ^^^^  ^^^^^ 
lo  Gciural  GaUs,  Jmit  ^oUu 

The  continued  fliictuaUwi  oC  numbers  in  General 
WasliiajB;ton*a  nrmy»  whicU  now  depended  aloiost  nxda- 
^vely  on  tbo  militipt  «^n  placed  lilm  in  the  power  of 
the  enemy  i  but  forttinately  the  babitunl  indolence  of  Sir 

William  Howe,  or  hih  disinclination  to  terminate  the  war, 
restricted  Ijis  troops  to  their  winter  quarters.  1  lie  ex- 
Iraordiaarjr  revolutions  in  (lur  military  affairs,  and  the 
very  opposite  conduct  of  tlic  commanders  toward*  the 
.pc(^  of  tbp  onontry,  worlwd  a  wondeHtil  effect  on  po- 
pular sentinentj  it  went  hone  to  the  CMluign  and  inte- 
.reels  of  whig  and  tory,  and  cannot  be  more  precisely  de- 
fined than  by  tiie  contrast  of  tlie  fullowing  docmiKiiLi, 
M  hich  are  cerUiuly  entiUeU  to  particular  uuticein  (Jiese 
ii^iniQirs. 

jBsK^bmet  fiw  Genmd  Mm^s  ordert  to  Cohnd  Count  Ikh 
nop,  eommmdSer  of  the  Otium  eMito»m«nto  alon^  tkt 
JDelawn, 


All  salted  meat  and  provisions,  which  may  be  judged  Condoot 
to  exceed  the  quantity  necessary  Ibr  the  subaistencc  of  ^|{|^ 
an  ordinagr  faai4y^  aliaU  be  considered  as  a  magazine  of  Howe  and 
the  enemjt  and  seised  for  the  king»  and  given  to  the  wuhulg^ 
troops  as  a  saving  for  the  public*^  ton. 

In  this  authentic  warrant,  no  discrimination  Is  made 

between  the  jiroperty  of  the  loyal  subject  with  his  pro- 
tection in  his  pocket,  and  the  contumacious  rebel  wlio  re- 
sisted the  royal  authority  at  every  hazard^  what  was  the 
conduct  of  General  Washington  ? 

BXTBACT  FBOM  QESMkL  ORDSBS* 

fT.  q.  Morristawnf  Jan.  d2d»  1777. 

«  Tlic  General  prohibits  both  the  militia  and  continen- 
tal troops,  in  the  most  positive  tcrms^  the  inlamous  prac^ 

TOL.  L  U 
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(i  \  t  of  tin  ir  bcini;  torics.  Let  the  persons  of  such  as  are 
know  n  to  be  cnoniR's  theii'  country,  be  seized  and  con- 
finiMl,  and  their  property  disposed  of  as  tlic  law  of  Uie 
state  directs.  It  is  our  business  to  give  protecMi  and 
support  to  the  poor  distressed  inhabitant^  not  to  Mfih 
ply  and  increase  their  calamities*  Alter  the  pabliclrtMfll 
of  this  order,  any  officer^  cither  militia  or  contincHtrff 
found  plundn  ing;  the  inhabitant*?,  under  the  pretence  of 
their  beinj^  lories,  may  expect  to  be  punished  in  these- 
▼erest  manner,  and  be  obliged  to  account  for  every  thing 
so  tal(en*  '  ^i^a^ 

Tiio  preceding  order  to  Count  Donop,  was  found  at 
Bordcntown,  after  his  flight  from  that  place;  it  was  pub- 
lished in  the  Evctiing  Post  of  Philadelpliia,  Jan,  28th, 
1777,  and  will  serve  to  prove  to  posterity,  that  while  Sir 
William  Howe  neglected  his  duty  to  his  soTereIgn,  and 
permitted  the  brutal  outrages  and  exccsaes^^  committed 
on  the  matmn  and  the  virgin  of  the  Jerseys,  which  dis- 
honour the  military  prolcsbion  and  disjjrace  the  pai;^  of 
history,  he  n  ot  only  connived  at,  but  expressly  siuu  tion- 
ed  the  spoliation  of  private  property,  without  respect  to 
fkiend  or  foe,  exhibiting  a  singular  spectacle  of  apathy 
and  indifference  to  the  obligations  of  duty  and  sound  po« 
licj,  the  claims  of  humanity,  and  the  prlncij^es  of  re- 
ligion. 

If  tiie  yeomanry  of  the  Jerseys,  panic  slt  uck  by  the 
U  iuin[)!jaii(  m ;ir(  li  of  a  victurious  army,  and  seduced  by 
the  blaudisiinients  and  fair  promises  of  the  British  com- 
missioners, shrunlc  from  their  duty  and  abandoned  the 
standard  of  their  country,  in  November  and  DecembeTf 
1776,  they  discovered  before  January,  1777,  that  the 
powers  of  the  Invaders  were  itraited,  and  the  promiaesof 

•  See  V,\c  k  SLimoi  V  ;  ublishcil  in  the  IVrnsylvania  Evening  l*ost, 
April  J  nil  nnd  uyiU,  May  1st,  Jd,  and  10th,  1777 i  and  U>9  Joum^ 
of  (uott^itBs,  1777*  p*  llSt  116. 
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.the  coromissionei's  perfidious.  Stung  with  remorse  by  the  chap. 
retrospect  of  their  puHillaiiirait}',  and  fired  with  indigiia- 
tion  by  the  outrageous  injuries  tliey  had  suflered,  they 
again  resumed  tlieir  arms,  and  the  old  and  tlie  young, 
determined  to  avenge  their  wrongs  upon  the  authoi*s  of 
their  misery,  and  the  enemies  of  their  country:  hence- 
forward the  militia  of  the  Jerseys  stood  pre-eminent 
.among  the  defenders  of  the  public  cause ;  they  hovered 
4iround  the  enemy,  and  harassed  him  whenever  he  stepjied 
beyond  his  stationary  guards;  the  aged  watched,  ex- 
plored, designed — tlic  youth,  alert,  courageous,  and  ever 
-ready  for  the  onset,  planted  a  hedge  of  pickets  in  General 
M'a8hington^s  front,  to  abate  his  painful  solicitudes,  to  con-  ^ 
real  his  nakedness.,  and  support  the  revolution,  during  the 
,  period  in  which  a  second  army  was  totally  disbanded,  and  a 
I  third  levied  under  the  eyes  of  the  British  commander,  who  Apathy  of 
fVihh  27,000*  veteran  troops  of  Europe  at  his  disposal,  ll^J,  com- 
Jnade  no  exertion  to  discourage  the  recruiting  of  the  mander. 
American  corps,  or  to  recover  the  ground  he  bad  lost. 
I  The  continued  pressure  of  General  AVashington's  difli- Th«  con- 
4  culties  arc  best  described  in  his  correspondence.   On  the  {"esTof 
irl9th  of  Januarvy  1777,  he  writes  the  president  of  Con-  fieneral 
grcss  from  Morrislown :  <*  The  fluctuating  state  of  our  " 
army^  composed  chiefly  of  militia,  bids  fair  to  reduce  us 
to  the  situation  in  which  we  were  some  lime  ago;  that  is, 
of  scarcely  having  any  army  at  all.    One  of  the  batta- 
lions from  the  city  of  Philadelphia  goes  home  to-day,  and 
the  other  two  remain  a  few  days  through  courtesy.  The 
^time  for  which  a  country  brigade  under  General  Mifflin 
came  out  is  expired,  and  they  stay  from  day  to  day  by 
(^int  of  solicitation,  their  numbers  much  reduced  by  de- 
sertion.  We  have  about  800  of  the  eastern  continental 
troops  remaining  of  1200  or  HOO,  who  fii-st  agreed  to 
stay  ;  part  engaged  to  the  List  of  this  month,  part  to  the 
^middle  of  next.  The  iivc  Virginia  regiments  arc  reduced 

•  Sec  Letters  to  a  Nobleman  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War,  printed  by 
J.  VVilkie,  London,  1777 — also  General  Robinson's  Testimony  before 
the  House  of  Commoini. 
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Jan.  5. 
Colonel 
Spencer 
and  Gene* 
ral  DicE- 
inion  dit- 


ihcin- 
■eWes  in 
the  petit 


Colonel 
Nebon't 

enter- 
prize, 
Feb.  18. 


to  a  lianilful  of  men,  as  are  Colunel  Hand's,  Smaihvood'ff, 

t 

and  the  German  battalion.    A  few  days  ago,  Greneraf 
Warner  arrived  wiUiout  abont  700  MatfladiiHietf^smyi^ 
tia,  engaged  to  the  15th  March.  Thus  yooMt^VHrtMilF 
of  ^«iir  prMent  arm.Vt  with  wlikh  we  are  ol%«tt  loMi#^ 

up  appearnnces  before  an  enemy  already  dotthitfllo  lMii#' 
numbers,  and  who  from  every  account  arc  withdrawing^ 
their  troops  from  Rho  !e  Island,  to  foi-m  a  junction  nf 
tbetr  whole  army,  and  make  another  attempt  to  break 
up  ooTBy  or  penetrate  towards  Fhiladelpiiia;  m  ihkw§:  h3^ 
m  means  difficult  now,  as  the  ice  affMM  am  €m/jf'pliiii0S 
aver  the  Delaware.^*  And  in  a  letter  to  the  commandi^ 
officer  in  Philadelphia,  dated  Head  Quarters,  MorrliM^ 
town,  Jan.  24'th.  1777,  he  says,  «*  My  situation  will  not 
admit  of  the  smallest  delay,  in  despatching  and  forward- 
ing to  this  place  all  the  troops  in  Philadelphia*   Let  tli<^< 
utmost  expedition  be  used  in  fitting  them  out»  as  last  ai-- 
thej  arrive,  and  no  time  be  lost  in  sending  them  on  nnJ^ 
der  proper  officers,** 

In  such  circumstances,  this  resurrection  of  the  dormant'* 
spirit  of  the  Jerseys  wa.s  most  critical;  the  first  notable' 
manifestation  of  it  was  made  by  C(donel  Spencer,  who 
with  an  equal  number  of  militia  attacked  fifty  Waldeck-  ^ 
ers  near  Springfield,  killed  ten,  and  made  the  rest  prii^* 
soners  with  two  commissioned  officers.   This  cheering^ 
success  was  followed  by  a  stroke  of  ihore  importance^'' 
€Jeneral  Dickinson,  with  tour  liun«lrrcl  Jersey  militia  and* 
fifty  Pennsylvania  iKlenu  ii,  attacked  a  foragin,^  party 
of  the  enemy  of  equal  numbers,  with  three  field  pieces, 
and  charged  them  so  vigorouslj,  that  they  gave  way  and 
abandoned  their  convoy,  but  carried  olT  their  killed  and 
wounded:  in  this  affair  General  Dickinson  acquired^ 
much  credit;  he  made  nine  prisoners,  and  took  forty 
wagons,  with  upwards  of  JOO  En.:^lish  draft  horses, 
and  a  number  of  sheep  and  cattle  which  the  enemy  had 
collected }  and  soon  after  this  brilliant  exploit.  Colonel 
Nelson  of  Brunswick,  who  was  an  exile  from  his  domi- 
cile, with  150  yeomanry,  surprised  and  captared  a  m^jor 
and  fifty*nlne  loyalists  in  British  pay.  This  curfent  of 
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good  fbiiniM  on  our  part  dcpwwcd  tbo  canfidenGe  of  tlia  err  a  p. 
tnmjf  raiaed  Hm  spirits  of  the  counliyt  aid  produced  the     '  ^ 
Bioal  happy  eIRwIa  on  the  mraitfng  aeraica. 

I^Ioved  by  tfie  representations  of  General  Wa«hin!^toii  Dec. 27. 
and  tlic  desperate  state  of  public  ati'ait  s,  the  Cimj^rfss 
had  on  the  srtli  of  December  reluctautJy  conferred  oo^tvepow. 
him  rery  extenaiire  general  powers**  with  spaclic  auCho-  If^'^Jn 
Hty  to  appoint  and  levy  sixteen  battalions  of  inftmtry,  Oeneni 
three  thousand  cavatry,  three  raiments  of  artMlery,  and 
a  corps  of  cnjriiieers ;  and  he  lost  no  time  in  entering 
upon  the  or{5aiii/.ai inn  :uifl  ajumiiitment  of  these  corps. 
Shortly  i\i'UT  our  arrival  at  Morristown,  ha  did  nie  the 
honour  to  offer  me  a  lieutenant-coloneh  yf  in  one  of  the 
sixteen  battalions*  which  I  accepted*  and  was  arranged  uilp^iSu 
to  that  of  Colonel  Nathaniel  Gtiest|  but  being  informed  f^^'^^l;^^^^ 
that  this  ^ntleman  had  been  hred  on  thd  aouthem  fron-  un  u! 


•  "  Frt(i(iy,  December  27 th,  1/76. 

**  Tlic  Corrrffs  hnvin?  maturely  considered  tlir  present  crisis,  and 
liavnig  perfect  rt^^liancc-  ou  ihe  wisdom,  vigour  antt  uprightness  of  Ce- 
nerai  Washinj^jni,  do  hereby  resoWe,  that  General  Washington  shall 
be,  and  he  hc  i  u'ty  veaic-U  wiUi  lull,  ample  and  complete  puweis  to 
raise  and  culKci  together,  id  llie  most  speedy  and  eflcciusil  manner, 
frnin  atiy  or  uU  of  ihtsc  United  States,  sixteen  battalions  ol  infuniry, 
in  udJitiou  tu  UiO-N(j  ilifudy  Tnttd  by  ('i»ngTe««;  to  appoint  officers 
for  the  said  battalioas  of  ialantryi  to  raise,  officer,  and  ct^uip  JOOO 
)i||;ht  horse,  thr«e  reg^iments  of  artillery,  and  a  corps  of  engineerSf 
and  to  estaUith  tbeir  pay ;  to  apply  to  any  of  the  tiaiet  Ibr  tueh  aid 
of  tbe  oiiUtU  as  he  ahall  judge  necessary}  to  form  such  magazines 
of  proviilom,  and  in  luch  places  as  be  ibatt  think  proper;  to  dibplaee 
and  appoint  all  ofllcer»  under  the  rtfik  ol  Brlgadit  ivfenanl^  and  10 
flu  np  att  vaoancSea  in  evtiy  oihar  dqnrtmtnt  in  d»  Americni  at- 
aiiaai  to  tako^  wheraver  he  mor  bet  whatever  he  may  want  Ibr  the 
ose  of  the  army.  If  the  iahabiunta  will  not  tell  it^  allowing  a  rcaion* 
able  price  for  the  same;  to  arrest  and  cotifiiie  persons  who  refuse  to 
take  the  continental  cun'cacy,  or  are  otherwise  disaffected  to  the 
American  cause ;  and  return  to  tbe  atatea  of  wikicb  ibey  are  cittseoa« 
their  names,  and  the  nature  of  their  offences,  togetlier  with  the  wit> 
nesses  to  prove  them. — That  the  foregoing  powers  be  vested  in  Ge- 
ne: al  Washington  jor  and  durinq-  t!ie  term  of  six  mouihs  frpm  thO 
dale  hereof,  unless  sooner  dttermined  by  CongfCfl." 

t  i  vaa  then  m  my  tweatieth  year. 
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CUXP.  tier,  1  was  fearful  a  diflfercnce  of  education  might  be 
piTjudicial  to  the  harmony  of  the  corps,  and  took  the 
liberty  to  offer  tlic  suggestion  to  the  General,  who  was 
pleased  to  say,  that  it  was  «  to  remedy  the  defects  of  lax 
discipline  and  polite  manners,  he  had  attached  me  to  the 
corps  of  Colonel  Guest,  who  although  a  rough  was  a 
brave  and  a  good  man/'  My  apprehensions  of  the  con- 
tact were  not  however  removed,  and  finally  the  General 
'  indulged  me  with  an  election,  and  I  chose  Colonel  Tho- 

mas Hartley,  with  whom  I  had  served  in  Canada,  for 
my  immediate  superior.  My  instructions  for  the  re- 
cruiting service  were  soon  arranged,  and  I  repaired  to 
Maryland,  with  authority  to  appoint  officers  to  three 
companies,  for  whom  I  received  blank  commissions  from 
General  Washington,  to  be  filled  up  at  my  discretion. 

I  left  head  quarters  at  Morristown  in  the  Jerseys  about 
the  15th  of  January,  and  hastened  to  the  place  of  my  de- 
signation, where  I  proceeded  to  a  selection  of  platoon 
officers  for  the  three  companies,  to  he  appointed  by  me, 
and  among  those  of  my  appointment,  I  recollect  Captain 
Benjamin  Stoddert,*  since  secretary  of  the  navy,  the  va- 
lued friend  of  my  youth  and  age,  Captain  Richard  Wil- 
son of  Queen  Ann  county,  an  esteemed  and  respectable 
acquaintance,  who  made  a  brilliant  officer,  and  Lieute- 
nant Henry  Carberry,  late  a  colonel  in  the  army.  Hav- 
ing completed  the  appointments  depending  on  me,  and 
put  my  recruiting  parties  in  operation,  I  returned  to  Phi- 
ladelpliia,  the  regimental  rendezvous,  the  beginning  of 
March,  where  I  found  General  Gates  in  command,  and 
he  immediately  invited  the  renewal  of  the  intimacy  with 
which  he  had  honoured  me  the  preceding  campaign.  ^ 
1  rial,  Soon  after  my  arrival  in  Pliihulelphia,  I  was  ordered 

comicm-        ^1  James  Molesworth,  accused  of  bcine:  a  spy 

nation  and  o       i . 

fxtciiiion  from  the  enemy,  and  for  endeavouring  to  inveigle  three 
MolcT.*^^  pilots  into  their  service,  to  conduct  tlicir  ships  of  war  to 
tvorili.      tlie  attack  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia.   'I'his  case  was  the 

•  Stoddert  was  wounded  in  the  battle  of  Brandywine,  and  Car- 
berry  on  General  Sullivan's  expediiloa  against  the  ludians. 
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first  which  bad  occurred  after  tlic  revolt  of  the  colonicsy  chap. 
and  several  circumstances  occurred  to  produce  cmbar- 
rassments;  tlie  law  martial  could  alone  apply  to  the  of- 
fence charged  against  the  culprit,  but  it  had  not  been 
committed  within  the  precincts  of  a  military  camp  or 
garrison,  nor  was  the  attempt  made  on  a  military  cha- 
racter ;  yet  it  was  hostile  to  the  revolutionary  causc^ 
the  example  was  dangerous  in  its  tendency,  and  the  pub- 
lic safety  required  it  should  be  nipped  in  the  bud,  to  deter  ' 
evil  doers  from  the  repetition  of  it ;  the  Congress  inter- 
posed its  omnipotent  and  unrestrained  authority;  Major- 
general  Gates  ordered  tlie  court,  approved  tlie  sentence, 
and  directed  the  execution,  but  submitted  the  proceed- 
ings to  Congress,  who  after  reading  the  same,  declared^ 
«  and  it  appearing  thereby  tliat  the  same  James  Molse- 
worth  is  found  guilty  of  the  crimes  laid  to  his  charge, 
and  sentenced  to  suffer  death,  resolved,  that  Congress 
approve  the  sentence  aforesaid,  and  confirm  tlic  orders  of 
General  Gates  for  the  execution  of  it;'*  and  he  was  ac- 
cordingly executed — but  tlie  opinion  of  the  court  was  not 
unanimous.  This  victim  of  policy  was  obscure  in  his 
birth  and  circumstances,  witli  an  exterior  of  simplicity 
and  meekness;  he  appeared  strongly  attached  to  a  fe- 
male, who  was  suspected  of  an  intimacy  with  a  Mr. 

F  s,  and  I  frequently,  by  order,  visited  him  in  his 

cell,  with  promises  of  pardon,  if  he  would  discover  his 
accomplices:  his  extreme  sensibility  and  religious  de- 
votion affected  my  heart,  and  1  felt  as  if  .1  could  have 
given  half  my  existence  to  have  saved  him;  but  he  made 
no  confession,  nor  did  he  implicate  any  person,  though 
he  wrote  several  ambiguous  and  incoherent  notes  to  the 
female  alluded  to.  .  .( 

On  the  23th  of  March,  General  Gates  was  again  ap-  General 
pointed  to  the  command  of  the  northern  department,*  p  *J*ed 

•  .  « Philadelphia,  March  26th,  1776. 

"  Sir, 

"  1  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  excellency's  letter  of  yesterday 
evening,  and  am  happy  in  beings  agkln  appointed  to  the  important 
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CHAP. 
IV 

the  com- 
mand of 
Uie  norih- 
em  de- 
partment. 


Wilkinson 
with  per- 
of 

General 
Washing-- 
ton,  sacri- 
fices his 
commis* 
sion  to  ac- 
company 
General 
Catcf. 


aod  urged  mc  so  strunglj  to  accompany  liim,  that  I  at 
length  consented)  provided  General  Washington  would 
permit  me;  and  to  ascertain  his  will  i  mounted  my 
horse  and  waited  on  liim  at  Morristown,  1  arrived  in 
the  evening,  and  wlien  1  presented  myself,  found  him 
alone ;  he  received  mc  kindly,  hut  when  1  ojiened  my 
husincss,  hy  asking  leave  to  resign  my  lieutenant-colo- 
nelcy, he  seemed  piqued,  and  asked  mc  what  i  proposed 
t£»  do  J  I  answered,  "  to  accompany  General  Gates.*' 
He  enquired  for  what  reason  i  replied,  that  I  had 
«  served  in  the  northern  department,  had  made  ohsorva- 
tions  on  the  topogra])hy  of  the  country,  which  I  helieved 
would  enable  me  to  render  more  service  there  than  else- 
wlieiT,  and  1  had  understood  it  was  probable  the  most 
active  o{iei*ation8  would  bo  in  that  quarter."  He  replied 
« I  would  to  God,  gentlemen  could  for  once  know  their 
own  minds  ;  I  have  been  endeavoring  to  form  a  register 
of  the  army,  but  meet  with  so  many  caprices,  that  1  fear 
it  will  be  impossible;  but  if  you  have  a  mind  to  resign^ 
you  have  my  permission.'*  At  tliis  last  expression  my 
young  heart  lea^Kd  witli  joy,  so  warmly  had  General 
Gates  attached  it  to  him,  by  his  indulgence  of  my  self 
love.  I  took  leave  of  General  Washington  with  grateful 
acknowledgments,  and  returned  to  Philadelphia  on  the 
wings  of  impatience,  to  equip  myself  fur  the  campaign, 
and  follow  General  Gates,  who  had  set  out  for  Albany 
the  beginning  of  April. 


command  of  the  northern  department.  The  honourable  the  Congress 
may  rest  assured  of  my  utmost  dili(^ence  and  ability  being  exerted  in 
(heir  service:  my  firm  integrity  and  warmest  gratitude  are  also  du6 
to  the  United  Slates  for  this  mark  of  respect  from  you,  Sir,  and  the 
Congress.  I  proi>ose  leaving  this  city  on  Monday  morning,  and  shall 
proceed  without  delay  to  execute  the  duties  of  my  staiion.  That  the 
events  of  the  ensuing  campaign  may  fill  wilh  joy  ihe  friends  of  free- 
dom, and  satisfy  the  appointments  of  Congress,  is  the  ardent  wish  of 

"  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

HOKATIO  GATES,  Major-^c^encrat. 


*'  Hit  Excellency  Gen.  Qeorge  Wathingtou,  Cvinmander  in  Cfiir/f 
Mead  (iuarfcrtf  MorrittovinV 
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I  intreat  the  particular  attention  of  the  reader  to  this  chap. 
transaction,  because  it  will  prove  that  the  pride  of  mi- 
iitar>'  ambition  liad  not  then  infected  niy  bosom,  and 
my  whole  soul  was  devoted  to  the  cau^se  of  my  country ; 
it  is  true,  I  w.is  emulous  of  distinction,  hut  it  was  moro 
the  distinction  of  service,  than  that  of  rank:  Heaven  will 
bear  me  witness,  that  i  now  record  what  1  then  felt,  and 
the  precious  sentiment  has  been  illustrated  by  my  subse- 
quent conduct;  but  it  will  be  recollected  by  my  contem- 
poraries, that  the  calumnies  wherewith  my  character  wa3 
assailed  in  the  bud  of  life,  were  signalised  by  imputations  , 
of  ingratitude  to  Genei*al  Gates;  that  these  have  beeu 
made  auxiliary  to  the  more  modern  slanders^  with  which 
I  have  been  persecuted,  and  that  the  incongruous  mass  has 
been  carefully  banded  down  to  posterity,  by  men  whoso 
malevolence  is  insatiable;  those  warm  hearted, candid  and 
in^nuous  characters,  who  have  been  prejudiced  against 
me  by  misrepresentations,  will  perceive  on  the  perusal  of 
these  sheets,  that  I  made  my  noviciate  in  arms  at  my  own 
expense,  and  at  the  sacrifice  of  an  honourable  profession; 
thafunder  the  patronge  and  personal  observation  of  Gene- 
ral Washington,  I  mounted  from  a  company  to  a  lieute- 
nant-colonelcy in  the  line,  and  that  at  the  instance  of  Gene- 
ral Gatefl,  surely  to  servo  him  and  not  myself,  at  a  timo 
when  1  did  not  owe  him  a  shadow  of  obligation*  I  was 
induced  after  almost  two  years  of  incessant  active  ser- 
vice, between  the  Atlantic  and  the  St  Lawrence,  to  re- 
sign my  lineal  rank  and  its  emoluments,  and  to  accept  a 
subordinate  station  on  the  staff,  from  which  I  had  been 
promoted.  To  military  men  this  may  api>ear  a  pheno- 
menon, and  the  incident  drew  the  following  brief  remark 
from  the  vu*tuous  old  General  Armstrong,  <  the  hero  of 
Kittanning,'  when  he  heard  it, — «Well,  wonders  will 
never  cease,  while  lieutenant-colonels  of  the  line  resign 
to  become  majors  of  the  staff;  it  is  a  new  thing  under 
the  sun."  But  my  motives  have  been  explained,  and 
must  justify  my  conduct,  or  I  shall  cheerfully  abide  the 
censure  of  those  who  are  not  satisfied.  .   '  . .  '  . 

VOLc  I.  X 
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CHAP.  I  reached  Albany  the  latter  end  of  April,  and  was 
soon  after  despatched  by  Genera!  Gates,  with  instraction^ 
examine  and  re]*ii!ate  tlie  chain  of  communication 
with  Ticc)iidci-o.!5a,  which  dcpendinc;  on  a  combination  of 
land  and  water  transjmrt,  had  in  the  course  of  the  pre- 
rcdini^  winter  been  entirely  deranged,  by  tlic  negligence 
and  misconduct  of  the  public  agents  j  and  after  perform-* 
ing  this  service,  I  was  directed  to  take  post  at  'f'icondc- 
roga,  enter  upan  my  functions  of  brigade  major,  and 
keep  the  General  regularly  advised  of  tlic  state  of  the 
garrison,  and  every  material  occurrence.  The  following 
communications  will  best  explain  the  manner  in  which  I 
discharged  my  duty,  and  I  submit  them  to  the  indulgent 
consideration  of  the  i-eader,  as  the  production  of  an  ar- 
dent, inexperienced  youth,  who  had  not  reached  his  twen- 
tieth year.""^  *   *    •  •       ♦  fr* 

^'Ticonderoga,  May  letkf  ±777. 

«  My  dear  General, 
'.letters  of     "  I  arrived  here  on  the  ISth  inst.  and  was  politely  re- 

ind  260? '  ceived  by  General  P  ,  who  immediately  ordered  rc- 

May,i77r,  turus  from  the  several  departments  under  his  command^ 
referred    ^y^,^^.|^  ^^^^  ^  great  deal  of  trouble,  I  have  obtained,  and 

now  inclose  you.  Their  inaccuracy  I  hope  will  bo  ex- 
cused, as  the  adjutants  are  in  general  new  hands,  and  the 
management  of  this  department  has  degenerated  incredi- 
bly. 1  flatter  myself  their  next  efforts  will  be  more  in- 
telligible. Colonel  Ilay  went  yesterday  to  Skcensbo- 
rough,  and  promised  to  meet  this  express  at  FoK  Ed- 
wai'd,  with  the  state  of  that  post.  Wood  creek,  the  Saw 
mill,  Sec,  which  I  desired  him  to  inclose  to  you. 

There  is  a  general  cry  for  clothing ;  the  shirts  in 
8toro  are  refused  by  the  soldiery,  and  are  in  fact  too 
mean  to  be  worn:  there  is  a  total  want  of  iron  proper 
for  mounting  the  aKillory,  and  a  great  demand  for  arms 
and  accoutrements^  those  ainns  which  have  lately  arrived 
from  Albany,  were  so  flimsily  repaired^  as  not  to  bear. 
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tlic  traMportation^  which  has  put  them  in  a  worse  condi-  CHAl^. 
tion  than  when  tliey  were  sent  away :  hence  I  think  wiM 
appear  tlie  ahsimiity  oi  establishing  tiie  armoury  at  Jo- 
hnny, and  tbo  propriety  of  moving  it  to  this  poa^  v/bufrp 
at  jn  ii^mpadjiMyvVMdei :  the  ktst  ii^nrj  to^  a  fire- 
lock lendtfs  it  wehia  milil  ft  baa  trardM  to  chat  place 
hack  again^  with  the  imniiiieat  risk  (if  a  boify  may 
jodge  from  present  appearances)  of  being  returneil  wor|c 
lhati  it  went  a\vay. 

^  This  garrifioa  is  comtderahly  oblige  to  Major  Ste* 
vena*  of  the  artillery y  an  active^  lionest>  and  industrions 
oQberi  |»  4Mm^liifikaioi^^  and  wiU  in  a  JitUe  llmb« 
if  aapplied'^h  paper^  to  ammunition  eoongh  for  the 
troopib  ¥oar  last  campaign  eatahltahed  a  comiiauy  of 
artificers  under  liis  ilirection,  which  you  will  now  «jLscrve 
included  in  his  return  ;  tliey  are  an  excellent  si^i  of  hrrnds 
and  will  alone  1  think  be  able  in  prepare  tlic  wcMid  woi'k 
neceesary  for  mounting  Uie  artillery  destined  for  the  poet; 
bnl  mleao  im  ia  teiuahedy  thia  will  be  of  no  conse* 
qnenoe.  I  indooe  yon  tha  esaminations  of  a  nnmher  of 
toriee^  who  were  intercepted  in  arms  on  the  east  and  west 
sides  of  the  lake»  and  are  now  in  cu-sludy.  General  P 
waits  your  orders  respectini^  them. 

;  •«Wbitcomb  was  detached  on  the  l^th  inst.  with  a 
party  of  idO  ment  in  quest  of  M^Alpin's  crewy  and  will, 
1  lan(7»  apare  no  pains  to  fall  in  with  them* 

When  I  arrived  here*  I  understood  that  the  enemy 

were  forming  a  post  at  Gilliland's  creek,  consisting  chief* 
ly  of  Indians  and  lories.  I  urged  the  necessity  of  imme- 
diately dislodging  them,  and  the  General  has  sent  out  a 
^ificoui  to  reconnoitre  their  situation  |  his  return  wiU  de- 
termine what  must  he  done»  , 

«  The  poor  remains  of  our  1teet»  which  might  he  ren- 
^dered  aolhewhat  respectable,  are  at  present  in  a  most 
contemptible  situation;  without  order,  witiiout  any  shade 
regulai'ityi  and  almost  void  oi  naval  stores  j  it  is  badl/ 

*        commaniled  the  Antertcan  wtillery  at  the  cooTention  oC 
.Saratopu 
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OtfAF.  DMnned  and  imse^ably  officer^  Major  Stevens  iirajW 

^^^^^  a  reinforcement  of  art  ilk  i  ists,  as  his  corjis  is  by  no  means 
capable  uf  manning  tbe  different  liattertes»  and  lie 
for  field  piecea. 

Several  regtmenta  at  tbia  post  m  torn  to  piioaa  by 
detachtnent8»  aa  you  wOl  obaerre  by  lha  Ntma:  tba  aB* 
ears  earnestly  wish  to  have  than  calM  in  and  iiicar|»» 
rated,  the  good  efTects  of  which  you  are  fully  sensible  of* 
*«  I  think  yours  or  some  other  general's  presence  ira- 
niediately  necessary  at  this  post,  for  be  assured  the  i^ar. 
liaon  under  the  present  dominion  will  in  a  abort  time  \^ 
vaDdered  a  mare  chaoa.  Geneiral  P'  ■  ia  a  woftbgr  geoi. 
tempered  member  of  aociety,  and  a  man  I  cateamt  but  aa 
little  of  the  general^  tliat  be  baa  no  opMoii  of  bit  am  | 
indeed  he  is  one  of  the  most  humble  characters  I  ever 
knew;  void  of  that  authorttative  decision  \\  hich  e^races 
even  error>  he  betrays  all  tiie  timid  diffidence  of  con* 
scions  ignorance.  Pardon  the  freedom  of  my  language  ^ 
,  I  apeak  to  General  Gates*  bobtn  bim  i  bapa  I  addraaa  a- 
frieiid*  The  garriaon  tncreaaea  rapitfy:  Ibopa  la  Iba 
course  of  a  week  to  retorn  you  Ibar  tbrnnantf  men,  ami 
am  with  the  utmost  respect  my  dear  Cieneral's  much 
obliged^  obedient  and  ready  servant, 

«<  JA.  WiL&lNSOii. 

«  iOraa.  JUdjor-gineral  €faUsJ^ 

My  dear  General, 
The  director*  has  taken  so  precipitate  a  flight  from 
this  place,  that  he  leaves  me  scaixe  a  minute  to  write  to 
you.  1  wish  to  Heaven,  either  youi*self  or  Genend  St. 
Clair  was  here  fur  a  few  days.  Colonel  fiLoacinako  ia 
timidly  modest— Baldwin  is  incloaing  the  linaa  on  a  ptoa 

of  his  own^-General  baa  arrived,  ha  ia  a  vaiy  la^ 

efBcient  officer,  though  somewhat  more  determinedl  than 
— •  We  are  now  about  three  thousand  strong  ,*  the 
militia  P.  T.  arrive  in  small  regimente;  the  apy^  tiirougli 

*  Doctor  Fott8«  director  of  hospitaU. 
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the  negligence  of  the  guard  at      landing  place*  has  es-  CRAP* 
caped.  I  dread  the  want  of  provisions  more  than  men,  1 
MB  at  prcMAt  aiittle  indisposed*  and  am  with  the  utmost 
■liqprtj  yew  neb  oUlpily  obedient  and  ready  servanlf 


«  XicaiNbn^f  JUay  2a^A»  1777« 

u  Mjr  dear  Geueralf 

4€\mom telfiflB ywi a geMral mlani ef  thii gaiMaiMiy 
iHl  caiiaot  lii  vMiMT  It  oemapoiidi  vHh  th^ 

sent  that  off  in  such  a  liarry  ai  imH  la  feasrve  a  copy. 

Tiie  adjutants,  generally  speaking,  arc  blockheads,  and 
two  of  the  brigade  majors  are  totally  ignorant  of  their 
datyf  so  that  this  incorrect  ej^hibition  is  the  product  oC 
Ihm  dajs  fazattDus  labenr*  Since  Crsneral  —.'s  ar» 
liTll  oa  Tueadajr  laaf^  we  hare  taraaght  ailtiie  eeutiaea*- 
tal  troops,  except  Loag'a  regiamtt  to  flli  aide  of  the 
lake,  and  have  posted  the  mQitia  oa  the  moant,  brigaded 
under  Colonel  Long,  a  genteel,  amiable  man.  The  troops 
on  this  side  are  formed  under  Brigadiers  and 

F  The  sUy  of  the  militia  fa  qnHa  dIacfalioBary 

nHh  the  Gaaaialf  as  tiiejr  are  taraed  aat  on  this  ener* 
gencgr  withoot  aay  Hmited  tena  of  duratfoBf  though  tb^ 
begin  already  to  eomplaln.  Ton  will  ftad  in  theaa  retona 
a  very  treacherous  \)io\v)v{u)n  of  oflicers,  and  that  several 
are  furloughed  in  iiie  original  return;  frauds  which  your 
or  General  St.  Clair's  presence  is  necessary  to  correct. 

«  Coloael  May  is  an  actite  officer^  of  more  jodgment 
4baa  any  one  I  know  in  thia  garrison.  Ahont  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  of  the  men  retamed  on  command,  are 
under  his  direction,  and  arc  I  believe  advantageously  em- 
ployed; the  residue  are  under  Colunel  Baldwin,  and  on 
hoard  the  fleet,  where  I  think  economy  is  much  needed; 
one  whole  company  of  carpenters  are  constantly  employ- 
ad  in  ibrmieig  a  Idnfl  of  fHezed  abbatis,  on  the  exterior 
of  theglocis  sflfte  Fnneh  IttiM.  Tho  woi4a  are  precipl. 
latad  OB  the  plan  laid  down  by  Colonel  Baldwin :  the  re- 
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CHAP*  doubt  at  tikooG  lines  g<»e8  on  findy  $  it  is  formed  b/oertsi^ 

liiiMih^iKtBR Jit  tiM  fMUr  Md  of  llM^  oiirtei* 
^^''^  tlMt  tluM  iliN^lMvAfVHMr  m  0p<»ad»  aiii  dMli^  «^ 

more  invalids  than  real*  disease^  the  complaints  of  man^ 
being  very  triTia! ;  however,  as  I  have  no  authority 
to  obviate  this  subterfuge,  they  will  continue  to  avail 
themselves  of  it  Th^  muster-master  is  Moh  wanted  $ 
he  cannat  arrive  too  soon*  Tlie  artificers^  awl  a  wmber 
ef  workmen^  are  at  present  witlMut  anas,  and  as  there  is 
In  ase  and  in  stare  a  great  proporlftm  of-  had  enes^  I' 
think  there  ap[>cars  an  evident  necessity  ot  luoviug  the 
ai^moury  to  this  place  immeiliately.  - 

My  general  is  acquainted  with  tiio  various  precau- 
tions preparatory  to  soocess6ii  detoeaf  ha  fcnoWatha 
sal^t  to  be  too  caaqdex  fhr  the  eanprehenaion  af  nan 
of  mean  abilities^  no  cdnsaiian»  and  little  eKpenenca>-» 
vbat  then  must  he  the  firte  of  this  garrison  under  its  pre* 
sent  command  I  I  give  you  my  honour,  at  this  moment 
there  is  no  disposilioti  of  defence  made  in  case  of  an  at- 
tacky  or  even  alarm  posts  assigned ;  I  shall  endeavour  to 
have 'the  latter  consideration  settled  this  day.  FrofLr 
denoe.  yesterday  expoaad  one  point  of  oar  waaknass^J^^ 
ordtsring  a  gale  of  wind»  which  carried  away  and  hrafca 
to  pieces  the  hoom»  bridge,  and  every  appendage  thereof* 

*<  Please  to  ohscn'c  the  proportion  ol  oiiicci  s  in  Wl»it- 
comb's  cor|)s;  1  cannot  find  out  tbe  establishment  on 
which  it  is  iiarmed^  and  believe  no  person  has  before  ob- 
tained a  return  lh>ni  him.  I  inclose  yen  hia  -origiaai» 
With  the  relara  of  an  aasooiate^  Captain  Lte^  a  nia»  or 
whom  I  C9m  ^in  m  satwfaetion.  I  think  if  the  pnhlie 
litvour  vs  hestuwed>it  ought  to  he  uu  men  ot  public  bene* 
voicnce  at  least. 

«  We  iiavc  intelligence  of  the  enemy's  fleet  being  off 
Cumberland  head:  perhaps  1  may  personalty  ascertain 
the  truth  oC  this  iaforaiatMin  in  a  fbw  daya> 

**  I  shall  be  proud  to  receive  your  cetnmands  reipectr 
ing  the  future  retams.  A  scout  has  this  oMNnent  airived 
who  was  yesterday  chased  near  the  k  ous  iirother^^ 
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fimr  «f  ikt  mm»iy%  bcmis  ;  he  ebsemd.  lying  *tl  Hmk  cflMS^ 

place  A  schooner^  a  ptttiauj^r,  aud  six  or  seven  biitteaux- 
1  suj)]n)se  Ihev  lire  taking  off  tlic  wheat  and  stock  which 
we  IkAve  neglected  to  secure.  To  you,  Sir^  i  Itave  sjioks 
yitiriiy  of  mm  mtd  tkdog^  bwaiiia  I'Hwgfct  it  my  4i^w 
%wi  espeetf  imlmi  il  btooom  neceaniyf  tluit  my  mil 
npanl  c—iaiy  will  not  iBTohretbe  in  controftti^  witk 
aaei^  wlioni  I  «hoiiid  in  proper  place  reapcct. 

I  have  the  hotiaur  to  be, 
■  '  •      •  M  My  dear  General's 

Obliged  and  ready  servEHt, 

«r  Mil.  Xdjor^gtneM  finttt**' 

•  In  -thefle  letters  the  defenceless  condition  of  this  im- 
portant fortress  is  ex|K>sed  with  much  simplicity  and 
Iruthi  and  tho'CAeste  which  led  to  the  abandomnent 
«f  It  are  ebTienef  ytU  for  the  nieHlbrMe  deedy  t^ 
tifortente  :8lk.  Clilr  eoibfed  the  mofll  'mefdHedi  wid 

■ 

mutterltod  perseedtloiie  |  netwHIistiuidlfif^  Ae  ^cilaAll^ 

was  proiJuced  by  the  improvidence  and  neglect  of  tlic 
national  conncils,  and  although  it  is  manifest  to  evory 
military  man,  that  the  abandonment  of  the  phice  laid 
the  foondatioa  for  the  capture  of  General  Bwgoyiie ; 

'efeiit*  whiA  counteiManeed  the  adveraitlee  of  the 
iMn  drmy,  prodtKM  ah  French  aHfaniGe,*  and  acce<» 
kfated  the  establishment  of  the  national  independence. 
-i^Rcadcr?  T  conjure  you  to  bear  in  mind,  that  whilst 
■ly  humbie  pen  is  offering  tliis  smaH  tribute  to  the 
mc^Hts  and  the  services  of  « -revolutionary  cldef;  this 
nostril  ddteirhendhig  aludw  a  load*  of  yeany  aBer 
ttfcvtog  Aled  "Ite  hlgheeC  ^IBccb  of  tte  etat^  on  a  nri* 
ooMUe^  pittance  tfie  eftet  of  local  homityy  not  iHntowed 
by  the  general  ^vernment,  but  by  the  benevolence  of 

*  BefiNre  tbisereat  tiMohed  Tmu,  I  wu  auured  by  ComiMoie 
Kicholton  and  the  Hon.  WilUun  Carmlchael»  who  were  thetc^  we 
ftUtn  liito  well  dttrepiite«  thit  the  name  of  AiDerieah  w«s 
hsDled*  ' 
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CH^P.  tlie  fttRtc  ot  PennsylTaiiiai  is  suffered  to  drag  outiife  ift 
iodigence  and  oUscurit)^. 

About  this  period  tk»  noble  pairiotism  and  gwueroua 
aeif  damalf  viiick  b«d  camented  tlia  delibaratloiiSy  unitid 
tha  eaorgice*  And  gaidad  the  Tiews  of  iSbt  ikmgnUt  be- 
gan to  be  affecM  by  peraonal  bias  aad  local  preju- 
dices; and  the  private  animosities  which  sprong  up. 
Infected  the  first  assembly  of  the  world  with  intriguea 
and  cabals^  similar  to  those  which  distinguished  a  con* 
clavp  of  cardinals  in  tlia  aijcteontli  oentury.  On  the  25tla 
of  Mmbf  witlmt  ^  reaaaa  aaaignedt  Miyor-genenl 
Qatca^  hj  erdir  ef  the  Congreaif  superceded  Bligor- 
general  Scbnylerf  bla  superior  olioarf  in  Urn  cudhmM 
of  the  nortiiern  department;  and  on  the  22d  of  May 
following,  Major-general  Snhuykr,  without  any  profiss- 
ed  moitve>  was  restored  to  tiiat  de^uiment.  These  ca- 
prices were  unworthy  the  national  councils,  and  iiyi^ 
rhwa  1)0  the  paddle  intareala ;  in  miUtaiy  allhira  thia  Tet^ 
saHlitf  19  Qonniand  begets  disgust  and  negligenoe^  dnai]« 
the  zeal  of  the  officer^  and  utterly  subverts  responsibili- 
ty; and  it  is  in  general  tlic  offspnng  of  personal  animo- 
sity or  the  intrigues  of  sinister  am  bit  ion,  of  whicli  the 
administration  of  President  Madison  furaisbss  abundant 
proofs. 

General  Schuyler  reached  Albany  the  3d  of  June^  and 
Schuyler  i^^dresssd  General  Gates  the  next  d%y  fiir  Infoffmati^ 
tiie  eom*  reapecting  the  state  of  the  department,  to  which  letter  he 
nand.      received  no  answer,  but  Gen.  Gates  waited  011  liim,  and  pre- 
sented a  letter  from  the  commanding  oflicer  at  Ticondero- 
ga,  and  a  retui-n  of  the  troops.   On  the  5th  Gen.  Sc^NQT- 
ler  ordered  Gen.  St  Clair  to.repair  to  XiiMden^  na* 
take  the  consoMuidf  who  acoardiiigly  reaehad  thai  ponl  ma 
the  Igthy  where  he  found  a  snudl  garrison*  badly  armed^ 
worse  dadf  and  without  nagaziues.   It  is  a  fact,  that 
both  Major-general  Sclmyler  and  Major-general  Gates^ 
had  demanded  10,00u  continental  trnops  for  the  defence 
of  Ticondero^a;  but  unfortunately  the  Congress  had 
received  inform ation,  in  the  course  of  the  springf  ir77# 
Which  thi^  credited,  that  a  large  portion  nf  the  arnfuf 
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CimwlA  ted  been  ordered  ionnd  to  N<n^  York^  to  oo*ope>  c r i  \f. 
rate  with  Sir  Wilttuii  Hiiwe>  wid  tbat  no  eeriooe  opm-     *  ^ 
tloii  would  be  carried  against  tlie  nortbem  fhmtler.  Uii-  ^^^^^^^ 

der  these  iropressions,  the  troops  intended  for  Uic  de- 
fbnce  of  Ticomlorogi,  had  been  detained  on  the  sea  coast, 
and  tfie  whole  northern  department  was  impi^uvidehtlj 
neglected* 

Among  the  lanHiW  diOtallfeitt  wtoh  enconiiaseed  General 
General  81;  dahv  two  of  the  oioat  important  were  foimd  ainicuir' 
iaauperahlek  Tbe  enemy  from  liia  command  of  the  lake,  ties  ext. 
and  by  tbe  hords  of  Indiaofi  with  whom  fre  covered  his 

front)  rendered  it  iini^js^ililo  tu  iusccrlaln  Ina  lurcc  ;intl 
penetrate  liis  designs^  and,  at  tlie  same  timc^  the  coodi- 
tion  of  his  magazine  of  ^?iaions,  forbid  his  calling  for 
anxiiiarjr  force  in  anj  extranity^  becaaae  the  remedy 
wonld  Imte  bean  worse  than  the  disease;  as  without  it 
we  oonid  hut  he  beaten,  and  with  it  we  must  have 
fltarvod. 

When  General  Gates  discovered  from  his  fi  ii  ik's  in 
CoiigresSy  that  it  was  probable  he  would  he  superceded 
in  command  bjr  Qenerai  Schuyler,  ho  by  the  express  an- 

*  i^xtraclof  a  letter  from  Major-general  St.  CUir  to  hU  csceiiency 
Johii  Hancock,  president  of  Cougress : 

*'  Ticonderoga,  Junr  ^Si/t,  \77T. 

"  I  inclose  3  0U  a  rclurn  of  our  troops  at  this  po'^t,  by  wliicli  you. 
ViU  perceive  ovtr  effective  numbers  are  lilllc  more  than  2000,  a  force 
grcully  inaUe^uale  U)  ils  uctence  ;  which  should  ihc  enemy  alUck  it 
in  force,  would  require  at  kast  four  times  that  number  :  in  that  two 
thouaand  are  included  a  number  of  attilicera  who  are  unarmedt  and 
laaoj  of  the  soldicra  are  In  the  same  condition,  and  the  whole  in  ver^ 
fffest  warn  of  clothings  neeoatteoMntfl  and  hayonela. 

^If  the  nmtmoeie  called  iii»thqrmiabt  ^iUj  enable  in  to  keep 
poiaeaaiflBtt  hut  I  ^ate  not     ▼•BUiicd  00  that  atep  en  aoeonnt  of  o«r 
low  state  of  provisions^  there  not  being  more  tlian  35  days  meat  fiir  ~ 
the  troops  now  here»  and  because  of  the  uncertainty  in  which  we 
were  with  regard  to  the  enemy's  designs. 

Ko  army  was  ever  in  a  more  critical  siiuation  than  we  now  are; 
and  fitipposing  that  this  motion  is  only  a  feint  to  favour  the  operations 
of  Sir  William  Uove,  which  J  Still  suspect  it  to  be»  we  may  and  pro* 
bably  will  be  reduced  to  the  greatest  distress*  the  supplies  being  de- 
rived from  sticli  a  distance,  and  the  communication  so  difficult*  that 
it  is  next  to  impossible  to  support  it/' 

voju  h  X 
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CHAP.  ihori!y  of  Cuugressy  issued  the  foUowiog  orders  whicli 
placed  me  at  the  head  of  the  a^vlaiK  general's  depart- 
ment in  the  northern  army. 

GENERAL  OEDSRS 

Jlaid  ((iiartcrs,  May  tlith,  1777. 

«  Colonel  James  \Vilkil|8oii  is  appointed  deputy  adju- 
|ant*gcneral  to  tlie  army  in  the  northern  department  of 
America;  all  oc4ert  written  or  verbal*  coming  from  him, 
are  to  be  considered  as  the  orders  of  the  general  in  chief 

of  that  department,  and  as  such  are  to  be  punctually 

and  iiiiinediateiy  obeyed ;  and  to  this  order  all  briijadc 
majors,  adjutants  and  others^  are  to  pay  sU*ict  attention 
and  due  obcdiencet" 

UORATiO  GATES,  ^'or  Oen.'' 

I  had  no  suspicion  when  I  recelred  this  order,  that  the 
command  of  the  department  was  abont  to  be  changed, 

nor  had  I  any  expectation  ol  rcccivinpr  this  appointment. 
My  breast  was  warmed  at  that  early  day  with  the  same 
personal  aflections,  and  zeal  for  tiie  interests  of  my  coun- 
try which  still  animate  it,  and  the  following  letter  writ- 
ten at  the  time,  will  speak  for  the  canikmr  of  these  de- 
clarations. 

TicondcTogOf  Maif  dist,  1777, 

<*  My  dear  General, 

Permit  me  to  make  yon  my  mpst  grateful  acknow- 
ledgments for  the  compliment  you  have  paid  me  by  att 
appointment  little  expected,  and  I  fear  less  merited.  The 

duties  of  the  department,  master  my  slender  experience^ 

ami  1  dread,  unless  I  am  honuuicd  with  your  directions, 
that  your  ticction  will  not  escape  the  censures  of  the  ma- 
lignant and  envious;  hut  as  1  am  determvied  mver  to  dis- 
grace my  c(nnmissio7h  the  conviction  of  my  ineapaeUy  to 
attain  a  knowltdgt  of  the  duty  shall,  loith  your  permission, 
immediately  reduce  me  to  my  late  most  agreeable  siimtionm 
imust  beg  parduti  ivi  tliC  incuhercnt  scroll  vvhicb  yo^ 
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last  received  from      ;  it  was  the  hurried  dictate  of  n  CHAP, 
breast  torn  by  connicling  passions. 

«  Ten  pieces  of  ordnance  have  ai  rived,  wliich  will  be  ^^^^"^ 
mounted^  Major  Stephens  tells  me,  in  five  days;  the  rest 
are  hourly  expected :  I  shall  pay  strict  attention  to  the 
preparation  of  the  carriages.  The  worlds  are  now  poshed 
on  B— 's  unmeanin^^  plan.*— For  God's  sake,  let  Kos- 
ciusko coiDC  back  as  soon  as  possible,  with  propei'  autho- 
rity. The  comniis^arv's  dejKu  tiiieiit  has  been  as  much 
neglected  as  the  quarter-master's,  for  we  could  not  sub- 
sist the  present  small  garrison  longer  than  ten  weeks  |  in 
this  situation  whal  would  be  the  consequence  of  the  ene> 
ray's  cutting  off  tbe  communications  by  l4ahe  George  and 
Skeensborou.qh  ?— fhink,  the  reducdon  of  the  garrison 
uitiiout  discharging  a  ejun.  Being  luoi  e  apprehensive 
of  this  move  tiiau  their  attackin.q  the  lines,  I  have  urged 
the  necessity  of  obstructing  their  passage  into  the  South 
bay»  and  Cblonel  Hay  has  undertaken  the  business  by 
sinking  piersy  which  he  says  he  witt  he  able  to  complete 
in  three  weeks. 

«  Whitcorab  returned  from  Split  Rock  last  night,  and 
coniulcs  the  intrllic^encc  tr;ujs{iiiUed  you  by  General 
■  -  -  ■  y  he  says  there  is  only  one  schooner  in  that  quar- 
ter of  the  lake»  and  she  lies  at  Otter  creek. 

Itjwas  contrary  to  my  opinion^  that  General  ■  <  '  ■ 
wrote  to  you  in  the  manner  and  at  the  time  he  did  ;  but 
he  complained  that  the  letter  was  not  sofBciently  alarm- 
ing, and  General  —  was  of  opiuiuu  that  we  had  not 
time  to  write. — Such  inesolutiun  i  never  saw  displayed. 

What  can  I  do  in  this  situation  i  General  P  has 

written  io  New  England  in  a  most  lamentable  s4yle»  and 
is  now  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  sending  expres8es»  to 
contradict  his  late  positive  assurances.  You  know  the 
consequence  of  false  alarms,  and  how  this  conduct  will 
affect  the  officer's  reputation  ;  however,  lie  did  nal  bimdly 
eiT,  as  I  boldly  represented  to  liim  tlie  risk  and  conse- 
quences of  the  measure,  and  begged  hard  that  it  might 
not  be  executed.  Major  Stephens  has  used  all  the  large 
inm  sent  by  Colonel  Lewls^  and  begs  more.  Pray  take 
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G0AP«  into  your  consMeration  the  fleet;  it  ki  new  tataUy  ogis* 
IIL  officer  wbo  let  the  spjr  etca|^e  from  the  block- 

'  hous<»,  has  been  ^mmimiWy  oofwiftfd  a  fenernl  eovrf 
martiaL  But  1  will  uut  uiuiUiily  ^our  sulfciiiigs  my 
future  complaints. 

« 1  aai  with  tlic  utmost  respecty 
My  dear  Generai'e  obligedy 
€NiedieBt  and  ready  flerraatt 
JA.  WILKINSON* 

«  Major-gcmi  aL  Gates,** 

•  But  on  the  lOtU  ot  June  1  received  a  letter  fi^ora  Gene- 
ral Gates,  in  which  he  annotinced  his  removal  from  the 
command^  and  indosed  my  comaiMoa*  which  bore  data 
the  Gth  of  June^  and  wae  sij^ned  by  President  Hancock. 

I  regret  that  I  am  not  able  to  place  my  bands  on  thilt 

letter,  which  abounded  with  assurances  of  IVicndship  and 
was  liis^h!}  t^i  ifirjfing  to  me.    Fiivd  with  indignation  at- 
the  degradation  oi  my  favourite  general  and  triend,  i  im- 
mediately took  my  pen  and  answered  in  the  following 
langaage. 


«  Ttfmderoga,  Jvm  Ifitk,  1777. 

Colonel     "  My  dear  General, 

Wilkin*  am  this  day  honoured  hv  your  aflTcrtionate  letter 

•on't  let*  ^  • 

tcr  of      of  the  rth  instant,  with  the  inclosed  commission.  It  wrung 

^^^to^rU  ™^  ^^^^  ^  ^  dropped  a  tear  upon  it. 
Gttei.  I  really  begin  to  love  the  New  England  men»  not 

from  a  display  of  any  virtue  or  talent  hitherto  not  exhio 

bited,  but  for  the  niorlifu  cUion  aud  dissatisfaction  which 
jiiiiikcd  tlit'ir  countenances  osi  llie  lafo  astonishing  revo- 
lution. This  just  tribute  was  an  evidence  of  Uieir  judg- 
ment and  gratitude,  which  could  but  please  a  contempla- 
tive mind»  zealously  interested  in  your  fate  and  fortunes. 

**l  anxiously  expect  General  St.  Clair ;  bis  presence 
will  help  to  alleviate  the  load  which  oppresses  me. 

••The  pcrhdy  of  mankind  trnly  disgusts  me  with  life, 
nnd  if  the  happiness  of  an  amiable  woman  was  not  uu- 
tunately  too  de|iendent  on  my  wretched  extslencc»  I 
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slioulU  thiok  I  hail  lived  lon.e:  enough,  nor  would  I  wish  cHAP. 
more  to  breathe  the  commou  air  w.itli  iii|;rate8^  assasfiiosj 
and  double-faced  villains. 

if  It  will  caalnNto  to  njr  faaippinMB  to  htir  firon  yon 
BOW  anA  tfcoD^Toa  know  mj  wisk  to  atted  joi.  Witb 
tiM  Mvclieat  Mnae  of  gMkltaidey  1  beg  lem  to  tubieriko 
myself  ray  dear  General's  affocUonate  friead^  and  obliged 
and  readj  mvanty 

Tbise  offWons  ofaitctloaiv  bomvar  iiptaiiopadUwili 
not  I  triMt  derog^to  firmn  tina  integrity  of  mj  heartf 
which  would  nut  have  denied  iU  leelings  to  save  my  life; 
nor  have  I  learned  at  threescore,  thank  God,  to  barter 
tlie  iodtpendeace  of  a  iiae  citizen>  for  the  dastardly  dis- 
caretioa  or  tiiaid  circuiat|m^D9  bj  wbiob  coartion  ac« 
^ko  fimar^  and  baavtlcflB  flgrcophants  explore  tho  roato 
to  oficial  enliienoe* 

Oa  tbe  17th  of  June  Major-general  Schuyler  Tlsltod  g  *^^",f?L 
Ticondcroga.  He  had  not  the  preceding  campaign  com-  vbits 
manded  the  troops  in  person,  and  making  his  hcafi  quar-  Ticonde- 
ters  at  Albany^  itiij  iTitercourse  with  them  was  so  circum-  juro'ir. 
o^ibcdy  that  be  was  little  known  ;  and  altboiigb  a  perfect 
gentieman,  as  ba  did  not  practisa  tbe  arte  of  popularilyt 
he  waa  far  from  being  o  favouite.  I  wae  grateful  for 
his  marked  attentions  to  me,  hut  I  did  not  feel  for  him 
the  same  regard  I  cherished  for  General  Gates. 

On  the  ISth  the  i^eneral  ofiicers  made  a  critical  in-  Explana> 
spcctton  of  the  fortifications,  and  I  was  invited  to  accom-  ^^^^^n^' 
paay  tiien.  In  the  ooniae  of  tbe  walk»  General  Scbujler  oeneriJ 
£dl  hebindt  and  beckoned  to  me  to  attend  him.  Ae  eoon 


and  Colo* 

as  we  were  alone,  iia  said  le  me^  **  Young  gentlemany  I  nei  wil- 

have  a  crow  to  pick  with  you."  Pray  on  what  ac-  ^^'^ 
count.  Sir  V*  4t  Do  yon  recollect  a  letter  you  wrote  a 
few  days  ago  to  General  Gates?*' — was  struck  dumb 
with  embarrassment^  and  he  proceeded.  You  have  not 
treated  me  with  great  civitilj  in  that  letter*''  Resent* 
meat  bad  by  tbie  time  removed  mj  embarrassment  and 


Digitized  by  Google 


CHAP. 
IV. 


I  demanded,  "  How,  Sfr,  cfid  jou  come  by  uiy  prirat^ 
letter?"   "  Very  fairlj:  your  letter,  among  maiiy  others 
addressed  to  General  Gates,  reached  Albany  after  kor 
had  left  thai  plaoef  and  ml  bein|;  niirkid  private^  I  b»» 
Marad  it  to  be  official;  but,*'  contteiftd  <<altbough' 
joa  do  not  iatter  mo  in  that  letter,  I  amre  jon  I  do^ 
>ot  condemn  you^  on  llie  contrary,  I  admire  wat  mth  and 
affection  in  youii^  e^ntlcracn  of  your  a^e,  and  opon  far- 
ther acquaintancCf  I  hope  you  may  find  cause  to  give  me 
a  ahare  of  the  regard  you  now  bear  General  Qn|l9k''  I 
was  diarmed  with  the  issue  of  an  explanation  whictt  iii 
the  commencement  had  excilsd  my  indignation^  and  the 
liberality  of  the  General  could  not  fail  of  winning  my  at- 
tachment. Ill  the  coui*se  of  his  examination  ot  the  xNorks, 
General  Schuyler  asked  my  opijjion  t>f  tl»e  plan 
should  adopt,  in  respect  to  tiie  mfaintenance  of  the  post : 
I  replied^  that  my  age  forbade  an  opinion  in  a  case  of  ^ 
anch  magnitude.  «Bnt  1  ask  lt»  and  I  shall  know  howp 
to  estimate  IV  said  he«  I  tiien  recommended  the^ite:' 
which  may  be  observed  in  some  of  my  letters^  viz.  that 
"the  whole  ai'ray,  its  magazines  and  attirail,  exceplir.ir 
15U0  select  men,  with  a  few  light  iron  cannon,  and  two 
munth^s  provisionSf  should  be  ordered  to  Fort  George, 
as  by  this  plan  we  should  be  enabled  to  defend  the  place 
against  a  feint»  and  in  case  of  a  serious  attack,  our  light 
party  coald  scamper  over  the.  bills  and  join  the  vudn 
body.**   The  General  observed  that  this*  was  precisely 
his  own  ojnuion,  but  that  without  ordei's  IVnm  Congress, 
he  dare  not  take  on  himseli'  the  responsibility  oi  a  mea- 
sure which  would  excite  a  great  outcry. 

We  were  still  in  ignorance  of  the  movements  and 
designs  of  the  enemy;  and  a  council  of  war  was  held  on 
the  80th,  which  adopted  the  folbwlng  conclusiotts. 

Goanctl  of  Chsneral  OfflcerSf  hM  at  Tiamdirogai  on  Fiidiof 

tkt%(iihoJ  Jane,  1777. 

Gmeaof  Pr4;.se;i^~M^or*general  Schuyler,  M^or-general  St 
Clair,  Brigadier-general  Roche  de  Fermoy,  Brigadier- 
general  Poor,  and  Brigadier-genenl  Patterson. 


Colonel 

Wilkin, 
son's  opi- 
nion 

•pectin)^ 

the  tenure 
*»f  Ticon- 
dcroga. 


WW. 
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General  Schoyler  requested  the  council  to  take  into  citAF. 
consideration  the  state  of  this  post,  with  respect  to  the 
'  number  ol*  troops  necesiiury  lur  its  defence^  the  disposi-  ^"^"^"""^ 
tinn  of  the  troops  and  mode  ol'  defence,  the  state  of  ili^ 
fiMriifications^  anil  tlie  quantity  of  prof  iskm  that  may  ha 
dapanded  upon. 

The  council  having  tMk»a  into  their  moat  aarioaa  eon- 
sideratiun  the  scvcr^U  maUers  stiitcd  iu  iim  Hvai  ai'UcIc^ 
are  dearly  and  unanimously  of  opinion: 

ist. — That  the  number  of  troops  uow  at  this  post  and 
Mount  Independence*  which  are  under  2,500  effiactivo 
rank  and  fil^  are  gr^f  i^^aiiagaata  t»  tha  datace^of. 
hoth  posts. 

£d.— That  both  poata  ought,  naverfteiasi,  to  he  main- 
tained as  lung  as  possiblcj  cousisteut  witli  the  safety  oC 
the  troops  and  stores. 

Sd»— That  if  it  should  hccome  necessary  to  evacuate 
one  or  other  of  the  posts,  and  that  it  reniaina  in  our  elac- 
ttoii  which*  that  i$  oaght  to  he  tha  Ticonderoga  aide. 

^^That  aach  cannon  and  atorea  aa  are  not  touae* 
diately  neceseary  on  tiie  Ticonderoga  side*  ha  removed 
without  lit  lay  to  jMouiit  Independence. 

5ih. — Tiiat  the  foi  tific  ations  and  lines  on  Mount  In- 
dependence are  very  deficient*  and  that  the  repaiiiug  the 
old  and  adding  new  works,  ought  to  claim  immediata  at- 
jkention ;  and  that  the  engineers  he  directed  to  repair  and 
make  the  necessary  fortifications. 

6th.— That  the  ohstroctions  in  the  lake,  to  prevent  the 
enemy's  naval  lurce  from  getting  into  onr  rear,  and 
thereby  cutting  off  all  supplies,  or  preventing  a  retreat* 
if  such  a  measure  should  unhappily  become  indispensably 
aecessaiy*  ought  to  he  completed  with  all  imaginahle  ' 
despatch. 

7tb. — ^That  80  mach  remains  to  be  done  effectually  to 
couiijU  tc  the  obstructions,  that,  witfi  the  few  troops  we 
have,  tlict  c  is  no  great  probability  it  can  be  done  in  less 
than  six  weeks. 

Stbi^That  althoof^  our  Ibrcea  may  he  adeqaate  to 
^maintain  oar  ground  on  Monnt  Independence*  yet  onksa 
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CHAP,  a  sufficient  stork  of  provision  can  be  thrown  in  before 
the  arrival  of  the  enemy,  wc  having  now  only  thirty  ninC^ 
^^^''^  day's  prcmsknis  of  memt  kindv  we  think  it  wooM  be  im- 
pnident  tc»  expose  the  amqr  to  be  made  prisoners  tfi^ 
eiie«i]r;afid  tliatytlierefore»tt  is  prudent  to  provide  fwp 
a  It  treat ;  to  effectuate  which,  that  all  the  batteaux  now 
at  tliis  post  be  immediately  repaiivd,  and  as  many  as  can 
be  spared  out  o£  Lake  George  be  brought  hither. 

9tb«-— That  a  qnanti^  of  provhion  of  the  meat  kind» 
sboiddf  if  possible,  be  Imniediatelj  forwarded  from  Al- 
bany or  elsewhere. 

lOth. — That  immediate  application  be  made  to  his  ex- 
cel leiuy  General  Wasliington,  for  a  rcinlbrcement  to  bo 
sent  on  witli  all  possible  expedition. 

(Signed)  PFIILTP  SCHUYLER, 

ARTHUR  ST.  CLAlRf 
ROCHE  D£  FERMOT» 
ENOCH  POOR, 
JOHN  PATTEBSON. 

The  temporising  indecision  and  vain  projects  of  the 
coancily  and  the  complication  and  remoteness  of  the  con* 
tipgcncicB  on  which  they  placed  their  reliance^  discredited 
such  men  as  Generals  Schuyler  and  St.  Clair;  but  the 

secret  was  tliat  they  were  govcnu  d  more  by  respect  for 
public  opinion  than  their  own  understanding.  It  was  a 
desperate  game  played  for  popular  applause^  without  a 
tramp  in  hand,  and  of  course  could  not  succeed;  and  the 
losers  were  left  without  the  consoling  reflection  that  thej 
4rniie32.  had  exercised  their  best  judgment  This  determination 
fich'uyier  council  being  taken,  Majur-,i;eneral  SLhuyler  left 

retires     Ticontlcrosra,  and  rccrossed  Lake  Geoi'^e  to  hurry  for- 
oonde-     ward  troops  and  provisions  for  the  defence  of  the  place ; 
and  my  own  feelings  and  opinions  at  that  crisis  of  our 
situation,  are  faithfully  pourtrajed  in  the  following  letter 
written  at  the  time. 
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IV 

*      Ticondero§a,  H.  q,  June  25th,  17T7,  ^^^^^ 
M J  dear  GcMnt 

«<I  have  not  as  yet,  nor  shall  I  in  future  uuiit  one  op- 
porlQiiil^  of  communicatin,ci^  to  you  every  material  oceiir- 
raice  ift  mr  de|Murlnent ;  if  my  letters  Uierefore  shonld 
Mot  mdi  ywh  do  not  aoceae  me  of  ne|;llgeiice  or  ingni' 
titode,  but  aecribo  this  cireimstaBCo  io  tkit  iimaafele 
guify  which  has  ever  swaDowed  up  aU  iiitdligcuce  either 
to  or  from  this  past. 

**  Tiie  enemy  by  gradual  movements,  which  have  been 
duly  transmitted  to  General  Schayler^  last  evening  ar- 
rived at  Crown  point  with  soma  veBseia  and  a  parlor  of  - 
iMr  anigrf  who  have  encamped  on  Chimney  point  Wo 
are  induced  to  lielieTe  ftom  a  morning  gun»  which  wao 
repeated  down  the  lake,  that  their  whole  force  is  at  li;ind, 
and  a9  they  have  lately  taken  several  prisoners^  and  the 
neighbouring  inhabitants  have  iiad  free  access  to  this 
campy  I  am  persuaded  they  will  obtain  a  true  state  of  onr 
weaknesBy  which  will  indnhltalilj  predpitato  their  openu 
tions;  in  which  case  the  poet  is  inevitably  lost;  fiir  if  wo 
risk  a  batQe^  the  inferiority  of  our  numbers  (without  a 
miraclcy  which  we  sinners  have  no  rij»ht  to  expect)  will 
Subject  us  to  deft'at  and  captivity;  and  if  we  retire  to 
Mount  Independence,  the  scantiness  of  our  provisions  will 
subject  us  to  reduction  by  famine,  as  the  enemy^  when  in 
possession  of  this  side  of  the  lake*  can  easily  remove  the 
obstroctlons  np  the  Sooth  bay^  and  by  their  fleet  cut  oflF 
our  -communication  from  Skeensborough.  The  militia 
are  at  our  command,  but  should  we  call  them  in,  imme- 
diate  starvation  is  the  consequence,  as  Gen.  Schuyler  has 
lately  assured  os  that  we  have  no  right  or  reason  to  expect 
more  than  three  hundred  barrels  of  meat  In  addition,  and 
we  cannot  subsist  onr  present  small  garrison  longer  than  ^ 
seven  weeks  with  what  is  on  the  ground*  The  distanoo 
from  whence  our  supplies  arc  dti  ivcd,  and  the  difficulty 
of  transportation,  botli  tend  to  embarrass  us.  In  this  cruel 
vox.  L  Z 
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CUAP.  situation  whiil  can  be  done;  The  most  laudable  measu  e 
in  my  opinion,  would  be  to  remove  our  beav>  artillery 
and  Aiores^  with  the  convalescents  and  invalids  of  tli* 
amUf  to  Fort  George.  Being  then  lifht  aad  oaIbcmi* 
kwedf  w»  miglitf  if  liard  piwbody  elibct  a  relraikt  to  Hint 
posty  wIMk  wwM  tnaUa  at  to  dheck  the  enepy's  pro- 
gress: on  the  contrary,  should  we  attempt  to  support 
this  place  in  our  present  deficient  situation^  we  lose  ali, 
and  leave  the  country  defenceless  and  exposed. — Whai 
then  will  tbei^e  be  to  obstruct  their  favourite  scben^-^ 
janctioii  by  the  Nortb  river?  Nothiog toatloandiwm. 
Tea  leaieniber  tlie  statoof  anna  I  InuMBitted  yoa  on  mj 
first  arrival  here;  I  aai  sorry  to  infonn  you  that  they 
are  not  now  better  in  quality,  or  superior  in  number.  Onr 
men  are  harassed  to  extreme  weakness  by  fatigue,  and 
the  strong  guards  which  we  are  now  obliged  to  estobliah^ 
will  in  a  little  tima  qaite  break  up  tbeir  epirito  and  cao* 
•tiftattoiie.  If  fortitade^  If  eatoifriae^  if  perBevereaca  ar 
tamerity  caald  avail,  I  wouM  not  coiaptoin;  My  la  Hie 
name  of  Heaven,  what  can  be  expected  from  a  naked, 
undisciplined,  badly  armed,  unaccoutred  body  of  mei^ 
when  opposed  to  a  vast  superiority  of  British  troops. 

What  can  be  done*  the  great  St.  Clair  wiU  efibct; 
but  sQcli  is  the  weakneaa  of  our  nnmben^  tiiat  ha  ouiaat 
Ibnn  any  plan  of  detece.  Of  the  two,  I  pieto  death 
to  captivity;  bat  be  the  event  aa  it  wUl,  I  ehaU  net  dis* 
grace  my  acquaintance. 

0  that  you  wei*6  here]  the  fertility  of  your  soul  Blight 
save  this  important  pass. 

<«  General  Schuyler  has  been  here  for  a  few  day%  bat 
18  now  in  Albany. 

*f  I  an*  my  dear  Generali 
Yoar  moch  obliged  and  aflbcttonato  aerv% 

«  JA,  WlLKINSOJy. 

«  Major-gtmrai  QaUs.** 

£very  stratagem  and  onterprize  was  employed  by  Ga* 
iMurai  dt.  Clair,  to  aeoertato  the  toicq  and  oli^ 
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enemy,  but  without  eflfecti  bis  mmaiMite  were  covered 
biB  iM^  Mid  Mb  indlMi  m«to  ime  ipiMd  teoagh- 
fwt  tte  wiMwiBW  which  BUTOuwkid  vs*  Oor  reoonni* 
Irln^  pinks  wm  «Mhcr  eit  up  tni  captured,  w  vmM 
and  driven  in. 
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OHAPTJKil  v. 

GUAF.  XiiC  enemy  appears  before  Ticonder(^a^ Advances  his  right 
wing,  and  a  Mkirvdsk  takes  jitoce.— CSooinm  and  eauiion 
of  Qemral  Oaxr^Effecls  of  anxiety  and  hurry  in 
actunu^B^lecHoins  on  the  defence  of  works^Stratagem 
by  rvJiidi  information  is  uhluined  from  a  pn sontr.^Tiie 
Enemy  shews  hinisclf  ou  Jlount  Defiance,  or  Sugar  hilL 
— Councii  of  war. — Retreat  of  the  army  to  Castletown,^ 
Jicar  guard  halts  at  Hubbartown,  contrary  to  orders. 
-•^FursaU  ^  the  enemy^^ijfair  of  BMartowih  My 
TUu^RefiecHons  thtreon^LmoJihe  British  on  that  oc^ 
casunu^Qeneral  Burgoyne  arrives  at  Skeenshorough,*^ 
Captures  tlie  baggage  of  tfie  armyt  and  destroys  the  Amt- 
lican  flotilla. — Action  between  the  9th  British  regiment 
and  Colonel  Long's  detachuicut. — General  Meidesel  detach- 
ed towards  Castletown  and  FuUney. — General  Phillips 
returns  to  Tieonderoga^TMnumials  to  the  character 
QtntralSt.  Gair.^-'Genend  Burgoyne^s  despatch  toLord 
Oeorgt  GermauL-^rrors  of  engineers  in  the  early  set' 
tlement  of  America.^GciLiial  tit,  Clair  juini,  Gciural 
Schuyler  at  Fort  Edward. — Return  of  forces  under  Ge-  , 
neral  Schuyler, — Deficiency  of  ammunition,  and  means 
resorted  to  to  supply  it. — Deplorable  condilion  of  officers 
and  men,  want  of  clothing,  ^c-^Qeneral  Burgoyne  is^ 
sues  a,  prodanuUion,  and  Qeneral  Behui^  a  counier-  ^ 
prodaination^The  calumnies  against  Generals  Schuyler 
apd  St.  Clmr  noticed. — Deputy  adjutant'general  Wilkin- 
^oaa  vindication  of  General  St,  Clair. — Fortified  camp, 
selected  by  chief  engineer  K'osciu:iko. — Audacious  conduct 
if  an  Indian. — Sudden  reduction  of  the  continental  and 
milttia  force  by  desertion. — Extracts  from  General  Sehug-' 
ler^s  lelters^'^Incursum  of  tltc  Indians^^^Qeneral  Bur^ 
goyne^s  arrival  at  Fort  Bdward.-^Galkmt  candv^  oj 
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Clarksoiu — ^Misconduct  of  the  rear  guard  on  tlie 
march  to  Stillwater, — Good  conduct  of  Major  lIuU, — Co- 
lonel St.  Leger^s  ea:peilition  noticed, — Captain  h'arrcn\H 
skirmish  with  tlie  Indians. — General  Schuyler  takes  a       i  ! 
.  position  at  the  conjliience  of  the  Jlohaivk  with  t/ie  Jlud-  ^ 

son  General  Burgoyne^s  difficulties. — Expedition  to  u< 

Jknnington. — Fatal  consequences. — Schuyler  itud  Stark*s 
letters. — Colonel  St.  Leger  invests  Fort  Schuyler. — Gene-  *** 
vol  Herkimer* s  affair. — Its  effects. — St.  Leger' s  retreat,      •  <^ 
— His  report  to  General  Burgoyne, — Befiections  on  recent 
events. — Conclusions. — Tlu  force  under  General  Gates 
would  have  rendered  the  same  service  under  General 
Schuyler. — The  convention  of  Saratoga  ascnbed  to  Gem- 
-   ral  St,  Clair. — Cause  of  General  Schuyler's  want  of  jhj- 
.    polarity. — Party  distinctions. — Reflections  on  the  conduct 
\  *f  Congress. — Its  intemperate  resolutions, — General 
PFashingtan  declines  naming  a  successor  to  General 
'    Sclmyler. — Unanimous  and  honourable  acquittiU  of  Ge- 
neral St.  Clair. — Similar  acquittal  of  General  Schuyler. 
— Conduct  of  the  then  Congress  compared  with  that  of 
President  Madison. — The  practice  of  dismissing  officers 
without  trial  reprobated, — Few  iiistances  of  its  being  re- 
'  sorted  to  by  General  IVashington  or  Mr.  Jefferson. 

Notwithstanding  this  uncertainty  respecting  the  chap. 
intentions  of  Lieutenant-general  Burgoyne,  our  prepara- 
tions  were  not  relaxed;  the  defences  of  the  place  were 
enlarged  and  improved  by  general  fatigues,  and  the  ut- 
most industry  of  men  and  officers.    On  the  SOth  of  June  pint  ap- 
the  enemy  made  his  first  appearance,  and  the  advanced  P^*^^*® 
corps  debarked  at  a  point  on  the  west  side  of  the  lake,  enemy- 
three  miles  from  Ticonderoga  and  in  full  view;  while  ^icondc- 
anotber  detachment  landed  on  the  cast  side,  directly  op-  roga. 
posite,  and  a  party  of  Indians  and  Canadians  thrown  for- 
ward towards  our  lines,  fell  in  with  one  of  our  scouting 
parties,  and  routed  it.    On  the  1st  July  the  whole  army 
moved  up  the  lake  from  Crown  point;  the  British  troops 
landing  on  the  western,  and  the  Germans  on  the  eastern 
shore.    On  the  2d,  the  right  wing,  consisting  of  the  Bri- 
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CHAP,  tish  line,  moved  forward  and  took  possession  of  Mount 
Hope,  and  also  of  an  eminence  about  one  thousand  yards 
in  front  of  the  old  French  lines,  which  had  been  repaired 
hit  ngiit  and  improved,  and  constituted  our  advanced  works.  Cap- 
rikumrsh  Fraser  and  iiis  marksmen,  with  several  hundred  In- 
takes dians,  preceded  this  movement  of  the  enemy,  and  whe- 
P***^*^  ther  intoxicated  or  deceived  by  the  ground  (which  being 
perfectly  flat  and  covered  w  ith  brusliwood^  concealed  our 
lines  of  defence  until  close  upon  them)  they  charged  a 
picket  of  sixty  men,  within  two  hundred  yards  of  a  bat- 
tery of  eight  pieces^  forced  it  to  I'ctire  with  considerable 
loss,  killing  a  man  as  he  entered  a  sally  port,  and  ad- 
vancing within  sixty,  eighty  and  an  hundi*cd  yards  of 
our  works,  scattered  themselves  along  our  front  among 
the  brushwood,  and  kept  up  a  brisk  fire.  Suspecting 
from  tlie  weight  of  the  enemy's  column  as  it  approached 
> Mount  Hope,  that  they  intended  an  assault,  and  that 
this  party  had  been  sent  forward  to  draw  our  fire  and 
produce  disorder,  General  St.  Clair  directed  the  troops 
to  sit  down  on  the  banquet,  with  their  backs  to  the 
parapet,  as  well  to  cover  them  from  the  siiot  of  the 
enemy,  as  to  prevent  their  throwing  away  their  own 
fire ;  the  officers  in  general  marched  on  their  ground  in 
rear  of  the  banquet,  while  Major  Dunn,  an  aid-de-camp 
of  the  General,  and  myself,  leaning  on  the  parapet,  kept 
an  eye  to  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  who  continued  to 
crawl  upon  us  under  cover  of  the  brushwood :  I  at  length 
observed  a  light  infantry  man  who  had  crept  within  forty 
paces  of  the  ditch,  and  was  loading  and  firing  from  a 
stump,  behind  which  he  had  knelt.  I  stepped  to  a  salient 
angle  of  the  line,  and  ordered  a  sergeant  to  rise  and  shoot 
him :  the  order  was  obeyed,  and  at  the  discharge  of  the 
musket,  every  man  arose,  mounted  the  banquet,  and 
without  command  fired  a  volley;  the  artillery  followed 
the  example,  as  did  many  of  the  officers,  from  the  colo- 
nels down  to  subalterns,  and  notwithstanding  the  exer- 
tions of  the  General,  his  aids  and  several  other  officers, 
three  rounds  were  discharged  before  they  could  stop  the 
firing;  and  when  the  smoke  dispersed,  the  enem^  were 
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observed  at  tbree  hundred  yards  distance,  retreating  hel-  cHAP. 
ter  skelter.   Casting  my  eyes  oi^  the  stump  where  i  had  ^' 
pei*ceived  the  infantry  man  whom  I  directed  to  be  shot, 
I  discovered  him  lying  prostrate  on  his  back,  and  men- 
tioned  the  circumstance  to  General  St.  Clair,  who  though  *^ 
exceedingly  heated  by  the  conduct  of  the  troops,  which       »  ^ 
he  reprehended  in  the  strongest  language,  replied  to  me 
with  that  mild  philanthropy  which  distinguished  his  cha-  ' 
racter,  <*  Send  out  a  corporal  aiid  a  file  of  men,  and  let  the 
poor  Jellorw  he  brought  in  and  buried,*- — But  as  the  corpo« 
ral  approached  the  supposed  dead  man,  he  jumped  up^ 
clubbed  his  musket,  and  exclaimed,  «  By  Jasus,  I  killed 
the  man  at  the  8a]|y-i)oi*t;  a  fair  shot"    The  fellow  was 
brought  in ;  he  belonged  to  the  '^7th  light  infantry,  and 
wa»  intoxicated  and  insolent,  refusing  to  give  a  word  of 
information.  -Mf^mfft- 

Let  the  youni^  ofliccr  attend  to  a  fact  which  occurred  Reflec- 
on  this  occasion*  Five  hundred  of  the  enemy  were  scat-  J[J^"Jj^* 
tered  along  our  front,  the  most  distant  not  exceeding  one  fence  of 
hundred  yaids,  when  a  thousand  infantry  and  8  piece* 
of  artillery  opened  their  fire  upon  them;  and  yet  we 
could  never  learn  that  we  killed  a  single  man,  or  wound* 
ed  more  than  a  lieutenant! ! !  This  was  the  effect  of  hurry, 
for  I  observed  the  infantry  to  fire  at  an  elevation  of 
twenty  degrees,  and  the  artillery  without  direction.  From 
those  causes,  if  the  enemy  had  assaulted  us  at  the  time, 
he  would  have  sqcxeeded  with  trifling  loss ;  and  it  is  in 
this  manner  works  are  generally  carried ;  for  hurry  ren- 
ders a  man  blind  and  imi>otcnt,  and  therefore  one  cool 
soldier  is  worth  three  who  are  agitated.  Assaults  would 
seldom  or  never  succeed,  if  the  assailed  could  he  brought 
to  reserve  their  fire,  until  the  assailants  reach  the  coun- 
terscarp, and  then  to  take  deliberate  aim;  unless  indeed 
resistance  is  overwhelmed  by  numbers,  after  the  manner 
of  the  monster  Suwarrow,  at  the  barbarian  and  bloody 
scenes  of  Ismail.  ^ 

At  this  late  hour  the  General  was  unapprised  of  the 
strengtli  of  the  enemy,  or  their  actual  designs ;  and  this 
knowledge  was  of  vital  iinportancc  to  his  ultimate  mea- 


i&k  MEMOmS  BY 

possess,  a  Captain  Johnson  of  the  artiUery  ( a  son  of  Hi- 
hernia)  was  nif^tamorphosed  into  :i  toi  v.  ainl  tln  tist  into 
the  guaril  voum  wiUi  him:      mmt  bccattie  acquaint td 
-  with  his  countryman,  and  with  Arftii  of  a  bottle  of  rum 

aiid«&in»^^.evei7  mrfm  Mier  O^neia)  B«rgoync,  wiHr 

an  estimate  of  Ihcir  sti-i-ni^tli,  afterwards  found  t<i  Lc 
pff  tty  arciirate.    This  iiil<iiiii;itioii  rumoved  all  duubls 
relative  to  the  force  ol"  the  em  my,  and  tijcir  movements 
Indicated  an  «  inv^tisaenent.''    Still  General  hiiy^knk 
MM.rMtatHm  to  give  up  the  fhei^'  w  in  oHmt  ii«nil» 
fVMcriitie  hw  character  to  tha  paUic  good :  Ibr  hf  'w^. 
veM  nmnttiiTrea  of  his  adversary  on  tbo  ad  §iAii  4^%t 
'       was  cheered  with  the  hope  that  General  Burapoyne  in- 
'\      fpnded  to  li.izard  an  assault)  wiuch      was  dcUniiiiicU  lo 
await  at  all  events;  but  on  the  5th  ilie  ei<(  iny,  rontrary 
The  cnr-  to  alt  expectatioii^  shewed  themselves  on  Mount  DefiaaMr 
r'.y      '  and  lired  at  a  vessel  which  Jar  in  the  strart*  AftsHi- 

nimselt  on  *  i  {Jl 

Sugar  loaf  oonnoltring  his  position  attentitely,  the  General mmI 
to  ini^^'wbo  happened  to  he  alone  with  him,  and  toheiiwiyi^' 

We  must  away  from  this,  for  oiir  situatin]i  lias  become 
Council     a  desperate  one.*'    A  council  of  war  w  is  iiiimediately 

of  WAP 

convened,  consi^iTTn:^  f?f  Major-go ncral  8t.  Clair^  Bt^gB;^ 
dierugeherals  Roche  de  Fermof » Poor  and  Fatters^^fiHjk 
Colonef  Long,  who  ntianimottsly  decided  on  an'  ilriiflittlllfte^ 
ihrMiW6n;«  wMifA  was  eflhcted  during  tite  night  Iff  tll# 

-I  r.    .  h.  :  .     .         ^  Aim  ' 

*  "kit. 00Qh6il of goienlofiicers, held Ticonderqg^ July Mli» • 
1777,  prefcnt  Major-gtoeiml  St.  Clair,  BriifaUier  gcneralt  Roclie  de 

Fermoy,  Poor,  Patteraon.  and  Colonel  commd't  Long : 

"  General  St.  Clair  represented  to  the  council,  that  as  there  h  every 
rp;\'^f>n  to  hefievc  that  the  batteries  of  the  enemy  are  rp  Kly  to  open 
upon  the  Ticonderoga  side,  and  that  the  camp  is  very  mucli  exposed 
to  their  fire,  and  to  be  enfiladed  on  all  qurirtcrs  ;  and  as  there  is  also 
reason  to  expect  uii  ziuaek  upon  Ticonderoga  and  Mount  Indepen- 
dence at  tljc  same  time,  in  which  case  neilhcr  would  di.wv  any  sup- 
port from  the  other;  he  desired  their  opinion,  whether  it  would  be 
mm  proper  to  ream  the  tents  to  the  low  ground  vhere  they  would 
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as  the  hurried  preparation  would  permit,  with  troops  the  CHM*. 
best  of  whom  were  but  half  formed ;  and  but  for  the  dc-  ^^^^^^ 
cision  and  activity  of  Gcncml  Burgoync,  we  should  have 
escaped  without  the  loss  of  men  or  bagejage.    But  this 
unfortunate,  gallant  officer,  who  looked  only  to  the  ho- 
nour of  his  profession  and  the  interests  of  his  sovereign, 

/divided  his  force  without  a  moment's  pause,  and  pur- 

'8ucd  us  in  every  direction  of  our  rcti*eat. 

•  Our  baggage,  sick  and  couvalesccnts,  our  ordnance, 

*  hospital  and  other  stores,  with  a  quantity  of  provisions, 
were  despatched  by  the  lake  for  Skeensborough,  under 
the  protection  of  Colonel  I^ng  and  his  regiment,  anil  the 
main  body  of  the  ti*oops  retired  by  an  unfinislicd  road 
through  the  wilderness,  twenty-four  miles,  to  llubbar^ 

• 

be  less  exposed,  and  wait  the  attack  at  the  Ticonderogpi  lines— <^ 
whether  the  whole  of  the  troops  should  be  drawn  over  to  Mount  In«- 
dependence,  the  more  efTcclually  to  provide  for  the  defence  of  that 
post.  At  the  same  time  the  General  begged  leave  to  inform  them, 
that  the  whole  of  our  force  consisted  of  2,089  cfiectives  rank  and  file; 
Including  124  artificers  unarmed,  besides  the  corps  of  artillery,  and 
about  900  militia,  who  have  joined  us,  and  cannot  stay  but  a  few 
days. 

The  council  were  unanimously  of  opinion,  that  it  is  impossiblfe 
with  our  force  to  defend  Ticonderoga  and  Mount  Independence,  and 
tliat  the  troops,  cannon  and  stores,  should  be  removed  this  night,  if 
possible,  to  Mount  Independence. 

2d.— Whether,  after  the  diviBion  of  the  army  at  Ticonderoga  have 
retreated  to  Mount  Independence,  we  shall  be  in  a  situation  to  de* 
i^nd  that  post ;  or  in  case  it  cannot  be  defended,  if  a  retreat  into  th^ 
country  will  be  practicable: 

"  The  council  are  unanimously  of  opinion,  that  as  the  enemy  have 
already  nearly  surrounded  us,  and  there  remains  nothing  more  to  In- 
vest us  completely  but  their  occupying  the  neck  of  land  betwixt  the 
lake  and  the  East  creek,  which  is  not  more  than  three  quarters  of  a 
mile  over,  and  possessing  themselves  of  the  narrows  betwixt  that  and 
Skeensborough,  and  thereby  cutting  off  all  communication  with  the 
country,  a  retreat  ought  to  be  undertaken  as  soon  as  possible,  afid 
that  we  sbaU  be  very  fortunate  to  effect  it. 

(Signed)  "  ARTHUR  ST.  CLAlft, 

"  ROCHE  DE  FEKMOY, 

"  ENOCH  POOR, 

"JOHN  PATTER&OV, 

"  PIERSE  LONG." 
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tuvvUf  ulic'i'c^  llie  IVniit  iin  lvi>il  abirut  iiUCo'cluLky  h^k*9 
wo  italtisU  ibr  the  tmr  guard  and  stragglers,  until  five 
D'clnrk,  nt  w  hich  time  receiving  luh  i.  r  of  ttuir  approacli^^ 


the  arfny 
to  Casilc- 
U>wn. 

inisii  liail  ensued^  and  \vc  found  an  acred  citizen  iciUe<l  and 
scalprd.  iuid  uiic  4ii  Uie  JJi  i'ish  ii.r.Hjti  y  iiii)rt:illy  wound- 
ed. Ctduiu  l  Wnrner,  with  liisi  oi'  about  IdO  mcui 
wa^  ktt  at  Hubba«iMVn^'^iih  express  ordcfsiiygai  tbe 

2^^^^  aiNniiee  iipMite  one  w«  aai  JiilM^^  el  €iiiiHi<iiH»rtll 
^»Td      mm    t9*eip(Mit  Ibr  tie  nighl|  M'WheK  GolenMMMl^ 

1  lubbar  comm andcd  the  rear  goard  joined  Warner,  they  ciw|- 

tow'u,  con-«clndcil  to  tii.sjK'Hae  wilN  ;i  positixe  i^rder  of  tiic  Gcnci'Ml^ ' 
^y^^    ASd  Ui  S|icjid       Tiii^lil  at  HubbartowH.  ' 

As  soon  as  General  Uurgujue  discuvercd  our  rcli-eat^ 
he  pathis  llect  and  aray  in  nuitiun  :  Uri|^iei''general  ^ 
F^niier  witli  efiUr » supported  by  M»jor»gett<wri»  Merteri 
'  eel  and  n  GenMui  corp8»  was  detached  in  fmvSi^i 
main  body,  and  the  General  In  person  pushed 
water  craft  with  his  armed  vessels,  lun  iii^  gurrisoiitd 
Ticonderoga,  with  the  (32d  regiment,  and  llie  Germau 
regiment  of  Prince  Frederick,  and  directed  the  i-eat  of 
hie  amiy  to  follow  him  by  corps,  as  fast  as  tliey  could 
be  put  IB  motiony  without  regard  to  place  ia  the  line^ 
The  wind  being  &fouralile>  he  overtook  our  flotilla  at 
Bkeen^borough  in  the  afternoon,  captured  two  of  our 
armed  vessels,  and  foixrcd  us  to  destroy  the  others  with 
our  battcaux,  baggage,  stores  and  provisions ;  and  the 
detachment  under  Colonel  Lung  then  ix^tircd  up  Wood 
ciaek  to  Fort  Ann.  Generai  Burgoyne  .took  post  at 
ttEieeoBborough. 

Brigadiirwgeaeral  Fraaerv  after  a  v%oroa9  pufoaitt 
encamped  several  miles  in  rear  of  garner,  but  renewed 
his  march  cai*ly  tlie  next  morning,  and  about  7  o'clock 

•  Since  secretary  oTw^ar  n?ul  major-grnerat,  who  belontjed  to  the 
i  c  ir  g  uai  d.  And  had  been  sent  forvrard  lo  the  Generftl  to  Aooouace  iu 

SiVUAUOQ. 
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pai 

Avas  under  arms 

waitiriLT  liis  arrlviiK  wlir-n  tiic  lirin|?  commcnceif,  wliidi  ^ 

^  ^  vfluirof 

was  cuii^iimil  lo  ^kUiall  at-mw,  f^tnl  Hit-  |)!ntf»o?is  ytti'n  t\iU'-  il'iiibar^ 
tincdy  heard.    Two  mititia  a'^egimetiin  which  were 
^pidiiiH^'lj  insubordinate 


Ills  nrii. 


wui^-^f  a  Colonel  Bellows;  for  wliich  purptjse  li 
de-catnp,  Majors  Ouim,*  and  LiMn^blrm.j  wci-r  Iiurj  ii'd 
ofT  willi  jKisitivt:  aiiU  assiiJ'ances  of  bujipui-t  ;  he 

yieti  DIM k  red  Ih^icpops  ia  b^siM  off',  aitd  the  o$«er» 

md  he  was  ttiwiglii^  tiwn  ulii'iwi^ 

in  tin  'corps  to'  tum  tbottft  «id  maiebi  19011  tbe  tmmy  ^ 
wm^m^^  llitf  M^kfo  im  •fm  in- Iris  opposition  to 

the  measiin-.  In  tltv  inuiui  liiia-  Majors  Dunn  ami  Lnins^- 
sUiii  lilt  L  IIk'  niiiilia  imffer  BpMows,  hnrrvin!!:  a\v  a>  irom 
the  scnie  ut  action  to  the  main  boi^y,  and  finding  them 
eqaftil|r  dea£  to,  isonimands  and  intreaties,  tbey  putked 

OMIf]^  iOrf.'WBPu  tiiftitotd  liy  «  Ct|iiiliii*GiHidwick,  a 

gallant  ofRccv  wlio  had  hrvn  cneraere'l,  |!kU  tlic  coiiflicf 
had  terminaiedy  whicli  liein^  w.uiajitcd  l)v  the  Cffisation 
m;  the  fire^  tiwy ■  iwaUiCTcd  ^ tlie  4iGttGr4^  and  Mdc  cc« 
port 

CohMwl  Wornor  «io  «  liMdj  voHint  ooUicr>  but  ■»» 
odocaftid  ttQd  a  albtngm  to  iuIHm7  ducipliiio$  hio  in- 
Mbordimitiofi  at  BMmft^mn  exenplifiM  the  dnnger 

and  mi-sCortunes  which  attend  the  disohediento  ul  mi- 
litary commands;  for,  if  he  had  obeyed  the  orders 
he  received^  our  corps  wotdd  have  been  united^  and»  as 
the  diacipUne  of  the  t^my  could  Imvc  availed  them  littio 
in  a  moonUiiious  oountry  covered  with  wooiU  we  sboold 

•  long  since  dcaJ. 

f  The  honourable  BrocWioist  Livingston,  nowr  a  judge  of  the  JU- 
prexDC  court  of  the  United  Statti.  , 


ijiyiiizea  by 


CBAV    iiii'ailibly  liavc  (lismembcrcd^  and  |)i  f»bal)ly  <  .ijjliiicd,  thh 
ilawer  oi  the  British  army.    BugU  i^n  tuviiut  would  lia%'e4 
*^!!|^'^^rtBI»^re<l  the  drooping  poputai^il^- ii&«lftcnerai  St.  Clair^' 


at  lirstsi^lit  ai>pe«r<)^»mtekaU  btfl^i- 

renrp  to  li.iv..'  huin  foKunate» because, had  we  beiii  successi^ 
I'ul  ill  ilmi  ihbtancc,  the  rarrrr  nf  (n-iu  i  al  Bui  i^o}  uc  would 
liavc  been  arrested*  his  operations  wouid  havo  been  con- 

tl#;whoiftAritifii  «»y  <>T6iMb»th6«myLiitPi)ifiiti 

does  hMfMRiiliiiii  of  Hie  I— OMlaMi^'aya  «fi-9«^iM^iii4^ 

tiub  hetiil  bilouid  overdow  with  gratitude  for  his  merc^i 

«  For  good  ho  iSy  supremely  good« 
Nor  1m8  wlien  he  deaiot; 
l^OB  oroMes  firom  bis  wwnaffdga  fauid 
An  Ucflsings  in  diqginK.'^ 

In  the  ofUr  of  Hubbartown,  the  courage  of  the  comba- 
tants was  conspicuous,  and  on  both  sides  they  bled  frech  ;* 
that  exceilent  otticcry  tlie  earl  of  Balcarras,  who  led  the 
Biitlib  light  infiuitryy  and  made  his  ^ilcfrui''  in  anas  om 
tfaftt  aflBrwaHB  infkirnied  ne,  tiMt  at  tbe  lini  in 
which  ho  rocelTodf  timty-one  men  of  the  loMttng  pistoott 
were  knocked  down,  and  himself  shot  Chroogh  the  arm ; 
Major  Gi  iint,  an  oHir.cr  of  high  reputation.,  who  led  the 
grcnadicra,  being  at  the  same  time  killed.  V>  arner  and 
Francis  endeavoured  to  atone  for  their  fault  by  a  manly 
aad  obstinate  resistance^  which  they  OMiiitained  for  forty 
minutes;  bat  oor  troops  were  under  the  necessity  of 
yielding  to  munbersft  nnd  finally  gave  up  the  ground : 

*  Our  loss  in  tliis  affair  was  never  correctly  ascertained,  but  it  did  , 
not  exceed  200  in  killed,  wounded  and  miMingt  that  of  the  enemy 

was  reported  at  222. 

t  Genera!  Rurgnync  makes  the  Amencan  force  2,000,  and  Rrig-a- 
dier-gcnerid  Fraitr'a  ooJy      i  but  he  does  aqt  in  Uiis  number  iOr 
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his  life,  bnt  Warner  it^nii^A  ili^^ 

1  astli  t()wn»  obliged  faiin  to  chani^  his  line  of  march#  and 
b>'  a  ciiruitous  route  tiiiouqli  i'awln,  Manchester  iuid 
Beniiiiij^loiiy  [it3  strtifk  thi-  MihIsoii  rivti-  at  Tlnli4eii-killl» 

incfl  General  bchuylcr  at  Fort  Ed>jw4»  Mi  the  L2th  Gcner&i 
f-^mmim^im^Jk»  fth  >hmi^S3fJtfnmiy  dark  and  JJin^  "'"^ 

yooDg  liwi  miipcwM  of      ^  spy-  ■  Mrit^ 


<id  the  guards  and  foufid  tli» 
1j\ou\  oi"  Ihc  rnilitiii,  wlto  ljud  joined  us  to  oflfer  his  scr* 
vic€i»  as  a  i^iiido,  of  wLuia  wc  stood  ui  s^n  al  Jit  i-tl,  Ijcing 
0tifmg&ra  to  thy  country^  which  was  ia  geofiral  a  uuMfif^ 
aip;<^^a»ii^teil  wwMiliwHi  bmljr  a  caiuii  or  two  to . 
4»  4kit!tflUk  i^mm  Bmame^  V^  mt.tf  the  go^ 
iiOA<^fc^>Hiii  miliiliii»e  granlae^  «MiUI  notnumbM* 
timtt  a  doacw  log  cabins^  wMeb  ime  iMwever  sur* 

i'uuink'd  by  a  considi.i-ablt;  tract  ui  uu\ivu\vi\  (j^i-Hund. 
"Lieutenant  Lyon,  an  active,  nrdrnt  youn^  man,  was  i  x- 
tremdy  zealous^  and  accoitipunii  i]  us  as  long  as  his  scr. 
Tit  MiHtli'  T'^nliiyili     i  btHii  stationed  tiM^/jpf^cedii^ 

Qli^rs,  md.Mmiltmm^\M^  ^       ccnauiwl  iKir  ptbat 

du^^  Genenl  Reidesel  and  the  Germans  which  he  ledtamounting  to 
1500«  of  whom  General  Burgfojme  aaya,  "the  Germani  preaaed  Ibr  a 
ahare  in  the  glorytMid  they  arriTtd  im  time  i»  aftfomtf."— Strnteefthe 
BKpedHioii  frooi  Canada,  Appcndii«  p.  sndli.  tlie  nnndier  ef  the 
Oawnana  cittplay^  delaahnMpt  was  thiM  bnttaUona^  (aaetha 
Mjemolrs  of  General  Beid«ael«  pubUshed  in  the  German  language  at 
iSerlin  in  1800,)  whereas  the  force  of  the  Amerieana  consisted  of 
'Warner's  regiment,  which  eight  days  before  did  not  exceed  173  sick 
and  well,  and  the  rearguard  under  Francis,  which  were  detailed  at 
310  on  the  evening  of  the  5tb  July;  therefore,  allowing  every  man  to 
have  been  present,  and  adding  thereto  117  stragglers,  the  whole  num* 
her  would  not  exceed  600,  wtuch  waa  in  fact  XDore  than  we  had  on 
the  ground. 

t  Since  Mr.  Matthew' J(«yon  of  Congresf. 
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CHAP,  transactioui  althougU  be  opposed  the  measurey  luid  on 
iiivestigtitinn  was  acqnitted  of  blame. 

The  corps  which  accoi»panic<i  General  BttKgtgM  ift 
fiMi>ififciiwiiig>if  wm  sprtsd  o«t  to  )umtf  Bp  wA  ^mamm 
tkefBriiepratoti  ly     ioM  oT  TiotwlMsai  tteitt 
MgiaMrtt  Mto*  likirtfcMm  oolomi  BlBy  ww  iMt  in 
parsuit  of  Colonel  Long  and  his  dctachmenty  consisting 
of  the  invalids  and  conTalescentBy  with  his  regimenty 
about  150  strottgy  making;  in  the  whole  four  or  five  hun- 
'  tod  men.   Colonel  I^ng,  finding  himsplf  presaedf  aid* 
Actton     Taacad  and  met  Lteutenant-cokNNl  UUl^  awA  ail  atttaa 
^^^^^  iMMd,  in  wkkh  Oia  Briltob  affioer  daiaiffid  11^ 
BfitiA    M  it  ieaftMit,  that  Hm  Mb  had  beeiibc«la% 

Ck^Un^i^  and  was  retreating,  and  iKit  for  tlie  entire  fkilure  of  Co- 
l<»ng^i  lonel  Long's  ammuniliuiiy  tlic  Licntcnant-colonol  muist 
d«ueh-     j^^^.^  h^^x\  made  prisoner,  as  well  as  Captain  Montgn- 

nicrj  of  that  regimenty  who  was  wounded  and  left  on  the 
fiddt  wlMn»  aa  Gaaenl  Bai^yiie  tdis  us,  «  Colonel  tiiU 

iSaai^  bat  in  tnrth,  wiio  Ida  corpi  wm  Qbl%«d'tofc» 
treat,  and  Colonel  Lon(g^»  ftMVaat  of  aaMa«aiilaja»  couUi 

not  ptirsue  lam. 

A  few  (lays  after  these  events,  Grenera!  Burgoyne  re- 
called Frascr-s  corps  ami  the  9tli  regiment  to  Skcensbo* 
foQghy  where  be  eetabliabed  bis  bead  i|iiart0ny  ddaeb* 
ed  Reldeael  with  a  Genaan  oorfis  towards  Casttetowa 
and  Puhney^  and  seat  back  General  Phillips  to  Tioonda* 
i*ogato  press  forwanl  liis  water  and  land  transport,  with 
his  artillery,  provisions  and  munitions  of  war  of  every 
species  by  way  of  Fort  George:  the  troops  under  his 
owa  immediate  orders,  were  occupied  in  clearing  Wood 
creek»  and  repairing  the  road  to  St*  Ann»  and  toward 
Fort  Edward;  where  General  Schuyler  had  taken  post» 
and  was  making  the  most  active  exertions  to  coNert  an4 
embody  a  furce  to  resist  the  progress  of  the  cwtiDy. 

Although  the  honoiinible,  impartial  and  intelligent  part 
of  the  worldy  have  long  siiK  e  done  justire  to  the  military 
character  and  patriotti»m  of  General  St.  Ciairy  in  relation 
to  his  conduct  in  the  abandonment  of  Tiooi^erDga ;  I 


ijiyiiizeQ  by  GoOgle 


GENERAL  %VILKINSON. 


19i 


must  be  permitted  to  record  a  few  testimonials  to  sliew^  chap. 
that  if  he  was  at  all  culpable,  it  was  for  his  temerity  in  ^^.^-^^ 
attempting  to  hold  the  place  as  long  as  he  did.  The  ge- 
neral return  [A]  of  the  28th  June,  which,  before  his  eva- 
cuation of  tiie  [lost,  will  shew  that  his  continental  troo]is 
fit  for  u(  ti(Mi  were  short  of  3,000,  and  that  the  only  rein- 
forcement he  received  afterwards  was  900  militia,  on  the 
5th  July,  under  no  sjiecific  obligation  for  service,  and  it 
will  appear  fi-om  General  Burgoyne's  defence  before  the 
House  of  Commons,  p.  17,  that  the  force  of  the  enemy 
was  7,200  tnjops  of  the  line,  independent  of  his  Indians, 
irrcgulai*s  and  seamen,  and  it  will  also  appear  in 'these 
sheets,  that  the  American  troops  were  badly  armed,  mi- 
serably clothed,  and  short  of  provison ;  that  they  were 
necessarily  divided  between  Ticonderoga  and  Mount  In- 
dependence, which  places  were  separated  by  Lake  Cham- 
plain;  and  that  his  whole  force  was  insuflicicnt  for  the 
defence  of  either,  ten  thousand  men  having  been  demand- 
ed for  that  service  by  both  General  Schuyler  and  General 
Gates  ;*  that  on  the  night  of  the  ilh  July,  the  enemy  had 
taken  possession  of  Mount  Dofiaiice  or  the  Sugar-loaf  hill, 
which  General  St.  Clair  had  not  force  to  occupy,  from 
whence  both  Mount  Independence  and  Ticonderoga  were 
effectually  commanded,  and  tliat  the  enemy's  batteries 
would  have  been  opened  upon  him  tiie  next  day,  which 
last  facts  arc  sustained  by  General  Burgoyne's  despatch 
to  Lord  George  Germain,  dated  Skeensborough,  July  11, 
1777,  of  which  the  following  is  an  extract:  *  ' 

'  **July  5th  Lieutenant  Twiss,  the  commanding  engi- (^>cncrA 

neer,  teas  ordered  to  reconnoitre  Sugar  hill,  on  the  south  groyne's 
side  of  the  communication  from  Lake  George  into  Lake  tlcsjiatch. 
Qhamjilainy  -which  had  been  possessed  in  the  night  by  a  party 
of  infantry;  it  appeared  at  first  to  be  a  very  advantageous 
post,  and  it  is  now  known  that  the  enemy  had  a  council 
some  time  ago  about  the  expediency  of  holding  it :  but  the 
itUa  was  rejected  upon  the  supposition  that  it  was  impossi- 

•  Sec  their  tcsUoaony  on  lUe  trial  of  General  St.  Clair.    ^  ,[ 


CBAP.  ble  for  a  corps  to  be  vslablished  there  in  farce.  LieuteimiU 
^^^^1^  Twiss  reported  Uiis  hiil  to  have  the  enlin  conmand  of  the 
.  works  md  hmUmg$  btdk  ^  Timndtitga  mid  Mmd  Jwi»- ' 
pmtineef  at  lAc  Htlmee  ^«B«iil  1400  ffordBfmU'm 
farmer  mi  imofrmik^lamr;  that  the  gpmtmd'm§gktb€ 
Uvdkd  so  as  to  reeehe  eaimnth  ttnd  that  the  road  to  convey 
ihenif  althoui^h  diflicnltf  7nij;ht  be  made  praclicablc  in  twenty- 
four  hours:  tIt's  liiil  aho  commamled  in  rrverse  the  bridge 
^  communicaiioH — saxo  ilie  exact  situation  of  the  vesselsp 
nor  oonUd  the  enemff  during  the  day  make  any  Jurther  mm- 
meat  or  prq^aHem  TsoithoiU  being  diseeroeredf  Am  vtbm 

HAVUrO  THEIB  NVMBBBS  OOUNTBD.'^ 

Yet  from  the  indolence  natarat  to  man,  and  bis  dispo- 
sition to  tfuat  to  appearances,  this  height  hatl  hctii  pre- 
viously neglected  Uy  tbe  French,  British,  and  Amcricau 
comitiainlers :  and  a  similar  error  took  place  at  Fort  Du- 
quesne  aud  i?ort  Titt,  both  built  on  the  same  site,  jet  ab- 
solutely ccMnmanded  on  three  aides;  indeed  such  appeavn 
to  iiave  been  the  common  error  of  the  engineers  in  the 
early  settlements  of  this  continentf  from  Canada  to  Flo-, 
rida,  t'rom  Michilimacl^inac  to  Natchez^  and  benco  tbo 
principle,  that  a  military  commander  should  determine^ 
never  to  trust  to  appearances  or  the  jtiii^inent  of  any 
man,  where  it  is  practicable  for  him  to  examine  and  jud§e 
for  himself. 

I  regret  that  the  limits  of  these  memoirs  are  too  cir* 
cnmacribedt  for  tbe  scrutiny  of  the  nnmerons  military  ope- 
rations which  have  fallen  under  my  observation,  and  the 

exposition  of  the  grounds  and  motives  on  which  they  have 
been  ( oiulomncd  and  vindicated.  Pressed  by  circumstances, 
whatever  may  he  my  inclioatious,  the  pages  to  w  bicb  my 
work  is  necessarily  confined*  would  not  be  sufficient  for 
this  purpose  alone;  but  as  {  hare  rendered  justice  to  the 
discernment  and  decision  of  General  Burgoyne*  I  maj 
hereafter  indulge  a  few  brief  reflections  on  what  I  have, 
considered  his  errors. 

General  St.  Clair  found  G Liberal  Schuyler  at  Fort 
£dward»  in  deplorable  circumstances^  but  with  a  firm 


ijiyiiizeQ  by  GoOglc 


GENER^iL  WILKINSON 


103 


miiir)  and  imsliakcn  spirits ;  lie  was  actually  deficient  in 
4be  essential  article  of  ainniunition»'^  and  lead  was  taken 
IVuui  tiic  windows  and  sliops  of  the  inhabitants  of  Alba- 
ny;! our  powder  lay  at  Fort  George,  but  this  the  enemy 
permitted  us  to  remove,  toj^ether  with  our  artillery,  pro* 
visiuns  and  munitions  of  war;  General  Schuylcr*s  wholo 
lurce,  before  he  was  joined  by  General  St.  Clair,  con- 
sisted of  about  six  hundred  continental  troops,  and  a 
iimallcr  number  of  militia,  and  this  five  days  after  Gene- 

*      Ifeturn  of  Ordnance  and  Stores  in  the  LaboratQry^  taken  at 

Edward,  July  1 5th,  1777. 


a  ■* 

3  C 
C  V 
n  b 

-  «M 

3 

-3  O 

5 

M 

O 
M 

D 

u 

u 

;j 

a  ^ 

Pound*  of  lead. 

Flints. 

Skeins  of  mus- 
ket cartridge 
paper. 

1 

U 

■■>-  c, 

O  cc 

c 

X 

Reams  of  mus- 
ket cartridge 
paper. 

Kc'kms  ol  can- 
non paper. 

40 

9 

31 

276 

.5500!  94 

22 

10 

9 

"Sir. — The  above  return  is  an  exact  one  of  the  ordnance  stores  at 
this  place.  I  have  sent  you  per  the  bearer  two  reams  of  writing 
paper. 

**  I  am,  Sir,  with  respect, 

"  Your  obedient  humble  servant, 
(Si^cd)  "  JASP.  MAUD.  GIDLEY,  Conductor. 

To  Colonel  fVtlkmson,  D.  A.  CP 

-j  Extract  of  a  letter  to  Colonel  Lewitt*  Deputy  Q.  M.  General,  Albany, 

The  citizens  of  Albany  only  can  supply  our  immediate  exigen- 
cies ;  recourse  must  therefore  be  had  to  the  committee,  begging  their 
interposition  to  collect  such  lead  as  is  in  the  city  :  the  lead  from  vrin- 
dow5  and  weights  may  perhaps  afford  a  supply  for  the  present.  As 
soon  as  it  is  collected,  Mr.  Rensselaer  will  have  it  made  into  ball,  and 
send  it  up  without  a  moment's  delay.  Should  a  wagon  be  sent  oflT 
with  one  box,  as  soon  as  it  is  ready  it  must  be  pushed  off}  also  «U 
iUe  buck  shot. 

"  By  order  of  Major-general  Schuyler. 

**  J.  LANSING,  Jcir.t  Secretary.^ 

'  '  III  ■    I    I    , «  1 .1  ■     ■  ■       ■      ■  ■ 

I 

•  Since  goremor  of  the  sUte  of  New  York,  and  Utc  Msjor-g^aV*^ 

in  the  army  U.S. 

t  Since  chancellor  of  the  state  of  New  York.  I 
YQJL.  h  B  b 

fl 
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CHAP,   ral  BTTr!?nyn«*  hfit!  fruclinil  Skreusbomtfi^h*  \\  nluu  a  ujiy*^ 
forced  marcli  ui  htm»  with  iive  tlmusiiml  veteran  troo^ 
^'^'^  fresh  and  flusM,,wltfi^pOilill^  dte^lOMMieral  SU  Clair 

WNMAapiioMttMr  li^liani  jiil  i  inUiii>Mi||>Nil 

tlic  militia,  encouraged  by  these  appearances  semkwammA 
by  the  inijxu'timii IPS  of  Genera!  Schuyler,  turned  uni 
daily  Irutii  the  ttdjaceiit  nnitity  'jf  Albany,  and  on  tli»i 
£OlilQir  returns  [/i]  exiiiiiited  areii^^^4^^fi|prctsf  tiut  we 
M»  wMcMly  inittd  in  all  tbtaga^  as  lU  Schuy- 
Uv^  Mmt  to  ChBiiMl  WMianstoB^of  the  lOHijpd^Mli 

*  The  men  were  in  »  wretched  condition  fimm  want  of  clothing^, 
and  the  oiBcers  h»d  lost  every  things  the  General  had  on  all  be  had 
aaved,  and  I  was  in  a  aimtlar  predicament* 

t  Extract  •/  ietter*  /rem  Ma^or-'general  SekttifUr  i§  Gen.  fFatUnst^iu 

Art  MmMi  July  lOth,  ITTT. 

am  iliis  moment  favoured  with  yonr  exceUeocy's  ](etter  of  tlie 
6th  inatant.  Ton  will  boAto  tfaif  lw«»  wedwrt  my  aciawl  l»ltmi» 
ndviahi|^  your  eieeUarnqr  of  flmofncimiloa  of  TleoBtooga*  aid  the 
ditttcatedaituotionwemiii.  Woaralf  nomonmnoiwiAabeClor; 
rathce  worse,  it  deserthm  It  frii|oeot  Gtntnl  Niaoa^  hrfgids  it 
not  yet  come  up,  nor  do  I  get  a  reinfiarceroent  of  the  militia.  Genera!! 
8t.  Clair,  from  whom  1  heard  for  the  6rst  time  about  ten  o'clock  this 
morning  (copy  of  hii  letter  I  enclose)  is  about  fifty  miles  cast  of  me  ; 
if  he  should  g^o  to  Brnninj^ton,  as  I  fear  he  will  be  obliged  to  do,  he 
\\  \\\  be  still  f:irtlier  ofl",  und  the  more  lie  g^ts  into  the  iiihal/ilcil  part 
of  ihe  country  llie  grcatf  r  w  ill  the  dcs',  r!  ion  from  the  army  be,  which 
is  already  much,  very  much  diminished  by  numbers  going-  off.  I  am 
rery  apprehensive  General  St.  Clair  will  not  join  mc  with  mure  than 
one  ihousandmen.  Gen.  Nixon's  corps,  I  am  informed,  is  under  that. 
Thus  with  less  than  three  thousand  continental  troops,  and  not  quite 
one  thousand  milUta,  I  am  to  ftce  a  powerful  enemy  from  the  north, 
'  flushed  with  tuccettf  and  pressed  at  the  tame  time  from  the  west  by 
a  body  whiob,  from  repeated  information  (coplei  wbcfeof  I  hare  not 
time  to  send),  it  tetpeettble,  and  already  at  Otwego.* 

Fort  JEdvard,  July  l4tK  1777. 
"Colonci  Warner,  with  tibtt  remains  of  his  rcf^lmcnt,  I  have  order* 
ed  to  remain  on  what  are  commonly  called  the  New  Hampshire  grants^ 
together  with  the  militiri  from  that  part  of  this  stntf  ;  he  hna  direc- 
tions to  drire  off  all  the  cattle  and  carriages^  but  whether  he  will  be 
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July  set  forth.    We  re-occupied  Fort  Ann  on  the  IStb,  CHAP, 
and  employed  every  exertion  on  the  p  jrtage  from  Fort      ^ ' 
George,  to  remove  the  public  property  from  that  post;  ^^^'^ 
in  the  mean  time,  the  general  oflicers  reconnoitred  the 
neighbourhood  of  Fort  Edward,  for  a  strong  defensive 
position,  and  exerted  all  their  faculties  to  supply  the 
wants  of  the  troops  and  to  reanimate  the  country. 

Lieutenant-general  Burgoyne,  on  reaching  Skeensbo-  o«ier»i! 
rough,  had  is8«ied  a  proclamation,  summoning  the  in  ha-  ^^",1^°^^"* 
bitants  of  the  Hampshire  grants  (now  Vermont)  to  meet  procla- 
Colonel  Skeene  at  Castletown,  for  the  purpose  of  making  ccnlTrai 
their  submission.    To  counteract  the  effect  of  this  sum-  Schuyler 
mons,  General  Schuyler  issued  a  counter-proclamation,*  prodama" 
to  which  I  I'cfcr  the  reader. 

able  to  effect  it  is  a  doubt,  tu  I  am  informed  a  very  great  proporHm  0/ 
the  inhabitanta  are  taking  protections  from  General  Burgeynct  at  mott  of 
tho$e  in  tfiis  quarter  are  also  wilting  to  do. 

"Desertion  prevails,  and  disease  gains  ground;  nor  is  it  to  be  woK- 
dered  at,  for  we  have  neither  tents,  houscis,  barni,  boards  or  any  shcl-  1 
ter  except  a  little  brush ;  every  rain  that  falls,  and  we  have  it  in  great 
abundance  almost  every  day,  wets  the  men  to  the  skin.  We  are  be- 
sides in  great  want  of  every  kind  of  necessaries,  provision  excepted. 
Camp  kettles  we  have  so  few,  that  we  cannot  afl'ord  one  to  twenty 
men." 

• 

•  **  By  Philip  Schuyler,  esq.  Major-general  in  the  army  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  and  commander  in  chief  of  the  northern  de- 
partment! to  the  inhabitants  of  Castletown,  of  Ilubbartown,  Kut* 
Land,  TInmouth,  Paulctt,  Wells,  Grenville,  with  the  neighbour, 
itig  districts  bordering  on  White  creek,  Camden,  Cambridge,  8cc. 

WuKREAs  Lieutenant-general  Durgoyne,  commanding  an  army  of 
iiritish  troops,  did  by  a  written  p.^per  by  him  subscribed,  bearing 
date  at  Skeensborough  house  on  the  10th  day  of  July  instant,  require 
you  to  send  from  your  several  townships  deputations  consisting  of  ten 
persons  or  more  irom  each  township,  to  meet  Colonel  Skecnc  at  Cas- 
tletown, on  Wednesday,  July  15,  at  10  In  the  morning,  for  sundry  pur- 
poses in  said  paper  mentioned,  and  that  you  were  not  to  fail  in  paying 
obedience  thereto,  under  pain  of  military  execution  : — 

•*  Whatever,  my  countrymen,  m.ny  be  the  ostensible  recsons  fur  such 
a  meeting,  it  is  evidently  intended  by  the  enemy  then  to  prevail  on 
you,  by  threats  and  promises,  to  forsake  the  cause  of  your  injured 
country;  to  aisist  them  in  forcing  slavery  on  the  United  Slates  of 
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CftAP.      But  whilst  these  patriotic,  bcHicHirabie  men* 

ttallgQant  punioftt  i»f  m  hiiBwn  htwt  wwe  pvt  to  no- 
tloiiy  to  depredate  their  worth,  to  impair  tlieir  influence, 
and  destroy  their  utiUt/.   These  peryerse,  uncharitable 


U  tiiider  the  ipeciouf  p«iext  of  affurdin^  you  protec- 
Hen^  to  bring  on  yo«i  thftt  miawy,  vbiob  their  promisea  of  pit^Ucuon 
drew  on  the  deluded  inhabiUott  of  Kev  Jeney  who  won  weak 
enough  to  confide  in  them,  but  who  aoon  experienced  Ibeir  fallacy^ 
by  being  treated,  indUoriaiinately  wHb  Ihoao  vMnoOi  citena  «ho 
eiiee  Mb  io  dilte  Of  Mr  C0M7,  eM  the  mot  wioiee  bitf  b^ 
fUgr,  aed  auch  as  hath  not  hitherto  diagreocd  barbatbuia.  Th^  crmllf 
butcbeiedy  without  distinction  of  age  or  sex;  raviahod  children  from 
ten  to  women  of  eighty  years  of  age;  they  burnt,  pillaged  and  de- 
stroyed whatever  came  into  their  power,  nor  did  those  edifices  dedi* 
cated  to  the  worship  of  Almighty  Cod,  esrupp  their  sacrileg^ious  fury. 
5iiich  the  dped«<,  srrch  they  were  inconteatibiy  proved  to  be* 

■which  have  markctl  the  Rniiih  arms  with  the  most  indelible  plains.— 
But  they  havinfj,  by  the  blcssinRf  of  Divim  I'rovidence  on  our  a.ms, 
been  obliged  totally  to  abandon  that  stale,  they  kfi  tliose  thnt  were 
weak  or  wMail  enoogh  to  talto  protection  under  them,  to  bemoan 
their  credulity t  and  to  eatt  theflnelirta  on  the  uBercy  of  their  ii^ured 
ceoiiiyieiiu  Ottch  wUlheyoarAta^iryoaleadnwillingcartotbeir 
pronlaee,  whteh  I  truat  nooeofyou  willdoi  hot  ieaa  any  of  you  abould 

CO  Ikr  forget  the  dlityjottoMa  to  your  counlay  aa  to  join  witib  orio 
any  manner  of  wiy  assist  or  give  comfott  tc^  or  hold  CdVecpondcnee 

witb»  or  take  pre^tion  firrnn  the  enemy— be  it  lomrn  to  eech  and 
every  of  yoti  the  inbabitlnia  of  said  townships,  or  any  other  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  Ui>!ied  States,  that  you  will  be  conaidered  and  dealt 
with  as  traitors  to  said  states,  and  that  the  laws  thereof  will  be  put 
in  execution  against  any  pfrvrHi  50  oilcndm^^  with  the  utmost  rigour. 
At»d  1  do  hereby  strictly  enjoin  and  command  all  olFjcrrs,  civ  il  and 
militory,  to  apprehend  or  cause  to  he  apprehended,  hH  such  offen- 
dcn:  and  I  do  further  atrietty  enjom  and  command  such  of  the  mili- 
tia of  said  townships,  as  have  not  yet  marched,  to  do  so  without  dc- 
1*7»  to  join  the  army  under  my  command,  or  some  detachtneni 
thereof. 

"  Gifcn  under  my  hand  at  bead  qeartera.  Fort  Bdward,  Joly  I3ib, 
1777. 

"  PHIUP  SCBOTLBR, 

"By  Ihc  General's  command, 

"  J.  B.  UVING8TOM,  Md.Je<a^** 

•  The  foUowinp:  testimonial  of  candotir  and  magnanimity,  may  sp. 
>W  romamic  in  these  aclfiah  daya  yet  being  no  fiction,  it  ia  offwi 

a 
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to  the  meditation  of  those,  ulio  having  foundeil  r.if  k  on  intrigue, 
falsehood  and  perfidy,  arc  now  ready  to  assas  .utatc  lui-  jjrf  -eminence. 
••Sir,  '  *•  JfjffsN  Creek,  J'l'"  2)f/-,  1777- 

**  General  Schuyler  was  good  enouj^;h  to  r«'atl  to  n\e  p^rt  of  ;i  Irttcr 
he  receired  last  ni^ht  irom  yon.  I  cannot  rccoUecL  lliui  ;tn)  oi  mf 
officers  ever  asked  mj  eeMons  for  kwviiig  TicoDcerogai  but  as  I 
luTe  found  the  tntumm  meb  deeritd*  I  biM  aAm  expressed  myself 
iQ  thh  msnner  t  **Tliat  m  to  myself  I  ww  perfcetty  easy ;  I  w»  con* 
eeloue  cf  tlw  uptightMM  ead  pMpfittf  ef  ttf  eeadeett  tftd  icipiMd 

t0«a        frofoi  OmnI  lafcuK"*  ^  f  jMitiiiHiM  fctoi«ie  ao 
sttcb  orier  eodmid. 

**  The  c&liHiiny  thrown  on  General  Schuyler,  ea  ao^omt  of  that  mat- 
ter, has  giTen  me  great  uneasiness.  I  assure  you.  Sir,  there  never 
was  any  tiling  more  cruel  snd  tinjiiit ;  for  hr  knrw  nothimp  of  the 
matter  until  it  was  over,  marc  than  you  did  at  Kmj^^ston.  li  was  done 
ill  consefjuence  ot"  :i  consultation  with  llic  othar  jjcneral  ofliccrs,  with' 
OMt  liic  I'jojisibillly  of  4iener«l  Schuyler's  CDiicurrtJiicc  ;  and  h;id  tlic 
opinion  of  lliat  council  been  contrary  to  what  it  was,  ii  wuiild  ticvi  t- 
thckbs  have  taken  place,  because  1  knew  it  to  be  iropoa^ibic  to  deiend 
the  post  with  oar  MHBbifa. 

«*  In  my  iHit  tiCmieii  ftim  iHtl  M^WMd^mfrhteh  I  gave  them 
Ml  MfDuat  ef  tke  ielNm»  ieiliia  paragraph  t->^Jt  wte  my  origiml  de« 
dign  to  itttimd  to  this  pliee,  that  1  might  be  becirixt  Oewml  Bur- 
goyne  and  the  bbabitaDta,  and  that  the  militia  might  hateaemethi^g 
in  tbiaiiiafttrtoeailleet  to.  It  to  nnvaAotod,  and  the  mtlltinave 
coming  ia«  to  that  1  have  the  most  sanguine  hopes  that  the  piegmmi 
of  the  enemy  will  be  checked,  and  1  may  have  the  satisfaction  to 
periencc  that  nUhough  I  havf  lott  a  post  I  ha-pe  eveniuaify  »aveda  ttate* 

**  Whether  my  conjt  cturc  right  or  not,  is  uncertain,  but  hud  otir 
ariBy  been  niudo  prisoners,  which  it  certainly  would  have  been,  the 
etate  of  New  York  would  lisive  been  much  more  exposed  at  prcrsetit. 

**  1  proposed  lo  General  Schuyler,  on  my  arnvai  at  1  orl  Ldwurd, 
to  have  tent  a  note  to  the  printer*  to  assure  the  people,  he  had  no 
fttt  hi  ihindentog  what  Uiqr  conaideted  their  strong  holds »  he 
thought  it  waa  net  to  proper  at  that  time*  hat  it  to  no  more  than  what 
1  dwn  to  tiiift  mid  tohimto  dutoWt  that  he  w» totally  naacquatou 
ed  with  the  mattori  and  I  ahould  ht  ToiygM  that  thto  leltor  or  a^jr 
puiafityovaiVthiBk  proper  to  communieate*  may  conYioce  thn 
nnbelteving.  Simple  nnhelief  ia  caaily  and  iooo  eenYinced,  hut  whan 
malice  or  envy  occtttona  it,  it  to  neadleaa  to  attempt  convtotloo. 

«Iam*Slr,  ' 
*■  Vmrf^ry  humUe  and  ob't  serv*t. 

^  ikETUUK  #T«  CLdlK. 

The  mn»  /sAa  Ja^^  Mimgum.*' 
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CHAP,  ofticcy  appear  to  be  gaining  ground  in  the  American  com« 
^*  munity;  they  spring  out  of  partial  interests,  envy,  and 
invidious  feelings,  and  arc  cherished  by  intrigue  and  am- 
bition; to  repress  them,  they  must  be  rendered  not  only 
unfashionable,  but  abhorrent  to  all  minds  and  hearts,  and 
to  effect  these  purposes,  under  the  government  of  tlicse 
states,  we  must  appeal  to  the  source  of  all  good  and  all  evil 
in  politics — the  peopix.  Let  them  elect  for  their  execu- 
tive magistrates,  men  unbiassed  by  party  prejudice  or 
factious  influence,  above  sordid  interests  and  sinister  am-^ 
bition,  with  public  good  for  their  object  and  public  vir- 
tue for  their  guide :  and  under  such  auspices  the  Ameri- 
can community  may  be  restored  to  its  ancient  sympathy y.' 
integrity,  good  will,  and  good  humour.  ; 

The  calumnies  daily  invented  and  industriously  circu^ 
lated  against  Generals  Schuyler  and  St  Clair,  exceeded 
all  precedent,  and  stood  unrivalled  until  the  flood-gates 
of  blander  were  opened  against  niyself :  it  was  proclaim- 
ed that  they  were  traitoi*s  to  the  country,  and  acted  in 
concert  with  the  enemy,  and  the  ignorant  and  the  ci*cdu- 
lous  were  led  to  believe  that  they  had  received  an  im- 
mense treasure  «<  not  in  Mexican  gold  packed  on  mules,** 
but  in  silver  balls,  fired  by  Burgoyne  into  St.  Clair's 
camp,  and  by  his  order  picked  up  and  transmitted  to 
Schuyler  at  Fort  George!!!  Extravagant  as  was  this 
tale,  it  was  implicitly  believed,  and  several  pci'sons  ques- 
tioned mc  with  much  gravity  as  to  the  fact!  But  those 
gentlemen,  supported  by  conscious  rectitude,  looked 
down  with  pity  on  the  delusions  of  their  countrymen,  in- 
vited an  investigation  of  their  conduct,  and  persevered 
in  the  faithful  discharge  of  their  duty.  , 
.^The  relation  in  which  I  stood  to  General  St.  Clair,  a 
conviction  of  the  injuries  heaped  on  him,  and  a  natural 
inclination  to  share  the  misfortunes  of  those  I  love,  de- 
termined me  to  address  tlie  following  letter  to  a  Boston 
editor,  I  believe  Edes  or  Gill,  with  the  intention  of  check- 
ing the  current  of  slander,  or  to  divert  a  portion  of  it  to 
myself;  the  motives  and  the  sentiment  of  tliis  appeal 


^▼e  it  popularity — it  was  reprinted  in  the  PenM^kwyi  CHAP. 
g^MlbH^  mA  iitu^wa  til*  4BeiwA  •ffiet,* 

JItei'f  Crcdk:,  if.  Q.  /u^  28lA,  1777- 

«Sir, 

'  *  It  is  with  astonishment  ind  eoneem,  that  I  o!b«m  to  jow  Utt 
papers*  a  vein 

hiinuui ;  for  it  is  cevUioly  impoiitio  lo  depreeiate  lU  iiifliiciiee  ol  M 
oflieer  high  in  oomnand^it  is  truly  ungenerous  to  put  the  wont  con. 
itmeiioo  on  ctery  incident  attending  the  retreat— and  it  It  inhuman 
toMdaraMiiMpvMlonvlifaotttgiflaf  hin  an  oppoitMHyoT 

vlndlcfttioTi. 

If  GcnerJil  St.  Clair  has  ^anigreMed»  he  will  surely  answer  for  it 
at  a  proper  tribunal.  Do  not  then  prejudge  him,  or  disgrace  your 
paper  with  the  malicious  inuendoes  of  every  c  nv  ou'?  talkati^'e  puppy. 
Be  chjit'itable  enough  to  suspend  your  opinion  for  a  little  limt-,  and  a 
scru'.iriy  of  his  conduct,  which  General  St.Claxr  has  ahxady  ciaimed, 
M  ill  sali&iy  )'ou  and  the  public. 

'*  Vour  correspondent  irom  Manchester  (it  pains  me  to  espoi^  an 
officer)  furnishes  you  with  a  gross  misrepresentation t  Ibrhe  assured 
that  I  myself  ordered  his  regiment  to  strike  their  tents  one  full  hour 
bolbn  a  amo  aiofod  ftom  Tieonderog^  thongi  it  is  squally  trae,  I 
conld  not  6ndths  Cntojal.  lani^instatd  of  attending  thotmhn^ 
kation  of  the  stote^«  he  was  **ptKkii^  i^**  I  am  obliged  too  to  iiifa* 
lidate  the  authority  of  your  gfoileman  of  capacity  and  cbarsctcr,  who 
•*  had  the  first  opportunity  of  knowing  there  were  upwards  of  four 
thousand  effectives  in  the  garrison,**  since  the  returns  of  the  army  are 
made  to  me,  .-^ml  1  declare  to  Qml  and  the  world  that  there  were,  ex«  , 
elusive  of  about  seven  or  eight  hundred  militia  who  had  just  :iirivedt 
only  two  thousand  and  eighty-four  mcH  for  duty,  *'  believe  it  u  lvo  will.** 
"You  observe  that  "the  prreatesi  number  of  the  enemy,  allowmg 
Ihe  accounts  of  those  u  hose  bttsiness  it  is  to  make  it  as  large  as  ap- 
pearances would  allom-,  could  not  exceed  6000;  it  was  in  all  probabili* 
ty  short  of  that  number/'^Tbe  malice  of  this  suggestion  tins  wall 
evince.  I  wish  w«  may  not  find  the  cnsmy  ons  thousand  strs^gcSiF-* 
The  fifty  natieious  questions  which  Ibllow  this  obsenraUoOy  are  too 
pitiful  to  hs  answered. 

^  I  join  with  you  in  thhdkhig  there  ought  to  be  an  inqniry  aAsr  the 
ninsandcMiss  yon  Ibr  tlKyieaUtr  new  reasbsd  Ticon^^ 

toga;  though  your  interfogMioRS  en  that  iMBdarainpiopsrl^dirscit* 
sd  and  maliciously  pointed. 

•*  Believe  roe,  Siir,  if  virtue  or  justice  has  existence,  t!)e  man  wlm 
stands  condemned  for  retreatinc:  from  Ticontlero^,        ere  long 
be  thanked  for  the  salvation  of  three  thousand  me n»  who,  instead ot* 
>i>««Og  ia  captivity,  atS  now  opposing;  nur  enemy. 

*'  I  am,  Sir,  }"(nir  obctiieut  servant, 

*VA.  \\  ILKIXSOX,         Adjt  G>»." 
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poo  MKmamn 

^^^^^^  chief  ensSaWt  Ml  §m  maMm  had  hmm  ikm  companion 

Fortified  ®^  blanket :  be  nelected  a  position  for  a  fortified  camp 
campse-i  about  four  miles  below  Fort  Edward,  at  Moses's  creek, 
Jj^^J^i^  where  the  wntei  s  of  the  Hudson  river  aiHs  separated  by 
ail  island.  On  tbe  2^  wecaiieil  in  our  oatpo8t%  ami  re- 
tircil  to  that  posittmi,  wliere  It  was  yiymii  t»  tMt 
the  approach  of  the  ienemy.  IQ^Hiig  tlils^tt^' jii^^B 
Indian  shot  and  acalpedan  if|hai|iUant^  who  ^ijiasmni^ 
hia  family  out  of  tlie  way  of  tlw  enenyy  betwon  4holaft 
flank  guard  and  tiie  column:  lie  was  seen  and  purauedy 
but  made  his  escape,  and  the  audacity  of  the  act  pro- 
duced a  general  sensation :  the  troops  were  now  orga- 
nised into  diviaions,  and  occupied  tbe  opposite  sides  of 
the  rtver»  Uia  right  under  Miyor^-general  St.  Glak-»  4ha 
left  nnder  Mifjor^general  Arnoldf  who  liad  recently  joined 
ne;  and  gnrand  wis  broken  on  the  island  Ibr  n  hattcry 
to  cnminaml  the  pass :  the  position  had  been  selected  be- 
cause the  approximation  uf  the  hills  to  the  river,  foroied 
a  defile  susceptible  (»1  defence  against  a  superior  loi  t  c. 

But  about  this  time  tbe  slanders  to  wliicb  1  have  ai. 
Ittdedy  and  which  were  nnfoitanately  patronized  by  fii^ 
tiotis  meUf  who  had  even  then  found  their  way  ihtn 
.Congress,  produced  a  very  general  defection  among  4i» 
troops ;  a  frtghtfui  desertion  onsnedy  and  on  the  £*th  In 

the  short  space  of  fhc  days,  our  cunfinciital  foixe  waS 
mluced  to  less  tfmn  onoo,  and  our  militia  to  about  1300 
men,  and  these  subject  to  no  eficctuaL  restraint ;  of  tbe 
lbrm«r»  the  grsateot  part  were  badly  arme^  and  botli 
men  and  oiBceni  half  naiiedy  aiddy^  a^  dcatitnte  of  com- 
fbrts.  In  this  state  of  thingsy  the  hoatile  Indiana  were 
let  loose  by  the  BrHidb  commander,  and  penetrated  ihe 
!j*ontier  settlements,  committing  murders  and  spreading 
terror  over  the  country.  Our  troops,  who  were  all  le- 
vies of  the  preceding  winter,  instead  of  recovering  confi- 
dence, lost  spirit ;  and  the  panic  became  more  general 
and  impressive  than  ever.  General  Schuyler^a  cnrrea 
pondence  at  thb  period*  will  beat  explain  the  difl|cidttN 
by  which  he  was  sorroimded,  and  the  patriot  zeal  and 
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maTiTf  i^titbniH<lrwfiMlieiilet<liei^^^  Wo«iipeare4  CHAR 

to  be  approatiiiiig  another  crisis,  bat  there  was  noUiing  ^* 

•  Bxtract  of  a  icUer  from  Central  Schuyler  to  $he  Ctuneil  of  Safety  <^ 
JVetf  I'wfc,  dated  Fort  JSdmird,  Juiy  2lff,  1777. 

"  The  inhabitants  of  Tryon  count Vi  as  you  will  have  perceived  Uy 
copien  of  some  Irlters  which  I  have  had  the  honour  to  trunbnnt  vou, 
are  alrciitiy  too  niucli  laciiued  to  lay  down  tlicir  arms,  and  lake  uhut 
terms  the  enemy  i.;^^  pUate  to  afford  them.  Half  of  the  militia  of  thia. 
county,  and  the  neighbouring  state  of  llattichiisettt,  we  hfllVe  htm 
oMir tkvBCMMlif  ^laliiiny,  iMi  ihtt  vtota  ikaold  iro ;  f 
WjSkfm  mha  w  Iww  toft  wUl^aljr  iiwah  •  %r diyi,  TtoMttooMil 
tEOQpt  1  have  in  tbU^oailMrf  art  md«r  thee*  thnmMi4<  indthc  mo* 
my  inereMiDf  wtih  Corks^  who  daily  join  them  in  TCiy  cootidembte 
aoiiihefa.*' 

£dward»  Ju^  24M»  1777. 

Wa  hcptnot  flffwabofC  thirteen  hondtnd  viSMnen  the  gvoiind* 
I  wish  wc  had  the  mott  diatant  pfotpect  to  detain  oneJudf  of  thoen 
above  five  or  six  days.  Our  continental  Ibrce  is  between  twenty- 
seven  snd  t v,-enty-eifr^it  hundred.  Wi\h  this  smull  t)ody  we  have  to 
encounter  a  much  more  numerous  body  of  :hc  cncm\ ,  \vcll-r<ppoinlcd, 
flushed  with  success,  and  daily  increasing-  hy  the  acquisition  of  the 
tones.  Happ\  1  sliould  stiii  be  in  some  degree,  if  I  couUl  dose  the 
melancholy  tale  here;  but  every  letter  I  receive  from  the  county  of 
Tryon  advises  me,  that  tlie  inhabitants  of  it  will  Uy  down  their  arms 
anten  I  euppoK  them  wHh  eontf  nental  troopf . '  From  what  1  have 
Aid,  you  will  tec  the'  impofsibility  of  ray  complying  wilh  Aetr  it> 
^neat.  The  dtetot  of  Scdhaiy  baa  alao  pohMBdly  mtimalid,  that 
naleat  conttoentat  traopa  an  tent  them»  th^  will  aim  rabmifc  to  the 
enemy*'* 

JBMiract^a  kfterfrom  the  Sam  fd  Mt  excvOency  General  Wtukingtm^ 

dated  ^SioraUja,  July  SSiA,  1777. 

**  I  believe  your  •saaUenigr  hot  spared  me  alt  iAt  mtpi  jftm  frudemfy 
€tmldi  but  we  are  still  too  weak  in  this  quarter,  especially  as  sick- 

nesB  decreases  us  with  f^J^at  rapidity.  Our  men  living- entirely  upoa 
fresli  meat  occasions  much  disease.  S;ilt  meat  we  have  none  of,  nor 
is  any  to  be  got  in  this  quarter;  if  It  can  be  spared  from  any  post  bc» 
low  1  wish  a  quantity  of  it  may  be  ordered  up." 

Extract  ef  a  letter  frim  the  Same  te  Mujor-generaX  Beaih^daitd  Saru* 

tega,  Jultf  28IA,  1777. 
^  Evety  eflfort  «f  fhn  enemy  would  ba  hi  ▼■in,  if  oor  ezertiona 
aqoaUad  our  MlliOff  if  oor  virtne  wtm  not  ainhing  under  4bit  infc> 


ijiyiiizea  by  GoOgle 


QilAF.  in  till-  pi'OspeoC'to  appal  any  person,  who  \vi tacked  Utc 
scenes  which  had  passed  in  the  J6rse^8»  six  aadeigl^ 
aioTiflis  befoi'e. 

Under  th«  eiK«Mtanm  olHke.MVieat*  iMimci^  it 
was  dwoied  expedient  to  retire  fras  lf«iee%  cmk*  be- 
Mnee  il  WMild  carry  in  Nenrer  to  ear  veooeme*  Md-m- 
nme  us  beyond  striking  distance  from  the  enemy.  Tlie 
camp  was  striK  k  on  the  30tli,  but  previously  to  the 
march,  100  men  liad  been  detached  from  the  kit  ti» 
^Mtfojr  a  bridgo  a  luiifi  or  two  in  the  rear,  iifiotsrai 

ttout  v«fMlfty  which  pemdei  throaghont,  and  tbrefttens  at  wldi 
mdii.  America  caanot  ht  subdued  by  a  foreign  tomtt  but  her  own 
conuption  may  brio^p  on  the  fatal  catastrophe." 

Extract  of  a  letter  frovi  the  Samf  to  tJie  Committee  of  ,9llftmj/~'-4aSed 
Mend  Quarttra,  JHotet's  Creek,  Jultf  QBth,  VfTT. 

"I  Wifh  people  to  consider  that  we  hare  had  a  lar^r  body  of  the 
enemy  on  this  side  of  Lake  Georse^wheii  Fort  AVilliam  Henry  was 
taken;*  that  tbe  British  troops  were  on  the  point  of  retiring  from 
Fort  Edward;  and  Oial  many  concluded  ihc  country  was  lost.  A 
Utile  reflection  convinced  ilicm,  that  the  danger  was  not  so  great  as 
tlicy  iirst  imagined,  and  they  resumed  tlii:li'  spirits  I  hope  tliry  will 
do  so  no  v.'.  !  wiih  them  to  consider,  Uiat  it'  General  Bur^oync  bhould 
even  g'  L  ai,  far  down  as  llalf-inoon,  that  iie  wiU  run  Ijirnself  into  the 
greatest  danger,  and  that  in  ail  probability  iui>  whole  army  will  be 
destroyed.  It  ajn>ears  most  evident  to  me,  that  if  we^esen  ouraelves 
all  will  go  well.  The  troops  under  my  command  are  in  good  spirits* 
and  the  mill  tia  also. 

**Is  itbeeoming  rational  beings,  when  a  misfortune  hat  happened 
to  tlieai»  to  dtspond  and  not  to  eouateraet  the  eviU  dmely  not  t  and 
i\f  the  milltU would, do  th«r  daqr,  wo. ilw^M lum  m^ tho  t»m$ 
repent  their  ever  having  come  into  theeottntiy,  aM  retreat  with  iofi- 
nitcly  more  los?i  than  we  have  experienced;  but  if  the  militia  will  sit 
still,  folding-  their  arms,  and  not  make  tise  of  tlios<>  exertions  wUich 
fiod  has  pnt  in  their  po'vcr  to  mnkc  it?5c  of  for  their  own  defence,  they 
certainly  will  becon^c  tlie  victims  of  an  enemy,  whose  very  mercies 
are  cruelty.  Mow,  Sir,  can  you  think  that  I  can  spare  men,  when  I 
haTe  applied  tf.  yon  f  n-  men?  Exert  youi-sclvcs!  shew  that  you  are 
men,  and  you  wiU  iind  men  in  numbers,  and  your  enemies  will 
notsh.**  , 


'  *  *  By  General  Montodm,  irsr. 
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liurgoync  reached  Fort  Edward  the  day  before,  and  thap. 
his  Indians  were  on  the  alert;  they  attacked  the  de-  ^ 
tachmcnt  on  its  return,  after  desti-oying  the  bridt^.  General 
and  such  was  the  consternation  which  seized  on  our  men,  Bm-goyne 
that  they  retreated  precipitately,  suffering  thirty  or  forty 
Indians  tn  hang  on  tlieir  right  flank,  and  to  harass  thera  tJwarJKi 
up  to  the  verge  of  their  late  camp,  in  tfic  face  of  the  divi- 
sion  under  arms.    In  this  dastardly  flight,  the  Indians 
threw  away  their  fire  at  long  shot,  and  wounded  a  few 
persons  only,  among  them  Major  Matt.  Clarkson,*  aid-  » 
de-camp  to  General  Arnold,  who  expnseed  himself  gal- 
lantly in  attempting  to  rally  the  fugitives  and  hi-ing  them 
to  action ;  a  ball  jiassed  thmugh  the  muscular  integu- 
ments of  his  throat,  it  was  believed  the  ti*achea  wiis 
wounded,  and  I  remember  his  youthful  associates  with 
sorrow  anticipated  his  death,  but  contrary  to  expectation 
he  soon  recovered.      * "  "      '  " 

The  army  reached  Saratoga  without  otlier  incident, 
than  the  loss  of  some  stragglers  by  the  Indians,  and  on 
the  2d  of  August  continued  its  march  to  Stillwater.   Wc         .  ^ 
had  this  day  another  evidence  of  the  panic  which  pre- 
vailed among  the  troops.    As  the  rear  guard  of  one  hun-  "**^'** 
drcd  men,  was  marching  from  its  post  to  join  the  main 
body,  it  was  fired  upon  by  a  small  party  of  Indians,  and 
took  to  flight  in  open  ground :  attracted  by  the  firing  I 
rode  up,  and  was  a  spectator  of  the  scene  ;  the  guard  was 
commanded  by  Major  Hu]I,f  who  on  horseback  was 
making  the  most  animated  exertions  to  rally  his  men, 
which  he  at  length  effected,  and  in  turn  drove  tlie  enemy 
with  great  gallantry.  * 
-    General  Schuyler  reached  Stillwater  on  the  3d,  and 
began  to  intrench  his  camp  on  the  4th;  but  had  made 
little  progress,  when  he  received  advice  of  Colonel  St  Expcdi- 
Leger's  arrival  before  Fort  Schuyler,  by  the  w  ay  of  Os- 
wego.    This  expedition  had  been  concerted  in  England,  St.  Leger 
upon  the  general  plan  of  the  campaign^  to  effect  a  diver- 

•  .  r 

*  *  .  •  General  Clarkson  of  New  York. 


t  Since  an  unfortunate  general. 


I 


c^AF.  skm  ui  fsv0«r  irf  ihi  iirtfici|Mil  op^ratioiiy  and  eventually 

tu  fonn  a  jMHCtion  with  General  Burgoyue  at  Albany.  It 
consisted  of  550  troops  of  the  line,  aiid  Sir  John  John- 
son's  provLnciaisy  fU|iQUiitfH|(  to  ^40  m&h  wjyth  a  jvuuc^ 
vm  body  of  ludiaaii 
ColoiMl  fiL  hmfM  Fori  SolMotov  nlMl»  # 
I^J^  jMie  held  of  the  MaHmrnk  H«er,  «ad  iliQflHiw  ftw  ilr 
bany^  on  the  3d  of  August.  The  intelligence  of  his  ap* 
proachy  received  from  Colonel  Ganscvooit  wUo  cora- 
jnanded  the  post,  had  roused  the  niiitia  oi  the  upper  set- 
j^wqiftntff  tbat  river ;  and  General  Herkimer  marched 
jibe  fame  day^  with  about  9QQ  o^^nt  lo  auccour  tliM  ipani* 
awf  bavkif  adTked  €o1omI  Ofpetvoor^  i^  his  fMnrfoaiy 
by  a  jight  party  mbick  Jttp  vi^lfpcepf  tte  wmj- 
and  raached  tlm  FofC  TtdaMyof^tisaaA,  liaadid  by 
a  chief  unskilled  in  military  affairs^  was  led  on  without 
the  ordinary  prerautii>ns  ol  I'roiit  or  Hank  guards,  and 
in  the  morning  of  the  Gth,  about  five  miles  from  the 
jfort»  fell  into  an  ambuscade  of  Indians  and  royalists^ 
wder  the  direction  of  $ir  John  Johnson*  wbo  had  been 
.detacbed  ^y  St.  jU^  to  iMiet  tiien.  A  iqwe  and  oMi- 
asOoB  eoMiadf  io  v^ipli  tko  BiiUtii^  alibongli  oor- 
priaedj  pod  fightinf  andior  opaaiftot  diBadvantages,  naisr 
tained  their  ground  with  great  resolution,  tierkimerf 
,was  uioi  tally  wounded  in  tlie  onset,  yet  i*efused  to  be  car- 
ried off  the  field,  and  continued  tu  animate  his  men ; 
J9^kOf  after  a  ci^est  of  two  hours*  when  the  enemy 

^ir  fi^»  mid  dr^w  air  from  tht^  ^  qi 
fh4  latmlod  wkh  «iio|b  delilov9itiop#  $b  Io  cocry  off 
their  wounded.  During  the  period  of  tho  action»  Colo- 
nel Gansevoort  ordered  a  sortie  of  250  men*  under  Lieu- 
tenant-colonel WiUett,  against  tlie  encampment  of  the  ene- 
my in  bis  rw,  whic^  )iLaf  t]^^iUf^  with  ^e  coafgicuoua 

•  Herkimer  an  honest,  plain,  unlctiercd  German,  well  merited  the 
monument  which  w»a  voted  by  Ck)ngre8S,  in  commemoration  of  bis 
death. 

t  CapUm  Stepbea  UTitti,  of  Sir  John  Jobnton^s  corps,  was  left  oa 
tbf  leld  oTbilite  wjlli  aDrolMCi  leg^  wbecebe  w  found  a  day  or  two 
aflerbjtbeeaemy. 
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gallantry,  displayed  by  this  revolutionary  veteran  on  va-  chap^ 
rious  occasions  during  the  war :  he  destroyed  their  camp  ^' 
equipage  and  provisions,  and  carried  into  the  fort  many  ^'^"''^^^^ 
utensils  and  much  baggage  of  the  enemy,  without  the  ^ 
loss  of  a  man.    General  Herkimer  died  of  his  wounds  a 
few  days  after  the  action,  in  which  our  loss  of  killed  and  vi 
wounded  was  estimated  at  one  hundred  and  sixty.    St.  '  ' 

Leger  does  not  in  his  report  of  the  aflfair  mention  his  loss  ^ 
of  whites,  but  admits  Uiat  tliirty  Indians  were  killed,  and 
the  same  number  wounded ;  among  whom  there  were  se- 
veral of  their  favourite  chiefs  and  confidential  warriors.* 
Both  sides,  as  is  frequently  the  case,  claimed  the  victory, 
but  as  there  was  no  pursuit  on  either  side,  it  was  evi- 
dently a  drawn  action,  which  spread  sorrow  over  an  ex- 
tensive American  settlement,  eventually  blasted  St.  Le- 
xer's hopes,  and  raised  the  siege  of  Fort  Schuyler  with- 
out a  second  conflict^  for  the  loss  suffered  by  the  Indians 
afflicted  and  disheartened  them,  and  the  circumstance  of 
the  British  troops  not  having  participated  in  the  combat, 
filled  tliem  with  disgust  and  jealousies,  which  produced  a 
general  defection.  *; 

The  news  of  this  engagement  reached  Greneral  Schuy-  General 
Icr  the  7th,  witli  an  exaggerated  account  of  our  loss,  and  o 
on  the  nth  he  detached  Brigadier-general  Learned,  with  to  the 
about  800  continental  troops,  to  reinforce  the  militia.  On 

Schujlcp. 

•  Extract  nf  a  letter  from  Colonel  Butler  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  dated 
Campf  Fort  StanviXf  Aug.  tSth,  1777. 

Of  the  New  Yorkers^  Captain  M'Donald  was  killed.  Captain  Watts 
dangerously  wounded,  and  one  subaltern  ;  of  the  rangers,  Captains 
"Wilson  and  Hare  killed,  and  one  private  wounded.  The  Indians  suf- 
fered much,  having  S3  killed,  and  29  wounded;  the  Scnecas  lost  17 
men,  among  whom  were  several  of  their  chief  warriors,  and  had  16 
wotmded.  During  the  whole  action  the  Indians  shewed  the  greatest 
zeal  for  his  majesty's  cause;  and  had  they  not  been  a  little  too  preci- 
pitate, scarcely  a  rebel  of  the  party  had  escaped.  Most  of  the  leading 
rebels  are  cut  off  in  the  action,  so  that  any  farther  attempts  from  that 
quarter  is  not  to  be  expected.  Captain  Watts  of  the  Royal  New 
Yorkers,  whose  many  amiable  qualities  deserved  a  belter  fate,  lay 
wounded  in  three  place*  upon  the  field  two  days  before  he  was  foundi 
however,  it  is  thought  he  will  recover.*'— ParA       vol.  9.  p.  227. 
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CHAP.   th€  13tli  (General  Arnold,  havinc:  voIiinfr^orH  liis  service/^ 
^'      was    ordered  to  proceed  to  the  German  Flatts  to  take  the 
^'^'^''^  Mtfemnuudf  with  instruetUms  to  call  out  the  mHUUh 

rdieve  FM  Schn/Urt  ^  jnrtuHeakU;  Mmmse  to  adopt 
such  measurei  as  would  most  effMw^  cover  ihe  »ettlements 
of  the  Mfhawk.** 

liiiviiig  made  these  aiTaiig  ments,  General  Srimylcr 
determined  to  form  a  camp  at  tlie  cnnflucnrc  of  the  Mo- 
hawk with  the  Uudaon's  river,  as  a  more  convenient  ^lost- 
tion  for  watching  the  opei^tions  of  St.  Leje^er,  and  from 
its  proximitgr  to  bis  gieneral  hospital  and  depots  at  Al- 
banyt  to  sate  the  expense  of  transport,  and  rt^flresh  hb 
troops,  who ^were suffering  from  disease;  or'flnAlly,  shoirid 
cTcnts  impose  it  on  him,  to  resist  the  advance  of  General 
Burgoyne  ;  but  be  fore  he  marched  from  Stilh\  a(oi%  an 
incident  occurred  which  is  worthy  of  record,  because  it 
will  expose  to  the  reader  the  abject  humiliation  of  those 
troops,  who  were  destined  in  a  few  weeks  to  conquer  the 
'  very  enemj,  whose  name  had  excited  terror,  and  whose 
presence  had  strock  them  with  dismay.  Soch  Is  t3ie  floc- 
tuation  of  the  moral  and  physical  encrgy^such  the  in- 
constancy to  wlihli  the  hnnum  character  is  liable,  when 
the  mind  or  body  is  diseased,  or  life  is  put  at  hazard. 
Captain  A  Captain  Warren,  with  a  light  party  on  scout,  being 
ri^irinlsh  attacked  by  a  soperior  number  of  Indians,  he  retired  to 
i^Oi^'^  a  deserted  cabin,  and  on  attempting  to  force  it,  one  of 
the  warriors  was  killed,  upon  which  the  Indians  retreat- 
ed ;  Warren  had  also  one  man  killed,  whom  he  brought 
into  camp,  with  the  scalp  of  the  Indian.  This  trifling 
skinttish  pi'oduced  the  excitements  of  a  victory,  and  wa3 
recognised  in  the  ibUowing 

GENERAL  ORBEIL 

a.  q.  Smhoater,  Jlug»  9tk,  1777* 
•«Tbe  General  thanks  Captain  Warrai  ami  the  good 

soUiere  of  his  party,  £ir  the  gallant  resistance  they  ycs- 

terd;iy  made  against  a  superior  number  of  savages.  As 
Captain  WaiTen      couvinced  the  army>  thai  those  bar- 
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bariprt*?  m'tit  neither  invulnerable  !ior  uiviuciWe,  the  ire-  chap. 
neral  tlat(i^3^iiiMiif  that  our  parlies  will  never  again  ^^^^ii^ 
TetrenfeMiB'  tfaBa^rmkM  thej  flmi  thfiinaelvcs  nanlfiBst- 
If  tMrtmnbccti.'  <hir  teave  fellow  aoMler  who  g^oriowly 
fett  in  Mb  akimiiilHiito  be  buried  this  day  with  the  bo- 
nours  of  war.  '  ♦ 

M'e  decamped  I'roin  Stillwater  on  the  IHh,  and  aliei 
aeveral  halts  took  post  the  18th  on  Van  Schaick'a  island^ 
formed  by  the  mouthi  of  the  Mohawk*   General  Gates  nencrai 
anivedt  and  again  superoeded  Geneial  Sdrayier  in  com-  1 
mand  on  the  Idtli^  and  at  an  interesting  epoch  of 
campaign.    The  current  of  adversity  had  expended  it-  Schuyler. 
seir>  and  a  flood  of  good  tot  tune  began  to  ptuir  in  ujwn 
the  American  arms  ;  and  when  General  Sclinylcr  was 
confidently  looking  forward  to  a  change  of  circumstances 
which  night  reward  him  for  bis  zeal  and  assiduity  by 
the  repulse  of  the  enemy*  of  which  be  never  appeared  to 
doubt.  The  long  halt  of  General  Burgoyne  in  the  vici* 
nity  of  Fort  Edward,  and  the  incessant  exertions  of  Ge- 
neral Schuyler,  to  rouse  the  dormant  spirit  nl  tlio  comi' 
try,  bcj^ari  to  dissipate  the  alarm  which  hiul  appalled  c  i- 
tizca  and  soldier,  and  from  tlie  extreme  of  desiM)ndcncy, 
to  restore  that  self  confidence*  wbich  was  consuouuated 
by  the  afiTair  of  Bennington* 

The  obstacles  opposed  to  General  Bnigoyne's  progress  Geneni 
the  moment  be  was  obliged  to  abandon  bis  water  trans-  ^^jj^** 
port,  increased  at  every  step  he  adwiced ;  by  sitting  Sil^cul* 
down  at  Skeensborough  more  than  twenty  days,  he  had  ^^J^ 
enabled  General  Schuyler  to  break  up  every  road.,  and  for. 
obstruct  every  approach  to  the  Hudsons  river.   Tiiese  ''"'^  ^' 
happily  conceived  and  actively  prosecuted  measures*  sub- 
jected the  British  army  to  henry  fiiiigoes  and  unavoid- 
able delays,  and  on  his  arriral  at  Fort  Edward*  be 
found  bis  operations  shackled  by  a  great  deficiency  of 
the  land  transport  which  had  been  contracted  for  in  Ca- 
nada.   T(j  obviate  those  difficulties,  mount  Reidesel's 
dragoousi  test  tbe  affections  of  the  country^  and  indulge 


ijiyiiizeQ  by 


d08 


0 

MEMOmS  BY 


CHAP,  the  chimerical  idea  of  alarming  the  eastern  states,  he  was 


)^Z^.^  prevailed  on  to  hazard  an  entcrprize,  wliich  eveiituatecl 
iti  the  toss  of  one-sixth  of  his  regular  force»  and  was 
the  precorsor  of  the  approaching  catastrophe. 
The  motives  which  led  General  Bnrgoy ne  fo  this  ad- 

Tcnturons  operation,  are  precisely  defined  in  the  follow- 
ing cxtr^ict  from  liis  insti  ut  tiuns  to  Lieutenant-colonel 
Baumc.  bearing  date  Fort  Edward,  \\\^.  Otli,  1777:— 
Extract  «  Hit  objects  of  your  expeditioti  are  to  h-y  the  affections  of 
Colonel  '^'^  cmintnu  to  disconcert  the  conncUs  oj  tfie  eneik^  to  mount 
B  ui  mc's  Bcidesd's  4ragoon$f  to  complete  Feter^s  corps,  and  to  o6tm 
liont!^^  for^  oupplUs  flf  cattU,  hme$  amd  carriages/*  The  dela- 
sions  by  which  General  Burgoyne  was  misled,  may  be 
traced  to  the  excessive  zeal,  and  consequent  misreprc 
scntations  of  Governor  Skecne,  and  those  who  had  atjan- 
doned  tlic  cause  ofttieir  rumti'y  to  join  the  royal  standard^ 
who  were  themselves  beguiled  by  personal  interests  and  ani- 
mositiesy  and  their  eagerness  to  manifest  the  sincerity  of 
thfir  devotion*  A  stranger  to  the  topography  of  thecoun* 
try,  its  improvements,  population^  and  the  political  dis- 
position  of  tlic  people,  it  was  natural  that  the  General 
shdtiid  listen  to  tliose  wlioui  he  conceived  best  qualified  to 
smooth  his  patii,  and  who  found  a  momentary  impor- 
tance in  fanning  his  hopes  and  ambition.  Such  iliusionB 
are  common  to  the  human  mind,  and  the  strongest  un- 
derstanding is  not  always  exempt  from  their  influence. 

But  General  Burgoyne  committed  a  great  error»  in 
his  selection  of  a  corps  for  this  critical  service^  which 
was  ignorant  of  the  lant^iiage,  habits,  and  manners  of 
the  tounlj  y — a  fatal  ovei'sight;  and  the  want  of  discern- 
ment, deciiiion,  and  celerity  of  movement,  essentials  in 
which  the  Germans  were  deficient,  augmented  their  em- 
barrassments; besides  the  detachment  of  Baume  was  too 
inconsiderable  to  awe  the  country*  and  not  qoaltfied  to 
resist  the  attack  of  half  its  numbers  in  a  broken  country, 
abounding  witli  defiles,  covered  with  wood,  and  peopled 
witli  a  liai'dy,  resolute  race  of  men:  but  above  all,  the 
tour  prescribed  was  too  extensive,  and  tho  operations 
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too  dlhktoiy ;  indeed  the  ipstructions  of  General  Burgoyne  chap. 

to  Licutenant>colonel  Baume  betray  extreme  i^^iiorance 
or  pi*esuniptiiin,  and  justified  the  conciusiun  which  is  ex- 
hibited in  thfi  foUowing  iettei's. 

««  Van  Schaiies  Island,  Jhig.  IStih  1777. 

**  I  have  the  fmnoor  to  congratulate  Congrees  on  a  Bebvyler 
signal  ▼ictory  obtained  by  General  Starky  an  account  ^f^^t, 

wheictjf  is  contained  in  the  fallowing  letter  from  General  kucra. 
L«inculn,*  whtcl)  I  have  thi^  inument  had  the  happiness 
to  receive,  togetlier  with  General  Burgoyne's  instruc* 
tions  to  Lieutenant-colonel  Baume^  copjr  wiiereof  is  in- 
dorad*  I 

I  am  In  hopes  that  Congreaa  will  very  soon  bave  the 
satisfaction  to  fkar,  that  General  Arnold  has  raised  the 

siege  of  Fort  Schuyler.  If  that  talies  place,  I  believe  it 
will  be  possible  to  cnj^age  two  or  three  hundred  Indians 
to  join  tliis  army,  and  Congress  may  rest  assured  that 
|ny  very  best  endeavours  f»baii  not  be  wanting  to  accom* 
plish  it 

<*  I  am  informed  that  General  Gates  arrived  at  Albany 
yesterday.  Major  Living8ton»  one  of  my  alds^  will  have 
the  honour  to  deliver  you  tills  despatch. 

« 1  Am,  with  every  senlimcnt  of  respect, 
«  Your  obedient  servant, 

"P.  SCUUXLER. 
^  Mm.  John  Hancockf  Fru't  of  Congress.** 

ft 

Benmngton,  dug.  2Sld,  ±777. 

Dear  General, 

«  I  received  yours  of  the  4  9th  instant,  which  gave  mc 
great  pleasure.  I  beg  to  be  excused  for  not  answering 
It  sooner^  I  haire  been  so  sick  ever  since^  that  I  could  not 

*  i 

*  General  Stiik't  account  being  more  mmutft  and  cihifteteri^ie, 
is  entef«d  in  pUce  ef  General  Liacolo't. 

vox.  I.  .  Bd 
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CHAP,  write,  neitber  am  I  well  as  yet    But  General  Lin* 

coin  lias  written,  and  I  joined  with  him  in  opinion  on 
the  suhjcct  of  his  letter.  I  shall  now  give  your  ho- 
nour a  short  account  of  the  action  on  the  16th  instant* 
I  was  informed  there  was  a  party  of  Indians  in  Cam- 
britlge»  on  their  march  to  this  place:  I  seat  Colonel 
Qrtg  of  my  brigade  to  stop  them  with  two  haiidred  men: 
In  the  night  I  was  informed  by  express,  thll  fhere  was  a 
*  large  body  of  the  enemy  on  their  march  in  the  rear  of  the 
Indians :  I  rallied  all  my  brigade  and  what  militia  was 
at  this  place,  in  order  to  stop  their  proceedings ;  I  like- 
wise sent  to  Manchester  to  Colonel  Warner's  regiment 
that  was  stationed  there;  also  sent  expresses  Ibr  tin^Mlk 
litia  to  come  in  with  all  speed  to  our  assistance^ 
was  ponctnally  obeyed  s  I  then  marched  in  company  with 
Colonels  Warner,  Williams,  Herrick  ana  Brush,  with  all 
the  men  that  were  present.  About  five  miles  from  this 
place,  I  met  Colonel  Greg  on  his  retreat,  and  the  ene- 
my in  close  pursuit  after  him:  I  drew  up  my  little  army 
in  order  of  battle;  but  when  the  enemy  hove  in  sight, 
tliey  halted  on  a  very  advantegeoos  hill  or  piece  of  ground. 
I  sent  out  small  parties  in  their  fimnt»  to  skirmish  with 
them,  which  scheme  had  a  good  effbct ;  they  kiUed  anil 
wounded  thirty  of  the  enemy  without  any  loss  on  our  side; 
but  the  ground  that  I  was  upon  did  not  suit  for  a  general 
action.  I  marched  back  about  one  mile  and  encamped, 
called  a  council,  and  it  was  agreed,  that  we  should  send 
two  detachments  in  their  rear»  wliile  the  otiier  attacked 
them  in  fWint;  but  the  15th  it  rained  all  day,  tlmrefore 
had  to  lay  by,  could  do  nothing  but  skirmish  with  them. 
On  the  I6th  in  the  morning,  wasjoincd  by  Colonel  Sim- 
mons with  some  militia  from  Berkshire  county :  I  pur- 
surd  my  plan,  detached  Colonel  Nicoils  with  200  men  to 
attack  them  in  the  rear;  I  also  sent  Colonel  Herrick  with 
300  men  in  the  rear  of  their  rightf  both  to  joln»  and  when 
joinedf  to  attack  their  rear :  I  also  sent  Colonel  Babbard 
and  8ticknej  with  SOO  men,  in  tlieir  right,  and  sent  100 
in  their  front,  to  draw  away  their  attention  that 
way ;  and  about  three  o'clock  we  got  all  ready  for  the 
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attack*  Golanel  Nicitlls  began  tht  aase,  wMcli  wai  fol-  chap. 
lowed  by  all  the  rest  The  remainder  of  my  little  army  JJ^L 
I  pushed  up  in  the  front,  and  in  a  f V  w  minutes  the  action 
began  in  genci-al;  it  lasted  two  houi-a,  the  hottest  I  ever 
saw  lo  my  life*-*ii  represented  one  continued  clap  of 
thunder  j  faowever  the  enemy  was  obliged  to  give  way^ 
and  leave  their  field  ^eces  and  all  their  baggage  bebiad 
tbem:  thej  were  ail  environed  within  two  lireaatworha 
with  their  artillerjy  but  oar  martial  coorage  proved  too 
hard  for  them.  I  then  gave  orders  to  rally  again»  in 
Older  to  secure  the  viLtory,  but  in  a  few  minutes  w  as  in- 
formed* that  there  was  a  large  reinforcement  on  tlu-ir 
inarch  within  two  milest  Lucky  for  us*  that  moment  Co^ 
lonel  Warner's  regiment  came  ap  freahf  who  marched  on 
and  began  the  attaclLafMu  I  pnahed  forward  aa  many* 
tif  the  men  as  I  could  to  their  aaeiatance:  the  battle  con* 
tinued  obstinate  on  both  sides  till  sunset ;  the  enemy  was 
obliged  to  retreat;  we  pursued  them  til!  dark;  but  had 
day  lasted  an  hour  longer^  we  should  have  taken  the 
whole  body  of  them.  We  recovered  four  pieces  of  braaa 
cannott»  aome  hundred  atanda  of  arma»  and  bnmi  bmv 
relied  dromsy  several  fiessian  swords*  aboat  700  prison* 
er8»  SOT  dead  on  the  spot;  the  number  of  woonded  is  as 
yet  unknown;  that  part  of  the  enemy  that  made  their 
escape,  marched  ail  nigiit^  and  we  returned  to  our  camp. 
Too  much  honour  cannot  be  given  to  tlic  brave  otlicers 
and  soldiers  for  gallaat  hehavii^ur;  they  fought  through 
the  midst  of  fire  and  smdkei  mounted  two  brsaatwoiiui 
•  that  were  well  fbrtiffedy  and  supported  with  cannon.  I 
cannot  particuiavlse  any  otBcer,  as  thay  all  behaved  with 
the  greatest  spirit  and  bravery :  Coloael  Wamer'a  so- 
perior  skill  in  the  action,  Wds  of  extraordinary  service 
to  me ;  I  would  be  glad  iic  and  his  men  could  be  recom- 
mended to  Congi*css.  As  1  promised  in  my  order,  that 
the  soldiera  should  haye  all  the  plunder  taken  in  the  ene- 
my's camp»  fpould  be  glad  your  honour  would  send  me 

«  He  was  a  captibi  of  nngersjDii  the  pbOm  of  ikcehm*  with  Qeae^ 
fftl  Wote. 


/ 
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CHAP.  word»  what  the  value  of  the  cannon  and  other  artillery 
stores  above  described  may  be.  Our  Iobs  was  inconside- 
rable $  about  forty  wpanded  and  thirty  lulled.  1  lost  my 
borae^  bridle  asd  saddle  in  tbe  action. 

« I  ani»  Sir, 

M  Yonr  meet  devoted  and  moot  ob^  hunbie  aerv't. 

"  JOHN  STARK. 

u  Mijor-geua^  Gates,  Mbant^*^* 

St.Leger't    |f  oy|.  eyes  from  those  scenes  of  trifimph  in 

tioo.  tho  ea^  to  Fort  Schuyler  in  tbe  west*  we  shall  find  St* 
Li^e^  crippled  by  H«riunMr»  obstinately  resisted  by  the 
modest  and  excellent  soldier  Oansevoorti  and  alarmed 
^by  the  approach  of  Arnold,  hastily  raising  tbe  siege,  and 
retiring  with  the  partial  Xuhh  of  biH  artillery,  camp  equi- 
page  and  provisions.  The  most  satisfactory  account  of 
this  transaction  which  I  can  offer  the  reader^  will  be 
found  in  St.  Leger^s  report  to'General  Burgoyne,  bear- 

His  re.  log  date  Oswego»  Aug.  SZth,  1777,  an  extract  from 
wbicb  I  bc^  leave  to  quote.  «  When  by  the  miabating. 

'Bxajp^.  labonr  of  bmceie'and  men,  (the  smaflnessof  onr  nnmbers 
never  admitting  of  a  relief,  or  above  three  hours  cessa- 
tion for  sleep  or  cooking)  the  batteries  and  redoubts  were 
finished,  and  new  cheeks  and  axle-trees  made  for  the  six 
pounders,  those  that  were  sent  being  reported  rottin  and 
.  unserviceabiOy  it  was  found  that  our  cannon  had  not  tbe 
least  effect  upon  tbe  sod  work  of  the  fort»  and  that  our 
loyals  bad  only  the  power  of  teasing,  as  a  six-inch  plank 
was  a  sulBcient  security  for  their  powder  magazine^ 
which  we  learnt  from  the  deserters.  At  this  time.  Lieu- 
tenant Glenie  of  the  artillery,  whom  I  had  appointed  to 
act  as  assistant  engineer,  i)rop()scd  a  conversion  of  the 
royals  (if  I  may  use  the  expression)  into  howitzers  ;  the 
ingenuity  and  feasibility  of  this  measure  striking  me 
very  strongly,  the  business  was  wt  about  immediatelyt 
and  soon  exeented;  when  it  was  round  tba^  nothing  pre^ 
vented  their  operating  with  the  desired  eifectt  but  the 
distaace-^-their  diamliers  being  too  small  to  bold  a  suti* 
ciency  of  powder.   Tliere  was  nothing  now  to  be  done^ 
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bat  to  approach  the  town  by  sap,  to  such  a  distance  that  chap. 
the  rampart  night  be  brought  within  their  portice  j  at  the  ^ 
same  time  all  materials  were  preparing  to  rail  a  mine  ^"^^"^^^ 
under  tbeir  moat  formidable  bastion. 

In  the  midst  of  these  operationsy  intelligence  was 
brovgbt  in  by  our  scootSt  of  a  second  corps  of  one  tbbn* 
sand  men  beinp;  on  their  inarch.  The  same  zeal  no  longer 
animated  the  Indians;  they  complained  of  our  thinm  ss 
of  troops,  and  their  former  losses.  I  immediately  called 
a  council  of  the  chiefs  ;  encouraged  them  as  much  as  I 
could ;  promised  to  lead  them  on  mjselff  and  bring  into 
the  field  three  hundred  of  tlie  best  troops.  They  listened 
to  thSsy  and  promised  to  follow  me^  and  agreed  thaitl 
should  reconnoitre  the  ground  properest  for  the  field  of 
battle  the  next  morning,  accompanied  by  some  of  their 
chief  warriors,  to  settle  the  plan  of  operations. 

*<  W'luni  u\)un  the  ground  appointed  for  the  field  of 
battle^  scouts  came  in  with  the  account  of  the  first  num* 
ber  swelled  to  2000 1  immediately  after  a  third,  that  Ge^ 
neral  Borgoyne's  army  was  cut  to  pieces»  and  that  Ar» 
nold  was  advancing*  by  rapid  and  forced  marches*  with 
three  tiiousand  men.  It  was  at  this  moment  I  began  to 
suspect  cowardice  in  some,  and  treason  in  others  ;  how* 
ever,  I  returned  to  camp,  not  without  lidpesy  wntli  the  as- 
sistance of  my  gallant  coadjut<»r  Sir  John  Johnson,  and 
the  influence  of  the  superintending  colonels,  Claus  and 
Butler,  of  inducing  Hiem  to  meet  the  enemy.  A  council* 
accordiqg  to  their  cnstomt  was  called  to  know  their  re« 
solutions*  before  the  breaking  up  of  which*  I  learned  that 
two  hundred  were  already  decamped.  In  about  an  hour 
they  insisted  that  I  should  retreat,  or  they  would  be 
oblic;c(l  to  abandon  roe. — 1  Itad  no  other  {lart  to  take  (and 
a  hard  part  it  was,  to  troops  who  could  do  nothinc^  with- 
out them,  to  yield  to  their  resolves);  and  thereibre  pro> 
posed  to  retire  at  night*  sendii^  on  before  my  sick* 
woonded*  artillery*  &c.  down  the  Wood  creek*  covering 
them  by  our  line  of  march.  This  did  not  fall  In  with 
their  views  I  which  were  no  less  than  treacberouBly  com- 
mittiog  ravage  upon  tlieir  friend^^*  aa  they  had  lost  the 
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CHAP.  op|K>rtutiity  of         it  upoii  their  enemica.  To 
^    thist  they  artfully  caused  nessengei's  to  come  in,  ono 

after  the  othcr^  with  accounts  of  the  nearer  approaches  of 
the  rebels;  one  and  tho  last  affirmed^  that  tliey  were 
uithia  two  miles  of  Captain  Lernoult's  post.  Not  giving 
entire  credit  to  this^  aud  iLeepinj^  to  my  resolution  of  re- 
tiring hj  nighlf  they  grew  furious  and  abandoned; 
seised  vpan  the  officers'  liquor  and  clothes^  In  qpito  <^ 
'        the  efTorts  6f  their  servants;  nnd  became  more  formida- 
y    ble  tliiiii  the  enemy  we  had  to  expect.    I  now  thought  it 
time  to  call  in  Caj>taiii  Lernoult's  post,  retiring  with  the 
troops  in  camp  to  the  ruined  fort,  called  William,  in  the 
front  of  the  garrison,  not  only  to  wait  the  enemy,  if  they 
thought  proper  to  sallyy  but  to  protect  the  boats  from  tlie 
fury  of  the  sav^geo.  Having  sent  forward  Captain  Hoyes 
with  his  detacbmenty  with  one  piece  of  cannon,  to  the 
place  where  Bull  Fort  stood,  to  receive  the  troops  who 
waited  tlie  ari  ival  ol"  Captain  Lernoult,  must  of  iha  buats 
were  esrortfd  that  ms^hi  Ixy^nd  Canada  (  i  tu  k,  wlierc  no 
danger  was  to  he  apprehended  from  the  enemy.  The 
creek  at  this  place,  bending  l>om  the  road,  baa  a  deep 
cedar  swamp  between:  eTery  attention  was  now  turned 
to  the  mouth  of  tlie  creek,  which  the  enemy  might  have 
possessed  themselves  of  by  a  rapid  march  by  the  Ondda 
castle.  At  this  place  the  whole  of  the  little  army  arrived 
by  twelve  o'clock  at  niglit,  and  took  post  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  have  no  fears  of  any  thing  the  enemy  could 
do." 

Krftec.  We  have  here  some  examples  of  tlie  character  of  the 
Indian  tribes.  The  eflTects  of  tliese  signal  events  were 

events,  more  extensive  than  appeared  at  Urst  view,  and  connect- 
ed with  all  the  circumstances  which  had  ensued  the  eva« 

cuation  af  Ticonderoga,  must  warrant  the  following  con- 
clusions : — 

1st. — l  hat  the  army  of  Lieutenant-general  Bui*goyne 
had  been  essentially  disabled ;  by  the  loas  of  a  heavy  de* 
tachment,  with  its  artillery  and  ba^age;  and  by  the  dts« 
comfitnre  of  a  collateral  branch  of  the  expedition  he 
commanded. 
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Sd.— TMt  the  seal,  pairiotuloiy  pene?enuice9  and  sa-  chap, 
lutary  arrangcmcntai  of  General  Schuyler,  had  roused  flie 

spirit  of  the  cotaif  ry,  and  Tatiquislied  the  prejudices  ex- 
cited against  him  by  urliiice,  intrij^iic  and  detraction. 

3(1. — That  by  the  repulse  of  St.  Lcger  and  the  capture 
of  the  detachment  under  Colonel  Ban mc;  safety  bad  been 
restored  to  the  western  frontier;  and  tlie  panic  terror 
which  peiraded  the  commttnitjr  bad  subsided. 

4th«^That  these  circumstances  enabled  General  Sch  uy 
ler,  to  concentrate  and  oppose  his  whole  continental  foree 
to  tlic  iniiiii  h()[]y  of  the  Cfu-iiiy  :  and 

5th.— riiat  the  friends  of  tlic  rcvoLilion  were  reani- 
mated and  excited  to  a  nianiy  resistance*  whilst  tlie  ad- 
herents of  the  royal  cause  were  intimidatcdy  and  sliritnk 
into  silence  and  inactivity,  anterior  to  tiie  arrival  of  Ge- 
neral Gales  to  take  the  command. 

FVom  these  premisrst  which  rest  on  incontrovertible 
facts,  it  may  fairly  he  deduced,  that  the  same  force  whi(  U 
enabled  Grencral  Gates  to 'subdue  tiie  British  army,  woulil 
have  produced  a  similar  cffl-ct  under  tlic  orders  of  Gene- 
ral Schuyler  J  since  the  operations  of  tl>c  campaign  did 
not  involve  a  single  instance  of  professional  skiilt  nnd 
the  triumph  of  the  American  arms  was  accomplished  by 
the  physical  force  and  valour  of  tlie  fiiHipSy  under  the 

PROTECTION  AND  DIRECTION  OF  TIIE  GoD  OF  BATTLES. 

For  die  justice  of  these  remarks,  I  have  no  hesitation  Ui 
appeal  to  his  excellency  Governor  Brooks  of  Massachu- 
setts, and  to  Henry  Dearborn,  esq.  late  major-general  in 
tiie  service  of  the  United  States*  n  ho  shared  the  |jtiils» 
perils  and  hardships  of  that  memorable  campaign. 

But  it  is  not  my  intention  by  these  observations  to 
derogate  from  the  merits  or  services  of  General  Gates, 
wliich  were  important  aud  conspicuous;  on  the  con- 
trary, it  is  my  opinion^  that  under  a  ciianj^c  of  cir- 
cumstancea^  the  same  causes  which  degraded  General 
^uyler*  would  have  sunk  General  Ciates  under  pop4i- 
lar  discontent  and  coigressloiial  anathemas;  and  in  such 
case^  all  the  consequences  would  have  been  reversed; 
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CHAP,  hut  I  fiball  ew  belim*  th«l  St  Clair  laid  the  feimda- 
^      Uofi  of  our  good  fortune  la  the  conveaCion  of  Sarafogai 

Cause  of  remarked  by  the  American  historiographerSt 

General  that  Gcfi.  Schuylei*  did  not  possess  popularity  in  the  New 
v!^"o*"*  England  states,  but  they  profess  their  i2:iioran(e  of  the 
poputari-  cause;  yet,  witli  due  deference,  I  tliink  it  may  l>e  traced 
to  certain  jealousies  which  had  subsisted  between  the  co« 
lonlea  of  New  York  and  New  England  rMpecting  terri- 
torial ItmitSy  anterior  to  the  revolutipny  wUdi  had  been 
strongly  excitedy  about  the  period  I  am  speaking  of,  by 
the  pretensions  of  the  Hampshire  grantees,  wlio  had  en- 
tered upon  :i  tr^ict  of  country  claimed  by  the  £:^i>vtriirneiit 
of  New  York,  and  which  was  subsequently  erected  into 
the  state  of  Vermont.*  The  rancour  of  civil  feuds  is  in* 
creased  by  the  approximation  of  the  parties,  and  the 
of  demarcation  being  defined,  individual  exceptions  < 
In  this  ease,  the  rontrovertists  were  distinguished  by  the 
desij^nation  of  Yankee  and  Yorker ;  somewhat  may  also 
be  ascribed  to  social  habits  and  man  ti  l  i  s  ;  tliose  of  New 
England  were,  at  that  period,  democratic  and  puritani- 
calt  whilst  in  New  York  they  were  courtly  and  aris- 
tocratic* 

The  national  conncib  were  no  longer  governed  by  tba 
harmony  of  1775  $  the  pressnre  of  common  dangers  bad 
ceased  to  operate  as  a  bond  of  union ;  local  prejudices 

had  crept  into  Congress,  and  that  honourable  body  had 
split  into  parties.  The  fact  is  strongly  illustrated  by  the 
following  extract  of  a  letter  from  that  respectable  cha- 
racter Colonel  Joseph  Trumbull,  commissary  general  of 
the  army,  and  son  qf  the  venerable  governor  of  Connec- 
ticut: <«/ikavc  fntllBdMs  eommittoryifciMirffliMl;  tkett" 
gulaUomi  wMeh  firm  Me  ground  m  which  I  have  qmtted^ 
were  Jormcd  by  tlit  junto,  1^  it  ktwivn  in  your  state  (^Mas- 

•  It  was  General  Gates's  policy  to  f;AVour  the  views  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Hampthire  grants,  which  made  him  popular  with  those 
people ;  and  I  liave  cauM  to  belMve  that  tbe  name  of  tho  atase  was 
daviaed  in  hii  qoartera  at  Ticonderoga  in  I77C^  ftom  tin  l^tia  dea^« 
nation  of  tfaecountiyi  Tiiidei  moatei. 
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suchusdts)  that  the  president  (^Hancock)  is  ivith  the  Forkers  CBAP. 
and  southern  basliaws ;  that  if  he  wants  ami  Ihim:^  mnvcdf  ^^.^^2^ 
his  brother  delegates  arc  not  applied  tn.but  thr  motion  comes 
from  DuanCt  or  SOIM  other  person  of  no  better  character ;  and 
thai  there  it  no  Aarmoiiy  Utwun  Aim  and  ku  bnihrenJ^^^ 

Tbe  *CoTigre88  most  have  been  conecions^  that  Tlcon-  cstraor. 
deroga  was  lost  by  their  own  ii^ect»  or  the  niisa|i|iliGa-  binary 
tloii  of  the  force  intended  for  its  defence;  yet  yidding  to  fil^of ' 
personal  prejudice,  and  the  popular  outcry  produccti  by  Coofitti. 
tlie  evacuation  of  that  post,  they  passed  the  following  in- 
temperate resolutions,  which  rendered  an  eraendator/ 
resolution  necessary*  and  but  for  the  admonition  of  Ge* 
neral  Wasbington,  would  have  atripped  the  northern 
army  of  neneral  oflkera  at  a  critlcii  atage  of  the  cam* 
paign. 

In  CMgn$9,  July  29th,  1777. 

Resolved*  That  an  inquiry  be  made  into  tho  reasons 
of  the  evacuation  of  Ticondcroga  and  Mount  IndepeU'* 
dence*  and  into  the  condnct  of  the  general  officers  who 
wens  in  the  northern  department  at  the  time  of  the  eva» 
cuation  $  that  acomnitlee  he  appointed  to  digest  and  re* 
port  the  mode  of  conducting  the  inquiry 

«  July  3(1. — Resolved,  That  Major-general  St.  Clair,  ' 
who  commanded  at  Ticonderoi^a  aiid  Mount  Indepen* 
dence,  forthwith  repair  to  head  quarters." 

««  Aug  1* — ^Resolved,  That  Migor-general  Schuyler  be 
directed  to  r^air  to  head  qnartes. 

«« That  General  Washli^^n  be  directed  to  order  such 
general  officer  as  he  shdi  think  proper,  immediately  to 
repair  to  the  northern  department,  to  relieve  Major-ge- 
neral Schuyler  in  his  command  there  j  Unit  Brigadier 
Poo^,  Brigadier  i*atferson,  and  ilrigadicr  Kuche  de  jfer» 
moyfVbe  directed  to  repair  to  head  quarters." 

**Jhtg»  3«— Resolved*  That  General  Washington  be  di- 
rected to  order  the  general  whom  he  shall  think  proper 
to  relieve  General^  Schiller  In  file  commandi  to  repair 

•  Gordeo.  ^ 

vox.  L  £  e 
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CHAP,  ^iih  all  possible  expedition  to  the  noKhem  department^ 
JIl^  giving  bin  dlreclioiis  what  mimber  of  the  militia  to  call 
from  the  states  of  New  Hampshlroy  MassachnsatlB  Bay^ 

Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  and  Pennsylrania* 
That  notice  be  iianieiiiatclv  sent  to  the  executive 
powers  of  the  sfiid  states,  and  that  they  be  carm stiy  re- 
quested to  get  the  uiilitia  iu  those  parts  of  their  respec- 
tive states  most  contigttoos  to  the  dejiartment,  ready,  to 
march,  at  a  momeatfa  warning;  and  to  send  with  all  poa- 
aible  expedition^  such  ^urts  of  tbem  as  the  general  com- 
manding in  the  northern  departn^ent  shall  require,  to 
serve  till  the  15th  November,  if  not  sooner  relieved  by 
the  continental  troops,  or  dismissed  by  the  commanding 
ofiica*  oi  tiie  department^  a94  entitled  to  the  continental 
pay  and  rations* 

«<  That  the  commanding  officer  in  the  northern  depart- 
ment have  diflcretbnary  power  to  make  requisitions  on 
the  states  aforesaid  lk<om  time  to  time,  for  such  additional 
numbers  o(  the  oiiiitia  to  serve  in  that  dcpartaieMt^  a3  be 
shall  judge  necessary  t'ur  the  public  service.'* 

«  Wliercas  it  is  represented  to  Congress,  that  General 
Washington  is  of  opinion,  that  the  immediate  recai  ail 
the  hrigadiers  from  the  northern  army  may  be  produc- 
tive of  incoiiTenieace  to  the  pahlto  asrrloe^ 

^Jktdhedf  That  the  order  of  Congress  of  thefiratday 
of  this  month,  respecting  the  said  hrigadiers,  be  suspend- 
ed, until  General  Washington  shall  judge  it  may  ht  car- 
ried into  effect  with  safety."  • 

But  General  Washington,  who  luew  where  the  fault 
lays  And  reposed  enthre  confidence  in  General  Schuyler* 
declined  ministering  in  the  iignstice  oibeed  to  that  oA- 
cer»  and  excused  bimsdf  firom  nominating  bis  successor; 

whereupon.  Congress,  by  special  resolution,  conferred 
the  command  upon  Mi^or-general  Gates,  and  alter  hold- 
ing Schuyler  and  St*  Clair  in  cruel  suspense  for  more 
than  a  yeai^  they  were'  pmutted  to  appear  before  age* 
n^al  court  martial^  which  pasted  tbe  following  eentences 
ofa<(quittel» 
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CBAP. 

<«  quaker  Hill,  Sept,  29///,  1778.  Tr 
•<  The  court  YiaTing  duly  considered  the  chare^es  against  Hnnnnrm- 
MAJOU-GENERAL  ST.  CLAIR,  and  the  evidence,  We  ac- 
are  unanimously  of  ofttBion,  that  he  is  NOT  GUILTY  ^^^^ 
of  either  of  the  charges  prefiHred  agtinat  hint  and  do  st.  cuir 

vmiDiiiHMMly  acquit  bimof  al  and  eveiyof  theniriththe  ^^^'^Ty 
HIGHEST  HONOUR.  let. 

M  B.  LINCOLN^  Major  Ben.  ^  Fre^.*^ 

«  (fmiker  IM,  Oct.  Sd,  1778. 
The  court  having  considered  the  charge  agaiast 
3T A.JOa.G£N£AAL  8CULYLER,  the  eTidence  and 
his  detoce»  aire  anaateoiisly  of  opinion  he  ia  not  goiltf 
of  any  neglect  of  duty,  in  not  being  at  Tkoaderogaf  as 
charged,  and  the  court  do  tiierefore  acquit  him  WITH 
THE  HIGHEST  HONOUR. 

«     LINCOLN,  Mijor  Ueiu  ^  Fre$H:* 

This  conduct  of  Congress  towards  two  such  respects-  conduct 
ble,  able  and  fiathlhl  osnranti  of  the  repdilic,  wad  con. 
sidered  most  mirighteoHSf  and  dfow  great  and  deserved 
odlom  on  Its  authors.— Bnt  when  compared  with  the  f''^'^'^'*^ 

*  the  con- 

cold  heal  ted  cruelty  of  President  Madison,  it  must  be  duct  of 

considered  the  lenity  of  justice.  I'he  confidential  sc-  ^^HSmJ* 
cret  reporters  introduced  by  Mr.  Madison  into  the  Ame- 
rican army,  originated  witli  TIBERIUS,  and  hare  been 
handed  down  to  postsrily,  by  the  tyrants  of  Europe;  bnt 
tiiat  the  govemment  of  the  United  States  should  hare  le« 
gallsed  soch  an  abominable  system  of  esphinage,  is  a  cir* 
cumstancc  of  national  de,^radation  and  reproach ;  that 
men  clothed  in  the  garb  of  honour,  should  be  employed 
and  paid  to  watch  over  and  pry  into  the  (  (juduct  of  their 
brethren  in  arms,  to  scrutinise  their  iufirmities,  and  ikcep 
records  of  ordinary  conTersations,  for  the  secret  informa- 
tion of  a  president  tf  the  United  States,  will  scarcely  be 
credited,  bnt  by  ftose  who  bare  seen  nnmbers  struck 
from  (he  rolls  of  the  army,  withont  charge  or  accusation, 
and  in  total  ignorance  oi  the  cau^^e  ui  ther  dUhonour  ^ 
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CHAP,  or  who  bftfo  ooen  tlio  maas  of  Ibul  accosatioii  preferred 

^*  against  ine  by  President  Madison  and  his  advisers,  with 
evei  y  alteration,  revision  and  addition  that  human  ma- 
lice, oi&cial  cunningy  and  legal  chicane  could  invent^ 
during  a  lapse  of  six  months,  and  even  up  to  the  tino 
I  appeared  a  priaoner  before  the  court 

This  power  to  dtograco  an  Anericaa  cttimif  without 
hearing*  ia  aa  repugnant  to  the  ^(  niua  of  our  gomn- 
ment,  as  it  is  ofll^nslve  to  the  ordinary  maxims  of  moral 
justice :  it  was  exercised  but  twice  anterior  to  Mr.  Ma- 
dison's accession  to  the  presidential  cliair;  once  by  Ge- 
neral WasbingtoOf  and  once  by  Mr.  Jefi'erson,  and  if  i 
have  been  correctly  informedy  with  much  reluctaoce  in 
i>oth  casea^  although  for  oflfencea  mMmuUf  tn/teout* 

For  the  aafety  of  the  conatitutron  and  the  honour  of  the 
army,  I  hope  the  day  ia  not  diatant,  when  a  virtuoua  and 
cnlis^htened  legislative  body  may  interpose  its  authority, 
to  abolish  this  odious  assumption  of  inrjiiisitorial  jiower, 
and  annul  the  vile  office  oi  conlideuUal  reporters*  or  iu 
other  words  of  aecret  Jamiimt  or  informen^  the  aaaaa- 
aioa  of  good  fame* 

At  the  period  when  tbo  maimers  of  the  Romana  were 
most  pure,  when  honour  and  virtue  formed  the  pil- 
lars of  the  republic,  the  Remmian  law  exacted,  that  a 
false  accuser  should  have  the  letter  K  branded  on  his 
forehead,  as  a  mark  of  infamy.  When  Esrhines  falsely 
accused  Cteaiphon,  he  waa  condemned  to  pay  five  thou, 
sand  drachmas;  but  in  our  republic*  at  tfiis  early  da^r, 
such  are  the  strides  of  corruption*  that  the  innocent  aro 
condemned*  and  the  accusers  are  either  rewarded  or  suf- 
fered to  escape  with  impunity — to  preserve  the  HAR- 
MONY OF  THE  CABINET,  and  promote  the  inte- 
mts  ol  XiiE  ttUJUUSG  i^ARTY.  0  tempora!  Omorcsl 
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CHAPTER  VL 

Oenerul  Gates  relieves  Qenereil  Schuyler  in  the  conhnand  of  CHAP. 
Ute  northern  army, — Rejkctions  on  the  treatment  expe- 
rienced by  General  SchiiyjUttK—Bu  Utter  to  Qemral 
WaMi^tQ/t^.^'^MiiHiral  Burgoffne^s  iMStruetiam  and  con* 
iuet  eonsidered^CondiUon  of  the  army  under  Oemnd 
gato>.--.ftiMwkgr>  under  •whkK'  he  resumed  the  com* 
mand^^GenmU  order  of  Jiugusi  ftOUh  l777-*£srfraor- 
dinartj  powers  vested  in  General  (ja(t;s  by  Congress,^ 
Extract  of  General  W(Lshuigton' a  Utter  to  Governor  Clin- 
ton,— Genenil  f Washington  to  Oeneral  Gates f  and  Ute  an- 
swer.— Colonel  Morgan  and  his  rifle  corps  reach  head  guar- 
tirs*^JheUir  Wood  arrtoes  with  a  letter  from  General 
Btirgoym  to  Qenertd  Gates,  emptamng  of  the  treattneni 
ef  wounded  prisoners, — Oeneral  Gates  retorts,  and  calls 
General  Buri^oifuc's  aUcntion  to  the  caac  oj  JIlss  JM^Crea. 
—Facts  reaped  I  n;^  her  death. — .^love^nent  of  the  Jlmeri- 
can  army, — Gemral  Gates  takes  possession  oj  Bthnius^s 
heigMs.^His  igneirance  of  the  position  of  the  enem^f^ . 
Cohnel  Wilkinson  detached  an  a  neomimseatiee^^-Jheer-^ 
tains  that  General  Burgoyne  was  advandng^Tkis  fad 
confirmed  hy  two  British  prisoners^^General  Burgoyne*$ 
moveiucut  from  Saratoga  to  Davocote,  where  he  halts  to 
reconnoitre  and  repair  bridges. — ^idvances  and  encamps 
on  tlie  Hudson*s  river. — Description  of  his  camp*-^ 
Mso  t/tat  of  General  Gates. — Intervening  ground  de^ 
ecribed^Furiher  movements  the  «iieiii3f.--dMdii  ooni* 
meneee^The  ryte  corps  drives  the  enemfs  pidset,  and 
faUetnwUhku  Une^donel  ffmnsan  visits  the  Jidd 
ef  battle,  and  meets  Colonel  Morgan»-^General  Gates  or^ 
ders  out  Reinforcements. — Mion  liecomes  gencraL^Corps 

■  prindpalhj  engaged. — The  engagement  accidental^^TJiC 
scene  of  action  described. — Loss  on  the  part  of  tlit  British 
artittery.^^'-General  Bargoigno^s  uoconnl  of  the  aeiiim^ 
M  general  officer  prssenl  in  the  fM  if  tettte  M  the 
evemg^''~Action  snstained  by  indtvidual  emmge 
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Man  miliiainf  skill — Death  of  Ensign  PhiUip$pa  nvuinid' 
U  friMMT^Mtfiei^ium  m  (Aal  event*— Jtetem  oJkSUd 
and  wmmded* — IM  cfUU  kmmff*^CoUmd  Bnwn*9  ene- 
eetgfHl  mUerprwe  agaHnst  the  enemy  near  T^eanden^. 

*^C<mduct  of  the  militia  under  Qentrdt  Stark, — »9rrivaJ 

of  a  British  deserter  In  formation  obtained frrm  him — 

Expected  attack^'^TIu  deserter^s  information  discnd'fcd^ 
hU  e^tenvards  proved  to  be  corrM — JIntcdoie  related  la 
Seneral  WUkumti  fty  Qtneral  FhUtips.-^Oentnd  JSnr- 
goifiU^$  coFmpondtnot  wiA  Sir  Iftniy  OKnIon**— Jteffio-i 
onKnarf  combbmUon  of  circvMelmiees  finmoMt  io  ffte 
American  arms. — Beneficial  effects  of  the  action  of  the 
19fA  Sept  Difference  between  General  Gates  and  Gene- 
ral .firnold. — General  order  if  the  22d  Srpf.  the  imnie- 
diate  cause  of  iL — Correspondence  between  tfum, — jfr^ 
nofd'e  etiftjejfneni  conduct.— General  lAncMs  arriral, 
and  appointmeiit  io  the  command  ofiht  ri^t  mnng. 


CRAP. 
VI. 


Gent  ral 

Gates 

relieves 

Gifiicral 


MAJoH-OEiTEftAL  Gatcs  Rlieved  Major-i^eneral 
Schuyler  in  the  command  of  the  northei  n  di  partmcnt* 
on  the  evening  of  the  19th  of  August,  precisely  iu  season 
to  i)i*oiit  by  the  reverse  of  fortune,  whicii  had  radically 
afieded  the  physical  force  of  the  advcrae  altaiies;  and  to 
acikuy kr.  ens^M  all  tlM  eclat  which  attended  the  auepldoua  change, 
I  loved  GalMt  hot  I  lo?ed  jnetice  better ;  and  my  heart 
Med  for  Bchnylerf  when  he  was  obliged  to  resign  the 
fruits  of  hia  labours,  and  sorrowfully  laid  down  his  com- 
mand. He  might  truly  have  exclaimed  "  sic  vos  nott 
vobisf*  Little  did  I  think  at  that  day,  that  the  hard  for- 
tone  of  this  gentleman,  would  ever  be  measured  out  to 
nyself ;  sad  deloaion!  for  my  life  has  eKhtbited  a  attcces* 
aion  of  mortificatidh  and  iijnriee :  yet  that  iUmigfaty 
Power  wliieh  eontroola  my  destiny,  has  been  pleaseil  to 
.  endow  me  with  resignation  and  tranquillity.  General 
Sclmyler's  sensibilities  are  strongly  depicted  in  a  letter 
to  General  Washington,  written  about  the  time  of  his  re- 
moval from  command.  It  is,*'  says  he,  matter  of  ex- 
treme chagrin  to  me  to  be  defrlred  of  the  commandy  at 
a  time  when  soon^  if  e?er,  we  shall  probably  be  enabkd 
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to  meet  tbe  eneioy;  when  we  arc  on  the  point  of  tnking  cuap. 
gi*ound  where  tliey  must  uttac  k  to  disadvantage,  ultould 
our  force  be  inadequate  to  iacing  them  in  tiic  fieldf  when 
an  oppcyrtuoi^  will  in  aM  probability  dccur*  ta  whicli  I 
might  evince  that  1  am  aot  what  Congress  kav«  toQ 
pUinl  J  insinaatedf  by  tbe  raolatioa  taking  the  command 
from  me/' 

It  is  ap]iarent,  from  General  Burgoyne'a  correspon-  G«ncnt 

dence  with  the  English  minister,  and  the  evidence  pro- poy^^'g 

duced  on  his  enquiry  bei\>re  the  House  of  Commons,  tliat  »n«tnM> 
•  riii  •«      !«•        I  »       tioni  and 

u  he  had  not  considered  hia  orders  imperative,  « to  form  conduct 
»  ja«ctioB  vitk  Sir  Wiltian  Howe,"    wvMJminMkfin  IX"^"^" 
a  safe  positieiif  within  reacb  el  his  aagaiiaeaat  Fort 
Geergoy  and  waited  eventp;  Imt  thi  yifwinylaiy  tenor  of 

his  orders  took  away  his  discretion:  he  therefore,  unap- 
palleU  by  the  misfortune  ol  Baumc,  or  the  discomfiture 
of  St.  Lc!2;er,  redoubled  his  activity  and  exertion  to  sur- 
mount the  almoat  insuperable  difficulties  of  deficient  trans- 
port* and  punned  bia  eourae  with  a  deciaion  and  perae- 
vcvance  worthy  a  better  canse^  and  a  more  fortunate 
issue.  Indeed  tlie  conduct  of  Bnrgoyne  on  this  oceasloiiy 
marked  the  soldier  regardless  of  personal  motives,  &lth- 
ful  to  liis  profcbsiou,  and  solely  intent  on  the  execution  ui 
his  instructions. 

The  army  of  General  Gates,  reanimated  by  success, 
by  returning  health  and  increasing  numbers,  was  foster* 
ed  by  Qeneral  Wa«biaigtiim»  and  invigorated  by  tbe  aea* 
bma  co^ipemllon  of  thafc  intnpid  eo1dler#  dlitlogolsbMl  ' 
statssman,  revered  patriot,  and  inflexible  repnUican,  Ge- 
neral George  Clinton,*"  who  had  been  lecently  elected 


"Sir, 

"  I  am  favoureil  with  yours  of  yesterday,  and  shall  not  fail  of  ex- 
erting evciy  nerve  if>  give  you  aU  the  aid  fromtlie  nalii.yk  gf  this  itate 
tUiil  can  possibly  ht  obtained.  By  my  Icter  to  ynu  of  the  15th  in- 
stant, coiiUiuliig  u,  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  received  iram  General 
Putnam,  you  will  observe  that  I  have  ordered  out  eleven  regtments 
of  Ud^  atotc^to  leinfbrce  hit  armjr,  •trcngthen  tBe  potts  ia  tbe  high- 
lands, ind  oppoM  th^  coemy  who  croMed  the  river  iato  New  Jeney. 


I 
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governor  of  the  state  of  New  York;  and  CongreBS  new 
exerted  every  means  within  the  compass  of  their  powsTf 
to  strengthen  his  rankst  and  give  elftct  to  his  authority. 

On  the  day  after  bis  arrival^  General  Grates  issued  the 
fuilowing 

.G£N£RAL  OiLDER. 

B.  4.  ran  8chakk'$  Island,  ^ng.  20t/i,  1777* 

«The  most  hononrable  the  Congress  of  the  Unitei 

States  have  been  pleased  to  appoint  Major-general  Ho* 
ratio  iiateii,  to  be  commander  iu  chief  of  tlie  army  in  tlie 


CHAP« 

V!. 


These  are  already  inarched  for  that  purpose ;  all  the  other  regimentt 

of  militia  in  this  state,  (Trjon  county  and  the  Scoharie  refj^imcnt  ex- 
cepted) are  ordered  immediately  to  join  your  army,  leavmi^  only  such 
small  gurirds  at  home,  as  shall  he  lu  cessary  lo  secure  the  peace  of 
the  country  against  internal  enemies. 

"  i  ami  Sir,  with  ^eat  regard, 

'*  Your  mu5t  obedient  servant* 

«  GEO.  CUNTOK. 
Mt  Buunt  Maj9r*getitrai  Qoie*!'  ^ 

-  Xinfttont  t$ik  Sfpi*  1777. 

"DfttSirt 

**  Abottt  twelfe  o*doek  this  4ay  I  teeeited  the  ineloicd  letter  horn 
General  Putntm  by  ezpresi*  In  consequence  of  the  intcUigeQce 
therein  contained,  I  have  ordered  eleven  regtmenta  of  the  militia  of 

this  state  to  march  immediately,  six  of  them  to  join  General  Put- 
nam's army  at  Peek's  kill,  two  to  strenj^jthen  the  garrison  of  Fort 
Montgomery,  and  three  to  join  General  M'Doiigal  at  Kauiapop;-!!.— • 
This  is  the  whole  of  Uie  militia,  as  far  north  on  both  sides  ot  the  river 
as  I'oug-hktepsie  inclusive.  1  did  noL  choose  to  extend  my  orders  tn 
those  further  noriiiwurd,  as  it  would  put  it  out  of  my  power  to  tflo/d 
you  that  succour  which  you  have  reason  to  expect  in  case  of  a  nuittur- 
tune  in  your  quarter.  I  hare  as  yet  received  no  further  accounts  of 
the  action  to  the  lottthwaol,  bat  what  it  contuned  in  the  iocloied  s 
toon  at  t  do  I  will  forward  them  to  you :  I  would  fafai  hope,  that 
in  its  contequencet  that  action  will  prove  more  frvourable  to  ut  than 
at  first  view  it  might  be  expected.  I  ioclote  you  thia  day*t  paper.  A 
line  from  you  when  a  letture  moment  ofliera*  will  he  at  all  thnea  very 
asrecable— 4}einc  with  very  great  res»rd  your  most  obedient  servant. 
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northern  department.  Major  Robert  Troup*  and  Major  CHAP. 
Jamos  Miles  Hugiics*  arc  appointed  aids-de^ainp  to  Ge-  ^* 
Aeral  Gates,  and  are  to  be  obeyed  ns  such. 

M  Tbe  General  wishea  the  coadiict  of  ail  the  officen 
under  his  eomnuuid  aaj  be  eueh  as  to  render  the  ezer* 
Umi  of  the  Ibllowing  rceotatUm  of  Congreas  entirety  «n- 
aeeeoNuy :  ho  is  oorrj  the  northern  army  shoald,  by  the 
conduct  of  any  individualSf  be  the  occaaion  of  such  powers 
betn^  put  into  his  hands ;  the  good  officer  will  always 
find  a  patron  in  the  General^  the  bad  one  must  expect 


In  Cangrm,  Jtig.  i4th,  177T* 

M  Mimtui^  That  the  oooinianding  officer  in  the  north- 
em  department  be  empowered,  for  the  term  of  four 
months  rn>m  the  date  of  tiiis  resolution,  to  suspend  olH-  * 
cers  under  his  command  for  mal-conduct,  and  to  appoint 
othera  In  their  rooMy  till  each  time  astbe  jrfeiiMfv  ofCmi^ 

pendedf  ami  that  he  npmi  to  C^ngrm  wih  a$  wmdi  4e- 
epoM  as  ponSUBf  Ike  urnmes  qf  iueh  oi  he  maif  mptndf 

with  tiie  caai^  of  their  suspension,"^ 

* 

*  Since  Judge  Troup  of  Uie  •tete  of  New  York. 

t  '•PkOaOelpkia,  Jtug^  14fA,  1777^ 

■'The  indoted  tesoho nhkhl  hawe  the  plessoie of  traatmittiiig, 
I  hope  will  fied  jo«  stftif  iiriffcd  it  tlM  heed  €f  the  afny  ia  the  de^ 
^Mtiecat  eoronittMd  to  yoer  eue. 

«*  Wmt  of  diidpliae  end  other  difordcrsv  too  ifit  to  prmil  in  aie^ 
tiestieip  vtmtt  h^^^  induced  Congrm  to  past  a  retolve,  empower* 
tog  you  to  reaedy  those  evili  m  far  as  possible,  and  ttiey  have  for 
this  purpose  authorised  you  for  the  limited  time  of  fuur  montht  to  sus« 
pcnd  any  offtccrs  for  misconduct;  not  doubting  that  before  the  expi- 
ration of  that  period,  you  will  be  sible  to  introduce  that  order  aiul 
subordinalion  so  necessary  in  a  military  line.  You  will  be  pleased  to 
forward  to  Congress  with  as  much  despatch  as  possible,  the  names 
of  those  you  tnay  suspend  with  the  reasons  of  their  suspension. 

''Tour  zeal  and  success  in  the  American  cause  have  hitherto  been 
to  dittiai^aisfaed,  that  it  !■  impossible  for  me  not  to  flmer  aiyaelf 

voIm  L  F  f 
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CHA1\       Uii  ilit;  ::isL  ilic  General  received  a  letter  ti'om  Govcr* 
mv  Clinton,  dateti  at  Albany  tlic  same  day,  in  which  he 
Eztnci  of        "  '  rpceivcd  a  letter  last  night  from  his  excellency 
Generni    General  Washingtriij,  dated  Gross  IUuul%  i6th  Augostf 
ton'Het^  in  which  tbofe  is  tlie  follawing  |Ninigrapb«   <  I  am  for- 
ter  to  Oo.  warding  as  fasl  as  posaibhv  to  join  th»  northeni  anny» 
ciinu!ii.    Colonel  Morgan*s  riflemen*  amounting  to  about  five  hmh 
dred  men.    These  are  well  chosen  men,  selected  Crom 
the  army  at  large,  well  acquainted  with  the  use  of  rifles, 
and  witli  that  mode  of  fij^liting  which  is  necessary  to 
make  theiu  a  good  coutttei^ise  to  the  ludiaos*  and  have 
distinguished  themselves  on  a  variety  of  occasions  since 
the  formation  of  the  corpSf  in  skirmisbeB  with  the  enemy. 
I  expect  the  most  eminent  servicce  from  them*  and  am 
mistaken  if  their  presence  does  not  go  far  towards  pro- 
ducing a  general  desertion  among  the  savai^cs.   I  should 
think  it  \\  ()ul(l  be  well,  even  before  their  arrival,  to  begin 
to  eiraUaic  Ulcsc  ideas  with  proper  einbeUishnicnts  through- 
mt  tht  country,  and  in  the  army^  and  to  take  pains  te 
commnnicate  them  to  the  enemy :  it  wonld  not  he  amiss* 
among  other  thingis*  to  magnify  wmben** 

This  letter  furnishes  strong  testimony  of  General 
Washington's  impartial  attention  to  the  interests  oi  the 
service,  and  his  M\u:ar(l  tu  the  generaJ  safety  of  the  coun- 
try; it  also  proves  iiis  deep  sagacity  and  the  soundness 
of  his  professional  judgment ;  and  the  following  corres- 
pondence will  more  fully  explain  the  liberal  views  and 
parental  vigilance  of  the  commander  in  chief*  and  the 
patriot  zeal  and  proper  feeling  by  which  General  Gates 
was  actuated  at  that  time. 

the  ezpeeution,  thai  we  »hall  ere  lon{^  have  the  moat  tgreeahle  ae- 
counts  from  the  department  where  yoa  command.  I  beg  you  will  be 
pleaaed  to  tranamit  every  important  intelligencet  as  eartj  aa  the  aitua- 
tion  of  BfTAtrA  will  admit.  All  such  resolves  as  relate  to  your  departs 
ment  shall  be  forwarded  without  delay.  At  present  I  ha?e  only  to 
Te^ueatyour  attention  to  that  herewiUi  trnnsmiitcd. 

"  1  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect, 

*•  Sir,  your  most  ob't  and  very  humble  senF*t. 
"  JOtlN  HANCOCK,  Frttkkm., 

"  U9tt.  Jilc^or^genercU  Gatet.** 
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CUAF. 

«  il.  ^.  Buck's  Countif,  Aug.  SOiA,  1777. 

««Sir, 

«  Bj  a  leller  from  Qenml  Sdioyler  of  the  13U1  iii- 
atanty  it  appetn  that  you  had  not  readied  Stillwater  at 
that  timef  aiiioe  which  I  have  not  had  any  accoants  ihun 
yoti,  but  expect  joa  had  arrived  there  aoon  after  that 

date. 

"  From  the  various  representations  made  to  ine,  of  the 
disadvantage  tlie  army  lay  under,  particularly  tlic  mili- 
tia, from  an  apprcliension  of  the  Indian  mode  of  fightingf 
I  have  despatched  Colonel  Morgan*  with  his  coqis  of 
riflement  to  your  aaslataBcef  and  expect  thcgr  will  beitfith 
yon  in  eight  di^  from  this  date.  This  corps  I  have 
great  dependence  on»  and  have  no  doubt  bat  they  will  be 
exceedingly  useful  to  you;  as  a  check  .qiven  to  the  savages, 
and  keppin^  them  within  proper  hounds,  will  prevent 
General  Burgoyne  from  getting  intelligence  as  lurinerly, 
and  animate  yonr  other  troops,  fhini  a  sense  of  their 
being  more  on  an  equality  with  the  enemy.  Colonels 
CoorUand's  and  Livingston's  regtmenets  are  also  on  their 
way  to  join  you,  and  mnst  of  course  be  with  yon  in  a 
vxi  v  few  days.  With  these  reinforcements  licsidi  s  the 
militia  under  General  Lincoln  (which  by  this  time  must  % 
be  pretty  considerahle),  I  atn  in  hopes  you  will  find 
yourself  at  least  equal  to  stop  the  progress  of  Mr.  Bur- 
goyne, and  by  cutting  off  his  supplies  of  provision,  dtc. 
to  render  his  sitnatkm  inellgifale. 

«  Since  the  enemy's  fleet  was  seen  off  SInipoxent?  the 
8th  instant,  we  have  no  accounts  from  them  which  can  be 
depended  on.  I  :uii  now  of  opinion  that  Cliarleston  is  the 
present  ohjcct  of  General  Howe's  attention,  thougli  iV>r 
what  suflicient  reason,  unless  he  exiiected  to  drag  tiiis 
army  after  him,  by  appearing  at  different  places,  and 
thenby  leave  the  conntry  open  to  General  -Clinton,  to 
march  out  and  endeavour  to  form  a  junction  with  Gene- 
ral fi  urgoyne,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  determine. 

General  Schuyler's  scntling  a  rciuforccmcut  to  loil 
Schuyler,  1  think  was  absolutely  necessary }  and  am  of 
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CHAP.  Opinion,  that  particular  attention  should  be  paid  to  the 
^'     inroads  leading  to  that  quarler»  aft  a  raoceaafol  stroke  of 
the  cneny  there,  night  be  a  means  of  enooongiiig  the 
whole  of  the  8lz  NaAiona  tio  suite  against  m 

•«  I  tfliy  air, 

€t  Tour  most  obedient  servant, 
Oa  WASHINGTON. 

"  Major-general  OaUs*** 


u BBtA  ^fmrtm,  Ji»g,9ai9 1777. 

«»Sir, 

«<  Upon  my  arrival  in  this  department,  I  fbond  the 
main  l)iuly  of  the  army  encamped  upon  Vain  Schaick'^ 
island,  which  is  made  by  the  sprouts  ot  the  Mohawk 
river  joining  with  Hudson^s  river,  nine  miisa  north  of  Al- 
bonj*  A  brigade  under  General  Foor  encsmped  st  Lou«- 
don's  ferrj,  on  the  sontb  tmnk  of  the  Mohawk  rifer,  live 
miles  Ihin  hence  $  a  brigade  ander  General  Lincoln  had 
joined  Gefieral  Stark  at  Bennington,  and  a  brigade  under 
General  Arnold  marched  the  15th  instant  to  join  the  mi- 
litia nt  rrjon  ( oiintv,  to  raise  the  siei^e  of  Fort  Stanwix. 
Upon  leaving  Fbiladelphia,  the  prospect  this  wajr  ap- 
peaved  very  gloomy  |  but  the  serere  checini  the  enemy 
have  met  with  at  Bennington  and  In  Tlfyon  county,  has 
given  a  more  pieaaing  view  to  paUlc  alhlia*  Particular 
accounts  of  the  signal  victory  gained  by  General  Stark, 
and^  tlic  severe  bh>w  General  Herkimer  gave  Sir  John 
Johnston  and  the  scalpers  under  his  command,  liave  been 
transmitted  to  your  excellency  by  General  Schuyler.  I 
anxiously  expect  the  arrival  of  an  express  from  General 
Arnold,  with  an  account  of  the  total  delMit  of  the  enemy 
in  that  quarter.  By  my  calculation  he  reached  Foit  Stan* 
wis  the  day  before  yesterday.  Colonel  Livingston  and 
Courtland's  regiments  arrived  yesterday,  and  immediate- 
ly joined  General  Pof)r's  division.  I  shall  also  order  Gc- 
iiernl  Arnold,  upon  his  return,  to  march  to  that  post  1 
cannot  sufficiently  thank  your  exceliency  for  sending  Co- 
lonel  Morgan's  corps  to  tliis  army :  they  wMl  he  oC  010 
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•  » 

greatest  gervire  to  it;  for  uatU  the  late  successes  tliU  CUAP. 
1  way,  I  am  told  the  army  were  quite  panic  struck  by  their 
IiidiaiiSf  and  their  tory  and  Canadian  assassins  in  Itwiiau  "^^^^^^ 
4raMB.  Horrible  iuieed  have  kmn  the  cruelties  they 
iiave  wantoiiljr  cmmUML  upon  Miqr  of  tbe  minerabla 
iDhafciteatBi  inw—ch  thai  aU  ii  now  fUr  for  Q«Mal 
Bnr^yne,  even  if  tie  bloody  holtlMt  he  liao  eo  terim- 
rously  used  should  find  its  way  into  his  own  head.  Go< 
▼emor  Clinton  will  be  here  to-day.  Upon  his  arrival,  I 
shall  consult  with  him  and  General  Lincoln  upon  tho 
beet  plan  to  dietressy  awl  i  hope  tinally  defeat*  the  eno* 
iny.  I  an  e9ify  to  be  neoeieitated  to  acqnaint  your  ex* 
Gelleocy  Npr  a^glaotfiiUy  your  otdera  bawbeen  aiecnted 
at  Spiingiieid'  *-fewr  of  (be  mflitia  demanded  are  yet  ar« 
rived)  but  I  hear  of  great  numbers  upon  the  march.  Your 
excellency's  advice  in  i*egard  to  Morgan's  corjis,  &c.  &c. 
shall  be  carefully  observed.  My  scouts  and  spies  inform 
me,  that  the  enemy's  head  quarters  and  main  body  are 
at  Saratoga^  and  that  they  have  lately  been  repairing  the 
bridgea  between  that  ,  place  and  StUlwater.  As  eoon  aa 
time  and  cIrcnmstanGes  will  admitt  I  aball  send  yoar  es* 
ccllency  a  general  return  of  this  army. 

*<  I  am  Sir, 
Your  excellency's  most  «bH  humble  serv'l, 
HORATIO  GAT£S.^' 

Bis  SxedUncy  Gau  WoMMnfflon/^ 

Colonel  Morgan  anited  at  bead  qnarten  on  the  Sdd,  CeihnA 
and  his  corps  got  up  in  a  few  days,  many  of  the  officers  ^Jj^'g 
and  men  havini^  sickened,  in  consequence  of  tlie  clmn^  rifle  corps 
of  dimate,  or  tho  effects  of  the  march.   As  whatever  re-  t^^ad 
latee  to  a  corps  of  such  celebrity  may  be  interesting,  1  quuten. 
baTO  sabjoined  a  copy  of  the  first  retam  [Cj  received  from 
Colonel  Moiganf  who  nnderstood  the  nue  de  guem  and 
bard  ilgfatingf  much  better  than  he  did  military  details  or 
tactical  evolutions :  his  second  and  thii'd  officers,  Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Richard  Butler**  of  Fennsyl?amay  and 

•  KiUed  m  UtUe,  Nor.itb,  1791. 
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CHAP.  Major  Morris*  of  the  Jerseys,  wei'e  Uut  little  inferior  1<» 
him  in  courage  and  conduct.  To  increase  the  weight 
^^"^'''^  and  effect  of  this  corps,  whicli  formed  the  elite  of  the 
mnjf  two  hundred  and  ftftj  bayonets  were  added  to  it^ 
in  the  hands  of  vigorous  yonni^  men  selected  thnn  the 
line  with  great  caotion»  and  placed  under  the  immediate 
charge  of  Major  H.  Dearbom*t  who  bad  traversed  the 
tvildemess  with  Arnold,  and  been  a  fellow  prisoner  of 
Morgan  in  Quebec;  and  a  moi*e  vigilant  or  determined 
soldier  nrvor  wore  a  sword. 

General  Gates  kept  up  a  force  in  Vcmonty  under  the 
direction  of  General  Lincoln,  to  hang  on  the  left  and 
rear  of  tlie  enemy»  to  watch  liis  motions^  take  advantage 
of  anj  opening  he  might  makCf  and  keep  him  in  check; 
but  all  the  measures  of  General  Bargoyne  were  now 
taken  with  such  sound  precautions,  as  to  baf&e  the  enter- 
prize  of  our  partiziuis :  in  tfie  mean  time,  every  means 
were  employed  to  cloUie  and  arm  the  American  troops,  , 
and  by  a  rigid  police,  daily  drills*  and  exact  inspeciionsy 
to  prepare  and  c<|uip  them  for  the  most  efficient  action. 
But  during  this  period*  tlie  General  remained  in  igno- 
ranee  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy*  and  knew  not  wlie- 
Gencral  ther  they  liad  crossed  the  Hudson's  river  or  not  Pending 
Burgoyne  ^j,jg  suspcusr,  a  Doctor  Wood,  surceon  to  Generiil  liur- 
ofUie  goyne's  liospitals,  visited  General  Gales  with  a  letter 
oTuritSh  ^'^^  General  Burgoyne,  i-eiativc  to  the  wounded  prison- 
pritcmert.  crs  taken  near  Bennington,  of  whose  treatment  he  com- 
plained*  General  Gates  seised  the  occasion  to  retort 
upon  Buiigoyne*  the  cruelties  exercised  by  the  savages 
under  liis  orders*  and  with  his  encouragement;  and  call- 
ing his  particular  attention  to  the  fate  of  a  young  lady, 
a  Miss  M*Crea,  be  e  loose  to  his  imagination,  and  in 
glowing  language,  j)airited  the  tragic  scene  in  such  co- 
lours, as  could  but  excite  the  sympathy*  and  i*ouse  the 
indignation  of  the  country:  and  on  this  ground  and  with 
these  motives  only^  was  the  murder  of  the  unfortunate 

*  MoHally  wounded  near  "White  Marsh,  io  a  tevere  akirmiBh  with 
the  elUe  of  Sir  WiUiam  Howe*a  arlny,  December  6tb,  1778. 
t  Late  a  pajor-general. 
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girl  Kcorded  in  such  sympathetic  ftraim ;  Ibr  was  the  chap. 

melancholy  inciiltnt  blripped  of  its  high  coiourinj^,  it  ^ 
might  be  thus  related  : — Miss  Jenny  M*Crea,  a  country  gtory  of 
girl,  of  an  honest  t'aratly  in  circumstances  of  mediocrity^  Miss 
without  either  heauty  or  accomjdishmentSy  when  the  Amc-  ^'^'^^ 
rican  amy  retmted  freni  Fort  B4wiurd  tha  sad  of  Jnlj* 
had  the  indiaciwtbo  to  remain  behind  lt»  and  thus  Tolan- 
tarily  pat  herself  in  the  power  of  the  enemy.  The  In- 
dians entered  immediately,  after  we  retired  finm  tlie 
place  and  made  her  prisoner;  and  as  tlie  i»arLy  returned 
towards  General  Bure^oync's  camp,  it  has  been  repre- 
sented to  me»  they  baited  at  a  spring  near  Uie  side  of  the 
jroady  where  a  controversy  aroae  as  to  the  right  of  pro- 
perty in  the  peraon  of  the  captive*  To  put  an  end  to  the 
diapotet  a  mma/tev  toowhawked  her»  and  thoa  she  feO  a 
victim  to  the  feracioos  brutality  of  the  Indians.  Her  vo- 
luntary stay  after  our  troops  had  departed,  may  be  as- 
cribed with  as  much  justice  to  ij^norance  as  to  Jmy  other 
rause;  for  it  cannut  be  ppesuiiied  she  could  anticipate^ 
that  she  would  have  to  encounter  a  band  of  rutidcss  bar- 
barians. Such  exposition  would  not  accoi*d  either  with 
the  timidity  or  delicacy  of  her -sex ;  hut  it  haa  been  said 
that  a  personal  attachment  induced  her  to  reipain  behind^ 
and  that  ahe  died  for  love;  therefore  her  nHimory  should 
he  honoured  and  embalmed  in  the  bosom  of  sensibility. 
Yet  it  was  not  until  after  her  deatli,  that  we  heard  stie 
had  remained  at  Fort  Edward,  in  consequence  of  her  at- 
tachment to  a  refugee^  who  had  joined  the  British  stan- 
dard* Her  character  was  unexceptionablet  and  she  had 
a  cousin  or  brother*  who  was  I  tliink  a  umgiMa*B  mate 
of  the  American  hospital. 

After  General  Gates  bad  written  his  letter  to  Bur* 
goyne,  he  called  General  Lincoln  and  myself  into  his 
apartment^  rend  it  to  us,  and  requested  our  opinions  of  it, 
which  wc  declined  giving;  but  being  pressed  by  him,  with 
diffidence  we  concurred  in  judgment,  that  he  liad  been 
too  personal ;  to  which  the  old  gentleman  replied  with 
characteristic  bluntnesSf  «(By  G^!  I  don't  believe 
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CHAP,  either  of  7i>«  en  flmid  it  f  and  thus  Che  coMiltalte 

terminated. 

Movement    ^^^^  Amci  ic  iin  TLTmy,  about  six  thousand  stron.^,  be,i^an 
ihe      to  retrace  its  steps  towards  the  enemy,  on  the  8th  of  Sep- 
American  ^„ j  i^ached  Stillwater  the  next  day»  The  marck 


mniif. 


was  made  in'  good  oiiler»  and  character  of  tbe  corps 
seemed  renovated;  courage  and  confidence  having  taken 
fdace  of  timidity  and  distrust*  The  gronnd  at  this  place 

was  again  examined*  a  line  for  entrenchments  traced,  a 
fatigue  of  1000  men  put  to  work  under  Colonel  Koscius- 
ko, and  the  following  onlcr  was  itisued  on  the  10th.— . 
«  Whether  it  may  bo  immediately  necessary  to  engage 
the  enemy  on  this  gronndf  or  push  tiiem  into  Canada^ 
the  General  has  the  finnest  opinhrfl  that  hotli  oiBcers  ani 
soldiers  will  be  ready,  at  a  momentfs  nottoe»  ts  esecots 
his  commands.*'  But  in  the  progress  of  the  work  it 
was  discovered,  that  the  low  grounds  were  too  exten- 
sive to  permit  the  occupancy  of  tlie  heights  on  mir 
left,  without  weakening  our  centre,  and  that  by  adopt- 
ing the  altcrnativey  we  should  he  exposed  either  to  he 
Ibrced  or  flanked :  the  position  was  therefore  condemn- 
ed as  untenable*  before  a  diflbrent  one  had  been  se- 
lected. It  happened  that  I  had»  on  the  retreat  of  the 
army,  taken  notice  of  a  narrow  defile,  two  or  three  miles 
in  our  front,  formed  by  a  spur  of  the  hills,  jutting  out 
close  to  the  river.  I  corn lu unit ated  Uie  circumstance  to 
tho  General*  and  tiie  ground  was  reconnoitred  and  ap- 
proved ;  and  on  the  I2th  the  army  took  possession  oC 
[  Behmu8*8  heightiy  destined  to  become  the  theatre  of  those 
hard  fought  actions*  which  were  to  decide  the  fats  of  thO', 
campaign. 

The  General  had  rcreivcd  no  information  of  the  situa- 
tion of  the  enemy,  subsequent  to  the  visit  of  Doctor 
Wood,  at  which  tinie  Burgoyne  occupied  Duer's  house, 
at  old  Fort  Miller,  his  elite  at  Batten-kiln,  opposite 
to  Saratoga;  in  fact*  he  knew  not  whether  they  were 
advancing*  r^reatlng*  or  stationary.  This  circumstance 
was  embarrassing:  parties  of  the  riflemen  had  been 
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tried ;  M  being  stnnfen  to  Um  tmpogrt^skj  of  Uia  chaf. 
coontry*  tbej  wera  at  a  loss  for  direction*  and  made  no 
discovery.  Having  passed  fVeqaently  between  Fort  Ed* 

ward  and  Albany,  and  paid  strict  attention  to  the  locali- 
ties of  the  route,  1  believed  that  I  could  conduit  a  recon- 
noitrirj.i^  party  with  effect,  and  proposed  it  to  iUc  Gene- 
ral, who  appi*ovcd  my  purpose,  and  accordingly  ailcL* 
nil^t-fall  the  same  dl^yi  marched  with  1^  infantry  and 
twenty  select  riflemett»  under  tbat  incomparable  subal- 
tern Lientenant  Jobn  Hardin** 

Under  cover  of  a  dark  nighty  I  advanced  directly  for 
Saratoga,  and  a  little  before  day  break  I  readied  the  sum- 
iiuL  ol  a  lofty  height,  about  2  miles  tVom  that  place,  called 
Davocote.  Durin,^  a  momentury  pause  to  take  brcatli,  I 
heard  the  ^f^t^ra^  beat  some  distance  in  my  front,  wliich 
indicated  a  military  movement;  i  tborefore  halted,  and 
having  formed  my  party  in  a  wood  on  tbe  flanks  of  tlie 
road,  detached  Lieutenant  Hai*din  with  his  riflemen  to 
my  riglit,  by  the  low  gronnds  on  the  side  of  the  river  to 
make  observations,  and  with  an  olliccr  and  three  men  I 
proceeded  under  cover  of  the  wood  on  the  heights,  to  the 
rigiit  bank  of  the  Fiab-kill  (or  creek)  in  the  vicinity  of 
Saratoga  church,  it  was  now  broad  day  light;  I  posted 
my  men»  to  keep  a  look  out  towards  tbe  road  on  my 
righty  and  advancing  cautiously,  1  discovered  within 
three  hundred  yards  of  me  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the 
creek,  a  body  of  men  drawn  up  under  arms.  At  this  mo-  ^ 
me  tit  I  heard  the  march  beat,  and  casting  my  eyes  to- 
wards the  river,  I  perceived  a  column  of  the  enemy  de- 
scending fitim  the  heights  below  liatten-kiil.  These 
observations  satisfied  me  General  Burgoyne  was  ad. 
vancing,  and  i  rejoined  my  scoutf  who  informed  me 
that  two  of  the  enemy's  infantry  were  robbing  a  gar- 

*  Afterwards  General  Hardin  of  Kentucky,  an  excellent  officer 
and  moat  valuable  citizen,  who  having  encountered  a  thousand  dan- 
fert  in  tbe  aerrice  of  his  eoontry,  was  treacheroualy  murdered  in 
1791,  by  a  parry  of  Indians,  as  he  approached  Sanduaky  with  a  flag  of 
truce  ntul  a  talk  from  General  Washington.  A  braver  soldier  never 
hvcd— a  better  man  has  rarely  died, 
voib.  1.  G  g 
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CHAP,  ilea  under  the  Iiiil.  We  immediately  made  these  men 
prisoners,  and  marched  ba(k  with  them  to  the  detach- 
ment  at  the  heights,  of  Davocote^  where  1  found  liar- 
din  i;\ho  had  made  no  discofery^  and  we  retoraed  to 
camp  about  noon. 

By  these  prisoners*  General  Gkites  waa  informed  of 
General  Burgoyne^s  tntentioBS :  tbatchiefy  after  immense 
labour  and  unavoidable  delays,  had  at  length  brought  for- 
ward from  Lake  George  to  the  Hudson's  river  his  baggage, 
artillery^  military  stores,  and  a  month's  provisions,  with 
a  sufficiency  of  live  stock  and  land  and  water  transport^ 
to  move  tlie  wbok;  and  thus  equipped,  he  concentrated 
his  force»  abandoned  the  communication  with  the  lake8» 
which  his  numbers  could  not  .sustaiUf  and  crassed  the 
mer  j  to  prosecute  his  march  to  Albany,  agreeably  to  his 
instructions.  Our  labours  on  tlie  lortifications  of  our 
ramp  wci'c  redoubled,  in  conseqiience  of  this  advice,  and 
calls  for  militia  were  transmitted  to  all  quarters;  the 
greater  number  of  Genei*al  Burgoyne's  Indians  had  long 
iwfore  deserted  himy  and  the  few  who  remained  had  lost 
their  spirit  of  enterprise :  thik  circumstance  gave  our 
riflemen  so  decided  a  superiority^  that  on  his  approach 
he  could  not  make  a  luotion  without  our  knowledge,  noi 
peep  beyond  his  guards  with  safety.  The  condition  of 
the  twa  armies  was  piHJcisely  i*eversed;  and  the  Ameri- 
cans now  enjoyed,  in  the  rifle  corpst  all  the  advantages 
which  the  enemy  bad  derived  (torn  a  cloud  of  barimrians 
at  the  opening  of  the  csmpaign. 

*  Extract  of  a  Utter  frm  Qemergi  Gam  l»  GmunU  Umthh  4aUd 
Mtmu^t  Bsifhit,  Sfpt.  iSlft,  1777, 

*•  This  mornin;^  Colonel  Wilkinson  brought  me  in  three  prisoners, 
soldiers  of  ihc  20lh  regiment;  he  took  thtm  within  a  ixntM  distance 
ot  General  Srhuyler^a  house :  thry  declare  Cieneral  Bmgoyne  u'as  to 
march  this  morning  towards  Stillwater.  This  intelligence  is  further 
confirmed  by  two  men  laicly  come  from  the  enemy's  camp:  they  are 
alio  all  in  one  ttory  with  regard  to  General  Burgoyne^  havio;  col- 
lected hift  whole  Ibree  at  and  near  Saratoga. 

t  See  bif  letter  to  Lord  Qcorgt  Germain^  dated  AlbiM)y«  Oct.  20tb, 

1777. 
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General  Burgoync  crossed  the  Hudson's  river  the  ISUi  CRAP, 
and  lAtli  of  Scptt  iiiljcr.  ;ui(l  advanced  with  great  circum-  ^  J^]^ 
spection  on  the  15th  Iruiu  Saratoga  to  Davocotis  where 
lie  lifUtod  to  repair  bridges  in  his  front.   The  I6tli  was  Bur^ 
cmplojfd  OB  Vbii  labiHir«  and  in  reconnoitring:  on  tlw  ^^^ent 
170k  he  advanced  a  mile  or  two,  resnmed  his  march  on  Sa- 
(the  iStht  and  General  AmeM  was  detached  by  General  C^tomi^. 
.  Gates,  with  1500  men,  to  harass  him;  but  after  a  Uj^ht 
skirmish,  ho  returned  without  loss  or  eftertini^  any  tiling 
ni^orey  tlian  picking  up  a  few  straggler  :  and  the  enemy  D  scrip 
moved  forward  and  encamped  in  two  lines^  about  two  °^^i* 
miles  from  General  Gates;  his  left  on  the  riTorf  an4  his 
right  estending  at  right  angles  to  it»  acroiB  the  low 
groands  abont  sis  hundred  yards  to  a  range  of  stee]>  and 
lofty  heights  occupied  by  his  elite,  having  a  creek  or 
gwlky  in  hi.H  front,  made  by  a  rivulet  w  ITk  h  issued  from 
a  great  ravine*  formed  by  the  Iiills  wliic  li  ran  in  a  direc- 
tion nearly  parallel  to  the  river^  aatU  Within  half  a  mile 
of  the  American  camp. 

General  Gates's  rlf^t  oocnpied  the  brow  of  the  bill  Oneiip. 
near  the  river*  with  which  it  wss  connected  by  a  deep 
intrenchraent ;  his  camp,  in  the  form  of  a  segment  of  a  ff^** 
great  circle,  the  convex  towards  the  enemy,  extended 
rather  obliqnHy  in  Uis  rear,  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile 
to  a  knoll  occupied  by  liis  left  ^  his  front  was  covei'ed 
from  the  right  to  the  left  of  the  centre,  by  a  sharp  ravine 
ninnlag  parallel  with  his  line  and  closely  wooded:  from 
thence  to  the  InoU  at  his  extreme  Ieft»  the  ground  was 
level  and  hsd  been  partially  deared*  some  of  tlie  trees 
being  felled  axid  others  girdled,  beyond  which  in  front  of 
las  left  flank,  and  extending  to  the  enemy's  right,  there 


.1011 


were  several  small  fields  in  very  imperl'ect  tuitivat 
tlie  surface  broken  and  obstructed  with  stumps  and  faUen 
,timber»  and  tlie  whole  bounded  on  the  west  by  a  steep 
eminence.  The  extremities  of  this  camp  were  defended 
hj  strong  batterieSf  and  the  interval  was  strengthened 
by  a  breastwork  without  intrenchments,  constructed  of 
the  bodies  of  felled  trees,  logs  and  rails,  with  an  addi- 

t^ouai  battery  at  aa  opening  left  ojf  the  centre.  The  right 
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CHAP,  was  almost  impracticabte ;  the  left  difficult  of  approach. 
I  describe  the  derences  oC  this  position  as  they  appeared 
about  the  4th  of  October* 

The  iiitprmedlate  space  between  the  adverse  armies  on 
the  low  grounds  of  the  river  was  open  and  in  cultivation; 
the  high  land  was  clothed  in  its  native  woods,  with  the 
exception  oi'  three  or  four  small,  newly  opened  jukI  de- 
serted farms,  separated  by  intervals  of  woodland,  aiul  bor- 
dering on  the  flanks  uf  the  two  armies,  most  remote  Iram 
the  riveri  the  principal  of  these  w  as  an  oblong  field»belong- 
in$  to  a  person  of  the  name  of  Freeman ;  there  was  also# 
exclusive  of  the  ravines  fronting  the  respective  camps,  a 
third  ravine,  about  mid-way  between  them,  running  at 
right  angles  to  the  river.  1  he  intervening  forest  render- 
ed it  utterly  impracticabic  to  obtain  a  front  view  of  the 
Americ  an  position,  or  any  part  of  the  British  except  its 
left  near  the  ri\er.  On  the  1 8th  laeutenant-colonel  Col- 
bum,  of  the  New  Hampshire  line,  was  detached  to  the 
east  side  of  the  river  with  a  light  party  to  observe  the 
movements  of  the  enemy,  by  climbing  forest  trees  or 
other  practicable  meaiis,  with  oidcrs  to  report  such  ob- 
servations as  jie  might  consider  wortliy  of  noticr. 

About  8  o'clock  on  t)iu  uiorniug  uf  the  19th  Srptcm- 
rf^tlS"*"*  ber,  1  received  information  from  Colonel  Colbum,  that 
the  enemy  had  struck  the  chief  part  of  their  tents  on  the 
plain  near  the  river,  had  crossed  the  guUey  at  the  gorge 
of  the  great  ravine,  and  were  ascending  the  heights  in  a 
direction  towards  our  left.  On  making  this  communica! 
tion  to  the  General,  he  immediately  ordered  Colonel 
Morja^an  to  advance  with  his  corps,  who  was  instructed, 
«h(H)l(l  he  find  the  enemy  approaching,  to  hang  on  their 
front  and  flanks,  to  retard  their  march,  and  cripple  them 
as  much  as  possible* 

About  half  after  twelve  o'clock,  a  report  of  small> 
arms  announced  Morgan's  corps  to  be  engaged  in  front 
of  our  left;  the  General  with  his  suite  was  at  this  time 
examining  the  battery  which  had  been  commenced  on  our 
left:  I  asked  leave  to  repair  lu  the  scene  of  action,  hut 
was  refused  with  this  observationi  t*it  is  your  duty^  Sir^ 
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to  wait  my  orders.''  This  firing  was  of  fl^rt  duntion,  chap, 
but  was  won  recomnenced  with  redoubled  vivacity :  I  ^i-  ' 
then  made  an  excnse  to  visit  the  picket  on  the  left  for  in-  ^-^^^^ 

tcliigence,  ])ijt  spurs  to  my  liorsc,  and  directed  by  the 
sound,  liad  rut  (red  the  wood  about  an  hundred  rods»  when 
the  iire  suddenly  ceased:  I  however  pursued  nijrcooj<8e» 
and  the  first  officer  I  fell  in  with  was  Major  Deari)om» 
who»  with  great  animation  and  not  a  little  warmth,  was 
Arming  thirty  or  forty  file  of  his  infkntry :  I  exchanged 
a  few  words  with  him,  passed  on  and  met  Major  Mor- 
ris alone,  who  was  never  so  sprightly  as  under  a  hot 
fire;  from  him  I  learnt  that  the  rorj)s  was  advancing  by 
files  in  two  lines,  when  tliey  unexpectedly  fell  upon  a 
picket  of  the  enemy,  which  they  almost  instantly  forced* 
and  pursuing  the  fugitives,  their  front  had  as  unexpect* 
cdly  faUen  in  with  the  British  line;  that  several  officers 
and  men  had  been  made  prisoners,  and  that  to  save  liim- 
self,  he  had  been  obliged  to  i)usli  his  horse  through  the 
ranks  of  tljc  enemy,  and  esrapod  hy  a  circuitous  route. 
To  shew  me  where  the  action  commenced,  he  leaped  a 
fence  into  the  abandoned  field  of  Freeman,  cholced  up 
with  weeds,  and  led  me  to  the  cabin  which  bad  been  oc- 
cupied by  the  British  picket,  but  was  then  almost  encir- 
cled with  dead  ;  he  then  cautioned  me  to  keep  a  look  out 
for  the  enemy,  who  he  observed  could  not  be  far  from 
tis;  and  as  I  never  admired  exposition  from  which  nei- 
ther advantage  nor  honour  could  be  derived,  1  crossed 
tlie  angle  of  the  field,  leapt  the  fence,  and  just  before  me 
on  a  ridge  discovered  Lieutenant-colonel  Butler  with 
three  men,  all  tnedg  from  him  I  learnt  that  they  had 
^caught  a  Scotch  prize,'*  that  having  forced  the  picket, 
they  had  closed  with  the  British  line,  had  been  instantly 
routed,  and  from  the  suddenness  of  the  shock  and  the  na- 
ture of  the  ground,  were  broken  and  scattered  in  all  di- 
rections ;  he  repeated  Morris's  caution  to  mc,  and  re- 
marked that  the  enemy's  sharpshooters  were  on  the  op- 
posite side  of  the  ravine,  and  that  being  on  horseback,  I 
should  attract  a  shot.  We  changed  our  posiUon,  and  the 
Colonel  inquired  what  were  Morgan's  orders,  and  in- 


ijiyiiizeQ  by  GoOglc 


ttB 


lIEMOmS  BY 


CHAP.  IbniMd  mr t|Miit  ke  iMid  Men  a  beavjr  cQl«mn  aunring  tep^ 
wards  our  left.  I  then  turned  about  to  regain  tbe  camp, 
^^^^  and  report  to  tbe  General^  when  my  ears  were  salatod 

hj  an  uncommon  noise^  whicli  1  approached,  and  i)er- 
ceived  Colonel  Morgan  attended  by  two  men  only,  who 
with  a  turkey  calif*  was  collecting  his  dispersed  ti'oops. 
Tbe  moment  I  cane  up  to  him,  be  burst  into  tears,  and 
exdaimedff  ^  |  an  ruined,  by  G— d !  M^or  Morris  nm 
OD  so  nq^dly  witb  tbe  lront»  that  tbej  were  beaten  be* 
fore  I  could  get  up  witb  the  rear^f  and  my  mw  ar^ 
scnttered  God  knows  where/'  I  remarked  to  the  Colonel 
that  ho  had  a  long  day  before  him  to  retrieve  an  inaus- 
picious beginning,  and  informed  him  where  I  had  seen 
bis  6eld  officers,  which  appeared  to  cheer  him,  and  we 
parted. 

Having  reported  to  the  General*  he  ordered  out  Ctl- 
ley's  and  Scannd's  reginents,  of  New  Hanpsbire,  to 
narcb  and  fall  In  on  tbe  left  of  Morgan,  for  which  pur- 
pose I  gave  tlicm  the  best  direction  my  ohservation  on 
the  ground  enabled  me  to  do.  Tliese  reufimcnts  advanced 
through  the  woods,  took  ground  on  tiie  ictt  ul'  Morgan, 
and  the  action  was  renewed  about  one  o'clock,  and  ^ 
was  supported  witb  spirit,  though  subject  to  occasional 
pauses,  as  .the  troops  on  ekher  side  advanced,  retired. 


*  An  instniaieiit  made  for  dtt^tng  the  wild  turkey., 
f  It  wu  the  innriaUe  nle  of  Cokmol  Moi^n  when  marehing  to 
actum,  to  bring  up  the  rear  of  bia  corpa.  Aa  Ibia  mode  was  aii^lar, 
I  took  oecasion  to  enquire  into  hia  motives*  and  he  answered  mo 
briefiy,  they  were  "to  see  Uiat  every  man  did  his  duty,  and  that 
^^owardft  did  not  behind,  whilst  brave  men  were  fighting/'  Very 
different  was  the  funeral  conduct  of  Mons.  Greder,  who  for  man|' 
years  commanded  -Nfarsba!  Saxe*s  French  regiment  tf  infantry.  "It 
wusliis  rule  (says  the  marshal)  to  receive  tlie  iitt:  of  the  enemy,  and 
sword  m  hand,  to  charge  at  the  head  of  his  coloins,  calling  on  lila 
men  to  follow  him  '  The  first  case  supposes  the  men  advancing  in 
quest  of  an  cncaiy,  tlie  laat  that  they  are  formed  to  make  or  receive 
the  attack.  Greder'a  manner  was  the  most  brilliant,  Morgan's  cer- 
tainly the  swat  jtidictoiia.  Except  in  caaea  of  extraordinary  prea- 
avre»  It  ia  tbe  duty  of  tbe  aubocdinate  to  leAd,  and  the  auperior  to 
difeeta  oxtiaotdinaiy  eiaci  akne  aotbofite  a  departure*  and  the  Jti» 
diciovf  oJEcer  vlU  tlwi^  anil  hisiaetf  of  it^-no  rvkcw  teach  it 
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and  shifted  their  ][^mund.  Halcs's  regriment  of  New  CHAP. 
Hampshire,  Vao  Courtland's  and  Henry  LivingstoD*s  of  ^JJILj 
New  York»  ind  Cook's  and  Latimer's  of  the  Connecta* 
cat  militia,  were  sacoeaaiveij  led  to  tlie  ileldf  witli  or* 
ders  to  extend  to  the  left»  and  aapport  those  points  of  the 
action,  where  they  perceived  the  greatest  pressure ;  our 
right  being  secureii  by  thickets  and  ravineg.  About  three 
o'clock  the  action  became  s^cni'ral ;  and  from  that  period 
until  night  lali,  the  lire  ol  the  musketry  was  incessant  | 
the  enemy  brought  four  field  pieces  into  the  engagement^ 
bat  on  oitr  side  the  gronnd  was  Impracticable  to  artiUery. 
Towards  evening  General  Leamed^s  whole  brigade  was 
ordered  out,  consisting  of  Bailey'Sf  Weston^i^  and  Jack- 
son's  regiments,  of  Massachusetts,  and  James  Living-  • 
&t(jij's  of  New  York,  tot^ether  witii  Marshall's  regiment 
iii  Patterson's  brigade  and  the  Massachusetts  line.  These 
troops  got  into  action  witii  a  part  of  the  British  light 
corps,  which  had  kept  its  ground  to  ooTer  Burgoyne^a 
rigbty  and  a  colamn  of  Germans,  whom  he  bad  drawn 
from  ilia  left  just  about  sunset,  and  of  consequence  they 
were  but  lightly  engaged,  as  is  manifest  from  their  loss. 
If  tlicse  columns  had  met  at  an  earlier  hour  of  the  day, 
somcthin!?  decisive  must  have  taken  [jlace,  the  ground 
hein^  somewhat  open  and  on  the  right  flank  of  the  ene- 
my* We  had  about  three  thotisand  men  on  the  field,  and 
the  enemy,  from  General  Burgoyne's  account,  about 
three  thousand  five  hundred;  on  our  part,  the  stress  of 
the  action  fell  upon  Moi^gan^s  corps  and  PooHk  brigade,, 
and  on  that  of  the  enemy  it  was  chiefly  sustained  hy  Ha- 
milton's brigade,  consisting  ot  the  20th,  21st,  and  62d 
British  infantry,  with  a  brigade  of  artiiicry  under  Cap- 
tain Jones,  who  was  killed. 

This  battle  was  perfectly  aiacidentali  neither  of  the  The  ac- 
generals  meditated  an  attack  at  the  time,  and  but  for  ^^^p 
liietttenant-coionel  Colburn's  report,  it  would  not  have  aoadent 
taken  place;  Burgoyne's  movement  being  merely  to  take 
ground  on  the  Jieigbts  in  front  of  the  great  ravine,  to 
give  his  several  corps  their  proper  places  in  line,  to  em- 
hrace  our  ih>nt  and  cover  bis  transport,  stores,  provi* 
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CHAP.  Mons  ami  bftggtge  in  rear  of  his  left;  and  on  onr  side 
the  defences  of  our  camp  being  not  haif  completed  and 
^'^"^'^^  reinforcements  daily  arriving.  It  was  not  General  Gates'a 
policy  to  coort  an  action.  The  misconception  of  the  ad- 
verse chiefs  put  them  on  the  defensive*  and  confined  tlicm 
to  the  ground  they  casually  occupied  at  the  beginnin:;  ul 
the  action,  and  prevented  u  si iii^le  manoeuvre,  during  one 
of  the  longest,  warmest,  and  most  obstinate  battles  fought 
in  America.  General  Gates  believed  that  bis  antagonist 
intended  to  attack  liim»  and  circumstanoes  appeared  to 
justify  the  like  conclusion. on  the  part  of  Bnrgoyne  ^  and 
as  the  thickness  and  depth  of  the  intervening  wood  con- 
cealed the  position  and  movements  of  either  army  from 
its  advcrsai'yf  sound  caution  obliged  tlie  respective  com- 
manders to  guard  every  assailable  point;  thus  the  flower 
of  the  British  army,  the  grenadiers  and  liglit  infantry, 
one  thonsand  five  hundred  strongt  were  posted  on  an  emi^ 
nence  to  cover  its  rightf  and  stood  by  their  arms*  inac- 
tive spectators  of  the  conflict  nntll  near  sunset ;  while 
General  Gates  was  obliged  to  keep  his  right  wing  on 
post,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  forcing  tliat  Hank,  by 
the  plain  bordering  on  the  river,  iiad  cither  of  the  ge- 
nerals been  properly  apprised  of  the  dispositions  of  hiift 
antagonist,  a  serious  blow  might  have  been  struck  on 
our  left  or  the  enemy's  right;  but  although  nothing  is 
more  common^  it  is  as  Illiberal  as  it  is  uiyust^  to  deter- 
mine the  merits  of  military  operations  by  events  exclu- 
sively. It  was  not  without  experience  that  the  Romans 
erected  temples  to  Fortune.  Later  times  might  afford 
motives  for  edifices^  in  which  genius  or  wisdom  would 
have  no  votaries. 
Th  S  t  nc  xhe  theatre  of  action  was  sucbf  that  although  the  con- 
deicribed.  batants  changed  ground  a  dozen  times  in  the  course  of 
the  day»  the  contest  terminated  on  the  spot  where  it  be- 
gan. This  may  be  explained  in  a  few  words.  The  Bri- 
tish line  was  formed  on  an  eminence  in  a  thin  pine  wood, 
having  beloi  c  it  Freeman's  farm,  an  oblong  field  stretch- 
ing from  the  centre  towards  its  rit^Iit,  tlie  j^round  in  front 
'  sloping  gently  down  to  the  verge  of  this  lield^  which  was 
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boHcred  on  the  opposite  side  h  v  a  close  wood  ;  the  aan-  CHAP, 
guiiiary  scene  lay  in  the  cleared  ground,  between  tiie^ 
eminence  occupied  by  tluD  enemy  and  tlie  wood  just 
scribed ;  the  ftre  of  nor  oiarkeaMi  frooi  thia  wood  w«8 
too  deiidly  to  be  witlMtood  by  tbe  eoeiiy  in  line,  «i4 
•  wben  they  f^ve  way  wid  broke,  our  men  mhiiij^  from 
their  covert,  jnii  sued  them  to  tlie  eminence,  where, liuving 
their  flanks  i^rntt  c  teti,  they  rallied,  ami  rliarc;iML;  in  tui  n 
drove  us  hack  into  the  wood,  from  whence  a  drcadi'uifiin 
would  again  force  them  to  fiftU  back ;  and  in  thia  manner 
did  the  battle  fliiGtMite»  like  warea  of  a  atormy  aea»  with 
alternate  aitiiirtaga  for  fbor  boora  without  one  momenta 
intermiaaloar*  The  Biitiah  artillery  (d\  into  onr  poaaaa- 
sion  at  every  char.G^,  but  we  could  neither  turn  the  pieces 
upon  the  enemy,  nor  hring  them  off;  the  wood  prevented 
the  last,  and  tlie  want  of  a  match  tlie  iirst,  as  the  lint- 
stock  was  invariably  carried  ufiT,  and  the  rapidity  of  the 
transitions  did  not  allow  us  time  to  provide  one.  The 
slaughter  of  this  brigade  of  artlUerlata  was  remarkable^ 
the  captain  and  thirty*siz  men  being  idlled  or  wounded  . 
out  of  forty-eight   It  waa  truly  a  gallant  coaiicty  in 
whLcli  death  by  familiarity  lost  his  terrors,  and  certainly  ' 
a  di^iNvn  liattle,  as  night  alone  terminated  it ;  the  British 
army  ktepinji;  its  ground  in  rear  of  the  field  of  action, 
and  our  coi  j)s«  when  tbey  could  no  longer  distinguish  ob- 
I  jects»  retiring  to  their  own  camp^Yet  General  Bur- 
goyne  claimed  a  Tictory»  as  may  be  seen  by  the  following 
letters*  to  Brigadier-general  Powelly  commanding  at  Tl- 
conderoga. 

*  Prior  to  the  action  of  the  19th,  UMttenant  Hatdia  had  been  de- 
tftchcd  with  a  light  purty  to  the  ie»r  of  the  Britiab  «iiny»  to  take  a 
prisoner,  and  pick  up  intelligence.  Oo  hit  tttiirn  naar  Saratoga*  the 
33df  he  met  an  Indian  courier  In  a  path  on  the  aiimmit  of  a  ahaip 
ridge;  they  were  within  a  Ibw  ptcei*pfeiented  and  fired  at  the  same 
tnalant ;  the  Indian  fell,  and  Hardin  escaped  with  a  oeratch  of  his  an- 
tagonist's ball  on  bis  left  side:  the  letters  of  Burgoyne  to  Powell, 
am!  several  others  were  found  in  the  shot  pouch  oC  the  dead  lodiaBy 
and  deUvered  by  the  Lientenant  at  head  quarters. 

vob»  I.  H  h 
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VI.  ii  Cump  near  SlUlxvaler,  i>cpt.  20,  1777. 

^■^^"^^  €4  Dear  Sir, 

General  «  i  take  (be  fifst  opportunit^T  to  Intom  yoa  we  have 
goyne*b  ^  Smart  and  very  honourable  actioB»  and  are  now  en- 
account  of  camped  in  the  front  of  the  lleld»  which  must  demonstrate 
iheacuoiL  beyond  the  power  of  even  an  American  news* 

writer  to  cxplaiii  away. 

The  loss  on  either  side  cannot  be  particularly  ascer- 
tained. 

«  Be  so  good  as  to  give  Sir  Giqr  Carleton  an  ac- 
count of  this  eventf  with  my  respects  to  him^  till  I  can 
have  an  oppitttani^  of-  sending  him  the  particulars  hy  n 
safe  conTeyance. 

*<  1  amy  Dear  Sir,  with  great  esteem, 

««  Your  most  obtMlicnl  servant, 
J*  BURGOYNE." 

«  Camp  mar  SHOwatir,  8$pL  2i,  1777* 

M  Dear  Sir^ 

**  l  hear  the  enemy  is  not  a  little  disconcerted  with  the 

reception  they  met  with  in  the  action  of  the  19th,  We 
found  live  hundred  of  their  bodies  the  morning  atW. 

«  Had  the  ucliuii  happened  nearer  the  Hudson's  river 
than  it  did,  so  that  the  left  column,  which  moved  near  the 
shore,  could  have  been  brou|^t  into  actioU  early,  not  a. 
man  had  escaped.  It  is  said  they  are  in  some  force  of 
militia  towards  Connecticoty  with  a  detachment  at  Fau- 
let.  If  80  press  on  St.  Leger  to  put  In  execution  the  plan 
of  his  instructions. 

"  Havinj^  writ  to  you  more  at  larije  yesterday,  I  have 
only  to  add  my  good  wishes  and  have  the  honour  to  be, 

«  Dear  Sir, 

Tour  most  obedient  servant, 
«*J.BURGOYNE/» 

» 

To  correct  these  illusions  of  General  Burgoyne,  I 
will  beg  leave  to  introduce  a  Utter  which  I  wrote  the 
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day  sOer  (be  action  la  Colonal  Vi8cher>  cbakman  of  cbap. 
the  comniltie  at  Albany*  by  order  of  General  Oates*  In 
which  there  could  be  no  interest  to  deceive;  bat  sboald 
ihifl  docoment  fail  of  eihct»  then  the  follovingf  official  let- 
ter nf  General  Gates  and  the  return  [D]  of  killed  and 
wounded  must  remove  all  doubts. 

«  Can^  4  mSa  above  ^SSwaUr,  8tpU  SO*  ±777. 

**  Dear  iSir, 

General  Gates  being  extremely  hurried  has  desired  Coionei 
me  to  answer  yonr  letl^  of  tbia  day.  The  eonMiCtae  j^ll;. 


bave  bis  hearty  thanks  Ibr  tbeir  attention  paid  to  the 
wounded.  The  wagons  they  have  sent  on  will  meet  ^^^e  mh 

them  at  Stillwater,  to  which  place  they  have  been  sent  in  8cptl777. 
boats.    The  General  is  sensible  that  the  committee  will 
afford  the  director-general,  Dr.  Potts,  every  assistance 
in  their  poweTf  whose  care  and  attention  to  tiiose  uufor- 
tunatobrave  nfin»  deserves  the  highest  credit. 

M  Being  yesterday  Infitmed  by  onr  reconnoitring  iiar- 
ties  that  the  enemy  bad  struck  tiielr  camp  and  were  ad- 
vancing towards  our  lefty  the  General  detacht^d  Colo* 
iiel  Mort;an's  li^ht  corps  to  i'xiimiiic  tiicii-  (lij'c<*tion  and 
harass  thtii  advance.  This  partv  at  iiaii  j»asl  twelve  fi  ll 
in  .  with  a  picket  of  the  enemy  which  they  immediauiy 
drove»  and  after  a  brisk  fire  were  beat  back  by  a  strong 
reinforcement  This  skirmish  drew  a  regiment  from  our 
eampff  and  the  main  body  of  the  enemy  to  support  the 
action^  which  after  a  short  cessation  was  renewed  with 
douhle  ardour,  and  continued  incessant  till  the  close  of 
the  da> ,  wlirii  our  men  retired  to  camp,  and  the  enemy  a 
small  distaucc  in  rear  (»t'  the  field.  The  succour  which 
we  occasionally  detaclied  amounted  tu  eleven  contiuentil 
and  two  militia  regiments.  I  have  not  yet  obtained  a  re- 
turnt  but  have  reason  to  belJevn  that  our  killed  do  not  ez* 
ceed  eighty,  and  that  the  missing  and  wounded  do  not 
amount  to  two  hundred.  The  concurrent  testimony  of 
the  prisoners  and  deserters  ot  vai  lous  characters^  assures 
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CHAP.  US,  that  General  Burgujne  who  commanded  in  person 
VT.  yff^  wounded*  in  tUe  left  8hoiikier»  Uial  tiie  62d  regimeiit; 
^^"^^  wiB  <»t  to  pim%  mnI  thai  Um  MMmy  suflfored  extreneljr 
Id  wwf  quarter  wksre  tbey  wer»  M^pigcd.  As  Gtoeml 
Burgoyne^  aitottioii  will  ali^rily  co— tnthi  \am  te  a 
cisive  action,  reinforcements  shovkl  be  immediately  push- 
ed fonvufd  to  our  assistance,  as  our  numbers  arf*  lai-  trom 
bein^  equal  to  an  insurance  ut"  victory,  and  every  busom 
must  antiripate  the  roiisi  quanct  s  of  a  defeat.  Xlie  euc- 
mjr  liafe  quietly  licked  their  sores  this  day.  ^ 

M  The  news  of  the  takiag  of  TkmAmffk  la  corrobo- 
rated bj  BOTeral  prieoiieffa»  aMi  aa  mi  attack  waa  deaigii- 
ad  on  that  poat»  I  an  iadiiied  to  belim  U. 

"  I  aie»  Dear  Sir,  te» 

«  JAMJiS  W  ILKIMSON. 

*^  Colonel  MatL  Vischer,^* 


Mxtract  of  a  letter  from  Major-general  Gatu  to  the  ho}umr*, 
abU  John  Hancock^  FftddmU  of  Congmtp  daied  C^ji# 
MaghU  akope  Bekmam,  St^^  2Std,  1777« 

«  Friday  Diorning  I  was  inlormed  by  my  reconnoitring 
parties,  that  the  enemy  had  struck  their  camp,  and  were 
removing  towards  our  left.  I  immediately  detache4l  Co- 
lonel Morgan's  corps,  coaaistinf  of  the  rifle  regimeat 
ftad  the  light  iiilaiitrj  of  the  anny^  to  oboerve  their  dlrec- 
tiOBf  aad  harass  their  advance.  This  par^  at  half-past 
twelve,  feH  In  with  a  picket  of  the  enemy,  which  they 
immediately  druve;  but  the  enemy  being  reinforced,  after 
a  brisk  conflict  they  were  in  turn  obliged  to  retire.  Tfiis 
skirmish  drew  the  main  body  of  the  enemy,  and  a  bri- 
gade from  my  left,  to  snpport  the  actiont  wiucb  after  a 
abort  cesaationf  was  i^enewed  with  gr«ht  wanath  and  vie* 
lonce.  At  this  instant*  hearii^  from  prisoners  that  the 
whole  British  force  and  a  division  of  foreignBrs*  had  on* 

*  This  was  an  error,  it  was  Ciptshi  Green  aid-de-caaip  to  Gene* 
tal  rhUipi,  who  w«  wounded 


L/iyiiizea  by  Google 


GENBRAIi  WILIUNSON. 


gaged  our  party,  I  reinforced  with  four  more  regiments.  CUAP. 
Tbift  oontinoed  the  action  tiU  Ui€  close  of  da^t  wlien  botli 
anniM  leUred  fimn  Ibe  field.  huskmA  i»  a  ivtiini  of  aiir  ^'^^''^ 
10009  and  1  am  mil  aaaiiM^  bj  tha  cancviml  teatinwHix 
of  pri  soaaia  aid  dwaittva  af  Tarioaa  cbaractaniy  tbal  Ga- 
■eral  Burgoyne,  wha  coHHtoaaded  in  person^  received  a  ^ 
wound  in  his  left  shoulder — that  the  Cild  rtgiiuetit  was 
cut  to  pieces,  an<J  that  the  enemy  suffered  extrcmel)  in 
every  quarter  where  iJiey  were  engaged.   The  general 
good  bebavioar  of  the  troopa  on  tbis  iJB]N»tBBt  occasiony 
eanaot  ba  aarptaaed  by  tba  BMiat  vatoraa  amy;  to  dia» 
eriniaata  in  prate  of  tha  aflfeara  waald  ba  iiyn8tica»  aa 
they  aU deaenre  the  honour  and  apfdatMe of  Congress:  ' 
Lieutenant-colonel    Colhian,    and    Lii  utcnant-colonel 
Adams,  with  the  rest  of  the  unfortunate  hi  iivc  who  fell 
in  their  country's  cause,  leave  a  lasting  monument  to 
their  glory.  The  araies  reaiaia  encamped  witbia  two 
orika  of  eadi  otber* 

«<Tbis  instant  1  wrola  to  all  iba  aaighbonrii^  atatw^ 
and  preaaingly  deauinded  tbe  immediate  march  of  thdr 
militia.  When  proper  ruinlurcemcnts  arrive^  I  hope  to 
give  your  excellency  more  interesting  intelligence.  In- 
closed is  a  return  of  the  army*  which  but  barely  equaU 
that  of  the  eaemy.^ 

Ills  wof^yafremai^<ialiiola«l^iiig«iml^06i:«rwof  No  gefie. 
an  f^Jleld  gfkam  the  19(1  Apt  oatll  Hie  evening,  when 

General  Learned  was  ordered  out ;  about  the  same  time  of  batUe 

Generals  Gates  and  Arnold  were  in  front  of  the  centre  «>f  ^i?l!!L 

evcaiDg* 

the  campy  listenin,^  to  tlie  ()f  small  arms,  when  Colo- 
nel M.  Lewis*  deputy  quarter-master  general  returned 
jfhnu  the  field,  and  being  ffacoliaiied  by  the  General,  he 
reported  tha  andecisiva  progrees  of  the  action ;  at  which 
Arnold  exdaimed,  «*jf  €^ — d  IvriU  ioon  put  an  eni  to  U/*  : 
and  clapping  spurs  to  his  horse^  gallopped  off  at  full 
speed  5  Colonel  Lewis  immediately  obm^rv  ed  to  General 

*  liate  Ibjor-geDMai  In  the  Voitad  Stales  sorifle' 
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Gales,  you  bad  better  order  Iiiin  back,  tlie  action  is 
going  well,  he  may  by  some  rash  act  do  miscliiff."  I 
was  instantljr  despatched,  overtook^  and  remanded  Ar- 
nold to  camp.  This  batUe  tbfliiy  was  fooghl  by  the  gem* 
ral  concert  and  seaimw  co-operatipn  of  the  corps  engag- 
odf  and  was  sastained  more  hj  individnal  coorage  than 
military  dii^cipline,  for  it  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the 
retam  of  killed  and  wounded,  that  Colonel  Cook's  regi- 
ment of  Connecticut  militia,  sufft  rcd  more  than  any  other, 
•xcept  the  intrepid  Cilley's ;  in  the  course  of  the  day  pri- 
soners wcffs  made  on  both  sides*  We  had  three  officers* 
and  twenlgr  privates  taksny  and  we  ci^tared  opwarda  of 
an  hondred  of  the  enemy. 

The  morning  after  the  action,  f  visited  tMe  wonnded 
prisoners  who  had  not  been  drcssod,  and  discovered  a 
charming  youth  not  more  than  IG  \  eiir9  old,  lying  among 
them;  feeblPf  iVwi,  pale  and  stiff  in  his  got*e,  the  delica- 
cy  of  bis  aspect,  and  the  quality  of  his  clothing  attracted 
my  attention,  and  on  enquiry,  I  fotmd  he  was  an  Ensign 
FbiliipB ;  he  told  mt  he  had  fallen  by  a  wound  In  his  leg 
or  thigh,  and  as  he  lay  on  the  ground  was  shot  througb 
the  body  l)y  an  army  follower,  a  mordeious  villain,  who 
avowed  the  deed,  but  1  forgot  his  name  ;  the  nioaiis  of 
this  hapless  youtli  affected  me  to  tears  ;  1  raise  d  liini  from 
the  straw  on  which  he  lay,  took  him  in  my  arms  and  re- 
moved him  to  a  tent,  where  every  comfort  was  provided 
and  every  attention  paid  to  himy  bat  his  wounds  were 
mortal,  and  he  expired  on  the  Slst^  when  his  name  was 
first  mentioned  to  General  Gktes,  he  exclaimed  just 
Heaven  !  he  may  be  the  nephew  of  my  wife,"  but  the  fact 
was  otliorwise. 

Let  those  parents  who  arc  now  training  their  cliildi'en 
for  the  military  profession ;  let  those  misguided  patriots, 
who  arf^  inculcating  principles  pf  education  subversive  of 
the  foundationa  of  thQ  republic  look  on  this  picture  of 


•  Captain  Vanswcarlngen  and  Lirutcnnnt  Moore  of  Bfof|^'acor|tt« 
Mul  G»ptiua  J««09  VVatt«  of  Cilky's  regiment. 
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distrasy  taken  tmm  the  life,  of  a  youth  in  a  itrange  1and>  CHAP, 
Ikr  reinofed  from  friends  and  relalionSf  co-mingled  with 
the  dying  and  the  dead*  himself  wonndcdf  helpteas  and 
ex]iirin9  with  agony,  and  tiwn  shoold  political  considera- 

tioiiH  fail  of  effect,  I  hope,  the  feelings  of  alTection  and  the 
obli.^iitioiis  ul'  liiimanity,  may  induce  them  to  discounte- 
nance the  pursuits  ul  \n  ar,  ami  save  their  offspring:  from 
«  the  seductions  of  the  plume  and  the  sword,  for  the  more 
solid  and  useful  avocations  of  civil  life;  hy  which  alone 
peace  and  virtue  and  the  re|NiUic  can  be  pmerved>  and 
perpetnated.— A  dupe  during  my  vlmle  lllh»  to  the  preju- 
dices I  now  reprohatey  I  speak  from  ezpcriencet  and  dis- 
chitr^  a  conscientious  duty,  when  1  warn  my  country 
aiz^ajFist  military  entliusiasin,  and  the  pride  oT  ai  ins^  and 
against  the  arts  and  intrigues  by  which  the  yeomanry,  the 
palladium  of  the  repnhlic»  are  depreciated,  and  stan<Iing 
armies  and  navies  are  enconraged«-^For  what  would  it 
avail  the  citlaens  of  the  Unlteil  States,  if»  in  a  political 
frenzy,  they  should  barter  their  rights  and  liberties  for 
national  renown?  And  who  would  exchange  the  blessings 
of  freedom,  for  the  repute  of  Itaving  eclipsed  the  whole 
human  race,  in  feats  of  valour  and  deeds  of  arms  ?  This 
is  a  serious  question  \  It  afi'ects  the  vital  interests  of  every 
freemanf  and  the  coarse  of  the  government  makes  it  pro- 
per and  necessaiyt  that  the  citinens  of  these  states  should 
pause  and  reflect  bsfore  it  be  too  late;  we  have  escaped 
from  one  war  with  a  crippled  constitution ;  the  next  will 
probably  destroy  it;  therefore,  let  the  motto  of  the  stale 
be  TEACE. 

Tlie  authentic  return  wliich  is  presented  to  tiio  reader 
wiU  exhibit  our  loss  of  lulled,  wounded  and  missing;  and 
the  names  of  the  meritorious  officers  who  fought  and  bled 
on  that  memorable  day,  are  recorded  that  they  may  be 
handed  down  to  posterity,  in  honour  of  their  fhmilies  and 
descendants ;  freciuently  in  the  course  of  this  action  did  I  sec 
private  men,  after  ^ttlTig  tfieir  wounds  bound  tip,  return 
to  the  field  of  battle ;  our  whole  loss  was  reported  at  6^ 
kiiledy  SI  8  wounded  and  9S  missing,  but  of  the  last  fifteen 
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CHAP,  were  killed ;  and  I  learned  from  Lteotenant-colonel  King* 

^^-yr^^  ston,  Greneral  Burgoyne*^  adjutant-general,  after  the  con- 
vention of  Sarato,^a,  that  tlie  British  loss  was  6f)0  killed 
and  wounilcd,  but  Itrfore  the  House  of  Commons  he  states 
the  number  at  500,  or  upwards. 

Several  incidents  occurred  immediate!/  before  and 
after  the  action  of  the  19tli  of  Septembery  which  may 
be  woKhy  of  record ;  of  these  the  conduct  of  the  he- 
mes of  Bennin^n^  was  not  the  least  eztraordinarj. 

CtenenI    Genera!  Lincoln  wlio  hat!  been  detached  to  the  Hamp- 

V  *  1 

projects*  sbire  grunts,  as  lias  been  observed,  piujii  ter!  an  cnter- 
•uccessful  prise  against  the  enemy's  post,  at  the  north  end  of  Lake 
agaStthe  ^^^>rge»  which  was  handsomely  executed  by  Colonel 
eneny.     Brown ;  .whot  on  the  18th  September  sorprised  and  made 
prisoners  a  considerable  part  of  four  companies  of  the 
5Sd  British  i^egiment,  released  100  prisoners,  and 
took  an  armed  sloop  with  several  sea  officers ;  thence  he 
puslied  his  operations  in  concert  with  Colonel  Johnson, 
against  Ticotideroga,  and  Mount  Independenre ,  but  ior 
want  of  suitable  artillery  and  munitions  of  war,  he  could 
make  no  impression  on  those  posts.  Previous  to  this  en- 
terprise, the  movements  of  General  Borgoyne,  had  in- 
duced General  Gates  to  order  a  junction  of  the  militia 
firom  the  Hampshire  grants,  with  the  main  body,  in  con* 
sequence      wiilch  Genei'al  Stark,  by  easy  marches  aod  a 
circui t (111 s  route,  rearhe(i  licad-tjuarters  with  lus  corps  on 
the  morning  of  the  IStli,  tite  day  preceding  the  action. 
The  army  was  animated  by  the  arrival  of  a  band  of  citi- 
zen-soldiers who  had  conquered  the  Germans  and  killed 
their  commander  near  Bennington ;  but  the  term  of  ser- 
vice, for  which  these  men  were  engaged,  expij%d  with  the 
day,  and  evciy  exci  tiou  \mis  made,  to  induce  tlicm,  to 
wait  the  event  of  an  action,  which  was  daily  expected  ; 
but  to  the  exhortations  of  the  commander  in  chief,  and 
the  persuasions  of  many  other  officers,  no  decisive  reply 
of  tiie ^"'^  could  be  obtained.   General  Stark  and  his  subordinates, 
ihft*     C^^iU  it  proper,  and  weesmy  they  should  adhere  to 
*»7  pre-  the  service,"  but  I  observed  they  employed  no  inflaeace 
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to  promote  the  crul,  which  was  in  effect  to  dificouragc  it;  chap. 
the  men  communiratcd  with  each  other  in  v\hispers,  anil 
a  buz  was  heani  aroiuul  their  tires ;  tor  they  had  neither  ^„ 
unpacked  the  baggage  which  they  carried  on  their  backs*  the  action, 
nor  hiid  down  to  re|K)se  ;  I  left  this  liord  of  hardy  free-  fo*ihc  offi- 
men,  about  11  o'clock,  determined  to  wat<  h  tiic  result,"", 
and  about  5  minutes  after  12,  I  discovered  them  in  mo- 
tion,  the  aid-de-camp  of  the  General  called  for  the  parole,  ' 
to  pass  the  guards  of  the  camp,  and  1  verily  believe  nei-* 
ther  officer  nor  private  was  Ictl  bcjiind  ;  nor  could  they 
have  been  beyond  the  sound  of  the  action  wlien  it  began,  .  > 
yet  not  a  man  returned.    This  punctuality  of  the  father, 
the  husband  and  the  son,  who  till  their  own  ground  and 
enjoy  the  sweets  of  domestic  life,  is  not  reprehensible, 
since  it  is  enjoined  by  an  irresistible  impulse  of  nature. 
I'hese  citizens  had  fought  once,  and  having  served  the  , 
term  of  their  engagement,  were  desirous  to  tell  the  tale 
of  «  feats  performed,**  and  look  into  their  private  affairs, 
after  which  they  were  ready  again  to  take  arms;  when 
the  agents  of  the  government  shall  cease  to  sacrifice  the 
interests  of  the  public  to  the  spirit  of  faction;  when  the 
sacred  obligations  which  every  man  owes  to  the  defence 
of  the  country,  shall  produce  an  impartial  distribution  of 
duties  among  all  the  people,  and  call  forth  the  yeoman- 
ry by  salutary  laws,  in  seasonable  requisitions,  then  there 
will  be  no  chasms  in  the  ranks  of  the  militia,  numbej*s 
will  always  follow  an  exact  and  well  defined  rotation,  * 
and  punctuality  in  service  will  become  a  point  of  honour. 

On  the  morning  of  the  20th  about  7  o'clock,  a  deserter  Arrival  of 
was  escorted  tlirough  a  thick  fog  to  the  adjutant-gene-  ^g^^'^^'*]? 
ral's  quarters;  he  was  from  the  62d  regiment;  his  paint- 
^  ed  lips  shewed  that  he  had  been  uncapping  cartridges 
with  his  teeth,  and  had  not  since  washed  his  face :  on  his 
examination  he  declared,  « that  he  had  been  in  the  whole 
of  the  action  the  day  before,  that  after  night  all  tlie 
wounded  and  the  women  had  been  removed  to  the  en- 
campment and  hospital  tents  near  the  river,  and  that 
fresh  ammunition  had  been  served  to  the  troops  who  had 
VOL.  I.  I  i 
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UHAr.   been  engaged  (aa  a  proof  of  vvhicU  he  slicwcd  liis  car- 
trid^'c  brix  witli  60  rounds);  tliat  be  hail  left  the  ranks 


not  15  minutes  before,  pretending  an  occasion  of  nature  $ 
that  tbe  wb^le  army  was  under  arms*  and  orders  had 
been  given  for  the  attack  of  our  lines;  that  the  niatiny 
act  had  been  read  at  the  head  of  each  corps,  and  that 

tlicy  expected  to  march  in  ten  minutes."    He  appeared 
^0  be  miicli  aliinned,  and  bcgi^ed  to  be  discharged  with  a 
"ptoAf  declaring  titat  we  should  have  «  Uie  grenatUers  at 
onr  Knes  on  the  iefl,  in  fifteen  minntes.''  Fall  credit  wan 
given  to  the.report>  and  onr  lines  were  maiinedf  and  the 
troops  exhorted;  but  we  were  badly  fitted  tn  defend 
'  vorkst  or  meet  the  close  rencontre;  the  late  honr  at 
winch  the  action  closed  the  day  before,  the  fatigue  of  offi- 
cers and  men,  and  Uil-  defects  of  our  onj^nization,  hatl 
prevented  the  left  wing  from  drawing  ainmunitiou,  aud 
we  conld  not  boast  of  more  tlian  a  bayonet  for  every 
three  mnskets ;  the  fog  obscured  every  ol|iect  nt  the  short 
distance  of  twenty  y  ai*ds»  We  passed  an  honr  of  awAdi 
expectation  and  suspensCt  during  which,  hope,  fear  and 
anxiety  played  on  the  imagination:  many  could  hear  the 
laiivi'inent  of  the  (  nciuy,  and  otliei  s  could  discern  through 
the  noatirii;  \v.\^t  ihv  advance  oi  their  cofumn;  hut  be- 
tween eight  and  nine  o^clock  the  sun  dispersed  the  va- 
pour, and  we  had  no  enemy  in  view  $  the  report  of  the 
^        dfperter  was  discredited^  and  the  troops  dismissed ;  and 
yet  his  Information  was  circumstantially  correctf  as  Is 
proved  by  the  following  aulhentic  facts. 
The  dc-       111  the  summer  after  the  convention  of  Saratoc^a,  I  was 
count  con'  dining  with  Major-general  Phillips, at  hisquarters  in  Cain- 
terw^tfd*  bridge,  near  Boston,  when  the  conversation  turning  upon 
by  Major  our  campaign  on  the  Hudson's  river,  he  was  remarking^ 
Philips  in  ii^^  ^n^n     fortune  of  war  and  the  fate  of  empires  weie 

A  conver- 

■mttoQ     determined  by  circumstances  trlTlal  and  unexpected ;  and 

Wnwo''^'  by  way  of  illustration  he  gave  me  the  following  anec- 
dote : — <«  After  the  affair  of  the  19th  September  termi- 
iiaN  d.  General  Burc^oyne  determined  to  attack  ^ou  the 
next  morning  on  your  left,  with  his  whole  forces  onr 
wounded,  and  sick^  and  women  had  been  disposed  of  at 
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the  river;  Ute  ai'iuy  was  formed  early  un  the  morning  ol  CHAP* 
the  20th,  and  we  muted  only  for  tlie  dif^persion  of  the 
Ibgt  when  Genend  Fraaer  oliserred  to  General  Btir<* 
goyne^  that  the  greradiers  and  light  infhntry  who  were 
to  lead  the  attack,  appeared  fatiji^ed  by  the  duty  of  the 
preceding  day,  and  tliat  it*  he  would  suspend  tlic  operation 
until  the  next  luornins:,  he  was  persuaded  they  would 
carry  the  attack  witli  more  vivacity.  Burgiiyne  yielded 
to  the  proposition  of  Fmaer;  the  orders  were  counter- 
manded,  and  the  corpa  retamed  to  camp  $  and  as  if  in- 
tended for  year  aalbfy  and  oor  destmctioa*  In  the  course 
of  the  night  a  spy  reached  Burgoyne  wHIra  letler  from 
General  Sir  Henry  Clinton,*  advising  him  of  his  in* 

*  Co/y  of  a  letter  from  General  Buvtrotmc  to  Sir  Bsttrif  CUnioHf  Se^t, 

23d,  1777.— recti  wti  Oc(.  5th.  • 

*•  Have  lost  the  old  cypher,  but  being  snrc  from  the  tenor  of  your 
letter  you  meant  it  so  lo  be  read,  I  have  hkuIc  it  out — An  attack,  or 
the  menace  of  an  attack,  upon  Montgomery,  must  be  of  great  use, 
as  it  will  draw  away  a  part  of  lliis  force,  and  I  will  follow  them  close.  ♦ 
Do  it  my  dear  friend  directly.    Vour:^  ever  iaiLbfulljr.  J.  B.'* 

Prom  Ih^Sam  U  the  Somr,  Sept.  38/A,  1777.-— received  Oct.  Stfi,  1777. 

"  The  bearer,  Captain  Campbell,  an  ofticer  of  g-reat  merit  and  full 
confidence,  is  char<^cd  with  an  exact  duplicate  of  my  mei>&age  to  your 
excellency  de^jp^ichcd  yesterday  by  another  officer.  I  request  the 
inu:>l  iipucdy  answer  by  triplicate.    Heheve  mc,  Uc. 


a  cMiwfMlfMi  Ml  toww  Co^laift  CamfMtwtd  Sir  Beurg 


"  Captaia  CtmpbeU  mt  detired  by  General  Bmgoyne  to  tell  me, 
that  the  genei»l*s  whole  unay  did  not  exceed  5000  men  s  that  the  ^ 
eofiaequencet  of  the  iMttle  on  the  19thf  wai  the  loaa  of  between  five 
and  aix  hundred  men,  that  the  enemy  wai  within  »  mile  and  an  half 
of  him;  that  be  knew  not  their  certain  nombera,  bot  believed  them 
to  be  twelve  or  fourteen  thousand  men ;  that  there  waa  beaidea  a  con* 
aiderable  body  in  his  rear;  that  be  wished  to  receive  my  ortlera  whe^ 
tber  he  sliould  attack  or  retreat  to  the  lakes  ;  tliat  he  had  but  provi- 
sion to  the  20th  of  this  month,  and  that  he  would  not  have  ^iven  up 
his  communicaiions  with  Ticondcrog-a,  had  he  not  expected  a  co-ope- 
ratiiij;  army  at  Albany  ;  that  he  wished  to  know  my  positive  answer 
as  sgoo  as  possible^  whether  1  could  open  a  commuuication  with  Al« 


••J.  BURGOYNE.»» 


CtMen, 
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GHAP.  tended  expedition  apiitist  the  highlands,  which  deterr- 
mined  Burgoyne  to  postpone  the  meditated  attack  of 


your  armyt  and  watt  events ;  the  goldent  |f;lorioii9  oppor- 
tunity was  lost — you  grew  stronger  every  day^  and  on 
the  7th  of  October  oTerwheVmed  vs.** 

General  Burgoyne  in  his  defence  admits  these  facts 
substantially,  and  what  an  extraordinary  coincidence 
of  cii'ciimstances  do  they  unfold.    The  apparent  fa- 
tigue of  the  grenadiers^  who  it  was  true  had  stood 
by  their  arms  the  day  before*  but  had  rested  aU  night» 
must  have  been  rather  affecM  than  reali  bnt  tiieir  con- 
dition gained  time  for  the  arrival  of  Clinton's  messen- 
ger, whose  €vciy  step  was  taken  at  the  peril  oi  liis 
life,  and  yet  he  escaped  our  vigilance,  and  reached 
General  Hurgoyne  in  season  to  prevent  the  proposed  at- 
tack of  the  21st,  and  in  the  mean  time  we  completed  our 
lines,  and  received  a  considerable  accession  of  strength; 
prohftble  but  if  General  Btirgoyne  had  attacked  os  on  the  20th  or 
Generil^  2lst  of  September,  as  he  inten<!ed,  his  force  would  have 
Bur-  ^      enabled  liini  td  I< -.ul  a  rolimm  (»r5000  rank  and  file  against 
attack'     our  left,  where  the  j;round  was  most  favounible  to  his 

^^^f  approach  I  whilst  a  feint  on  our  right*  by  the  piftin  near 
made  it  on         ,  m     a  ^i. 

the  20th   the  river*  would  have  kept  every  man  at  his  station 
ordut.    vitiiin  our  extensive  lines  f  and  under  such  advantages 
on  his  side*  it  is  Inghly  probable*  he  would  have  gained 

a  decisive  victory,  and  taken  our  artillery  and  baggage; 

bany,  when  I  should  be  there,  and  when  there  keep  my  communica- 
lion  with  New  York  ;  iliui  if  bf>  not  licar  from  me  by  lb»'  1  Aib  inst 
he  should  retire. —  To  which  1  returned  the  following'  answer  by  Cap- 
tain Campbell,  viz.  That  not  hatif}^  rcc^'ivrd  my  inslmctions  from  (he 
commaniler  in  chief' i  nspecting'  the  northern  urmv,  and  unacqxmvittd  even 
withhia  intentions  ve9p<ecting  that  army,  except  his  wi:hcs  that  thrif  should 
get  to  m^lbanyt  Sir  II.  Clinton  cannot  presume  to  give  any  onlcrtt  lo 
General  Bor|[oyiie.  CenerAl  Burgoyne  could  not  suppose  Sir  H .  Cliii^ 
ton  had  an  idea  of  penetrating  to  Albany,  wtih  the  tntalt  Ibrce  he 
mentioned  in  bit  last  letter.  What  he  offered  in  thai  letter  be  hit 
now  undertaken :  cannot  by  any  meant  ptomite  himself  auceeM*  but 
hopes  it  will  be  at  any  rate  aerviceable  to  |jteneral  Burfjoyne,  as  Ge- 
neral Burgoyne  saya  in  his  letter  answerin|f  the  offer  (33tl  Sept.) 
thai  even  the  menace  of  an  attnck  -.omldiepf  ten(ce^  See  Pvtiantn- 
t»ry  BegUter,  137%  p.  2ii->24r. 


uiyiiizea  by  GoOglc 
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for  although  oar  naiabm  in  rank  and  file  exceeded  six  CBAF« 
tbontandt  the  tksk,  emuMm,  and  oontiageiiciee  of  tbe 
Mrvioe»  would  not  have  left  us  more  than  five  tbonaaiid 
ive  hundred  mm  toddbttoe  I  aad  from  tfaefomalkmef 

our  camp,  by  [lenetratiiig  on  the  left,  he  would  have  cut 
off  oar  right ;  and  shall  we  presume  to  ascribe  this  en- 
tical  combination  o(  iticidents  to  mere  accident,  or  tlie  ca- 
price of  fortune? — Presumptuous  as  well  as  bliud  must 
he  be  who  floes  so. 

The  effects  eC  the  csBhal  of  the  19th  Smf^  in  which 
mistnace  wtm  intstjwted  Into  trinmph  hy  both  amltaf 
piwdacad  tbe  nest  favmaUe  conaeqiiences:  the  mUttia 
flocked  to  our  camp»  and  a  hand  of  Oneida  Indians  join- 
ed oar  standard.  These  sons  of  the  forest  almost  daily- 
presented  scalps  and  prisoners  at  head  quarters,  mn\  their 
s)iucking  death  halloo  resoumled  throu|;h  ouc  lines.  This 
was  turoing  open  the  enemjr»  the  .▼engeance  which  they 
liad  prepared  to  Inflict  npon  ns;  hnt  it  was  an  iiAiunan 
resort  against  which  my  Mings  reyolted* 
About  this  time  a  dlflbrence  took  place  between  Gene-  Difference 


ral  Gates  and  General  Arnold,  which  terminated  in  a  ^*^"| 
public  quarrel,  and  may  be  traced  to  oflicial  presumption  Gates  and 
and  conscious  superiority  on  one  side,  and  an  aiTogant  ^^JJ^ 
spirit  and  impatience  of  command  on  the  other*  Generai 
Gates  had,  hj  a  Tiolent  exertion  of  powert  soreened  Ar- 
nold fhm  disgrace  the  ptecedlng  campaign*  and  Arnold 
conceived  he  had  by  his  voluntary  perils  and  the  edat  ac- 
quired in  the  command  of  the  fleet  on  Lake  Champlain, 
cancelled  the  obligation.  Gates  trusted  to  the  confidence 
of  Congress  for  the  support  of  his  autliority,  and  Arnold 
relied  on  feats  of  arms  and  intrepidity  of  character  for  po- 
pular patronage.  With  such  pretensionSy  the  smallest  spark 
of  collision  suflloed  to  light  up  the  flames  of  discord* 
'  In  perfect  ignerance  of  any  pre<;edent  arrangement^ 
between  Oeneral  Gates  and  General  Arnold*  I  bad  ob- 
served that  the  latter  exercised  command  over  the  elite 
corps  under  Colonel  Morgan,  which  was  neither  brigaded 
nor  encamped  in  the  lin^  and  was  of  right  and  propriety 
responsible  to  head  qnarters  only*  These  anomalies  in- 
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CHAP,  tcrlerod  with  the  staff  duties  as  well  as  general  detaiisy 
and  I  mentioned  the  circumstance  to  General  Gates,  wlMy 
^"^^^  Ml  th»  ggj  Soptomkr  iwtHd      lattoviay  order,  to«ft» 


General  M  Colonel  Morgan's  cor|»  not  being  attached  to  mjf 
^fi^  Mgade  or  diviakm  of  the  army,  lie  is  to  owke  retama 

and  ref^oil*  to  Imd  qnarlm  o«lj$  fim  whewo  ifcuio 

Jto  to  to  rmifo  otdan.'' 


As  soon  as  this  order  was  handed  to  Arnold,  be  re- 
paired to  head  quarters  in  gieat  warmth,  asserted  liis 
pretensions  to  the  command  of  the  elite,  and  was  ridi- 
culed hy  General  Gates :  iiigh  words  and  gross  langtM^ 
onsttcdy  aad  Arnold  retired  in  a  rage«  The  conseqileaost 
of  4Ui  intorWair  wiU  ho  bsst  aiptotosd  bj  tha  foltowu^ 
corMspondcncsy  in  wlikh  .General  Arnold  hastily  com- 
mittod  bimselff  and  General  Gates  aaiaiag  tlia  adf  an- 
tage,  occluded  lum  from  command. 


General 
Arnold's 
letter  to 
General 
Gates. 


*f  Camp  JStiUwaUr,  SipL  1777* 

«  Sir, 

<<*When  I  joined  theamjr  at  Yansehaick's  Istond»  the 
firsl  Instant  yon  wore  ptoased  to  order  mt  to  London'iB 
fbrry  to  take  tlM  command  of  Generals  Poor's  and  Learn- 

ed's  brigade  and  Colonel  Morgan's  battalion  of  riflemen 
and  hght  infantry.  Your  commands  were  immediately 
obeyed,  I  have  repeatedly  since  received  your  orders  re- 
specting the  corps,  as  belonging  to  my  division,  whicb 
hm  often  inea  mentioned  in  gennal  orders^*  and  the 
gentlemen  commanding  those  corps  have  nnderslood 
llwmsslves  as  my  division.  On  the  9th  instont  yon  de- 
sired mo  to  aimex  tiie  New  York  and  Connectir at  mili- 
tia to  such  brie^ades  as  1  thought  proper  in  my  division, 
which  1  accordingiy  didi  and  ordered  the  New  York  mi- 


*  This  was  not  ceoect  is  rcbded  U»  Uorgsn**  corps. 
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Uiia  l»  join  General  Poor's  brigade,  and  tbe  Connecticni  chap. 
GtaMral  LMHMi^  Tlie  next  day  I  was  surpriMd  to 
oktflm  Ui  s«Mff«l  flvtenm  the  If ew  ¥wk  attitia  aMMoi* 
fld  to  GeMMl  Glmi^  MgidB,  wUeh  pteoed  mte 
ridiculous  light  of  jimMlsff^  Co  jj^ve  oHm  I  luul  no 
right  to  do,  and  having  them  |HibliLl)'  contradicted,  whicli 
I  mentioned  to  you  as  I  thought  it  a  mistake  ul  the  depu- 

a^itttaiit^^aiieraiy  you  then  observed  that  the  mistake 
was  year  own*  and  that  it  should  be  mentioned  as  suck 
i»  tlw  ciiMiiiv  uidM'%  wUdi  hm  Bmr  baan  4aM» 

«Oii  the  I9fh  int  wkm  adtiea  wm  irnhmd  thai ths 
eaemy  wm  afipiMchuig^  i  took  the  Mhtity  to  give  it  aa 
my  opinion  that  we  ought  to  ■Mtcb  oot  and  otiaek  then. 
Vou  desired  mc  to  send  Colonel  Morgan  and  the  light  in- 
fantry, and  support*  them ;  I  obeyi'd  your  orders ;  and 
before  the  action  was  oTer,  I  found  it  necessary  to  send 
o«t  the  whole  of  my  dtfinen  to  eoffMPt  tiie  attacfci 
m  other  troepa  wve  engaged  tiMit  day  extef*  Cotonel 
Marshal's  rififlieiil  of  Genend  Pottmen^  brigade.  I 
hare  been  Infowoed  that  m  the  fotofwo  trainioltlfld  to 
CongiTss  of  tlic  killed  and  wounded  in  the  action,  the 
troops  wei-e  mentioned  as  a  (li  tacliincnt  from  the  army, 
and  in  tlie  orders  of  this  day  1  observe  it  is  mentioned 
that  Colonel  Moiigao*a  corpSf  oot  being  In  any  brigade  or 
divieion  of  this  mmf,  m  to  Mko  relonii  and  rsferte 
only  to  hend-^nnrUm  tfom  wbenee  Ibey  nre  abno  lo  re- 
oeiTo  ordemi  nithongh  It  is  noleriooo  to  the  wiMie  anny> 
they  have  been  in  nad  dene  duty  with  my  division  for 
some  time  past. 

<<  When  I  mentioned  these  matters  to  you  this  day,  you 
were  pleased  to  say  in  contradiction  U*  your  repeated  or- 
dersy  jKttt  did  not  know  1  was  a  M%ior-general  or  had 
•ay  command  in  the  an^j.  1  have  ewer  enyfoeed  aMn^ 
jor^neral*s  conwmail  of  Ibur  thooeand  mmh  a  pnfiw 
dt?i8ion»  and  no  detachniMK  when  compoeed  of  wbelo  bri- 

*  This  ii  iiKorreet  in  fii^t,  at  the  orders  went  in  detail  from  head^ 
qtiarters«  thoogh  it  is  not  known  what  conversation  ptssed  between 
the  Geaersls. 
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CHAP,  gades,  iornunjj  one  whig  of  the  army,  and  that  the  gene- 
ral  and  troopsy  if  guilty  of  misconduct  or  cowardly  beha- 
viour in  time  of  action  were  justly  chargeable  as  a  dirl« 
aioii.  And  that  if  on  the  othor  hand  thoy  bohaved  with 
spirit  mid  6nnneM  in  aetMHit  they  were  jiutiy  entitled  to 
\the  applause  due  to  a  proper  divistony  not  a  d^achment  of 
the  aiuuy.  liad  my  division  bciia\  ed  ill,  the  other  divi- 
sion of  the  army  would  have  thouij^ht  it  extremely  liard 
to  have  been  amenable  for  their  conduct.  1  mentioned 
these  matters  as  I  wish  jnstlce  done  to  the  dtvisum  as 
well  as  particolar  v^meata  or  peraom. 

«  From  what  reason  I  know  not  (as  I  am  ooascioya  of 
no  offence  or  neglect  of  datyy)  I  have  lately  obsenred 
little  or  no  attention  paid  to  any  proposals  I  have  thought 
it  my  duty  to  make  for  the  public  service,  and  when  a 
measure  I  have  proposed  has  been  agreed  to,  it  lias  beeu 
Immediately  contradicted.  I  have  been  received  with  the 
greatest  coolnesa  at  head  quartet%  and  often  huffed  in 
avch  a  maaner  as  mast  mortify  n  person  with  leas  pride 
than  I  have  and  In  my  station  In  the  army.  Yonoboerr- 
ed  you  expected  General  Lincoln  in  a  day  or  twot  when  I 
should  have  no  command  of  a  division,  that  you  thought 
me  of  little  consequence  to  the  army,  and  that  you  would 
with  all  your  heart  give  me  a  pass  to  leave  it,  whenever 
I  thought  proper*  As  I  find  your  observation  veiy  justt 
that  I  am  not  or  that  yon  wish  me  of  little  consequence 
in  the  army^  and  as  1  ha?e  the  Interest  and  safe^  of  my 
country  at  heart  I  wish  to  be  where  I  can  be  of  the  aiost 
service  to  her.  I  therefore,  as  General  Lincoln  is  arriv* 
jd,  have  to  request  your  pass  to  Philadelphia  wiiii  my 
two  aid-dc-i  ;mi[)^  nm]  their  servants,  where  1  ])ropose  to 
join  General  Washingtony  and  may  possibly  have  it  in 
my  power  to  serve  my  country»  although  1  am  thought 
of  no  conseqaence  in  this  department. 

« I  am*  with  due  respect»  Sir^ 

«t  Your  obedient  servant, 
B.  ARNOLD. 

Mijar-general  QaUs*** 
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M  Major-geMiral  Arnold  having  desired  permiisiim  for 

iiimself  and  aids-dc-cainp  to  to  Philadelphiay  I  have 
granted  his  request.  His  reasuiig  tor  askin,!^  to  leavo 
the  array  at  this  time,  shall  with  mj  answers  be  traos- 
■uUod  to  yoiar  esoeUeBcy, 

«IaiB#8ir»  &c. 

**H.  OATK& 

Mud  quarUn,  834  St^  1777« 

I  did  not  rceelTn  your  Mer  until  I  was  going  into 
Imd  laat  night.  The  pcnaiasion  you  request  Ibr  youneif 

and  aids-de-camp  to  go  to  Philadelphia  is  inclosed. 

I  am»  Sir, 

M  Tour  obedient  and  hnmhle  servant 
«  HORATiU  GATES. 

^  ^  Gmp  MawaUr,  Sept.  SSdp  ±777. 

«  Sir, 

When  I  wrote  you  yesterday  1  thouj^lit  myseif  enti- 
tled to  an  answer,  and  that  you  would  at  least  have  con- 
descended to  acquaint  me  with  the  reasons  which  have 
induced  yon  to  treat  me  with  nffiront  and  indlgnatyf  in  m 
pnhik  manner  which  I  mentioned  and  which  has  been 
observed  l»y  many  gentlemen  of  the  army ;  I  aln  consdoos 
of  none,  hot  if  I  have  been  guilty  of  any  crimes  deserv- 
ing such  treatment,  I  wish  to  have  them  pointed  out,  that 
1  may  have  ap  opportunity  of  vindicating  my  conduct  I 
know  no  reason  tor  your  conduct  nnieas  I  have  been  Ura- 
dnced  by  some  designing  villain, 

va(L.  h  &  k 
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CHAP.  **  I  re(|ueste(l  permission  i'ov  myself  and  aids  to  go  to 
^  Philadelphia,  instead  o(  w  hich  you.  have  sent  me  a  letter 
to  the  lioiiourable  John  Hancock,  esq.  which  I  have  re- 
turned. If  you  bftve  anjr  letters  for  that  gentlemaa 
wbicb  you  tiiink  proper  to  send  aealedf  I  will  take  diwgo 
of  tliMii.  I  once  Bore  requert  your  permission  for  my- 
flcif  oad  oidB'to  poflB  to  PliihiMpbta. 

<«  I  am^  Sir, 

«  Your  obedient  servant, 
B.  ABKOLD. 

Euid  qmrten,  M  SepL  1777. 

<^Toii  wrote  me  mtiiing  last  night  but  wjiat  bad  beea 

Buffickntly  altercated  between  us  in  the  evening.  I  then 
gave  you  sucii  answers  to  a!l  your  objections  as  1  thinii 
were  satisfactory.  I  know  not  what  you  mean  by.  iaaait 
■  orliidigni^«  I  made  yon  auch  replies  only  aa  I  conceiv- 
od  proper.  As  to  tbe  open  letter  I  seni  yon  to  Bir. 
HnnoBckf  It  was  Hio  clviieet  method  looold  demise  of  ac- 
qnaintlng  Congreeo  witii  yoor  leaving  tbe  army*  And  Is 
to  all  intents  and  purposes  as  full  a  pass  as  can  be  desir- 
ed. I  sent  it  unsealed,  as  being  the  more  complaisant  to 
you,  and  is  what  is  commonly  done  upon  such  occasions. 
Tbat  not  bein^  so  agreeable  to  you  as^a  common  passj  I 
send  yon  one  inclosed. 

am^  8irf  dec. 

«  H*  GAT£& 

* 

Camp,  Sept,  27th,  1777. 
General  Arnold  presents  his  compliments  to  Creneral 
Gates  and  needs  not  to  be  told  that  tbe  commander.  In 
chief  oMyf  of  the  noHhem  department^  bas  a  right  to  or> 
derpsymentB»  He  conceives  however,  be  bad  a  right  to 
ollbr  a  reward  ss  It  was  dona  in  the  absence  of  General 
Schuyler,  wlien  General  Anmhi  had  the  command  of  tbe 
army.  Ue  is  surprised  to  find  tbe  Justice  of  bis  certifi* 
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eite  for  the  pittfol  Mm  of  fifly  dollars  disputed.  He  bo-  €Bi». 
IloTOB  no  other  peraon  coidd  haTOinipectrd  him  goilty  of 
«  doceil  aooner  than  thoy  would  Imve  doM  General 

Gates. 

To  the  Hon.  M^or-gtncrai  GaUsJ* 

t€  Campp  StAth  8tfL  1777* 

«8lr, 

<il  nDBtfiHriwd  700  shosid  be  oltadod  at  my  antww 
toyoorcerdicaloiii  fiiToar  of  the€ootlaantalaoldler»  who 

killed  Utc  Indian  upon  the  retreat  of  the  anny*from  Fort 
£dward,  since  ^ou  know  I  was  blamed  la^t  year  for 
granting  my  warrants  upon  sncli  certificates.  As  to  the 
amailness  of  the  8um»  that  is  no  reason  for  my  breaking 
my  inatmdiQiia.  The  josticeof  yoarcertificate^Ilmife 
amr  called  in  qaeatloDf  nor  euapected  you  of  deceit  in 
that  partScalar ;  ao  cannot  see  the  shadow  of  a  leaaon  for 
the  last  part  of  your  note. 

« I  am^  Sir, 

«  Your  humble  servant, 

^  Camp  SlUhMiter,  Ocfofter  1, 1777. 

<^  Sir» 

**  Notwithstanding  the  repeated  ill  treatment  I  hafO 
met  with,  and  continued  daily  to  receive,  treated  only  as 
a  cypher  in  the  army»  never  consulted  or  acquainted  with 
one  occurrence  in  the  armyt  which  I  know  only  hy  acci- 
dent, while  I  have  every  reason  to  think  your  treatmsKt 
proooeds  from  a  spirit  of  jealousy,  and  that  I  have  every 
<hing  to  fear  from  the  malice  of  my  enemies,  consciovs  of 
my  own  innocency  and  inte,^nty,  I  am  determined  to  si^ 
orifice  my  feelings,  present  peace  and  quiet,  to  the  public 
good,  and  continue  in  ttic  army  at  this  critical  juncture^ 
when  my  country  needs  every  support. 

<<I  beg  leave  to  say^  that  when  Congress  sent  me  Into 
this  department  at  the  request  of  his  excellency  General 
Washington,  they  thought  me  of  some  consequence,  and  I 
believe  expcjclcd  the  cumuiandor  in  chiefs  would  consult 
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CHAP,  with  me,  or  at  least  would  bave  taken  my  opinion  on  pub- 
lie  matters.  I  tliiniL  it  my  dutjr  (which  notltiiif^  shall  d«- 
ter  me  from  doing)  to  acqaaiiit  you  the  army  are  clamor- 
oua  for  action.  The  militia  who  compose  a  great  part 
of  the  army  are  already  threatening  to  go  home.  One 
fortni,^ht's  inaction  will,  I  ruakc  no  doubt,  lessen  Tmii' 
army  by  sickness  and  detection  at  least  four  thouiiand 
men,  in  which  time  the  enemy  may  be  reinforced  or 
make  good  tlieir  retreat. 

I  have  reason  to  tlilnk, Ihwi  intelligence  since  reeeiv* 
edy  that  had  we  tmfiroved  the  20tb  of  September  it  might 
have  mined  the  enemy,  that  is  past,  let  me  intrant  you  In 
improve  the  presiMit  time. 

I  hope  you  will  not  impute  this  hint  toa  w  isli  to  com- 
mand the  army,  or  to  outsiiine  you,  wiien  I  assure  you  it 
proceeds  from  my  zeal  for  the  cause  of  my  country  iD 
which  I  expect  to  rise  or  fall. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Tour  bumble  servant, 

B.  ARNOLD. 
« 

Bemoved  from  command  and  excluded  Arom  head  qnar^ 
tera,  General  Arnold  experienced  tbe  keenest  mortiflca* 

tion»  and  too  late  discovered  that  he  would  hazard  dia- 

i^rarr.  by  voluntarily  leaving  tlie  army  at  so  eventful  a 
period  of  the  cainpaig^n;  yet  be  was  too  high  spirited  and 
presuming  to  make  a  concession  or  seek  an  explanation: 
his  sense  of  subf^rdinationy  and  knowledge  of  service  are 
explained  by  his  letters^  which  require  no  comment.  la 
tins  awkward  situation,  he  hong  about  the  camp,  pfo- 
ftsslng  his  intention  to  depart  from  day  to  day,  murmnn- 
ing  discontent  and  scattering  sedition,  which  nought  hut 
General  Gates's  plenary  powers  and  good  fortune  could 
havo  kept  in  check.  On  the  suspension  of  Arnold^Suai^* 
tbority,  General  Gates  took  the  division  which  had  he- 
longed  to  him  under  his  immediate  command,  as  he  lack- 
ed deciaioa  to  con&r  it  mi  anotlier>  although  he  ooBtlnoed 
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CHAPTER  XX. 

Gvitral  H  asUmgjLww 

Power  and  greatness  arc  frnjiuMitly  coufountled,  yet 
nutliing  can  be  more  distinct ;  the  iirsc  may  spring  from 
birth,  from  fortune*  from  cunning,  and  a  tbousand  ad- 
Teotitious  cifcumstances ;  the  last  depends  on  a  combina- 
tion of  the  capacities  of  the  faaad»  the  Tirtnes  of  the 
heart*  and  active  dispositions  to  promote  the  liappiness 
of  raanlcind ;  the  former  commands  respect,  the  latter 
invites  attachment ;  veneration  and  awe  are  due  to  place; 
confidence  and  esteem  to  persons ;  men  may  become  il- 
lustrious by  their  vices,  but  tliey  never  can  be  truly 
great  without  virtue  j  Alexander  was  an  illustrious  con- 
queror, but  a  mnrderer  and  a  nuisance  to  society ;  Cssar 
was  an  illustrious  usurper*  and  became  the  ^ynmt  of  his 
country  i  between  him  and  Catiline  there  was  no  differ- 
ence but  in  their  exterior  habits*  their  modes  of  purso- 
iii.fi^  their  ambitious  views,  and  the  peculiar  characters  of 
theii  minds  in  choosing  thdr  means  and  directing  their 
measures.   The  recollection  of  such  characters  inspires 
the  sensible  and  the  virtuous  heart  with  indignation  and 
abhorrence*  whilst  it  swells  with  complacency  and  delight 
at  the  remembrance  of  Epaminondas  and  Scipio.  Fre- 
derick was  an  illustrious  butcher*  not  devoid  of  great- 
ness, because  he  took  pains  to  meliorate  the  condition  of 
his  subjects,  but  he  was  a  stranii^cr  to  religion  and  virtue. 
The  splendour  of  Napoleon's  glories  sickens  the  siglit, 
whilst  the  gentle  beams  which  irradiate  tltc  character  of 
General  Washington  clieers  the  heart  and  consoles  the 
friends  of  humanity. 

Distinguished  cberactera  like  meteors  catch  the  atten- 
tion by  their  larity  and  their  splendour^  and  wbethev 
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CHAP.,  from  vain  curiof^ity  or  rational  inqiiiryy  for  profit  or  for 
amiiieiBentt  mankind  seek  v\  Uh  avidity  the  words  and 
actioiUf  and  even  the  frivolous  incidents  which  eiiMUiate 
from  or  boar  relation  to  public  meny  who  have  been  con* 
epicuooB  for  their  Tlrtoes  or  their  vices;  ao  mocb  is  In* 
tellcctual  maD  governed  by  th^  impresaione  made  upon 
his  senses:  I  therefore  anticipate  the  reader's  pardon  for 
presenting  to  him  a  brief  iUuairaiiun  of  chaiacUiis  which 
cannot  fail  to  interest  him. 

During  my  intercourse  witli  General  Haniilton  at  New 
Tori^  in  i799«  our  official  engagemeatB  produced  fre- 
^quent  references  to  the  opinion  of  General  Waahiogtoiiy 
^nd  I  embraced  the  oocasiont  to  obtain  a  more  distinct 
view  of  t||^  private  character  of  that  great  man  than  onr 
military  relations  had  permitted. 

There  may  be  many  living  witnesses  of  the  fact,  that 
Sir  Henry  Clintou,  whilst  he  commanded  in  New  York, 
occupied  the  house  of  Captain  Kennedy,  of  the  British 
navy,  near  the  battery  ;  and  that  there  were  no  buildings 
at  that  time  between  it  .and  the  river.  In  these  qitartein 
the  chief  reposed  in  secnrity  with  the  ordinary  ground 
In  fronts  relying;  on  naval  protection  for  saScty  in  hia 
rear.  General  Washington  had  by  his  spies  ascertained 
precisely  the  approaches,  not  only  to  Sir  Henry's  quar> 
ters,  but  to  his  bed-chamber,  and  liie  eV.l  i  {»:  ise  appear- 
ed so  feasible,  that  he  determined  to  carry  limi  off.  The 
arrangemepts.  were  made  for  light  whale  boats  with 
muffled  oarSf  and  150  Marblehead  seamen*  properly 
commanded  every  thing  being  ready*  the  detachment 
waited  for  the  approach  of  night ;  in  the  interval  Colonel 
Hamilton  took  occasion  to  observe  to  the  Gencr<il,  Uiai 
••there  could  be  little  doubt  of  the  success  of  tl»e  enter- 
prise, but,"  said  ho.  tthavc  yoii  exaniiruil  titc  conse- 
quences of  it?"  Tlie  General  inquired  "in  what  respect^" 
••  Wliy,"  replied  Hamilton*  it  has  occurred  to  roe  that 
we  shall  rather  lose  than  gain  by  removing  Sir  Henry 

•  As  well  as  T  rcrnll^ct.  Colonel  Iliimpl^rr",  s,  of  Connecticut,  M| 
lutl'de'camp  of  the  iacneroi,  waft  selected  for  this  service. 
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mmtaa final  thft  cwmuhI  of  the  Britisb  armjf  Ueum  chap. 
we  ptfftctiy  vnderslMid  liie  cb»racter,  mi4  by  tibing 

him  we  only  make  way  for  sooie  other,  perhaps  an 
abUr  officcFy  wliose  rhuracter  and  <H.s|><»8i lions  wi  mdy 
have  to  learn.*'  The  Jinn  i  acknowlecli^d  tliese  reflec- 
tions had  not  occurred  to  him,  but  with  noble  frankness 
ainitted  their  force,  thanked  ColoBel  Hamilton  for  his 
■oggealkNiy  and  the  «peditioii  waa  abandoned*  I  had 
beard  of  this  iaeideiiif  and  making  inqairy  of  General 
Bamlltoii  rdatlve  to  the  factf  he  gare  the  iwecedlng  dch 
taiK 

On  other  occasions,  when  in  conversation  respecting 
thifi  great  roan.  General  Hamilton  observed,  that  it  was 
difficult  to  decide,  whether  General  Washington  was 
greater  in  the  field  or  in  the  cabinet  |  he  said  the  world 
had  very  nataraily  decided  in  favour  of  hia  military  capa- 
city* but  Ihim  the  aam  of  hia  obaervatioaay  he  considered 
him  at  laaat  eqnally  aoand  aa  a  atatesman  |  for  whatever 
might  have  been  the  jealousies  or'  the  insinuations  of 
party,  it  was  no  huniDiation  to  him  to  acknowledge,  thai 
he  had  in  council  trequentiy  differed  in  opinion  with  Pre^ 
sldent  Washington,  and  that  events  had  generally  proved 
tliat  he  waa  wrong  and  the  President  right   But  he 
dwelt  on  a  s|ieciftc  trait  in  General  Washington's  clwrac- 
tir«  wiiidi  it  wars  devontly  to  be  wislied  his  aacceason 
could  imitate;  this  waa,  that  In  - ^ppokdmmH  U 
dJfiUf  wherein  he  was  espedallif  called  to  exercise  his  own 
judgment,  he  nobiy  divested  hintsilf  of  sympathy  or  anttpa- 
thy,  and  made  what  he  considered  the  jitness  of  the  ayent  to 
the  office  the  grouud  of  his  ehince  ;**  as  an  evidence  of  the 
fact,  he  mentioned,  that  «  CSoionci  Fiekmng,  at  the  time 
ht  W9M  tipptMid  JPl9iimaif0r«gmem<9  vos  no  fxvamrUt  9f 
¥ruUM  IToiAiaslimt  M      As  kmm  Ilie  Coted  fo  As  a 
man  0f  Mntlry  mid  mef^^,  and  And  cen^clfaee  in  bit  In- 
tegrity ;  and  as  to  mysetf,**  said  he,  «*  there  had  been  for 
some  time  such  a  standingy  or  misuuderatundingf  between  its, 
that  I  had  no  more  expectation  of  offiu  than  I  had  of  being 

a^ainied  Fap^^  nandOf  ir  Aen  /  ncrtvid  lAs  iamtalion  t» 
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CH  AF.  take  charge  of  ^  ireumirf  departmewL**  That  a  coolness 
had  taken  place  between  the  Commander  in  Chief  and' 
Colonel  Hamilton,  towards  the  close  of  tlie  war,  and' 
that  the  Cuhtnel  had  left  his  familyy  was  nDtorioaSf  but 
there  were  vcrjr  few  persons  acquaioteil  wiUi  thtt  cause/ 
'  which  1  shall  now  sttbmit  to  my  readers^  as  comclf  j  aa- 
mamorywili  serve 'Rie>'  and  should  1  cominit  an  emyr/ 
will  refer  to  General  St  Clair  for  oorrectloQ^  who  is  tfcet 
only  mati  livings  Within  my,  knowledge,  acqiiahited  with: 

tlie  iacLs. 

The  army  was  encamped  in  New  Jersey  at  some  [toiut 
east  of  ihv  Rarifon,  and  perliaps  at  Perackness.  The 
General  was  just  mounting  his  horse,  to  visit  his  ad- 
vanced post,  when  he  recollected  a  letter  he  bad  receatljr 
received  from  the  British  commander,  wliich  it  occnrred 
to  him  he  might  have  occasion  for  whilst  at  the  lines;, 
he  called  Colonel  Hamilton,  and  reqncsted  him    to  hawli 
the  letter  to  hhn/'   The  Colonel  returned  to  the  office, 
but  nut  bein;^  able  to  place  his  hand  on  it,  reported,  that 
*«it  was  mislaid/*    The  General  replied,  "I  must  have 
it.''   Search  was  again  made  without  effect,  and  Colonei 
Hamilton  returning,  repeated  that  the  letter  had  beeut 
mislaid,  and  expressed  his  sorrow  at  not  heing  **able  to 
find  UJ*  The  General  rejoined  with  warmth,    Sir  joa  • 
shall  find  it***  Hamilton  was  astonished,  but  replted' 
proiDpilv,  <^  T  sliall  tind  it.  Sir,  but  must  let,  yuu  know,' 
(hat  in  addressing  mc^  you  do  not  speak  to  a  menial.'' 
The  occasitm  was  honourable  to  the  parties;  it  was  the 
quarrel  of  Sully  and  Henry ;  it  furnished  General  Wash- 
-ington  an  oocasion^for  the  disfday  of  his  magnanimity, - 
and  Colonel  Hamilton  an  opportnnltj  to  assert  his  per- 
sonal dignity  and  independence  of  mind*  Colonel  Hamil- 
ton retired  from  Head  Quarters,  hut  was  appointed  to 
ilic  comiiiaral  ol  a  battalion  in  the  elite  corps,  at  the 
head  of  whicli  iio  stormed  a  redoubt  during  the  siege  of 
York  before  the  surrender  of  Cornwallis. 

It  would  be  presuropfjuous  for  me  to  attempt  the  eulogy ' 
of  a  man  who  has  deservedly  attracted  the  attention  and 
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la  deny  it  to  Arnold,  w  hom  lie  sulferril  to  retain  his  quar-  CHAP. 

ters  in  camp.  Major-e^rneral  Lincoln  arrived  on  tbe22d, 

and  the  comoMMi  oC  tbe  rigbt  wing  was  assigoed  to  Juni  ^^^^^ 
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CHAP  €te«wrf  jMtyyiieowl  fleitcrgt 
^         tmffi,i-^&U  Ltftn^M  wim^fM  Mbt.*— CsiHwl  WUkim- 
mmtmimMm  the  kftof  ffte  Memfy Ml  MtoJMy- 

^re  prisoners. — Sideness  of  the  army.-^jOorrespondence 
between  Ckucrai  fya^hingtoji  and  General  Gates. — Wil- 
Idnsm  reports  h  General  Gates,  and  gives  an  opitmn  as 
to  the  enemy^s  inUtUions  on  tlte  7th  of  October,'-^Oeneral 
Qates  or<Ur$  CokmU  Morgan  to  attack  the  enemy.-^Pad^ 
fte  ^  ih0  etimffw^'JIIorgaiiifM  fUm  ^  tdtaek. — Tke  ene- 
fRf  offBcfcfrf,— fltfao  tray,  and  ftMUik^dUordar^^Dt^ 
scriptiati  of  that  part  of  the  gromd  UUelf  occupied  by  the 
British  prenadiers,*-^}Vilkinson  falls  in  with  Major  Jtck' 
land,  wounded  through  both  legs, — Saves  /us  life,  and 
sends  him  into  camp, — Fartlier  description  of  tlie  action. 
--•StaUment  respecting  General  Jimold's  conduct*-- J2e  i» 
iHfmmdsd  in  tfte  UUier  endifiks  aeHanti^Wilkimm^9  cpi" 

goynt?t  feifiiRony.— CoImcI  WUIwtmiC*  Mer  U  6^mr- 

nor  Clinton  of  9lh  October  ^Govern  or  ClintoiL^s  conduct 
contrasted  with  President  Madrson^s. — Success  of  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  counteracted  by  Burgoyne*s  dcfeaL — Go- 
remor  Clinton^s  letter  of  7th  Oct^^^Otnend  Gates*$  Utter 
^  this  \9th  OeL'^-'Jitnuf  tafca  jMUfettton  of  the  memfs 

Cfenenil  Burgoyne  eomdensed  his  fb/ree^^'-Otmfnl  tAmetUn 

Wounded  by  the  cncmy-s  sharp -shooters, — Effect  of  the 
rictory  on  the  ^imrican  arms. — General  Fellows*s  letter 
to  General  Lincoln, — Colonel  fVUkinson's  answer  to  Ge* 
neral  FeUows, — Burgoyne  breaks  up  his  campf  abandons 
bss  boipUak  and  retrtats^-^ritUsal  tUmtsm  fffOmtr^ 
mowfc...NftiieH60ii  wrmy  prepare  fiir  th§  furmtf.— ylr- 
rroal  of  Mr,  J,  M,  Ukyes^  a  BnUsh  swrgton,  with  a  flag 
'  of  truce, — Fac  simiU  of  Gamal  JBurgoym's  letter  bfought 
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h/  him,^^  hatUau  arrives^  under  a  Jlag  of  tnict,  wilh 
£adif  Harrki  Mdand  on  hoards  bearing  a  Utter  from 
CteiKfwiJImyilMii  ■  ^acnmik4iftkatkm.''IUflecimt 

kBbt  arrival  ai  lAe  camp,  wkm  tkt  U  IMkiatid  n- 

•  specif ulhj  received  by  General  <7ate9««— ^  descriplujR  oJ 
htr»-^Jimerican  army  advances, — Bnttsh  army  discover » 
ed  ontht,  heights  n^ntve  the  Fish'kUl,^PosiHon  taken  iip 
bff  the  trmfff^^General  order  far  the  advance  of  the  army* 
^WiOduM  MMte  ii»  ohfrnHan  to     Gaatral^M  flanJ 

Buhject^WUkhwm  fatk  im  vriik  etkmdMfrgmU  carps, 

which  was  reireoHug  after  a  sldrmish  with  the  enemy* s 
picket, — Mvises  that  officer  to  cltange  his  position  ntid 
promises  him  sufport^-^FattersmCs  and  Learned*s  bri^ 
gades  ordered  to  ai^ppoti  him^Troops  ardmd  to-crau 
the  FiihMl  or  ntm%  lDi«aa^i«»-ll1MiMii  $ond$  a  mes- 
sage  to  gtaifialefyfiiyliy  itoj>rMe«cCrf  JWicwcrtarg- 
coanoiMfi^  party  of  the  mtwf.  Orders  CopL  0ooiaie  to 
chargtf  which  he  does,  and  makes  mi  officer  and  3.5  men 
prisoners, — Fog  clears  away,  and  British  army  is  disco- 
vered under  arms^^^^-^/ixon's  and  Glover's  brigade, 

V  whkh  had  in  paiii  crossed  the  enek,  attacked,  and  give 
waif^mtidniaa,Mm  his  awn  reapoimbiHtg,  haU$  two 
krigadei  under  ikiond  Mdoraad,  and  preveaii  their  beiog 

:  eui  to  pieces. — The  enemy  opens  a  ftrs  upon  the  two  M- 
gades  while  cltanging  position. — A^ixon^s  an  I  (ifover^s 
bris;nde  reaume  their  former  positions, — ^'ij^'airs  of  pick- 
ets, and  cannofnade on  the  i2th  andiSth — Letter^ Gen, 
Gates  to  Qeiu  Bmrgoync^^Mmrative  of  the  Baroness  sf 
Meidssel,^''4ppeta  ts  Uie  fakr  sex  ^  the  UuUed 

GsHBmAx  Burgoyne  having  taken  the  determination  CHAP* 

to  wait  the  movement  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton  a.^inst  Fort  ^^^^^^ 
Montgomery,  turned  his  attention  to  the  lortifi  cation  tniploy- 
of  his  camp.   The  army  of  Qeneral  Gates  was  actively  mentof 
employed  in  aimilar  laboan»  and  the  forest  resounded  t^rmiff-  ^ 
imdor^ho  fltrokM  «r     aJco»  NtmtMm  the  inaction  ^ 
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CFIAP.  of  GcMiidBiigi^yae  wa«ao<9iMiiiteto  htegeD^ 
^       meter  and  appanatlatemtoy  tbatalthoi^  te  most  b- 

slnible  circamstance  to  General  Gates,  it  caused  1  im 
some  perplexity.    It  was  believed  he  exi>ectcd  succoi  r* 
from  Canada,  which  was  true ;  and  mc\i  dispositi'  ns 
mere  made  of  our  irregulars,  as  to  render  their  aiTi  ai 
difficult  if  not  impracticabto ;  or  he  naglbU  as  was  he 
£ict»  be  waitii^  Ibr  oo-operalioB  firom  New  York ;  a  nd 
there  was  some  apprehenabiit  that  he  iateaded  to  traiia^ 
fer  bis  army  to  the  eaat  aide  of  the  riterf  and  by  forci  ng 
a  passage  with  his  batteaux,  to  turn  our  right  flank, 
though  tie  had  made  no  indication  of  such  a  mnvcmcfit. 
Colonel     To  penetrate  any  design  he  might  have  in  that  din^c- 
tion,  I  crossed  the  river  with  a  detachment,  and  i-e- 
tres  the    coDiioitred  hia  left  flank  doaelj»  but  coald  make  no 
i^C^d         ducovery  thta  that  he  bad  thiCwn  upnuuUde 
vukea  45  |NMif.  On  my  return  to  carnp^  I  fell  in  with  and  ca|i- 
tured  forty-five  armed  seamen^  who  were  on  a  maraud- 

•  Lieutenant  iiardin  on  a  scout  intercepted  Lieutenant  L\iiulli.-  and 
Ensipn  M'Martin  with  a  party  on  their  route  from  ■I  icuadero;^;a  loQeil. 
Burgoyne's  camp,  oa  one  of  wUom  the  toiiowing  letter  was  tound. 

TkmiAngu^  A^SSM,  1797. 

Detr  Sir, 

"  I  am  ftrrivad  here :  every  expedition  hat  been  made  in  my  power 
for  the  purpose.  I  felt  myself  unhappy,  and  ill  UBcd,  in  my  way 
through  Canada;  but  I  abut  my  chapter  of  grievances  till  I  sec  you, 
which  I  pray  of  Heaven  may  be  soon  Brigadier  general  Powe!  will 
tell  you  of  the  dismemberment  of  my  detachment.  The  tuk  rij;  tlic 
KXi  of  the  8th  for  tlie  upper  posis  I  suff'-red  with  patience,  on  the 
aiippusiiion  that  a  like  number  would  he  sulisUiuted  in  their  place 
below;  not  conceiving  that  4000  troops  could  be  necessary  in  Canada: 
but  that  has  not  been  dune.  You  know  my  present  strength.  I  watt 
orders.  The  chief  business  of  this  letter  is  to  aufler  the  bearer  of  this 
to  relara  wUbout  delay  to  procute  a  aanbef  of  gaidM.  not  only  to 
lead  us  in  the  ditcct  militarj  loed,  but  ui  cm  of  eccidentt,  by  any 
devtoiis  path  that  naj  bring  us  to  you. 

**  I  have  the  honour  to  he,  &e. 

BABBT  ST.  LBGBR, 
JP.       have  procured  Uetttemat  Lundio  to  be  cent  with  tbii« 
M  FhtllipB  it  too  laae  to  fetum." 
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ing  party,  amone;  the  deserted  plantations,  bnt  couM  draw  CUAP. 
no  other  iiitorniation  from  them  except  tiiat  ihey  were 
attached  to  titc  batteaux.  Our  numbers  increased  dailjr^ 
and  for  want  of  •uilabio  alineni  oar  sick  mnlti^ied  pro- 
portionaUj*  Tho  aecooipaayltig  general  retom  [E]  will 
oxhibift  iinr  strength  and  condition  on  the  4th  of  October* 
Pending  these  scenes  in  the  north,  the  grand  army 
iitifli  T  General  Washington  in  the  south  \ku\  Ik  en  obii^^  d 
after  tiie  battle  of  Brandy  wine,  to  retire  Utjtorc  tlie  supe- 
rior Ibrce  of  General  Sir  WiUiam  Howe,  and  the  com- 
'  mander  in  chief  feeling  aenaUily  the  lose  of  Morgan's 
corps,  whidi  he  bad  geneniiMly  detached  to  iid  the  north- 
em  army,  made  at  provisional  request  for  its  return.  The 
letters  ^hich  passed  on  that  subject,  will  throw  some 
light  on  the  situation  of  tlio  respective  commanders  at 
that  interesting  epoch.  The  letter  of  General  Washing- 
ton bears  date  the  day  after  Sir  William  Uowe  crossed 
the  ScbuylkilL 

«'  Camp  near  FiOttgrcve,  ScpL  24th,  1777. 

«  Sir, 

<*  l  liis  army  has  not  been  able  to  oppose  General  Howe 
"N^ith  the  success  that  was  wished,  and  needs  a  reinforce- 
ment. I  therefore  request,  if  you  have  been  so  fortunate 
as  to  oblige  General  Borgoyne  to  retreat  to  Ticondero- 
ga,  or  if  you  hare  not,  and  circumstances  will  admitt  that 
yon  will  order  Golond  Morgan  to  join  me  again  with  bis 
corps.  I  sent  him  up  when  I  thought  you  materially 
wanted  him,  and  if  his  services  can  be  dispensed  with 
now,  you*  will  direct  liim  to  return  immediately.  You 
will  perceive  I  do  not  mention  this  by  way  of  command, 
but  leave  yon  to  determine  upon  it  according  to  your  si- 
tuation; if  tliey  come,  they  should  proceed  by  water  iW>m 
Albany  as  low  do^  as  Peeks-kill ;  in  such  case  you  will 
give  Colonel  Morgan  the  necessary  onlers  to  join  me 
with  despatch. 

**  I  am.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

«  GO.  WASHIJNUi  UN. 

4i  Mnjor-gtural  GataJ' 

YOL.  I.  LI 
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_J[^  «  Camp,  Belmus's  mights,  OcU  bth,  1777. 

«  Sir, 

Since  the  action  of  the  I9th  uUimo»  the  enemy  have 
kept  the  |[;roimil  they  occnpied  the  mi»rnmg*  of  that  day^ 
and  fortified  their  camp;  the  advanced  nentries*  of  my 
picketfl  are  posted  within  shot  of  and  opposite  to  the  ene- 

niv\s;  ncitlicr  side  have  pven  ground  an  incli.  In  tliis 
situath)n.  vom*  exct  llciu  )  would  not  wi^li  mc  to  part  with 
tiic  corps,  tlic  iximy  ol*  General  Burgo^  iic  arc  most  afraid 
oL  From  tlio  best  intelligence  tic  has  not  more  than 
three  week's  provisions  in  store;  it  will  take  him  at  least 
eight  days  to  get  hack  to  Ticonden^ ;  so  that  in  a  fort* 
night  at  furthest*  ho  must  decide^  whether  he  will  really 
risk  at  infinite  disadvantage  to  force  my  camp  or  retreat 
to  his  il(n :  in  eillicr  cafse,  I  must  have  the  fairest  pros- 
pect to  be  able  to  reinforce  your  excellency  in  a  more 
considerable  manner  than  by  a  single  regiment.  I  am 
sorry  to  repeat  to  your  excellency  the  distress  I  have  suf- 
ered  for  want  of  a  proper  supply  of  musket  cartridges  from 
SpringfteUU  or  the  materials  to  make  them.  The  inclosed 
from  the  commissary  of  ordnance  stores  at  A!bai»v,  will 
convince  your  excellency  of  the  tnitli  of  this  assertion. 
My  anxiety  also  on  account  of  provisions,  lias  been  in- 
expressible; a  greater  error  has.  not  been  committed  this 
war»  than  the  changing  the  commissariat  in  the  mjddlo 
of  the  campaign*  Yoa»  Sir»  must  have  your  grievances  ; 
I  therefore  will  not  awaken,  them  by  enlarging  upon 
mine. 

*«  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  he. 

«  HORATIO  GATES,?* 

JBRb  ExcdUnt^  Gen*  WaMngtmu** 


•  This  wa«?  an  unnecessary  rmhcllishmmt,  becSHse  Ccneral  Cnfcs 
ha'l  good  reason  for  not  pnriing  with  >fnrr:ur.s  rnrps.  The  j)Ickett 
of  the  two  armies  wei-e  more  lhan  a  mile  apart  on  our  left,  and  three 
(pi.irtcT'i  of  .1  mile  nt\  otip  right;  of  ulncU  General  Utics  might lie 
ignorant,  because  he  tiever  vikited  Ihcni. 
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The  change  in  the  commissariat  td  which  General  CfiAP. 
Gates  a]liides»  was  prod  need  bj  the  act  of  Congress  which  ^' 
determined  Colonel  Jusepli  Trumbull  to  quit  the  depart- 
ment; a  measure  of  which  General  Washinj^ton  forcsuw 
-  the  evil  coiiscque?K«i,  and  which  he  oi^Wihcd  as  far  as  ho 
consii»tciiU>'  could. 

The  weather  in  the  autumn  of  1777,  on  the  Hudson's 
river»  was  charming^  and  the  time  glided  away  without 
any  notable  occurrence.  As  early  as  the  blockade  of 
Boston^  I  bad  observed  that  beatini^  to  arms  frequently 
produced  false  alarnif^,  and  always  hnrry ;  I  had  there- 
fore iircvailcd  on  the  General  Ut  Im  bid  the  practice.  Yet 
on  the  afternoon  of  tfic  7th  Octoher,  the  advanced  guard 
of  the  centre  beat  to  arms;  the  alarm  was  re{>eated 
throughout  the  line^  and  the  troops  repaired  to  their 
alarm  posts.  I  was  at  bead  quarters  when  this  happen- 
adf  and  with  the  approbation  of  the  General*  mounted  my 
iiorse  to  inquire  the  cause ;  but  on  reacliing  tlie  guard 
where  the  beat  conunenccd,  I  could  obtain  no  other  satis- 
ftictioii,  but  that  sonic  perstin  liud  reported  the  enemy  to 
hyc  advancing  against  our  left.  1  proceeded  over  open 
ground>  and  ascending  a  gentle  acclivity  in  fixint  of  the 
guard,  I  perceived  about  half  a  mile  from  the  line  of  our 
encampment,  several  columns  of  the  enemy,  60  or  70 
rods  from  me,  entering  a  wheat  Held  which  had  not  been 
cut,  aud  was  separated  frofn  nic  by  suiall  rivulet ;  and 
without  my  glass  I  rould  distiiutl)^  mark  tlicir  cvtTy 
movement.  After  entering  the  field,  Ihcy  displayed, 
Ibrmed  the  line,  and  sat  down  in  double  ranks  with  their 
arms  between  their  legs.  Foragers  then  proceeded  to  cut  . 
the  wheat  or  standing  straw,  and  [  soon  after  observed 
several  officers,  mounted  on  the  top  of  a  cabin,  from 
whence  with  their  glasses  they  were  tiidcuvouring  to  re?* 
connoitre  our  left,  which  wa**  concealed  from  their  view 
by  intervening  woods. 

Having  satisfied  myself,  after  fifteen  minutes  attentive 
observation,  that  no  attack  was  meditated,  1  returned  and 
reported  to  the  Genera],  who  asked  me  what  appeared  to 
be  the  intentions  of  the  enemy*  «f  Tliey  orcforagiiii^, 
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CHAt^.  and  enJeorottriiig  to  recomioitre  jm  UH ;  and  I  Uiiiik 

3^  ^  Sir,  they  offer  yoa  battlo."  «  What  is  the  nature  of  the 
ground,  and  what  your  opinion  ?**  «  Their  iront  is  oi^cn, 
and  till  r  iiaiiks  rest  on  woods,  under  cover  of  which  they 
may  he  attacked;  their  right  is  skirted  by  a  lofty  height. 
I  would  indulge  them."  «  Well,  then,  order  on  Morgan 
to  begin  the  game.**  I  waited  on  tiie  Colonel*  whose 
ordered  to  corps  was  formed  in  front  of  onr  centrey  and  deliTered 
atuck  iho  ^  order }  he  fcnew  the  gronndf  and  inquired  the  posi- 
tion the  enemy :  tliey  were  formed  across  a  newly  cul- 
tivatetl  iicid,  their  j^rcnadiers  witli  several  lield  pieces  on 
tJie  lefty  bordering  on  a  wood  and  a  small  ravine  formed 
by  tlie  rivolet  before  alluded  to;  their  light  infantry  on 
the  right*  covered  by  a  worm  fenoe  at  the  foot  of  ^e  hill 
before  mentioned*  tUcUy  covered  with  wood  $  their  centre 
composed  of  British  and  German  battalions*  Colonel 
Morgan^  with  his  usual  sagacity,  proposed  to  make  a  cir- 
cuit with  his  corps  by  our  left,  and  under  cover  of  tlic 
wood  to  jL^ain  the  !m  (jh  the  i  i,£;ht  of  the  enemy,  and 
from  thence  commence  his  attack^  so  soon  as  our  fire 
should  be  opened  against  their  left ;  tlie  plan  was  the  best 
which  could  be  devised*  and  no  doubt  contributed  essen- 
tially to  the  prompt  and  decisive  victory  we  gained* 

Tbi»  proposition  was  approved  by  the  General »  and  it 
was  concerted  that  time  should  be  allowed  the  Colonel  to 
make  tlie  proposed  circuit,  and  gain  his  staltun  on  the 
the  enemy's  right  before  the  attack  should  be  made  on 
their  left ;  Poor's  brigade  was  ordered  for  this  seiv 
Attack  vic^  and  the  attack  was  commenced  in  due  season  on 
the  flank  and  front  of  the  British  grenadiers*  by  the  New 
Hampshire  and  New  York  troops.  True  to  his  purxmso* 
tMorgan  at  this  critical  moment  ptHucd  down  like  a  tor- 
rent from  the  hill,  and  attacked  the  rij^lit  of  the  enemy  iu 
front  and  iknk.  Dearborn  at  the  moment,  wlicn  the 
enemy's  light  infantry  were  attempting  to  change  front* 
pressed  forward  with  ardour  and  delivered  a  dose  live; 
then  leapt  the  fence*  shouted*  charged  and  gallantly  forc- 
ed them  to  retire  in  disorder ;  yet  headed  by  that  intre- 
pid soldier  the  JEaii  of  Jialcarras,  they  were  immediately 
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rallied  and  ro-formed  behind  a  fence  in  rear  of  their  chap. 
first  positioii ;  hut  being  now  attacked  with  great  audacity 
in  front  an4  flanks  by  superior  immbers,  resistance  be* 
cane  Tnio*  and  tiie  whole  liaoy  eomaianded  hj  Bargoyae 
in  person,  gave  way  and  made  a  precipitale  ani  dianrder- 
iy  retreat  to  Ms  canfi*  leaving  two  twelve  and  six  six* 
pounders  on  the  field  witli  the  loss  of  more  than  400  ofH- 
'  cers  and  men  killed,  wouikUiI  and  captured,  and  among 
them  tlie  Ihiwcr  of  oflicers,  viz.  Brigadier-general 
Frazcr,  Major  Acklaiid  commanding  the  i^renadiers,  Shr 
Francis  Clark,*  his  first  aid-de-campi,  Miyor  Williama 

•  N\'hcp  1  returned  ti^  head-quarlcrs  irom  the  field  if  battle,  !  fntind 
Sir  Francis  Curk  reposing  on  Cencml  Cates's  bcti.anU  tli  t^e  gentle- 
men  engaged  in  a  warm  ilisputc,  on  Uic  merits  of  the  r<  volution.  Sir 
Francis  admitting  that  t-veiy  {iioccdurc  uu  uvir  p  irt,  stu  it  of  the  c!e» 
claration  of  independence,  waa  warruntcd  by  liic  conduct  of  iU^  Urt- 
tjfh  adminitimion  t  tfiftt  he  had  on  diis  ground  Tindictted  in  in 
public  and  privatCt  bnt  that  the  sudden  aet  of  aercnMice,  oonTioGed 
him  the  oontot  bad  eri^inatad  in  a  prenieditated  view  to  iodapcad> 
ence,  into  which  the  culoiiiea  had  been  cheat«d  by  the  pufitana  of  New 
England  t  and  diat  lie,  of  ooii«equencc«  had  changed  hia  opinion,  and 
taken  part  against  us.  On  the  other  hand,  Gates  contended,  that  ihm 
idea  of  ditunion  had  never  entered  into  the  head  of  any  American, 
until  the  menaces  of  the  parliament,  the  repeated  oppressive  acts  of 
the  British  g:overnment,and  the  manifest  vindictive  resentment  of  the 
sovereign,  Irft  the  colonists  no  aitemaiivc  between  abject  rsssaUge 
iV)id  seif-guvernmcnc. 

The  old  General  became  quite  incensed,  anxl  calling  me  out  of  the 
room,  :«.itked  me  if  I  had  ever  heard  so  impudent  a  son  of  a  b—— b. 
Sir  Francis,  who  was  I  think  a  member  of  parliumcnt,  ajipcarcd  to  be 
an  impetuous,  high«minded,  franlc,  fearless  fellow,  for  suddenly  cUaag- 
ing  the  eonversatton  he  impilred  of  me,  "whether  our  surgeons  were 
good  for  any  thing,  as  he  did  not  like  the  direction  of  his  wound,  an<l^ 
was  desirous  to  know  whether  it  was  mortal  or  not  ?**  The  following 
extract  of  a  letter  from  Dr.  Hayes  to  General  Burgoynct  dated  the  9th 
October,  describes  Sir  Francis's  particular  case.  '*  1  have  seen  Sir 
Francis  Clark,  and  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  t  form  some  unfavourable 
opinion  of  his  case.  The  ball  entered  his  ri^^ht  flank,  struck  the  two 
lastof  the/a/«e  n6t,  penetrated  the  cavity  of  the  uhdumin.  and  fcema 
ko  run  towards  the  spine;  a  tension  of  his  h<'ny,  and  invol  ntary  dis- 
charg-f  s  of  urine  are  bad  symptoms.  He  has  been  attended  u  idi  ^^leuf 
care  an  1  ir  nderness;  I  slay  by  him  \h\%  ni^ht  and  shull  ntjt  omil  any 
altentiou  tur  bis  recovery.   Major  AckUnd  ia  vyuumled  in  the  thick 
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CHAP,  commandini^  officer  of  the  artillery,  Capiain  Money  depu- 
VIL  quarter-master  general,  and  many  others.  Alter  deli- 
vering the  order  to  General  Poor  and  directing  him  to 
the  point  of  attack^  I  waa  peremptorily  commanded  to  re- 
pair to  the  rear  and  order  up  Ten  Broeck*s  brigade  of 
Tork  militia  3000  strong;  I  performed  this  service^  and 
regained  the  field  of  battle  at  the  moment  the  enemy  had 
turned  their  hacks,  iil'ty-Uvo  ininutes  alter  tlic  fust  shot 

Descnp-  \s'as  lired.  The  c^round  which  had  been  occupied  by  the 
tionofthat  .  , 

part  of  the  British  grenadiers  presented  a  scene  of  complicated  nor* 

^ttle^    ror  and  exultation.   In  the  square  space  of  twelve  or 
cupicd  by  fifteen  yards  lay  eighteen  grenadiers  in  the  agonies  of 
^^^^^''^  deaths  and  three  officers  propped  up  against  stumps  of 
dim      treesy  two  of  tbem  mortally  wounded,  bleeding,  and  al- 
most speechless ;  what  a  spci  taclc  for  one  whose  bosom 
glowed  wi(!i  ]>liihiMtliropyy  and  how  vehement  the  impulse, 
which  can  ejtcite  men  of  sensibility  to  seek  such  scenes 
of  barbarism  I  1  found  the  courageous  Colonel  Cilley  a 
straddle  on  a  brass  twelve-pounder  and  exulting  in  the 
capture— -whilst  a  surgeon^  a  man  of  great  worthy  who 


partof  AoM  legs.  The  left  seems  to  have  the  bone  touched,  but  of  no  oon- 
teqticnce."  Sir  Frucisdied  I  think  the  13tb,iuid  the  day  before,  qiict* 
tioned  Doctor  Townseud  who  fttteiided  him,  as  to  the  probable  i&tne 
of  the  wound,  the  Doctor  feFi  a  reluctance  in  announcing  his  doom, 
be  observed  it,  and  remarked  '*  l)<;cfor  wliy  do  you  pause  ?  do  you 
tlank  1  am  afraid  to  die  I'*  Tiie  Doctor  tlven  advised  him  as  an  act 
of  prudence,  to  arrange  his  private  affairs,  *'  thank  yo»*  Doctor,"  re» 
plied  he,  "  I  understuiul  you,  :i.s  to  my  private  iifTuirs,  my  father  set-, 
tied  ihem  for  mc,  and  1  have  only  a  lew  Icgacicb  to  bequeath,**  among^ 
them  he  gave  twenty  gulneae  to  the  matron  of  our  hoapital,  who  had 
paid  partiealar  attentioD  to  bim.  Some  time  after  the  conveotion,  the 
matron  preaented  her  claim  to  Capt.Moiie3r,theBrttiih  deputyquuter* 
maater  general^  who  diadbat|;ed  it  in  ewtinmUiU  Wit  ikm  «tf  a  cwwfcb- 
robie  depredaliwn.  The  woman  complained  of  the  circumataiic^  and 
waa  recommended  to  apply  to  General  Burgoyne,  who  etpreaaed  his 
abhorrence  of  the  act*  directed  the  woman  to  hold  the  cmlinentat  HOo 
and  obliged  Money  to  atone  for  the  imposition,  by  paying  the  i^Qi^ 
in  Itard  ^uineat  of  British  coiita^e,  -without  reference  to  She  mm  he  had 
alryud:!  fuiid  li^v,  which  a  due  rcg^urd  to  justice  and  the  memory  of  his 
much  hin.cntcd  friL-tid  would  not  ])Lrmit  bim  to  consider  as  the  ac> 
ComplUhmuut  of  ioix:  l^iuncis's  iuveutioa. 
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^mm  drcMiii^  one  of       oAcenf  nMng  bis  Uood-be-  chap. 

smeared  hands  in  a  frenzy  of  patriotism,  exqlaitncd* 
WilkiJisoji  1  liavc  dipt  my  liiind.s  in  British  blood.  He  re- 
ceived a  sharp  rebuke  for  his  brutality »  and  witli  the 
troops  I  pursued  the  hard  pressed  flying  enemy,  jiassing 
ow  killed  and  wounded  until  I  heard  onaexclainif  ^  pro- 
tect me  SiTy  againet  tbia  bojr«**  Taming  my  eyes^  it  waa 
Wf  fortune  to  arreat  the  purpose  of  a- lad,  tidrteen  or 
fourteen  years  old,  in  the  act  of  taking  aim  at  a  wound-' 
cd  officer  who  lay  in  the  ancle  of  a  worm  fence,    inuuir-  Wilkinson 
jng  liis  rank,  ho  answered,  *«  I  had  the  honour  to  ''on*- ^J],  jUfn. 
mand  the  grenadiers of  course*  I  knew  him  to  be  Major  jor  Ack- 
Ackland,  who  had  been  brought  from  the  field  to  this 
plaioe^on  the  back  of  a  %ptaln  Shrimpton  of  bta  owncorps^  through 
under  a  heavy  fire,  and  waa  here  depoeltedf  to  save  the 
lives  of  both.    I  dismounted,  took  him  by  the  hand  and 
expressed  hopes  that  he  was  not  badly  wounded,  "  not 
badly,"  replied  this  gallant  officer  and  accomplished  gen- 
tleman,    but  very  inconveniently,  I  am  shot  through 
both  legii  will  you  Sir  have  the  goodness  to  have  me 
conveyed  to  your  camp?''  I  directed  my  servant  to 
allghty  and  we  lifted  Addand  into  his  seat»  and  ordered 
bim  to  be  conducted  to  head-quarters.   I  then  proceeded 
to  the  scene  of  renewed  action,  which  embraced  Biir- 
goyne*s  right  flank  defence,  and  extending  to  fas  lett, 
crossed  a  hollow  covered  with  wood,  about  40  rods  to  the 
entrenchment  of  the  light  infantry  f  the  roar  of  cannon  Further 
and  amall  arms  at  this  juncture  was  sublime^  between  the  oTthe 
enemy»  behind  their  works^  and  our  troops  entirely  ex-  aetkm. 
posed,  or  partially  sheltered  by  trees,  stumps,  or  hollows, 
at  various  distances  not  exceeding  l^u  vanls.  This 
right  flank  defence  of  the  enemy,  occupied  by  tltc  GernBi 
corps  ofBreyman^consistcdof  a  breast- work  of  rails  piled 
horizontally  between  perpendicular  pickets,  driven  into 
the  earthf  formed  en  ptOenee  to  the  rest  of  bis  line^  and 
^tended  about  250  yards  across  an  open  fields  and  was 
covered  on  the  right  by  a  battery  of  two  guns*  The  in- 
terval from  the  left  to  the  British  light  infantry  was 
committed  to  the  defence  of  the  ^vincialists,  who  oc- 
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CHAP.  cupiLd  R  couple  of  Iqs;  cabins.  The  Germans  were  cu- 
camped  immediately  behind  the  rail  breast-work,  and  tho 
^^^'^^  groQDd  In  front  of  it  declined  in  a  rerj  gentle  slope  for 
about  120  ywrdi,  when  it  sonk  abruptly  $  our  troops  bad 
formed  a  line  under  tbis  declivity,  and  covered  breast 
high  were  warmly  ent^agcd  with  the  Germans.  From 
this  position,  about  sunset,  I  perceived  Brigadier*general 
Learned  advancing  towards  tlie  enemy  with  his  brigade, 
in  open  column,  I  tliink  with  Colonel  M.  Jackson's  regi« 
ment  in  front,  as  I  saw  Lieutenant*colonel  Brooks,  who 
commanded  it,  near  the  General  when  1  rode  up  to  blm  $ 
on  saluting  this  brave  old  soldier,  he  inquired,  where 
can  I  put  ill  with  must  advantage."  I  had  particularly 
examined  the  o^round  betw  ecn  the  teft  of  the  Germans  and 
the  liglit  infantry,  occupied  by  the  provincialists,  from 
whence  I  had  observed  a  slack  fire ;  I  therefore  recom- 
mended to  General  Learned  to  incline  to  his  rigbty  and 
attack  at  that  point:  he  did  so  with  great  gallantry ;  the^ 
provittcialists  abandoned  their  position  and  fled }  the  Ger- 
man flank  was  by  this  means  uncovered ;  thej  were  as- 
saulted vigorously,  overturned  in  five  minutes,  and  re- 
treated in  dis  »rder,  leaving  their  gallant  commander, 
Lieutcnant-coionel  Breyman,  dead  on  the  Held.  By  dis- 
lodging this  corps,  the  whole  British  encampment  was 
laid  open  to  us ;  but  the  extreme  darkness  of  the  night, 
the  fatigue  of  the  men^  and  the  disorder  Incident  to  un* 
disciplined  troops  after  so  desultory  an  action^  put  it  out 
of  our  power  to  improve  the  advantage;  and  in  tlie  course 
of  the  night  General  Biiri^oync  broke  up  his  camp,  and 
retired  to  his  original  pf>sition,  wliich  he  had  iurtihcd, 
b(|bind  the  great  ravine, 
etitement  I  w«uid  not  offer  injustice  even  to  a  traitor,  and  tbere- 
reBpeciing  |^  |g  |,^(  derogate  from  the  military  merits  of  Ge- 
Arnold's  neral  Arnold,  that  I  make  the  following  statement  of 
•"**bict.  jacts ;  but  it  is  to  rescue  from  oblivion  transactions 
which  have  found  place  in  history,  under  misrepresenta- 
tions as  gross  as  those  whicli  liave  b(  >-n  imposed  on  the 
country,  in  so  many  instances  during  the  late  war.  It 
mast  be  understood  that  General  Gates  had  received  no 
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amicable  explanatkm  ftt>m  General  Arnold^  eubaequent  chap. 
to  his  letter  of  the  1st  of  October,  of  consequence  Arnold  ^^^^^ 
found  himself  v^ithout  conmianil  on  tl»e  7th,  mid  it  was 
very  natural  that  an  ofBcer  of  his  ambit i(»ri  Hliould,on  tlie 
commencement  of  the  action,  fc«I  irriuitcd  by  the  humU 
liating  situation  in  which  he  found  liimself. 

It  was  remariied,  that  in  tlie  progrew  of  the  engage- 
ment he  rode  about  the  camp  betraying  great  agitation 
ami  wrath,  ami  it  was  said  that  he  was  obaerved  to  drinic 
fi»eely  J  at  length  he  was  found  on  the  field  of  battle  exer- 
ctaing  command,  but  not  b)  llic  order  or  popmission  of 
General  Gates.   Uis  conduct  was  exceedingly  rasli  and 
intemperatei  and  he  exposed  himself  with  great  folly  and 
temerltj,  at  the  time  we  were  engaged  IVont  to  front  with 
the  Germans,  and  whilst  he  was  flourishing  his  sword 
and  encouraging  the  troops,  he  in  a  state  of  furious  dis- 
traction strurk  an  officer*  on  the  head  and  wounded  him, 
.  the  first  irapulseof  the  officer  was  to  shoot  him,  for  which 
purpose  he  raised  his  fusee,  hot  n  roller tins^  himself,  lie 
was  about  to  remonstrate,  when  the  .General  darted  (jIT  to 
another  part  of  the  field  ;  soon  dfter  this  incident  finding 
Mmaelf  on  our  right,  he  dashed  to  the  left  through  the 
fircj  of  the  twn  lines  and  escaped  nnliurt $  he  then  turned 
the  right  of  the  cncni^,  as  I  was  informed  by  that  most 
excellent  officer,  Colonel  Batler^  and  collecting  15  or  SO 
riflemen  threw  himself  with  this  party  intu  the  rear  of  the 
fnerny*  just  as  they  gave  way,  where  his  leg  was  broke, 
and  his  horse  killed  under  him ;  hut  whether  by  our  fire 
or  that  of  the  enemy*  as  they  fled  from  us,  hss  nsTer  been 
asccAained.   It  is  certain,  that  he  neither  rendered  ser-  . 
vice,  nor  deserved  credit  on  thatAy*  nnd  the  wound  lie 
received  alone  saved  him  from  being  overwhelmed,  by  the 
torrent  of  General  Gates's  good  fortune  and  popularity. 
On  such  capripes  of  fortune  does  the  bubble  of  military 

•  Believed  to  beCi|rtim  Bell  of  Mijor  DeM-bom'e  infimy. 
t  ft  w»«ld  be  deemed  incredible, if  OenenlScoU  had  notpofena- 
ed  the  noie  and  prank  ai  Uindy%  Lane, 
t  Afterwarda  General  Butler,  and  kiHed  on  the  4th  Nov.  1791. 

▼out  f  .  ■    'M  m 
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CHAP,  fame  depend!  It  may  be  remembered  by  several  who  now 

^^^^I^JJ^  live,  that  Arnold  rode  on  that  day  a  black  or  dark  brown 
horse,  the  piojjerty  of  Mr.  Lt  uuard  Chester  of  Wca- 
tbcrsfield,  Ci>unecticut,  and  I  recollect  observing  the 
body  of  Uie  iiorse  tbe  momio^  afUr>  la  the  rear  of  tbo 
German  encampment. 
Wilkin.      It  appeara  from  Bargojne's  deapateh  to  Lord  Geoi^ 
ITnmi  Germaine»  of  tlie  SOth  Oct  1777,*  that  in  my  report  to 
opinion  of  General  Gates  on  the  7tb,  I  had  penetrated  the  motives 

the  enc- 

my'siiuen.  of  his  movement;  and  I  afterwards  understood  from  him- 

tionssup.  ggjf  ji^jjt  i„  iiaif  an  hour  he  shonltl  liave  toraecd,  finish- 
ported  by  ■ 
Gene  ral    cd  his  observations,  and  returned  to  bis  camp;  our  attack 

iiurgo>ac.  therefore  was  most  criticaly  and  I  trust  my  enemies  mi^ 
admits  that  my  a^ncy  on  the  occasion  was  not  prejudi- 
cial to  the  public  caase.  The  ibilowhfig  extract  from  a 
letter  written  in  hastse  to  ihe  patriot)  Governor  George 

Clinton,  by  order  of  General  Gates,  the  second  day  after 
the  action,  exhibits  a  detail  of  facts  too  faithful  to  admit 
correction*  and  too  cj^idicit  to  i-et^uire  illustration. 

Extract  of  a  letter  fiom  an  qgieer^fditUiietm  armg 

under  the  ccmmmid  ef  hie  exeiUenc^  Oenertd  Oateis  ta 

the  Gcvemor  Tmk  Mbe^  iakd  Camp,  Bdkmif*e 

Heights,  Oct,  9th,  X777r-^pubUs/icd  in  IIoU*s  paper,  ' 

• 

u  Dear  Sir» 

**  General  Gates  has  (bis  moment  received  a  copy  of 
yovr  letter  of  the  7th  instant  to  tiie  coandl  of  aafiB^f  an4 
being  much  engaged*  has  deslnd  me  to  tell  yon*  thai  he 
'  condoles  with  you  on  the  loss  of  the  importenl  post  of 

1  ort  Montgomery,  but  congratulates  you  on  the 
bvavery  and  address  ot"  your  little  garrison.  To  com- 
pensate for  this  disaster,  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform 
you,  that  we  bad  on  the  nli  instant  an  action  with  Gene* 
ral  Burgoyne*  which  reflects  the  highest,  honour  on  our 
arms*  as  we  carried  hhi  encampment  and  advanced  wwkSf 
took  2  twelve*  and  6  siz-poui^ers  (brass)*  with  a  nam- 

*  *  See  Ui&  Stale  of  Caoadi^  AppcndiZt  page 
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ber  of  carts  and  teiiU»  and  a  cooaidarable  quantity  of  ba|;-  chap. 
ga^  made  prisoners  the  comnuuMlini^  officers  of  the  ar-  vii. 


tilleiy  and  of  the  BritU  grenadierfl^  with  the  General's  ^"^^"^ 
nld-de-canpi  Sir  Fronds  Ctarfct  a  quarter-master  gene- 

ThU  and  a  number  of  inferior  rank»  with  about  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  non-commissioned  oflScers  ami  privates; 
the  number  of  the  slain,  both  officers  and  men,  is  consi- 
derable ;  among  the  former  is  Grenerai  Fraser.  The  con- 
sequent liurry  has  prevented  a  return  of  our  i^illed  and 
wounded^  which  I  am  senaihie  do  not  exceed  eighty ;  of 
the  taner^  we  have -only  one  ssbalteniy  and  of  the  latter 
a  Ihw  gaHant  officers.  General  Bu  rgoy  ne  last  night  eva- 
cuated his  canip,  kuvini^  behind  liiin  upwards  of  three 
hundred  sirk  and  wounded,  among  whotu  are  six  cap- 
tains,  togetlier  with  a  quantity  of  flour,  ^.c.  and  has  re- 
treated towards  Fort  Edward ;  but  as  Gcribral  Gates  has 
tal^en  tlie  pveoantion  to  throw  shout  two  thoussad  men 
in  his  rear^  on  the  east  side  of  the  river»  it  is  probabk 
they  will  ohstriict  his  retrealf  and  give  us  time  to  come  - 
up  with  him* 

I  liave  the  honour  to  he^ 

The  letter  from  Governor  Clinton  to  the  council  of  ^oTernor 
safbtyy  referred  to  in  the  preceding  extracty  is  worthy  a  ^llduet' 
place  in  these  soirmoirs;  it  furnishes  an  admirahle  con- 
trast  to  the  scenes  of  Blndenshurgh,  and  may  enable  the  IiaentMa. 
citizens  of  tliese  states^  when  tlie  prejudices  of  faction 
shall  slumber,  to  compare  thr  nu  rita  oi  Gc(*r;;e  Cliifton 
the  sa.i^e,  the  patriot  and  soldier,  with  James  Madison, 
whose  public  and  private  virtues  remain  to  be  discovered^ 
whilst  his  incompetency  and  duplicity  will  he  conapi. 
cnottSf  so  long  as  the  dishonour  attendant  upon  n  confla- 
grated capital,  and  the  pemfeioos  effects  of  a  national 
bank  shall  be  felt  and  remembered ;  and  combined  with 
other  testimonials  to  be  found  in  these  sheets,  this  letter 
will  shew,  tiiat  whilst  the  zealous,  inflexible,  gallant  Clin- 
ton was  supporting  the  defenders  of  the  state  over  which 
he  presided  in  the  north,  by  the  exertion  of  his  utmost 
influent  and  aothority,  he  wss  combating  the  public 
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CH\P.  •ncmy  III  the  south  sword  in  haud ;  tho  sume  documents 
VII.     will  prove  alMu>  that  by  the  auspicious  circumstance  of 

'^^^^^^  Burgoyne't  defeat  on  Uie  7th,  tlic  ohject  of  Sir  Henrjr 
Clintcm'a  GMperatioii  was  batted,  and  bia  enterpriza 
on  the  6th  was  prodnctiva  of  no  other  public  eflbct* 
but  to  iacensay  escite  ami  unite  the  'inhabitants  In  de- 
fence q£  Ihm*  fire-aiUcii  md  iiou^jt^hold  goodd. 

• 

Mw  mndsor,  7th  OcL  ±777* 

M  Gentiemenf 

«<  The  a&traaia  fati|;ue  I  haya  undergone  for  three  days 
pas^  and  the  want  of  rest  for  an  equal  number  of  nighti^ 
'    renders  me  unfit  to  write  you  on  matters  of  such  eerioua 

coDSequeijce  to  thin  state,  as  tho&e  I  have  to  cominujiicate. 
I  am  only  able  briefly  to  inform  you»  that  yi^stenlay  about 
ten  o'clock  A.  M.  our  advanced  party  was  attacked  bj 
the  enemj  at  Doodle  town»  about  2|  miles  from  Fori 
Montgomeiy ;  our  party  conaisted  of  about  SO  men>  the  • 
enemy  by  appearance  and  suh8ei|uent  accounts  of  9000» 
nevertheleaB  onr  men  received  the  enemy's  firet  returned 
it  and  retreated  to  Fort  Clinton;  soon  after  I  received 
intelligence  that  the  enemy  were  advanctni^  to  the  west 
side  of  the  mountain^  with  design  fo  attack  us  in  rear— 
Upon  this  i  ordered  out  Lieutenant-colonels  Bonyn  and 
M^Cloghray  with  upwards  of  100  men  towards  Doodia* 
towUf  and  a  brass  field  piece  with  a  detachment  of  60 
mttif  to  a  very  advantageous  post  on  the  road  to  the  fiir- 
iiace.  They  wire  not  lont^  out,  heftac  they  were  both 
attacked  by  the  enemy  with  tln  ir  whole  force.  Our  peii- 
plc  behaved  with  spirit  and  must  have  made  great  slaugh* 
ter  of  the  enemy.  I  strengthened  the  party  un  the  fur- 
nace roadf  to  upwards  of  i00»  hut  they  were  obliged  to 
give  way  to  so  superior  a  force  as  the  enemy  brought 
against  them ;  yet  they  kept  tli^tr  field  piece  In  fell  play 
at  thero,  till  the  men  who  worked  it  were  iliivcn  otY  with 
fixed  bayonets,  they  however  spiked  it  before  they  rjxjit 
it,  and  retreated  wiili  gi  eat  good  oi  der  to  a  12  pounder, 
which  I  had  ordered  to  Luyn  tkm»  aoU  Irom  thence  inio 
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llie  Fort  I  immedimtBly  posted  mj  men  in  lite  moet  id-  chap. 
vatttageoQi  manlier  for  the  defence  of  the  post»  nnd  H  wee    ^  " 
not  many  minntet  before  we  wa  well  as  Fort  Clinton  were 

attacked  on  all  Hides,  and  a  most  incessant  fire  was  kept 
up  till  iiigiit  and  even  after  dusk/wlien  the  enemy  forced 
Qiir  lines  and  redoubts  at  both  {yoaia,  and  the  garrison's  ' 
were  obliged  to  flght  iMr  way  out,  as  tfa^  were  deter* 
mined  not  to  somndery  and  many  bare  esoiped.  1  was 
■ummonedy  wlien  the  sun  was  an  boar  high>to  surrender 
In  live  minutes*  and  thereby  prerent  the  elAision  of  Mood. 
I  sent  Lieutenant-colonel  Livingston  to  receive  the  flag, 
and  the  officer  who  bore  it  informed  him,  he  had  no  orders 
to  treat  witli  him  unless  tlie  garrison  meant  to  surrender 
themselves  prisoners  of  war,  in  which  case  he  was  em- 
powered to  assure  them  of  good  uaiige.  This  propositioii 
beiqg  mjeeted  with  8Gom»  about  10  mlttutes  aftert  they 
made  a  general  and  despemlB  attack  on  both  posts*  which 
was  resisted  with  great  sptriti  but  we  were  at  length  over- 
powered by  numbers,  and  they  gained  possession.  Our 
officers  and  men  displayed  much  resolution,  as  well  militia 
as  continental  troops.  Our  luss  in  slain  cannot  be  said  to 
be  great,  considering  the  length  of  the  action.  My  brother 
General  J.  Clinton  l»  wounded  and  I  believe  made  pri- 
,  soneri  tUs  Is  the  case  with  Major  Logani  the  number 
missing  I  canPt  ascMaln.  The  ships  m  both  burnt*  and 
Fort  Constitution  demolished  by  our  peopU  ivithaut  mtf 
orders,  but  IcanH  as  yet  condemn  the  measure.  The  officers 
ail  say  it  was  Tight ;  lam  clear  it  was  as  to  the  Fort,  after 
remtnnng  artillery  and  stores,  wbick  has  not  been  done,  Ths 
iAjpt  /  hoped  mghi  htne  hem  mo§d.  General  Putnam 
will  retreat  near  to  Captain  Haight^s*  about  5  sdles  Qrom 
Yaowyck,  atid  I  mean  to  mUy  my  krokm  M  hme  frm 
and  advance  to-morrow  to  Butter  Hill.  General  Putnam 
is  to  send  Colonel  Webb's  regiment  to  juin  me.  I  beg 
you  will  give  the  substance  of  this  account  to  General 
Gates  in  anawer  to  his  letters  to  me,  I  have  only  to  add 
that  I  greatly  regret  the  Joss  of  these  posts^  bat  I  am  coa- 
sdted  with  theyUf  pmuarimi  that  thej  have  ktmght  lAem 
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CHAI^.  dear  and  tlHit  /  hate  4am  Cftt  mn/t  m  mf  fttmr  to  Mve 

thtm,  I  btg  YOU  to  excuse  incorrectuc^  aiid  am  wiUi 
due  respect. 

A**     Mi^r  Lush  is^  I  believe^  their  prisoner*. 

•    ««  Your  most  obedient, 

«  GEO.  CLINTON. 

The  f(»l lowing;  letter  of  General  Gates  is  introduced  in 
this  place,  because  it  will  evince  his  zeal  in  the  public 
tervice^  recognise  my  letter  of  the  9th>  to  Governor  Cli^* 
ton  and  pays  a  just  tribute  ^  the  sterlings  worHi  of  agrett 
naa,  a  vaiiaal  aolditr  and  a  good  citizan* 

Sir, 

«  Last  night  I  bad  the  honour  to  receive  your  excel- 
lency's letter  Irom  New  Windsor  of  the  9th  instant  by  eji- 
liross.  I  bad  prcnrioualjr  ipirote  an  order  to  Fort  Scbigr- 
krt  diractiiqp  the  cfimaaiidM«  ottoer  llien»  to  aaiid  Van 

Scbakk*^  rtgiaMiilwitiHMit  ddaytoAitaiJ*  Ihavoaioo 
desired  BrigadkrHSeneral  Gaiwevoort  to  repair  forthwith 

to  that  city,  and  take  the  command  of  alt  the  troops  that 
may  assemble  there.  I  am  clearly  witli  you  in  opinion 
that  sliould  the  enemy General  push  up  the  riverf  your 
force,  Ui  addUioa  to  the  reinforemeats  I  caa  give  yov* 
acting  apon  the  wait  aide^  will  ao  co^perato  with  Oana- 
ral  Putnam  upon  tbo  east  aide*  that  Sitr  Uintoa  will 
not  be  able  to  effbct  any  stroke  of  consequence;  and,  per- 
haps, Diay  filially  be  as  much  embarrassed  to  retreat,  as 
General  L>iirc;oyne  roost  visibly  appears  to  be.  The  two 
heavy  brass  twelve  pounders  taken  Crom  the  enemy^  with 
a  very  fiae  braas  train,  that  I  can  apare  for  yoor  sttccoart 
will  Jie  a  good  foeruit  for  year  artillery.  1  have  already 
aent  down  the  two  Eaopiia  regiaiaiito»  the  TVyon  coanty 
militia,  and  most  of  the  miKtia  of  Albany  county,  so  that 
General  Gansevoort  may  be  able  immediately  to. form  a 
post;  the  moment  Van  Schaick's  regiment  gets  to  Albany 
the  cannon  shall  meet  them  there.   Xiie  volun(^  militia 
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imder  Oenml  Wi»le«itt,  menHoncd  in  Cmai^  Wn&iv-  cii  ai^. 
soVs  letter  to  yovr  excfilency  of-tlie  9tb  iMtnil»  cmild  ^^^1^ 

not  be  prevailinl  upon  to  go  and  remain  any  time  In  AI-* 
baiiy.  They  were  not  enc^a.^ed  for  any  term,  and  uuly 
meant  to  remain  lu'i  e  a  tew  days, 

•«Tlic  vot*y  great  honour  yuu  exceiiency  has  acquired 
by  tlie  tioble  defence  of  Fori  MontguiMry*  wUI  lo  the  l«t< 
est  posterity  mdom  thevAMnT  op  Cunroir. 
«« I  8ir» 

M  Your  excellency lii09tallbcttfHMte» 
M  And  humble  servanty 
H.  GATES. 

<f  Qovemar  Ctintotu'* 


On  the  8tli  in  tlie  flMmincf  tbe  wiiele  nMny  ex€e|it  the  Army 
camp  ii|funrdi»  moved  Ibrwerd  and  toolL  poawaiian  ef  the 
enemy's  abandoned  campy  and  tlie  day  was  spent  in  the  the  cne. 

random  fire  of  artillery  and  small  arms ;  the  enemy  rtfua-  ^^ned 
In/?  a  flacif  witb  which  I  attempted,  at  every  point  of  his  c»n>p« 
Rne,  to  t  t?tivey  a  ieiter  to  Lady  Harriet  Ackland  from  her 
hushandf  a  prisoner  in  our  hands.  The  heights  on  which  Descrtp. 
Btti^yne  had  condensed  his  force  were  strong  by  nature  g^^^ 
and  had  been  improved  by  art;  the  great  ravtee  which  wbidi 
now  covered  his  firont*  Hn  parand  with  the  entrench- 
mentsof  his  late  camp,  and  seTeral  small  drains,  covered  his  feces, 
with  saplinj^  and  brush-wood,  emptied  their  waters  into 
the  great  ravine  fitim  ttic  rear  of  tliuse  intrencbmentSy  the 
groand  in  front  being  an  open  pine  plain ;  to  prevent  our 
encroachment,  Bargoyne  had  htdgcd  hia  provinciala  and 
sharp  shooters  at  the  heads  of  these  draiasy  ih>m  whenoo 
they  continiiedy  the  whole  day,  to  annoy  every  person  wlw  . 
crossed  their  line  of  vision,  and  It  was  fVom  a  shot  of  one 
of  these  lurkinr  parUcs  Utut  (  ii  iu'ral  Lincoln  had  his  leg  Geoeni 

a  *   a 

broke,  late  in  the  day,  as  ho  wus  crtKSsiiiK  an  iudenturc  of^'*'*? ■ 
the  ground  in  uur  front,  at  a  spot  where  in  passing  and  by  th<? 
re-passing  with  orders  in  the  coarse  of  the  day,  I  bad 
lieea  fired  at  a  dozen  times,  without  any  apprehension  of  ilMoiem. 
ny,  dangerf  it  baiKg  a  long  shot  and  the  maehsmen  con* 
coded* 
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CH\p.     The  moranenti  ia  the  BfitU  cnp  whidi  couUnollNi 
' '     conceal^f  pUinl^  indicated  «  retrest  $  but  for  want  of  da« 
^"^^"^^^  foresight  and  seasonable  precaotiofiyltwas  diseovered  urn 

theeveuingof  Ihe  8Ui,  that  the  whole  army  had  been  without 
provision  since  the  day  before,  and  our  troops  exhausted 
with  hunger  and  fatigue  retired  to  their  camp,  which  Itad 
been  left  standing  in  the  morniaig;  to  account  for  this  cir* 
cttuitanoey  it  majrbe  necessary  Is  qnoto  the  foUowing  ex* 
tract  from  the  general  order  of  the  4th  OctobsTf  **Th^ 
whole  amy  to  be  inmediatoiy  Tictvalied  te  the  7th  inat 
inclusive,  with  two-thirds  fresh  and  one-third  salt  provi* 
sionSy  which  is  to  be  cooked  as  soon  as  possible."  The 
unexpected  action  of  that  day  had  pi  evented  the  troops 
Effect  of  from  drawing  again  according  to  role;  and  the  delirium 
15  oa*Sc'  ^  j®y  aocceeded  the  victory,  appeared  to  eactfa- 
Ameikiii  gtiisb  tbo  sober  reflection  of  the  whole  aniy»and  an  Im- 
patience  for  the  pursait  of  a  retrsafting  eiieniy  aesmsd  to 
stifle  the  claims  of  nature. 

I  had  been  harassed  by  an  obstinate  and  wasting  dis- 
ease for  several  weeks  and  retired  ti*  my  pallet  on  the 
evening  of  the  8th,  too  much  eTifeebled  to  employ  ray 
pens  in  ^his  situation  a  note  from  Brigadier-general  Fel- 
lowSf*  who  had  been  ordered  to  cross  the  river  and  take 
post  at  Saratogat  to  General  Lincoln  who  had  bean  badly 
woonded,  was  handed  to  ne;  on  the  pemsal  it  occtirrad 
,    to  me,  that  we  should  not  he  able  to  follow  Brn^yne  ttntU 

*  Copy  of  a  letter  from  Gen^rftl  Fellows  to  Hmtnl  Liooolii^  dattd, 
Sarttoga  Bamcka*  October  Stta,  1777. 


Sir, 

*«I  arrived  at  tUa poit aboet eleves o*e1ocfc is  tfie nsnibir witk 
tbe  whole  of  the  sicn  under  mj  comnaiid  amounting  to  about  thirteen 
hundfcd,  and  have  otdered  on  the  proviaion.  that  waa  collected,  at 
my  laat  poat.  The  nen  here  are  very  busy  in  throwing  up  worka  to 
aeeure  themselvet  in  case  of  an  attack.  Still  I  think  that  it  is  necet« 
taiytheie  ahoold  be  not  ieaa  than  ibur  tbouaaod  men  to  aupport  ihia 

**  I  remain.  Dear  Sir, 

«  Vour  sincere  fficnd, 
(Signed)  «JOHN  FELLOW^. 

The  Jlotu  Major-general  JJncUn,**  . 
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the  army  dr^'w  provisions,  wliich  would  employ  the  9th,  CHAP, 
mml  that  if  he  retreated  tltat  night,  which  was  universally 
Cispected,  lie  niglit  fall  on  Fellows  in  the  morninp;,  and 
cut  him  ti»  piocfs ;  lo  proflito  tgainat  this  event,  I  tent 
for  the  depntj  quarler^maaler  genenlt  Colonel  Udney 
Hwy,  and  dietatpd  an  answer*  to  General  Fellows*s  let- 
ter, whirli  he  transcribed  in  dui)Iicate,  and  desp-^tched  Wilkinton 
hy  a  ccHifHN  n(ial  expifSR,  on  each  side  of  ihc  river;  in  er^aJ* 
the  mean  time  Bur^yne,  as  was  stisjjerted,  actually  «wcr  to 
broke  op  his  ramp  and  bcj^n  his  retreat  (or  Batten  Hill,  pdSml 
on  the  ea«t  aide  of  the  Hudson,  tntendutt  to  ford  at  Sara-  "<''^)rn>'n« 
toga ;  but  tbo  oxtreme  darkness  of  the  nlght»  the  narrow- 
ness of  the  road,  and  a  heavy  fall  of  rain  retarded  his 
march,  and  obliged  him  to  halt  at  Davocote,  two  miles 
short  of  Saratoga.    This  was  most  critical  for  General  Critical 
Fellows,  Uccausc  I  was  afterwards  informed  ly  Lieute-  op^eJJJtl 
nant-colonel  Southcrland,  of  tite  i  rth  regiment,  who  had  FeUovs. 
been  sent  forward  by  General  Bnrgoyne  to  reconnoitre* 
that  he  eroMod  the  FishkiD,  and  directed  by  General  Fel- 
k>ws*d  lirea,  who  occupied  a  height  beyond,  found  hia 
camp  so  entirely  unguarded,  that  he  marched  round  it 
without  being  hailed;  returned  and  rrporad  to  Hiirgoyne, 
and  intrcated  permission  to  attack  Fellown  w  ith  his  regi- 
ment alone,  but  was  refused.   Uad  not  this  rain  and 
other  obstructions  occnrred*  Boigoyne  most  have  reach* 


•  Head  Quarters,  Meiuaiu'*  Ueigias,  iUh  Oct.  1777. 

Dear  General, 

**  Yours  from  Saratoga  barracks  of  thia  day  juit  nov  came  to  liand. 
As  every  roottoo  ofUieMieny  f^vet  na  fMiMi  to  bsUeve  they  wilt  iwiko 
a  rapid  reirest,  and  the  lata  fatipie  our  troops  bate  undergone  would 
make  it  improper  to  puraue  them  bdbie  inoniiiif  ,  the  General  ii  of 
opinUm  (at  there  is  a  poiaibility  of  yoor  bchif  overpoweicd  by  mim^ 
bcrs)  that  you  sbould  rscroMi  the  river,  and  oie  ever>  possible  excr- 
tion  to  hinder  them  from  crossing,  which  if  you  can  effect  will  give 
US  undoubted  opportunity  of  coroinf^  up  with,  and  attacking  them  to 
very  great  advantage.  The  General,  neverihelea%  leave* yott  at  lull 
liberty  to  detcraine  what  it  best  to  be  done. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

«*  JAS.  WILWNSON.  D.  Adj.  Cen^ 

**  Brigadier'gtntt  al  Frflows.** 

voj*.  I*  N  n 
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CHAP,  cd  Saratoga  before  dajy  in  which  case  Fellows  woald 

have  been  cut  up  and  captured,  or  dispersed,  and  Bur- 


j2;o|nc*s  retreat  to  Fort  George  would  have  been  iinob- 
stnirtcd  ;  hut  the  arrival  of  my  letter  on  the  morning  of 
the  Qthyailviscd^FdJowsof  his  danger,  aiid  as  the  front  of 
Biirgoyne's  army  reached  Saratoga,  the  rear  of  our  mili- 
tia was  ascending  the  opposite  banic  of  Mudsoii's  riTer^ 
where  they  took  post  and  prievcnted  its  passage. 

Whilst  these  transactions  were  passing  in  our  front, 
our  army  vvas  employed  in  drawini;:  ami  ct)okinjL!r  provi- 
sions, { (Jinpleting  ammunition,  and  etjuipping  th«*inselvcs 
for  the  pursuit.    I  mounted  at  daylight  on  the  9th,  and 
proceeding  up  the  riveTf  passed  our  advanced  guard,  and 
bad  reached  the  point  where  that  of  the  enemy  had  been 
stationedf  when  1  obserfed  an  individual  approaching  me 
on  borsebacit  at  full  gallop,  with  a  white  flag  raised  by 
his  hand,  and  as  he  advanced,  he  held  out  a  letter,  whicli 
I  received  and  read,  and  now  oiler  a  fac  simile  [n]  of  it,  in 
commemoration  of  the  occasion.    The  bearer  appciu  cd 
Mr.Hax'es,  in  much  trepidation,  and  announced  to  me  tlic  facetiouSf 
Mr^onf ^  amiable  Hibernian*  John  Macnamara  Hayes,*  informing 
presents   me  at  the  same  ttme»  that  be  had  been  left  in  charge  of 
w'ith  a  A&g  inany  sick  and  wounded  officers  and  men*  whom  he  in* 
of  tniee.  treated  mc  .to  visit,  as  they  were  in  great  alarm  for  tJieir 
personal  safety  against  out-  Indiciiis  ami  litlemcn.    I  ac- 
companied him,  am!  alter  cxamininp:  his  liospital  tents, 
where  I  found  about  tliree  hundred  men  comfoi*tably  ac- 
commodated, I  was  introduced  to  Uie  oHTk crs,!  who  occu- 
pied Sword's  house  $  and  persuade  myself»  those  of  them 
who  live  wUI  bear  in  memory,  the  heart  cheering  conso* 
lation  which  I  gave  them,  by  the  asstirance  of  protection 
in  their  pcrsoub  and  property,  under  a  safeguai  U  of  rifle- 


•  Since  Sir  John  M.  Hayes,  and  an  eminent  prnctiiioncr  in  lK>ndon. 

f  Names  of  officers  recoTnmen^led  hy  General  Biirp^)}  nf  the 
protection  of  Genera!  Gates-  20lh  regt.  Captains  Richard  Duulin. 
William  Stanley,  William  Varquhar,  Licnlenant  James  Dowim,  and 
Ensipfn  Morgan  Connpf;— Cist  reg^t.  Captain  the  Flon.  Malcolm  Ram- 
gcy,  Litiuenant  Richut  d  K  nhind; — Bcnier's  Chasseurs,  Captain  Vuk 
Glysenb^ri^by  Lteuteaanl  i^rodic* 
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men,  and  of  every  comfort  in  the  power  of  the  American  chap. 

generaJ  to  bestow.  *^->rw 

The  exertions  of  tiie  two  preceding  dajSy  appeared  on 
the  9tUf  to  have  appalled  the  energy  of  the  troops ;  the 
weather  was  unfavourabK  the  commiflaariat  dilatory » and 
the  men  seemed  to  prefer  repose  to  action*  Disease  made 
mr  itujKiiit  lit,  iitu\  1  freely  expressed  my  chagrin  at  the 
delay  to  Grnoriil  Gates,  wini  coiisoieti  me  with  his  ap- 
probation of  my  conduct  and  thanks  for  my  services.  The 
day  wasted  without  a  movement  to  the  fronts  excepting 
parties  of  obsenratton^  and  the  night  fomid  us  on  our  old 
ground*  About  10  o'clock  I  was  advised  fhim  tha  ad- 
vanced gaard  on  the  river,  that  a  batteau  under  a  flag  of 
truce  had  arrived  from  the  enemy,  witli  a  lady  ou  board. 
Mho  bore  a  Iciiw  ((»  Ckn.  dates  from  Gen.  Burgoyne,  of 
which  I  shall  here  record  a  fac  simile,  [b]  in  honour  of  the 
aensibility  which  dictated  it,  and  as  a  testimony  of  that 
supreme  degree  of  fortitude^  resignation^  constancy  and 
aflN^tion,  which  is  most  A<equently  discovered  under  the 
most  tender  forms ;  and  I  will  add  from  my  own  obser- 
vation, and  I  do  it  with  lively  satisfaction,  that  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  those  duties  and  those  virtues  which  ornament 
and  sweeten  the  married  life;  in  every  trial  of  adversity, 
the  fair  and  feeble  sex  shew  themselves  superior  to  the 
lordly  animals  of  the  creation,  and  furnish  examples  of 
tranquil  firmness  and  rraolution  to  their  protectors. 

Major  Meni7  Dearborn,*  who  commanded  the  guards 
was  ordered  to  detain  the  flag  until  Che  morning ;  the 
iiiglit  bi  iii^  exceedingly  dark,  and  the  quality  of  the  lady 
unlcnown.  As  this  incident  has  been  grossly  misrepre- 
sented to  the  injury  of  the  American  character,  vviiich  in 
arms  is  that  of  courage,  clemency  and  humanity;  to  correct 
the  delusions  which  have  flowed  from  General  Burgoyne^  • 
pen,  who  although  the  vehicle,  could  not  have  been  the 
author,  of  the  calumny — I  am  authorised  by  General 
Dearborn  t^j  make  the  following  statement,  in  which 
I  place  entire  confidence.  His  guard  occupied  a  cabin, 

*  lAte  Major-geoeral  Dcftrborn* 
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Gates. 


Britith 

army  dis- 
covered 
ditfeneh' 
ed  on  the 
heights 
above  the 


in  which  there  was  a  hariL  apartment  appropriated  to  lua 
own  accommodation-:  tlie  party  on  board  the  boat  at* 

trarted  the  attention  of  the  sentim*!,  and  lie  had  not  hail- 
ed tt  n  minutes,  before  slic  struck  the.  slidre;  the  lady  was 
immediately  conveyed  into  the  apartment  oC  the  Major, 
which  hail  been  cleared  for  her  recaption ;  her  attendanta 
followed  with  her  bedding  and  neceasartes^  a  6re  waa 
made*  and  tier  mind  waa  relieved  from  the  harrare  whicib 
oppressed  it,  by  tlie  amuranra  of  her  hualiafid^s  safety ; 
she  took  tea,  and  was  ac rnmmodated  as  comfortably  as 
circumstanrts  would  permit,  and  tlie  next  mornine:  when 
1  visited  the  guard  before  nnnrise,  her  boat  had  put  off, 
and  was  floating  down  tlie  stream  to  our  camp,  where 
General  Gates,  whose  gallantry  will  not  be  deniedt  stood 
readjr  to  receive  her  with  all  the  tenderness  and  laspcct 
to  which  her  rank  and  condition  gave  bar  a  claim :  In* 
deed  the  feminine  figure,  the  benign  aspect,  and  polished 
manners  of  this  charmirij:;  woman,  were  alone  sufficient  to 
attract  the  sympathy  of  the  most  obdurate;  but  if  ano- 
ther m'^tive  couhl  liave  been  wanting  to  inspire  respect^ 
it  waa  furnished  by  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  Lsdj 
Harriet,  then  in  thai  moat  delteate  aitoation»  which  can- 
not foil  to  intereat  the  aoltcitadea  of  every  being  possess- 
ing the  form  and  feelings  of  a  man :  it  was  therefnra 
the  foulest  injustice  to  brand  an  American  officer  w  itli 
the  failure  ol  c^mi'tcHy,  where  it  \'.as  so  liighly  merited. 
Major  A(  kland  had  set  out  lor  Albany,  where  he  was 
joined  by  his  lady. 

The  9th  passed  without  other  casualty  than  the  recep- 
tion of  ftlly  or  sixty  Germans,  who  deserted  fh>m  the 
anemy,  and  from  whom  their  situation  waa  well  onder- 
stoed.  The  morning  of  the  lOtb  found  the  troops  still 
deficient  in  ])ro\isions;  it  rained,  and  the  urmy  did  not 
march  until  ihe  afternoon  :  our  front  r<  ;u  lied  Saratoga 
about  four  o'clock,  where  wc  discovered  the  British  army 
encamped  on  the  heights  beyond  the  Fish-kill,  General 
Fellowa'a  corps  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river,  and 
the  batteauz  of  the  enemy  at  the  month  of  (he  creek,  with 
a  fhtlgae  party  busily  employed  nnloadiog  and  convej  iu^ 
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their  contents  across  the  plain  to  llie  heights.  The  com*  CHAP, 
manding  officer  of  artillery,  Major  Stevens,  gallant,  fi-  ^^^[^^^^ 
gUanty  and  ready  to  improve  every  advantage,  ran  a 
couple  of  light  ptecea*  4owa  an  the  plain  aflar  tlie  rivert 
and  opemd  n  bnttery  upon  the  bitteeax  end  working 
partjr  nt  the  landingv  which  eoon  dlsperaed  it|  but  he 
drew  tlM  ire  of  the  enemy's  whole  perh  npon  him  trem 
the  heights,  which  obliged  liim  to  retire  after  the  loss  of 
a  tumbril,  wliirh  wah  blown  up  by  a  shot  from  theeiieaiy> 
and  caused  a  shuut  from  the  whole  British  army. 

The  army  took  a  position  In  the  wood  on  the  hei|^t8» 
in  set erai  lineOf  their  right  resting  on  tlie  hrow  of  the 
hiH,  abont  a  mile  in  rear  of  the  Fish.l(ill>  Colonel  Mor- 
gan being  in  front  and  near  the  chorch.  I  made  it  mj 
invariable  duty  personally  to  see  the  guards  and  pu:kct8 
of  thenii^ht  posted.  Having  performed  this  service,  I  re- 
turned to  Uic  Generai*8  quarters  about  11  o'clock,  which 
I  found  in  a  small  hovel,  about  ten  feet  square,  at  the 
foot  of  the  hiiif  ool  of  which  it  had  been  ]itrtially  d«g; 
the  floor  bad  been-  prepared  by  nature :  in  one  comer 
fimr  forke  with  cross  pieces,  8up[iorted  the  boards  wiiich 
received  the  GeneraPs  pallet,  and  in  another  some  clean 
straw  and  a  pair  bhuikcis,  with  my  saddle  for  n  jiillow, 
furnished  me  a  comiortablc  birth.  On  entering  i  found 
a  caadk  burning  on  a  small  camp  table,  and  the  General 
awake.  He  called  my  attention  to  an  order  which  lay 
npon  the  table.  I  do  not  And  this  order  recorded  in  my 
orderly  book,  bnt  it  was  of  the  foUowUig  eflbct :  The  General 
ormy  will  advance  at  reveiUc  to-morrow  morning ,  Mor-  ii^c  aj- 
^aw'i*  corpi  to  keep  the  heights  m  the  left,  and  Ulc  main  vancc  of 
body  to  inarch  on  t/ie  great  road  near  Utc  river.**  I  could 
not  approve  of  this  movement,  and  the  General  re- 
quired my  objections.  I  waa  of  opuuont « that  he  would 
commit  himsdf  lo  the  miemy  in  their  strong  position.'' 


*  The  late  Colonel  Frerman  of  the  arlillery,  was  then  a  subaltern, 
and  served  one  of  those  pieces  ;  his  lenf^h  of  service,  in  the  opinion 
of  President  Madiaon,  g-ave  him  a  claim  lo  a  discharge,  and  he  was 
accofdiogly  at  the  late  dcrani^eroent  thrown  aside  as  u&cle&s  lumber. 
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CHAP.  He  replied*   that  th^  were  already  oa  tiie  retreatf  and 
would  be  miles  ahead  of  ua  before  OMimin^.''   I  an* 

sweredy  « that  he  had  no  assurance  of  this,  and  tltai 
1  had  just  left  tUcir  guards  on  post  and  went  on  to 
ohserve,  **  tliat  with  subiniNbiuu  1  (  oi»ceived  we  ought 
to  recoiioitre,  before  the  army  marclied;  because  ahould 
we*  coatrary  to  bis  calculation*  ex|ilore  oor  way  through 
a  dense  fogt*  and  fail  in  witli  the  enemy  posted  behind 
their  intrenchments*  the  consequences  might  he  destruc- 
tive/' These  observations  apjicared  to  have  w^ght 
with  the  General,  he  ordered  ntc  to  rise  earlv  to  at- 
tend to  the  movement,  and  report  to  him ;  but  he  wouhl 
not  give  up  the  opinion  that  the  enemy  had  retreated* 
and  observed  **  it  was  natural  that  they  should  sacrifice 
guards  to  conceal  their  movements.*' 
wUk'm^on  I  WAS  On  horsebsck  before  reveillet  and  rode  directly 
reconnoi."  to  Colonel  Morgan's  position, ft  mile  in  advance;  but  be- 
fore I  readied  it  he  had  decamped,  and  with  some  diffi- 
culty had  crossed  the  Fish-kill  on  a  rait  of  loose  logs,  at 
tlie  foot  of  a  mill  pond  about  thrce-lbnrthsof  a  mile  above 
the  Saratoga  milts.  I  forded  the  creek  at  a  deep  aAd 
rapid  ford  just  below  the  dam,  and  aa  I  mounted  the  op- 
posite banky  heard  several  shot  in  my  front ;  the  fog  as 
usual  bein:^  so  thick  that  I  ( oiild  not  distinguish  objects 
at  twenty  paces.  I  {nf^sed  lor  ward  in  the  direction  of 
the  sound,  and  soon  fell  in  with  our  elite,  which  had  re- 
coiled ;  and  was  informed  by  Colonel  Morgan,  that  he 
was  advancing  agreeably  to  orders*  and  had  lyien  in 
with  a  picket  of  the  enemy,  by  whose  lire  he  had  lost  an 
officer  (a  Lieutenant  Harrison  I  think,)  and  two  privates. 
He  was  of  opinion,  the  main  body  of  the  enemy  had  not 
i^inved,  but  could  not  ascertain  the  iiut;  he  knew  the 
creek  was  in  his  rear,  disliked  his  situation,  and  was  de- 
sirous to  change  it,  but  was  a  stranger  to  the  ground.  1 
had  examined  it  during  the  retreat  of  the  army  in  Au- 
gustf  and  knew  that  a  turn  of  the  creek  would  render  hia 
situation  critical^  In  case  the  enemy  should  press  him.  I 


tre,  and 

ine<'U 

CoUmel 

Morgan 

retiring. 


•  Fo^werc  invariable  every  ujuiaing^,  except  when  il  rained. 
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therefore  advised  him  to  hu  line  to  his  lift,  anil  tiirow  his  CHAP* 
corps  into  air,  anil  promised  to  support  hrm  with  two 
brigades.  I  hastened  tci  head  quarters,  reported  to  the 
General*  and  received  imtructions  to  order  Fatter8on*ft 
and  Leamed'e  brigades  to  sttp|H»rt  Morgan*  Having 
perfermed  this  difty»  and  conducted  General  Learned* 
across  the  creek,  I  returned  to  the  main  column  in  the 
road,  which  had  halted  near  the  terjniiiation  of  tlie  sliarp 
ridjE^e  on  the  !♦•!>,  between  thi  (  hiirch  .md  Gciieial  Schuy- 
ler's house;  i  round  Brigadier -generals  Nixon  and  Glover 
and  Major  Stevens  at  the  head  of  the  troo|)s.  On  inquiring 
thft  canae  of  tbe  haltf  Glover  observed  Ibey  were  waiting 
for  gaides  to  coadoct  then  across  the  creek.  1  proffered' 
mf  services^  and  at  this  instant  Miyor  Pierce^  an  ald-de* 
caiiip  ol  General  Gates,  rode  up  to  me,  to  say  from  the 
General,  "that  the  troops  must  immt diatcly  cross  the  Troops or- 
creek,  or  i*eturn  to  tlieir  cainp/'  1  t'elt  the  critical  im-  ^^^j^s  the 
portance  of  the  movement  we  were  making  in  Uie  darky  ^  >si)-k:ii, 
for  the  fog  still  continned;  I  feared  the  conseqoenccs»tocafBp. 
trembled  for  my  general*  and  was  vexed  at  bis  absence. 
In  this  toniult  of  the  passions,  I  returned  an  hasty  an- 
swer: "Tell  the  General,  tliat  his  own  fame  and  the  in- 
terests of  the  raiise  are  at  hazard;  that  his  i)rescnce  is 
necessary  with  the  troops. "  As  I  led  ofT  the  coliiimi  Ma- 
jor Stevens  oti'cred  to  accompany  uie^  and  we  proceeded 
towards  the  ford»  between  the  mills  and  the  site  of  old 
Fort  Lawrence,  near  the  month  of  the  creek»  followed  by 
an  advanced  guard  of  Afty  men,  under  the  command  of, 
I  think.  Captain  Goodalef  of  Futnam^s  i^i^iment,  the  fog 
being  still  exceetling  thick;  we  were  <Iac<  by  a  path 
to  the  ford,  and  entered  the  creek  some  distaiK c  ahead 
of  the  guard;  our  hoi-ses  liad  halted  to  drinks  and  in 
leaning  down  on  the  neck  of  my  own,  I  cast  my  eyes  up 

•  He  was  junior  to  Pattfifson^  bvtthe  latter  wm  general  officer  of 
the  day,  and  tber«fore  Learned  commanded  the  two  brigades*  m  both 
the  major.generait  were  wounded. 

'  t  Tbia  gallant  soldier,  and  virtnooa  citizen,  migrated  to  the  Ohio 
after  the  peace*  actikd  near  nelpr€,  and  waa  murdered  by  the  In- 
diaof. 
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CHAP,  to  the  opfiositB  bank»  and  throogli  the  fog  diseovered  a 

^^^^^^1^]^  pai'ij  oi  iticn  in  motion.    I  whispered  to  my  companion ; 
Wilkinson      !^>»^'>  n  inccl  iij>  our  liarses,  and  turned  about,  a  rip- 
discovers  pie  ill  the  water  concealing  the  noise  of  our  novenicnt. 
tlweoemy.  ^oodalc  had  just  approached  the  bank  of  the  creek :  1 
directed  htoi  to  the  enemy*  and  ordered  him  to  charge^ 
which  he  did  with  reaolutiont  and  roshin^  upon  them  be- 
fore tiiejr  discovered  bim»  he  took  a  reconnoitrings  party 
of  a  flobalteni  and  thii*ty-(ive  men,  w  ithout  a  shot,  t'njni 
whom  I  learnt  the  arnj  v     the  enemy  were  on  post.  Tlie 
front  of  the  column  had  by  tliis  time  crossed  the  crecky 
the  General  was  a  mOe  off;  and  I  had  no  anthority  to 
check  the  movement;  twelve  or  Afleen  hendred  men  had 
passed^  when  the  fog  was  snddenlj  disperaedy  and  we 
Krmy^B    beheld  the  Brttieh  army  nnder  arms;  their  park  tn  onr 
discover-  front,  and  our  le  ft  exposed  to  tlicii*  centre;  a  litavv  lUo 
*  "    'of  artillery  und  small  arms  was  immediately  opened 
on  iiR)  and  our  troops  unexpectedly  attacked  in  flank  and 
fronty  broke  and  retreated  over  the  creek  in  ^reat  dis- 
order. A  standing  order  bad  been  issued  the  day  befS»re» 
iHth  a  view  to  the  most  prompt  cooperation  of  onr  whole 
force,  viz.  «  Jltat  tfi  ease  of  or  attaek  agmn$i  any  pointf 
whether  fronifjlonk  or  rear,  the  troops  are  to  fall  on  the  ene- 
my at  all  quartern.*^  Wc  had  not  yet  heard  from  tlie  corps 
of  General  Learned,  and  it  occurred  to  me,  that,  deceived 
by  the  firing  on  our  right,  he  might  be  led  into  a  disad- 
vautageons  attack*  I  instantly  clapped  spurs  to  my  honey 
crossed  the  creek  at  the  ford  below  the  mill  damy  and 
reached  the  front  of  the  two  bric^ade^,  at  about  two  boa* 
dred  yards  From  Bur::^ov  nc's  strongest  post,  on  the  ci*own 
of  the  liill  west  of  the  ci-eek,  which  was  occupied  by  the 
grcnadtersy  light  infantry,  and  other  cor[)s.    The  troops 
were  advancing  by  Oles  from  the  right  of  platoons,  and 
had  just  entered  the  ground  which  had  been  cleared  off 
bj  the  enemy,  in  ifront  of  their  rf trencbment*  which  was 
abbatised.   If  I  bad  been  three  minutes  later,  onr  left 
wing  would  have  been  ojigaged  under  every  dihudvan- 
tagc,  at  the  time  the  right  had  e^iven  way,  and  the  conse- 
quences might  have  been  calamitous^   I  louod  General 
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Learned  near  tlie  c<ntre,  and  begged  him  to  Ijali,  whii  h  CHAP, 
was  iiiuuediatel^  done,  by  passing  the  word  to  the  right  JJ^*Il 
and  li  ft.    1  then  ubfiened  to  biiD»  that  «he  must  re- ^^^^irT!!!! 
treat."  He  asked  me*  •*  Have  yoa  orderaT'  1  abawer^  f^^x^  f^o- 
ed  liiv,    1  bave  not,  as  the  exigency  of  the  case  did  imt     1  bru' 
aNow  me  time  to  see  General  Gates.'*   He  observed,  on 
**  Our  biTtliren  ai*e  engaged  on  the  right,  and  the  stand-  amUonty, 
ifii;  oi  tii-r  is  to  attack.**    I  iofomuMl  him  ««  our  troops  on 
the  right  have  retii^ed,  and  the  tire  you  .hear  ia  fniiu 
the  enemji*'  and  I  addedy  <«  although  I  have  no  orders  * 
for  jroar  retreat*  I  pledge  my  life  for  the  GcneraPs  ap- 
probation.*'  Bj  this  time  sevei-at  field  ofllcers  had  Join- 
ed wh  and  among  ibem  I  remember  Lieotenant-coloneis 
Brooks*  and  Tupper«  who  approved  the  proposition,  and 
General  Lianmi  iirconUd:  it  tlu'n  became. a  fjucstion 
how  we  bliotild.  retire,  and  it  was  a.j;iTed  as  the  most 
prompt  a'lid  least  exposed  movement,  to  come  to  the 
right  about*  and  march  by  the  left  Tlie  enemy  were 
vatcliing  our  motions  witli  shouldered  arms;  and  the 
moment  the  troops  came  abontf  they  opened  upon  us  with  enemy 
tlieir  artillery  and  small  arms,  and  killed  an  officer  and  ?P*" 

ntf  upon 

several  umi,  before  we  were  masked  by  tlic  wood.    1  he  ihi  iwo 
two  briijjades  fell  back  about  lialf  a  mile  to  a  field,  where  J^l^fj*^ 
tbcy  took  a  stnmg  position,  which  they  fortified  apd  held  changrin; 
until  the  surrender  of  the  British  army;  Moigin^s  corps  l^^^- 
being  on  their  left*  and*  attended  in  rear  of  the  enemy's 
right:  the  brigades  of  Glover  and  Nizon  after  their  re- 
pulse resumed  their  positions  on  the  heights  west  of  the 
great  road;  and  the  remainder  of  the  11th  and  the  whole 
of  the  12th  and  13th  passed  without  any  notable  occur- 
renoc»  except  affairs  of  pickets  and  several  brisk  can- 
Bonadrsy  unless  the  augmentation  of  oor  militia  force  from 
aM  quarters*  and  the  folb>ving  eorrespondence  between 
General  Gates  and  General  Buvgoyney  may  be  so  con-  ^ 

sidercd. 

*  GofernorofMafitchuJcttt. 
TOft.  f •  (Do* 


f  • 
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VI! 


«<  SamUoga,  OcL  iSOh,  ±777. 


Sir, 


«l  liad  tlic  lionotir  to  receive  your  cxc<  Ih  uc> 's  letter 
hy  Lady  Ackland.  The  respect  due  Ui  her  ladyship's 
TOlkt  tiie  tenderness-  due  to  her  person  and  sex»  were 
alone  snfficimt  reooiiiiiiendations»  to  entitle  her  to  my 
protection  j  and  considering  my  preceding  conduct*  with 
respect  to  those  of  your  army»  whom  the  fortune  of  war 
*  has  placed  in  my  hands,  1  am  surprised  your  excellency, 
shoifid  think,  that  1  could  consider  tiie  greatest  attention 
to  Lady  Ackland  in  tlie  iic^ht  of  an  oblitration. 

The  cruelties  witich  mark  tiic  retreai  of  your  army> 
<  in  burning  the  gentlemens*  and  farmers'  houses  as  it 
passed  along»  is  almnstt  among  civilised  nationSt  withont 
precedent;  thej  should  not  endeavour  to  ruin  those  thej 
could  not  conquer;  their  conduct  hetrays  more  oT  the  vin- 
dictive nmiic€  of  a  monk  than  the  i^cnerosity  of  a  soldier. 

<•  Your  friend  Sir  Francis  Clark,  by  the  iiifui  iit  uiou  of 
Doctor  Potts,  the  director-general  of  my  hospital,  ian- 
gnishes  under  a  Tory  dangerous  wound,  every  sort  of  ^ 
tendemess  and  attention  is  paid  to  him,  as  well  as  to  all 
the  wounded,  who  have  fidlen  into  my  hands,  and  the 
hospital  which  you  was  necessitated  to  leave  to  my  mercy. 

"  At  tlie  solicitation  of  Major  Williams,  1  am  pwvail- 
ed  upon  tu  offer  him  iimi  Major  Milborn  in  excban^ 
for  Colonel  Ethan  Allen*  Your  objections  to  my  last 
froposals  for  the  aichai^a  of  Coionei  £than  Allen,  I 
must  consider  an  trifling,  as  I  cannot  but  suppose  that  the 
Generals  of  the  Royal  Annies  act  in  equal  concert,  with 
those  of  the  Generals  of  the  Armies  of  the  United  States. 

««  Tlie  bearer  delivers  ;i  miaibcr  of  letters  from  the  offi. 
(^ra  of  your  army,  taken  prisoners  in  the  action  of  the 
7Ui  in«tant 


I  am.  Sir,  &r. 


rSfgne*!) 
^  QimnA  BurgoyneJ 


HORATIO  GAT£S. 


ijiyiiizeQ  by  GoOgle 

4 


GENERAjL  WILKINflON. 


CH.VP. 

«  SariOogat  Oct.  IM,  1777.       2  '^- 
"^'Lientemml-geBeral  ftni^yiM  pretenlB  his  CMpli*^"^^^ 
Bents  to  Major-gvnml  Gates*  and  will  aead  an  aaawir 
to  hSs  letter  vith  Hie  eftoers'  teifgage  as  soon  as  possibk." 

1  sliail  coiiciude  tliis  chapter  with  the  following  extract 
fWim  a  narrative  published  in  the  German  language  at 
Berliiif  in  1800.  it  is  from  the  pea  of  the  amiable,  tha 
accomplished  and  dignified  Barsnssa  fieideselv  wImmo 
chaming  blue  ejes>  I  have  more  than  ones  seoB  bedswai 
with  tears  at  tKe  rerltal  of  ber  suflbrings.  This  ladj 
with  two  intaiil  claldi cn  accompanied  her  husband  Major- 
general  the  Bai^un  Reidesel  from  Germany  to  England, 
from  England  to  Canada,  and  from  the  last  place  to  the 
termination  of  General  Burgoyae's  campaign*  in  which 
she  soffered  mors  than  the  horrors  of  the  grave  in  their 
most  frigbtfal  aspect;  aa  impsribel  trandatba  doea  not 
render  jtistleo  to  the  sljte  of  Madam  Beideaelf  hat  tha 
artless  iutei  estiiii^  talc  furnishes  strong  proof  of  its  au* 
thentif  ity.  I  trust  I  shall  be  pardoned  for  presenting 
it  to  my  fair  readers,  and  whilst  it  serves  to  explaia 
and  wind  op  some  of  the  distressing  scenes,  which 
were  passing  in  the  enemy^s  camp,  at  and  aftsr  tha 
actions  I  have  been  deacrlhing*  H  fiinushes  a  gMmpsa 
of  the  horrors  of  war.  I  trust  it  may  warn  my  charm* 
ing  countrymen  against  the  miseries,  to  which  the  high- 
ly accomplished  uuthoress,  and  her  interesting  friend 
and  fellow  sufferer,  l.ady  Harriet  Ackland,  were  so  im- 
minently exposed.  Would  to  heaven  that  it  might  produce 
another  efibct,  which  1  consider  vitally  esssoftial  to  the 
permanent  traaqailllty  of  these  stetes ;  were  my  honour, 
ed  countiy women  to  consnit  patriot  dotgr  and  peffsonsl 
happiness,  th^  woaM  avert  their  eyes  from  and  shat  their 
eai  B  to 

«  The  neigbing  steed  and  the  loud  trump. 

The  spirit  stirring  dram,  and  the  shrill  ftfSf 
M  The  royal  hanner»  and  all  qaalityy 
^  Fkide,  pomp  and  clrcamstaaea  of  gferions  war*'^ 
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CHAP.  Anil  then  no  more  would  exterior  trappings  and  a  flip- 
pant  air,  ^ctluce  the  heart  from  tlie  ccuitcniplaiirui  of  the 
social  virtues,  of  inijiroved  ttnflcrstaiMlir.i^  and  rrrineii 
senaibtlity;  robbed  of  their  pbaise  and  their  pat&oa  age» 
the  overwMmiDg  thirst  fiiir-  military  gh>ry  would  be  al- 
Iftyody.aiid  ezceUence  In  tlie  morr  solid  and  useful  jnirsuitB 
bfcl?!!  life*  would  excite  tlie  rlv«li7  of  the  rising  genem- 
tion ;  and  the  e^reat  cause  of  morality  and  rrl i  i  on  would  be 
prMmt»tcd,  to  siij)port  llic  cou.slituuon  of  our  rountry  ; 
ami  to  tlie  lion  our  of  the  American  iair  it  might  be  said, 
that  they  tamed 

«  —  tlte  spirit  of  wild  war, 

"  Tliat  like  a  linn  fostcnul  up  at  hand, 
It  may  lie  gently  at  the  foot  of  peace." 

Extract  from  the  liaroMss  ReidescPs  JSTarralive* 

«  As  we  had  to  march  still  further,  I  ordered  a  large 
calash  to  be  built  capable  of  holding  my  three  children^ 
myself  and  two  female  servantSt  in  this  manner  we  mor* 
ed  with  the  army  In  the  midst  of  the  soldiery  who  vere 
very  merryt  singing  songs  and  panting' for  action.  We  . 
had  to  travel  thron )^h  almost  impassable  woods  and  a  most 
picturesque  and  bi  autilui  country,  \vhi(  h  was  ahiouioned 
by  its  inhabitants  wl»o  liad  n  paircd  to  the  slinwiard  of 
General  Gates;  they  added  much  to  his  strength,  as  the/ 
were  all  good  marksoien  and  fitted  by  habit  (or  the  ape* 
cies  of  warfiire»  the  contending  parties  were  then  engag'^ 
ed  In— and  the  love  of  their  country  Inspired  them  with 
more  than  ordinary  courage.  The  armj  had  shortly  to 
encamp :  1  genrrally  remained  about  an  hour's  march  in 
the  r6ar,  uiicre  I  rcrerved  daily  visits  i'rmu  my  liusband; 
the  army  was  frequently  engaged  in  small  affairs,  but 
nothing  of  importance  toolL  place ;  and  as  the  season  was 
getting  coldy  Major  Williams  of  tlie  artillery  projiosed  to 
have  a  house  built  for  me  with  a  chimney»  observing  that 
it  would  not  cost  more  than  5  or  6  guineas,  and  that  the 
frequent  change  of  quarters  was  very  inconvenient  to  me, 
it  was  accordingly  built,  and  was  called  the  Block  kouse. 
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fVom  its  aqiiare  Ibrm  and  the  raemblaiice  it  bore  to  those  chap. 
buildings. 

**  Qn  the  19th  September  an  afihir  happened*  which» 
4d(hotig:h  it  turned  out  to  our  advantage,  yet  obliged  ns 
to  halt  at  a  place  called  Freeman's  farm ;  1  was  an  eye 
witness  to  the  whole  affair,  and  as  my  hushand  was  en- 
gaged in  ity  I  %vas  full  of  anxiety  and  trembled  at  every 
ahot  I  liearil ;  1  saw  a  great  number  of  the  wounded,  and 
what  added  to  the  distresa  of  the  scene,  three  of  then 
were  brought  into  the  home  in  which  1  tookahelter;  one 
waa  a  Major  Haroage  of  the  6Sd  British  regtaient»  the 
husband  of  a  lady  of  my  arquaintance,  another  was  a 
Lieutenant  married  to  a  hv\y,  with  whom  f  had  the  ho- 
nour to  be  on  term*)  of  intimacy,  and  the  third  was  an 
officer  of  the  name  of  Young. 

In  a  short  time  afterwards  I  lieard  groans  proceed- 
ing from  a  room  near  mine,  and  Itnew  they  must  have 
been  occariooed  by  the  sufbrlngs  of  the  last  mentioned 
officer,  who  lay  writhing  In  his  wounds. 

His  monrnCuI  situation  intiTCHtcd  me  itiucli,  and  the 
more  so,  hcrauso  the  recollccli<»!j  of  niaiiv  polite  atten- 
tions, received  trom  a  family  of  Uiat  name  during  my 
visit  to  England,  was  still  forcibly  impressed  on  my 
mind.  1  sent  to  him  and  begged  him  to  accept  my  best 
services,  and  afterwards  fomished  him  with  food  and 
relVeshments;  he  eipressed  a  great  desire  to  see  nie,  po- 
litely calling  me  his  benefactress.  I  arrordingly  visited 
him,  and  found  him  lying  on  a  iiiUi'  blraw,  ci.s  iip  had  lust 
his  (qiiij>agc.  He  was  a  young  man  18  or  19  years  of 
age,  and  really  the  beloved  nephew  of  the  Mr.  Young, 
the  head  of  the  family  I  have  mentioned,  and  the  only 
-son  of  his  parents.  This  last  circumstance  waa  what  he 
lamented  most,  aa  to  his  pain  lie  thought  lightly  of  it 
Ho  had  lost  much  blood,  and  it  was  thought  necessary'  to 
amputate  the  leg,  but  this  he  would  not  consent  to,  and  of 
course  a  mortitication  took  place.  I  sent  iiim  cushions 
and  coverings,  and  my  female  friends  sent  him  a  mat* 
tresa.  >  I  redoubled  my  attention  to  him  and  visited  him 
every  dayt  for  which  1  received  a  thousand  wishes  Ibr  my 
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CHAP  happiness.  At  !;ist  his  limb  was  amputated,  but  it  was 
y*J;  too  taLe»  and  he  died  the  foilowiug  day.  As  he  lay  in  tlic 
next  room  to  tnp,  and  the  partitioii  was  wwy  thint  I  dm- 
tinctly  beard  his  last  sigh,  when  his  immortal  part  quit* 
ting  its  frail  tenement*  and  I  trusty  winged  its  way  to  tha 
mansions  of  eternal  bliss. 

"  B«it  severe  trials  awaited  us,  and  on  the  7th  Ortobci'^ 
our  misfortunes  bes;nn  ;  I  was  at  breaklasi  with  my  lius- 
bandy  and  licard  tiiat  something  was  intended.  On  the 
same  day  I  exjtected  Generals  Burgoyne»  PhUii|is  and 
Fraser  to  dine  with  us*  I  saw  a  great  movement  among 
the  troops  |  my  husband  told  me,  it  was  merely  a  rccon- 
noissance,  which  gave  me  no  concern  as  it  often  happened* 
I  walked  out  of  the  house  ami  met  several  In«)ians  in 
their  war  dresses,  with  i^uiis  in  their  liands.  When  I 
asked  t!iem  where  they  were  i^inpj,  they  cried  out  War! 
War !  (meaning  that  they  were  going  to  battle.)  This  ikll- 
et!  me  with  apprehension*  and  1  had  scarcely  got  homef 
before  I  heard  reports  of  cannon  and  musketry  which 
grew  louder  by  dcgreeSf  tiU  at  last  the  noise  became  ex- 
ccssive.  About  4  o^clock  in  tlie  afternoon,  Instead  of  the 
gui  sLs  wlium  I  expected,  General  Krastr  was  hrou^^ht  on 
a  Utter  mortally  wounded.  Tlu^  table,  whi(  h  was  alrea- 
dy set,  was  instantly  removed,  and  a  bed  placed  in  its 
'  stead  for  tiie  wounded  General.  I  sat  trembling  in  a 
corner;  tlie  noise  grew  louder  and  the  alarm  increased; 
the  thought  that  my  husband  mig^t  perhaps  he  brought 
in,  wounded  in  tfie  same  manner,  was  terrible  to  me,  and 
distressed  nii'  exceedingly.  General  Fraser  said  to  the 
*5iiri;eon,  tell  nu  if  my  wound  is  marto/,  do  rwt  Jlatter 
me."  The  bull  bad  passed  through  lus  body,  and  unhap- 
pily  for  the  General*  he  had  eaten  a  very  hearty*  break- 
fast* by  which  the  stomach  was  distended*  and  the  bailf 
as  the  surgeon  said*  had  passed  through  it.  I  lieard  liin . 
often  exclaim  with  a  sfgh,  «0h  vatai.  ambitioit!  Pooft 
Geneijai.  BuRGOi'Mi  I  Oil  M¥  POOR  WIFE  He  was 
asked  if  he  had  any  request  to  make,  to  which  he  replied, 
that  «  If  GfilCBHAi.  BUBOOTHE  WOUIil  P£EM1T  IT,  il£ 
SH09^ UKE  TO  BB  BVBIBB  AT dO^&OCK  UT  T«B  BTBK- 
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ING  ON  THE  TOP  OP  A  MOt  .N  i  AiX,  IN  A  REDOUBT  WHICH  CHAl». 

Vll 

HAS  B££N  BUILT  TJUJuL**    i  liid  iiot  knuw  vvlurli  way 
to  turn*  all  the  other  rooms  were  full  uf  sirk.  Towards 
ereotng  I  saw  my  husband  comiagt  then  I  forgot  all  mjr 
sorrows  and  tbankMl  God  that  he  was  spared  to  me*  He  - 
ale  in  s;rpat  haste  with  me  and  his  aid-de-camp  behinri  the 

•  Jiiiuse,  We  had  been  told  tliat  wc  had  the  advantai^e  of 
the  em'my»  but  the  sorrowful  faces  1  heiield  told  a  diffcit- 
W  tale»  and  before  my  husband  went  away  he  took  me 
on  one  side»  and  said  trtry  thing  was  going  very  bad, 
that  I  must  keep  myself  in  readiness  to  leave  the  place^ 
but  not  to  mention  it  to  any  one.  I  made  tlie  pretence 
that  I  would  move  the  next  morning  into  my  new  house, 
and  had  every  thing  packed  up  ready. 

Lady  U.  Ackland  had  a  tent  not  far  from  our  house, 
in  this  she  slept,  and  the  rest  of  tiie  day  she  was  in  the 
icanpk  All  of  a  sudden,  a  man  came  to  tell  her  that  her 
husband  was  mortallj  wounded  and  taken  prisoner  |  on 
bearing  this  she  became  very  miserable,  we  comforted 
her  by  tolling  her, that  llie  wound  was  only  slight,  and  at 
the  same  time  advised  her  to  go  over  to  licp  husband,  to  do 

,  which  she  would  certainly  obtain  permission,  and  then 
slie  could  attend  him  Iierself ;  she  was  a  ciiarming  woman 
and  veiy  fond  of  him*  J  spent  much  of  the  night  in  com- 
forting her,  and  then  went  again  to  my  children  whom  I 
bad  put  to  bed.  I  cooM  not  go  to  sleep,  as  I  had  General 
Fraserand  all  the  other  wounded  gentlemen  in  my  l  uam, 
and  I  was  sadly  iifi  aid  my  children  would  awake  and  by 
their  crying,  disturb  the  dying  man  in  his  last  moments, 
who  often  addressed  me  and  aprdogised  for  the  trouble 
he  govt  me»*'  About  S  o^dock  in  the  morning  1  was  told 
lie  could  not  bcdd  out  much  longer  |  I  bad  desired  to  be 
Informed  of 'the  near  approach  of  this  sad  crisis^  and  I 
then  wrapped  up  my  children  in  their  clothes,  and  went 
with  tfRin  into  tlio  room  below.  About  8  o'clock  in  the 
nioi  niiii:;  he  died.  After  he  was  laid  out  and  hi.*?  corpse 
wrapped  up  in  a  sheet,  we  came  again  into  the  room,  and 
had  this  sorrowful  sight  before  us  the  whole  day,  and  to 
add  to  the  melanchol j  sceae^  almost  every  moment  some 
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CH  AP.   olRrcr  of  my  arntiaintance  was  brought  in  wounded.  The 

VII 

^^/^  cannonade  commenced  again ;  a  retreat  was  spoken  of» 
.but  not  tlic  smailrst  moiion  was  made  towards  it.  About 
4  o'clock  in  tbe  afternoon  I  sa'v  tbe  house  which  bad  just 
been  bitilt  for  me  In  flames^  and  tlie  enemy  was  now  not 
far  oflT,    We  knew  that  General  Burf^oync  would  not  rc- 
lusc  tlic  last  requestor  General  Fniscr,  tliougli  by  liis  ac-  « 
ceding  to  it,  an  unnecessary  delay  was  occaKioncd,  by 
ulnch  the  inconvenience  of  tiie  army  wtis  much  increas- 
ed* At  6  o'clock  tbe  corpse  was  brought  out»  and  we  saw. 
all  tbe  Generals  attend  it  to  tbe  mountain  $  the  cliaplain> 
Mr.  Brudenelly  performed  tlie  funeral  servire,  rendered 
unnsually  Sftlemn  and  awftil  from  Its  being  accom* 
panied  by  const.int  peals  frfjm  tiie  enemy's  artillery. 
Many  cannon  balls  Hew  close  bv  me,  but  I  had  mv  eves 
directed  towards  the  mountain,*  where  my  husband  was 
standing*  amidst  the  fire  of  the  eaemyi  and  of  course^  I 
could  not  think  of  my  own  danger. 

M  General  Gales  afterwards  said»  tliat  if  be  had  known 
it  had  been  a  funeral  he  would  not  have  permitted  it  to  be 
15 red  on.'* 


•  The  hcighf  oroupit'fl  by  nnrc^oync  on  the  18th,  which  ran  panl* 
Icl  wUU  ibc  river  until  it  approached  General  Gates's  camp. 
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Vomniunicaiion  belween  General  Bursmmt  and  General  CHAP. 

VIIL 

Gates^^Cohnel  fyUkmaon  meeU  Vie  British  major^  \_^-\r^ 
Kingston^  al  tht  miwMced  posts,  and  cmducts  him  to 

Fmei  to  ^  am  M  acyMaiiifai«a..-Jterfr  a  mM$ge 
from  Oeneni  Burgoifnef  and  rteeroet  Qmtertd  G0M9 

proposals  in  return, — Conversation  which  ensuciL—Ifc  is 
escorted  back  to  tlie  advanctd  post, — Colonel  Jf  Ukmsoti 
suggests  to  General  Gates  tin  advantage  Itc  has  given  tlit 
enem^f  Ihf  being  first  to  masm  the  groomdo  of  mrrMd^r. 
-^Otmorol  QiUe^s  rop^hf^^^^gt^  XUigsiom  rttwm  with 
0  JUig, — Coimter  fn§atal9  mado  Ay  QomonA  Bmrgopit^ 
mod  Btomded  to  Ay  Qomoni  Oola.— Catonel  HUIUfiioii 
mod  €eomd  Whipple  appohiM  to  moot  Liiutommt-eotonH 
Sutherland  and  Colonel  Craig,  to  draw  up  a  conveiifioji. 
^They  form  articiest  'ivhii  h  are  approved  by  their  re-  • 
speclive  gcncraU^^Captam  Craig's  Utter  oj  the  XBth  to 

moBsage  of  the  ±M  to  ttooond  Ctoko^^'WUkmiais  milfto-  . 
Hoed  to  mmooF  if,  JIftgfi  Gtwemk  Bnri;oijnor  mitlps, 
Jiddesel,  Hamilton,  Gall  awl  Specht^High  military  cka^ 

ractersofthe  British  ofjicerst  contrasted  iviih  IFilkinson^s 
inexperknce, — Conversation  helwecn  Oenernl  Rurgoyne 
mod  CoUmd  fFilkinson, — The  truce  disaotvedi/^fViUHnson 
fvftre0«i»-Jk  teoaUed^ — Genend  Mw^Offm  asks  tkoo  to 
eonooU  Mb  ^eon^Thit  io  grantid^WUkmoon  wmUo 
the  ftioU  at  Uio  Smeriean  peket^^  meoBenger  from 
Otnortd  Qates,  by  whom  ho  trcnomitB  a  Arte/'  aeoeunt  of 
his  procudings, — Tfie  truce  expires. — I'lie  British  Lieu" 
tenant-colonel  Sutherland  crosses  the  creek, — ConversO' 
lion  bettoeen  him  and  fVilkinson, — He  returns  with  Cap-- 
tain  Cndgj's  UUer^Impatience  of  Oenernl  Gates  at  the 
detag^^^CoKoowiion  tB  oigned,  joUh  an  addUiomd  arttdOp 
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.  speciJicaUy  including  Gmeral  Burgoyne. — Wilkinson  pre- 

sents  the  convention  to  Generui  Gates,  who  assents  to  tfie 
additional  arUcU^-^Ttie  convention  and  Jidd  return  of  th^ 
fircu  wkkh  iwreiid$rcd.^Befiectum  cm  the  eoKceniunu 
m^hdmM  cftralsume  of  the  eiraf»  in  the  event  of  U» 
eomeiUien  net  being  tignedi/^~Jibetii^  hettoeen  Benenie 
Burgoyne  and  Oatee^His  staff  is  Mrodneed  to  the  tai' 
ter»'^WUUinsun,  sinliing  under  distasc,  is  conveyed  to 
Many, — In  this  state  is  despatclied  to  Congress^  with 
the  convention, — General  Gates's  letter  to  President  Ban' 
coekf  of  I8th  jy&v,  1777. — WiUdneon  proceeds  on  hisjowr^ 
«ey.— Jbacto  Saeton,  where  he  mute  J}r*  8hippen  and 
«tfFt.  '  >  9  ttnd  hae  a  eemfereaOan  tetpet^xng  Generot 
Comwafe  letter^Me  inierview  vnth  OenendJUifUM  ai 
Rcading,^Conway*s  letter  again  mentiomd,~^Anrives  at 
Congress f  and  delivers  his  despatches. — Has  an  audience 
of  UuU  honourable  body, — Perceives  a  disposition  in  cer- 
tain membere  to  dMprtdate  the  importance  of  (A«  conveii- 
■  Honhf^IMermnee  to  defeat  their  ptan^Framee  a  met* 
eage  fiem  Oenerel  Oatee  to  CongreeSf  which  he  deHvere 
with  tttftJry  documcfde  to  the  hauae^'-^Beeevoee  the  hreoet 
^  ofbrigaSeiF-generaL — Bete  etU  to  the  grnni  army, — CtUte 
tit  Heading,  and  spends  some  days  therc^Ckaracfer  of 
Edward  Biddle,  esq*  and  of  Mexander  Graydon. —  Visits 
the  camp  at  Hliite  Marsh, — Reception  by  General  Wash" 
ington — Interview  with  General  CenToaym'w^MTrative 
^  the  BarmnBee  Badeset  eonHnmed^ 

CUAF.        RBTuwraro  to  oar  liorel  on  the  niglit  of  the  IStb, 

VnU  after  posting  the  guai*ds,  the  General,  who  bad  been 
^^^^^^^  asleep,  awoke>  ^ad  desired  me  to  read  the  following 

pondence  UOteS* 
between 


**  October  lUthf  1777. 


Genera! 
Dur  go  jrac. 


Gates  and  m  lieiiteiiaiit-geiieral  Burgoyne  is  desirous  of  sending 
a  Held  officer  to  Major-genersl  Gatesf  upon  a  matter  of 
higii  moment  to  both  armies;  The  Lieutenant-general 

requests  to  be  inturaied  at  what  time  General  Grates  will 
receive  biin  to-morrow  morning. 
«<  ^jor-general  Qateet" 
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CRAF. 

«  Oct  1M»  1777.  w'v^ 

<<  Mi^or-gcneral  Gates  will  receivt!  a  field  ofiicer  from 
Lieutenant-general  Burgoyne^  at  the  advanced  post  of 
tbe  tamj  of  tbe  Uftitad  States,  at  10  o'clock  to-morrow 
inoniiiig>^  from  whence  he*  will  be  conducted  to  head  ^ 
qoartere* 

^  laeuUnmU'general  Biirgoyne^^ 

After  the  perusal  of  them,  I  asked  him  whether  he  had 
not  condescended  improperly  in  agreeing  to  receive  the 
deputjr  of  his  adversary  at  his  head  quarters^  within  bis 
guards*  and  between  the  lines  of  his  amy?  Aller-a  mi* 
nutto'ii  reflection  he  replied*  Ton  arc  right*  yonng  man  | 
I  was  bastj $  bat  what's  to  he  done?**  <«I  wlU  meet  tho 
flag/'  said  h  ^*  and  endeavour  to  draw  the  message  from 
the  oflSccr ;  but  if  he  claims  your  engat^cment,  he  must 
be  admitted.'*  *«  Agreed,"  said  he,  *'  do  so and  at  tho 
hour  appointed  I  repaired  to  the  advanced  post>  accom* 
panied  by  Mr*  Henry  Livingston**  of  the  Upper  Manor 
on  the  Hndson's  river*  The  bridge  across  the  Flsh-lufl 
had  been  destroyed,  but  tbe  sleepers  remained*  We  did 
not  wait  many  minutes  before  the  chamade  was  beat  at 
the  advanced  guard  of  the  enemy,  and  an  officer  descend*  WilklnsQa 
ing  the  hill,  stepped  across  the  creek  on  one  of  the  sleep-  ^J^jJ*** 
era  of  Uie  late  bridge ;  it  was  •<  Aiajor  Kingston,  with  a  Mujor 
message  from  Lieutenant-general  fiur£;oyDe  to  Major-  J^"^^" 
general  Gates**'  I  named  to  him  «  Cdonel  Wilkinst^,  advanctA 
on  tbe  part  of  General  Gates*  to  receive  the  message*** 
He  paused  a  moment*  pulled  out  a  paper*  looked  at  % 
and  observed,  My  orders  direct  me  to  Major-general 
Gates.**  It  is  to  save  time  and  trouble  that  I  am  au* 
thorised  to  receive  the  message  you  bear.**  He  then  took 
General  Gates's  note  to  General  Burgoyne  Irom  his 
pocket*  lead  It*  and  said  ^General  Gates  hss  agreed  to 
receive  the  message,  and  I  am  not  authorised  to  deliver 

*  Since  a  in»jor^iienlH>f  the  militia  nf  New  Torh. 
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CHAP,  ii^o  aiij  oilier  person."  «*  Weil  then,  Sir,  you  muatsu^ 
mk  to  be  hood-winked.^  He  affected  to  start  at  the  pro- 
position*  and  obieGted»  on  the  grouod  of  its  being  an  in- 
digni^ :  I  could  bnt  smile  mt  the  eiqprasloBf  snd  ob- 
•enredy  that  I  hsd  understood  there  wes  nothing  mor« 
common,  than  to  blindfold  military  messengers,  when 
they  were  admitted  witliin  the  wails  of  a  place,  or 
the  guards  of  a  camp."  He  replied,  "Well,  Sir,  1  wrH 
sobmit  to  it,  but  under  the  express  stipiilation,  that 
110  indignity  is  intended  to  the  iiritish  arms."  1  then 
carefiiilly  tiottnd  up  his  eyes  ivith  Ids  own  handker* 
chief;  be  took  my  anoy  a«d  In  this  way  we  walked  up- 
wards of  a  mile  to  head  quarters.  Major  Kingston  ap- 
peared to  be  ubout  ibrty ;  he  was  a  well  formed,  ruddy, 
handsome  man,  and  expatiated  v^  ith  taste  and  eloquence 
on  the  beautiful  scenery  of  the  Hudson's  rtver,  and  the 
charms  of  the  season :  when  I  introduced  him  into  Ge- 
neral Gates's  tentt  and  named  him,  the  gentlemen  sainted 
wh  other  famiiiarlyy  with  Genertal  Qalies,  your  ser> 
yant,''— ^  Ah  *  Kingaton,  how  do  you  do?*'  and  a  shidie 
of  the  hand.  Being  seated  a  few  minutes,  lie  arose  ai>d 
observed  he  had  certain  communications  to  make  Major- 
general  Qat^s  from  Lieutenant-general  Bui'goyne,  and 
to  guard  against  inaccuracy  of  memory^  he  bad  comout- 
ted  them  to  paper,  and  with  permission  would  rssd  them. 
The  General  conscntedt  and  the  Migor  took  from  his 
pocket  and  wad* 

1{ft^f  his  Memorandum  of  a  Message  ddtoertd  bfi  M^or  tHingstoth 

«<The  General  firom  a  great  ded  of  business  did  not 
yesterday  answer  your  letter  about  the  officers,  but  in« 

tended  it, 

<♦  In  regard  to  the  reproaches  made  upon  this  army  of 
liuming  the  country,  they  are  niyust;  General  Schuyler^s 
house  and  adjacent  buildings  remained  protected  tiU  Ge« 
neral  Gates's  troops  approached  Hie  Forfl^  General  Bur* 
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CTcry  thing  that  covered  the  mortmmiiL 

*«Thc  barracks  parUci^iiy  took  fire  by  mere  acci- 
dent, mid  mcasnres  were  taken,  though  ineiTectaftl,  to 
^Bave  tliem.  U  there  has  been  any  vkidictire  spirit  in 
terpiog  other  buiMiofli  ott  tkt  nrarch,  it  baa  pc«lnU|' 
IhMB  enployMlkjr  «NM  mivt  waH-^inrtiM  t»  the  Am» 
fkaa  cmmep  m  QomiiI  Bwyyne  Ima  bMn  iahrm&A 
flome  nf  Hie  Irafldiii^  hdoii||6d  to  supposed  IHends  oC 

tlie  king.  The  Geiiera.1  does  not  think  lliat  General 
Gates  Las  a  ri^ht,  from  any  tiling  that  lias  appeared  in 
his  conduct  or  reasoning,  to  make  use  of  the  term  tri-  . 
WLiso;  and  be  still  persists,  that  he  cbmmOL  interfere 
iviHi  tim  priemiera  ia  Oeoml  Howe's  anny^  and  morB 
mpK^kMf  ia  a^MB  tbat  bas  be«a  nader  nesodatixm  be- 
tween Gaaend  Howe  aad  Ceactal  WasUagtoa*** 

He  added  that  General  Gatt^s  would  pcrcLivc  this  was 
an  answer  to  liis  letter  of  t!ie  15th,  and  that  the  other 
paper  to  which  he  claimed  the  General's  attention  was 
ttf  a  very  difflNfent  natare;  be  tktm  offered  tbe  Ibllowing 
propeflhlona. 

**lmm  direded  to  rc^wesent  lo  yon  frM  General  Bar* 

goyite,  that  after  having  fought  you  twice,  lie  lias  waited 
some  days  in  his  present  position  determined  to  try  a 
third  conflict  against  an>  force  jrou  could  bring  to  attadL 
iun. 

He  ia  apprised  of  ibe  aoperioriiy  of  yoor  nttmbefib 
and  the  disposition  of  your  troopa  to  impede  bis  supplies 
and  render  his  retreat  a  scene  of  carnage  on  bofb  sidcir. 

In  this  situation  he  is  impelled  by  humanity,  and  thinks 
himself  justified  by  established  principles  and  pi'ecedents 
ef  state  and  of  war*  to  spare  the  lives  of  brave  men  upon 
lionbnrable  terms  ;  sliould  Major-general  Gates  be  inclin- 
ed to  treat  vpeo  that  idea»  General  Boi^yae  woidd'  pra- 
{Mse  a  cessation  of  arms*  daring  the  time  necessary  (e 
communicate  the  preliminary  terms,  by  which  in  any  ex- 
tremity he  and  army  mean  to  abide.** 


ijiyiiizea  by  GoOgle 


800  ItEMOmS  BY 

CHAP.      So       as  lie  bad  finisbedf  to  ray  utier  aatonfahtmsnfy 
^J!.^^  General  Gates  pot  hia  haad  to  his  aide  pockt^  paltod  ost 
Gener:ii    *  PAp^»  >iid  pnaeiited  it  to  KiamstaiiHibaerving  thatp 
Gates  d|B-  £iff 9  art  Hie  temi  en  wJUdk  Mierai  Burgoijm  vuui  mur^ 
prapotaU  r^^der.**  The  Major  appeared  thunderstruck^  but  read 
for  Gene-  the  paper,  whilst  tlio  old  chief  surveyed  him  attentively 
jroyne'-?     through  bis  spectacles.    Havina;"  finished  the  perusal  of 
aurrender.  4]ie  propositions  of  Grcnerai  Gates,  Major  Kingston  ap« 
pemd  exceedingly  mortifiedf  and  aaid  to  the  General^ 
<«I  most  beg  leave  to  dedlna  deiivarlng  tiila  pKffit  to 
Lleqtenant-gcneral  Burgoyne,  becauae,  althoagh'  I  cinh ' 
not  presume  to  speak  for  him,  I  think  the  propositions 
it  contains  cannot  be  submitted  to."    The  Genera!  ob- 
served that  he  might  be  mistiikpn,  and  that  there  could 
be  no  impropriety  in  hia  delivering  them.   £.in|;Bton  re- 
quest^ they  might  be  sent  by  one  of  his  own  oflkeiB^ 
wbich  the  General  decltnedt  and  remarkedt  «  UuU  pt 
had  krought  ffte  messagct  ht  oughi  to  tak$  kuk  IHe  on- 
swer;*'  to  which  the  Major  r^octantly  consented,  took 
leave,  and  I  again  iillettcd  him,  and  at  bis  request  con- 
ducted him  to  our  advanced  guard.   Yery  different  was 
his  conversation  In  returning :  he  complained  of  General 
Gates*a  propoaitlonsy  to  wbicb  I  was  still  a  perfect 
stranger ;  talked  of  the  pride  and  spirit  of  hIa  am  and 
called  my  recoHection  to  the  feata  performed  by  six  Bri^' 
tish  regiuunts  at  the  batUt  of  Mnden,    I  felt  for  his 
chagrin,  and  said  nothing  to  increase  it|  and  bating 
passed  him  beyond  our  guards,  I  hastened  back  to  head 
quarters,  filled  with  uneasiness  by  the  course  which  Ge- 
neral Gates  had  adopted*  * 

As  soon  as  1  returned*  I  yielded  to  the  praacriptlona 
of  duty  and  affection,  and  inquired  of  the  General  wbe- 
tiier  «  be  had  not  given  Burgoyne  an  advantage,  by  not 
waiting  to  I'cceivc  his  overtuitja,  before  he  presented  his 
own  terms*"  He  could  Hce  none.  I  tlien  inquired  whe- 
ther he  meant,  in  any  extremity,  to  recede  from  the  pro- 
positions he  bad  made  V*  He  admitted  that  ha  didi  and 
would  relax  a  great  deal  to  get  poaseaalon  of  the  enenqr'k 
arms*  I  did  not  ventore  to  oppose  my  inexperience  to 
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lis  knowMfQy  but  observed*  « fbal  ui  the  capitidatiomi  cbap. 
of  G«pe  BfetoDf  Quebec*  Ifoiitreelt  ud  otbnr  places,  ^^^^ 
wbieb  I  bed  reedt  the  propositions  were  made  by  the  be- 
iikged,  and  were  granted,  modified^  or  refused,  by  the 
besiegers,  at  their  discretion;  but  that  havinj^  offered 
conditions  bj  wbkb  he  did  not  mean  to  abides  I  was 
learfid  BorfufM  would  dictate  the  terms  of  snrteiider*'' 
After  omsii^  mioo  tisM^  bo  clapped  mo  on  tbo  sbovider* 
mid  exclaimed  i^itb  mm^h  Gompteem^  mid  alhctionf 
«  Wak}>^  yon  ore  right  again;  bnt  it  is  dmw*  nnd  we  Gcn«ftl 
must  make  the  most  ot  it  j  i  shall  be  content  to  get  the 
arms  out  of  their  hands."  tions  m 

About  sun-set  the  same  day  it  was  notified  to  me  that  a 
flag  waited  at  the  advanced  guard*  and  I  proceeded  to  re* 
oolvoit.  I egftinmet Mi^ior KingstoOf  whoprsmnlednno- 
tter  meassgofrom  Liontennutgoneinl  Bntgofno  lo  Mn- 
jor-general  Gates*  aocompnnied  bytbe  propositions  of  tbe^itk  the 
latter*  wbicb  bad  been  transmitted  hy  M^jor  Kingston,  pro^slu 
and  the  answers  of  the  former  annejLcd,  together  with  the  ofGtnenM. 
preliminary  articles,  proposed  by  General  Burgoyne,  ^"^JhlcIT* 
which  were  substantially  assented  to  by  Creneral  Gates* 
nnd  thus       npprebensioBS  wwe  verified.  Bafgoyne  aeati* 
made  bis  own  oonTontion*  nnd  snvod  bis  accontrenwnta* 
miUtai7  cbest*t  nnd  ooloort^  nil  of  wbicb  worn  Ntnioed 


*  A  jhnilkr  dnigaation  And  on  as  at  Tieooteofi^  in  1776b  hj 
tetcaiptllCBt  «accr,  my  iKend  Coloosl  Matt  QgHmh  of  tha  Jtfaesra. 


f  JExaminatim  of  Cohnd  Kingttvn,  deputy  aijutant'^eneral  tf  JUcut4^ 
nam  Murgv^pu^t  ttrmif  ^trt  tAt  Mnts§  ^  Cmamm^ 

"  ^mtHm:^  Vhat  becMno  if  the  smt  of  tiia-aMaay  ia  tite  anitaiy 
ebcttf 

*'  Jnrwtr^lt  was  taken  by  the  paymuter^geneMl  to  Albaay. 
V  9u««tionv— Did  any  part  of  it  Ml  into  the  handaof  theeoeny ) 
•imtr^Met  a  BhiUiqg  that  I  aYtr  htacd  cf." 


I  £xtraet  from  the  Memwri  of  the  Barentn     Seidetei,  pubit  sited  at 

Berlin,  1800. 

**  General  Reidcscl  coinmanded  that  the  colours  should  not  be  sur- 
rendered to  the  enemy  with  the  arms,  but  oa  the  contrary  that  the 
atafil  should  be  burnt  and  tbe  flags  carefully  packed  up,  this  was  done 
lasidcNdy^ao  that aacHer the QanBaaragincaiB  icaUy  kept  poiies« 
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CHAP,   notwithstanding  General  Gates's  letter*  to  Congress  of 
tke  3d  December,  ±777 p  which  waft  uowofflbjf  a  soUaat* 

€tale9*s  jPrif0iifMiif»  will  fiMMt  Mmrgeym^B 

15^ — General     Bur-      #«  Lieutenant-gcn'l.  Bur-  " 
Ifovne's  army  beings  excet'tl-    goync*!5  army  however  re- 
ingfy  reduced  by  repeated    duced,   will   never  admit 
defeats^  by  dc aertioBy  sickp  lhat  their  retreat  is  cut  ofi^ 
MSB,       Their  proviaiM  while  tkef  km  wnam  kl^ 
exhaustfidt  their  military,  their  haida. 
stoMj»  tanta  aai.  ha^ipage 
taken  or  destroyed;  their 
retreat  cut  ofl*,  itnd  tlicir 
camp  inveHtf»d,   they  can 
enl^  he  aitowcd  to  aurreu- 
der  prisoners  of  war* 

n  led-^The  elBcei»  and 
aoldieni  may  keep  the  ha§« 
gage  belonging  to  themb 
The  Generals  of  the  United 
States  never  permit  iudivi- 

•  « 

duals  to  be  pillaged. 

i*  Sd. — ^The  troops  ander        Thia  article  is  answer* 
his  excellency  General  Bur-  ed  by  General  Borgoyuela 
geynet .win  he  conducted  by  first  proposal,  which  is 
the  moat  conveniaiit  roate  haraonta  annsxadL 
io  New  England,  marching 
by  easy  marclies^  and  suffi- 
ciently provided  for  by  the 
way. 

«*4tiL— Tlie  officers  will     «<  There  being  no  officer 
be  admitted  on  parole,  may  in  thia  army  under,  or  cap 

•ion  of  their  colours  ;  and  the  same  was,  no  doubt,  the  cite  with  the 
Britisli  coi  jis,  as  tlu;  c  iloLirs  of  the  63(1  reg^iment  particularly  were  on 
the  field  the  i9tli  September,  and  ibre«  or  four  Ensigns  were  HUci^- 

*  See  Gordan,  Vol.  D.  pige  399. 
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wear  their  side  arms,  and 
will  Ijc  treated  with  the  li- 
brralitj  customary  in  Eu- 
rtipe,  8o  long  as  they  by 
pmper  behaviour  conUniie 
to  drsenre  it;  but  those  who 
are  apprehended  having 
broken  their  parole,  (as 
some  British  ofiiccrs  have 
done)  must  expect  to  be 
close  ranfined. 

<•  Btlu^Ali  pnblic  stores, 
artillery*  arnia*  amaranl- 
tioOf  carriagesy  horacsy  kc. 
&c.  mitat  be  deliTered  to 

commissaries  appuiuLeil  to 
receive  them. 

s(  6th, — These  terms  be- 
ing agreed  to*  and  signed, 
the  troops  ander  his  excel* 
lency  General  Buigoyne's 
commandf  may  he  drawn 
np  in  their  encampment, 
whvn  they  will  be  ordered 
to  jt^iorind  tlieir  ai  riis,  and 
may  thereupon  be  marched 
totherifersldeyto  be  pass* 
ad  over  in  their  way  to- 
wards Bennington*  . 

u  7tk. — A  cessation  of 
arms  to  continue  till  sunset, 
to  receive  General  Bur- 
goyne's  answer. 

«  HOfiATlO  GATES. 

(kattp  at  Saraitfga, 
14tt  OeL  177r.** 


pable  of  being  under  the  chap. 
description  of  breaking  pa- 
role,  this  article  needs  no 
answer. 


All  public  stores  nay 
be  dellvmdy  arma  exocft* 
ed. 


«  This  article  inadmis- 
aable  in  any  extremity; 
sooner  than  this  army  will 
consent  to  ground  their 
arms  in  their  encampment 
they  will  rush  on  the  ene- 
my, determined  to  take  no 
quarter. 

«  J.  BUEUOYNG." 


{^Me9*age  from  General  Bttr^owne 

to  General  iiatcfty(lfU\>erfd by  ,\Ia- 
jor  Kingtton^to  Veionei  H  ilkinaon, 

**  If  General  Gates  doe*  not  meaa' 
to  i^c«de  front  the  fint  tnd  iixthtrt!- 
c!es  of  his  propOttK  tJie  treaty  t(*  end 

and  hostimet  inuBedttt^jr  to  com* 
mencc. 

October  whfirrr?* 


TOL.  I. 
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CHAP. 

VIII.     GamU  Burgoyne^s  preUminanf  arUdu,  tPtlft  Qenertd 

Gak6'$  aiLJUuera, 

"  The  annexed  answers 
being  given  to  Major*gene* 
ml  6atc8*s  propasab^  it  re- 
mains for  Lleutenant-g^ne- 
ml  Bure^oyne,  and  the  ar- 
my uiidcr  his  command^  to 
State  the  followine:  prelimi- 
nary articles  on  their  part. 

«  TJie  troops  to  «  ±sL — ^Tlic  troops  to 
marrh  out  of  their  camp  march  out  of  their  camp^ 
with  the  honoun  of  war^  with  the  hoBoars  of  war^ 
and  the  artillery  of  the  in-  ,  ami  the  artillery  of  the  in^ 
trenchmentSy  which  will  be  trenchments  to  the  verge  of 
left  as  heieailer^  may  he  the  river,  whtrc  Ujc  old 
regulated*  furt stood,  where  their  arms 

and  the  artillery  must  be 
klU 

.  fido^  fires  passage  to  «« Agreed  to#lbr  the 
be  granted  to  this  army  to  port  of  Boston* 
'Great  Britain  npon  condi- 
tion of  not  servinj^  ag^airi  in 
>iorth  America  durin:^  the 
present  contest^  and  a  pro- 
per post  to  be  assigned  for 
this  entfy  of  transports  to 
McdTe  the  tioop9»  when- 
ever General  Howe  shall  so 
order. 

M  5d. — Should  any  cartel  «  3ij«— 'Agreed, 
take  place  by  which  this 
army  or  any  part  of  it  may 
be  ezchangedy  the  forego- 
ing article  to  be  void  as  far 
as  such  exchange  shall  be 
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4t/U-Att  dBcm  to  re>  4tiL^Agre>J>  ca/ir* 
Wti  their  carriages,  batt-  ^  ^3 

horses  and  other  cattle,  and 
no  baggage  to  be  in«ilcstc(l 
or  searched,  the  Lieutenant- 
general  giving  his  iKUMur 
that  there  are  no  public 
stores  secreted  therein*  Ma^* 
jor>genera1  Gates  will  of 
course  lukc  the  neiM  ssai  y 
measures  for  Uic  security  of 
this  article. 

dlA.^Upon  the  inarch      «  5IA.^Agreeii  to  un  far 
the  officers  are  not  to  he  se*  as  circmnatanoes  will  aiU 
parated  fhnn  their  ment  and  mit. 
in  quarters  the  Mem  are 

to  be  Iodised  according  to* 
i-ank,  aM(I  hi-c  not  to  be  hin- 
dered trom  assembling  their 
men  for  mil  calKngSf  and 
other  neccssafypvrposssof 
regularity. 

ft        There  are  Ta-      o  6IL«>Agreed  ta  In  the 

rious  corps  in  the  arinj  fullest  extent, 
composed  of  sailor^?,  bat- 
teaux  me  11  ,arti  ficersyd  r  i  vers, 
independent  coropaniesyand 
followers  of  the  army*  and 
it  is  expected  that  tb«ise 
persons  of  whatever  ciHin* 
try,  shall  be  irKluded  io 
Mto  fullest  sense  and  utmost 
extent  of  tlic  above  artiri«  s^ 
and  comprehended  in  every 
respect  as  Britisli  subjects, 

«         AU  Canadians      <«  ^Agreed, 
and  persons  belonging  to 
the  estabUshment  in  Cana- 
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CHAP.       to  be  permitted  to 
turn  there. 

««  8///  Passports  to  be      "  B(^.^Agrced. 

immeil  lately    granted  for 

three  officers*  not  exceed-  * 
ing  the  rank  of  Captain^ 
who  shall  be  appointed  by 
General  Burgtiyne  to  car- 
ry despatches  to  Sir  NVil- 
liam  Howe*  Sir  Guy  Carl- 
ton, and  to  Gi*eat  Britain 
by  the  way  of  New  York, 
and  the  public  faith  to  be 
engaged  that  theae  dca- 
patcfaea  are  not  to  be  opened* 

«  The  forej^ing      «  9i/i.— The  capitulation 

articles  are  to  be  consider-    to  be  finished  by  2  o'clock 
cd  only  as  preliminaries  for    this  day,  and  the  troops 
framing  a  trcntyy  in  the   march  from  their  encamp* 
course  of  which  others  may   mcnt  at  five»  and  be  in  rea- 
arise  to  be  considered  by  diness  to  move  towards 
both  parties^  for  which  pur-  Boston  to-morrow  mom- 
pose  it  is  proposed,  that  ing. 
two  officers  of  each  army 
shall  meet  and  report  their 
deliberatifins  to  their  re- 
spective Generals. 

««  lOthm — ^Lieutenant-ge-      «« iOfft.^-^omplied  with* 
■oral  Buigoyne  will  send 

his  deputy  adjutant-gene-  ^S»tU9g^  OeLtBih,l777* 

ral  to  receive  Major-gene- 
ral Gates's  answer,  to-mor-  «  H.  GAT£S.** 
row  morning  at  lO  o^ciock. 

(Signed) 
*«J.  BURGOYNE. 


«  SanUegUf  QcU  ±4Uh  I77r. 
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I  delivered  these  preJiminary  articles  to  Major  King-  chai*. 
atori  at  the  stipulated  time,  and  he  soon  returned  with 
another  nmsage  firon  Lientenant-geiierai  Burgojfiie  as 

October  15<A,  1777. 

«  Tiic  eight  first  preliminary  articles  of  Lieutenant- 
general  Burgoync's  proposals,  and  the  £d,  3d,  and  '^th  of 
those  of  Major-general  Gates  of  yesterday*  being  agreed 
tOy  the  foundation  of  the  proposed  treaty  is  ont  of  da^te^ 
but  tlie  sevenl  uubonlinute  articlcs  Md  riQgnlalloMi  ne- 
cessarily springing  from  llMse  prellniuiurieB»  sad  requir- 
ing cxpisnaHon  siiil  precisioDy  lietween  the  parties,  liefure 
a  definitive  treaty  t  an  Ijc  safely  rxecated,  a  lun.^f  i-  umc 
than  that  mentionrd  {jy  (Yt  noral  Gates  in  his  answer  to 
the  9th  articles  becomes  indispensablj  necessary.  JLleit- 
tensnt-gencral  Buqcojne  is  wOling  to  sppoint  two  oArers 
imiiiediatelj  to  swet  two  otheis  from  lfiusi^-|$e«erBl  • 
Gstesy  to  propoiiMlf  dlssoMt  snd  setlia  those  subordinsto 
artides»ln  order  that  the  tresi^  in  doe  fiirm  may  be  eie- 
cuted  as  soon  as  possible.  / 
(Signed)  «  J.  BURGOYNE. 

Camp  (U  Saraiosaf  15ih  Od»  1777. 

«<  JV*.  B.  Major  Kingston  has  suthority  to  settle  the 

place  for  the  inecling  of  the  officers  propctsed.'* 

On  receiving  this  message  the  General  was  pleased  to  Brigtdier- 
iiaine  mc  as  one  of  Jus  repre^i  utatives,  and  at  my  req iiest  jj^Jlj^jJ^ 
appointed  Brigadier-geuei^l  Whipple  of  tho  militia,  to  and  Colo* 
accompany  roe ;  and  by  concert  with  Mi^r  Kingstonf  a  ^q^'^' 
tent  wss  pitched  between  the  advanced  guards  of  the  two  meet  Li«a. 
armies,  on  the  first  banlc  just  above  Generai  Schuyler's 
saw  miH,  where  we  met  Lieittenant^olonel  Nicholas  Bother. 
Sutherland  and  Captain  Janics  H.  Ciaigof  the  irUi  re-  captMijf 
giioent,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  16th,  having  for  our  se-  Cnug. 

cretary  M%[or  Fierce,  aa  aid-de-camp  of  Generai  Gates* 
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CHAP.      iiaviiii^  |ii'(iiluced  and  exchanged  credentials,  ^  r  pro- 

Vlll 

^  ceedcd  to  discuss  the  ol^eclM  (4  our  appointment,  and  at 
8  o'clockt  F»  M«  we  ■igiteil  and  excbaoged  articles  «f 
capitiilattoii^  and  spparated  to  report  to  our  respectife 
Qonerala* 

Having  performad  Hiis  mrrleay  and  retired  the  appro- 
bation of  niv  superior,  I  prf»cpeded  to  my  daily  duty,  anil 
on  returning"  to  head  fiuaiitib  about  11  o'cltH  k,  P.  M. 
found  the  foUoNNing  note  from  Captain  Craigy  to  which  1 
hj  order  imnediataijr  retamed  the  anneied  awwer. 

<«  Camp  at  Saratoga,  ISih  Oct.  |  past  10  t^dodt^ 

«<Slr, 

K6te  rrom  **  Upon  reporting  the  proceedings  of  this  evening  to 
Cr!?*^t>d  RiirgoTne  I  was  hapjiy  to  receive  his 

amrer.  approbation  of  and  ready  concurrence  in  every  article 
that  has  haen  agreed  on  between  us ;  It  however  appears 
vpon  a  retvoipaelof  tiM  tmty»  that  our  aeal  to  complete 
H  expeditioasljr  has  led  us  mito  the  aduiasioii  of  a  term 
io  the  title  rery  dHftvent  from  Ms  meaaiagy  and  that  of  the 
principal  otlkci  s  of  this  artny»  who  have  been  consulted 
on  this  important  o«  casiun.  We  have,  Sir^  unguardedly 
called  that  a  treaty  of  caj)t7?t/a(iari^  which  the  army  means 
oolji  as  a  treaty  of  convention.  With  the  single  alte- 
.  ratioR  of  this  wordt  lieutanaat-coloBel  Sutherland  and 
Myself  will  meet  yon  at  the  stipulated  timo  to-morrow 
morning  with  the  fair  copy  signed  by  General  Bor* 

•*  I  hope  Sir»yo(j  will  excuse  my  troubling  yoti  so  late, 
hu(  1  tiiought  it  betlcr  tiian  by  any  delay  to  prevent  the 
Bpeeily  cooclusion  of  a  treaty  which  seeins  to  be  the  wish 
of  both  parties,  ami  which  may  prevent  the  further  effiH 
ahm  of  hkMid  betweaa  iia^  1  bog  jovr  immediate  answer* 
ami  m, 

«Bir, 

"  Your  obetlicnt  and  humble  acrvajit, 
(Signed)  "JiJSiiiS  HENRY  CRAIG. 

*  capt. 


ijiyiiizeQ  by 


OEHSBAL  WBimfMN*  Ui 

nary  note 

On  the  morninj^  of  the  16th.  General  Gat^s  received  I*^*^^?. 
Mother  message  from  Generti  Bur^oyne,  which  excited  ner»i  Boi- 
«  gMl  M  of  wpriia       fl«pe  iadlgBM^ 
thofottowingteiM. 


MuuLgt  to  MijoT'gtneral  Oaks. 

« In  the  course  of  the  night  Lieutenant-general  Bur- 
goyne  has  received  intelligence  that  a  considerable  force 
ha!  heen  detached  from  the  army  mder  the  coauBand  of 
lli^r-geMral  6ale«»  teliif;  the  ooom  of  ikt  aegocia* 
Hon  of  the  tmify  depeading  hetfpoen  ttieiii.  Lteateiiafit' 
general  Biirgoyne  conceives  this^  if  true*  to  he  not  only  a 
violataon  of  the  cessation  of  armsy  hut  subvei  nivc  of  the 
^principles  on  which  the  treaty  orii^inated,  viz.  a  great 
auperiori^  of  numbers  in  General  Gates*s  army.  Lieute-  * 
nmal^geamX  Boigoyne  therefora  require  that  two  offi- 
cera  on  his  par^  bo  pemlttad  to  aae  tbat  the  almgCb  of 
the  force  now  oppaaed  to  iitoi  ia  aoch  os  will  eonvinee 
bim  tbat  no  avcb  detaebmento  bare  been  aade^  and  tbat 
the  same  principles  oi  superiority  ou  wbicli  the  treaty 
first  began  still  exists. 

(Signed)  '<J.  BUEGOYNfi. 

Mdaaip  ol  Aaral^^  ±m  OO.  1777/' 

We  had  iMdeno  detacbamty  bat  It  waa  a  foet  that  ae- 
▼oral  bondiad  of  tbe  Nvm  Tofk  nflitki*  wboae  tetm  of 

service  had  expired,  marched  off  the  preceding  evening 
witliout  leave;  yetl  was  irritated  by  Burgoyne's  demand 
to  examine  our  poaitioa  and  numherSf  whilst  opposed  to 
aa  in  anasy  because  it  waa  not  only  impudent,  but  I  coo- « 
aidered  It  an  inaalt  to  mj  Qeneral'a  anderstandiqg,  I 
therefore  haatlly  begged  leaToio  wait  on  Buinoyne^witli 
antborlty  to  anawer  his  note,  in  my  own  manner,  and  the 
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CHAP.  €kMPil  hy  his  cwwertj  gm  m     ^fl|[Mt  {ttwC  of 
ins  cfMifidence* 
I  imnedifttcl  J  repaired  to  the  advance  gnardt  beat  the 

chamade  and  requested  a  sobalteni  ollicery  George  fid- 
ward  Schlagel*  of  the  2 1st  i  tgimcnt,  who  n  rci\  cd  mc, 
to  send  for  Major  Kini^ton,  vvf}()m  1  inrnr  mcd,  **  that  I 
was  chai*gcd  with  a  verbid  message  from  Major-general 
Gates  to  LaeuleiiaBt-geiieral  Bargoyne,**  and  after  somt 
cwtmmjf  1  was  permitted  to  peas  between  two  log  re- 
doubtSy  in  tbe  if«r  of  which  I  was  introdoced  to  Lieote* 
nant-general  Burgoyne,  attended  by  Major-generab 
Pill  I  lips  and  Reid^sel,  and  Brigadier-generalB  ilaiuiltony 
Gall  and  Spccht. 
Wilkinson     1  ha%'e  80106  imprcssion  that  my  friend  Mr*  Livingston 
eduT^e  again  acrompaniid  me,  but  will  not  be  positive ;  I  have 
enemy's    often  looked  back  to  that  interview^  and  tbe  incidents  of 
uruioZ'.  tbal  day,  with  gratitude  to  the  invisibie  power  which 
twer  ttiia  directed  my  conduct  1 1  was  still  a  ninoTy  when  authoris- 

nnte 

ed  to  exercise  my  judgment  on  an  occasion^  which  inte- 
rested the  lives  of  thousands,  and  involved  momentous 
national  consequeiH  es.  The  loHowing  Statement  will 
liest  interpret  tiie  merits  of  my  agt  ncy. 

A  youth,  in  a  plain  blue  frock,  without  other  mililaiy 
insignia  than  a  cockade  and  award,  I  stood  in  the  pre- 
sence of  three  experienced  European  Generals,  soldiers 
unitary   before  my  blHh ;  Phillips  had  distinguished  himself  (and 
of  ciJlr!^  received  tlie  thanks  of  Prince  Ferdinand)  at  Miiiden  in 
goyne,      1759 ;  Buri^yne  had  served  with  credit  under  Count  La 
and^Rei-   l^ipp^     ^^'^  Tagus,  in  i76£,  and  Beidesel  was  an  eleva 
dcset      of  tbe  Duke  of  Brunswick  ;  yet  the  consciouaneas  of  my 
'  inexperience  did  not  shake  ngr  purpose,  and  I  had  ron- 
ceived  in  my  mind  the  Ibllowing  mcssi^  which  I  de- 
livered verbatim  to  Lieutenant-general  Burgoyne  from 
Major-general  Gates,  and  afterwards  furnished  a  copy 
of  it. 


*  Said  to  be  a  natorii  ton  of  George  ID. 
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CHAP. 

Message  delivered  by  Cdonel  fFUkinson  to  Litntenaid-ge*- 
1777. 

«t Major-genenl  QiIm  in  jiMrtiee to  Ms      igpititfoii,  WiiklMoii 

comlt'scends  tn  assure  ymir  excellency,  tbtt  no  violation  ^is«a^* 
of  the  treaty  lias  taker]  place  on  iun  part  since  the  com-  in  answer 
iiii'ticenient  of  it,  the  requisition,  therefore,  contained  in  JJ^,^*"**** 
your  message  of  thtsdayt  is  inadmissible ;  and  as  it  now  goyiie*! 
ranaiM  vtitk  your  excellency  to  imtify  or  dinolve  the 
Uetkiy,  Mftjor-gy enl  Qntis  especle  your  immdUitn  end 
deciflive  reply. 

^  (Signed)        «<J.  WlJLKIKiON, 

DeptUij  ^4;.  6cn«»> 


Tbie  neasi^  was  respectfully  received,  and  eome  con-  « 
▼ersilion  eiis«Ml«  wbich  gn^  me  an  opening  to  olnerve, 
M  that  his  eAceHency  mnel  entBrtain  an  hnnriile  opinkm 
of  Migor-gonephl  Gatno*s  professional  knowledge*  or  ho 
wonid  not  have  demanded  permission  for  two  of  his  ofB. 

■ 

ccrs  critically  to  examine  his  numbersy  and  of  lonsc- 
quencc  his  position,  whilst  the  British  army  had  their 
arms  in  their  hands*  and  that  General  Gates  could  not 
hut  conceive  it  was  triiing  with  bin.''  This  drew  out 
General  Bui^goyne  into  a  most  eloquent  vindication  of 
his  proceedings  not  only  his  own  Individual  repv«- 
.  tation,  but  the  service  of  the  king  his  masttr,  ai»d  the 
honour  of  tlie  British  arms,  eojoined  on  him  the  most 
cautious  circumspection  he  analysed  the  various  spe- 
cies of  Intelligence*  from  the  vague  camp  rumour  and 
the  reports  of  ileserlers*  np  to  authentic  Information* 
which  last  he  averred  was  the  nature  of  thai  lie  had 
received  the  preceding  night  ;*  he  spoke  In  high  terms 

*  The  ftci  it  that  %  spy  htd  got  ioto  G«neiml  Bors<^*'*6*»tp  the 
night  before^  who  bad  met  the  retinng  tnilitU  in  bit  route,  and 
brought  tafonmiition  thai  General  Clinton  had  taken  Fert  Mentgo- 

VOL.I.  .  R  1^ 
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CRAP,  of  the  resolution  of  hie  amy*  end  f  nded  by  sayinif*,  «  Ge* 
tipnti  Giitpe  has  no  idee  of  the  principle  and  spirit  which 

animates  the  annv  1  commaiHl;  there  is  not  a  mnii  iti  ity 
I  assure  you  Colonel  Wilkinnon,  who  dors  not  pant  fur 
action.** — "But,"  I  replied  to  liini,  "wliat  r;^n  the  cou- 
rage of  a  handful  of  men  avail,  against  the  numbers  you 
sec  on  tiie  bills  beyond  the  rivery  and  tliose  which  sur- 
*  sound  you?  whot  I  can  assure  your  ezceilenryy  are  witk 
difficulty  restrained  from  falling  on  you  at  all  quarterB»  In 
the  hope  of  dividinfp  the  spoils  of  3rmir  camp,"  and  aft>r 
a  niiUiH'ufs  pause,  1  added,  *•  Be  pleased,  Sir,  ti*  favour 

Durgoync  witli  your  determination  ?"  He  answered,  "  I  do  not 
declares  ,    n  i  .      i         *  i 

the  truce  recede  irom  my  purpose ;  the  U  ut  e  must  end."  «  At  what 

mttsteud.  time,  Sir?"  «« In  one  hour."  We  set  watrhesy  and  on 
taking  leavc»  I  observed*  After  what  lias  passed*  Gene- 
ral Bnrgoynet  there  can  be  no  treaty ;  your  faie  must  be 
'   decided  by  arms*  and  General  Gates  washes  his  hand^  oC 

Wilkinson  the  Mriod  which  may  be  spilled.''     Be  it  so^**  said  hc» 

^*?^^*  and  I  walkn!  uli  with  nmsi  uncomfortable  sensations; 
and  IS  re-  ' 

called  by  lor  our  tro«»[)s  were  murh  scattered,  havin.i^  encompassed 
^J^JJ^  the  British  army  three  parts  out  of  four;  the  men  had  got 
the  treaty  into  their  heads*  and  had  lost  Iheir  passion  for 
combat*  and  what  was  worse  we  had  been  advised  of  the 
loss  of  Fort  Montgomery*  and  a  mmour  had  just  arrived 
that  Esopus  was  burnt*  and  the  enemy  proceetUng  up 
the  river;  hut  I  had  not  proceeded  fifty  rods,  when  Major 
Kin^stcin  ran  after  me  and  iiaili  d  ;  I  halted,  and  he  in- 
i'uruieU  me,  that  General  Burgoync  was  desirous  to  say 
a  few  words  to  me;  I  returned,  when  he  addressed  me  by 
observing*  that  General  Gates  had  in  the  business  de- 
pending between  them*  been  very  indulgent*  and  there- 
fore, he  would  hope  for  time  to  take  the  opinion  of  his 
.  general  olliccis,  m  a  case  of  siu  li  inaicnitudc  to  tlie  two 
armies ;  as  it  was  far  from  his  disposition  to  trifle  in  an 

mery;  he  therefore  soin^ht  tin  orcasion  to  break  off  the  treaty,  with 
All  uuciuiou  to  leave  liis  cumn  and  ai  lillcMy  standinc;',  whJi  his  kick 
MdlbUowerSy  '-nd  witii  bis  musketry  lo  m.ikc  a  iugl  i  aUack,  force 
our  right*  tod  t>y  a  rapid  march  gem  Albany,  there  to  wait  crcms. 
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•Air  of  aoeh  itt|ioftiiice,''  Gea.  PUUSps  then  spoke^  crap. 
*•  Yes  Sir,  yes  Sir,  Gen.  Burgoyne  don't  mean  to  trifle  on  ^'"< 

ao  serious  an  occasion  :  but  he  feels  it  liis  duty  to  consult  H^'"^'"^ 

nis  officers."'*^  i  duk^d  what  time  he  would  require  2  iic.  requests 

/'tvo  boon' 
longer  to 

*  Tbe  IbllowiD^  eitncU  Aron  tbe  cvidetioe  of  tbe  Beil  of  Belear-  hiToffi- 
fie  befiwe  the  Houae  of  Coanonib       tend  to  eipliun  these  de-  ceif. 


**  Qi/(*«fi(m.<— >Wben  Colonel  Kingston  brought  back  the  first  propo* 
•ition,  wherein  it  was  specified  by  Major-general  Gates  that  tiie  army 
sIiomM  lay  down  ihcir  arms  in  their  eniietichmcnts,  and  suriTixlep 
prisoners  of  war,  does  your  Lordship  remember  thai  General  Bar- 
l^oyne,  when  he  read  ihcm  to  the  council,  declared  he  Wooki  not  act 
bis  hand  to  thost-  conditions,  or  worda  to  that  cfitct? 

*^  .'iHkU'er. — I  iliuik  ilie  worda  of  the  proposal  troui  General  Ciute$ 
were,  that  the  British  army  should  be  ordered  by  word  of  command 
from  their  adjutant-genersl,  to  ley  down  their  ems  in  the  cntrcitcho 
ments :  it  was  rqected  with  disdsin  by  Oeneral  Burgoyne^  Mid  the 
council  concurred  in  bis  indigaetion. 

**  QjueMtion^Wm  the  counter-proposals  penned  by  Genertl  Bur* 
goyne  unsnhnously  spproved  of) 

**  wAMwsr^Tbey  were. 
^SMtisn.'-'Wfaen  those  proposala  had  been  egreed  to  by  Oenerel 
Gales,  but  copies  not  signed  by  either  party,  do  you  remember  Gene- 
ral Hurpoync  informing  the  cotmcil  of  intelligence  lie  had  received 
froTii  a  spy  in  the  nrtyfii,  and  submitting  to  their  consideration,  whe- 
ther it  was  consilient  with  public  faitli>  and  if  so,  expedient,  to  sus- 
pend the  execiition  of  the  treaty,  and  trust  to  events. 

**  Jiuswer  — i  do  remember  u. 

**  Qtieafion. — Does  yoiu*  Lordship  recollect  what  was  tbe  result  of 
that  consideration  ? 

**  .iiMwsr.— The  determinetioo  of  tbe  council,  on  the  question  beto; 
put,  w«s,  that  the  pvblle  feith  was  bone  fide  plighted. 

"  ^sfMN^-^When  advice  was  received  that  Sir  Uetiry  Clinton  was 
coming  up  tbe  North  river,  did  you  apprehend  tbe  treaty  of  convea* 
tion  had  gone  so  fiur  that  it  could  not  be  broken  f 

*'wfn«wer.— -My  opinion  was,  with  re&pect  to  that  question,  that  all 
niUttary  negotiations  were  fair  and  justifiable  to  make  delays  and  to 
gain  lime;  i  therefore  thought  and  declared  my  sentiments,  that  Gc- 
ner  d  Burgoyne  Vfn^  at  full  liberty  to  break  oH"that  treaty  m  the  stage 
it  then  was,  and  I  could  not  conceive  tliat  the  public  lailb  was  Cfi* 
gaged,  "inl\l  the  treaty  was  signed  and  exchanged. 

"  QutiitiQn  —\\  \ic*hcv  the  opinion  ol  General  Burgoyne,  ol  General 
rhiihps,  ol  Brigadier  IlaffiiUoOj  and  iCYcral  oiiier  officers,  did  uot 
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CHAP,  nentionfiil  two  hours;  and  we  agun  set  wmtdwet  awl  I 
retired*  {rromtslng  to  wait  at  oar  picket  for  hie  aaawer. 

The  interview  with  General  BufRoyne  had  been  a^n 
out  to  such  lengtfi,  that  General  Gvtes  became  uneasy, 

and  I  found  a  messenger  wailing  at  our  picket,  to  know 
what  I  liad  doiH*.    1  reported  in  brief,  what  had  jMsscd, 
and  wiiat  was  depending ;  and  took  a  station  near  the 
ruina  of  General  Schuyler's  hmise»  where  1  walked,  and 
expected  with  mtoch  anxiety*  the  reaoit  of  Creneral  Bar- 
goyne'a  consultation :  the  two  hoars  had  elapeed  bjr  a 
quarter,  and  an  aid-de-camp  from  tlie  General  had 
Colonel     hei^n  with  ine,  to  know  how  matters  proei^i-essf  d  ;  soon 
JjJ**'"     after,  I  jjerreivcd  Li l  u tenant-colonel  Sutlieiland  nj)posite 
com^sto   to  me,  and  beckoned  liim  to  cross  the  creek;  on  ap< 
the  ad.     proaqhiag  me  he  observed,  «  Well,  our  business  will  he 


post.  knocked  on  the  head  after  all.**  I  inquired  why  ?  Ha 
CoATerMu  aaid»  <«the  officers  had  got  the  devil  in  their  hemiay  and 
iwec^'^him  C""***      agree.»  I  replied  gaily,  •*!  an  sorry  for  it, 

and  WiU  as  jou  Will  now  not  only  lose  your  fusee,*  but  your 
whole  baggage."  He  ^  xprcssed  much  sorrow,  but  said 
he  could  not  help  it.  At  this  moment  1  recollet  ted  the 
letter  Captain  Craig  had  written  me  the  niglit  before, 
and  taking  it  fi*oni  my  pocketf  1  read  it  to  the  Coloneiy 
who  declared  he  had  not  been  privy  to  lt|  and  added 
with  evident  anxiety,  Will  you  give  me  that  letter***  I 
answered  in  the  negative,  and  observed,  «  I  should  hold 

coincide  with  your  opinion  in  all  tbc  matters  compriaed  in  the  last 

.question. 

"  ^iiisiuer.'-~A&  General  Burgoyne  aeems  detiroui  that  I  should  an* 
swer  that  question,  I  declare  hit  aetitiiiiciiti  imtc  the  iwiie  wttJi  thoee 
I  have  now  delivered,  i  hope  that  the  other  nwmben  of  that  eoiiii- 
eil,  wiD  toon  be  in  a  eHuatioii  to  stand  Ibrward  and  to  declare  tlieopi* 
nien  that  they  gave,  on  that  and  every  other  queatioii. 

*<  ^Mfaifaiid— When  the  qoestion  relative  to  the  point  of  public  faith 
WM  decided  by  the  majority  of  the  council,  wis  not  the  coneiirrcnco 
Ibr  signing  the  convention  ooaninioua  ? 


*  Which  be  had  owned  thirty -five  years,  end  bad  desired  aietoex* 
eept  from  the  sarrcadered  snss  sad  save  Ibr  ham,  as  she  w»  a  ftr 

voorite^ptece. 


ijiyiiizeQ  by  GoOglc 


GENEBAL  WILKINSON.  917 

it  as  a  testimony  of  the  good  taith  of  a  British  coniman-  CHAP, 
der/'   He  hastiljr  replied,  ••Spare  me  that  lettti.  Sir,  ^^l^JI^ 
and  I  i^edge  yoy  my  honotir  I  will  return  it  in  fifteen  ^|,^ 
niiiiitefl*''  I  penetrated  the  motive,  and  willingly  banded  suther. 
it  lo  him*;  he  sprang  off  with  IC»  and  direcUng  hia  course  l^^^to 
to  the  British  camp,  ran  as  far  as  I  could  sec  him :  in  the  ^*^P  «^th 

.1  »  Capiain 

mean  tune,  I  received  a  peremptory  loessajL^r  from  tliecr.ig's 
General,  to  break  off  the  treaty,  if  the  convLiititni  was"**^ 
not  inuncdiateljr  ratificii.  1  informed  him  by  tlie  messcn- 
geff  that  I  was  doing  the  heat  I  could  for  him,  and  would 
aee  him  In  half  an  hour*  Colonel  Sutherland  was  punc-  Returns 
tiMl  to  his  promi86»  and  returned  with  Captain  Craig,  uhfc^!^', 
who  delivered  roe  the  convention,  signed  by  General  Bur-  brmfriiiir 
goync,  with  an  additional  article  bpecifically  to  include  ventton 
himself,  which  I  engaged  should  he  admitted  by  GcTieral 
Gates,  and  immediately  sent  fo  General  Burgoyne.    I  Burgoyne* 
then  returned  to  head  quarters,  after  eight  hours  ah-  ^jriitiiiiMi 
aence,  and  presented  to  General  Gates  the  impfirtant  do-  utide. 
cament^  that  made  the  Britbh  army  conventional  pri*  Ctenena 
soners  to  the  United  States,  which,  toa^ther  with  a  re.  Gates  u. 

8rni»  to 

turn,  founded  on  authentic  documents  now  in  my  possi's-  the  addi- 
sion,  of  the  forces  which  surrendered,  is  deemed  worthy  j!**^  "5 

'  *f  ticie,  ana 

of  record  in  this  place*  ligosit. 

•Articles  of  ConvcTUion  between  Lieutenant-geueral  Bur- 

«fThetro<^  under  LlentDnant-general  Burgoyne,  to 

march  out  of  their  camp  with  the  honours  of  war,  and 
the  artillery  of  the  entrenchments,  to  the  veri^e  of  tlie 
river  where  the  old  fort  stoodf  where  tiie  arms  and  artil- 
lery are  to  be  left;  the  arms  to  he  piled  hy  word  of  com* 
maud  from  their  own  olleen.  ^ 

«'  A  free  passage  to  be  granted  to  the  army  under 
Lieutenant-gi^neral  Burc^oync  to  Great  BHtain,  on  con- 
dition of  not  serving  again  in  North  America  during  the 

praent  contest;  and  the  port  of  Boftonia  assigned  for 
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CHAP,  the  entry  of  tpaiuiporto  to  reoelte  tiie  troops, 

Y'JJ*    General  Uuwe  siiiUi  so  order. 

4 

in. 

«  Should  any  cartel  take  place,  by  wfaidi  tlM  annjr 
'  under  General  Bufi^yae,  or  any  part  of  itt  mi^  be  es« 
diani^.  ibe  foresouig  article  to  be  ? oid  ae  far  aa  ancli 
exchange  ahall  be  made. 

IV. 

"  Tiie  army  under  Licuteiiant-i^cneral  Burguyne,  to 
inarch  to  Maeaacliusetts  Bay»  by  the  easieett  nost  expe- 
ditiouSf  and  con? anient  route ;  and  to  be  quartered  in, 
near,  or  as  convenient  as  pusaible  to  Boston,  that  the 
march  of  the  troops  may  not  be  delayed,  wbm'  trans* 
ports  arrive  to  receive  uilm. 

V. 

The  troops  tfi  bo  supplied  on  their  march,  and  du« 
rii^  tlieir  being  in  quarters,  with  provisions,  by  General 
Gates^s  orders,  at  the  same  rate  of  rations  as  the  troopa 
of  his  own  armyi  and  If  possible  the  officers*  horses  and 
cattle  are  to  be  supplied  with  fon^  at  the  usual  rates*  . 

VI. 

AU  oificer^  to  retain  their  carriages,  batt-hor8e|^  and 
other  cattle,  and  no  baggage  to  be  molested  or  searched  i 
l«ieotenant>general  Burgoyne  giving  bis  honour  that  there 
are  no  public  stores  secreted  therein.  M^jor-general  Gates 

will  ot  course  IhIvC  the  necessary  measures  for  the  due 
performance  of  this  article.  Should  any  carriagt*  he 
wanted  during  the  march  for  the  transportation  of  offi- 
cers' baggage^  they  are,  if  possible,  to  be  supplied  by  the 
country  at  the  usual  rates. 

VII. 

«  Upon  the'marcb/and  daring  the  time  the  army  shall 

remain  in  quarters  in  MassathuaetLs  jBhv,  Uie  uthtcrs 
are  not,  as  ikr  as  Qircumstancea  will  admit,  to  be  sepa- 
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r&tecl  from  their  men.    The  oiiiccrs  ai*e  to  be  quartered  CH  \i'. 
acconling  to  nuik»  and  are  not  to  be  hindered  from  as- 
•embling  their  men  fbr  roll  calb  and  other  taecessai^  par-  ^"^""^^ 
fHMea  of  regularity* 

VIU. 

«  All  coi'ps  wiiateverf  of  General  BupjE^ync's  army, 
whetltcr  composed  of  sailors,  batteaiimen,  artificers,  d ri- 
vers, independent  companies,  and  follower*;  of  the  mny^ 
of  whatever  conatry^  shall  be  inrJuded  in  the  fullest  sense 
and  iitnuksl  extent  of  the  above  articles^  and  comprehend- 
,  ed  in  every  respect  as  British'  subjects. 

IX. 

^*  All  Canadians,  and  persons  belong to  the  Cana> 
dian  establishment,  consisting  of  sailors,  batteaumen,  ar- 
tificersy  driverSf  independent  companies,  and  many  other 
followers  of  the  army*  who  come  under  no  particular  de* 
scription*  are  to  be  permitted  to  return  there;  they  are 
to  be  conducted  immediately  by  the  shortest  route  to  the 
fust  British  post  on  Lake  Geurgr,  arc  to  be  supplied 
with  provisions  in  the  same  manner  as  tiic  other  troops, 
and  are  to  be  bound  by  the  same  condition  of  not  serving 
during  the  present  contest  in  North  America. 

X. 

Passports  to  be  immediately  granted  for  three  otll- 
ccrs,  nut  exceeding  the  rank  of  captains,  wlio  shall  be 
appointed  by  Lieutenant-general  Burgoyno,  to  carry 
despatches  to  Sir  William  Uowe,  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  and 
to  Great  Britain*  by  the  way  of  New  York ;  and  Miyor* 
general  Qates  engages  the  public  faiths  that  these  des* 
patches  shall  not  be  opened.  These  officers  are  to  set 
out  immediately  after  receiving  their  despatches,  and  are 
to  ti  av€l  tlte  iiiiortest  route  and  in  the  most  exjieditiouS . 
manner. 

XI. 

^  During  the  etay  of  the  troops  in  Massachusetts  Bay* 
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Re  flee- 
tioAioa 

the  con« 
ventioo. 


t  CHAP,  the  ofiircf^  arc  to  be  admitted  on  parolei  and  are  to  Ik^ 
vni.    g[|Qwe(l  to  wear  their  side  arms. 

XIL 

«  Should  the  army  under  Lteutemuit-genend  Buv 
goyne  find  it  necemary  to  tend  for  their  dotbtn^  and 

other  baggage  to  Canada^  they  are  to  be  pi'rmiited  to  do 
it  in  the  most  ronveiiieiU  manner^  and  tlie  necesaary  pass- 
ports granted  for  that  parpose. 

Xill. 

«<  Theae  articlefl  are  to  be  motuaHy  eigncd  and  ex- 

cbaiij^d  to-momiw  mominif  at  9  o'clock^  and  tbe  tniopa 

untU  r  Lieutenant-general  Burgoyne  are  to  march  out  of 
their  erUrenchments  at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 
j(Signed)         HC >K ATIO  GATES,  Major^gewral. 
(Signed)      «  J.  BURGO¥N£,  iMukHant-gcnenL 


To  prevent  any  doobts  tfwt  might  arne  from  Ueo* 

tenant-general  Flurgoj  nc^s  name  not  being  mentioned  in 
the  above  treaty,  Major-general  Gates  hereby  der!ares» 
that  he  Is  understood  to  be  comprehended  in  it,  as  fully 
as  if  bia  name  bad  been  apecifirally  mentioned. 

<«  HOBATIO  GATES.*^ 
8U  S$tum  [F]. 
Thus  terminated  a  negociatton  which  prostrated  the 
power  of  the  enemy  in  the  nortli,  disconcerted  a  tlangcr- 
ons  project,  and  distracted  his  future  operations.  It  in- 
vigorated tiie  national  spirit,  retneved  disasters  in  tbe 
south,  and  encouraged  the  public  councils  to  resist  tbe 
ineidloua  plans  of  the  Britiab  cabinet^  to  disunite  the  Ame- 
rican pet^  and  diaam  opposition*  This  signal  even^ 
though  first  in  eclat»  was  secondary  in  its  consequencest 
to  the  glorious  achievement  at  Trenton;  I  take  the  distinc- 
tion, that  in  the  latter  ciisc  we  were  contending  for  life, 
with  a  handful  of  troops  opposed  to  an  host;  and  in  the 
former  we  were  defending  property  with  an  overwheim- 
ing  force.  Impartial  posterity  will 
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my  bumble  merits  in  these  important  transactions ;  and  it  chap. 

would  be  a  ratification  to  ki\o\v twh At niighiy  space  oj  public  ^ 
utUity  was  occuj^M     President  MuUson  in  tium  toentfid 
days, 

Ear^  on  the  moning  of  the  ±7tb,  I  visited  Greneral 
9wgojm  in  his  aunp^  and  acconpinM  him  to  iho 
l^und  when  hia  amjr  was  to  laj  down  their  nrms»finim 
whence  we  rode  to  the  hank  of  the  Hndion'o  rifer*  which 

he  surveyed  with  attention,  and  asked  me  whether  it  vv;ia 
not  fordable,  Certainly  Sir,  but  do  yon  observe  the  people 
on  the  opposite  shored  X'^  replied  hfi»  1  have  seen  them 
too  loo|;/' 

Ho  then  propoaad  to  he  intfodueed  to  General  Geto%  Meeting 
and  we  croaaed  the  Fiahkill  and  proceeded  towarda  hit  ^^^eru 
head  quai<era»  General  Bargoyne  in  front  with  his  adju-  Buri^oyM 

tant-gencral,  Kingston,  and  his  aides-de-camp  Captain  jJ^aGate^' 
Lord  Petersham*  and  Lieutenant  Wilfordf  bi^land  him,  * 
then  followed  Msyor-general  Fliiiiips,  the  Baron  Reide- 
ael  and  the  other  general  officers  and  their  suites  accord* 
ing  to  rank.  General  Galea  advised  of  Bargoyntf^a  ap- 
proach met  htm  at  the  bead  of  hie  can^  Bnrgojme  in  n 
rich  royal  uniform,  and  Galea  in  a  ^in  blue  ftodkt  when 
they  bad  approached  nearly  within  sword's  length  they 
reined  up  and  halted,  I  then  named  the  gentlemen  and 
General  Burgoyne  raiding  his  hat  most  gracefully  said, 
**  The  fortune  of  war^  General  Gates,  has  made  me  your 
prisoner/^  to  which  the  conqueror,  returning  a  courtly 
,8alule»  promptly  replied*  ^1  ^all  alwaya  he  ready  to 
hear  testimony  that  it  haa  not  heen  through  any  fault  of 
year  excdlency.      Major-genml  PhOlips  then  ad- 

*  *Kow  LiettteiiHit>fenefai  die  Birl  of  Ibntngiaa^  Cdonel  of  the 
lal  Ngiment  of  Life  Gotrds,  and  Gemnor  of  Windior  Otstle. 
t  Mow  LieoteoantfeMnl  and  Cblond  of  the  flh  NfiBeat  of  Dca^ 

goon  Guards. 

^  Veiy  different  was  the  conduct  of  Charles  Y.  to  Ihe  Elector  pf 
Sftxonj,  after  the  affair  of  Muhlberg*,  in  which  he  was  made  prisoner ; 

Approaching-  ihe  Emperor,  the  unfortunate  Prince  addressed  him, 
•*  Tlie  fortune  of  war  has  made  me  your  prisoner,  most  gracious  Em- 
toBior,  and  1  hope  to  be  treated — '*  here  Charles  harshly  interrupted 
mbif  "  and  am  I  (ben  at  last  acluiowledged  to  be  Emperor Charles 
vox.  JU  S  8 
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vanced,  and  fie  and  General  Gates  aalvtod  and  shMlc 

hands  \utli  the  familiarity  of  old  acquaintances.  The 
Baioti  Ki  sel  and  the  other  officoi*s  were  introduced  ui 
their  turn,  and  as  soon  as  the  ceremony  was  concluded^  I 
left  the  fMurty  and  returned  to  tlic  British  oamp^  to  esta* 
blish  guardsy  take  an  account  of  the  ordnance  and  give 
orders  for  the  march  of  the  priaonera.  -  *  * 

Of  the  returns*  exhibited  In  thia  place,  the  first  will 
shew  the  wliole  train  of  artillery  which  accompanied  the 
British  army,  excepting  four  lip^ht  pieces  taken  at  Ben- 
nington, and  will  SCI  \  e  to  conlnulict  the  malicions  fabri- 
cations invented  on  ttiat  subject,  and  framed  to  prejudice 
General  Burgoync's  character ;  and  titc  other  is  a  testi- 
monial that  althoi|gh  conqaered|i  the  Britiah  arai|r  ftNigbt 
gallantly, hied  profusely,  and  fell  covered  witb  honour*  The 
unprecedented  disproportion  InkHled  and  wounded  of  tMr 
officers  ar»fl  ])r  i\  ;iti  s,  must  he  arcountcd  for  on  the  superior 
marksmafisliip  of  the  yeomarn  y  of  the  country,  who  had 
been  accustomed  to  the  use  of  arms  from  early  youth,  and  not 

of  Ghent  was  the  only  title,  you  lately  bestowed  on  me.  Yua  slikll  be 
treated  as  you  de»erve.''  And  turned  from  him  abruptly  uith  an 
liaughty  air. 


*  MJETUM^  ^  (Mmrw  McT  Store*  tahtm  f^§m 

iriA,  173T. 


CANNON. 


Bos 
Ihi. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


1 2  pounder, 
6  do. 


94 

6 
3 


do. 

do. 
do. 
do. 


Koyal  howitzers, 
bight  Inch  howUsers, 


Total  of  ordnance,  i5 


2 
12 
4 
5 
2 


I  Taimi  70k  October,  neir  Stillwater. 
VTakfia  October  17lb»  at  Saratogm- 


J 


•/V*.  B.  Implements  i^id  stores  complete  for  the  pieces;  particolan 
not  ascertained  for  want  of  time ;  five  thousand  stand  of  arms  aie 
taken,  and  a  g^rcnt  (ju.intity  of  musket  cartridges  and  a  numb^of  am? 
munition  wu^ons,  travelling  forg-cs,  See. 

KBENEZKR  STEPHENS,  J/q;«r, 
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yet  sufliciently  drilled  to  have  lost  the  faculties  of  volition,  chap. 

And  Morgan's  corps  then  and  Forsyth's  in  the  late  war 

demonstrate  that  in  mountainous  countries  and  close  ^"^^^ 
^grounds,  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  in  their  natural 

condition,  under  strict  government,  and  led  hy  brave  and 
•  intelligent  officers  are  more  destructive  when  opposed  to 

military  machinery,  and  tactical  evolutions^  than  any 

other  species  of  troops. 

,  The  strong  excitements  produced  by  the  important  wiik'nwan 
scenes  in  which  I  had  been  engaffcd,  and  the  c«»nstitu- 

SICK  and 

tlonal  energies  supported  by  the  interests  which  those  proceeds 
j^^scenes  had  inspired  now  failed  me ;  I  was  no  longer  able 
to  keep  my  seat  on  horseback*  and  placed  on  a  bed  in  a 
'Wagon  by  the  side  of  Colonel  Philip  Van  Courtland,  of 
the  New  York  troops,  who  was  rcluccd  to  a  similar  state 
,of  debility;  we  were  conveyed  to  Albany,  where  I  had 
nearly  expired  the  ensuing  night  under  the  anguish  of  a 
convulsive  cholic.    In  this  enfeebled  condition,  with  a 
surgeon  of  the  hospital.  Doctor  llagan,  to  accompany 
me,  1  was  despatched  on  the  20th*  with  the  convention 

Rf^ulart  killed,  wounded^  and  pritoners  in  the  Campaign  \777. 


^  rOflBccra, 
5  V  Sergeants, 
u  J  Drummers, 

LRank  and  File, 
j  f'Officcrs, 
I  ;  Sergeants,  ^ 
j.  I  Drummers, 
O  L^ank  and  File, 

Aggregate, 


36 
15 

3 

207 
10 
12 
1 

141 


415 


<: 
o 

5 


47 

33 
5 

549 
16 

28 
8 

225 


911 


to 
O 


19 
14 

6 

449 
29 
59 
18 

575 


1169 


H 

o 


92 
62 
14 

1205 
55 
99 
27 

941 


24951 


Bargoyoe*s  State  of  the  expedition  from  Canada.  Appendix  No.  t\. 
♦  GENERAL  ORDERS. 

*      ■    ■  • 

•  Mbany,2QthOct.  Vrn. 

*»  Major  John  Armstrong  to  do  the  duty  of  deputy  adjutant-gene- 
ral until  Colonel  Wilkinson  returns  to  camp.  The  brigade  majors 
are  to  attend  at  head  quarters  every  morning  at  11  o'clock  and  every 
e\*ening  at  7  for  general  orders."  ,  . 


CHAP,  and  ttie  follow  ing  letter  to  the  President  of  Congress ;  at 
the  same  time  Major-general  Schuyler  fa?oui*ed  mc  witk 
the  most  flattering  csedentuds*  t6  bis  fiteids  m  that 
tionnible  iiod^*  * 

**  Camp  Saratoga,  IM  CdL  t7T7» 

«  Sir, 

«« I  have  the  satisfaction  to  present  your  excellency 
with  the  convetiUoa  of  Saratoga*  by  which  bis  excellency 
Lieutenant-general  Burgoyne  has  sarrendered  bimadC 
and  hie  whole  army  into  my  hands,  and  tbej  are  now 
upon  their  march  for  Boston  ;  Ifttt  rigtud  and  tmporloat 
event  is  the  more  glorious,  as  it  was  effecUd  wifft  so  little 
Lous  lo  the  (niny  uj  the  United  States. 

«  This  letter  will  be  iiresented  to  your  excellency  by  . 
my  adjutant-general^  Coiuncl  Wilkinson^  to  whom  i  must 
beg  leave  to  rafer  your  excellency  for  the  particulars  that 
brought  this  great  business  to  so  hgppj  and  ftrtnnate  n 
condusion. 

« I  desire  to  be  permitted  to  reconnnend  this  gsfiant 

officer,  in  the  warmest  manner,  to  Congress;  and  intreat 
that  lie  may  be  continued  in  his  present  qQicc  wiUi  Ui« 
brevet  of  a  hrijs^adier-general. 

The  honourable  Congress  will  believe  mc  when  I 
asBsre  tbeoif  that  from  the  beginning  of  this  contest  I  y 
have  (not)  met  with  a  more  promising  military  geniua. ' 
than  Colonel  Willdn8on»  and  whose  servkes  haoe  been 
the  kut  importance  to  this  army, 

**  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

**  Your  excellency's  most  obedient 
And  humble  servant, 

«  HORATIO  6AT£S. 
Bis  ExeeUenof  John  JEbucotk,  esq, 
FmiiM  ef  Congress/^ 

#  This  letter  is  most  particularly  worthy  of  remark,  in- 
asmuch as  it  measures  the  importance  of  tbc  triumph^  by 
the  cheapness  with  which  it  was  purchased  |  but  in  the 
reign  of  President  Madison,  a  bloodless  victsiy  is  no 


ijiyiiizeQ  by  GoOgle 


GENERAL  WILKINSON. 


compliment  to  tlie  vkJtar,  whilst  a  bloody  defeat  is  consi-  en  a  p. 
dsrod  tlie  consimnMlioa  of  genertlsbip;  and  bj  a  very  ^^^^l^ 
Baturil  traiisitian»  tke  odloas  cowardice  at  Bladeinbargy 
has  secafed  the  aBcrlpCioiis  of  milKarj  ex€«nence  to  mere  »tate,  ac  ' 
animal  courage,  llie  first  days  and  nights  of  my  jour-  ^yTsur!* 
ncy  were  painful  in  the  cxtreiuc,  but  moderate  exercise 
and  change  of  climate  gave  me  strength,  yet  I  was  ex-  edu>Con- 
tremely  sensible  to  fatigue.    The  third  day  1  pas^d  the  ^J^^^ 
rains  oC  Esofniiy  (Kingston)  which  had  been  recently  teotioii? 
bnnit  by^  General  Yaogliaat*  and  at  Horiy  I  foand  Go.  ^""^^ 
Temor  Clinlon»  Coienel  Lamb  and  other  oilcer8»  with  on  his 
the  honourable  6.  Morris,  whose  zeal  and  patriotism  inJ^*''"^* 
those  days  of  trial  were  conspicuous ;  for  I  remember  he 
had  visited  (he  army  at  Fort  Edward,  in  the  most  gloomy 
stage  of  the  campaign,  and  mingled  in  the  councils  of 
General  Schuyler  when  his  country  had  deserted  him* 

Gofemor  dlntatb  wHh  his  characteristic  acH? iQr»  per* 
severance  and  dsoision»  had  baenf  (sobseqnmmj  to  the  loss 
of  Fort  Montgomery,  drvrn  whence,  after  combating  the 
enemy  ^'ense  manuf**  I  understand  he  escaped  b)  itap- 
Ing  down  A  precipice*)  incessantly  engaged  in  raising  a 
force  to  cover  the  country  on  the  west  of  the  Hudson's 
river^  agaiast  the  depredations  of  the  enemy  |  bat»  hither- 

•  «««ttai9,19>IOci0lfr,im. 
••Sir, 

With  anenmptcd  cnd^  yam  hm  ledoced  the  Sue  villagt  of 
Kingston  to  athea»  and  noat  of  the  wietched  tnhabitiuita  to  mini  1 
am  inforoied  jou  idso  continue  to  laf  age  and  burn  all  before  you  on 
hoth  sides  of  the  river.  la  it  thus  yourltiag's  generals  think  to  malce 
converts  to  the  royal  cause  ?  It  is  no  less  surprising  than  true  that  the 
measures  they  adopt  to  serve  their  master,  have  the  quite  contrary 
effect.  Their  cruelty,  estabti&lied  the  gloriotjs  act  of"  indcpk  rideiic«» 
upon  the  broad  basis  of  the  general  resentments  of  tlie  people. 

**  Abler  generals  and  much  older  offirers  than  you  can  pretend  to 
ht,  are  now  by  the  fortune  of  war,  iii  my  Uaudji;  their  fortune  nt^y 
mm  aiy  tie  yours,  when  Sir»  k  may  not  be  in  tte  pMrer  of  any  thing 
homaiit  le  aave  yott  ftoB  the  Just  tmrcBse  of  an  iidured  people. 

Tour  moat  obedt  banible  aeir't 
HORATIO  GATB9. 
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CHAP  to  his  effbrto  hftd  proved  unavailinj^,  though  bis  vigilance 
^^^JJ^  and  exertions  were  unceasing:;;.  His  correspondence  with 
General  Gates,  witicli  I  shall  here  inBcrt,  will  unfold 
some  incidents  not  unworthjr  note,  atid  \\iU  bear  testimo- 
ny to  the  energy  and  diecemment  oC  this  distinguished 
patriot 

'*  Mw  WiadMOTf  Oet  91/if  i77r. 

Dear  General, 

<*  Immediately  after  our  late  misfortunes  at  Ywt  Mont- 
gomery,  I  wrote  tlic  legislature  of  this  state  the  particu- 
Jars^  requesting  them  without  delay  to  forward  them  to 
you.  My  hurry  at  that  time  and  sinoe  prevented  my  an* 
swering  your  fevour  of  the  4^th  instant  till  nowy  since 
which  the  enemy  have  taken  pomession  of  Fort  Const!- 
totion,  and  arc  at  tliis  time  uut  far  below  the  chevaux  de 
frize.  My  t^uards  fell  in  witli  and  toolc  two  spies  from 
Crenerai  Cliiito]i  going  to  Burgoyne ;  one  of  them  con- 
fessed that  his  orders  were  to  make  all  possible  despatch^ 
to  inform  General  Burgoyne  that  he  had  got  Fort  Moat- 
gomery»  fht  l»y  qfJimeneaf  and  was  preparing  to  weigb 
the  chevaux  de  frize;  and  that  lie  (Burgoyne)  might  pro* 
ceedy  as  all  obstacles  in  the  river  were  removed  |  he  fur- 
J  ther  says  that  Clinton  is  determined  to  pusli  up  tlie  river 

to  relieve  Burgoyne  from  bis  present  difficulty.  The  en- 
closed confwion  of  Taylor  will  give  you  some  idea  of 
their  past  manmuvres  and  future  intentions;  If  1  have 
been  rightly  informed^  your  army  is  now  so  numerous* 
that  you  can  with  safety  order  a  part  to  establish  a  post 
at  or  on  this' side  of  Albany;  in  thatcasot  if  they  move 
up,  General  Putnam,  who  is  collecting  a  lare^e  boilv  of 
CoiuK  client  militia  on  llie  opposite  shore,  will  bv  able  to 
join  tbcffl«  1  shall  endeavour  to  keep  between  Uiom  and 
your  army  with  two  continental  regiments  and  some  mi- 
Jitia»  and  hope  by  this  means  to  prevent  their  reaching 
Albany;  indeed  I  am  sure  it  can  be  done*  provided  you 
estahllfih  a  post  on  this  side  for  us  to  retire  to.  I  cannot 
at  present  nscertaiii  the  number  lost  at  Koi-t  Montgo- 
mery.   My  lu'oiber  Geocral  Clinton,  (wlio  received  a 
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wound  ill  Lis  thigh)  witli  a  number  ui  other  officers,  to-  CHAP, 
xctlu  r  with  two  hundred  of  Dcboise's  t^giment,  made  ^ 
their  escape  after  ilic  etiemy  were  in  possession  of  the  Jorty 
•ml  bave  come  in  safe.  We  have  just  rccaived  intelU- 
§eiiGe»  that  Geoeiil  Washington  attacked  the  enemy  last 
Miiiday  on  Chemnt  hi|]»  near  PfaUaddphia»  defeated 
and^roTa  them  throygb  QeriMntown;  night  coming  on, 
he  withdrew^  and  renewed  the  attack  early  on  Sunday 
morning,  and  had  gained  the  victory.  We  have  yet  re- 
ceived no  authenticated  accounts  of  the  action.  Colonel 
JUamby  and  most  of  Uio  officors  and  men  who  were  vith 
no  at  the  ibrtj  havo  also  aacapcd. 

I  ami  dear  8ir>  with  great  regard^ 
r  Yoor  moat  obedient  servant, 

«  GEO.  CUJSTON. 

«  Mujor-general  Gates,** 


Me(hnfmUmqfJkmiH7!lasfkn'{i^  Spy)  at  J^ew  mitiior, 

lAnralfly,  Oct.  9%  1777. 

<»I  left  Fort  Montgomery  yesterday  evening,  with  a 
charge  from  Sir  Henry  Clinton>  to  go  witii  all  possiblo 
despatch  through  the  country  on  the  west  side  of  Hud- 
son's river  to  General  Burgoyno»  and  aoqtuaint  him,  that 
on  Monday  the  6th  inst.  ho  stormed  and  carried  the  fbrtt 
with  the  loss  of  LiOQtenant-coionsl  Grants  Major  Camp- 
belly  Major  Sela  and  other  field  olScersy  a  number  of 
otlicr  officers  \vhosc  names  he  doCij  not  i  ccoUect,  and  up- 
wards of  three  hundred  rank  and  file  killed,  and  to  ac- 
quaint General  Burgoyne  that  the  obstructioiis  in  the 
rirer  are  now  nearly  removed^  and  that  he  might  move 
Ibrward  as  foot  as  he  pleased;  that  General  Howe  had 
defeated  the  rebels  near  Pbiladelphlay  and  that  the  two 
frigates  belonging  to  the  rebels  in  Hodson's  river  were 
both  burnt;  a  Captain  Cinopbi  11  of  Burgoyne's  army, 
lately  arrived  w  itfi  th  spatchcs  to  Greneral  Clinton,  and 
set  off  on  his  return  yesterday  morning,  with  tlie  news 

of  the  i*eduction  of  Fort  Montgomeiyy  and  that  a  number 
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CH  AP,  of  people  m  employed  who  go  constaafly  trma  e«e  araif 

^^,^1^  to  the  other,  and  that  Lieateaant-^neral  Clintou  inteiid* 
>  ed  to  push  up  the  river." 

<««/\rn&  9FimUor,  QcL  Hth,  1777. 

«f  Bear  Generalf 

In  my  letter  of  the  9th  laat.  I  inteaied  yoaof  a  qgr 
we  bad  taken,  after  which  I  was  given  to  uadmtaad  he 

had  swallowed  the  letter  which  he  had  in  chai^  from 
Clinton  to  Burguync.  1  immediately  ordered  him  u  se- 
vere dose  of  tf\rtai'  emetic^  and  hist  night  brought  from 
him  a  smaU  silver  bullet.  In  the  hoUow  of  it  was  a  letter| 
the  copy  I  now  incloaoy  by  wliich  ypu  may  aee  tliat  Clio- 
ton  ia  by  no  neana  coniident  of  a  junction* ,  ^ 

The  aiicces?  of  oor  arma  under  yonr  comnaiid  iiaa 
jaat  arrtvedy  on  which  I  most  heartily  oongratulate  youy 
and  with  you  lament  tin;  rnijjfortunes  of-Grenerals  Arnold 
and  Lincoln.  1  am  daily  gathtiring  stren^h  at  this  post, 
and  cannot  but  bope»  that  if  General  Clinton  should  at- 
tempt Albany,  it  will  end  mnch  to  oor  advantage.  Ge- 
neral Waahiogton  haa  been  veiy  aucceasfial  to  the  aoath* 
ward* 

la  hastOf  and  with  eeteem, 

I  am,  dciir  General, 

*f  Your  obedient  humble  scrvantgi 
u  G£0.  CUNTON* 

**  I\  S.  Be  pleased  to  make  my  kindest  complimenta  to 
Generala  Lincoln  and  Arnold* 

«  Mtjor-gineral  QuksJ^ 

(COPY.) 

Fort  MaiUgomery,  Oct  SUi,  ±777.  ' 
Nous  y  voici,  and  nothing  now  between  us  but 
Gates*    I  sincerely  hope  this  little,  ^ccesa  of  oura 
may  facilitate  your  operations*  In  anaw^  to  yoni^  letter 
of  the  SOth  Sept  by  C.  C,  I  shall  only  say  I  cannot  pre- 
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iMe  to  order  or  eroti  advise,  for  reasons  obvloos.  I  chap. 

heartiJ^  wish  you  success. 

«  Faithfully  youi*s, 

"  U.  CLINTON." 

t*  mrktfp  ti  mUesfitm  Xlngston,  Oct  1777. 
«<DearSir» 

« I  have  repeatedly  done  myself  the  boiiour  to  Inform 
you  of  my  situation^  and  think  it  my  duty  again  to  do  sa» 

that  If  any  of  those  consequetires  should  happen  which 
may  now  be  easily  fureseeo^  the  iUame,  if  any»  may  not 
lie  at  my  door. 

«  When  I  undertook*  at  the  request  of  General  Put- 
nam*  to  put  myself  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  men  to  pro- 
tect the  nvestem  shores  of  Hudson's  river»  and  to  throw 
myself  between  the  enemy  and  your  army  Bhould  they 
proceed  up  tlie  j  ivcM-,  I  represented  t«  him  in  sh  or^i^  terms 
the  situation  of  tins  pitrt  of  iUc  coiintry,  tliinly  iiihahitcd. 
and  tiie  interior  part»  unsettled  and  separated  from,  ail 
assistance*  by  a  chain  of  mountains ;  In  consequence  of 
which  representation  he  agreed  to  let  me  have  tliree  thou- 
sand men  of  the  eastern  millllaf  should  they  come  In  aft 
be  espectbd  they  wovld,  of  which  numbert  however*  bo 
hath  not  bt  ut  luc  lour  hmidi  ed.  I  then  clearly  saw,  that 
it  would  be  impossible  fur  mc  to  protect  the  country^  un- 
less 1  could  be  reinforced  from  the  uorthern  army,  whicli 
from  your  letter  i  had  reason  to  expect*  I  wrote  also  to 
General  Dickenson  of  ^ew  Jersey  upon  the  same  sub- 
ject and  I  am  informed^  that  notwithstanding  the  ex* 
posed  situation  itt  his  own  slate*  be  has  ordered  six  hun- 
dred men  to  my  brother's  assistance  at  New  Windsor. 
Kingston  has  been  destroyed,  merely  because  I  have  been 
90  deceived  in  my  expectations  of  assistance,  that  it  was 
impossible  to  take  measures  for  its  security*  i  am  now 
Sir*  at  the  head  of  little  more  than  one  thousand  men*  to 
cover  the  most  valuable  part  of  the  county  of  Ulster. 

««  The  enemy  have  lain  still  yesterday  and  the  day  be- 
fore, with  a  stronc;  souUioi  jy  vuni!,  from  wlieiicc  it  \h  evi" 
dent  that  a  knowledge  of  Bur.^oync'y  fate  hath  clmuged 

VOL.  I.  T  t  ' 
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CHAP,  (heir  intentions  aiiaimt  Albany.  If  fli^  land  in  fiNCiy  I 
mnst  either  retreat  or  sacrifice  my  few  men*  and  loio 
seven  very  ralaable  pieces  of  field  artillery.  If  I  retreat, 

this  wliole  country  will  be  ravaged  ami  destroyed,  and 
that  at  a  h(  ason  of  the  year  when  the  iniiabitants,  who 
are  warmly  attached  to  the  American  cause,  will  want 
time  to  provide  cover  for  their  families  against^tke  incl«« 
mencles  of  tlie  ensning,  winter*  Wliiie  we  m^^pMf^  on 
tlie  defensive^  two  thousand  men  on  the  river  will  fend 
full  employment  for  twelve  or  fifteen  hundred ;  hot  if 
four  thousand  arc  left  to  cover  Albany,  two  thousand 
here,  and  two  thou«?and  on  the  other  sidf  of  the  river,  it 
w  ill  be  by  no  means  impracticable  to  recover  the  passes  in 
the  highlands ;  in  which  case  the  greater  part  of  the  army^ 
now  along  the  banks  of  the  river^  nay  be  broqght  to  act 
oflTensively  against  tbe  enemy*  and  perhaps  render  the 
present  campaign  decisive  in  our  favour.  ^ 

*<  Colonel  Malculni,  who  is  the  hciucr  of  this  letter, 
will  do  iiiuiself  the  honour  of  stating  and  explaining  to 
you  ray  ideas  upon  this  subject,  and  you  will  do  mc  a  par- 
ticular favour*  if  in  answer  to  this,  you  will  iufonn  me, 
what  I  am  to  expect,  and  what  is  expected  from  me* 

I  fun,  dear  General, 

With  particular  esteem, 

«  Your  most  ob't  scrv't 

GEO.  CLINTON. 

2b  the  JfotL  Major-general  GaUe—Mani^/' 

On  the  S4th  I  reached  £aston  where  I  rested  the£$th; 
at  tliis  place  I  fell  in  with  Doctor  William  Shippcn,  the 
director-general  of  military  hospitals,  whose  anatomical 
lectures  I  had  attended  in  the  years  ir 74 -5,  and  .with 
whom  I  hadl  since  become  intimate;  in  tbe  course  of  con- 
versation with  this  (gentleman  and  Mrs.  ,  a  most 
respectable  lady^  still  living  in  Philadelphia,  I  was  asked 
whether  I  had  seen  Gen.  Conway's  letter  to  Gen.  Gates, 
in  which  he  assigned  thirteen  reasons  for  the  loss  of  tiie 
battle  of  Brandy  wine  ?  I  had  perused  this  letter,  and  heard 
Gcu.  Gates  read  and  comuienl  on  it,  in  the  presence  of 
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several  officers  of  the  maj,  but  thooslit  nothing^  more  of  chap. 
it  unto  I  was  thus  questioned ;  nor  did  it  tlien  occur  to 

me  as  a  matter  of  importance.  I  arrived  at  Reading  the  ^^ri  ives  at 
evening  of  the  27th,  and  was  visited  by  General  Mifflin,  Reading, 
witli  whom  I  hail  been  acqiiainted  at  the  siege  of  Boston,  f^trvMcw** 
lie  invited  me  to  take  tea  with  him,  and  I  found  two  cast-  ^^'^'i 
em  members  of  Congress  at  his  house ;  I  was  minutely  siq. 
questioned  by  tben^  respecting  the  militarj  operations 
in  the  norths  General  Washington's  misfortnnes  wero 
.strictorcd  severely  by  them,  and  General  Conway's  cri- 
ticisms \sere  again  mentioned.  General  Miiflin  appear- 
ed exceedingly  despondent,  anU  observed  that  he  consi- 
dered the  insurance  of  buildings  at  Reading  against  tho  . 
depredations  of  the  enemy  worthy  reflection ;  this  even- 
ing it  began  to  rain»  and  tho  next  day  it  IbU  in  torrents; 
Lord  Starting  was  confined  at  this  village,  in  consequence 
of  a  fall  from  his  horse,  and  being  myself  detained  by  tho 
weather,  for  I  dared  not  ride  in  the  l  ain,  I  consented  at 
his  earnest  request  to  lake  a  pot  luvk  dinner  witli  him, 
and  was  happy  to  meet  my  friend  Miyor  Monroe*  in 
capacity  of  aid-de-camp  to  ids  Lordship ;  with  a  noble 
deportment  and  dignified  manners.  Lord  Sterling  com* 
hined  soond  education  and  respectable  talents.  I  speak . 
of  his  foibles  with  reluctance,  for  he  was  an  officer  of 
conspicuous  gallantry ;  his  addictions  were  notorious  and 
his  fondness  for  a  long  set  not  the  least  remark a()le,  for 
no  man  could  be  more  strongly  disposed  to  fight  his  bat* 
ties  over  ag^iru  The  £arl  had  another  aid-de-camp  by 
the  name  of  M<Williams,  whom  \  bad  never  seen  liefore. 
We  dined  agreeably  and  I  did  not  get  away  from  his 
lordship  before  midnight,  tho  rain  continuing  to  pour 
down  witliout  intermission.  In  tlie  course  ot  the  day,  his 
lordship  fought  over  the  battle  of  Lont;  Ishind  in  detail, 
and  favoured  me  with  recitals  of  all  the  affairs  in  which 
he  Iiad  subsequently  performed  a  part,  and  I  reciprocated 
information  of  such  transactions  in  tlie  north  as  could  in- 
terest  or  amuse  him.  The  conversation  was  too  copious 
and  diffuse  fi>r  me  to  have  charged  my  memory  with  par* 

» 

*  Now  Seeietiiy  of  State* 
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fiHAP.  liculars^  and  from  the  circumstances  of  it,  it  was  confi- 
dential* 


wilkii^^  During  t|ie  night,  tbe  Scboylkill  bad  oYerflowed  its 
arrives  at-  banks*  aild  swept  away  all  the  scows  from  the  netgbbonr* 
and  de '"S  ferrics ;  I  (herefore  found  It  impracticable  to  cross  tbe 
vers  hit'    river  until  the  SOth,  and  arrived  at  York-tqmm  the  seat 
paiche*.        ^''^  Congress  thfe  next  ilay ;  but  Mr.  liuui ork  had  re- 
^  signed  t!ie  presidency,  and  the  secretary,  Mr.  Charles 
Thompson^  was  by  a  resolution  of  Congress  otUciating  as 
president;  I  tlierefore  had  the  satisfaction  to  deliver  ray 
public  deapatcbes  to  that  respectable  citizen  ami  exem- 
plary patriot*  and  by  an  order  of  Congress  attended'  that 
bonotirabte  body,  where  I  was  received  with  kindness 
and  treated  with  indulgonce.    After  Ijavinc;  answered 
sundry  qupstiuns  resi)ecting  tl>o  rolative  si! inUion  of  Uie 
two  armies  before*  at  and  after  the  con vcn lion*  the  bear* 
ing  of  which  in  Sfime  instances  tended  to  depreciate  its 
importance  ;  I  observed*  that  I  bad  in  charge  sundry 
papers  to  be  submitted  to  Congress*  which  required  time 
for  their  arrangementi  and  thereupon  I  was  permitted  to 
withdraw, 

Fcrceives      j,^  t|ie  course  oftliis  ainlicnce,  I  (houglit  I  perceived  a 
*  f         disposition  in  two  or  three  gentlemen  toderugate  from  GeiKy^ 
rcrtum     Qates's  triumph.   I  had  been  qnesttoned  as  to  the  prac- 

iTicmbcrs 

to  dtprc.  ticabiiity  of  mddng  Boigoyne's  army  prisoners  of  war* 
r  ate  the        ii,^^  1,^,^  It  observed*  timt  it  would  have  been  better 

r (pture  ot 

Bur^oyne.  for  the  United  States  if  that  army  liad  escaped  to  Cana- 
da, where  it  would  have  been  out  of  the  way  ;  whereas 
'  the  convention  would  merely  serve  to  transfer  it  to  Sir 

William  IlowCy  and  bring  Burgoyne's  wliolc  force  iin- 
mediateiy  into  operation  against  us  on  tho  Atlantic  coast. 
As  unreasonable  as  tliese  exceptions  were*  tliey  merited 
consideration*  and  I  determined  to  exercise  the  authority 
.  C^neral  Gates  had  given  me,  and  meet  tliem  by  a  mcs- 
.    sa,^c  to  be  prepared  r«»r  Congress,  in  his  name.    I  con- 

■ 

suited  two  of  his  Iriends,  Messrs.  Samuel  Adams  and 
James  Lovell,  on  the  subject,  to  whom  I  had  letters,  who 
cammen^ed  the  plan*  and  I  made  a  draft  which  thqr  en^ 
ttrely  approve^l. 


/ 
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Having  ]ireparad  and  amiDged  the docaments  pvdiii^i*  chaf, 
may  to  tiie  ooBventionj  with  retam  of  the  two  emiesy  ^T'J^ 
and  of  the  ddnam  aad  atom  captoredt  I  was  «gain  jn- 
ti^aced  to  Con^Si  on  the  afteraooD  of  the  Sdy  bjr  Mr.  intro- 

Thompson^  Mr.  Henry  Laurens  havin^^  been  chosen  lUe  c^,^^ 
pre^identy  and  delivered  to  tliat  body  a  me8sa||e  (tom 
ttenera^  Gatea  in  the  fi^wii^  words* 

in  Onign$$9  JVlw.  9df  1777—4  o^eMk»  P.  M 

«  According  to  otder  Cobnel  Willdnaon  attended^  and 

delivered  a  message  Irum  Geueral  Gates  in  the  following 
Words. 

I  havr  it  in  charge  from  Major-^neral  Gates  to  re- 
present to  the  honourable  the  Congress,  that  Lieotenant- 
general  Burgoyne  at  the  time  he  capitulated  waaatroi^jr 
intrenched  in  a  Ibmidable  {maty  with  twelve  day's  provU  , 
aion$  that,  the  reduction  of  Fori  Monlgomeryy  and  the 
enemy's  conaeqoent  progress  np  Uie  Hudson's  rivery  eii« 
dangered  our  arsenal  at  Albany  ;  a  reflection  which  left 
General  Gates  no  time  to  contest  the  capitulation  with 
General  Burgoyne^  but  indiiced  the  necessity  of  imuie* 
diately  closing  with  his  proposals,  hazarding  a  disadvan- 
tageous attaci(f  or  retiring  from  his  position  for  tiie  se* 
cnrilyof  our  nmgasine.  This  delicate  aKuatioa  abridged 
our  conquest,  and  procvred  Lieutenant^neral  Bar- 
goyne  the  terms  he  enjoys.  Had  our  attacls  been  car- 
ried against  General  Bur^oyne,  the  disroemberment  oC 
our  army  must  necessarily  have  been  such  as  would  liave 
incapacitated  it  from  further  action.  With  an  army  in 
iMalth^  vigour  and  spiiitsy  Major-general  Gatea  now 
waita  the  commanda  of  the  honourable  Congress. 

M  Colonel  Wilkinson  then  laid  before  Congress  aun- 
<dry,  original  papers  relative  to  the  convention,  whicli 
weft  read ;  \'iz, 

**  1st. — A  message  from  Lieutenant-general  Burgoyne 
to  Major-general  Gates,  with  General  Gates's  answer  of  ^ 
the  19th  of  October,  1777. 
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CHAP.        2d.^A  message  Uom  iiemteBUit-geiieral  Bm^ojne 
tiwAMbtf  October. 

«  4tlk.^.jQ«nefd  Oetaw^i  propcMbto  lieiitoilajilipao* 

ral  Burgo^nc,  with  Greneral-Buri^oyne'i  aiMlwm. 

M  5th — A  messi^  Iroiu  Lieuteaant-general  Burgoyne 
to  General  Gates. 
,  "  6tU^ — General  Burgoyne's  proposAis*  and  GcQerel 

Oatea's  anewere. 

u  rth^Meaaage  from  Llentenant-general  Bnrgoyne 
to  General  G«ln»  Oci^iM. 

u  8tK.— Anotfier  neesage  £fom  Genond  Biii*goyne  t» 
General  Gates,  Oct.  I6th. 

**  9th.«— Moiai^  from  General  Gates  to  General  Bar- 
goyne. 

totii«^Retnm  eC  General  B«|^yn^s  emy  vrkicli 

«  lltbi^Retum  of  ordtMneei  lcG.  tiken  and  enrren* 

dered. 

«  12th» — Articles  of  convention. 
13tli. — Greneral  Gates's  explanation  to  include  Ge- 
neral Bntyoyne  in  tbe  conventien/' 

I  then  described  minnteljr  the  strot^  ground  eccupiedf 
bjr  General  Borgoynct  and  tbe  true  atate  of  onr  owa* 
forci^  wbkli  depended  cbMy  on  Tolnnteer  militia^  wbA 
llactnated  Amn  day  to  day ;  for  It  ia  a  fact  tbat  tie  stats 

of  the  continental  troops  ^'aried  IHtle  from  the  return  of 
the  4th  of  October,  which  was  the  List  I  recollect  to  have 
received*  and  In  truth  another  was  not  due  nntil  the  1st 
of  ^o¥eniber«  tiiough  it  was  in  the  power  o(  the  general 
to  order  one  at  his  discretiou ;  the  impatience  of  the  yeo* 
manry  to  return  home  was  demonstrated  by  those  who 
wwe  met  fay  Bnrgoyne*s  spy  on  the  night  of  the  I5th»- 
and  numbers  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  retired  on  xlia 
16th  and  4  7th,  be  fore  and  after  it  was  ascertained  that 
tlie  enemy  was  to  surrender,  hut  anterior  to  the  consum- 
mation of  the  event }  however^  no  aigoment  can  be  fairly 
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Mvcti  Am  tUpe  fiHst«»    aitet  4ie  coMitaMMisr  •!  Il»  chap. 
militia,  that  bulwark  of  tlw  GMtitntioii,  tlie  fNtim  and 

the  independence  of  the  natton  ;  lor  Ihcse  mi  ti,  consisting  conduct 
of  all  ranks  and  ai^cs,  had  come  fortfi  wiLkont  contract  of  tiic  mi- 
or  eiiga£;eamt«  on  the  spur  of  the  occasion*  provided  osly  ly  *pral£^ 
for  a  vraelc#  and  had  contiaued  in  acriFica  a  iivtaight;  wortiiy. 
and  I  rememlMr    11  ta  have  seen  among  than  ana  of  Ihft 
oMeat  aad  maal  faithAil  aopparten  of  tfaa  malatiaii»  the 
venarable  and  infleiihla  imtrioC  John  Lai%;don  t  If  theaa 
same  men  had  beeu  drafted  or  classed  for  three  or  four 
months,  their  services  might  have  been  confidently  relied 
on,  and  it  is  a  truth  not  to  be  deuied,  that  the  disrepute 
and  odium  contrived  to  be  thrawn  on  the  militia,  may  be  . 
honeaUjr  aacrihad  to  the  ignorance^  >^P*^  ^d  improvlp 
dencaof  the  general  gofernmant.  It  maid  seem  that  «•  Rdfee- 
covet  bleaalnga  widch  we  are  anwilling  (a  pay  lor ;  bat,  '^^'^^^ 
at  the  same  time,  to  save  the  troahle  of  inquiry  and  re»  wot  node 
flection,  with  heedless  heads  and  lavish  hands,  we  follow 
the  example  of  tlvc  old  world,  and  dissipate  millions  fur 
exterior  defence,  on  iastitutioaa  which,  in  groceaa  of  timoy 
must  infalliby  d^atroy  the  balance  of  power;  and  by  in-* 
creaaing  the  patronage  and  influence  of  the  exeeatlve  da- 
partmenl*  will  enable  that  hronch  of  the  government  in- 
aenaihiy  to  aahvert  the  principlea  of  the  conalitotfon,  and 
swallow  up  the  libertica  of  tlie  people.    To  a%'ert  these 
evils,  the  citizens  of  tho  United  States  should  spare  no 
pains  or  expense^  ta  organise  and  equip  themselves  for 
sd/^Jmui  fiU  year  coaatry  with  anna  and  manitiona 
of  war»  my  eonntrymen  ;  depoait  them  in  aoltable  maga> 
ainea,  conveniently  eataUiahed  throughout  the  national 
limits,  and  have  them  carefully  preserved  for  service ; 
fortify'  your  ports,  harbours,  commanding  defiles,  and 
critical  passes,  with  durable  works,  judiciously  construct- 
ed and  competently  endowed :  and  tiien,  with  an  ocean  of 
three  thouaand  milca  between  you  and  tl|e  European 
atatea,  no  power  on  earth  can  be  tempted  to  invade  your 
borders  t  becauae  of  the  enormous  expensey  and  the  Im- 
possibility  of  acquiring  any  permanent  advantage,  over  an 
armed  and  a  brave  ^icople,  far  removed  from  every  trans- 
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CHAP,  atlaatic  raoorau  Thus  the  meain  of  safely  and  of  hagk 
piness  are  as  obfioasf  as  the  insidiotts  measures  of  Presi?- 
dent  Madison  have  been  corrupt*  dangeroas  and  destrao 
tive.  The  reader  will  pardon  this  dig^resslon*  which 

springs  out  of  my  solic  itude  to  preserve  unirapaifed,  the 
glorious  fabric  estabiished  ou  the  best  blood  of  the  Aine« 
rican  people. 

Having  submitted  my  report  and  explanations  to  the 
national  representativest  I  requested  that  the  original 
documents  might  be  restored  to  met  after  they  bad  beenr 
copied ;  an  order  was  made  to  that  effBct^  they  were  re* 

turned,  and  have  remained  in  my  possession  ever  since. 

The  day  after  I  had  tlius  faithfully  acquitted  myself  tor 
my  general,  I  sat  down  and  advised  him  of  my  proceed* 
ings  in  a  letter  which  1  shall  expose,  although  written  in 
baste,  ani  conveying  the  effusions  of  a  yonthful^  ardent^ 
and  alfectlonate  heart 

^       FmMownf  JVbv.  1777. 
Wilkin*    **  My  dear  General  and  loved  Friendy 
ter'to****      "  '  arrived  at  this  place  on  the  Slst  ultimo.  A  confir- 
6ener«l    mation  of  the  convention  amply  compensated^  for  the 
KovTi^    anxiety  which  a  want  of  earlier  intelligence  bad  ocoa^ 
1777.      sioned  the  CoQgress.  I  was  immediately  called  before. 
CongresSf  and  after  answering  a  few  general  questionsy 
informed  them,  that  I  had  a  message  from  you^  with  a 
iiuiiibcr  uf  papers  prefatory  to  the  convention,  to  lay  be- 
fore the  honourable  house,  an  arrauc^i  ment  of  which 
would  take  up  a  day  or  two  ;  1  therefore  begged  a  sus- 
pension of  any  further  examination»  until  I  Imd  reduced 
these  matteni  (o  proper  order,  which  was  granted,  aa«l  I 
withdrew. 

found  the  chair  vacated  by  the  resignation  of  Mr. 

Hancock,  and  that  seat  of  honour  was  conferred  on  Co- 
lonel Laurciki  ot  South  Carolinat  wlto,  to  l>e  8hort>  is  a 
gentleman  of  judgment  and  liberality. 

•'Through  the  industry  of  your  friendSf  whom  you  iiad 
indulged  with  copies,  the  articles  of  treaty  (with  their 
diabolical  comments,  I  suppose,)  reached  the  grand  army 
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before  I  did  the  Congress.  The  predetermined,  readily  chaf. 
disapproved^  and  induced  the  ignorant  to  condemn  them;  2^*^^ 
a  danonr  has  eiwicd^  which  musl*  bumtwet,  bo  short  ^"^"^^^ 
.  lif  ad.  Befm  I  pmeod  fiirthort  permit  me  to  intrttt 
yma,  new  in  Mm  to  ■nler  ooptee  to  be  taken,  or  «7en 
iDdiscrimmateiy  to  snffer  persons  to  inspect  your  public 
or  private  papers  ;  for  beUe?e  me^  my  dear  Sir^  it  gtyefl 
your  enemies  great  advanlagcs  over  you.  In  this  in- 
iitance,  copies  of  the  convention,  accompanied  by  the  idea 
of  General  Borgoyne's  being  entirely  in  your  power  bo* 
fore  he  serren<tere4»  inith  o  total  oupprMaion  of  oyeijr 
chFoamatance  whtt  tonied  to*  ei|plain  your  crtticfl'Oltnn* 
tion»  preceded  yo«r  ds^tohea f  and  unfavonrabia  imprea* 
sions  are  recei?ed ;  prejudices  are  inculcated  by  the  ma- 
iiciousy  which  might  have  reached  and  contaminated 
Congress;  and  there  is  such  a  bias  in  the  minds  of  men 
when  prejudiced)  that  it  affects  their  actions  unknown  to 
themaelYea.  Bzcoae  me,  had  I  loved  yon  kas^  1  ahoold 
have  been  leaa  free* 

MOnthe  ad  instant  (yeaterdayO  I  had  the  honoor  to 
read  to  Congress  the  inclosed  pai)ers,  and  preaantod  the 
returns,  takin^^  care  to  recapitulate  every  collateral  cir- 
cumstance necessary  to  explain  yoyr  real  situation,  and 
if  this  weii  meant  procedure  meets  with  your  approba* 
tion,  I  ahfU  be  happy. 

Beware  of  Arnold  I  he  haa  ondeiTonred  to  atab  yon. 
I  met  Bob*  at  this  place;  he  ia  in  healthy  ao  ia  Mm. 
Galea*  As  Congress  have  determined  to  poah  militeiy 
operations  tills  winter,  I  took  the  liberty  of  suggesting 
to  your  lady  the  propriety  of  continuing  on  the  farm^  till 
she  hears  further  from  you.f 

«<  The  disaenatona^  the  jealoaaiea^  calumnieSf  and  de*. 
tractiona  which  perrade  a  certain  ^aarter^  mnat  be  re- 
aerved  Ibr  aome  other  opportiuii|y»  1  am  often  naked  tho 


•  HU  son  and  only  child. 

I  By  this  honest  intention  I  iociuicd  the  diiplCMUrp  oi  thia  lad/^ 
who  lived  and  died  my  eaeiny* 

wou  I*  U  n 
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CH^V.  CAUse  of  your  not  writing  to  General  Washington ;  so 

that  this  cmUiion  has  Imn  notioed  publidjr. 
^'^^^'^'^  ,  4i  I  siiaU  leave  this  on  Sunday*  go  by  Eeading  to  the 
gmnd  arniy»  cenCinoe  there  a  week  $  from  thence  move 

to  Easton,  the  present  residcnre  of  my  beloved,  .\  licre  I 
wish  to  hear  from  yoii  as  akum  as  piKs.^ible:  Jicldre.ss  any 
letter  to  me^  to  the  care  ot*  Colonel  Hooper  of  Uiai 
town. 

^Ima  not  ae  yet  honoured  with  any  mark  of  dietinc- 
tion  from  Congress;  indeedt should  1  receive  no  testimo- 
ny of  their  approbation  of  my  conduct*  I  shall  not  be 

inortined; — my  hearty  conCenipt  of  the  follies  of  this 
Worl4|  will  shield  me  irom  such  pititui  sensations, 
'  1  am,  HI y  di  ar  General, 

Your  affectionate  friend* 
*f  JJL  WIJLUNSON. 

WUkimon  On  the  6th  of  JNovember,  Congi  css  honoured  me  with 
the  brevet  I  He  brevet  of  a  brig-adier-gencral,  and  a  day  ov  two  after 
oi  briga-  1  ieft  York-town,  to  pay  my  respects  to  the  commauder 
laL  in  chief,  to  rereive  his  orders  and  embrace  my  numerous 
military  friends  and  acquaintance.  I  took  Beading  in  my 
route*  and  passed  some  days  in  that  places  wlHcre  I  haA 
Cbameter  several  dear  and  respected  friends*  and  among  them  Ed- 
Biddle,  ward  Biddle,  esq,*  a  man  wliose  public  and  private  virtues 
eKiuire«    commanded  respect  and  excited  admiration  from  all  per* 

*  I  pbaU  here  submit  to  the  reader  an  anecdote  of  thit»  gentleman, 
M  honourable  to  him  m  a  man,  «■  it  was  credluble  to  him  u  a  mem- 
ber of  thftt  learned  and  honourable  probation  of  which  be  waa  ao 
great  an  ovnaaieftt.  Mr.  Biddle  had  be«n  specially  retained  to  defend 
a  canae  In  the  atate  of  Oelaware,  and  bad  reoetved  aa  hia  retaininf^  fee 
twenty  blUf  joei*  an  extravagant  aum  in  tlioae  daya.  After  liatening 
'  some  time  to  the  arguments  and  proo&  on  the  oppoaite  aide»  be 
was  so  convinced  of  the  unprincipled  conduct  of  bis  client  that  be 
left  the  court,  and  returned  the  lee,  telling  him  to  find  another  ad* 
rocate,  as  he  could  not  for  any  cooiidcratioa  eneaent  to  bcoomean 
inttrHQicQt  of  iiyustice. 
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Mm  I  lie  was'flpealker  of  tbe  list  tmtMly  of  Pennsylm*  crap. 
niat  ander  the  proprktorj  goTemment,  and  in  the  dawn  ^'^^^ 
of  the  revoMoa  derated  himself  to  the  cause  of  his  coon-  ^^^^'^^ 

try*  and  successfollj  o|>posed  the  overbearing^  influence 
of  JoscpJi  Galloway  .  ardent,  eloquent,  and  lull  ui  zeal, 
by  his  exr  rt  ions,  during  several  days  and  nij;hts  of  ubsti^ 
nate»  warm  and  animated  discussion,  in  cxU^eioe  aultiy 
weather*  he  overlieated  hini8eJf»  and  brouglit  on  an  in* 
fiammatory  rheanatisoi  and  a  surfeit^  which  radically 
destrojed  his  health*  and  ultimatrlj  deprived  society  of 
one  of  its  greatest  omaniente*  and  his  country  of  a  states* 
nian,  a  patriot  and  a  soldier ;  for  lie  had  served  several 
campaigns  in  the  war  of  1756,  and  if  liis  litailU  had  been 
spared,  would  no  doubt  have  ocr  upicd  the  second  or  third 
place  in  the  revolutionary  armies.  1  had  anotiier  ac* 
qnaintance  in  Reading*  a  contemporary  wiiose  indepen* 
dence  of  sentioient  and  manly  deportment*  had  attracted 
my  attention  and  engaged  my  esteem  during  my  resi* 
dence  in  PliiladLlphiu ;  but  exclusive  of  his  personal  me- 
rits, a  contjjoiiiality  of  feeling  and  parity  of  predicament, 
as  it  regarded  a  passion  which  above  all  others  uiust  inle. 
rests  the  youthful  heart,  had  produced  a  contidcutial  inti- 
macy*  the  recollection  of  which  at  this  distant  day  awakens 
the  sweetest  sensibQitles  of  my  bosom  $  and  I  know  not 
whether  I  compliment  the  living  orthedead*  when  I  declare 
that  I  have  rarely  met  with  a  man  of  more  refined  honour* 
a  more  feeling  heart,  or  more  polished  manners  than  Alex-  and  Al«f« 
andcr  Graydon,  esij.;  and  U  am  this  .gentleman,  liui  ing  Q^^y^^^ 
my  visit  at  Keading,  1  again  heard  that  General  Con- 
'Way  had  expressed  himself  freely  and  publicly  of  Gene* 
ral  Washington's  uiiftln0S8  for  c6mmand« 

I  proceeded  from  Rieading  to^he  camp  of  the  grand  Wilkinson 
army  at  "White  Marsh,  where  I  was  received  and  treated  jri-and 
with  kindness  and  attention  by  the  commander  in  chief,  »rmy. 
who  made  various  inquiries  of  me  respecting  the  northern  Reception 
campaign*  the  conduct  of  individuals  and  tltc  operations  wf^S-^"* 
of  the  two  armies,  and  most  especially  and  earnestly  oftm* 
the  movement  of  the  troops*  on  which  sutgect  I  coaM 
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CHAP.  S}^^  'ti^      satisfaction ;  wliilst  at  this  camp  I  wad  visit- 
VHi.        ^,y  General  Conway,  a  sti*angery  with  whom  I  never 
^^^^^'^^  spoke  before  or  since ;  he  took  me  aside  and  inquired  whe- 
with  Ge-  ther  I  had  seen  a  letter  of  his  to  Grcneral  Gates,  contain- 
neralCon-       certain  expressions  relative  to  General  Washington's 
^         military  conduct ;  he  stated  the  expressions  to  mc  and  in- 
formed me  that  General  Washington  had  charged  him  with 
.'laving  made  use  of  expressions  derogatory  to  his  profes- 
sional ciiaracter.  I  recollected  the  letter,  but  I  did  not  think 
the  language  accorded  with  that  then  expi*cssed  to  me,  by 
General  Conway,  and  I  answered  him  to  that  cfTcot;  little 
suspecting  that  I  was  to  be  implicated  in  the  affair.  After 
this  explanation,  General  Conway  remarked,  tliat  he 
surcljr  had  a  right  to  give  his  private  opinion  of  any  offi- 
cer's conduct,  and  informed  mc  that  he  had  justified  the 
sentiments  imputed  to  him ;  and  there  our  conversation 
ended. 

I  shall  close  this  chapter  with  a  continuation,  of  the  in- 
teresting narrative  of  the  Baroness  of  Reidesel,  which 
will  convey  to  my  readers  a  faint  but  correct  view,  of  the 
disgusting  scenes  and  the  horrors  of  war. 

JS/larrative  of  the  Baroness  of  Reidesel  continued. 

NtrratiTe     «  As  soon  as  the  funeral  service  was  finished  and  tlic 
roness^f  SV^^^     General  Fraser  was  closed,  an  order  was  issued 
BeideseL  that  the  army  should  retreat.    My  calash  was  prepared^ 
but  I  would  not  consent  to  go  before  the  troops.  Major 
Hamage,  although  suffering  from  his  wounds,  crept  from 
Ids  bed  as  be  did  not  wish  to  remain  in  the  hospital^, 
which  was  left  with  a  flag  of  truce.   When  General  Rei- 
^el  saw  me  in  the  midst  of  danger,  he  ordered  my  wo- 
men and  children  to  be  brought  into  the  calash,  and  inti- 
mated to  me,  to  depart  without  delay.  I  still  prayed  to  re- 
main, but  my  husband  knowing  my  weak  side,  said, 
well  then  your  children  must  go,  tliat  at  least  they  may 
be  safe  from  danger."   I  then  agreed  to  enter  the  cahtsh 
vrith  thcm>  and  we  set  off  at  8  o'clock. 
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The  ttivmi  wit  «ffdMed  ttt  lie  conducted  wkb  chaf. 
gmteil  fibiiM^  May  IIns  were  ligliteil  aad  eorend 
iMliMI  stendkig;  we  lim?ellcd  continatiljt  during  4|||b 
night   At  ^e^dodc  In  the  mominis^  we  halted,  whidi  ex£  ' 

cited  tiie  sLii'priscof  allj  General  iSurgoyiie  had  the  can- 
non l  ant^etl  and  counted ;  this  delay  seemed  to  displease 
every  body^  for  if  we  could  only  liavc  made  another  good 
march,  we  should  hanre^een  in  safe^.  My  fau8imnd»quHe 
eihMsted  with  Ihttgoe^  came  into  my  calash  and  eleptler 
three  hoerai  daring  that  time  Captain  Willow  Jbrought 
me  a  hag  full  ef  hank  notes,  and  Captain  Geiemar  hie 
elegant  \vat(  !i,  a  ring,  and  a  purse  full  of  money,  whicii  *^ 
they  rcff nested  nie  to  take  rare  of,  and  whicli  1  proinised  to 
do  to  the  utmogt  of  my  power.  We  again  marched,  but 
had  scarcely  proceeded  an  hour  before  we  haltedt  as  tlie 
enemy  waa  in  sight;  it  pro!red  to  be  only  a  rcbonnoitriag 
paity  hf  dOO  meny  who  might  easily  have  been  made  pri^ 
■eneny  if  Genend  Bnrgoyne  had  given  proper  orders  on 
the  occasion. 

**The  liidiaus  had  now  lost  tlieir  courag^e  and  were 
tlcpartinj;  for  their  Itomcs ;  tliese  people  appeared  to  droop 
much  under  adversity,  and  especially  when  they  had  no 
pnw^t  of  plunder.  One  of  my  waiting  women  wa»m 
«  state  of  despair  which  approached  to -madness,  she 
enrsed  and  tore  heHialr^  and  when  I  i^mpted  to  reason 
^th  her  and  to  paClQr  her>  she  ashed  me  if  I  was  not 
giicvcd  at  our  situation,  and  upon  my  saying,  ♦*  1  w  as/* 
she  tore  hei*  raj)  oft'  her  head  nnd  let  her  hair  di'op  over 
her  face,  saying  to  me,  it  is  very  easy  for  you  to  be 
composed  and  talk,  you  have  your  husband  with  you,  I 
Aave  none,  and  what  remains  to  me  but  the  prospect  of 
perishing  or  losing  att  i  have  I  again  bade  her  to  take 
comfort,  and  asanred  her  I  ewnld  make  good  whatever 
she  might  happen  to  lose,  and  I  made  the  same  promise 
to  KUen,  my  other  waitins^  woman,  who  though  £Iled 
with  apprehensions,  made  no  cdro plaints. 

About  evening  w  e  arrived  at  Saratoga ;  my  dress 
was*  wet  threqgh  and  through  with  ratn»  and  in  that  state 
I  had  to  remain  the  whole  night,  having  no  place  to  change 
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CHAP,  it;  I  however  got  close  to  a  large  fire,  and  at  last  lay 
^^^^  down  on  some  straw.  At  this  moment  General  Phillips  ' 
came  up  to  me  and  1  asked  him  why  we  had  not  conti- 
nued our  retreat,  as  my  husband  had  promised  to  cover 
it  and  bring  the  army  tlirough  ?  <♦  Poor  dear  woman,'* 
said  he,  <•  I  wonder  how,  drcnclied  as  you  are,  you  have 
tlie  courage  still  to  persevere  and  venture  further  in  this 
kind  of  weather;  1  wish,'*  continued  he,  «  you  was  our 
commanding  general.  General  Burgoyne  is  tired  and  .  t 
means  to  halt  here  to-night  and  give  us  our  supjior." 

On  the  mornitig  of  the  7th  at  10  o'clock.  General  Bur- 
guyne  ordered  the  retreat  to  be  continued,  and  caused  the  i 
Iiandsomc  houses  and  mills  of  General  Schuyler  to  be 
burnt,  we  marched  however  but  a  short  distance  and 
then  halted.    The  greatest  misery  at  this  time  prevailed 
in  the  army,  and  nioi-e  than  thirty  officers  came  to  me,  for 
whom  tea  and  coffee  was  prepared,  and  with  whom  I 
shared  all  my  provisions,  with  which  my  calash  was  in 
general  well  supplied ;  for  I  had  a  cook,  who  was  an  exw 
cellcnt  catci»er,  and  who  often  in  the  night  crossed  small 
rivers  and  foraged  on  the  inhabitants,  bringing  in  with 
him  sheep,  small  pigs  and  poulti*}',  for  which  he  very 
often  forgot  to  pay,  though  he  received  good  pay  from  me, 
as  long  as  I  had  any,  and  was  ultimately  handsomely  re- 
warded.   Our  provisicms  now  failed  us  for  want  of  pro- 
per conduct  in  the  commissary's  department,  and  I  began 
to  despair.    About  2  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  we  again 
*  heard  a  firing  of  cannon  and  small  arms,  instantly  all 
was  alarm  and  every  thing  in  motion.    My  husband  told, 
me  to  go  to  a  house  not  far  off,  I  immediately  seated  my-' 
self  in  my  calash  with  my  children  and  drove  off,  but 
scarcely  had  wc  reached  it,  before  I  discovered  five  or  six        '  « 
armed  men  on  the  other  side  of  the  Hudson ;  instinctive-* 
ly  I  threw  my  children  down  in  the  calash  and  then  con- 
cealed myself  with  them;  at  that  moment  the  fellows  fired 
and  wounded  an  already  wounded  English  soldier,  who^ 
was  behind  me;  poor  fellow  I  pitied  him  exceedingly  biit^ 
at  that  moment  had  no  means  or  power  to  relieve  him.  ' 
A  terrible  cannonade  was  commenced  by  the  cneoyy 
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ivUch  WM  flWected  •gainrt  the  house  in  which  I  sought  chap. 

to  obtain  shelter  for  myself  and  childreiiy  under  the  mia- 
taken  idea  that  all  tljc  Generals  were  in  it.  Alas,  it  con-  ^"^^^'^ 
fatned  none  but  wounded,  and  women ;  we  were  at  last 
obliged  to  resort  to  the  cellar  ior  refuge,  and  in  one  cor* 
ner  of  this  I  remained  the  whole  day,  my  children  sleep- 
ily on  the  earth  with  their  heads  in  my  lap^  and  in  the 
same  sitnation  I  passed  a  deepless  night  £k?en  cannon 
halls  passed  through  the  house,  and  we  could  distinctly 
hear  them  roll  away.  One  poor  ^^oUlier  who  was  lyifig 
on  a  table,  tni'  the  purpose  of  having  his  li'g  ainputat- 
ed>  was  struck  by  a  shot  which  carried  away  his  other : 
his  oonrades  had  left  him^  and  when  we  went  to  hii^  assist- 
ance we  found  him  in  a  comer  of  the  room»  into  whicli 
he  had  crept  more  dead  than  alivOf  scarcely  breathing.  My 
reflections  on  the  danger  to  which  my  hnshand  was  expos- 
ed now  agonised  me  exceedingly ^  ami  the  thoughts  of  my 
children  arul  the  necessity  of  struggling  for  their  preser- 
vation alone  sustained  me. 

The  ladies  of  the  army  who  were  with  roe  were,  Mrs. 
Hamage^  a  Bin.  Kennels  the  widow  of  a  Lieutenant  who 
was  kilied»  and  th^  lady  of  the  commissary.  Major  Har- 
nage,  his  wife,  and  Mrs.  Kennels,  made  a  little  room  in  a 
comer  with  curtains  to  it  and  wislied  to  do  tiie  same  fur 
me,  but  I  preferred  being  near  the  door  in  case  of  fire. 
Not  far  ofl  my  woman  slept,  and  opposite  to  us  three 
English  ofBcers  who  though  wounded  were  determined 
not  to  be  iefl  behind  |  one  of  them  was  Captain  Green  an 
aid-de-camp  to  Major-general  Pbillips»  a  very  valuable 
officer  and  most  agreeable  man.  They  each  made  me  m 
most  sacred  promise  not  to  leave  me  behind,  and  in  case 
of  a  sudden  retreat,  tiiat  they  would  each  of  them  take 
one  of  my  children  on  his  horse,  and  for  myself^  one  of 
my  husband's  was  in  constant  readiness. 

Our  cook,  who  I  have  before  menttoned»  procured 
us  our  mealsy  but  we  were  in  want  of  water^and  I  waa 
often  obliged  to  drink  wine  and  to  give  it  to  my  children. 
It  was  the  only  tiling  my  husband  toolc,  which  made  our 
faithful  hunter  ^Rockel)  express  one  day  iiis  a^iprehen-^ 
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CHAP,  that  the  G«iiml  wm  wtnf  of  his  life,  or  hmp» 
yj"v  ful  of  being  taken,  tm  be  drank  so  much  wine.'*   'J  he 

constiUit  danger  which  my  husband  was  in,  kept  mc  in  a 
state  of  wretcliednesst  and  I  asked  myseif  if  it  was  possi- 
ble I  should  be  the  only  happy  one,  and  hare  mj  hmsktm^ 
spared  to  me  Qohurty  exposed  as  he  was  to  so  Magr  fb» 
rils.  He  never  esteied  his  tent^  hst  laid  donm  ipfasis 
nights  bj  the  watch  finOf  this  alone  was  easnh  Is  Iots 
lulled  hiniy  the  ooM  was  so  intanae. 

«  The  want  of  water  distressed  us  much,  at  length  vvc 
found  a  soldier's  wife,  who  lind  courage  enough  to  fetch 
us  some  from  the  river,  an  uUicc  nohody  else  would  un- 
Uertake,  as  the  Americana  shot  at  e?ery  person  who 
proached  itf  but  out  of  respect  for  her  sex  thegr  neter  mo- 
lested her* 

««I  BOW  occupli^  myself  through  the  day  in  attsndlDg 

the  wounded ;  I  made  tliem  tea  and  coffee  and  often  shared 
my  di^^e^  witli  them,  for  which  they  offered  me  a  thou- 
sand expressions  of  gratitude.  One  day  a  Canadian 
officer  came  to  our  cellar,  who  had  scarcely  the  power  of 
holding  himself  npright»  and  we  concluded  he  was  dying 
for  want  of  nourishment ;  I  was  happy  in  oIlNriog  him  my 
dinner  which  strengthened  hui»  and  procnmd  me  his 
friendship.  I  now  undertook  the  care  of  Major  Bloom- 
iieldj*  another  aid-de-camp  of  General  Phillips,  he  had 
received  a  musket  hall  through  both  clieeks,  which  in  its 
course^  had  knocked  out  several  of  hia  teeth,  and  cat  his 
tODgosy  ho  cosld  hold  nothing  in  his  mouth,  the  matter 
which  ran  from  his  wound  almost  choaked  himf  and  he 
was  not  able  to  take  any  nonrishoMnt  except  a  littb  soup 
or  something  HquiiJ ;  we  had  some  Rhenish  winOt  and  in 
the  hope  that  the  acidity  of  it  would  cleanse  his  wound,  1 
gave  liim  a  hottle  of  it,  he  took  a  little  now  and  then  and 
with  such  effect,  that  his  cure  soon  tbllowed ;  thus  I  added 
another  to  my  stock  of  friendsy  and  derived  a  aatisfactiaii 

*  Now  inonibcr  of  Parliament  for  Flymouih»  major -general  in  the 
arnny,  licuu  nan t colonel  of  the  royal  aftillerjr»  chid'  equerry  and  ckrk 
martial  to  the  k'mg. 
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wbich  in  the  midst  of  sufferings  served  to  tranqailisa  me  chap. 
and  diminish  their  acutenpss.  viti. 

**  One  day  General  Phillips  accompaaM  my  baHband, 
attherisk  of  their  livest  on  a  visit  to  ns>  who,  after  tiavins 
wHncssed  aar  8itaatloa»  said  to  him^  « I  would  not  lor 
iOyOOO  goiaeas  come  igaia  to  this  place,  my  heart  is  al- 
moat  brol^en." 

^  In  this  horrid  situation  we  remained  sir  days,  a  ces- 
sation ot  hostilities  was  now  spoken  of  and  eveataallj 
took  place ;  a  coDTention  was  afterwards  agreed  upon,  bat 
one  day  a  measaga  was  sent  to  my  husband,  who  had 
visited  me  and  was  reposing  in  my  hed,  to  attend  a  coun- 
cil of  war,  where  it  was  proposed  to  hreak  tlie  convcn- 
tloa,  but  to  my  great  joy,  the  majority  was  Tor  ailhcr- 
ing  to  it;  on  the  16th,  however,  my  husband  had 
to  repair  to  hla  post  and  I  to  my  ceUar;  this  day  ftfA 
beef  was  served  out  to  the  officers,  who  nnlil  now  had 
only  salt  proWsion,  which  was  my  bed  for  their  wounds. 
The  good  woman  who  brought  na  water,  made  ««  an  ex. 
ceHent  soup  of  the  meat,  but  I  had  lost  my  appetite  and 
took  nothing  but  crusts  of  bread  dipped  in  wine.  The 
wounded  officers  (my  unfortunate  companions)  cut  off  the 
best  bit  and  presented  it  to  me  on  a  plate,  \  declined  eat- 
ing any  thing,  but  they  contended  that  it  was  necesaaiy 
for  me  to  take  nourishment,  and  declared  they  would  not 
touch  a  aMmel,  untH  1  allbrded  them  the  pleasure  of  see- 
lag  me  partake  1 1  coald  no  longerwIthsCand  their  press- 
ing inYllitlons,  accompanied  as  they  were  by  assurances 
of  the  happiness  they  liad  in  offering  me  the  first  good 
thing  they  had  in  their  power,  and  I  partook  of  a  repast 
rendered  palatable  by  the  kindness  and  good  will  of  my 
fellow^ttlferers,  forgetting  for  the  moment  the  miseiy  oT 
oar  apartment  and  the  absence  of  almost  amy  comfort 

On  the  17th  October  the  convention  was  completed. 
General  Burgoyne  and  the  other  generals  waited  on  the 
American  gener<d  (Gates) ;  the  troops  laid  down  their 
kvms,  and  gave  themselvi^  op  prisoners  of  war!  and  now 
the  ^ood  woman  who  had  supplied  us  with  water  at  the 
hasard  of  her  Ule,  received  the  reward  of  her  servkes; 
TOK.  I.  X  X 
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CHAP,  each  oi  us  threw  a  handful  of  money  into  her  apron^  and 
8b^  got  altogether  about  twenty  guineas.  At  such  a  mo- 
meat  as  Hub,  bow  Busceptable  is  tbe  heart  of  leeiingB  oC 
gratitude! 

My  husband  sent  a  BBessage  to  me  to  come  over  lo 

him  with  my  childi  cn.  I  seated  u)>  self  onco  more  in  my 
dear  calash,  and  then  rode  tbrou.^h  the  American  camp. 
As  I  passed  on,  I  observed  (and  tltis  was  a  great  conso- 
lation to  me,)  that  no  one  eyed  me  with  looks  of  resent- 
ment»  but  that  they  all  greeted  us*  and  even  shewed  com- 
lesion  in  their  countenanceSf  at  the  sight  of  a  woman 
with  small  children.  I  was,  I  confessy  afraid  to  go  over 
to  tlie  enemy,  as  it  wah  quite  a  new  situation  to  me.  When 
I  drew  ncai*  Uie  tents,  a  haiidsoine  man  approached  and 
met  me,  Undi  my  children  from  Uu  caiaslh  i^^gg^d  and 
*  kisud  thenif  which  affected  me  almost  to  tears*  Yoa 
tremble/'  said  he»  addressiog  himself  to  me^  «<bie  not- 
afknid*''  *i  'No,**  I  answered*  you  seem  so  kind  and 
tender  to  my  chUdreny  it  inspires  me  with  courage."  fie 
now  led  me  to  the  tent  of  General  6ate«,  where  1  found 
Generals  Burgoync  and  Phillips,  wlio  wore  on  a  iViendiy 
footint^  with  the  former.  Burgoync  said  to  me,  «  Never 
mind,  your  sorrows  have  now  an  end.''  1  answered 
him  that  I  should  be  reprehensible  to  have  any  carm^  as 
lie  had  none;  and  i  was  pleased  to  sea  bim  on  such  a 
friendly  footing  with  General  Gates.  All  the  generals 
remained  to  dine  with  General  Gates. 

••The  same  gentleman  who  received  me  so  kindly,  now 
came  and  said  to  me,  «  You  will  be  very  much  embar. 
rassed  to  eat  with  all  these  gentlemen }  Omu  with  ymtr 
children  to  mtf  tent,  where  I  will  pnforefir  yw  a  frugal 
Umierf  and  give  U  with  a  free  wilL^  I  said,  «Yov 

ABB  OBETAHTLT  ▲  HVSBAirO  ARB  A  VATHBB,  fOU  Mm 

^ewn  me  so  mveh  kindness  J**  I  now  found  that  he  was 
Gi:m:kat.  Schuyler.  He  treated  me  with  excellent 
smoked  tongue,  beef  steaks,  potatoes,  and  good  bread 
and  butter !  ^ever  could  1  have  wished  to  eat  a  better 
dinner:  1  was  content.:  1  saw  all  around  me  were  so 
llkewissi  asd  what  was  bettor  thun  all,  my  lynbaBd  was 
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of  toigerf  Whm  we  bad  dined^  he  toid  me  bis  resi-  chap. 
dcncc  \\as  at  Albany,  and  that  General  Burgoync  in- 
tcndiil  to  honour  him  as  his  guests  and  invited  myself 
and  children  to  do  so  likewise*  I  asked  my  husbandy  how 
I  sboiild  act;  he  told  no  to  accept  the  invitatiom  M  it 
<waa  two  days*  jonmeiy  there^  he  advised  me  to  fo  to  a 
place  which  was  about  three  hoan  ride  distant  Ge- 
neral Schoyier  had  the  politeness  to  send  with  me  a 
French  ojficcr,  a  very  agreeable  man,  wlio  eommanded 
the  reconnoitring  party  of  wljich  I  liavc  before  spoken  5 
and  when  he  had  escorted  me  to  the  house  where  I  was 
to  remain,  ho.  taxied  back  again.   In  the  boase  1  found 
a  Freacb  svrgpoa^  who  liad  under  bio  cate  a  Braaawidk 
oflietr#  who  waa  ipMtaDy  wonnded,  and  died  some  days 
aftervpards.  The  Eveacbaan  boasted  much  of  the  care 
he  tuok  of  his  patient,  and  perhaps  was  skilful  enough  as 
a  surgeon,  but  otherwise  was  a  mere  siinplctdn :  he  was 
rejoiced  when  he  fonnd  out  I  could  speak  his  language, 
and  began  to  address  awny  empty  and  imperUnent 
speeclna  to  mo;  laidf  among  other  thiqgSf  he  could  not 
believe  that  I  waa  a  generarb  wilb^  aa  he  was  certain  a 
'Woman  of  socb  rank  would  not  lidlow  ber  bnsband :  ho 
wished  mc  to  remain  with  him,  as  he  said  it  was  better 
to  be  ^vith  the  conquerors  than  tlic  conquered.    I  was 
shocked  at  his  impudence,  but  dared  not  shew  the  con- 
tempt and  disdain  I  felt  for  him,  because  it  would  de- 
prive me  of  a  place  of  sa&ty !  Towards  evening  he  b«f- 
gedmo  to  take  a  part  of  bia  obamber:  I  told  bim  I  waa 
determined  to  remain  in  the  room  with  the  wounded  olft- 
cers;  wlieiciipon  he  attempted  to  pay  me  some  stupid 
compliments.    At  tfus  moment  the  door  opened,  and  my  • 
husbasid  wiUi  his  aid-de-camp  entered.  I  then  said  Here^ 
Sir,  is  my  husband     and  at  the  same  time  eyed  him 
with  scorn,  wliereupon  Im  retired  abashed  ^  nevertheless 
be  waa  so  poltle  as  to  oflbr  hbi  clmmber  to  tts. 

M  Some  daja  after  thia  wo  arrived  at  Albanyt  where 
wc  so  often  wished  ourselves ;  but  we  did  not  enter  it  aa 
we  expected  we  should — victors!  *  We  were  received  &y 
the  good  General  /Schuyler,  his  ivife  and  daughters,  not  as 
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CHAP,  aaenieif  but  kiod  friends^  and  tbejr  traated  as  with  tli6 
most  marked  aUention  and  j^lMoum,  as  they  did  Gene* 

^^"""^  ral  Bui^yne^  who  had  caused  Qeneral  JSchigrlei'a  beau> 
iifully  ftniahed  honee  to  be  barnt;  »  fact  they  behaved 

like  persons  of  exalted  minds,  who  determined  to  bury  all 
recollection  of  their  own  injuries  in  the  contemplation  of 
pur  misfortunes.  Geaeral  Burgoyne  was  struck  with  Ge- 
nerai  Schu^  ler'a  generoaity,  and  said  to  hio^ 

if  Thai  wa»  iktjait  rfwar,*'  replied  the  brawww»,^ltf 
tt»  My  no  mre  ateiit  ^  .  « 
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CHAPTER  EL 

Ut0eeH<m$  m  Ifte  rite  mnA  progress  of  rnMkm,^JtkmM^  CHAP. 

Hon  of  the  JImerican  colonists  at  the  commencement  of 
iheir  revolution, — The  sentiments  by  which  tiu!y  were 
ammated,-  The  years  ±77 B  and  1776 f  the  golden  asra  of 
Jmerisa^*^  contrary  ipirit  marked  the  years  1777  and 
177S«— Hi  eonUtimance  and  ikt  4amgpr  U  ihnakm  lo 
Wkd  maki^^'^kntn^  WSkkmm  viMii$  ihe  camp  ai 
Wktte  Manik^BtMt  af  Oenmmtovm  principal  topic 
of  conversatiofu — Various  opinions  on  that  subject* — Ge- 
meral  Greene  the  chief  object  of  jealousy, -^His  character. 
wmjQtn,  IVUkinson  uts  out  for  Albany  y  hearing  letters  from 
Senerab  ArmMlrimg,  St  Clair  and  fFapuu^^BBfUeiions  <m 
llbie  Mm  imd  m  ike  batUe  of  OermaiUawn.i'.^Jtmu 
q|  Many  M  Jkembw^'-'JRi  neepUm  hy  QtMral  QaU9* 
^-JOalUmA  HmmUmi^B  miMioii  toMany.i^'^J&rrotpondniee 
expLainiug  the  objects  of  his  miMf (m.—CowTersa/ion  be- 
tween General  Gates  and  IVUkinson,  cm,  the  subject  of  a 
Utter  of  General  Coimay*s,^Letters  from  General  Mf 
Jim  to  Genial  Gates,  and  of  General  Gfatef  to  Qemral 
Ctmmay,  on  that  mbfecL^Oenerai  Gates  t^pointed  pre- 
$Ul»U  of  the  Board  ^  Wwr^  mid  ieparti  fir  the  «mI  of 
jmffiiiieiil.-*-41^eiier^ 

on  the  subject  of  ihe  convention  of  Saratoga, — IVilkinson 
departs  for  Fort  Schuyler,  to  inspect  and  muster  tfie  troops. 
*^VtaUs  the  Oneida  village. — Improvements  of  the  west* 
empaH(fihit  staUtf  Tork.i'-^Jippealtiothe^^^ 
of  thai  9ltaU^WUIaMam  riehinif  to  Maay^^^  advised 
by  Utter  of  his  appointmeni  as  ssentary  to  the  Board  of 
Wkar. — Cofrrttpondieaee  with  Lord  8terUHg.-^Refiections 
thereon. — Leaves  Mbamjy  and  arrives  at  Reading, — Jlr- 
rives  at  Lancaster  on  the  2lst,  and  is  informed  of  General 
Gates  having  denovMced  Aim  for  betra^iag  General  Con-' 
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^^!^^.^    fttiuoii*5  sUuatiUm^Disparily  of  age  and  rank  hetwan 
€kneral  0aU9  and  WWdnson  considered^Remarks  on 

th£  corns pnndnh'c  fcilh  Lord  Sterling, — Correspondence 
with  General  Gdffs.^Tfllkinson  proceeds  to  York-town, 
^Bequests  Captain  Stoddert  to  bear  a  message  to  General 
Gates,  which  he  refuses, — WUkinsotCs  ruMion  n^- 
shaken^^arts  with  Captain  Stoddert  and  wMtt^jOolmul 
Bali,  who  he  prevaih  on  to  carry  a  iwg><ag»^#l|Bto<fll 
Oates^^GaMs  recepHim  thai  genikmi^.^  <  CdfUnki 
Stoddert  arrii  cs  from  General  Gates,  requesting  an  in- 
terview,— At  the  instame  of  the  former,  fVilkinson  con- 
sents,— Interview,  and  eoqiixmutwu  on  the  part  of  Ge- 
neral Gates, — WUkinsoa  muts  Gates  at  the  war  qffiee.  In, 
consequtnee  of  a  previous  arraiigemenL^491tiamoa  pro^ 
,  eeeds'to  Lancaster,  an  Ms  waif  to  Valley  .Pbi^st-TltaM- 
stranee  of  Uie  brigadiers  and  colonels,  agaM  Cottmafs 
*  and  fVilkinson^s  promotion.- -Reflections  thereon,— ^Ji^ 

mUcs  of  Covzress^  recnrdinc^  WUkinson^s  resignation. — 
— Wilkinson  arrives  nt  Valley  Forge. — Jieqiiests  CoUmel 
Moylan  to  deliver  a  peremptory  message  to  Lord  Stet" 
ling^ — The  laUer  proposes  ano^ier  mode  of  proceeding^ 
Wilkinson*s  confidtnee  in  Celontl  Mn/lanp  imdaoes  hiim  to 
adopt  £e<ters  to  and  from  Lord  S!eH»ii|r<--^Miervii9 
Hons  thereon. — Extracts  from  General  Washmgtoffs  hi- 
tcr  to  Gen.  Gates. — General  Jraiihuigto}i's  letter  to  Lord 
Slerli?iq.  March  list,  1778. — Wdkinson  refuses  General 
«  JFasJungton*s  invitation. — Is  again  invited,  and  assigns 
his  reasons  for  reusing. — Receives  a  messagoftma  Ge- 
neral Washingtonf  stating  the  subject  upon  wMish  ho 
wishes  to  see  hinu^^Wails  on  General  Wasla^ton^^ 
The'conversatum  which  ensued,^ExposiHon  of  General 

Wa^shington's  correspondence  with  General  Gates  7ie- 

Jlectiojis  thereon,  and  Lord  Sterling's  communicuiwus  to 
'  GcMral  Washington, — Reference  to  Gordon's  History  and 
Graydon*s  Memoirs^i-^Extract  of  a  teller  from  General 
Lee  to  General  Chttes^Witidnson  resigns  hu  appomt'> 
fiient  ff  secretary  to  the  Board  of  JFar.'^Is  appeinUd 
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dMer-gemnd  of  tie  anmff  mA  hU  noioni  fir  accept- 
ing the  appointment*~^ijune  prescribed  to  him  in  wri» 

Tas  motivM  which  lead  to  political  revolutions  nuj  chap. 
urif^iiiati  In  the  prido  of  fiunilyy  in  personal  wrongs  or  ^^^I^;^ 
private  amhitiotty  hnt  mosi  frequently  they  grow  oat  of  21^0^^. 
the  abuse  of  power*   The  subordinate  agents  and  actors  tlonsan 

in  revolutionary  scenes,  but  imperfectly  comprelienti  the  and  pro- 
rrounds  of  controversy,  and  are  j^uided  more  by  the  cur-  g*""*  of 
rent  of  opinion  than  principle  and  intelligence*  Popular  tions.  * 
cominotions  are  Isipmsive;  hnt  a  national  conYttlsion»  • 
lilLe  an  Imsiatibie  torrent  sweeps  eveiy  thing  along  with 
ity  and  the  votaries  of  the  pnUic  cause  co-operate  without 
inquiry;  it  rouses  all  the  active  energies  and  generous  ^ 
emotions  of  the  heart,  which  it  swells  with  enthusiasm, 
and  leaves  notliing  to  soriliii  calculations;  and  when  the 
motives  are  just,  and  the  direction  temperate*  a  state  of 
revolution  is  the  most  seducing  on  eartli. 

Soch  was  the  condition  of  the  American  colonists  at  Conciition 
the  commencement  of  their  contest  with  the  parent  state,  ^Villrioan 
when,  with  a  few  exceptions^  all  heads,  hands  and  hearts  ooionirts 
were  united  for  the  protection  of  common  interests  and  ^^^j!* 
the  attainment  of  specific  objects.  Strangers  to  local  dis-  mci^e- 
tinctions  and  personal  factions,  the  American  community  ^^revo- 
exhibited  an  unity  of  sentiment  and  action,  which  in-  lutioQ. 
flnenced  their  private  transactionsy  and  controlled  their 
pnhUc  dcUbentions.  With   Uber^  or  death'' for  their 
motto,  they  were  ready  to  throw  their  property  into  a 
common  stock;  the  only  competition  among  tliem  was  in 
eontributions  to  the  public  weal ;  and  the  resolutions  of 
Congress  were  more  strictly  obeyed  and  more  punctually 
ezectttedy  than  the  most  solemn  laws  of  the  heat  regulated 
govemnmts  in  the  world* 

The  years  1775*  I77d«  might  properly  he  slylsd  the 
gelden  mra  of  the  American  revolution  |  when  hardships/ 
and  perils  blended  the  fortunes  of  allf  and  bound  them  to^ 
getlicr  by  the  strongest  ties  of  sympathy  and  self  iJl  {I  r.ce. 
But  alas !  this  disinterested  union  and  bai*mouiuus  accord. 
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CHAP,   was  6oun,  too  sooiif  dissoivedy  by  that  foolisli  impulse^ 
which  armed  brother  against  brother,  and  shed  Uie  first 


Chaage  ia  ^^^"^  Security  begot  dissenfiion^  and  prosperity 

1777-8.  .imbition;  the  sodden  eccumulatioa  of  indiTidvai  for- 
^  tunes  bj  licensed  sea  robberSf  excited  the  sordid  pas* 

sions ;  a  spirit  of  venal  speculation  overspread  the  whole 

counti7»  and  personal  factions  and  political  intrigues  dis- 
tinguished the  years  1777  and  1778,  infected  private  con- 
fidence and  poisoned  public  concord,  and  then  the  iron 
ilgB  of  tiiese  United  States  bc^jant  which  has  unfovtyaa^' 
ly  flourished  with  unesuunpled  v^gonr*  and  In  the  short 
space  of  forty  years  famlslies  abundant  cause  of 
hensiun  for  the  safety  of  the  constitution,  that  palladium 
of  liberty,  purchased  by  the  best  blood  of  the  country. 

I  had  now  rtac  hed  a  period  when  neither  political  in- 
tegrity, pcriionai  probity,  patriotic  zeal,  nor  innocence  of 
life  could  shield  me  against  envy,  jealousy t  suspicion  and 
perfidy*  JH^  fouth  then  Chmished  olyectlons  to  my  un* 
solicitod  promotion^  and  my  age  has  since  afforded  Pre- 
sident Madison  a  pretext  for  turning  me  out  of  the  ser- 
vice: and  thus  it  appt'ars,  tliat  from  yont/i  Itt  a.^e  1  have 
been  a  subject  of  persecution  j  yet  it  in  my  pride  and  my 
hoast  that  my  life  has  been  devoted  to  my  country. 
General      At  the  time  I  vlslted  the  camp  at  White  Marsh  the 
v^  'u  the"        ^  ^  unfortunate  In  various  conflicts,  and  miU- 
camp  St   tary  mbfortunes  are  the  infolltble  sources  of  discontent* 
Marsh.  battle  of  Gcrmantown  was  then  the  prevailing  topic 

Battle  of  of  conversatiuit ;  a  successful  onset  had  inspired  the  belief 
town,  »nd  ^"^^      attack  might  have  been  conducted  to  a  triumphant 
thcvariou*  termination  |  in  searching  for  the  causes  of  discomfiture^ 
oQdut'   opinions- were  dlvenificd9«some  charging  it  to  the  tardy 
subject,    movements  of  the  ieft»  others  to  defective  vigour  on  the 
right,  but  thpse  who  had  been  most  wanuly  engaged,  as- 
cribed it  the  halt  of  the  centre  at  Chew's  house,  which 
was  imputed  to  the  counsellors  of  the  commander  iti  chief, 
i     ^^lio  wd'c  condemned  uith  little  reserve, and  atiuing"  tlicm 
^      I  perceived  General  Greene  was  tlie  most  prominent  oh*- 
ject  of  Jealousy ;  a  gentleman  in  whom  Genera]  Washings 
ton  always  found  a  safe  and  able  adviser^  and  the  country 
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a  Ciiutiuu^  liui  iiitiet  t^iiiciirnl  Oeiieral;  and  if  trite  valour  chap. 
i)c  estimated  by  calm  sell- possession,  decision  anil  vigour 
1b dM iMi«r nf  peiiJ)  his  tiUe  to  that ^uMjgm/i tttibllaiS- 
«d  iD  theUtflM  or  SnOdfopd^aitd  EuCaOMiki^ 
his  proper  ei^dogy ;  wliiiat  bis  coAntmfi  tiatcuil  ith 
fonoe  ftrritng«iti^t8f  hi  the  roust  actl^  scenes  atM 
•ritical  cxim  tn  ics  of  the  w  ar  ,  pnHMaim  ilusj  |iU|>ii  ij£ 

I  rem  .'lined  with  the  grand  army  until  the  22d  iSovem- 
ber,  when  I  set  out  for  AllMny^  the  head  quartern  of  Ge* 
neral  Gatesy  bearioi^^^liittevs  Ibom  Geiierals  Armtrong»* 
St  Clair  and  W^M^  Wlii^  I  shall  her»  ^h^nt  the 
]«iider,  ti>  iUttsMfe  dfeift«]in(^  of  the  army  M8]keGlifif^ 
the  battle  of  Oennaiit'/w  ii,  aiui  ini  nish  hiiii  ;iu  iik.iof  the 
State  oi  pubjit.  itliaiia  at  that  iiili  resting  epoch;  and  with 
tite  same  midlives,  I  shaJI  introduce  a  previous  letter  from 
General  Arhiatfol^    the  9th  October. 


«« Camp  near  the  Trapp,  9tlt  OcU  177T. 

^  Dear  General^ 

«  Three  days  ac^  I  wrote  yon  at  greater  leiiprth  than 
I  at  prthLiiL  can  do,  but  find  throuj^h  hurrying  in  tt»e 
nighty  I  have  fieat  your  letter  to  some  other  gentleman. 

On  the  fourth  instant  General  Washington  attacked 
the  mtmff  marching  his  troops  by  various  routes  about 
Hiteen  miles  the  preceding  night  The  British  troops 
were  encamped  chiefly  at  Germantowot  the  foreigners 
principally  betwixt  the  Falls  of  Schuylkill  and  John 
Van  Dccring's  mill,  we  could  not  take  off  (as  was  design- 
ed) but  beat  the  enemy's  pickets,  su  that  the  surprise  was 
not  total  but  partial.  At  the  head  of  Gerraantown  the 
continental  troops  attacked  with  vigoary  and  drove  the 
British  who  fireqaenfly  rallied  and  were  drove  again  and 
again  ^bont  the  space  of  two  mfkn,  when  some  unhappif 
tpirU  of  infistmUim  seised  ottr  troops  almost  uaiveraallyt 


•  Tbc  hero  of  KitUningf  in  the  war  of  1756}  father  of  the  late  Se- 
cretary of  war,  nnd  one  of  the  mott  virtuoiii  nen  who  hw  lived  ui 
any  age  or  country. 

vot.  1,  Y  y  ^ 
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CHAP,  wticrcby  they  lic^n  t»  retr««t  and  fled  In  wU 

urikiiown  to  tUc  Gcnn  h1,  that  is  without  his  orders  and 
l)«'yond  his  power  to  prevent.  So  that  a  victory,  a.  glu- 
.  .|*iMUS  victory^fougUt  lor  and  eight-tenths  won,  was 
*  ehanefully  but  niysterifiusly  lost,  for  no  one  to  this  moDienft 
can  or  at  least  will  give  any  good  reason  for  the  fligli^ 
Tbe  coidectures  arc  these^  the  morning  was  ioggy  and  n» 
far  nnfavoiirable.  It  is  said  oors  took  the  nuuiiDSiTres  of 
>  part  of  otir  own  people,  for  lari^e  reinforcements^^ 
enemy,  and  thereby  took  ingiit  at  themselves  or  at  one 
another.  Some  uiihapi»y  officer  is  said  to  have  caHpd  out 
we  are  surrounded,  we  arc  surrounded*  Tiie  enemy  also 
in  their  flight,  I  mean  part  of  them,  took  into  a  chnrehf 
and  a  large  body  into  Mr*  Chew's  Germanto^  luNwe» 
where*  on  onr  party  an  ill-judgcd  delay  was  madst  and  the 
troops  impeded  in  their  warm  pursuit.  Tliere  aflag  was 
sent  in,  insulted,  and  the  bearer  wounded,  where  also  a 
number  of  our  people  fell  by  the  wall  piec  es  and  musket- 
ry of  the  house,  which  proved  too  strong  lor  the  metal  ot' 
our  field  pieces* 

« I  hojie  to  send  you  a  copy  of  our  onler  of  m^h  and 
attack,  and  of  our  loss,  the  return  not  hcin.^  fullymade 
when  1  was  last  at  head  quarters,  which  is  fourteen  miles 
from  me,  but  am  to  joiu  again  lo-monow.    My  destiny 
was  aj^ainst  the  foreigners,  rather  to  divert  tlicm  with  tlio 
militia,  than  iight  their  soperior  body,  however  wc  attempt- 
ed botJi,  until  tlie  General  seeii^;  his  men  retreat,  sent  for 
me,  with  the  division.  I  followed  a  alow  cannonade  se- 
veral miles  but  found  biro  not,  fell  in  tbe  rear  of  tbe  ene- 
myt  still  Aupimsing  them  a  Tanquished  party  and  that  we 
had  victory,  thou,2;h  the  firing  was  then  counter,  wc  gave 
them  a  brush,  h\il  their  artillery  so  weii  directed  soon 
obliged  us  to  hlcotr,  near  two  hours  after  our  troops  iiad 
left  tbe  field.   1  lost  but  three,  and  nine  wounded.  On 
the  other  hand,  every  Intelligence  from  town  assures  us 
that  the  continental  troops  in  tbe  morning  gave  the  eae- 
^  my  a  severe  drubbing.  General  Agnew  killed.  Grant  and 
Sir  Will.  Erskine  wounded,  with  some  Colonels.  The 
hospital  and  some  churches  crowdoU  with  tiicir  wounded. 
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The  triujnphant  turys  aqaiii'Struck  to  tlie  centre,  and  fbc  CHAP. 
fJruo[)iijg  spirits  of  the  wliigs  attain  iTlievetl.  Thus  God 
supports  our  otherwise  niddng  spirits,  wbich  were  alsa 
imiiiiated  hj  your  nocthem  siGOeas*  Before  tbie  I  hope 
mj  8oh  has  joined  and  given  yon  the  Bvandyvine  story 
Md  sttooeedhif  mo^nmnta*  TMb  kut  effort  though  iit 
VAST  w^fmfmmdef  i»  b  great  mli  hopptf  ihin^,  am)  still 
greater  things  depend  on  tUo  next.  Ma^  heaven  iniiul- 
.gent  give  it  sucre<>9. 

**  I  am  witli  cumplimerits  to  your  ^uite^ 
Dear  General, 

4*  Affecttonately  yours, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONOr 

**Camp  at  If  kite  JIarsh,  13  miles  from 
FhUaMphia,  SOIA  J^nro.  1777. 

«f  Bear  Qeneral» 

« Notwithstaiiriing  ffae  worst  dinpoeition  for  writing 
and  Uio  marching  orders  of  this  day»  I  most  not  decUnd 

this  natural  opportunity,  of  testifying  not  only  my  own  but 
the  higli  pleasure  of  our  army  and  all  friends  of  liberty, 
amonnting  with  many  even  to  rapture,  in  consequence  of 
the  success  of  your  exertions  and  tiiose  of  your  bravo 
army  on  the  l^th  nh. ;  a  victory  this,  but  seldom  grant* 
ed  to  man !  dliiraeterisfle  vf  tfte  Qmprmt  Jigeintf  and  evi« 
dtniHal  of  his  high  favour  to  the  Jtmerkan  ea%H»  May 
God  who  gave  it  deliver  you,  the  feebt6  instrument,  (aa 
from  corporal  enemies  he  lias  done)  from  the  sablu  at- 
taciiS  id  which  you  luust  stand  exposed  on  tlic  high  pin- 
nacle of  fame,  from  which  watchfulness  and  humility  only 
can  hand  you  down  In  safety,  whUH  graUtude  and  giving 
Bod  ^4fnf  wUl  best  esloMM  fmir  Jtet» 

«<  On  oor  general  and  very  important  dihira  here»  I 
hope  the  young  gentleman  who  will  deliver  this  may  be 
able  to  say  almost  the  whole.  Tlie  enemy  have  thrown 
a  curved  line  f)f  redoubts  troin  Si  h»iyii\di  to  Dela\\are#.  , 
and  chiefly  filled  the  intermediate  spaces. by  abb{itia. 
They  are  itroogery  and  were  so  at  landingy  than  we  fie* 
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CHAP,  ncrally  believed.  .  They  aro.  now  about  9,000  effcctir^ 
besides  the  reinforcement  just  arrived  from  York.  Our 
number  in  continental  troops,  until  now  the  reinforce^ 
ments  come  in,  were  considerably  inferior  to  the  enemy. 
I  hope  a  few  days  will  lead  us  to  push  them  from  their 
strong  I'cdoubts  ;  we  are  promised  that  pleasure,  with  the 
additional  compliments  of  being  chased  over  the  moun- 
tains as  soon  as  tl>e  shipping  is  brought  up.  Fort  Island^ 
after  a  brave  resistance,  we  have  lately  l«»st.  Lord  Coru- 
wallis,  with  some  troops  from  Philadelphia  and  Clinton's 
reinforcement,  ai*e  now  on  the  enterprise  of  taking  Red"" 
,  bank.   We  have  detached  in  aid  of  that  garrison.   As  to» 

the  spot  its  now  of  no  consequence  to  us,  the  little  fleet 
having  determined  to  move  up  the  Delaware.  We  are 
ill  clothed,  the  winter  is  on,  to  hut  near  the  enemy  will 
be  arduous,  is  dangerous :  to  return  back  for  quarters  and 
thereby  leave  the  country  open,  appears  to  be  intolerable. 
These  are  the  outlines  of  our  situation  at  present;  hoping 
for  some  favourable  opening  whereby  the  campaign  may 
be  closed  with  reputation,  God  only  can  give  it.  Our 
troops  express  their  wishes  for  another  trial,  and  must  be 
greatly  animated  by  the  arrival  of  yourV  We  have 
about  2,500  militia  of  this  state,  and  about  800  from 
Maryland,  about  this  number  will  remain  for  some  weeks 
yet,  but  they  are  ever  fluctuating.  I  presume,  Johnny* 
will  wish  to  sec  Carlisle  this  winter^  if  consistent  with 
your  sitaation. 

I  am,  Dear  General,  with  great  truth. 
Most  cordially  your's, 

••JOHN  AUMSTRONG, 

«  J^Jajor-general  GatesJ** 

Camp  at  White  Marsh,  JVbr.  2ist,  1777. 

«  Dear  Greneral, 

Though  my  congratulations  on  your  signal  success 
come  rather  late,  they  are  not  the  less  sincere.  Sick- 
ness in  my  family  had  called  me  away  from  the  army,  and 

• 

•  I»ate  Secretary  of  War. 

^        1 V  Google 
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I  was  absent  wJien  the  news  of  General  Burgoyne's  sup-  GHAP. 
render  arrived,  an  event  glorious  to  you,  and  that  must 
lie  attended  with  the  most  happy  consequences  to  Amci>i-|^^ 
ca,  ami  it  affords  me  tJie  greater  pleature,  as  yon  was  the 
iM^nrlMtrmMit  in  teinpag  it  to  pass.  Thi8»  107  dear 
Geaeralf  Js  not  the  linguage  of  oompliment  but  of  the 
koaii.  I  am  not  iiaiBd  to  make  professions*  but  I  ew 
shall  be  interested  in  your  good  or  bad  foiluncy  as  1  havo 
not  turgot  nor  ever  shall  forget^  the  friendship  1  have  re- 
ceived at  your  liands. 

44  The  battle  of  GeroMuitown  happened  in  oij  absence* 
I  can  give  jmn  little  account  of  it.  Tliere  was  strange 
nismanagenentyand  it  has  prodoced.  infinite  coarls  mar- 
tial and  as  we  have  been  inactive  ever  since,  seems  to 
have  Impressed  os  with  a  sense  of  the  superiority  of  the 
British  troops^  tliat  gives  me  much  concern;  it  is  certain 
our  discipline  and  our  mimbcrs  tou  arc  inferior  to  theirs, 
but  when  your  victorious  iiof>ps  arrive  they  will  make 
our  scale^  preponderate;  but  what  can  delay  them  so? 
I^rgan  has  been  arrived  above  a  fortnight. 

«  The  fort  on  Mud  Island  was  evacuated  on  the  16th 
Instant*  at  midnight,  (one  of  the  enemy^s  ships  lying  with- 
in pistol  shot  of  it  at  the  time)  after  having  sustained  a 
siege  of  near  seven  weeks.  It  is  a  very  singular  event 
tlial  such  a  thing,  the  veriest  frtcogue  that  ever  was  erect- 
ed should  have  retarded  the  operations  of  an  army  of 
twelve  or  fourteen  thousand  men  and  a  great  fleet  so  long. 
Colonel  Smitb*(asonof  your  fiiend  Mr.  Smith  of  Baitf^ 
more,)  has  acquired  immortal  honour  in  defence  of  it. 
The  cheveaux  de  frize  are  not  yet  removed,  nor  will  they 
be,  so  long  as  we  nuilntain  the  Jersey  shore,  but  that  I 
fear  will  not  long  be  the  case,  as  the  troops  from  New 
York  are  landed  at  Billingaport»  and  a  large  detachment 
from  Philadelphia  under  the  command  of  Lord  Comwal- 
Us  has  joined  themi  GrseDS;*  however^  with  his  divisbn 


has  marched  to  oppose  them^  and  he  has  likewise  Var- 

num*s  brigade. 

My  affair  is  still  in  the  same  situation  as  when  I  last> 

*  Qtoenl  SvaDd  Bmilb,  the  dcftader  of  the  city  of  Bahimoie. 
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laiAF.  WrotifyMi.  I  am  firmly  pi  rsiiaded  it  is  tfr^  intention  of 
Congress  to  avoid  brint^iii.i;  it  to  a  trial  us  iunir  as  possi- 
ble, in  hopes  that  the  matter  wiR  die  sway  of  itself  ani 
be  forgotten ;  that  however  In  not  mj  iritentioQ.  I  hata 
been  pif  tty  constant  in  my  applications  (br  juiitica  to  my* 
sHfy  and  to  my  country,  and  shall  continue  them  ontll  I 
prevail  or  they  throw  off  the  mask.  Ir  is  melancholy 
that  a  body  late  ly  so  auc^iist,  so  truly  venerable,  should 
io  so  short  time  be  so  visibly  altered ;  if  the  degeneracy 
continaes»  (and  when  intriguing  mid  cabal  takes  mt  la 
pubUc  aeeeaibHes,  ji  generally  eonUnnes  and  iflcreases»)  I 
^  cannot  tell  what  may  be  the  consequences,  nor  do  I  like 
to  imagine  them ;  but  this  is  certain,  never  since  this 
great  contest  began,  had  we  more  need  of  upright,  uncor- 
rupted,  wise  and  disinterested  counsels  and  coimscUors^ 
for  we  arc  arrived  at  the  crisis'  or  very  near  it.  This 
train  of  thought  does  not  arise  altogether  from  what  has 
happened  to  myselfi  but  from  a  retrospect  of  the  causea 
that  has  brought  as  to  a  siteatlont  in  which  we  can  wUk 
great  difficulty  get  either  forward  or  backward.  4t 
<«  This  moment  I  have  a  letter  from  the  President  co- 
vering the  following  very  extraordinary  resolve, 

"  Whereas*  the  covimitttt  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
causes  of  the  hss  of  Ticonderoga  and  Fort  IndeptTidence, 
hofoe  wA  yet  been  able  to  coUect  materials,  and  make  their 
reporL  KssoATBDy  UuU  MajoT'gepiral  Clair  be  ai 
Uberty  ftr  ailend  to  Ms  private  tffwiTS  aattf  he  shaU  tope 
notice  to  attend  head  ^[uttrterSt  in  order  to  an  inquiry  into 
his  conduct,**     '  .       '  r.,  r         , ;  j. 

«  Judj^ft  now.  Sir,  what  I  ous^ht  to  think  of  them, 
for  I  made  no  such  application  as  this  would  indicate,  or 
whether  the  suspicion  I  threw  out  abo?e  is  not  bi^too 
^  well  founded.  If  they  bad  candour  or  common  honestyy 
they  wonld  have  owned*  that  after  five  months  spent  in 
Searching  for  an  accusation,  they  had  been  unable  to  find 
one;  one  at  least  tliat  they  dared  to  own ;  ami  instead  of 
commanding  me  to  retire  from  the  army,  wliich  is  the 
English  of  the  resolve,  with  all  the  ignominy  upon  my 
head  that  they  had  wijustly  endeavoared  to  fix  tbeiT» 
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could  have  ackiiuwlodji^cd  tlicir  errM*,  and  donn  what  was  CHAP, 
in  their  power  to  remove  it ;  but  many  of  them  arc  iiica-  ^ 


fM»  of  a  gmmms  sentittmU  or  actum  tn  frtvate  life ; 
Qtid  a  piMe  tMm^  m^kh^  men  more  aequaitUed 
wUh  ibe  vlew9  4Mi4/m0li$B  ^  oUm,  ooa/irnit  ami  in* 
artam  their  awn  ;  a  tM  however  they  shall  j^ive  me  f 

be  the  event  what  it  wilJ,  they  cannot  rob  iuv  of  that 
heartfelt  satisfaction^  wiiich  m  t^e  companiou  and  reward 
ol  virtuous  actions* 

I  sh^  leave  the  imp  to-momwi  bat  shall  not  tease 
to  prny  to  God  to^vert  those  calamities  to  my  conntryt 
that  may  ever  make  my  feeble  assistance  necessary* 

**I  bad  a  great  deal  more  to  say,  but  this  cursed  re- 
solve ha^  deranged  all  my  ideas  j  adieu  my  dear  General. 

€t  1  ever  am,  your  very  affectionate^  , 
«  Humhle  servant, 

« ARTHUR  ST.  CLAIR.' 
P.a»  I  am  extremely  happy  at  Wilkinson's  promo- 
tioH*  and  thank  yon  very  heartily  for  procuring  it. 

He  has  great  meritt  and  what  is  in  my  opinion  more 
valuable,  he  has  a  warm  honest  Heart   I  have  known  * 
many  an  errant  knave  witk  consideral^  abUUUs» 
Major-general  Gales** 

**  Camp  at  fFhiU  Marth,  flUI  JVbv.  1777. 
Hy  Dear  General* 

« I  most  sincerely  con^ratoiale  yon  on  the  unparallel- 
ed success  of  our  aims  under  your  conduct,  which  has 
surpassed  even  our  most^anguine  hopes,  and  which  must 
eventually  save  this  (otherwise)  devoted  country. 

M  Fortune  to  us  has  proved  a  Ackle  goddesof  althongli 
at  one  time  she  wore  a  pleasing  aspect,  but  like  some 
other  females  changed  Ibr  the  flrst  new  face  she  saw.  I 
canH  say  we  treated  her  so  kindly  as  she  deserved ;  we 
slighted  ill  :in  idle  moment  some  of  her  best  favours;  I 
wish  we  liaU  not  done  it  more  than  onco:  for  she  more 
than  once  presented  them. 

"  Before  the  battle  of  the  Brandywine  we  had  a  most 
deligbtfttl  opening*  we  n^lected  making  the  proper  use 
of  it.  In  the  Great  Yalley  the  enemy  tookf  and  remain^ 
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CHAP.  C4l  in,  the  most  injurious  camp  that  ever  troops  tikt  down 
■^1^  in.    The  hills  on  each  side  were  nut  more  than  a  mile 
asunder;  they  in  the  fidllnw  and  tlic  hills  the  strongest 
ground  i  ever  saw»  the  Scbu/ikiU  in  front  and  unforda- 
ble ;  the  country  all  open  to  receiYO  as  in  case  of  m  mis- 
fortune ;  we  risked  but  little^  the  enemy  their  alL  At 
€Sermantown  fortune  again  aodled  on  onr  aims  fyr  fbll 
three  hours ;  the  enemy  were'  broke,  Mpersedf  and  flyings 
(II  all  ([iiarters,  we  were  in  possession  of  their  whole  cn- 
rampment,  toi^cther  witli  thrir  artillery  park,  &r.  ^c. 
^         A  windmill  attack  was  made  on  a  house,  into  which  six 
light  companies  had  thrown  themselves  to  avoid  our  bayo- 
nets I  this  gave  the  enemy  time  to  r&])y>  omr  troops  were 
deceived  by  the  attack*  taking  it  for  something  formida- 
.ble,  they  feli  back  to  assist  in  what  they  deemed  aserloys 
^       affair;  the  enemy  findina^  themselves  no  further  pursued^ 
^  *  and  bi'licving  it  to  bo  a  retreat,  followed ;  confusion  en- 
sued, and  we  ran  away  fixim  tiie  arms  of  victory  ready 
open  to  receive  us. 

«<  We  have  lost  Fort  Mifflin,  alias  Mud  Island,  after 
an  investiture  of  six  weeks,  without  any  attempt  to  raise 
the  siege ;  the  consequence  of  which,  will  be  the  loss  of 
all  our  other  works  and  shipping  in  the  river,  and  will 
give  easy  winler  quarters  to  Mr,  Howe  and  his  ai  niy, 
wfiilst  we  shall  be  reduced  to  the  hard  necessity  of  mak- 

w 

ing  a  winter*s  campaign  in  the  open  field  with  naked 
troops,  or  give  up  the  greatest  part  of  th»  once  happy 
'state  to  be  subjugated  and  laid  under  contribution.  I 
have  thus  given  yon  a  true  piclire  of  our  present  sitna* 
tion,  over  which  I  wish  to  draw  a  Teil  nntil  our  arms  pro- 
duce one  more  lovely,  which  I  don't  yet  despair  of,  if  our 
worthy  General  will  but  follow  Wis  own  good  judgment 
without  listening;  too  much  to  some  counsel, 

•*  i  .wish  to  hear  from  you  whenever  you  can  find  time 
fj*om  your  more  important  business. 

•«  Wilkinson  wiM  give  you  a  full  history  of  men  and 
measures,  adlen  my  Dear  General,  and  bdieve  m^ 


«« Your!8  most  sincerely. 


«  ANTHONY  WAYNJE. 


Botu  Oener^  Gates*** 
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From  these  letters*  the  variety  and  pev|dexUy  of  opi-  CHAP. 


iiidus  iiud  tlie  dist;iuit<'iit.s  whirh  oiisiH'd' the  batilo  of  Ger- 
mantownt  may  be  faiily  rompt-r-lR-ndrd.  Nor  .^hfiulti  iln^ 
be  a  m^jltfr  pf  ^i^rlset  for  it  is  well  known  to  every  mi- 
litary mil  of:  j|i(?trnient  and  experience,  that  from  i|M 
BlfHiWIi  to  t^  .llsiil»Wfc  tlM  officer  wbo  in  Goaii»a|  per- 
iffftmi^  ]ul9  dtttj  HtftftMlf •  |uu  too  mucli  lo  do  to  giv^ 
tMltion  beyond  Mi  mtigfcfcottring  regiment  or  platoonf  paiv 
licularly  in  bi'ukcii  ijiDmidjj,  and  liiid'T  tlio  m  ii  s  ot 
night  or  a  dense  fo^ ;  vet  it  is  itulonaui  tiiai  in  uiir  m  ; 
vice,  the  balllti  once  ended/'  its  details  are  canvassed 
and  Iti  Mfito  iMgMovcr  and  over  ap::iin,  wUb  eq^ol  lo- 
quacity, fv^t^Moli^mi  tkiU,  ao  woU  |»y  the  joungeat  e|i- 
algn  as  the  oMflaiM0»ttBr»  ttpon  groonda,  principlea  and 
Octlonsy  as  div^tattad  as  tlio  facea  of  tlie  critica  and  coqi^ 
mentators ;  such  was  the  situation  of  the  army  at  White 
Marsh  in  November,  ir 77  j  and  I  (dlVi-  i!i(»sr  r.'iiiH-k to 
the  randonr  of  the  piT*?ent  army,  in  the  hope  iiic^  uuiy 
tend  to  restrain  the  license  of  the  subordinate  ranks,  and 
check  the  gannlity  of  at  least  two  miyor-generals,  w  itli 
whom  I  aboold  be  aonj  to  compare  the  disti^guisbed 
chiefs  I  hare  jiwt  qooled. 

Bot  it  will  be  aeen  that  General  Armstrong  was  de« 
r  eived  in  point  oi  far  t,  and  al  ;i  loss  for  the  causes  of  the 
iailuj*e^  General  St.  (.'hiir>i)i.a!^M()t  ilir.  li'i^iou  .  dt.->iujaUion 
and  discontents  oi  liie  camp ;  and  General  W  ay  ne's  Cxsa- 
rian  spirit  coold  not  brook  ttio  Fabian  system  of  General 
Wasfaitigton^  which  saved  bis  conntry  from  heavy  calami* 
tie§ ;  irdentt  valorous  and  panting  for  fame»  like  Clair* 
fait»*  he  was  ever  ready  for  the  combat,  and  aa  an  exe- 
ciitivc  officer,  would  have,  tlune  honour  to  the  fu  st  service 
of  the  u*)jld.  General  WashirfC^ton  will  understood  his 
worth  and  dyly  estimated  it,  and  no  oflicci*  more  hii^iily 
respected  the  commander  in  chief  tiian  Gem  ral  Wayne  | 
His  letter  is  a  compliaMlit  to  hia  professional  enterprise, 
and  having  led  the  attaok»  and  participated  in  the  heat 

*  General  More«u  informed  me  that  Clairfalt  nerer  refused  a  btL 
tie,  and  when  his  antagonist  deiircd  a  combat,  be  had  only  to 
•demonstratiM  Md  QUirlait  nerer  failed  him. 
VOL.  I.  Z  Z 


tx. 
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eHAP.  <rf  the  bfttfle  of  Germaiitowii  anooesrfiiUjy  as  he  hdievciy 
against  the  main  body  ci  tha  mmjf  it  was  very  natural 
^^^^''^  lie  should  feel  sore  at  the  issue  of  the  affhiry  the  merits  of 

v"  which  are  little  uiuieistood  even  at  this  day;  and  the 
glance  which  my  limits  permit  me  to  take  of  it,  in  this 
^  place,  will  be  confined  to  a  few  brief  reflections,  and  Uio 
recital  of  several  essential  facts,  on  which  the  reader  will 
f  }  be  left  to  make  his  comments*  General  Washington's  in* 
ahllHy  to  resist  the  progress  of  an  enemjf  his  superior  in 
discipline,  expertenee,  appointments  and  nmnerical  force» 
did  nut  appal  his  resolution,  or  shake  the  firmness  of  his 
eouJ ;  and  ihe  misfortunes  of  1776  had  taught  liini  how  to 
8u»tiiiu  Lliobe  of  1777  J  he  watchuU  the  motions  of  liis  adver- 
sary, prepared  to  strike  him,  whenever  an  opportunity 
should  present ;  and  tiie  security  to  which  Sir  Willtam 
Howe  gave  himself  up*  after  he  got  possession  of  Phila*- 
delphiaf  indfeated  by  the.  distraction  of  his  force*  and  the 
loose  disposition  of  his  main  body  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Germantown,  made  an  opening  which  the  American 
chief  determined  to  embrace  ;  whereby,  as  at  Trenton,  he 
re-animated  the  country,  raised  the  spirits  of  his  own 
troops,  and  diminished  tlie  confidence  of  the  enemy. 

B  ut  with  deference  to  the  judgment  of  my  contemporarieSf 
I  do  not  consider  the  disposition  of  the  attack  the  most  ja* 
dicionSf  particularly  for  the  nightt  and  with  a  lai^  pro. 
portion  of  undisciplined  militia;  it  was  too  widely  extend- 
ed* for  strict  concert,  and  too  complicated  for  precise 
co-operation,  on  which  the  success  of  the  enterprise  es- 
sentially depended ;  nor  can  1  lielievc  Uiat  tliecom)iosition» 
equipment8»  and  numerical  force  under  General  Wash, 
ington*  warranted  ihe  expectation  of  the  capture  of  tha 
army  under  Sir  William  Howe ;  yet  the  principle  of  tha 
attack  evinced  the  wisdom  of  the  projector^  and*  although 
iteouU  not  be  so  successful  as  at  Trentou,  it  produced 
the  most  salutary  eifects  to  the  country.  It  reminded  Sir 

•  The  front  of  Gf-ner:il  Washington's  army  on  t)iis  movement,  ex- 
tended  from  llie  OU  York  to  llie  R;dgx;  road,  ovpr  a  ipitce  of  ai  If-ast 
four  mdes,  intersected  with  bills  and  ravines,  whiclk  rendered  the 
semantnicttioii  erceediDgly  difficult. 
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WMiM  Howe  of  tlie  bobmb  of  Tronlon  and  PrinceloOf  CHAR* 
taught  him  to  respect  his  antagonlstf  and  inspired  him  ^ 

with  f"c  ar  uf  an  eiicaiy  whom  lie  had  despised.  It  foned 
him  into  Pliiladelphi^,  sti-aitcned  liis  (juarters,  and  put 
hini  on  t/ie  dtjensive;  and  no  mure  impurtaDt  consequence^ 
coiUd  have  hceo  produced*  by  the  most  sanguinary  vi<;to- 
fy*  ehorC  of  an  absolute  conqaes^of  wbkb  I  hombly  con« 
c«if.e,  there  ooald  be  ao  prospectt  and  for  the  Ibllowai^ 


1st. — Tiie  main  body  o(  the  Bi  itiwh  army  encamped  at 
Germantown  the  3d  Uctuher,  1777.  occupied  e^round 
nearly  at  right  angles  with  the  street;  the  front  line  on 
the  school-house  lane  to  the  west,  and  the  church  lane  to 
the  east*  the  park,  in  the  area  south  of  the  market-hoipa^ 
opposite  to  wbich»  on  the  left»  General  Howe  bad  hia 
qnartersy  In  the  house  of  David  Oeshler  ;  the  second  Una 
formed  a  parallel  about  half  a  mile  In  rear^  and  flanking 
the  road  near  the  old  six  milestone,  before  the  door  of  II. 
Cunnin'^lmm  esq.  ;  a  (lutiKljincrit  liad  marched  to  co-ope* 
rate  in  tlic  reduction  of  Fort  MitUin,  and  Lord  Cornwal- 
lis  with  the  .grenadiers  was  qaartored  in  Philadelphia  ^ 
the  advanced  body  qf  this  army^  conslstiqg  of  the  fld  bat- 
talion of  British  light  Infkntry,  with  a  respectable  fteU 
train,  ooevpled  the  height  immediatsly  in  flront  of  Beg- 
gars-town on  the  left  of  the  roady  and  more  than  two 
miles  from  the  main  body,  v^ith  an  out-lying  picket  post- 
ed at  the  southern  foot  of  Mount  Airy,  almost  nine  miles 
from  the  marfcet-house  of  the  city ;  the  40th  regiment  was 
encamped  three-qaarters  of  a  mile  In  rear  of  the  light  in- 
fantry»  in  a  fidd<^  of  B*  Chew  esq.  and  eastward  of  fats 
country  seat 

Sd. — If  the  darkness  of  the  night,  had  deranged  the 
march  lA'  the  American  trofijis,  a  very  thick  fog  in  tl»e 
morning  tended  to  keop  u\)  tiic  distraction  ;  that  nierito*- 
rious  veteran  Colonel  Aiien  M^JLane,  who  lor  activity, 
enterprise,  daring  resolution*  and  efficient  service,  was 
surpassed  by  no  oflker  of  his  grade  in  the  revoltttion»  at 

*  This  fiict  Is  derived  from  CaptataCutpbellof  ttuiicorps,  who  vai 
wouodird  in  defence  of  the  home. 
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CHAP,  tiiat  time  a  Captaiiif  led  the  adyanced  pairole  of  the  cen- 
^^^^^i^  tre,  and  bring  well  acquainted  with  the  e^roimfl  and  tlie 
position  of  the  enemy,  attempted  to  surprise  tt^^ir  picket^ 
hut  feU  in  witb  double  aeotriesy  wIkmh  he  killed  with  the 
loss  of  one  mao*  and  aoon  aftec  roofed  the  gnardi  the 
liarptifle  was  coaiplBtey  and  Waya^a  brigade  cotamenoad 
the  action  with  the  Britlah  Uifkk  infinrtry,  who  made  ft 
vigorous  resistance^  but  ^vcrc  forced  to  retire,  leaving 
their  artillery  on  the  ground^  tfiey  however  preserved 
some  order  and  kept  up  a  acatteriiig  fire  as  tiiejr  &U 
]>ack. 

Sd«-*The  pleket  of  tlie40tli  rq^lMit  vw  Hioii  ate 
attacked  and  retired  on  tMr  encaaipaeti^  iHmAi  Lleirte- 
)iaa|-«olonel  Musgravey  wko  oaoUDanded  that  oorpsy 

leaving  his  camp  standing,  threvv  himself  into  Mr. 
Chew's  house ;  in  the  mean  time  General  Waj^c  press- 
^  ed  the  retreating  light  iniantryy  and  continoed  to  over- 
throw every  thing  in  his  way;  our  men  expended  their 
ammunition  lavishly^  which  with  raw  troops  in  irregutar 
actions  la  ineritaUe^  soon  nm  ihof^aad  a  mwismgw  was 
sent  to  ^e  rear  for 'm  supply. 

ith. — General  Washington  with  Creneral  Sullivan  and 
the  troops  who  followed  Wayne  at  this  period  liad  reach- 
ed the  vicinity  of  Mr.  Chew's  house,  from  the  upper  win- 
dows of  which  Musgrave  was  delivering  a  random  fire 
at  the  corpe  paaiingon  the  road»  who  might  be  heard  hut 
could  not  be  secflif  becaosa  of  the  dftitaiice  of  flie  hooso 
from  Uf  ami  the  deaatty  of  the  fog;  a oousnltatiott  was 
held  and  It  was  determined  to  attack  this  house,  by  which 
a  part  of  the  centre  cohinm  was  [lalted,  but  this  mea- 
sure could  have  had  do  cfl'ect  on  the  movements  of  those 
on  the  right  and  left.  The  doors  and  the  shutters  of  the 
lower  windows  of  this  mansion  were  shut  and  fastenedf 
the  fire  of  the  enemy  being  delivered  |W»m  the  iron  grat* 
lugs  of  the  cdtars  and  the  windows  abovei  and  It  was 
closely  beset  on  aO  shield  with  small  anns  mid  artlliery» 
as  is  manifest  from  the  multiplicity  of  traces  still  visible^ 
from  musket  bail  and  grape  shot  on  the  interior  walls 
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and  crilins;s,  wliicli  appear  to  hnvt  entered  lliroiigh  tlic  CHAP 
doors  aod  waittiiiws  in  every  direction |  marka  of  caunaii 
hixU  are  also  visible  in  several  pliOM  on  the  eaolvior^pittl 
M  4liNiglt^Mi4  tiMM^Ii  *o»e  tell  Migr  ttppMMi  ti 
ium  |H  wliiiiifliMl^ii  'iiwr^iiMii;  «ii4  fliat  %  a  whi4iMrii 

have  itta(!(  no  impression  on  the  walls  oCtlie  hoiise^  a  lew  • 
sli,i::ijt  iixtenturvs  only  hv'iw^  observaWe,  cxLt  jyt  from  one 
6trnke  i}i  ttii-  real*  wiii)  h  staried  iim  waii.    1  iiave  been 
-  iMfonnMl  tliai  »'iM%a»  Wliite,  aid-dc-camp  to  GeneriS 

in  aMmf^iBf  nM^ir;  Mid 41  wat  ve^miM 

that 'GditfHii  IrfnMMIiiNllMM*#B-€Mn|i'  ttTQftMi^Ml  W«lii'^ 

iiii,^iuii,  (tTTipTc  (I  with  a  party  to  force  the  main  dtnH'; 
certsiin  il  is  lUal  door  is  much  j^erforated,  and  it  is  evi- 
dent that  twenty  or  thirty  shot  were  fired  through  it  by 
the  defendants.  The  most  daring  moliltion  was  exerl- 
M  to  esny  iUi  MMiitgflwtthe  (erMffmnee^of  Mvth 

ordered  to  be  beaten,  and  as  Captain  Smith  of  the  Vir- 
ginia line  was  advancing  wiiii  a  d.it^  to  demand  a  surrec^ 
der.  hv  was  killed  h\  u  shut  Irom  l\\v  liouse. 

During  these  operatiorni  before  Mr.  Chew's  hoimey  Ge* 
neral  W  ayne  ccnUUlMd  to  fwsue  the  retreating  enei^; 
General  Ann8troqp«Mi«iigag«d  Wttlt  tfie  Hmimm  imr  * 
the  Schuylkill;  and  «  part  of  Oenenl  Greene's  colaaniiy 
bad  reached  the  diDreli  kil^       nAi  the  right  wln^  of 
the  enemy's  front  line;  Colond  %V.  Stewart  with  his  rc 
gimct.;.  iiv.d  i'<'\n]\c[  {iviivt^,  Mathews  witli  thf       \  n 
ginia.re|i^iinent,  got  wanal^  eogaged,  thougli  not  in  con- 
cert, and  were  soon  overpowered  ;  Stewart  made  good 
hie  retreat,  hut  Matthews  with  his  corps  were  taken  prir» 
son^ore.  In  the  meaatim        Comwallis  was  advan- 
cing rapidly  with  tbeigrenittetSy  and  the  left  wing  of  dm 
British  front  line  had  go^in  mtion  under  Generals  Gray* 
and  Atrnew.    At  this  critical  juncture,  the  front  of  the 
Aiuei  lean  troops  iiad  uead>  reached  tlie  nutrkut  iiuusc^ 
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GHAP*  when  iMarini^  the  parley*  is  retry  and  mialikiiig  it  Ibr 

Uie  retreat,  some  one  cried  oat,  *•  They  beat  the  rctreatf* 
the  exflanialion  spread  like  wild  fire — a  sudden  panic  en- 
sued— and  troops  who  liad  nwi  willi  no  chc(  k  fled  in  wild 
disorder,  in  ^pite  of  the  exertions  of  their  officers  to  rally 
them*  The  iVig  still  continued  extremely  heavy;  the  left 
column  had  becone  entangled  and  vaa  falii^g  back*  and 
the  right  bad  made  no  impretsion.         .  « 

etib^Witb  his  corpa  in  this  alato  of  dietraction,  if 
General  Washinj^ton  had  pressed  forward  with  the  centre 
column,  (aii.c:wed  and  exhausted  uf  ammunition,  he  would 
have  comi'  into  contact  with  the  main  hody  of  the  British 
armyy  fresh  for  action ;  and  under  such  disparity  of  cir- 
cunutancefly  it  needa  not  the  spirit  of  divination  to  aigr 
what  would  have  been  the  oonssqvence:  for  if  allow 
tfao  9d  ligbt  infantry  and  tbo  Mtli  p^giment  to  consiat  of 
1800  many  and  8000  for  the  detachment  to  Province 
island,  Sir  William  Uuv\e  could  certainly  have  brought 
10,000  men  into  action,  as  he  had  landed  18,000,f  only 
seventy  days  before,  at  the  head  of  E\k,  and  had  not  suf- 
fered a  heavy  loas. 

It  bas  been  reported,  and  it  is  generally  bdievedf  that 
General  Agnew  waa  killed  in  the  action  of  Gemantown^ 
bat  nothing  can  be  more  Incorrect:  thia  officer  had  juat 
marched  with  a  brigade  fk^m  the  left  wing  of  the  Britisli 
aimy  to  support  the  action,  when  our  troops  gave  way^ 

*  When  a  messenger  reached  the  rear  for  amrounilion,  Capt&ln 
ThomM  Forrest  (now  Colonel)  vu  near  General  Knox,  who  ordered 
him  forward  to  give  Inrormation  that  the  tniaunitioQ  wagons  were  at 
hand.  This  happened  near  Mr  Chew's  housCf  some  time  after  tbe 
attack,  and  as  Forrest  rode  off  he  heard  the  proposition  Ibr  Jbeating 
a  parley;  and  be  had  nearly  got  up  with  the  front  of  tbe  troops  when 
the  beat  was  made,  and  the  cofisequence*  followed.  Under  his  tmmc* 
diHte  observation,  which  I  have  stated  with  his  permission.  The 
oldest  troops  in  the  world  ara liable  to  such  unaccotmtable  aiarma.** 
The  battle  of  Kriedlingen  furnishes  a  most  extraordinary  instance, 
uhere  ihe  victorious  army  of  \farshal  Villars,  afuT  Jjcattnp  and  pur- 
suing ilic  Imperialists  a  considcr.iblc  disiauce,  upon  a  cry  "  t^ue  I  on 
ei9U  Louf  c  *'  were  se  zf  il  wiih  a  puniC,  turned  about,  and  fled  in  da- 
order  tiom  their  fU  iiig  tucroy. 
t  Soe  Marshall. 
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and  advancini^  at  the  head  of  his  column,  aliirkinc^  party  CHAP, 
of  two  or  tbree  men^  concealed  behind  the  wall  of  tint 
Baptist  meeting  house,  at  the  foot  of  the  aodiri^  ttortb  ^^"^^"^ 
of  IIm  old  M  flulo  0tine»  trvd  on  liiai»  and  lie  was  moru 
tally  woondsd  bj  one  off  tiiem»  sttppossd  to  Im  Pldllp 
Boyer,  who  is  stlH  llrinf^ ;  and  as  the  fact  may,  perad-  ' 
venture,  interest  some  relative  of  the  munlered  general, 
I  will  state  in  ihln  place,  that  lie  was  carried  forward  a 
short  distance  to  a  low  atone  house,  on  the  li  ft  of  tlio 
itreety  occupied  at  that  time  by  Jacob  Hail,  and  ownsd 
DOW  hj  Heniy  Strsepcrf  where  the  unfortttnate  sum  ler» 
naoaled  bis  life^  a  victim  to  military  ambHum. 

After  tbe  okamfamtioB  of  these  facte  and  drcnmstaiiccs» 
I  cannot  repress  the  belief  that  the  halt  at  Cbew'a  house, 
whatever  may  be  its  uiprits  in  a  professional  view,  was 
another  manirestation  nf  the  Divine  interposition  in  be- 
half of  these  states;  because  if  General  Washington  had 
met  with  no  obstacle,  he  would,  under  the  thiduiesB  off . 
the  fogy  have  closed  with  tbe  main  body  of  tbe  enemy  be* 
Ibvo  he  ooiild  have  been  apprised  of  its  proximity»  and 
^ben  hfe  centre  and  a  part  of  his  left  wing  would  have 
been  conjijiitted  to  a  general  action  with  the  whole  iiri-  • 
ttsli  army ;  the  rt  suit  oi  which  1  submit  to  the  conside- 
ration  of  my  readers. 

The  following  general  orders  of  Sir  William  Howe, 
may  oontribute  to  assist  and  sathrfy  imiuiryt  and  they 
tend  to  sunM>rt  my  dednctkms  as  to  the  eilbct  of  Qeneral 
Washington's  altek  of  the  4th  off  October. 

Mxtn^ct  from  the  General  Orders  of  Vie  army  under  the 
cmrnand  0/ QenniU Witiiam  Maw 

HBA0-HVABTSBS  OSBMiLirTOWir. 

After  Order^^Si  t^cMtf  September  HM, 

•*  Tbe  10th  and  42d  regiments  to  march  this  afternoon 

at  4  o'clock  to  Middle  Ferry  on  the  Schuylkill  ;  the  42d 
to  take  with  ihem  tlie  two  6  pounders  irom  the  third 
brigade/' 
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CBAF.  (ktober  4<fi,  ITTf. "  * 

^  Such  corps  as  suspect  they  have  Icflt  any  wfiundeii  on 

^^'^^       fieldy  arc  iiamediately  lu  send  wagona  witk  «  ahmJI 
•icort,  la  bring  tliem  to  the  bMpital  ki  QmilMilQWB. 

«« The  w^goM  liMl  gQ  isr  pi^fiaioiiB  119  Co  meive 
niBiwriiMl  bm  iMMimw  aoniii^  by  apfim  l»  carry 
tiM  to  ibe  general  boBpitd  in  tMm.^ 

Mofmng  OrdarS'-'October  5th* 

*<  Each  corps  to  sind  out  patroles  in  their  front  tiiis 
forenooiif  tu  search  for  rebel  Arm»f  and  take  tliem  to  the 
artMlery  park,  where  the  mm  will  be  paid  lertiwiii  ^;ree* 
ably  to  the  regoiatien. 

M  AH  rebel  priaeners  and  deeerfm  to  be  iawiedlalilj 
•eat  to  the  towa  gvard  ia  Genaantowa^  to  older  to  tbeir 
being  forwarded  to  Philadelphia. 

"TlkC  commander  in  chief  desires  his  public  thanks 
may  be  e^iven  to  the  genera!  officers,  commanding  officere 
of  corpSy  and  all  the  officers  and  soldiers  that  were  jce- 
tenlaj  eagagedf  Ibr  their  atertness  in  getting  aoder  arvi 
and  good  serficee  in  beating  beck  aad  eSbetttally  rooting 
the  eneaiy»  and  deairee  hie  particular  thanks  to  Lieote. 
nant-colonel  Musgravet  for  bis  well  jndged  and  gallant 
defence  of  Uie  house  ho  took  possesion  uf  with  the  40th 
regiment. 

**  Returns  of  the  killed^  wounded^  and  missing  of  each 
corps  in  the  action  of  yesterday*  to  bo  given  in  to  the 
deputy  adjutant-general  this  evening  at  gnn  iring»  spe- 
cifying the  names  aad  ranks  of  their  killed  and  woanded  « 
officera* 

"  The  first,  scrand,  thirds  and  fourth  brig-ades  (Bri- 
tish) ai*e  each  to  send  a  surgeon  tu  n»ilar]elj)liia  imme. 
diately»  to  attend  ttie  sick  and  wounded  of  their  respec- 
tive corpSf  uodoT'tlM  direction  of  the  general  hospital*^ 

Jfter  Ordtn^Meber  Bth. 
,  The  park  of  artillery^  the  5th  and  55th  regiments  ot 
second  brigade,  15th,  Utb  and  bbth  of  third,  the  fourth 
•  brigade,  and  two  battalions  of  General  Sterne's,  wiU  be 
in  readiness  to  clian^-  their  ground  to-morrow.  They 
will  for  that  purpose  send  a  quarter-master,  and  two 
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caBp-09lo«mea  fitw  Mch  TCgtaM^  to  attend  t^^  chap. 
fwr^master  general  at  the  head  of  the  fourtli  brigade,  *^*^-IiL^ 
7  o'clock  in  the  moraing.'*  ^^VW' 

(ktohtr  7Ui. 

<<The  cummauder  ta  chief  is  delejniUMd  lo  piiiiiak 
with  Uw  lUmoat  r«gotur  ai^  penos  wlw  gkrm  a  Ukm 
alam,  or  any  a^try  who  impnporiy  ftm  off  Jiia  ihoqi^ 
to  the  diatarbaooo  of  the  camp  and  to  the  diflgraco  of  the 
character  of  a  aoUMn" 

I  arrived  at  Albany  the  8th  December,  was  received 
by  General  Gates  nith  great  cordiality,  and  entered  am 
the  functioiia  of  my  atation  the  9th.  Colonel  Hamiltoiiy 
aid^dcHcanip  to  Genaml  WaahU^i^  had  preceded  me 
vnder  a  mission  firom  the  eommaiider  in  chieff  the  olyeda 
of  which^are  explained  in  the  ibilowiqf  letters. 

«  Camp  near  HTtiU  Marsh,  15  mUeB  from 
Fhiladdphia,  OcL  SOth,  1777 » 

**  Sir, 

By  this  opportunity  I  do  myadf  the  pieasnre  to  con-  Corres. 
I^tulate  yoQ  on  the  signal  soocess  of  the  army  on*r  ^^^^ 


your  command,  in  compelling  General  Buigoyn^  and  his  rr  of  the 
whole  force  to  surrender  themsdvea  prisoners  of  war ;  an  ^itnei^^ 
event  that  does  the  higliest  honour  to  the  American  arms,  Haa^ 
and  which  I  ho^jc  will  be  attended  with  the  must  exten- 
sivc  and  happy  consequences.  At  the  same  time,  I  can- 
not but  i-egret  that  a  matter  of  such  magnitude,  and  so 
intereating  to  our  general  operations,  should  have  reach- 
ed me  hy  report  only,  or  through  the  chance  of  lettcm^ 
not  hearing  that  authenticity  which  the  importance  of  It 
required,  and  which  it  woidd  have  reoelyed,  by  a  line 
under  your  signature,  stating  the  simple" fact. 

"Our  affairs  having  terminated  at  the  northward,  I 
have,  hy  tlie  advice  of  the  general  oflicers,  sent  Colond 
Hamilton,  one  of  my  aids,  to  lay  before  you  a  full  state 
of  our  situation,  and  that  of  the  enemy  in  this  quarter; 
he  is  well  informed  upon  the  snhject,  and  will  deliver  my 
sentlmento  upon  the  plan  of  operations  that  la  now  neosi* 

TOL.  L  3  A 
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CHAP,  my  to  b0  pniwi^. '  I  think  It  improper  to  enter  iato  ft 
^^^^  particiilar  detail*  not  knowiiiff  bow  matters  are  circom* 

stanced  on  the  North  river,  and  fcarin.^  that  by  some  ac- 
cident my  letter  might  miscarry.  Froia  Colonel  Hamil- 
ton you  will  have  a  clear  and  compreliensive  view  of 
ihiag^  and  I  persuade  myself  you  will  do  every  thiqg 
in  your  power  to  facilitate  the  ohjecte  I  have  in  oontem* 
plation* 

I  am*  Sirs 

Yonr  most  obedient  serrant* 

"  GO.  WASlll^GTO;^. 

^  Mj^or-geMral  Oaks*'* 


<^ftany,  JHw.  5111*  1777. 

<«8ir* 

Bj  inquiry  I  have  learned  that  General  P}tteraon*s 
brigade*  which  is  the  one  jou  propose  to  send*  is  by  far 
the  weakest  of  the  three  now  here^  and  does  not  conrisC 

of  mure  than  ahout  six  hundred  rank  and  file  fit  for  duly. 
It  is  true  there  is  a  mUitia  regiment  with  it  of  about  two 
hundred,  but  tlic  term  of  service  fur  which  this  regiment 
i#cngaged  is  so  near  expiring,  that  it  would  be  passed 
by  the  time  the  men  could  arrive  at  the  place  of  their 
destination*  and  to  send  them  would  be  to  fatigue  the  men 
to  no  pttvposew  Under  these  circumsjtances*  I  cannot  con- 
sider it  either  as  compatible  with  the  good  of  the  service* 
or  my  instructions  from  his  excellency  General  ^^  asliing- 
ton,  to  consent  that  that  brJ.^side  be  selected  from  the  tlirec 
to  go  to  liim;  but  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  requiring*, 
by  virtue  of  my  orders  from  him,  that  one  of  the  others 
be  substituted  instead  of  this*  either  General  Nixon's  or 
General  Gloveif^  and  that  you  will  ha  pleased  to  give 
immedtato  orders  for  its  embarkation. 

Knowing  that  General  Washington  wished  me  to 
pay  great  deference  to  your  judgment,  i  ventured  so  far 
to  deviate  from  the  instructions  he  gave  me,  as  to  con- 
sent, in  compliance  witfi  your  opinion,  that  two  brigades 
should  riiuain  here  instead  of  one;  at^the  same  time  per- 
mil  me  to  observe*  that  1  am  not  myself  sensible  of  the 
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expediency  of  •  pin!»  more  tljan  one  here,  in  conjonc-  CHAP, 
tion  with  the  detached  regiments  in  the  neighbourhood  of  ^ 
the  place;  and  that  mj  ideas  coincided  with  tlHMe  of  (Mi* 
tienen  wbon  1  liave  comuited  on  the  occasian^  whose 
judgment  I  have  more  rdianoe  npon  than  my  own»  and 
wlA*mii8t  be  supposed  to  ftave  a  tlietough  knowledge  of 
the  circnni0tan<3es«  necessary  to  enter  into  the  question ; 
their  opinion  is,  f.ll^it  om^  br  ii;a(le  with  Uio  regiments  be- 
before  mentioned,  would  aiiii)lj  answer  the  purposes  of 
this  post.  When  1  preferred  your  opinion  to  other  con- 
siderations, 1  did  not  imagine  you  would  pitch  open  n 
brigade  little  more  than  half  as  large  as  the  otberif  and 
finding  this  to  be  the  case*  i  indispensably  owe  it  to  my  ^ 
duty,  to  desire  in  bis  excellency's  name  that  another  bri- 
gade may  go  instead  of  that  intended.  As  it  may  be  con- 
ducive to  despatch  that  General  Giuver's  brigade  should 
be  the  one,  if  agreeable  to  you*  you  will  give  directions 
accordingly. 

M I  have  the  honour  to  bei* 

With  respect  and  esteenif 

«<  Sir»  yonr  most  obedient  8erv% 
**  ALEX.  HAMILTON*  J.  C. 

wP.  S, — If  you  til  ink  ]>roper  to  order  Glovers  bri- 
gadc^  and  will  be  pleased  to  send  your  orders  to  me*  I 
will  have  them  immediately  forwarded* 
Major 'genenU  Gaites/* 

**Many,  JSTov.  7th,  1777. 

«  Sir, 

After  sending  upwards  of  five  thousand  men  to  the 
succour  of  the  southern  ai'my»  I  hoped  a  further  draft 
from  t})is  department  woidd  have  become  nnnecessary  ; 
but  Colonel  Hanulton  aoqoaints  me*  it  was  the  unani- 
moos  opinion  of  a'  conncil  of  war*  that  the  whole  of  the 
eastern  regiments  should  march  from  hence*  and  that 
troops  were  only  to  be  stationed  at  Peeks-kill,  and  In  the 
highlands,  for  the  defence  of  the  country  tliis  way,  >VitIi 
the  greatest  delercnce  to  the  opinion  of  the  council  nt 


Digitized  by  Google 


MEHanUBBY 

CRAP.  Wf  I  moftt  lafem  fwat  mdkncf ,  tiiat  troops  posM 
atPeeln-kiR  or  In  tlie  bigMaiidt  Cftonot  present  tfie  oae« 

my  iiom  destroying  this  city  and  arsenal^  whcncTer  they 
please  ta  make  the  atlenipt;  the  paM^^5e  bein^  entirely 
«  unobstructed,  a  leading  wind  carries  a  fleet  up  the  rivery 

before  it  will  be  ia  the  power  of  the  force  posted  in  the 
Mghlands  to  give  any  ^ectual  oppooHiun  thereto,  as  Ge- 
neral Putnam  very  lately  experienced.  Colonel  HamiU 
ton*  after  presenting  me  with  your  exigency's  letter^ 
▼eiMly  demanded  that  almost  all  of  the  troops  now  in 
this  department,' should  be  ordered  to  proceed  direcllj 
for  >iew  ^Villd8or.  I  told  the  Colonel,  that  your  excel- 
lency's orders  should  be  obeyed,  but,  that  if  my  opinion 
was  to  be  taken  upon  the  subjectt  i  was  entirely  averse  to 
more  than  one  brigade  being  sent  from  hencOf  as  thia  city 
and  arsenal  was  not  secure  with  fewer  troops  than  would 
tiien  be  left  to  gtfard  them  ;  and  of  course  every  good 
effect  of  the  ruin  of  General  Burgoync's  army  totally 
lost,  should  the  enemy  succeed  in  an  attempt  to  possess 
thin  town. 

«  Upon  mature  consideration  of  all  circumstances,  I 
have  nevertheless  ordered  Ctoneral  Glover's  brigade  to 
he  added  to  General  Patterson's  in  reinforcement  of  your 
army*  and  they  will  marchy  immediately,  down  the  east 
side  of  Hudson's  river  to  Peeks-kill.  Colonel  Hamilton, 
to  whom  l.beg  leave  to  refer  your  excellency,  will  report 
every  thing  that  I  \\ish  to  have  you  arqtiainted  with,  as 
well  witli  respect  to  the  prescut  state,  as  the  future  ope- 
rations this  way. 

w  I  am.  Sir,  with  due  regard. 
Tour  excellency's  very  humble  servant 
M  HORATIO  GATES. 

His  Ex'celkiicij  Gen,  ffashingtoru'* 

Con'rer**-  The  evening  of  niy  arrival  at  Albany,  after  ordi> 
twcen  '  nsty  information  and  inquiries  incident  to  my  jonmey, 
Gat^rJLd  ^^^^"^^  Gates  observed,  I  have  had  a  spy  in  my  camp 
Will^  t'ince  you  left  me."  I  did  not  comprehend  the  aUoslon, 
and  he  explained  by  iaforaing  me^  «  Colonel  BamiltDB 
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had  been  sent  up  to  h\m  by  General  Washin.i^tnn  ;  and  ^hap. 
would  yoa  believe  tt,  he  purloined  the  copy  of  a  ic4ter  out 
of  that  ciosety''  pointing  to  one  in  the  room.  1  answered  ^^^^^"^ 
fcim^  tlitl  «•!  OttBOMted  it inposilhie.''  He  insisMMi tiw 
hctf  atid  Amfaer  ex]ilatiied>^Tfco  tally  htiag  ealM 
out  by  bwineai^  lie  (MmnA  Hmilltim)  wii*  left  alme  an 
hour  in  this  room,  during  which  time»  he  took  Conway's 
letter  out  of  that  closet,  and  copied  it,  and  the  copy  has 
been  furnished  to  Washington/*  I  was  shocked  at  tlte 
aaapiciony  continued  to  express  my  disbeKef  of  it,  and  ob- 
served, <«  that  I  knew  Cokine]  Tronp  bad  great  cotifl- 
dence  in  Coloiiel  Hamiltoii,  and  ttial  I  thnogit  Itrmaia 
probsble^  he  bad  Innocently  commonteated  lkfirlBMftii& 
General  Cenway*s  letter  to  Golond  H.*  The  mieraf 
wouM  not  admit  this  palliation,  but  persisted  that  Uauiil' 
ton  had  pcrpcti*ated  the  deed,  and  declared  that  «  he  had 
adopted  apian,  wl)ich  wuuh}  compel  General  Washington 
to  give  him  up»and  that  the  receiver  and  the  thief  would  ^ 
be  alike  disgraced*"  i  call  the  Searcher  of  all  Hearts  to 
^wltneas  the  aubslanilal.tratb  of  this  sfiatenent*  wbiclf«  It 
win  be  henafter  aeeat  la  sttpported  by  Iba  came  par^ 
aaed  by  General  Gates,  and  Ibe  Ifnorerile'leillftHMHQi^ 
neral  Washington,  in  wliich  he  requires  the  author  of 
the  intonnation.  Consciuiis  as  I  was,  that  I  had  never 
spoken  of  that  letter  with  evil  intentions,  or  at  all,  ex(  epl 
when  it  was  mentioned  to  me ;  and  considering  it,  as  it  ' 
really  was*  mtbing  more  that  the  rebicle  of  the  opinions 
of  an  Indlvidaalf  which  be  had  expressed  witbouirtoervf, 
and  which  General  Gates  himself  had  not  laeated  oonfl- 
dentially,  becaoso  be  bad  read  II  puiMe^  in  my  presence, 
as  matter  of  information  from  the  grand  army ;  I  felt  no 
personal  solicitude  about  it,  nor  could  I  ascribe  to  it  the 
importance  which  was  subsequently  given  to  it ;  and 
therefore  I  did  not  dream  of  the  foal  imputations  it  was 
deatit^  to  draw  down  npon  me,  and  the  atrife  and 
trouble  it  woald  occasion  ne« 

The  IbDowing  letters  may,  'from  their  lamiediaie  vda- 
tion  to  these  transactions,  bt-  iji  operly  introduced  in  this 
place:  that  from  General  MiiUin  to  General  Qates^Jua- 


• 
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CHAP,  tifics  the  opinion  oi*  General  Conway,  aiui  bcaib  tcsti- 
.  J^!  ,  monv  to  his  avowal  of  the  sentiments  contained  in  his 
letter  to  General  Gates;  and  the  letter  of  General  Grates 
to  General  Conway*  manifeitB  hia  high  approbation  of 
the  ideas  and  oboervations  conveyed  in  tlie  Idter  in  qmk 
tion»  befovo  he  knew  it  had  been  expoeedf  and  el-  liis  per* 
torbation  afterwards* 

«  Beading,  Mroember  28tk,  1777* 

My  dear  (^eneraU 

««  w?n  eacfract  from  Gem  ml  Conway- letfer  to  ymi  Jms 
bun  procured,  and  sent  to  luad  quarters*  The  extract  was 
ueoUicUimffjmtieniimaiiU;  yet  snch  an  ehould  not  hate 
beenintruated  toanyof  year  fhmily*  General  Wiisbtn|;u 
ton  incloaad  it  to  General  Conway  withont  remailcs*  Ml 
was  mpporM,  and  the  fitedmn  of  the  SiwHmeni  w»  not 
DoloL^iscdJor :  on  the  contrai,)^  although  some  reflections 
ivtre  made  on  some  ])eople*  yet  the  practice  was  pieail  bold- 
lyy  and  no  satisfaction  given.  ^ 

«  My  dear  General,  take  care  of  yonr  gtmmUf  and 
fitmk  dtfposttuMi;  they  cannot  ii||are  yonraellt  hut  may 
iignre  aome  of  yonr  beat  fHenda* 
*  *  «  AIRiCtionately  yours, 

T.  M. 

To  Major-general  Oates^** 

^  JUbamg,  Jkeember  ^  1777. 

Dear  General, 
Tonr  exuBent  letter  has  given  me  pain  $  for  at  the  same 
time  that  I  am  indebted  to  yon  for  a  just  iito  0fl4e  emne  ^ 

'  our  misfortames,  your  judicious  observations  make  me  sen- 
sible of  the  difficulty  there  is  in  remedying  ilie  evils  which 
rctanJ  our  success.  The  perfect  cstahlishmcnt  of  military 
discipline, consistent  with  the  honour  and  principles  which 
ought  to  he  cherished  amongst  a  free  people,  is  not  only 
the  work  of  genias»  bat  time. 

**  Butf  dear  General,  yoii  hate  sent  yonr  resignation; 
and  I  assnre  yon,  I  hn^y  hope  it  will  not  be  accepted—* 
it  oogbt  not. 
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wTlie  antipathy  wMch  bis  long  subaIsM  between  the  CBAP« 

French  and  English  nations,  will  continue  until  they  ^^^^j^ 
cease  to  be  neighbours. — Suth  is  the  unlmppy  lot  of  man- 
kind.   The  separation  occasioned  by  the  declaration  of 
iBdependence* haa  removed  the  cause  ut  that  hatred  wbicli 
Hie  political  connexkHi  of  the  British  coloniata  haa  in- 
plaoted  In  their  breaels  againat  the  Frencb*  and  thoae 
who  were  attached  to  their  interest  Kow  that  Machia* 
vetism  can  be  no  longer  tempted  to  keep  up  those  preju- 
dices in  the  winds  ui  the  unthinking  amongst  us,  the 
French  and  tlie  people  of  the  United  States  will  become 
friends;  and  i  am  amazed  that  men  in  the  station  you  - 
nentioDf  should  have  been  so  impoiitic»  or  have  poaseog 
ed  80  little  9i  the  philosophic  spirit  aa  to  provoke  a  gen* 
Heman  of  jroor  acknowledged  iaerit8»  bj  iltiberat  reisc* 
tlons  I  howevert  I  mast  declare  to  youi  that  I  flrmly  be- 
lieve there  would  be  more  gin^atness  in  continuing  to  wrve 
the  states,  notwithstanding  tlic  provocation  you  think  you 
have  received  from  one  ot  their  pnur.ipul  mtmbcrs,  than 
In  resigning  the  commission  you  hold.  Capricious  or  dis- 
graced warriors  ao  often  leave  the  army>  that  I  do  not 
'Wish  to  see  the  name  of  Conwaj  on  the  list  of  oficem 
who  have  withdrawn  from  the  servJce  of  oar  republic*  1 
hope  the  result  of  your  considerations  on  thb  subject* 
will  retain  in  our  service  an  excellent  ofticcr,  who  has  al- 
i  ready  exposed  his  life  in  our  defence;  and  that  you  will 

"brieve  1  am  with  tiie  purest  csteem> 

Ifeur  General, 
Tear  most  hnmble  and  most  obedient  serv't 

HORATIO  GATES. 

«  P.  8.  This  moment  I  received  a  letter  from  ouv  wor- 
•  thy  ti  iend  General  Mifflin,  who  informs  me,  (liat  extractf* 
from  your  letters  to  me,  had  been  conveyed  to  Greneral 
Wasliington^  and  ttiat  it  occasioned  an  eclaircissemen^ 
in  which  yw  acted  with  oil  the  digmtif  €f  a  vtrdisns  scU 
dkr*  I  Intreat  you,  dear  Qeneralf  to  let  me  know  wJUcA 
•/*  tht  Utters  was  copied  on.  It  is  of  flie  greatest  impor- 
tance,  that  I  should  detect  the  person  who  has  been  guilty 
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CHAP    ol  that  art  of  infidclitx ;  |  caOAOt  trace  bim  out*  Uiikw  I 
^'    iiav9  your  assistanciB* 

"^^^  H.  a. 

A  few  days  after  my  retani  te  Albany^  Major  Ackland 
with  wbose  laniily  I  vv«ui  on  an  inticnate  footing,  spoke 
in  mo  with  some  solicitude  on  the  subject  of  the  relalia- 
tion  threatened  by  Congress,  for  Ibe  IU  tiwiteneat  of  Co- 
^  '  'looel  fitlym  All#ii|  be  bad  made  arrangemenla  to  Uidf 
HarriflC^a  oecauehenMt  in  that  placa»  but  bflcane  vneasf 
lest  the  threat  ahaald  be  carried  into  effbctf  and  he  ba  at- 
lected  as  the  object.  He  asked  my  opinion  as  a  Triend, 
^vhctlicr  it  won  hi  be  most  advisable  to  remain  where  he 
w^,  or  to  obtain  leave  to  i-emovc  on  his  parole  to  New 
York.  I  did  not  hesitate  to  i^ecotDinend  the  latter,  be- 
cause by  being  near  the  commander  of  his  army,  be  might 
be  able  to  accelerate  hia  exchansSf  and  bj  being  oat  of 
a^bty  should  retaliatbn  take  place*  he  might  bo  over«- 
lookcd.  He  then  inquired  how  he  could  eflTect  this  pur- 
pose ;  and  I  offered  him  my  assistance,  on  condition  he 
Would  make  me  a  pledge :  be  promised  every  thing  in 
*  his  power,  and  I  advised  him  to  propose  to  General 
Gates,  tiiat  if  be  would  parole  iiim,  he  should  exert  bia 
utmost  influence  to  procure  Colonel  AHeo's  exchangei 
and  that*  in  case  he  did  not  succeed^  then  he  would  nso 
his  exertions  to  procure  the  eichange  lit  mj  &Uow  states* 
man  and  friend.  Major  Otho  Williams,  with  whom  I  had 
served  at  Cambridge^  when  he  wits  a  subaltern  in  the  rifle 
compatiy  oC  Captain  Price,  and  who  was  sufiering  se- 
verely in  captivity  at  the  time,  having  been  wounded  and 
made  prisoner  at  Fort  Washington  in  177S*  Major  Ack- 
land entered  Into  this  stipulation*  and  gave  me  his  honour 
for  the  perf<irmanoe.  His  application  to  Gener^  Gates 
succeeded,  and  he  removed  with  his  precious  charge  to 
New  York.  I  wrote  Major  Williams  by  him,  and  on  his 
arrival  there,  finding  tlie  Major  was  confined  on  Long 
Island,  Major  Ackland  procured  permission  for  him  to 
visit  the  city,  ami  accompanied  it  with  an  invitation  to 
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his  honsc,  introdiircd  him  to  Lady  Harriet,  distin.e^uish-  cHAf/ 
cd  him  by  Ihc  m«»st  genemus  and  friendly  attentions,  and 
linallf  procured  his  exrhan.eje,  not  being  able  to  succeed  ^ 
in  that  of  Cohmol  Allen.  Arkland  took  great  interest  in       ...  • 
liHtening  to  Major  Williams's  recital  of  his  snfierings, 
and  those  of  the  American  prisonei*s,  which  frequently 
brought  tears  from  Lady  Harriet.    Major  Ackland's  , 
connexions,  fortune,  and  parliamentary  standing,  being 
a  member  of  the  House  of  Commons,  licensed  him  in  the 
fi*ee  expression  of  his  sentiments;  and  one  day  on  'Change, 
when  the  treatment  of  the  American  prisoners  became  a 
topic  of  conversation,  after  expressing  his  abhorrence,  he 
observed,  **  BnU  gentlemen^  ifihnmnmhj  oripmtcs  at  head 
^larterSf  and  you  all  fiAlow  the  fashion,**    On  another  oc- 
casion, after  dining  with  Lady  Harriet,  he  proposed  to  * 
Major  Williams  a  visit  to  an  assembly  ;  tliey  entered, 
and  the  attention  of  the  belles  and  beaux  could  not  but  be 
attracted  by  two  such  elegant  figures  as  Ackland  and 
Williams;  but  the  rancour  of  civil  animosity  prevailed 
over  the  obligations  of  good  breeding,  and  Williams  waS 
shunned  like  a  pestilence.    Ackland  made  his  introduc- 
tion general,  but  without  effect ;  and  after  sauntering 
aci*oss  the  room  several  times,  "  Come,  W^illiarus,"  said 
be,     this  society  is  too  illiberal  for  you  and  mc  ;  let  us 
go  home,  and  sup  with  Lady  Harriet." 

But  unfortunate  was  the  destiny  of  this  gallant,  gene- 
rous, high  minded  gentleman;  and  it  cannot  be  listened 
to  by  an  American  without  deep  regret,  when  it  is  known 
he  gave  his  life  in  defence  of  their  honour.  I  have  the 
following  detail  from  an  English  gentleman  in  whom  I 
place  confidence; — Ackland,  after  his  return  to  England, 
procured  a  regiment,  and  at  a  dinner  of  military  men, 
where  the  courage  of  the  Americans  was  made  a  ques- 
tion, took  the  negative  side  with  his  usual  decision;  he 
was  opposed,  warmth  ensued,  and  he  gave  the  lie  direct 
to  a  Lieutenant  Lloyd,  fought  him,  and  was  shot  through 
the  head.  Lady  Harriet  lost  her  senses,  and  continued  • 
•  deranged  two  years ;  after  which,  I  have  been  informed. 
VOL.  L  3  B 
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CHAP.        married  Mr.  Bnidenell,  wlm  nc  i nmpanied  her  from 
^    General  Durgoyne's  carBp»  when  she  sought  iier  wouiM- 
ed  husband  on  the  Hudson's  river.  , 
GlteVap.  Congms  Ina  new  modelled  the  iioard  of  wnr»  mul 

pointed    on  the  27th  of  November;  ai^inted  Genertl  Gates  to 
onhe^^  preside*  at  tt|  in  eonseqnence  of  whkh,  he  npaM  to 
bowdof   the  seat  of  the  Con)^re89#  at  Tork-town  in  PenneylTaniat 
and  entered  oii  the  runctions  of  Uie  office.    But  bctorc  he 
left  Albany*  lie  gave  me  instructions  to  visit,  inspect,  and 
muster  the  garrison  of  Fort  Schuyler.   Not  long  alter 
Ganerai  Gatesfa  departare»  a  report  reached  me>  that 
Congress  had  prohibited  the  embarkation  of  the  troops 
included  in  General  ,Bargoyne*S  convention.  Although 
an  humble  agent  In  that  transaction,  I  felt  myself  deeply 
•  interested  in  the  iuitilment  ol  the  cuiitract,  and  could  but 


•  •^Tvtk'inm,  JV^Ma«rS8rA,  1777. 

•Sir,, 

My  Iwt  trouble  was  d*ted  S3d  instant,  and  oonveyed  by  bvoitr  . 
Mr.  Pierce.  B)r  tbtt  present  pleaw  to  be  iafofiBed»  that  Congreaa 
lately  entered  into  veeoletiona  ibr  ettabtlibing  a  bond  of  war,  to  oear 
aiat  of  five  commiaaioneia*  not  membera  of  the  bouse ;  and  I  have  re^- 
eeived  eapreaa  orden  to  notify  Co  you.  Sir,  you  have  been  clteted  a 
commisaloner,  and  by  the  unantmous  voice  of  Congressi  appointed 
president  of  the  board;  a  circemstance  strongly  expressive  of  the 
hi^b  tense  which  Congress  entertains  of  your  abilities^  snd  psculiar 
fitneas  to  dischai^  the  duties  of  that  important  office,  upon  the  right 
execution  of  which  the  safety  and  interesi  of  the  United  States  emi- 
ficntly  depend.  I  am  farther  to  accjuaint  you,  it  is  the  determination 
'  of  Congress,  not  doubting  of  your  concurrence,  to  continue  }onr  rank 
in  the  army,  and  not  to  confine  you  to  the  board  when  your  presence 
knd  command  in  the  held  shali  be  judged  more  essential ;  and  it  is 
likewiiic  giiren  roe  in  charge,  to  iniii»Ate  that  your  aucndance  upon 
Congress  in  order  to  enter  upon  business  at  the  board  of  war,  as  early 
as  you  can  with  convenience,  is  earnestly  desired. 

Permit  me  Sir  the  honour  of  wbbing  you  a  good  journey,  and  of 
sspeating  tfaatlam* 

With  very  grrat  respect  tad  esteem, 
"  Your  most  obedient  and  bumble  servant^ 
'•HENRY  LAUBBK8,iWl.V*CbfVrNSb 
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graumd  of  ^/feflTf"  mimtJ^  tto  i«pNsaBlatlT|»»or  «  flwe 
people;  and  I  woult)  havvfiivglil over  tht campaign  again,  ^^^^ 
sooner  than  suffer  the  national  honour  to  %m  tamishetf. 
in  this  state  of  mind,  1  addi-esscU  the  following  letter  to 
General  Gates*  whoso  honour  1  cunsidercd  solemnly 
pMged  for  the  litlfilmeut  uf  the  convention,  under  wbioii 
the  British  army*  inMli^g  t»  tba  public  ta^th,  had  8Vi> 
vtedmd  thoir  ama. 


**Mmi$i  Jamuiry  istb,  ±777. 

**  Mjr  dear  8ir> 

is  reporiad  hare,  that  CoiKgrcss  hava  prokiMM 
Qeneral  Bttfuojne^a  flaibaricalioii  imtil  theimvoDtiaa  ia 
Tatifiad  bjr  hia  aovareign* '  1  am  equallj  haK  aad  alam- 
ad  by  tbia  informatloiiy  fiir  I  oonakder  Ibeir  cMeatioB  ia> 

admiHsibie  in  the  spirit  of  the  treaty.  I  tear  a  tiuio* 
roas  circums])cctian  has  sullied  our  reputation,  and  in- 
jured our  cause.  Tlic  ulternative,  on  Lieiieral  lJurgoyne's 
Mbarkation,  must  have  been  his  landing  in  Great  Brl- 
laiit»  or  Tiolattag  thatreaty.  Thaeonaaqaaacea  ia  eidier 
caaa  would  faava  baan  mura  ynpoftaat  to  aa»  tbaA  aajr 
thing  wbkh  caft  mraa  bappta.  ffia  arriVai  ia:BritiUi 
would  liave  more  etibetnaily  sthrred  up  commotioaa  and 
njaniltstcd  our  prowcsH,  than  all  the  c:i,aggerated  papier 
representations  which  have  been  or  can  be  exhibited  ;  and 
I  believe  it  will  he  every  wheiti  acknowledged,  that  so 
palpable  a  broach  of  tba  pabUc  liidtb»  lAal  basis  «f  no- 
tiomdtnmqmm$9f  a»  a  viofatkm  of  a  cottfoirtloii,  wwM 
Iwre  drawn  upon  the  natkm  the  jaal  odiiim  4»i  all  Europe, 
and  have  imiltij)lit;d  our  advocates  pmportionably.  The 
most  celchi  att'd  writers  on  the  laws  of  nature  and  of  na* 
tions,  hold  that  **  in  all  contests  disputed  by  anus,  whe- 
ther seditions,  inaurroctloaSf  or  rehellionsy  tha  public 
faith  and  tha  forma  of  war  are  to  be  held  inviolaUef  else 
how  can  an  accoMiadatla«em)ab0pUGe^  wltboat  the 
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CHAP,  total  extinction  of  one  party Tb«y  farther  say,  thai 
^     w}if n  an  ariBj  is  invested^  and  all  communication  witli 

^^^^  its  sovereign  ctit  ofT,  tbal  very  r ircum^tance  confers  on 
jIIiq  COHiaiiiirr  tht  AUlliority  of  the  suust  and  whatever 
Jib  eavimi  lo*  itfrmhte  io  the  dittiea  connUM  (o  hii 
.  M«»  b  proMMl  is  lha  im»  and  hjr  tha  antMtj  of 
l»8  aovmign,  who  ia  fully  abll^eil  to  |Mrfam  it^  ■«  if 
he  had  promised  it  in  his  own  person ;  and  that  every 
commander  of  an  army  has  a  power  of  agreeint;  to  the 
conditions  on  which  tfie  enemy  admits  his  surrender ;  the 
eogageoients  entered  into  hy  him  to  save  his  life  or  lua 
liheri/»  with  that  of  ^ii  Ben»  are  valid»  aa  made  wUhiii 
the  Umita  of  hia  powerSf  and  hia  tofereigii  cannot  arnial 
tba»*  These  ^nventiona  have  their  llaiitB»  which  con*  * 
«  aiat  in  not  prefudicifig  the  rights  of  the  sovereign  over 
his  subjects; — thus  an  enemy  may  require  from  prison- 
ers, in  consideration  of  their  release,  thai  thty  shall  not 
carry  arms  against  him  during  the  war»  having  a  right 
4a  keef  tbM  prioonera  tiii  than*  i  ooacntve  the  liea  hjr. 
which  the  ooavoptioniata  wei^  hound  an  dlaiolted>  and 
iriMttid  the  king  of  Qmft  Britoin  rnlify  the  ccMMPentanai 
which  ia  hoth  hia  Intaraal  and  dut/f  I  fed  they  cannot  by 
any  suhsequent  act  bo  restrained  from  hearing  arms ;  and 
I  make  no  doubt  of  their  acting  a^^ainst  u<i  next  campaign. 
I  set  out  this  day  for  Fort  Stan  wiXt  <^"d  iiope  on  my  return 
to  hear  from  you«  The  artillcfj  nnd.storea  have  \mm  in 
n^n  far  their  dentinnlios  iOM  lima.  JNnmhan  Jmvn 
daitrtgd  Ihom  the  garrison  since  joordepnrtore :  n  want 
of  clothing  is  tlie  ostensihie  oaose  of  this  conduct.  The 
commander  wants  slimiilants,  for  I  assure  vou  the  reins 
of  government  are  so  relaxed,  as  to  indure  a — no  sort  of 
4iscipline.  As  this  department  is  in  a  feehia^.ahsMened 
condition,  I  thinly  it  indispensable  that  the  fmsnn  wte^ 
<y>»nnds  nasi  aeaaan^  shnnhi  bo  nc^iainled  with  tho 
rtsourcaa  and  tho  ^graphy  of  lhe  oonnlrjr,  Mhro  tho 
cnoipaign  opens  ■  hence  tho  noeassUj  of  hia  early  aftr 

•  .  f  YftUd,  c  xii.  1 162. 164. 
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«i  jo«  ai^  snrtMMMli  wilh  fkMdom^  vhicb  I  always  aad  ^J!^L, 
ayer  aiall  phacrre  tmti!  i^mhlMIHL 

<M  i  aoi  your  abligeil  ft  iciMl  and  ready  mry*ti 

I  atl  oaft  Unp  FarC  fkkmfkr  a  Imr  ttom  aftsr  writiag  Sfts  out 
IMi  Mar,  accanpaaiad  bj  my  reapactad  fttaid  and  caa-  ^'i.^^;^^ 
tiaifiorary  Doctor  THIoaMni  af  Rkiaebaelu  Tba  ileigb-f 

ing  was  excel terit*  and  wc  made  an  interestinf^«thoi)gli  cold 
journey.    We  visited  Jolinsrtn  liaii,  the  mansion  of  its 
celebrated  founder  Sir  William»  the  Mohawk  Castle,  the 
bamble  dwelling  of  General  HarkiaMTf  tba  Oriaka  Village  vis  th« 
U  atOctt  tern  Fart  8cbaylarf  and  paitad  at cr  Herfci-  ^-^^^^^ 
■lar'a  iddaf  batiK  Wa  repoaed  a  day  or  two  at  Iba 
Ibtiy  aad  wbiie  tba  raila  af  aiaator  and  inipacffoB,  wara  * 
under  preparation,  we  visited  the  Oneida  Caatle,  where  I 
first  witnessed  the  Villa,^  arui  war  dances  of  the  Abori- 
gines.   We  spent  a  niglit  with  these  well  bred  Indian.*?, 
ladgiaf  ia  the  house  of  the  worthy  and  respectable  aiia- 
aiatiaryf  the  Rev*  Mr*  KlrU«ad»  aad  tabing  laava  af 
tbanit  tba  next  moraiag  ratamed  to  Fort  Scb^yler;  aad 
bafviaf  OMMtarad  and  Inspectad  tba  troopa^  wa  tamad  Retomt  to 
aboat  for  Albany. 

At  tliat  period,  and  it  is  oiil^  tiiirty-eight  years  since,  improve- 
the  most  western  setllements  of  the  state  of  New  York,  «^«ntin 
were  limited  to  the  Gerauui  flats,  from  whence  we  now  rm  p^rtt 
babold  theai  poshed  forward  baadreda  aC  aubai  to  tba ^^"^ 
araH  bOcaa,  aad  tba  8t.Lawiwaea|  faapervteaa  fotaala''''^ 
tba  aboda  af  wild  baaatat  being  tranafbiaNd  iato  fiaUa 
aad  BieadowB ;  and  tba  baoMa  of  aavageat  oocapied  by 
the  neat  cottage  ur  splendid  edifice,  by  towns,  villages 
and  manufactories  of  almost  every  species.    Happy  peo-  AppciU  t» 
pie !  shew  youraeives  worthy  of  tliese  divine  benedictions, 
by  incnlcating  awa^  fraotpte  aad  aeligioaa  dutiea  iaia 
tbabaadaapid  bearlaof  tbariaiofSaoeratiaBiabawyoarp 
adraa  worthy  of  tba  political  bkMiaga*  derived  fWm  tba 
tail  and  the  blood  of  youc  aocestore ;  by  reforming  the 
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IX. 


CQodoct  ef  your  public  •gm/lBp  mad  bringing  them  back 
to  AiOMeof  their  duty^as  siryoHewpityii  awl  paid  by 

joVf  to  conaiilt  the  ioKarali  of  tbeooMiviiily»  and  aot  te 
promote  their  own  eelAah  pnj^  i  ^  reaolve  to  per- 

petaate  the  republic  by  correcting  the  misapplication  of 
your  money;  ilissipated  en  foreign  missions;  on  miiitiplicU 
ofiiccs  iind  olticLTs ;  on  inrreasLtl  salaries  and  in  number- 
less devices,  art! ally  contrived  to  extend  the  patronage^ 
and  increaaa  the  inflaenoe  of  the  esecatiTe  $  «hich»  If  not 
aeaaonaUy  checked^  wil  awallow  up  the  ot-ordinate 
branches  of  the  ooiMfitutfaOf  aad  convert  the  gavermnent 
mt  the  people,  to  tbt^mNi  of  the  elect,  aa  has  happened  m 

all  other  cuutitrii'S, 

On  mv  return  to  Albany,  I  found  a  letter  from  the 
President  of  Congress,  advising  ine  that  I  had  been  ap» 
pointed*  aecretary  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance  bf 
that  bononrahlo  body,  whk^h  I  aaawered  on  the  Sd  of  Fe- 
broary,  and  the  next  day  I  rooeived  a  amt  «ktffaordinary 
letter  fnwn  Lord  Sterling,  to  which  I  made  an  fimmedhite 
answer;  the  ]tiiblr(  ation  of  these  letters  I  deem  essential 
to  the  vindication  of  my  character,  against  the firU  assaa- 
ain'fi  blow^  which  was  aitted  at  it* 


Letters 

from  and 
to  Lord 
Sccrling. 


VaUtifFlsrge  Camp,  Jmu  1X79* 

M  Dear  Sir, 

**  When  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  yon  at  Reading  it 
was  mentioned^  that  in  a  letter  ft'om  General  Conway  to 
(Teneral  Gates  the  rollnw  in^;  words,  viz.  Ueaveu  surely 
is  determined  to  save  the  American  cause,  or  a  weak  Go* 
nerai  and  bad  ooancila  had  long  aince  lost4t^  or  mrd^  to 
Mot  It  wan  aftenrarda.  It  aeenASf  friqmiilf  men- 
Itoned  in  eampf  and  Conway  charged  with  having  wrote 
tliem.  After  yon  had  lately  lieen  In  caiiip,  he  says,  thai 
he  inquired  of  yon  uliether  you  had  seen  the  letter  he 
wrote  to  General  Gates,  that  you  said  you  had,  and  that 
you  had  declared  in  presence  of  several,  that  there 
waa  BO  aoch  words  or  a^y  words  to  that  effect  m  the  let* 


*  See  toanuilft  ef^^grsis^Jia*  1^  1378. 
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Ufk  I  wtt  imtmlhtiM  it  to  taipoMiNe  yon  oooM  Innre  chap. 
BUide  anjMcii  dedantismlMitM  witt  give  greit  saliifiM:-  w^^.^^ 
tion  to  tniiny  of  you  friends     know  whether  Conway 

made  sucli  inquiry,  and  what  was  your  answer;  tljcy 
would  also  bp  e^lad  to  know,  what  are  the  words  of  fht 
Utter,  and  I  shmUd  be  ver^  much  obliged  to  you  Jor  a  copy 
of  thai  part  of  it* 

M I      dear  8ii>  ^ 
•    Tow  iMBt  oMientf 

«  And  hnmMe  mmokU 
«  STERLING. 

"  Brigadier.-general  ff  'Ukinson.^ 

«« Many,  Fik  ^  1779* 

My  Lord»  . 

.  M  Tour  letter  of  the  6tb  Jcnoary  I  have  jost  reoetfidi 
and  eeat  myntW  to  antwer  the  {larticQlars. 

« I  perfectly  remember  spendiniaj  a  social  day  with 
your  Lordship  at  Reading  (in  family),  in  the  coui-se  o€ 
which  the  conversation  became  general,  unreserved  and 
copiottfly  the  tenor  of  yoor  Lordship**;  discourse  an&  tho 
nature  onr  altvation  made  it  oonfidentiaL  I  cannot 
therefore  recapitnlate  |iarticnlar8»  or  chaiigo  my  menory 
with  the  dreumatance  yon  mention  $  bitt»  my  Lord,  I  dto- 
daio  low  craft,  subtlety,  or  eTasion,  and  will  acknow- 
ledge it  is  possible  in  the  warmth  of  social  intcrcoiirs«, 
when  the  mind  is  relaxed  and  tiie  heart  is  unguardedf 
that  obeerratians  may  have  elapsed  which  have  not  since 
occarred  to  me.  .  On  my  lale  arrival  in  camp  Brtgadier- 
genonU  Conway  informed  mo  that  ho  had  heen  charged 
hy  General  Washington^  with  writing  a  letter. to  Major- 
general  Gates  which  reflected  on  the  General  and  the 
army.  The  particula}*8  of  this  charge,  which  Brie^adier- 
general  Conway  then  repeated,  I  cannot  now  recollect,  I 
iiad  read  tho  letter  alluded  to,  I  did  not  consider  the  infor* 
mation  conToyed  in  his  oxceHoncy'o  letter,  as  exprased 
hy  Brigadier*general  Conway,  to  lio  literal,  and  weH  re- 
member replying  to  that  efl'ert  in  dubious  terms ;  I  had 
no  iaducemeut  to  stain  my  veracity,  were  I  ever  so  prone 
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Learai 
Albany 

and  pro- 

reeds  to 

and  Lan- 
caster. 
Aacer- 
tMOS  that 
Oenerftl 
Gates  Itad 
danounced 
bin. 


to  that  inlamous  vice,  as  Brigadier- j^neral  Conway  is* 
formed  me  he  had  justiBed  the  charge. 

<*I  can  scarce  cndit  mj  seiiM%  wfien  I  read  tbe  ftn^ 
(^pb  in  wbkii  fan  reqiMat  w  estnct  fron  a  yrivito 
letter*  which  had  hXkn  und^  my  t^kmrvMrnu  I  wm§ 
hint  ht€%  tUdUKfWtf  mif  Lord,  klikeMUund  lam  utiMih 
hoTumrabU* 

I  am,  my  Lord, 

Yoar  obedient  humble  servant, 
JAMES  WlULUiSON. 
^     Mijcr'geiitral  Mard  SkrUmg.*' 

This  oammiiiiioatioii  of  Lord  SterHog*  as  weil  aane* 
01017  iorvea  bw»  was  Cfae-fint  intiaiatioa  1  had  raeaivadf  of 
my  being  implicated  in  the  disclosure  of  Conway's  hUar  ta 

GUsneral  Washington ;  it  filled  me  with  pain  and  indigna- 
tion,  and  my  answer  to  his  Lordiliip's,  was  written  in 
concert  with  a  friend  and  contemporary*  James  Cragte 
asq.  then  apothecary -.ereneral  to  the  aorthera  departiatiatt 
and  since  a  nsident  of  Caaihridge  near  BosImi*  and  was 
carefully  deposited  In  the  post  aOcst.  Althos^  aaooa- 
scious  of  bsTing  spoken  to  Lord  Sterling  0$  Conway's 
Itilter,  1  knew  it  was  pimible,  because  I  hail  seen  that 
letter,  and  had  heard  it  spi)ken  of,  in  company  at  Easton* 
as  a  matter  of  notoriety;  and  tlierefurei£ranlsJy  acknow* 
lodged  the  possibility  of  a  clrcumstaiioa*  which  i  oaald 
aetther  rsoolkct*  nor  admlti  k  waa  dna  la  candaart  and' 
i  paid  tha  dsbt»  llttla  saspscting  the  ajBtcMt  sf  Lstd  9^ 
Ing's  dishonoaraUs  eondnct  at  tha  tiiaa. 

I  left  Albany  the  i£lh  or  15th  February,  and  with  led 
horses  travelled  as  far  as  Reading  in  a  sletgli,  where  I 
mounted  and  reached  Lancaster  the  £lNt.  On  oiy  arrival 
at  that  place*  certain  reparts*  which  I  had  heard  indis- 
tinctly in  Raadtngt  wars  canflnnsd  hy  ssvaral  oHosta  of 
my  acqaaiatanosv  that  Gr nersi  Gatss  had  denouiiosd  sm^ 
as  the  betrayer  of  Conway's  letter*  and  spoke  of  me  in 
the  grossest  language. 

I  was  Bhocked  by  this  information ;  I  had  sacrificed  my 
Isasal  rank  at  General  Gates's  request*  1  had  snrvad  bim 
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Irith  Ml  Mnd'ffdtiitjrt  of  wMbh  lie  pwtiiimii  the  itronpp-  chap. 
Mt  eWdlHire,  ami  wiw  rrady  In  lni?e  laid  down  my  life  }\ 

for  liiui ;  >cL  ia'  had  roiulrmneil  nio  tiiiheard  for  au  art  of  ^  '''^ 
whic  h  I  was  prrfet  tly  inn«u  t  nU  an  i  ;i!;aijist  which  every 
teriiiig  of  my  Roul  revolted  with  horror.  The  f]istiinc« 
bi^tween  us  waa  inUDense:  he,  m\  old  rnajor-qciiernU  wlw 
had  home  a  coram jaaion  in  Braddock's  defeat*  tho  con- 
queror of  a  whola^ritiBh  army»  composed  of  chosen 
trmips,  and  commaild«d  hy  a  distinguighed  general*  bad 
been  rec  ently  selorled  for  tlip  Iiead  of  the  war  department, 
by  tho  uiiaiiimoiis  vote  oi  CuUi^t  iSs;  and  was  stipportcd 
by  .1  powerful  fartiun  in  that  ho<!y,rvm  against  th*'  ( r»nj- 
niaiidrr  in  (  hief ;  i*  a  boy  of  twenty,  without  expeHeacef 
without  patronage*  without  political  friends  of  congres- 
sional influence*  whose  character  remained  to  be  esta- 
blished; the  odds  was  indeed  great;  yet*  altbottgh  my  feel- 
ni|[2;s  and  aflTertions  were  outragei),  my  resolution  was  not 
appalird,  I  reniemhrred  the  injnnrti<jns  of  a  dyin.er  fatlu  i . 
I  woi'shippri!  lifiTniHr  a«?  ihr  jewel  of  riis  s<it)l,  an'l  dal  nut 
pause  tbi*  the  course  to  bi!  ptu'sued ;  but  I  owed  it  to  dia«- 
parity  of  years  and  ranis*  to  former  connexion*  and  tho 
aflTertions  of  my  own  breast*  to  drain  the  cop  of  concilia- 
tion* and  seek  an  explanation*  which  I  believed  the  expo- 
sition  of  my  correspondence  with  Lord  Sterling  wovM  Corrai. 
pmdurc,  as  it  ouejht  to  have  done ;  because  it  acquitted 
fuc  ol"  sitiisu  r  ihU litiiHt,  iiiid  .sLamprd  tite  report  of  liU  Stcrlnu 
Lordship  to  Grt-neral  Waflhin.^ton,  v\illi  palpable  false- 
hood. 1  halted  on  tho  and  tranamitted  to  General 
Gates  the  following  letter^  my  servant,  to  which  1  re- 
ceived the  cruel  and  in6uMi%  iuiswer  which  b  annexed. 


MZoMOsterj       22d*  1778* 

Sip, 

When  you  reflect  on  the  length  and  zeal  of  my  attach-  to 
ment  to  your  interest*  when  you  ^didly  weigh  my  atea-  StoijlriM 
dy  determined  exertions  for  yoor  emolumenlf  and  coolly  aatwer. 
consider  the  duumcler  1  have  ever  susteined^  yon  mnst  lKft> 


alludedto. 
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CHAP,  iony  Ibr  thi         yov  Im  •ffwvi  ntpttBiktvu 
What  nolivet  Sir*  eoM  Mm  nep  to  injiira  job  «r 
correspondent.  He»  a  stranger  of  wtKMn  l  entertained  fa* 

%*oiirablc  sentiments — you,  my  boastH  patron,  friend  and 
benefartor,  whose  cause  I  have  uniformly  asserted  and 
firinl/  maintained  i  but*  Sir»  in  spite  of  every  considera- 
tion, you  lum  woimded  my  honour,  and  must  Mako  ac-^ 
kaowlodgmati  or  satisfaction  for  the  iajtiry* 

In  considoratkm  of  oar  past  connexion^  I  descead  to 
that  explanation  with  yooy  wkleh  I  shoidd  have  denied 
any  other  man.   The  inclosed  letters  unmaiik  the  villain  . 
and  evince  my  Innocence.    My  Lord  shall -bleed  for  his 
conductf  but  it  is  proper  I  first  see  yoa. 

**  I  anif  iMth  rcapec^ 

«  Yoor  most  hnmble  senrant^ 
«  J  AM  Jib  WlLlO^bON* 

Sir, 

«  The  foUowf  iq^  oxtrart  of  %  letter  fraai  Qaneral  Wash- 

.  f  ngton  to  me  will  abear  liow  yonr'lHinour  lias  been  called 

fin  question,  wbich  Is  all  the  explanation  neccssar}'  upon 
that  matter,  any  other  satisfaction  you  may  (  onniKind. 

«<  *  I  am  to  inform  you  then  that  Colonei  \V  likinson  in 
his  way  to  Congress,  in  the  month  of  October  last,  fell  in 
irtth  Itford  Sterling  at  fteadiogt  and  not  in  confidcnca 
tliat  I  ever  understood,  infonaed  liia  aid^«camp^  Mqjor 
M<William8  that  General  Conway  had  written  thoa  to 
you,  «<  Heaven  has  been  determined  to  save  your  country, 
or  a^eak  General  and  bad  (  uunsillors  would  have  ruin- 
ed it."  Lord  Sterlins^  from  motives  of  friendship  trans* 
mitted  the  account  with  this  remark,  «the  inclosed  was 
commnnlcated  by  Colonel  WItkinaon  to  M<WII* 
Hanu/*  aocb  daplldtj  of  conduct,  1  ahall  alwaya  think  it 
nqr  dnty  to  detect' 
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After  reading  lk»  wkdle  of  the  above  extvaet»  I  am  gRaP. 
•itmMiad  if  ywi  imU jr  ftM  M^M^WiUiaiM  aiicliiii-  ^ 
fij^rmatfoii  how  yon  oaald  uUttooli  to      that  it  was  jnw*  T^^^"^ 
dNe  Cohmcl  Trt>up  had  emo^md  with  Colonel  Hanlt* 
ton  upon  the  subject  of  General  Conway*a  letter. 

•«  I  am,  BiVp 

M  Toor  hnUa  «orfaiit» 

HORATIO  BMfVEB. 

^    M  Brigadier-gmmwl  WIMmmJ^ 

I  iaimeilialely  proceeded  to  York-town,  where  I  pur-  Wilkinton 
posely  ariived  in  the  twilight^  to  escape  observation  j 
there  I  found  my  early  companion  and  friend  Captain  stoddert 
Stodderty*  recounted  my  wrongs  to  himt  ai^l  requested    ""^  ^ 


htm  to  hear  a  meaMge  to  General  Gates»  whose  mmil^  XSm  * 
proflhr  of  any  aaiisJ(uH(m  I  wd^  fCfStr^  removed  tho  yt 
diffieolttes  which  might  otherwise  hare  attended  the  ap* 

plication  ;  he  peremptorily  rcftjsed  me,  rcmon^rated 
against  my  Intention,  and  assured  me  I  was  rmniin^^ 
headlong  to. destruction^  hut  ruin  had  no  terrors  Tor  an 
ardent  yonn^  man,  who  priced  Jiis  lionour  a  thousand 
fold  mofe  than  hia  llfcb  and^who  was  willing  to  hasard 
his  eternal  happiness  in  ils  dofsMV  Pardon  me  higii 
Heaven  ?  in  pity  to  the  Ihdides  of  my  nature.  Pardon 
me  divine  Author  of  my  being!  fbr yielding  to  the  tyran- 
ny of  fashion,  the  despotic  prescriptioiia  ol  honour,  when 
1  sought,  by  iilicit  means,  to  vindicate  the  dignity  of  Urn 
creature,  whom  tliou  haat  formed  after  thine  own  like- 
ness; Ibr  tho  first  time  in  our  lives  we  parted  in  displea- 
sore,  ami  I  accidentally  mot  withliieutenant-colonol  Bur- 


geas  Ball  of  tlis  Tirginia  line»  whole  spirit  was  m  inde- 


on  Cotod^ 


to 


pendent  as  his  fortune,  and  he  willingly  became  my 
friend ;  by  him  1  addressed  the  following  note  to  General  I^^qImISi 
Gates,  whiclt  I  find  without  date^  tilougli  it  was  delivered  Gaiet. 
the  same  oveoingp  (the  23d). 

*  Since  Secietaiy  of  the  Navy. 
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IX  I 
Mgf'^^^^     «I  have  flisrliarged  my  duty  to  you  and  to  my  cou- 
•cience;  meet  nir  to-motTov\  morning  bcliind  tli«>  hn.i^lish 
cburrh/  and  I  will  there  stipulate  the  8ati8f<if:.tioo  ^hich. 
jon  have  promifled  to  grant. 

«<Iaih; 

"'«•  Yoiir  most  humbli^  serf  ant, 
'  f  O  '  .  « JAMES  WlLklNSON. 

General  Gates/' 

The  general  expression  of  this  biUet*  was  calrulatrd  to 
prevent  unfair  ail  vantages*  for,  although  General  Gates 
*  -    had  proqniscd  me  aatisfartiont  1  determined  to  avoid  un- 

j,  necessary  exposition;  and  thereffu*e  Colonel  Ball  wss  In- 
tfttei^ti9-3tructed  to  ad  just  linu,  and  t  ircumstanros ;  the  Genrra! 
th»tgen-  receivtHl  luin  with  ( oiupIaiSHiuH'^  and  made  no  uiitiruiiy 
tlcQWk.  /  ahout  aiTangi'mcnts,  wo  were  t(»  meet  at,  8  oVlock  with 
. .  /  '  pistols  and  without  distance*  We  arose  early  tlie  next 
•riiorfiinjg^,  had  put  our  arms  in  onler,  and  was  just  about 
8t^ddl"t  i*^P^ir  W  th€$  j^roiind/when  Captain  ^oddert  called 
•rrivei     on  me,  and  informed  roe  G<>neral  Gates  desired  to  speak 

fton  Ge-  jffiilx  mp,  l  expressed  mv  Jistonishinnit.  and  obsi'i'\t'd  it 
ncrai  * 

Gates,  re-  was  •»  impossible  J"  He  n  pli/d,  willi  nmch  a|;;itatioji,  lor 
questing   Go^'s  sake  be  U'lt  always  a  fool,  come  almiij  ami  sci;  Jiim." 
viMTtf  *   Struck  with  the  manner  of  my  friend,  1  inquired  where 
the  General  was?  He  answered,     in  the  stfeet  near  the 
door;*'   The  surprise  robbed  me  of  cirrumspection,  I  re- 
quested Colonel  Ball  to  halt,  and  followed  Captain  Stod- 
dert;  I  found  General  Gates  unarmed  and  alone,  arid  was 
received  with  tendn  ncss,  but  manifest  euibiirrassincnt ; 
lie  asked  mc  to  walk,  turned  into  a  back  stet  ot  and  we 
,  proceeded  in  silence  till  we  passed  the  buildiiij^s,  w  hen  he 
burst  into  tears,  took  me  by  the  hand,  and  asked  me^ 
GMcni      how  I  could  think  he  wished  to  Injure  m^ll^  I  was  too 
cxpiimL  .  deeply  afiectcd  to  spcals,'and  he  relieved  my  embarrass- 
ment  bycontinuins^,  "/injure you, it  is  impossible,  I  should 
as  soon  thiuk  ui  uijuntii^  my  own  ciiUd."  This  iau|;ua£0 
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not  only  disaiwd  me  but  awaki  nrtl  all  my  ronfiilencc,  CHAP.* 
and  all  my  tenderness;  1  was  siknl,  anti  he  added,  ♦•be- 
Bides  there  was  no  cause  for  injuring  you,  as  iJon\va\  ac- 
knowledged his  letter,  and  has  since  said  much  harder^ 
things  tn  Washington's  face."  Such  language  left,  me  no- 
thing to  require,  it  was  satisfactory  beyond  expectation, 
and  rtMidered  me  more  than  content,  I  was  Battered  and 
pleased,  and  if  a  third  person,  had  doubted  the  sincrrity 
of  the  explanation,  I  would  ha\e  insulted  him;  a  lont;  It  is  set. 
conversation  ensued,  in  which  Lord  Sterling's  con^'uct  wjklnson 
was  canvassed,  and  my  purpJise  respecting  him  made       'ti  ui- 

•    •   ■     I      t  t  M  ■  tend  the 

known,  and  it  was  settled  1  should  attend  at  the  war  ^iir  ofHce 
office,  in  my  capacity  of  secretao  a  few  davs,  and  then 

'  _^  ',,_*,_       ,  leavf  of 

liave  leave  to  visit  the  camp  at  V  alley  rorge,  wht  re  Lord  absence. 
Sterling  was  quartered. 

I  attended  at  the  war  office,  and  I  think  fountl  there,  f:o(>ine8i-> 
the  honourable  Judge  Peters  and  C'ol«»in  l  T.      krimg,  ^^^J'*^" 


but  my  reception  from  the  President,  Geneinl  Gales,  <tid  * 
not  correspond  with  his  recent  professions,  he  was  ci%  il, 
but  barely  so,  and  I  was  at  a  loss  t^i  account  lor  his  cold- 
ness, yet  had  no  suspicion  of  his  insincerity.    After  the  W-lkinson 
laiwe  of  a  few  days,  1  set  out  tor  llie  Valley  Forge,  and  lor  ytucy 
at  Lancaster  fell  in  with  Doctor  Craik,  the  associate  f»f  t'orgc. 
Colonel  Washingt(»n  in  the  war  of  1756,  and  now  the 
most  confidential  friend  of  the  conimamler  in  chief.  I 
liad  been  intimate  with  him  several  years,  and  we  com- 
municated freely  on  army  affairs ;  1  learned  from  him,  Remon- 

strincc  of 

that  the  briga*liers  of  the  army  had  remonstrated  to  Con-  bnjja. 

gi*e8s,  against  the  promotion  of  General  Conway,  and  ^"'^ 

tliat  forty-seven  colonels  had  done  the  same  thing  with  a^'ailist 

.respect  to  myself,  among  whom  I  discovci-ed  a  number '^'»»^''W^'« 

who  had,  on  my  visit  to  the  camp  at  Wiiite  Marsh  in  kmsc^'s 

November  congratulated  me  on  my  promotion.  Conway's  P""n<'- 
^  •  /      ^  lion. 

appointment  to  the  inspectorship  of  t!u*  army,  Aith  the 
rank  of  major-general,  after  he  had  insulted  the  comman-  .  • 
der  in  chief,  was  a  splenetic  measure  of  a  majority  of 
Congress,  as  factious  as  it  was  ill  judged ;  and  1  was  Rfflec- 
coiD^i'plicnded  ustensibly  ou  tlio  ground  of  priutipie^  but  Ibei^oir. 


99Q  > 

recommendation,  and  was  considered  bk  partiaaaf^  auch 

are  the  baneful  effects  of  party  iiitriguesy  which  embrace 
aimpirions  for  facts,  and,  wittioiit  discrfmination,  involve 
In  its  horrible  vortcx»  the  good  and  tlie  bad,  the  itiut>c6iit 
and  the  guiitjr.  On  receiving  this  iolbrmatifay  I  did  not 
hmtMtB  a  ttHNMiitp  bat  l«Bdei«d  mj  resisMtiMi  to  Che 
FmidaBl  of  Congmsy  on  the  mam  principie^  UmI  I^had 
a  year  before  resigned  my  lientenant-colondc^r  to  Gene- 
ral Washini^on,*  and  as  a  testimony  of  their  sense  of  my 
pairiotiamf  the  Congress  entered  my  letter  on  the  joar- 


In  Gmgttsi. — Fri4aif9  March  6th,  177$. 

Mmuici»of  Thr  following  letter  of  the  3d»  from  James  Wilkin- 
recording        waa  read. 

^Vi!kln. 

lion  s  re-     tt  Sir, 

«« 1  am  infomed  the  mark  of  distinction  conferred  on 
tte  has  occasioned  4  dissatisfaction  in  the  may,  oiid  to 
I  obviate  any  enhamsstoent  which  nmf  raolt  fim  tbii 
dispooitloiit  by  the  conosqnsnt  migwition  of  ofleen  of 
merit,  I  beg  leave  to  relinquish  my  brevet  of  brigadier^ 
wishing  to  hold  no  commission  unless  I  can  wear  it  to 
the  honour  and  advantag^p  of  my  country,  and  this  ron- 
doct  however  repugnant  to  fashionabio  amhitioib  I  fin4 

*  Extract     o  UtUr  from  Co!.  fValter  Steimu  t  to  Jl^^or-jeneuU  Oaiu, 

datedt  Camjt,  Fed,  4lA,  1778. 


^CMaatal  W^ym  jcticldij Mvawd  mtt  of  smm  vary  iai|>roper 
■Icpt  mf  old  fnend  WtihiMonhad  anda  mo  oTa  rufMtiaf  aknar  to 
you  by  GeiuCoiiwty,  which  hu  rMUy  gives  ma  veiy  gicat  ewMiiaest^ 
I  ever  ww  •eiwtble  of  Wtlkj*e  volatility  end  open  heertednesi,  mnd 
fear  he  might,  in  an  ODguarded  owment,  mention  tomethiiigof  the  af« 
Hur  to  a  person  looked  upon  to  be  hit  friend  {  but  depend  opoa  it, 
my  dear  Sir,  hts  heart  ia  truly  good  and  ao  fkr  from  injuring-  you,  (if 
in  his  power)  or  betraying'  any  confidence  you  might  place  in  hiro»  be 
looks  upon  you  as  his  pairon,  and  is  truly  sensible  of  the  many  and 
great  oblig-ations  he  is  under  to  you  ;  but  as  I  hope  to  see  you  in^ 
abon  time«  I  aballfay  nothing  furiber  on  vbia  subject  at  present**' 


i/ 
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;«ili'.lkM|»iaBl|liiMwUclil^«irirtfiOT^flgr  okm, 

« 1  bave  the  honour  to  be,  SiTf 

Tour  oMient  humble  aervtiit» 
«<1AM£8  WILKINSON. 

€(  Xhc  Hon.  Henry  Lmirens  esq, 

Frcsuieni  of  Congrm**  ^ 

1  met  in  Lancaster  the  honoured  object  of  my  tender-  Wittcinaoa 
est  attachment,  in  whose  society  a  furtnight  flitted  away  ^^^'^ 
like  a  vision  of  the  mora*  and  I  did  not  reach  the  Val^y  MoyUn  to 
F«i|;e  before  the  16th  op  I7th  of  the  month.  I  tnnk  quar-  J^jj]^ 
ten  whli  my         Coloml  Maylaiiy  ColoBel  C.  BidtUe,  to  Lord 
Hoctor  SliipiMit  sttd  other  oflkerit    Moor«  B«il»  uA  ^^^^^^ 
TCqac9tmI  tli0  fomier  to  ddivor  a  peremptory  message  to 
Lord  Sterling,  on  the  ground  of  his  having  misrepresent* 
ed  my  conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  my  honour.  This  pn>-  Colonel 
pottilion  was  disapproved  as  hein^  too  precipitate^  be-  '^^J^jj^, 
Cluiae  a  aiiiUbis  ac k no wledgHMOt  irooi  his  Lunlsbipy  nnother 
voald  be  a  more  aatisfactorj  re|Hur«UoQ     the  .wioi^  ^ 
than  taiOBg  bis  lilb  or  Mag  m$  own;  aad  became^  in  adapted, 
liaso  bis  Lordaliip  csftiasd  to  coaform  to  ii|y  demaaiktbeB 
I  sbooM.be  justified  in  appealing  to  the  last  resort  There 
^'as  not  in  tiie  whole  range  of  my  friends  and  acquain- 
tances, and  1  might  add  in  the  universe,  a  man  of  mora 
sublimated  sentimenty  or  wbo  combined  witii  sound  dis- 
cretion  a  more  punctilious  sense  of  honour^  tbaa  Colonel 
Mogrlan:  I  therafore  could  not  resist  the  force  of  bis  ob* 
aenratloQS^  and  conssatsd  to  send  his  Lordship  the  Ibl- 
loudnf  BQle»  to  which  he  immediate^  replied. 

u  Mtm  Maik  Monk  ISM,  1778. 

M  My  Loffdt 

The  |SiHM<ety  or  impfopriefy  of  your  communicatii^;  corrc s 
to  his  excellency  any  drcomstanco  which  iMBsed  at  your  "^^7^ 
Lordship*s  board  at  Reading,  I  lea?e  to  be  determined  by  Wilkinson 
your  own  feelingSf  and  the  judgment  of  the  public  ;  but  stcrlini^ 
as  tii6  affair  baserentuaUy  indued  reflections  ou  mj  in* 
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CHAP.  tt|i:rify»^  sacred  4vlty  I  owe  my  homiar  oUi|$w<m4li^ 
n  qiiire  from  yiMir  Lonl8lii|^6  bsmty  'thut  the  rimiM<»a- 

tioti  wKirfi  ymii  Imiro  piHilisfiedy  passal  in  U  private  com" 

paay,  duruig  a  coiivtvtui  hour.    Colonel  Moylan  u  liu  de* 
livw  Qftis  is  my  fricn<!,'uri(l  will  rrreivc  your  replj* 
i  have  the  huiiuur  to  be* 

Yoar  Liordf)t^ip'5)  obedient  sf^rvanl^ 
••JA»  WILKINSON. 

*^TIie  Hon,  Major-goiwULaTd  Sterling^Camp.**^ 

» 

**  March  ISihf  ±77%. 

«  Dear  Sir, 

««  As  lo  the  propriety  of  my  commonicattng  to  his  ex* 
ctJleiiry  Cteneral  Wwhiitj^fi  a  drcanatance  mhkck  hap- 
pened in  conversation  at  *Reading»  I  haire  not  the  Uaal 

doubt  of;  nor  can  I  conceive  that  your  having  metitioned 
thai  very  extraordinary  paragraph  will  ever  ii^ure  your 
honour. 

«  However  Uiat  may  be,  I  shall  ever  be  ready  to  aver 
the  truth,  and  equally  midy  to  ^ve  you  the  satisfaction 
of  havinic  it  under  my  handt  that  the  words  which  1  M 
communicate  to  bin  excellency  «« jNUtitf  m  a  prmie  com^ 
pony,  durtfif  a  eammdal  Aour/*  but'  under  no  injunction 
of  secnu  V.  As  to  my  havin.s;  published  this  conversa- 
ti<:n,  1  do  not  kn'tw  that  I  ever  m*  ntitmed  it  since  till 
lately,  when  a  certain  f^ntleman  anserted  in  company* 
th«it  you  had  denied  tiiat  you  had  ever  bad  any  such  con- 
Tersation*  This  put  me  under  the  neceasity  of  aaaertinf 
the  contrary ;  and  of  this  I  Immedfalely  wrote  yon»  baln^- 
sure  yon  never  would  deny  it ;  by  your  silence  on  Ibat 
head  ainca,  I  must  conclude  you  never  received  my  letter* 

«  i  lusif  dear  Sir, 
•  «*  ^uur  obedient  servant,  • 

«  STKALiNGb 
ft  James  Wititmion,  BsqJ*  •  • 

It  is  possible  Lord  flieriing  migbt  not  have  racelvei 

my  letter  of  the  4  th  of  February  $  but  it  seems  im- 
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prob.'^le,  since  it  was  written  with  tlie  privity  of  Doctor  CHAP. 
Craigic,  and  carefully  deposited  in  the  post  office  with  my 
own  hands.  A  contrast  of  the  acknowled,^ent  contain- 
ed in  this  letter  of  his  Lordship  with  his  information*  to 
General  Washington  from  Reading,  will  cstahlish  my  in- 
nocence and  the  extent  of  my  wrongs,  and  will  stamp  the 
proper  value  on  the  candour  of  his  Lordship;  and  the 
following  letter  will  manifest  the  interest  GcncMxi  Wasli- 
iDgtoQ  took  in  the  affair.  .     ,  ^  ^  »?f  ."-^t  •  iiM 

• 

*<  Valley  Forge,  Mardi  1778. 
"  My  Lord,  «  • 

« In  answer  to  your  favour  of  this  date,  give  me  Ica^c 
to  say,  that^I  am  well  pleased  with  the  termination  of 
your  correspondence  with  Colonel  Wilkinson.  I  sent  for 
that  gentleman,  after  the  conversation  had  with  your 
Lordship,  and  shewed  him  the  letters  which  Mr.  Harri- 
son furnished  you  with  a  sight  of;  he  seemed  a  good  deal 

surprised  at  G  's  letters,  and  was  not  at  all  sparing 

in  his  abuse  of  him  and  Conway. 

The  arrangement  of  the  two  regiments  as  inclosed 
by  you,  will  be  perfectly  agreeable  to  me,  and  must  I 
fancy  be  so  to  the  *  *  *,  unless  it  should  interfere  with 
any  general  plan  they  may  have  in  view  for  the  reduction 
of  the  sixteen  additional  battalions. 

«  The  sooner  you  can  furnish  the  characters  of  th^ 
four  Pennsylvania  regiments  in  your  division  the  better^ 
as  Generals  Reed  and  Wayne  are  I  believe  upon  that  bu^ 
fliness  with  the  whole  Pennsylvania  line. 
.  **  Colonel  Burr  must  wait  till  more  field  officers  re- 
turn  to  camp  before  he  leaves  it.  The  daily  applicatif>n 
for  discharges  and  furloughs  distresses  me  beyond  roea- ' 

•  •  See  General  Gat  «*8  letter  to  General  Wilkinson,  Feb.  23(1, 
1778 ;  page  386,  ante. 

VOL.  1%  3D 
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CHAP.  sure.   lam  soi  i  v  tu  hear  of  your  iiM|japoaitton»  bntliopa 
^  U  will  »oon  p;o  oir. 

**  1  am  your  Lordttiip's  mnst  nb*t  bumble  sprv't» 

CbO.  WA&liINQW0N. 

I  find  first  and  serond  lieutefiants,  which  are  not  to  be 
in  the  new  esiablisliment.  I  also  perceive  that  all  th^ 
officers^  nearly ,  arc  ta^^en  £rom  Malcolm's  regtiaeat  is 
this  agreeable  to  Spencer? 

^Major-general  Lord  SUrUngJ' 


Waihisg- 


Wilkhim    A  day  or  two  after  my  arrival  at  eamp,  t  im  infilai 

todine^**  to  dine  at  head  quarters,  and  made  an  apology;  the  next 
with  ^    day  Colonel  T.  Tilgliman,  an  aid-dc-camp  to  the  com- 
mander in  chief,  with  whom  I  had  been  lon,^  acquainted^ 
called  on  me,  repeated  the  invitation^  and  observed,  the 
Qeaeral  wanted  to  aee  vie,  I  infbmed  CMmel  T*  aC 
the  delicacy  of  my  sttoatiiMi;  f^tbat  Mporta  Imd  fimb 
Ibrtb,  charging  me  witb  betraying  prif  ate  ttmUmM  te 
curry  favour  with  the  General,  and  that  under  such  cir> 
cumstances,  I  was  persuaded  he  wuuid  excuse  tlie  point 
of  fluty,  and  pardon  me  for  avaoidiug  whatever  might 
countenance  tiie  calumny."  The  Qioming  after,  Colonel 
Tilghman  again  catted  an  ONsand  iiiforaed  ne  ivom  the 
Generalf  that  tt  was  cotieenilng  the  clmnnetaneeHi  wIMi 
I  had  allnded  he  deaind  ta  see      and  1  tbamfoB  dtap 
gaged  to  dine  wHh  h?m. 
fntarview      1  vvtnt  c^irly  aqi  eeably  to  request,  was  kindly  receri-etf, 
md  COM-         after  a  lew  iiiinutes  the  General  invited  me  into  hti 
with       cabinet^  and  opened  the  subject  of  General  Conway's 
WaiSLfn^.  letter.   A  donvemtion  enaaed,  in  wbieb  1  took  occaalmi 
to  reawk  on  tie  criiel  miwcpf eaentalial^  ef  Lord  ilM^ 
lingy  diiH^laidiiag  wnj  tiMhNiapaiidciice  wif  etett  wigMt^ 
ance  with  M^Willlams,  and  etteriy  denied  the  lufbrma* 
tion  lie  had  received  tVom  liis  Lordship.    The  General 
simke  fi-cely  of  the  ( ab:i]  which  had  been  formed  against 

him>  and  mentioned  the  persons  whom  he  suapeeted  to  be 
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at  the  bottom  of  it;  lie  expressed  hirasoir  entirely  satis-  CHAP, 
fied  with  my  conduct,  but  observed,  that  it  might  be  ina- 
tcrial  to  me,  to  know  what  had  passed  between  General  ^^^'^''^^ 
,  Gates  and  himseLT,  respecting;  Conway's  letter,  and  that 
he  had  desired  to  see  me  particularly  on  that  subject; 
that  i  had  been  charged  with  a  serious  offence,  but  tiiat 
the  motives  and  the  grounds  were  too  plain,  to  make  any 
impression  on  his  mind  injurious  to  me:  he  then  caUed 
for  the  correspondence  with  General  Gates,  and  laid  be- 
fore me  the  following  letters.     ^        «f^k!*-«fi  . 

**Mbany  December  Stfh  1777. 

Sir, 

>  «  I  shall  not  attempt  to  describe  what  as  a  private  gen- 
tleman I  cannot  help  feeling,  on  representing  to  my  mind 
the  disagreeable  situation  in  which  confidential  lettersf 
v^ben  exposed  to  public  inspection,  may  place  an  unsuspect- 
ing correspondent ;  but  as  a  public  officer,  I  conjure  your 
excellency,  to  give  me  all  the  assistance  you  can,  in 
tracing  out  the  author  of  the  infidelity  which  put  extracts 
from  General  Conway's  letters  to  me  into  your  hands. 
Those  letters  have  been  stealingly  copied^^ui  which  of 
them,  when,  and  by  whom,  is  to  me  as  yet  an  unfathom- 
able secret.  There  is  not  one  officer  in  my  suite,  nor 
amongst  those  who  have  free  access  to  me,  upon  whom  I 
could  with  the  least  justification  to  myself,  fix  the  suspi- 
cion ;  and  yet  my  uneasiness  may  deprive  me  of  the  use- 
fulness of  the  worthiest  men.  It  is  /  believe  in  your  ex* 
€eUency*s  power  to  do  roe  and  the  United  States  a  very 
important  service,  by  detecting  a  wretch  who  may  be- 
tray me,  and  capitally  injure  the  very  operations  under 
your  immediate  directions,*  For  this  reason.  Sir,  I  beg 
your  excellency  will  favour  me  with  the  proof  you  can 
procure  to  that  effect  But  the  crime  being  eventually 
BO  important,  that  the  least  loss  of  time  may  be  attended 
with  the  worst  consequences ;  and  it  being  unknown  to 
me,  whether  the  letter  came  to  you  from  a  member  of 
Congress  or  from  an  offkerf  1  shall  have  the  honour  of 
*  Evideotly  alluding  to  Colonel  Uiimilu>n. 
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CHAP.  11— ititos  %tmfft  thtot»4h»Pwiiiirt,  tiittt  mt^Otih 
grmma7,incoM6rtwitli|nov«MilliMf,olMtta8«^ 
M  poflsiUe  A  discovtry,  wbich  Mikeply  alRwtilhtt  aMy 
•rthestotea.  CHoms  of  tlwl  vagAitadt  ooglit  Mt  f» 

liiaiu  unpunished. 

I  have  the  honour  t«  be,  with  the  greatest  reapecty 
**  luur  ejccetlency's  most  bumble 

«(aiid  lllOlt  obedient  servant* 

UORiLTlO  GAT£& 

His  EaxdUncy  Qetu  WoMngttm/^  * 

«  ra2^  Far|[^  Jan.  4^  177V* 

Yoar  letter  of  the  8th  wit^aao,  oMe  to  mf  handas 
Ibw  daja  ago^  and  to  m j  gi«at  aarfiriaa  intamd  aM»» 
tfMt  a  copy  of  it  had  been  sent  to  C^graa;  ferwhalrak 
son  I  Ihid  m  J  self  aaaUe  to  aecoaati  hat  m  eeme  end 

doiibtleBu  was  iiftendcd  to  he  answered  by  it,  I  am  laid 
uiKler  the  disai^recable  necessity  of  rclttrntiri;  my  answer 
through  the  same  clianueiy  lest  any  member  of  that  bo* 
■aorable  body  ehoukl  harboar  aa  ^MfimaraMa  aaepieftNi 
af  my  having  piaetiaed  aame  Miraot  meamv  to  ooim  al 
Ilia  ootttonta  of  the  oaoidaatial  Mm  batwaes  fm  ma4 
ffaMfw  voBway* 

I  an  to  inform  you  then,  that  Colonel  W ilkiason,  iu 
his  way  to  Congress  in  the  month  ot  October  last,  fell  In 
with  Lord  Sterling  at  Reac)in,^,  and  not  itt  confidence 
that  I  ever  aaderstood^  informed  his  aid-de-camp.  Major 
M^Wiiiana,  that  General  Ckmway  had  wfMea  to  to 
yaae-*««Heavaa  haa  heaa  datorminad  to  aavayaar  ca«»r 
try,  or  a  weak  general  and  bad  eoonaeNara  aiaaid  bava 
ruined  it.*  Lord  Sterling,  from  motives  of  fHendship, 
transmitted  the  account  with  this  remark:  <Tlie  inclosed 
was  communicated  by  Col.  AVilkinson  to  Major  M«Wil- 

liams ;  siK  h  duplicity  of  caaduct  1  ahali  alamya  think  H 
any  daty  to  detect' 

Min  camieqoaaaa  af  tUa  laANmatlan^aMd  withaorbn*^ 
lag  aay  tbiag  i»oia  in  flaw  than  owrely  to  ifceir  that  gent 
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IfomaA  that  I  was  not  nnapilrlfled  of  Mb  intrignuif  chap 
•ttioii^  I  wMe  bim  a  letter  in  Uiese  words .  * 

u  Sir. — A  ItMw  wkkli  I  received  last  night  oowtaiaei 
Mtetf  !•  lavi  ffm»«a«nify9  or  AWMfc^i^^ 

«  setters  UDOM  koiM  rMMrf  tt.'   I  MB,  W 


Neither  tfiis  letter,  nor  the  information  which  o(t:a- 
sioned  was  ever  directly  or  indirectly  connniniicated 
liy  M  to  a  aiogfe  officer  in  this  army  out  of  my  own  fa- 
arilf 9  atfiipiiin  tba  Man^  da  U  FajaHa,  «Im  IumtI^ 
tan  tpakan  ta  m  lha  iolyacA     Qaaaral  Coraiqr»  f^r 

whicli  contained  Colonel  Wilkinson's  infonnalion;  su  de- 
sirous was  J  ot  cunctaJiug  every  matter  that  could  in-^ 
aonsequenccs  give  the  smallest  interru;>ti(m  to  the  tran- 
%fMi^^M  Ikm  lUMOTf  «r  aSorU  a  flaaM  of  iMfa  la  ^ 
away  <hy  41— miMa^haiaip*  > 
>  <^Miai»  air>'wilk  a<a  ojapueaa*  aad  BWMtwir»  iiMck  i 

win  afcr  cliarartirtia  and  aMik  oaadoct,  fcatNi ' 
I  com[)hcd  with  your  request.  The  ofUf  cmcemlfecl  upm 
the  occasion^  filling  how  Dtatters  stand  u,  ihut  m  doing  th^'^ 
J  liorct  necessarily  been  ohlts^ed  to  name  a  geiUlenian  ivliom 
M^m  pmtuiuUdt  (aWiougii  I  never  iSKhmgmi  a.wmrd  mik 
Mm  wfmik»  wyirfi)  tim§^  k0  «wtf«ttirMvM^«rt 
^  jmUm UUm 9mmtHng moa^ u^UtUlifi  aadaanX 
m,  that^ IW  JLaHl  SMing's  Mtar  cana  to  ngr  hmOtk  I 
never  knew  that  General  Cmiway  (who  I  viewed  in  tlie 
light  ()[■  a  stranger  to  you)  was  a  correspoudeaturyoursi 
mucli  less  did  ausp^ct^  thai  I  was  the  subject  of  your  a>/i«> 
JdfmjMUtkn^^VAVilQn  me  then  for  adding^  that  so  Jav 
Jgm  cmemving  thai  U14  safety  of  the  states  am  be  affected, 
or  ia4to  maUtft  itfjiaa  it^md  •  dticayiy  qf  Uum  kmi , 
«HV  <M  ialMdd  calW  ayan  in  aock  aolann 
•  polntoot  the  author^-4A4tf  lesMtdend  tttf 

coming  Jrma  tjourselj,  and  given  with  a  friendly  vicia  U 

» 
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CHAP.  Memy*  or  in  otAer  %09rd$  a  dangerous  imendiatf*'  in  wbicL 
J^:    cfiaracUTf  sooner  or  UUtr,  thU  cmmifff  wM  know  Oemmd 
CiMtfooyK— Aiit  io  tJm$  as  im  other  oMttmefkit^  I  iMnre 

^  Your  ino%t  obedient  servant^ 

An 

TiM  Mtei*  (If  <iie  4lh  {Mt  wMch  I  M  &6  bonoor  to 
receive  yesterday  fi*om  your  excellenry,  has  relieved  ma 
from  unRpeakable  uneasiness,  f  now  anticipate  the  plea- 
sure It  Witt  give  jwh  when  you  diioover  that  what  bm 
htM  esraytti  t»  yoa  Imp  tii  ealmt  «f  Qi»mi€<^ 
W9^9  teMir  ^  flWy^  wsi  Wit  Ml  InlbviMillMi  wiilcfc  fHH4* 
If  iMtlwMvced  ft  Mtt  of  hcNioiir  to  gi^ 
▼irtue  mij^ht  be  fore-armed  against  secret  enemies.  The 
paragraph  which  your  excellency  has  condescended  t9 
transcribe^  is  spurioos.  It  was  certainly  fabncaied  to 
ftftaww  tiie  flMt  odiish  and  wtokied  fmrpowm* 

Ml  cftmnl  9SfM  dkMkimg  out f»ir  MKiHeoiy  1k§ 
bfatoiyof  Geaciml  Ooowaj's  letler»  f ran  tli*  tia»  tiuit  it 
cw— 15  «y  kmdB  hy  LiewtBiMiot'Cilowei  TVoop»  iy  oW- 

ilC'Carnp,  to  whom  General  Conway  delivered  it  at  Read* 
ing  on  the  Hth  of  October,  to  Hits  time,  as  tar  as  it  has 
affbcted  me  and  the  officers  of  my  family. 

M  YIUKt4etter  contained  very  judicioiM  reworlMi  lifOB 
Aftt  wont  of  diaoifiibief  wMdi  li»  oftea  tfiinnod  yoor 
£io«Heiiejr9  uid  1  belief e  ill  otmrHi^  {mMoIm  Mi 
msons  wkichy  in  his  judgment,  deprired  as  of  UNs  one* 
cess  wc  would  reasonably  expect,  were  methodically  ex- 
plained by  liiiii ;  but  neither  the  «  weakness"  of  any  of 
our  generals,  nor  "bad  counsellor,**  were  mentioned; 
Jurtd  coasequeiitl^  cannot  be  assigned  or  imi^ned  as  part 
oC  Oioao  rcaooM  to  which  General  Coniray  i^lhaia< 
^  MMOfoarloaiea.  HowrotetoMaaacaaMahaMrfaiV 
aa  otiier  ^Aeofa  la  mry  acrvko  ivtila  «»^aiA  Mue^  taut 
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that  freedom  rcmiers  such  letters  thus  far  confidential  in 
some  measure.  The  judgment  of  the  person  who  received 
them,  points  out  to  him,  according  to  time  and  circum- 
stances, the  propriety  or  impropriety  attending  their  / 
being  communicated,  when  no  particular  injunction  of 
secrecy  was  requested. 

Particular  actions  rather  than  persons  were  blamed, 
but  with  impartiality;  and  I  am  convinced  that  he  did 
not  aim  at  lessening  in  my  opinion  the  merit  of  any  per- 
son.   His  letter  was  perfectly  harmless ;  however,  now 
that  various  reports  have  been  circulated  concerning  its 
contents,  they  ought  not  to  be  submitted  to  the  solemn 
insi)ection  of  even  those  who  stand  most  high  in  the  public 
esteem.    Anxiety  and  jealousy  would  arise  in  the  breast 
of  very  respectable  officers,  who,  rendered  sensible  of 
faults  which  inexperience,  and  tliat  alone,  may  have  led 
them  into,  would  be  unnecessarily  disgusted,  if  they  per- 
ceived a  probability  of  such  errrors  being  recorded.  Ho- 
nour forbids  it,  and  patriotism  demands  that  I  should  re- 
turn the  letter  into  the  hands  of  the  writer.  I  will  do  it; 
but  at  the  same  time  I  declare,  that  the  paragraph  con- 
veyed to  your  excellency  as  a  genuine  part  of  it,  was  in 
Wonis  as  well  as  in  substance  a  wicked  forgery.  * 
ft  About  the  beginning  of  December  I  was  informed 
that  letter  had  occasioned  an  explanation  between  your 
Excellency  and  that  gentleman.    Not  knowing  whether 
the  whole  letter  or  part  of  it  had  been  stealingly  copied, 
but  fearing  malice  had  altered  its  original  feature,  I  own 
Sir,  that  a  dread  of  the  mischiefs  which  might  attend 
this  forgery,  I  suspected  would  be  madc^  put  me  for 
some  time  in  a  most  painful  situation. 
* «  When  I  communicated  to  the  officers  in  my  family 
tbe  intelligence  I  had  received,  tiicy  all  intreated  me  to 
rescue  their  characters  from  the  suspicions  they  justly 
conceived  themselves  liable  to,  until  the  guilty  person 
should  he  known.    To  facilitate  the  discovery,  I  wrote 
your  Excellency ;  but  unable  to  learn  whether  General 
Conway's  letter  had  been  transmitted  to  you  by  a  mem- 


Digitized  by  Google 


iOa  M£MOIRS  BY 

her  of  Coni^ress  or  a  gentleman  in  Uie  army,  I  was 
afraid  much  time  would  be  lost  in  the  course  of  the  in- 
quiry, and  that  the  states  might  receive  some  capita]  in- 
"jurj  from  the  infidelity  of  tlie  person  wlio  I  thought  had 
9loUn  a  copy  of  the  obnoxious  letter,*  was  it  not  probable 
that  the  scci*ets  of  the  army  might  be  obtained  and  be- 
trayed through  the  same  means  to  the  enemy  ? — For  this 
reason.  Sir,  not  doubting  the  Congress  would  roost  cheer- 
fully concur  with  you  in  tracing  out  the  criminal,  I  wrote 
to  the  President,  and  inclosed  to  him  a  copy  of  my  letter 
to  your  excellency.  ^ 

««  About  the  time  I  was  forwarding  these  letters,  Bri- 
gadier-general Wilkinson  returned  to  Albany.  I  inform- 
ed him  of  the  treachery  which  had  been  committed,  but 
I  concealed  from  him  the  measure  I  was  pui^suing  to  un- 
mask the  author.  Wilkinson  answered,  ho  was  assured 
it  never  would  come  to  light,  and  endeavoured  to  fix  my 
suspicions  on  Lieutenant-colonel  Troup,  who,  said  he, 
flight  have  incautiously  conversed  on  the  substance  of 
General  Conway's  letter  with  Colonel  Hamilton,  whom 
you  had  sent  not  long  before  to  Albany.  1  did  not  listen 
to  this  insinuation  against  your  aid-de-camp  and  mine. 
I  considered  it  even  as  ungenerous.  But  the  light  your 
excellency  has  just  assisted  me  with,  exhibiting  the  many 
qualifications  which  are  necessarily  blended  together  in 
the  head  and  heart  of  (General  Wilkinson,  I  would  not 
omit  this  fact;  it  will  enable  your  excellency  to  judge 
whether  or  not  he  would  scruple  to  make  such  a  forgery 
as  that  which  he  now  stands  charged  with,  and  ought  to 
be  exemplarily  punished.  To  attempt  sowing  dissensions 
amongst  the  principal  officers  of  the  army,  and  rendering 
them  odious  to  each  other,  by  false  suggestions  and  for- 
geries, is  in  my  opinion  a  crime  of  the  first  magnitude ; 
it  involves  with  it  all  the  consequences  of  positive  treason. 

That  the  forgery  now  in  view  was  machinated  for 
injuring  General  Conway,  and  perhaps  myself,  in  your 
judgment,  is  now  evident  to  me;  and  I  trust  tlic  detection 
nvili  operate  as  it  ought  to  operate  upon  your  exceileocyf 

*  Again  alluding  to  Colonel  Hamilton. 
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as  well  as  tlie  members  of  the  Congress,  before  whom  your  CHAP. 
Utter  iiemsitates  me  to  lay  this  answer.  The  station  of 
the  calumniator  seems  to  justify  your  excellency  for  hav- 
ing believed,  till  now,  that  the  extract  was  genuine ;  and 
yet,  Sir,  I  cannot  help  wishing  you  had  sent  me  a  copy 
of  it  immediately  after  your  explanatiou  witli  General 
Conway.  ^ 
«  Would  that  your  excellency's  prediction  relative  to 
him,  had  not  been  inserted  in  your  letter,  which  came  to 
me  unsealed  through  the  hands  of  Congress. 

I  sincerely  wish  the  detection  of  this  forgery  may 
render  us  all  more  cautious,  and  that  to  proeure  a  fair 
and  dispassionate  explanation,  whenever  insinuations  are 
made  to  the  prejudice  of  respected  characters,  may  be- 
come an  establishid  rule  in  society  as  well  as  in  public 
business^  throughout  the  United  States. 

I  am  with  unfeigned  respect.  Sir, 
«  Your  excellency's  most  humble, 
and  most  obedient  servant, 
.  .  •  .        « HORATIO  GATES. 

His  ExcelUncy  Gen.  JFashington.*'  •  • 


.t*&q.  FaUey  Forge,  Feb.  9th,  1778. 

«  Sir, 

«  I  was  duly  favoured  with  your  letter  of  the  23d  of 
last  month,  to  which  I  should  have  replied  sooner,  had  I 
not  been  delayed  by  business  that  required  my  more  im- 
mediate attention. 

It  is  my  wish  to  give  implicit  credit  to  the  asso- 
rances  of  every  gentleman ;  but  in  the  subject  of  our  pre- 
sent correspondence,  I  am  sorry  to  confess,  there  hap- 
pens to  be  some  unlucky  circumstances,  which  involun- 
tarily compel  me  to  consider  the  discovery  you  mention, 
not  so  satisfactory  and  conclusive  as  you  seem  to  think  it. 

I  am  so  unhappy  as  to  Und  no  small  difficulty  in  re- 
conciling the  spirit  and  import  of  your  different  letters, 
and  sometimes  the  different  parts  of  the  same  letter  with 
each  other. .  It  is  not  unreasonable  to  presume  that  your 

you  I.  3  B 
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CHAP,  first  iniormation  of  my  having  notice  of  General  Con- 
way's  letter,  came  from  himself;  Uiere  were  veiy  few  io 
the  secret,  and  it  is  natural  to  suppose  that  he  bein.e;  im- 
mcdiatelv  concerned,  would  be  the  most  interested  to 
conve^r  tlie  intilligence  to  you ;  it  is  also  far  from  im- 
probable, that  he  acquainted  you  with  the  substance  of 
the  passage  communicated  to  me :  one  would  expect  this^ 

'  if  he  believed  it  to  be  spurious,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  . 
imposition,  and  evince  his  innocence,  especially  as  be 
seemed  to  be  under  some  nnccrtainty,  as  to  the  precise 
contents  of  what  he  had  written,  when  1  signified  my 
knowledge  of  the  matter  to  him.  If  he  neglected  doing 
it,  the  omission  cannot  easily  bo  interpreted  into  any 

*  thing  else  than  a  consciousness  of  the  reality  of  the  ex- 
•  tract,  if  not  literally  at  least  substantially.  If  he  did  not 
neglect  it,  it  tpust  appear  somewhat  strange,  that  the  for- 
gery remained  so  long  undetected,  and  that  your  first 
letter  to  me  from  Albany  of  the  8th  of  December,  should 
tacitly  recognise  the  genuineness  of  the  paragraph  in 
question,  while  your  only  concern,  at  that  time,  seemed 
to  be  the  « tracing  out  the  author  of  the  infidelity  which 
put  extracts  of  General  Conway's  letters  into  my  liands.'^ 
Throughout  the  whole  of  that  letter  the  reality  of  the  ex- 
tracts is  by  the  fairest  implication  allowed,  and  your  only 
solicitude  was  to  find  out  the  }>erson  who  brouglit  them 
to  light.  After  making  the  most  earnest  pursuit  of  the 
author  of  the  supposed  treachery,  without  saying  a  word 
about  the  truth  or  falsciiood  of  the  passage,  your  letter 
of  the  23d  ultimo,  to  my  great  surprise,  proclaims  it  «io 
words  as  well  as  in  substance,  a  wicked  forgery.'' 

**  It  is  not  my  intention  to  contradict  this  assertion,  but 
only  to  intimate  some  considerations  which  tend  to  induce 
a  supposition,  that  though  none  of  General  Conway *8  let- 
ters to  you  contain  the  offensive  passage  mentioned,  there 
might  have  been  something  in  them  too  nearly  I'elated  to 
it,  that  could  give  such  an  extraordinary  alarm.  It  may 
be  said,  if  this  were  not  the  case,  how  easy  in  the  first  in- 
stance to  have  declared  there  was  nothing  exceptionable 
in  them,  and  to  have  produced  the  letters  themselves  in 

• 
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support  of  it?  This  may  be  thought  the  most  proper  and  CHAP, 
effectual  way  of  refutinj^  misrepresentatiDns  and  remov- 
Sng  all  suspicion.    The  propriety  of  the  objections  sug-  ^'^^^'^^ 
'    gested  against  submitting  them  to  inspectioti,  may  very  * 
well  be  qoestioned.    Tlie  various  reports  circulaled  con- 
cerning tlieir  contents  wei'e,  perhaps,  so  many  arguments 
for  making  them  speak  for  tliemsclves,  to  place  the  matter 
upon'the  footing  of  certainty.   Concealment  in  an  alfair  ' 
vhich  had  made  so  much  noise,  thougfi  not  by  mif  intans^ 
will  naturally  lead  men  to  conjecture  the  worst,  and  it  will 
be  a  subject  of  speculation  even  to  candour  itself. 
anxiety  and  jealousy  you  apprehend  from  revealing  the 
letter,  will  be  very  apt  to  be  increased  by  suppressing  it. 

-*  It  may  be  asked,  why  not  submit  to  insfiection  a 
performance  perfectly  harmless,  and  of  course  conceived 
in  terms  of  proj)er  caution  and  delicacy?  Why  suppose 
that  •<  anxiety  and  jealousy  would  have  arisen  in  tlic 
breasts  of  very  respectable  officers,  or  that  they  would 
have  been  unnecessarily  disgusted  at  being  made  sensible 
of  tlieir  faults,  when  related  with  judgment  and  impartia- 
lity by  a  candid  observer  ?"  Surely  they  could  not  have 
been  unreasonable  enough  to  take  offence  at  a  pei'form- 
ance  so  perfectly  inoffensive,  «  blaming  actions  rather 
than  persons,"  which  have  evidently  no  connexion  with 
one  another,  and  indulgently  •<  recording  the  errors  of 
inexperience.'*  -y  •  • 

•  *"  «  You  are  pleased  to  consider  General  Conway's  let- 
ters as  of  a  confidential  nature,  observing  that,  «  time 
and  circumstances  must  point  out  the  propriety  or  impro- 
priety of  communicating  such  letters."  Permit  me  to 
inquire,  whether,  when  thei*e  is  an  impropriety  in  com- 
'inunication,  it  is  only  applicable  with  respect  to  the  par- 
tics,  who  are  the  subjects  of  them.  One  might  be  led  to 
imagine  this  to  be  the  case,  from  your  having  admitted 
others  into  the  secret  of  your  confidential  correspondence, 
at  the  same  time  that  you  thought  it  ineligible,  it  should 
be  trusted  to  those  officers;  whose  actions  underwent  its 
scrutiny.  Your  not  kndwing  whether  the  letter,  under 
consideration,  «  came  to  me  from  a  member  of  Congress, 
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CHAP  or  from  an  officer/'  plainly  indicates,  that  you  liad»  ori- 
/finally,  communicated  it  to  at  least  one  of  that  honoura- 
lile  ijody  •  and  I  learn  from  General  Conway,  that  before 
his  late  arrival  at  York-town,  it  had  been  committed  to 
the  perusal  of  several  of  its  members,  and  was  afterwards 
shewn  by  himself  to  three  more.  It  is  somewltat  diflicult 
to  conceive  a  reason  founded  in  generosity,  for  imparting 
^  the  free  and  confidential  strictures  of  that  ingenious  cen- 
sor, on  the  operations  of  the  army  under  my  command, 
to  a  member  of  Congress,  but,  perhaps,  « time  and  cir- 
cumstances pointed  it  out.*'  It  must  indeed  be  acknow- 
ledged, that  the  faults  of  very  respectable  oflicers,  not 
less  injurious  for  being  the  result  of  inexperience,  were 
not  improper  topics  tu  engage  Uic  atteutiou  of  members 
of  Congress.  v^-*'"  >       ?tr  4r^^''^ *  * 

**  It  is,  however,  greatly  to  be  lamented,  that  this  adept 
'  in  military  science,  did  not  employ  his  abilities  in  the 
jirogress  of  the  campaign,  in  pointing  out  those  wise  mea- 
sures, which  wetx!  calculated  to  give  us,  «<  that  degree  of 
success  we  might  reasonably  expect.'*  Tiie  United  Statfs 
have  lost  much,  from  that  unseasonable  diifidcnce^  which 
prevented  his  embracing  the  numerous  opportunities,  he 
had  in  council,  of  displaying  those  rich  treasures  of 
knowledge  and  experience,  he  has  since  so  freely  laid 
open  to  you.  I  will  not  do  him  the  injustice  to  impute 
the  penurious  reserve,  which  ever  appeared  in  him  upon 
such  occasions,  to  any  other  cause  than  an  excess  of  mo- 
desty, neitlier  will  I  suppose,  he  possesses  no  other  merit 
than  of  that  after  kind  of  sagacity,  which  qualifies  a  man 
better  for  profoujid  discoveries  of  errors,  that  have  been 
committed,  and  advantages  tliat  have  been  lost,  than  for 
tlie  exercise  of  that  foi'esight  and  provident  discernment, 
which  enable  him  to  avoid  the  one  and  anticipate  the 
other.  But  willing  as  I  am  to  subscribe  to  all  his  pre- 
tensions, and  to  believe  that  his  i*emarks  on  the  opera- 
tions of  the  campaign  were  ver^  judicious,  and  that  he  • 
has  sagaciously  discanted  on  many  things,  that  might 
have  been  done,  I  cannot  help  being  a  little  sceptical,  as 
to  his  ability  to  have  fonnd  out  tho  means  of  accomplish- . 
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ine  tlicm,  ortft  prove  tlic  sufficiency  of  those  in  our  pb§-  *  CTi\K< 

*  lie 
session,   '^hesc  minutic'e  I  suspect  he  did  not  think  \v(^h  ^^^^1^ 

his  attention,  particularly  as  they  might  not  be  within  the 

compass  of  his  vines, 

"  Notwithstanding  tlie  hopeful  presages,  you  arc  plecis*^? 
ed  to  figure  to  yourself,  of  General  C<»nway*s  firm  and 
constant  friendship  to  America,  I  cannot  persuade  my- 
self, lu  retract  the  prediction  concerning  liim,  which  you 
so  cmpliatically  wish  had  not  been  inserted  in  my  last ;  ' 
better  acquaintance  with  him,  than  I  have  reason  to  think 
you  have  had,  from  what  you  say,  and  a  concurrence  of 
circumstances  oblige  mc  to  give  him  but  little  ci*cdit  foi'^^' 
the  qualities  of  his  heart,  of  which,  at  least  I  beg  leave  to" 
assume  the  privilege  of  being  a  tolerable  judge.    Wcr^  it 
'necessary,  more  instances  than  one  might  be  adduced 
from  his  behaviour  and  conversation,  to  manifest  that  he 
is  capable  of  all  the  malignity  of  detraction,  and  all  the 
meannesses  of  intrigue,  to  gratify  the  absurd  resentment 
of  disappointed  vanity,  or  to  answer  the  purposes  of  per- 
sonal aggrandisement  and  promote  the  interest  of  a 
faction.  -  -^^ 

 "I  am  with  respect.  Sir,     ^  •■'^i 

.  ^.   '  Your  most  obedient  servant, 

«  GO.  WASUINGTOX. 

Mijor-geiural  Gates.^^ 

This  exposition  unfolded  to  me  a  scene  of  perfidy  and  Indians- 
duplicity,  of  which  I  had  no  suspicion,  and  compared  {J-ateTby 
with  General  Gates's  explanation  to  me,  at  York-town,  Wilkin- 
must  excite  the  abhorrence  of  every  man  of  honour ;  I  ^posjiJon 
certainly  gave  vent  to  my  feelings  in  aliurst  of  indigna-  of  General 
tion,  but  did  not  confine  my  reproaches  to  Generals  ^nU  Lord 
Gate«  and  Conway ;  because  Lord  Sterling  was  equally  Sterling** 
culpable  for  availing  himself  of  the  vile  subserviency  of  his 
aid-de-camp,  M<  Williams,  to  misrepresent  me  in  the  secret 
information  conveyed  by  him  to  General  Washington^  in 
consequence  of  which  General  Gates,  had  formed  suspr-  * 
cions  injurious  to  Colonel  Hamilton,  and  designed  his 
artful  letter  of  the  8th  December  in  the  expectation  of 
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IX. 


mortified  and  chagrined  hy  his  disappointtnent,  he  at- 
tempted to  vindicate  Conway,  by  convppting  Lord  Sterl- 
ing's informatinn  into  a  forgery,  of  which,  to  soolb  ltfs 

liMf'the  JtittiC0^(ir  bim  from 

the  pinnacle  of  undeserved  fame  to  the  abyss  of  huaiiiia- 
tion — an  object  of  compasKion.*        ^  ♦  »  v« 

But  Loi*d  Sterling  in  his  letter  to  me  of  the  18th  of 
Marcb»  esplicitiy  admits  that  the  conversfttion  at  Read- 
ing respecting  Coiiway%  ietter*  *•  pa$M  In  a  'prhdt 
eomptmy  ditfiag  a  mv&Md  'hmrj^  ^dnch  flatly  contra^ 
Asti  ilB  report' Itf  QiMMkl^askingtoii  and  acqaits  me 
of  dishonour ;  the  whole  tenor  of  (jeneral  Gates's  let- 
ter, to  General  Washington  of  December  8th,  admits 
the  existence  of  the  fact  which  be  afterwards  denies^  and 
tbe  €liarge  lie  makes,  that «  THons  kbttbbs  ratis  mm 
wtmAtomx  cmmD/^  Manated  firom  the  sasiiidoB  he 
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««I  wiihthiskllwaMyiBd  ivmiiiiet  hon^  and  that  JOB 
fimoeier  have  efleot«d  every  good  purpose  by  your  {omaqy.  b 
gtrd  to  myielf,  (for  I  kRow  nothing  of  public  liBdrtJ  I  remain  in  a 
SKMt  dif  tretsful  sitaation,  neither  Congress  nor  General  Warftinytoa 
having  dei^ed  to  give  me  iny  anewer  to  the  letters,  I  wrote  ♦^nn 

upon  my  leaving  Philadelphia.   Oh  P  s  had  I  never  left  my  peaee* 

ful  cottage  and  paid  but  half  the  attention  to  my  private  coneeif|i 
which  I  paid  to  the  public's,  my  son  had  been  ahve,  and  my  circum- 
stances  infinitely  beyond  what  they  now  are;  but  by  serving  the  Unit- 
ed States  I  have  lost  one  and  almost  ruined  the  other.  I  am  now  s 
Qencnl  Withent  pey,  without  provisions,  without  forage,  and  without 
tfiiy  thisf  t  oi^t  in  honour  and  conscience  to  be  supplied  with. 
The  most  implaoible  enemief,  seldom  carry  resenuneots  tu  suoh 
enonnoui  lengths  at  thoee  praetised  upon  me.  The  base  Carthage- 
newmiu^itd  SMiti|q^«  and  the  cruel  Spaniards  murdered  Coludk- 
h«i  ^fWaat  bet  1  tnue,  AmmtaBB  Mtpeodencevlllte 
«iih  moM  tMenas.eMMtmii,  Xcsbmi  vritemaa 

vou  Witt  ttfesent  our  aon^li.— f  to  if-  p  ,  ^  f^rwX^i 

horXtio  gatesl 
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attached  to  Colonel  Hamilton,  which  alone  could  have  in-  chap. 
duced  him  to  stir  the  inquiry,  in  tlie.  awful  and  exigent  ^^J^!^ 
manner  be  did  in  that  letter,  nor  co«ild  any  less  extraor- 
dinary motive,  have  induced  him  to  hazard  the  violation 
of  the  rules  of  decorum  and  the  principles  of  service,  by 
addrcssins;  the  commander  in  chief  on  a  subject  of  ex- 
treme delicacy,  in  an  open  letter  transmitted  through  the 
President  of  Congress.  But  1  trespass  on  the  time  of 
the  reader,  in  this  attempt  to  throw  light  on  a  subject,  so 
ably  and  candidly  discussed,  at  the  time,  by  General 
Washington  himself,  as  to  cover  his  adversary  with  the 
shame  and  humiliation,  betrayed  in  the  following  letter 
abounding  with  adulation  and  hypocrisy;  wherein  he  ap« 
pears  to  abandon  the  question  and  tacitly  acknowledge, 
that  lie  had  been  overreached  by  his  ow  o  artiilces.  t 

w  Fork,  Feb.  19ih,  ±77$* 

«  Sir, 

«  Yesterday  I  had  the  honour  to  roceive  your  excel* 
lency's  letter  of  the  9th  instant,  and  earnestly  hope  no 
'  more  of  that  time  so  precious  to  the  public,  may  lost 
upon  the  aubject  of  General  Conway^s  letlerf  whether  that 
gentleman  docs  or  does  not  deserve  the  suspicions  yoti  ex* 
yresSf  wovJd  be  entirely  indifferent  to  me,  did  he  not  pos- 
sess an  office  of  high  rank  in  the  army  of  the  United 
States,  for  tluU  reason  solely,  I  wish  he  may  answer  all 
the  expectations  of  Congress.    As  to  the  gentleman  I 
have  no  persoiud  connexion  with  him,  nor  had  I  any  cor* 
respondence,  previous  to  his  writing  the  letter  which  lias 
given  offence;  kor  have  1  slnce  written  to  him, 
save  to  certify  what  I  know  to  be  the  contents  of  the  Utter  : 
hCf  thirefore,  must  be  responsible  ,*  aa  I  heartily  dislike  con* 
troversy  even  upon  my  own  account  and  much  more  in  a 
matter  wherein  1  was  only  accidentally  concerned.  In 
regard  to  the  parts  of  your  excellency's  letter  addressed 
particularly  to  me  /  solemnly  declare  that  I  am  of  no  foe* 
tion ;  and  if  any  of  my  letters  taken  aggregately  or  by 
paragraphs  convey  any  meaning,  which  in  any  construc- 
tion is  offensive  to  your  excellency,  that  was  by  no  means 
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dlA?.  tlic  intention  o[  the  writer,  after  thisy  I  Cannot  believe 
yiiur  cxrellpiu  v  will  either  suffer  your  suspicions  or  the 
prejudice  oi  otlicrs,  to  induce  jou  to  spend  aootber  mo- 
MH  apeii  Uuft  subject. 

a  With  gmt  Niveo^  I  Mif  8ir» 

«  Your  eKeclie«ef*8 
^    ««Moft«lieffieiit  bnoAleflervaiit^ 

"  HORATIO  GATES. 
A  Mxce&encif  Gtmrdl  WifMngton/^ 

« 

*  <  ■ 

«  fUey  J^^>  F€5.  irrs. 

•Sir, 

«<  I  ycstcrdaj'  recei  ved  your  lavour  of  the  19th  instant, 
I  am  as  averse  to  contro vTrsy  any  man,  and  had  I  not 
been  forced  into  i^  jrou  never  would  have  had  occasion 
to  ioiputtt  to  mCy  even  a  shadow  of  a  disposition  towards 
it*  -  Yenr  repeatedly  and  solemnly  dtBclatming  any  ollbn^ 
DlYe  Tiews  In  thttie  matters,  which  have  heen  the  aidijict 
if  your  past  correspondence,  malces  me  willing  to  doee  - 
Willi  the  desire  yon  express  of  burying  them  hereafter  in 
silence^  and,  as  iar  as  futui*c  events  will  permit,  oblivion* 

M  My  temper  lead.s  me  to  peace  and  harmony  with  all 
men,  and  it  is  particularly  my  wish  to  avoid  any  personal 
ibodB  or  diflsensionB  with  those  who  are  emharked  in  the  ^ 
asm*  great  national  interest  with  myseift  as  every  dif-  ' 
ference  of  this  kind  musty  in  its  consequences,  be  in- 
.  juiious. 

« I  am,  Sir, 

^  *  "  Your  most  obedient  servant, 

<«  GO/WASHINGTON« 

Maj&r'gentral  Gates." 

But  in  respect  to  this  letter  of  Conway  ahont  which 

such  a  noise  was  made,  Genera!  Gates  was  so  much 
pleased*  with  it,  that  he  read  it  in  triumph,  and  Conway 
himself,  liatterod  by  the  applause  be  acquired  from  the 

9        ♦  • 
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Digitized  by  Google 


1 


GENERAL  WILKINSON.  409 

enemies  of  General  Washington  for  tliis  performahre,  cRAP. 
yielded  to  the  amour  propre,  and  made  no  secret  of  the 
contents;*  and  to  these  concurrent  facts,  the  opinion  of 
the  hosom  friend  of  General  Gates  mijs;ht  he  added,  to  ab- 
solve me  from  the  foul  imputation  levelled  at  my  honour. 
Major-general  Charles  Lee  thus  expressed  himself  in  a 
letter  to  General  Gates,  bearing  date,  «  Philadelphia, 
March  29th,  J  779.  With  i*espect  to  Wilkinson,  I  really 
think  he  has  been  a  man  more  sinned  agaiiust  than  any,  I 
think  (at  least  from  all  I  have  been  able  to  gather)  that 
lie,  as  well  as  your  honour,  has  been  made  a  most  egre- 
gious dupe  in  the  affair  between  you.  It  is  a  dark  black 
piece  of  busiiiesSf  and  I  have  no  doubt  icUl  one  day  be  dis- 
closed to  the  world;  he  was  put  on  a  wrong  scent,  wlien  he 
aimed  his  pistol  at  your  head,  and  you  when  you  aimed  at 
his.  Alexander  (pas  le  grand  mais  le  gros)  and  his  Ile- 
phsestion  M<  Williams  were  tlie  proper  objects  of  your  re- 
spective resentments.''  And  to  fulfil  the  prediction  of 
tliis  singular  compound  of  good  and  evil,  of  gi*eatness  and 
littleness,  was  among  the  incitements  which  determined 
me  to  undertake  tlie  toilsome  duty,  of  leaving  behind  me 
these  records  of  my  independence,  my  disintei*estedness, 
my  in)iocence,  my  honour,  and  my  persecutions. 

After  perusing  the  letters  placed  before  me  by  General 
Washington,  1  explained  to  his  entire  satisfaction.  Gene- 
ral Gates's  scandalous,  but  cunning  allusion  to  my  ob- 
servation respecting  Colonels  Hamilton  and  IVoup,  and 
requested  a  copy  of  the  letters,  with  which  1  was  furnish- 
ed ;  I  retired  soon  after  dinner  to  my  quarters,  I  confess 
in  no  very  pleasant  mood,  and  determined  to  resign  my 
appointment  of  secretary  to  the  war  department,  which  I  / 
carried  into  execution  a  few  days  after  in  the  following 
letter. 


«  Reading,  March  29th,  177$. 

«<  Sir, 

«  While  I  make  my  acknowledgments  to  Congress  for  ^ 
the  appointment  of  secretary  to  the  board  of  war  and  ^ 

*  See  Gordon,  page  3S6. — Graydon's  Memoirt,  page  C78. 

vol*.  L  3  F 
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CH/lP.  ordiMMiM»  I  am  sorry  I  sliotiM  lie  couMtJifaed  to  resign 
that  oAce  ;  but  aPter  tlic  acts  of  tnadui  y  ami  falselioodf 
in  wliicli  I  have  iletertcMl  Major- general  Gatrs,  the  fire- 
uileRi  of  that  board*  it  is  iin possible  for  oic  to  reconcile  it 
to  my  honour  to  serve  with  him* 

«<  I  have  the  honow*  to  fae^  Sir* 
**  Yoor  obedient  am-anty 

«<JA&  WILKfliSON. 

«  Ae  Btm.  Htnry  Lamrmu  Bsq. 

FrcsulciU  iij  Congress.^ 

I  had  iwevioubly  resigned  iny  brevet  of  brigadier-ge- 
neral on  grounds  cif  patriotiani»  but  1  atill  retained  mj 
coaifliiflslon  of  colonel*  which  never  was  to  my  knoM  iedl^a 
m ofced ;  yet  the  domiiiant  influence  of  General  Gateo, 
a«d  the  feada  aad  fiwtioaa  and  intrigues  wbtcb  pfrvailed 
in  Congress  and  fa  the  army  at  that  day,  threw  roe  oat 
of  employ^  but  on  the  24th  day  of  July,  irry,  thr  Con- 
gress appointed  ine  dothii  r-gi  rict  al  (o  the  army  of  the 
United  Stateif  which  office  I  accepted  for  tlie  foilowinf 
veaaons. 

lat-ii-It  dhicredited  a  report  pot  in  cifcnlation»  that  I 
had  by  mj  condact  to  General  Gates*  Csrfeited  the  public 
conftdencc 

£d.~ft  gratified  my  aflTections  by  associating  me  with 
my  military  friends,  who  were  of  the  first  rank  and 
wortlj,  and  among  tlieni,  1  can  name  Greene,  St.  Clair* 
6m  ail  wood*  Jkuoz*  Wayne*  U.  Williaroa*  U*  Lee*  4kc; 
and 

Sd«— It  indulged  my  leading  passion*  by  furnishing  mt 
the  opportunity  to  witness  and  participate  fa  Che  opera- 
Hons  of  the  war. 
I  regret  that  the  limits  prescribed  to  these  memoirs* 

should  compel  me  in  this  place,  to  close  my  details  of  the 
incidents  of  the  rcvoluli  ui,  w  hirli  fell  under  my  own  ob- 
servation, or  are  founded  on  the  information  of  conspicu- 
ous actors  in  tlie  most  interesting  scenes;  because  prac* 
tical  knowledge  is  derived  from  observation  and  ezpe- 
Hence,  tNifch  famish  the  ablest  gnUfai  to  the  itatesimui 
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as  well  as  the  solilier.  At  a  time  of  more  leisure  and  CHAr. 
convenience  I  slmil  resume  the  sebieen  end  complete  '''' 

wliat  1  liave  bi'i^un,  being  persuaded  that  however  I  may 
fail  to  iiitereiit  t»r  amuse  the  reader,  I  shall  {>erpetuatc 
eume  facts  which  may  be  servircablc  Ut  liic  future  histn^ 
vv.w.  At  present  to  compass  the  objects  before  me,  anil 
fulfil  my  enga^mentst  I  am  obliged  to  Invite  the  iitten« 
tion  of  my  readers  to  matters  of  more  recent  date*  whiciN 
if  not  so  interesting,  may  be  found  more  nsefol. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

« 

« 

•I  ^not  at  affairs  on  the  roesUm fimtUr  in  tb$  OMtumn  if 
1806. — ^ggrtssioM  <f  the  cUkoou  of  ffte  Umted  States, 

with  the  connivance  of  t/ie  governnunt. — Secret  mustoiu 
of  Shaler  and  RoHnson. — Declaration  of  Lord  TempU 
in  176S. — ^^pplicablc  Id  our  oicn  air  cj  tins  lances. — Salti- 
tarff  policy  fon-ards  the  Spanish  Cortes,  and  the  cotue* 
^nencei.— «ACr.  MdiMn  mi  Dr.  Eustis. — ExaminaHon 
of  the  poliey  to  b»  punued  rdaHve  to  the  Mexican  jprm 
vtfices« — IMr  «ai^  dmaU  miA  proiiictunu^Mffl^te  of 
lAeti*  emaneipaUoth'-^Ceaue  qf  the  reflectione  made  there- 
on. — Report  of  a  tour  from  Micogdoches  to  the  city  oj 
Mexico  and  from  iktncc  tu  i  era  Cri^z>  ami  J\"txv  OrUan^, 

CHAP.  Thte  pretensions  of  the  United  Statt-a  lo  the,  iinsct- 
^-^-^  tied  western  boundary  of  Louisiana,  induced  tlie  Spanish 
government  in  tiic  npring  of  1S06,  to  push  forward  a  mi* 
liUry  corps  and  take  poiisession  of  the  country  east  of  the 
Sabine  river»  as  far  as  the  Arroyo  Honda»  a  small  rivulet 
within  six  miles  of  Natchitoches,  which  the  Spanish  com- 
mander. Governor  Herrara,  claimed  as  the  ancient  houn- 
dary  of  the  province  of  Texas.  To  repel  the  iuvasion, 
the  President  of  tlir  L  iiilcd  States  oHered  a  small  body 
of  troops,  to  he  ahsembk-d  at  Natcliitoches,  where  1  found 
Uieiu  unprepared,  even,  in  ttic  indispensable  article  of  am- 
munition ;  as  soon  as  this  detachment  was  equipped  for 
action,  I  advanced  aj^inst  the  Intruders,  who  prevented 
a  collision  of  arms,  by  suddenly  withdrawing  behind  the 
Sabine;  and  a  pacific  convention  ensued,  by  which  it  was 
stipulated,  that  the  ground  between  the  Sabltic  and  thu 
Arroyo  Honda,  should  not  he  entered  on  by  the  citizens 
orsubjectsof  either  party, pendin,^  the  discussions  hcfwcen 
the  two  {;ovenimciits.  This  convention  was  respected  by 
tiie  Spaniards,  but  little  re|;ardwas  paid  to  it  by  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States.  Subsequent  to  this  iQcideiit* 
sundry  aggressions  have  been  made  on  the  provlnGe  of 


Digitized  by  Google 


^BMERAL  WIUUNSON 


418 


rexasy  by  our  citizens  in  that  quarter ;  not  undei*  iim  chap. 
cUractant^ity  of  nur  gowiMieatybut,  from  thefulluwuig^^^^^^ 
cinmmsiafim  it  lias  bM  ^nmuBMit  witb  its  connivance. 

In  the  jenft  i8i^iS»  a  Mr.  Shaler^  who  was  consi- 
dered a  secrot  agent  of  the  United  States,  took  bis  station 
at  Natchitoches,  and  1  Have  good  cause  for  beliff,  that 
this  gcntloiTiiiH  pruccciied  to  tlic  ntv  (jf  St.  Aii'(jHi<)t  and 
there  juim  il  the  armameiit  of  General  Toiedo ;  but  the 
adverse  fortunes  of  the  patriots,  obliging  him  to  retire 
from  the  Spanish  province,  be  returned  to  the  citjr  of 
Washingtofeif  and  bas  since'  receiFod  a  foreign  ajipoint- 
nent  of  high  trnsl;  ^  Abent  the  same  time  a  Doctor  So- 
binsont  whom  I'  bail  employed  to  aocomjiiuiy  Captain 
Pike,  in  cxplorine:  the  sources  of  Red  River,  was  sent  by 
tlie  j2^o\i:niaicMt.  on  a  secret  ex  [uHliliuii,  into  ilir  int<'HiHl 
Spanish  provini;t54i,  litre  ht;  cojiumicd  se\€iai  months, 
and  i  saw  him  at  New  Orleans,  as  he  returned  to  tlie 
seat  of  goTsrnment  to  make  bis  report^  since  which  time 
1  know  not  wlMlt  bas  become  of  him ;  be  was  a  fa?oaTtte 
of  Cieneral  Pike,  a  man  faithful  to  his  country,  and  of 
great  hardihood  aind  enterprise.  I  am  unacquainted  with 
the  particular  service,  on  whiclt  those  erentlcmcn  wei*e 
eui j'1t)\ (  tl,  for  although  in  the  cliiel  liiililai}  C(unui;iiid, 
on  liic  Mississippi,  and  possessinij  tenft)!d  knowledge  of 
the  topograpiiy  and  population  of  tiie  Mexican  provinces* 
and  of  the  political  views  of  the  Mexicans,  founded  on 
more  than  twentj  jears  researchi  I  received  no  intima- 
tion of  the  oljects  of  those  missions. 

In  the  year  ±765,  when  the  celebrated  William  Pitt 
and  his  whig  associates,  were  struggling  agiiinst  the  cur- 
it  nf  of  executive  iufluenf  f,  llic  incrcasiiie-  corruption  «d 
tlie  Driti.sh  cabinet,  and  the  party  behind  the  throne,  the 
vu'tuons  Lord  Temple  exclaimed,  «  i  detest  with  ferven- 
cy and  sincerity,  a  government  of  secresy,  hypocrisy  and 
treachery/'  and  it  rests  with  the  people  of  these  states^ 
whom  it  vitally  interestSf  to  decide  how  far  these  deform- 
ed .features  ma}  a{)ply,  to  the  administration  of  our  own 
republican  goveminciiL ;  jior  is  it  unwortliy  of  inquiry, 
whetlier  oliicial  malversations  have  nut  been  couiitcnau- 
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CHAP,  red,  truths  Rupprrsseil,  and  trauds  and  misrcprcsenta- 
J^'  ti'tm  resomd  to,  to  upliokl  |>ersonal  ambition,  and  favour 
individual  Btiterests,  in  preferrncc  to  the  pitUic  weal. 
11ie  puUiG  weal !  alas !  ii  liaa  bceu  long  atnce  Btcrilicad 
to  farti«»its  itiftnence;  and  tlia  obliquUj  of  tmcliciitfy  ii  '* 
prafpmd  to  tlie  rectitiHle  of  integrity. 

To  iTcor'^to  our  Spanish  relational  althoo^li  it  might 
be  presiiiiipUious  Tor  lue  to  .say.  wliat  ought  to  have  been 
thr  conduct  of  the  cxerutivo  ttjwards  that  nation  ;  yet,  I  ' 
have  no  lii'sitation  to  derlai'e,  if  the  decilioR  had  rested 
with  ine,  the  CortcR  would  have  been  acknowledged  and 
their  minister  received^  at  a  timet  when  the  nation  wa» 
engaged  in  defence  of  those  ant  red  rtghtsy  which  they  as- 
siated  us  to  establish.  Such  ft  derision  would  have  met 
the  manly  feelings  of  the  country,  and  fostered  the  love 
of  liberty  in  our  own  hfKS<)nis ;  it  would  Iiave  enlivened 
public  spirit,  and  pointed  the  virtue  ot  the  patriot,  with 
the  honour  oi'  tiie  man ;  and  wiiat  would  have  been  the 
result  of  this  magnanimous  policy  ?  I  am  almost  autho* 
vised  to  assert,  and  do  verily  helieve»  that  oar  claims  for 
spoliationa  would  have  been  cancelledt  hy  the  concession 
of  the  Floridas*  and  the  western  limits  of  Louisiana  would 
have  been  adjusted  to  our  satisfaction:  and  thus  the 
grounds  of  future  warn  wouhl  have  been  extinguished. 
Hot  coidd  we  expert  to  find  spirit  or  patriotism,  or  pub- 
lic virtue,  in  President  Madison?  Yes!  Doctor  Eustis  has 
proclaimed  to  the  world*  that  he  is  the  most  perfect  of 
men/'  and  for  the  discoveryt  tlie  Doctor  has  been  recom- 
pensed with  a  diplomatic  appointment,  where  none  was 
necessary,  at  the  expense  of  an  hundred  thousand  dollars 
of  the  public  treasure ;  a  high  price  for  a  9ptfrt  of  adulation. 

But  tl»c  eri^r  is  irrecoverahly  past;  and,  now,  should 
we  iru|uire  lor  that  coorfro  ot  policy  towards  SpaiUf  which 
may  be  most  favourable  to  the  Lnitcd  States,  we  shall 
find  the  question  wrapped  in  perplexities,  which  deeply 
Invalve  the  best  feelings  amd  Interests  of  confeder^ed 
America*  I  will  haxnrd  a  summary  analysis  of  the  sub* 
jectf  in  the  hope,  that  however  foreign  to  the  pursuits  of 
my  life,  I  may  perchance  give  birth  to  a  sug^stion,  sus- 
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the  un^  is  the  palladium  of  our  political  salvation,  and 
the  pr<;^ervatinn  of  the  national  government,  indispensa- 
ble to  otir  social  rights  and  happiness ;  these  form,  or 
should  form,  the  great  primary  objects  of  our  cares  and 
solicitudes,  and  of  consequence  that  course  of  policy  ought 
to  be  pi  eferred,  which  is  best  calculated  to  preserve  and 
perpetuate  them.  Then  let  us  inquire,  whether  the  union 
and  the  constitution  of  these  states,  may  be  best  supported 
and  protected,  by  restraining  our  enterprise  to  legitiniato 
bounds,  and  confining  our  piditical  pursuits  to  our  own  na- 
tional limits;  leaving  all  other  powers  and  {people,  Ui  tho 
unmolested  enjoyment  of  those  indefeasible  rights,  which  • 
we  ourselves  claim ;  ''to  manage  our  own  aflTairs  in  our 
own  way  ?"  or  wliether  those  fundamental  rights  and  in- 
terests may  be  best  secured,  by  stepping  over  the  national 
bounds,  and  violating  the  sovereignty  of  a  power  at  peace 
with  us,  expressly  to  establish  the  independence  of  a  peo- 
ple, solicitous  for  an  alliance  with  us,  founded  on  local  in- 
terests and  political  sympathy ;  and  who  in  a  state  of 
freedom,  would,  from  their  proximity  and  their  popula- 
tion, become  a  powerful  all^  ;  or  reduced  to  a  state  of 
vassalage  under  an  enterprising  prince,  miglit,  from  the 
same  causes,  be  converted  into  unfriendly  neiglibours^  or 
dangerous  enemies. 

The  candid  examination  of  these  propositions  in  their 
order,  will  on  one  hand  present  to  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  the  sources  of  peace,  safety,  progressive 
improvement,  national  prosperity  and  individual  happi- 
ness, with  the  full  enjoyment  of  those  rights,  powers  and 
relations,  which  are  essential  to  the  peaceful  adjustment 
of  our  controversies  with  Spain,  by  amicable  negociation 
on  grounds  of  equity.  But  on  the  other  hand,  a  very  dif- 
ferent prospect  is  pi-escnted  to  the  American  people,  more 
glorious  indeed  but  less  felicitous ;  we  behold  it  pregnant 
Witli  war  and  productive  of  expense,  but  it  will  increase 
our  present  power,  exalt  our  national  character^  swell 
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CHAF.  our  politieal  importMiceyOpeii  to  us  newMrceBof  imitii 
and  give  liberty  to  millions.  This  is  the  fair  side  of  the 
picture  |  let  us  ioolc  at  the  reverse,  it  will  augment  exe- 
culive  patronage  unil  multiply  the  sources  of  cot^uption; 
it  will  oppn  a  boundless  range,  to  the  enterprise  ^d  am- 
bition of  oar  adventurous  countrymen;  will  dissipate  our 
population^  and  by  distending  the  bounds  of  tlie  union 
will  accelerate  Its  dissolution. 

Such  are  the  political  conseqoencest  but  let  as  see  what 
may  be  the  natural  effects,  of  our  political  association  witli 
independent  Spanish  America.  Tlie  Mexican  kingdoms 
taken  in  their  extent,  from  the  istiimus  of  Darien  to  the 
source  of  the  Ri6  Bravo,  produce  a  greater  variety  of 
necessaries,  comforts  and  luxuries^  than  any  equal  por- 
tion of  tiie  globe  ;  where,  besides*  can  we  find  every  fruit 
and  every  product*  which  grows  in  the  western  hemts- 
pliere*  with  lead*  iron»  copper,  silrerf  and  gold  ?  the  aur* 
face  of  this  section  of  the  Spanish  Indies  is  diversified  by 
hills,  vales,  mountains,  and  plains,  the  arable  part  of 
\sliicl;  IS  represented  to  be  exceedingly  luxuriant;  it 
abounds  witii  docks  and  iierds,  and  its  population  at  the 
present  time  can  be  little  short  of  eight  millions,  which 
under  a  free  government  must  increase  rapidly,  the  cH- 
mate  being  divine ;  the  cotton  plant  when  cultivated  is 
quadrennial*  the  third  crop  being  tlie  most  productive  ;  it 
dtSbrs  from  that  of  tlie  United  Stotes  In  colour  and  qua- 
lity* and  I  iiave  understood  is  preferable.  The  soil  in 
tlie  appropriate  latitude  is  very  lavourable  to  the  culture 
of  sugar,  and  I  have  seen  specimens  from  Vera  Crtiz  of 
superior  quality.  Self-government  in  such  a  region  will 
expand  the  intellect*  and  roust  excite  enterprise  and  in* 
4ttstry,  which  will  soon  be  followed  by  the  civil  artSf 
agriculture  and  commerce;  and  then  tlie  Immense  plains  of 
Texas,  embracing  mUlions  of  acres*  may  be  changed  from 
a  state  of  nature  into  compact  sugar  and  cotton  planta- 
tions, and  Mattagorda  become  a  port  of  primary  import- 
ance. 

With  the  most  fiivourablo  dispositions  towards  the 
Mexican  people*  whose  cause  Cannot  be  Indillbrent  to  a 
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man  who  worships  human  rights,  as  the  richest  cnrthly  cHAP. 
treasure,  I  have  been  h  ii  by  the  paiufiHuint  duty  to  my  . 
country  to  subiiiit  to  my  fclhiw  citizens,  tlirse  limited  ^^'^'^^ 
views  of  a  m<i8t  important  question  to  themselves  and 
poftterity.   Tber?  can  be  no  doubt  tliat  the  independence 
of  the  Mexican  kingdomii  may  be  estahliaiied  by  ttie  mm 
▼olittnn  of  the  United  States,  ami  if  we  commit  our  feel- 
inj^s  only,  that  sympathy  which  apHnj^  out  of  the  anaIo«i*y 
of  their  present  cirrumstances  to  our  ownformercondition, 
would  im|>e|  us  to  iakc  arms  for  iht  ir  eiiianripation ;  but 
if  we  tornjHJr  our  Rcnsibilitiis  with  sound  discretion  and 
sober  reason,  suggestions  well  worthy  consideration  may 
arise  out  of  the  paramount  obligations  of  seif-preaerration. 

With  due  deference  I  submit  these  speculations  to  the 
good  sense  of  my  countrymen*  and  shall  proceed  to  lay  « 
before  them  the  substanoe  of  a  report,  whlHi*  in  the  pre« 
sent  agitation  of  >ie:kitan  aflfairs,  cauuut  iuii  la  imeicst 
the  reader.  * 

As  soon  as  I  had  disengaged  myself  from  the  Spaniardii 
Sit  tlie  Sabine  River,  in  the  autumn  of  180G,  and  was  sa- 
tisfied an  illicit  project  was  on  foot,  which  menaced  the 
Spanish  provinces,  as  well  as  the  peiMre  of  the  United 
States,  1  determined,  on  grounds  of  public  duty  and  pro- 
fessional enterprise,  to  attempt  to  penetrate  tlie  veilf 
whif  h  cone  ealed  tl»e  topugraphical  route  to  the  city  of 
Mexico,  and  the  military  defences  which  intervcnt'd, 
feeling  that  the  cquivocai  reialious  of  tlie  two  countries 
justifted  the  ruse.  To  facilitate  my  views,  i  |)rcj>ared  a 
suitable  passport,  and  committed  the  execution  of  the  da- 
aign  to  a  dear  and  honoured  (VIend,  whose  zeal  and  pa- 
triotism, were  unequalled  but  by  his  Intfgrity,  and  hor 
aour,  and  his  fitness  for  tlie  undertaking. 

**7\KaU  Ptntms  whom  these  Presents  may  eoneerm*^ 

*<Kifow  Ye — ^That  whereas   ,  at  the  head  of  a 

powerful  combination  of  lawless  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  in  violatiim  of  the  laws  of  the  said  states,  and 
without  the  privity,  of  the  government,  is  preparing  to 
carry  »ti  f  xpedition  into  the  territories  of  his  OatholiQ 
VOL.  I.  a'G 
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CHAP.  Majesty,  a  prince  at  peace  with  the  Ltiiteil  States;  I 
h:ive  tlmuj^lit  propci ,  agi  Ltcalily  to  the  principles  ot  good 
faitf),  iiinl  tf»  exrmerale  iny  government  from  any  par- 
ticipation in  tiie  sinister  project,  to  authorise  Uie  bearer 

hereof  ,  to  pass  all  guards  ami  garrisons  of  the 

Uniteil  StateSf  ami  to  proceed  to  the  ciljr  of  Mexico*  ^ot* 
the  purpose  of  rendering  to  the  vtceroj  a  detailed  report 
of  said  ^— *8  plans  and  designs. 

««  Given  at  Natehez«  territory  of  the  Mississippi,  No* 
veatuerl5th,  1SU6.    Witness  Uiy  liand  and  seal  arms* 

[iBAi.]  (Signed)         «JA,  MII^IkI^JSOIJ.'' 

Extract  Jrom  a  report  rendered  to  Brigadier-general  ffUkiii' 
soH$  by  CoU  » dakd  J>l"ew  Orleans^  Mar.  7tk,  ±S07* 

•  «<  I  am  aboet  to  give  you  an  accoant  of  mj  late  trip^ 

which  being  altogether  from  memt)ry,  cannot  be  so  cor- 
rect as  I  could  desire,  or  you  may  expect.  I  have  been 
hurried  over  a  road  nj  more  than  isvi  Ive 'hnniii  rfl  mHes, 
fearful  of  makiu.c^  irujuiry  !pst  I  slitjiild  be  susj)ccleil, 
ami  obliged  therefore  to  trust  to  transient  ohservatioaf 
and  the  information  incidental  to  conversation* 

*•  To  avoid  confusion*  I  have  drawn  up  a  descriplieii 
of  the  route  and  distoncesy  which  yon  will  find  annexed; 
and  in  this  letter  I  shall  confine  myself  to  such  observa- 
tions and  occurrences^  as  I  can  clearly  recollect  and  are 
worthy  of  notice, 

«  I  arrived  at  Nacos;duchcs  without  obstruction  on  the 
29th  November.  At  tliis  place  Governor  fiemra*  was 
In  command 9  to  whom  I  shewed  your  passport*  which 
gave  him  much  alarm.  The  place  I  filled  in  the  cam* 
paign,  gave  me  unexpected  importencey  but  be  was  very 

anxious  to  know  every  thing  about   ,  and  his  plans. 

1  said  enniip:li  to  int  riase  his  appi'ehensioii ;  observing,  I 
was  ]>r(ihiliitcd  givinc:  the  particulars  to  aii,>  jjcrson  but 
the  viceroy,  pretending  great  indifierence  whether  1  pro- 
ceeded or  not. 

*  This  gentfeman  was  made  priaoner  at  St.  Antonio,  by  a  body  of 
imurfcnts,  and  with  a  titimber  of  oiBoers,  waa  murdered  in  caM 
blood. 
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*«  After  a  delay  of  fuur  davs  lie  informrtl  me  I  roisjlit  cuikP. 
pporecd,        tliat  lie  would  send  Win  son  w  ith  ine,  under  ^' 
the  very  civil  pi'etenco  of  accommoilatini;  me,  but  in  Tad 
to  have  a  watch  over  ne.   He  told  me      «  and  . 
were  at  8t  Antoniop  aaci  adviaad  aie  to  leave  that  place 
an  mj  rights  and  pass  hj  La  Baliia.  It  aeeiaedy  tluit 
liavinj^  made  up  liie  mind  to  let  me  go  ony  be  wae  de- 
sirous of  having  the  credit  of  sending  roc. 

«  I  accordingly  set  out  on  horseback^  ai  rompanicd  hj 

young  ,  on  the  6th  of  Di»c<*mber;  but  on  my  arrival 

at  La  Babia*  found  a  messenger  witti  an  invitatioup  but 

in  effect  an  order,  ttom  ,  to  visit  him  at  St  Aato- 

nlo.  Here  I  fovnd  the  CaptaiD-|>eneral  and  Ooverner 
— ■ »  He  received  me  very  poiltclj«  and  after  having  my 
passport  explained,  appeared  aatidled»  and  observed  **  it 
iras  a  strong  evidence  of  good  Aiith but  seemed  de* 
sirous  to  receive  every  lliing  1  had  to  communicate,  and 
to  save  me  the  trouble  of  a  ride  to  Mexico,  by  expatiating 
on  the  length  of  the  route,  and  the  diflicultics  1  shoahl 
have  to  encoonter;  but  the  objection  I  nmde  to  — —  wae 
repeated  to  hlm^  and  had  the  same  eflbctf  for  I  was  con* 
siderod  onder  military  Gonmaml»  (in  spite  of  whatever  I 
cottid  say  to  the  contrary^)  and  therelbre  had  no  dis- 
cretion left  me.  I  had  about  an  hour's  conversation  with 
this  gent  li  til  nil,  tluring  wiiirh  he  requested  to  with- 
draw; he  set  med  to  be  well  satisfied  with  the  result  of 
the  last  campaigDi  and  expressed  strong  wishes  that  the 
peace  of  the  two  countries  should  be  preserved*  I  fovnd 
him  a  man  of  the  world  and  of  information, 

Vi  I  learnt  that  his  government  was  quite  independent 
of  the  viceroyt  and  that  he  was  empowered  to  demand 
from  him,  six  thousand  regular  troops  for  the  defence  of 
his  i)r()\  ince8,  whenever  he  judged  it  to  be  necessary ; 
that  he  had  made  this  demand  tlie  last  year,  but  Unit  the 
viceroy  had  sent  him  only  militia  ;  it  was  however  inti- 
mated* that  the  case  wouU  he  different  the  approaching 
season.  * 

<«  He  gave  me  to  understand  that  his  foree  was  formi- 
dable>  and  that  the  frontier  wonid  be  reinforced  this 
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CHAP,   sprincr;  but  imtliinc;  fell  (torn  iiim  indir  ative  of  -du  hostile 
'~_     intention  i««war(ls  (ho  United  States;  yvi  he  c(mtri&«li( ted 
bitnsolf,  for  speaking  uf        >  with  detostatifiiiy  he 
4«  He  ifttsbed  be  hsd  Uoape  to  embk  liioi  to  eo*oper«le 
uritii  OB/' 

«  As  i  did  not  rcMme  my  ronUm  hf  La  Bohiaf  this 
may  be  the  most  pnipei*  place  In  offier  tlie  ffeflectimMr 

which  arnso  from  my  view  of  the  situation  of  that  place. 
It  is  a  \)  hvy  villa.^c,  situate  on  an  eminence  on  the  right 
bank  «»f  the  river  St.  Antonio,  about  thirt}  miies  from 
its  efflux  into  the  hay  of  St*  Uernard*  or  Matagurdfi» 
which  16  ca|iaUe  of  adnitting  veeseis  of  any  burthen,  and 
of  receivitigf  a  fleet.  1  am  pmtij  well  awared*  that  the 
Spaniards  are  prepariitff^  to  fiirm  a  Blroii|^  cetaUWiaieat 
at  thia  points  and  to  malKe  il  a  plaeeof  am;  and  I  have 
no  doubt  it  will  be  found  an  important  position,  to  o^ 
|>osc  any  irnipiiun  into  the  interior  provinces  fr*im  this 
quarter,  vvhicit  I  believe  to  hv  the  (inly  route  by  wliich 
a  successful  attempt  can  be  made,  to  conquer  or  rescue 
the  iiingdoros  of  Meaico :  therefoce,  ahoold  the  United 
State  find  it  necemryp  to  act  fiir  or  againat  that  coan- 
try»  it  should  be  a  iNisnary  olyect  to  get  |NMMBm  ef 
this  port»  which  from  Its  situation  coold  he  easily  defend- 
ed* and  where  our  stores  of  ammunition,  Artillery  and 
pmvisinns  shoukl  be  de{)osited;  as  no  obstarle  to  the 
toarrh  of  an  army  will  be  found  between  Nato^Um  Iils 
and  that  place,  the  intei*medi  <te  country  beings  as  yoa 
Will  observe  by  the  adjoined  nuteSf  almost  a  continnal 
^tatUy  with  no  rivers  which  are  not  easily  fiwdaUe^  a»4 
witliottt  defiles. 

«<  I  led  General  ^  on  the  SOth  of  Ooceinbery  and 
took  the  direct  route  from  St.  Antonio  to  Larredti,  on  the 
left  bank  of  Rio  Grande,  whi(  h  1  t  (  acliod  on  the  ii4tii, 
tlie  distance  hn\\;ii  r()i!i])iit»'d  at  l  iu  miles,  making  a  dif* 
ferencc  of  luiks  in  favour  of  the  route  by  La  fiahiSf 
which  is  also  preferable  on  account  of  water.  Ffon  Na^ 
cogdoches  to  Uiis  fdace,  we  pass  throogh  a  country  wil^ 
oncullivaled,  and  generally  bare  of  wood*  but  of  luxnriani 
aoU^  and  yet  exhibiting  the  laismbie  setaemento  of  N«» 
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cogdocliefly  St«  Antonio,  La  Bahiaand  Larredo  only^  with  chap. 
ft  population  of  eight  or  ten  tlwtiiwt  souU,  strangers  to  JL^ 
the  dvil  «rts»  and  siilMistkig  prinelpftUy  by  the  chase,  ""^^ 
This  camtiy  ahonMa  with  desTf  hdlUas  and  wild  homsi 
hilt  fttmishes  few  domestic  herds  er  focks* 

<«  I  crossed  tiie  Rio  Grande  on  Christmas  daj,  and 
rearlied  Monte  del  Rey,  nu  the  first  ol  January,  passing 
throiijsch  two  or  three  villages  (ni  my  route.  The  popu- 
lation increases  after  we  leave  Larredo»  and  the  country 
abounds  with  domestic  anisMds,  almost  b^ood  credibl* 
lity  i  the  pnce^  of  a  hnUrar  cow  (there  are  few  oxen)  beii^ 
fipouL  three  ID  sis  dnMawj  of  a  ahssp  ftw  half  a  dollar 
to  a  doNar*  and  iii'pr«>pofftian  fer  hoiMS  and  nraiss»  In 
thousands  and  tena^  thousands. 

«  From  Rio  Grande  the  country  rises,  and  you  i\n\\ 
the  surface  hrcjkt  rj  as  you  approach  Monte  del  Rey,  with- 
in thirty  or  fcjrty  miles  of  which  place,  you  first  discern 
distant  mountains.  Tliis  is  a  small  ctty^  the  ci^tal  of 
the  province  of  New  Leont  and  sid^iect  to  the  viceroy  of 
Mexkoy  sitoalsd  near  tho  foot  of  a  OMNintainy  nnd  hi  In* 
dlihMidly  hnUt;  the  hoMst^a  am  yety  gsnsraHy  fanned  of 
enhieai  masses  of  indoralsd  day,  which  hy  dr>  in,^  tnht 
the  appearance  of  stone,  but  are  not  proof  against  the 
torrents  of  rain,  which  fall  cturing  the  summtr  almost 
without  intermission  ;  the  remains  of  several  were  shewn 
mSf  which  had  been  washed  away  the  preceding  summers 
I  however  observed  several  private  halldings  of  stsno» 
which  looked  weB  $  their  pnhlic  odiftcos  nrs  snpsrh«  At 
this  place  yon  dmcovnr  tho  first  tmoes  of  fiorspsnn 
manners. 

«  The  population  of  this  priiviiicc  was  rrjinrtcd  to  me 
at  80,()(jO.  J  ventured  to  inquire  what  ihdl  of  the  <  ity 
niigiit  be,  but  going  satistaction :  I  thinii  it  cannot  exceed 
liiyOOO  sonls. 

<•  I  departed  ftwD  Monle  del  Bey  the  8d  of  Jannary^ 
and  immedialely  found  mymdf  sorronnded  by  hills ;  tho 
read  genemlly  winding  through  vaUies,  but  someHmea 

passin/?  over  rougii  undulating  grounds.  I  reaclu  ri  Sal' 
tie  or  baitilie^  on  the  5th.   This  luacc  is  tiunly  settled/ 


Digitized  by  Google 


MEMOiiiS  BY 


CUKP.  and  offered  the  first  ap{R 'trance  of  cultivation,  but  in  mi- 
^.^^^  serabie  style  indeed,  yet  produciug  wheat  and  Indian 
corn.  Saltille  is  situate  on  the  north-east  side  of  a  hil]» 
and  avetloolw  a  beaiitifiil  and  extensive  plains  partiaUy 
cttltitateil :  it  is  aomctliliig  largM*  than  Monte  M  Rej, 
and  the  stjrie  of  hoOdtng  precisely  tlie  flame*  Tkia  place 
is  remarlsable  for  an  annnal  fair,  held  in  Septenbery  and 
established  bv  custom  of  ancient  date,  at  which  the  mcr- 
chants,  traders,  mule-sellers,  and  a  host  of  people  from 
the  city  of  Mexico  and  the  southern  and  interna!  pro- 
Ttnces,  assemble  for  the  purposes  of  barter  and  sale ;  it 
is  also  the  residence  of  the  treasurer  of  the  internal  pro- 
vinccs  subjdct  to  Salcsdo.  Adjoined  to  SaltiUe  is  a  Imtgt 
Indian  town»  the  first  I  saw^  the  population  of  which  Is 
estimated  at  4(MN>0  sonhi. 

«  This  people  enjoy  a  government  independent  of  the 
officers  ot  S uliillo  ;  they  ( lioodc  their  governor  from  their 
own  body,  subject  tu  the  approval  nf  the  sovereign,  and 
select  their  magistrates  without  approval,  who  regulate 
all  matters  of  police,  and  determine  all  civil  controver- 
ales  I  of  their  procedure  in  criminal  cases^  I  could  get  no 
information :  thej  ba?6  a  protector  appointed  by  govern- 
menty  whose  doty  it  is  to  wnteh  over  their  Interests^  and 
see  fliat  they  are  not  abused  by  the  officers  of  the  pro- 
vince. I  observed  at  this  place  an  aqueduct  well  built 
of  stone,  \v))ich  conducted  a  copious  stream  of  water 
across  a  vaUey»  for  the  supply  of  t lie  town. 

«  I  pursued  my  journey  on  the  6th  for  the  city  of  St 
I^oqIs  Potosiy  and  reached  it  on  the  ISth»  generallj  over 
a  most  wretched  sterile  conntiyy  presenting  little  else 
than  stunted  palms  and  thorn*  which  did  not  affbrd  even 
a  shade  from  the  ardent  rays  of  the  sun.  The  i  oad  is 
good,  over  a  surface  rather  flat;  but  it  is  very  thiidy  set- 
tled, and  i^ives  veiy  few  instances  of  a_c;ririjUi;)-e ;  I  lay 
in  tlic  open  air  in  this  distance  two  nigiils  out  of  scvou* 
This  city  is  spacious  and  well  built  of  stone,  seated  on  a 
plain,  and  garrisoned  by  asmall  body  of  regular  troops^ 
under  the  command  of  an  Inspector,  with  the  rank  of  co- 
lonel |  the  population  must  be  between  fifty  and  sixty 
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Utousani]  souls.  -  On  the  evi-niiig  ut  my  arrival,  after  I  chap. 

mmih^  Bi^y^^fAi^'JBl^  ^  •gc«HnwiHl>^  me  ja .  Iris, 
cpaoii.  In  oi^dar  l»  M/^M  obflim^    it  .^nB  utcmmry  ( 

shoulil  keep  m.v  horsc^  ami  therefore  I  declined  ihu  mvi- 
taUuii,  .^iiN  in'j;  Mi;it  1  had  u  cuui|>;uaiai ;  tlic  serj^ant  re- 
quested uie  lu  be  particular  in  my  reply,  as  he  said  lio 
had  to  «  I'^port.f^  his  superior.'^  Soob  after  Uiis  a  Tefy 
genteel  man  |ir^ntcd  himself  tri  met  renewed  the  ofll^ 
which  lipifl  J|jBei^jiiM|fi»|te^  the  sergeasW  and  preArp, 
ed  a  efat^^iiiip^qii^^  my  compaaioiit  yauDf  j 
also*  ateliDg  to  ii|fi;^tha  eame  time»  that  the  ronte  wafi 
a  bad  one,  and  that  I  should  he  saved  erreat  t  vijosinon 
i.rul  rat}4C"e  h_v  afcuin pan \  ing  iiilii.  Slid  uimi-diis  to  a\i>i(l 
Uir  1  ;ii  ria^t'y  1  alh*g€ti  that  I  iiad  an  inierpreti^r  witii  me; 
hut  hc^t  oy^th|a difficulty  bj  ohserving^  he  could  make 
a  carlet  whff iac);0pi|ia wimI  hicn  go  on  honehack^  aad  then 
having  do  olh^.a|^  I  paaohiiged  to  accept  the  propo** 
sltioik.  -liua  «^  ,waa  the  (^eiid  of  the  inepector^  and 
I  clearly  peirc^Yed  waa^aqtiog  iinder  his  direcUooy  bat 
with  what  policy  1  could  not  divine.  Tlius  (  found  my- 
self comj)elled  hy  a  fcigiud  f  i.ilit\,  to  shut  myself  dji  in 
a  Spanish  coach  drawn  scvcji  m  ulr  ,  «>r  to  suhjecL  my- 
self to  suspicions,  which  i(  wm  my  business  to  avoid.  1 
U'i't  St.  Louis  Potosi  ynjJtL*  ■  ■  tj  on  the  lith,  and  reached 
St.  Migtiel  le  Gca^de  on  the  47 tb.  ;j|:hi8  city  is  situated 
on  the  f^xlivitj  of  a  ateep^hiUi  and  tnight  he  rendered  a 
formidable  pasg^  b^t.ia  without  works  or  guai-ds;  tlie 
houses  of  tlie  officers  and  gentry,  as  well  as  tl)c  public 
hujluiiigs,  arc  of  ston*  .  b,it  the  t^i-eater  j)art  arc  of  iiiiiu- 
rate'l  r]ny  :  this  is  a  cuiiaiderable  ptacc,  hut  1  liad  not  an 
o])poriunity  to  form  an  idei^  of  its  population-  I  found 
oiy  conductor  to  he  a  JHltiT®  Spain,  and  a  man  ol*  edu- 
cation, aad  diQcer^men|;|^bp^  he  did  not  offer  a  question 
or  colyect^re  as  to  my  p^sija^fm,  nor  did  he  drop  a  word 
respecting  the  jiolitics  j^^  h|s  country,  until  he  reached 
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CHAP.  «« Wc  departed  from  SL  Mii'ucl  the  IStli,  and  reaclird 
the  small  town  of  St.  Juaii  del  Rio,  the  next  day.  1  liw 
town  is  called  after  a  river  of  Uie  same  name,  on  the  right 
.^nk  of  which  it  is  sitoate;  it  is  a  small  streain*  ami  was 
•nearly  dry  vkben  we  crossed  it»  but  I  prssime  rises  very 
Blurb  in  the  rainy  seaBon^  from  iti  haviiig  a  high  atom 
bridge  thrown  over  it.  I  discerned  nothing  wmiby  of 
remaric  at  this  place,  which  we  left  on  the  SOtbt  In  tbo 
innrruug,  and  passin]^  several  Indian  villages,  some  of 
them  of  considerable  extent^  rcaciied  the  capital  on  tba 
morning  of  the  23d. 

M  The  country  from  St.  Louis  Potosif  thmugh  wliich 
tny  toate  lay  (I  was  told  there  were  several  otherss) 
Is  generaUy  smooth*  bnt  Intersected  by  some  hills  and 
rough  and  rocky  grounds.  I  noticed  one  remarkable 
defile,  formed  by  a  mountain  on  the  right,  and  a  pi*eci- 
pirc  on  the  left,  but  I  cannot  recollect  its  iocalily.  As 
we  approached  the  city,  cultivutifni  a]>peared  to  improve: 
yet  even  a^Jiiining  to  it,  I  discovered  nothing  which  an 
American  would  naturally  ex[iect  to  find  in  the  vicinity 
of  a  capital  city»  and  the  entire  defect  of  timber  throm^- 
ont  my  whole  roate»  left  me  at  a  Ipss  to  know  how  tht 
inhabitants  found  wood  for  building  or  fuel.  To  my  in- 
quiries on  this  subject,  the  reply  was  that  timber  for 
building  was  briiu^ht  from  iim  sides  of  tlie  mountains. 

««  On  my  arrival  I  put  up  at  a  hotel,  and  as  soon  as  I 
had  changed  my  dre^s,  was  conducted  by  the  adjtttant  of 
the  palace  to  the  viceroyt  to  whom  I  was  introduced  at  a 
public  audience :  he  received  me  with  much  coolness  and 
Indilference,  and  had  me  informed  immedialdy*  that  ha 
was  engaged  for  two  days,  and  when  he  wanted  to  see 
me,  would  let  me  know.  I  was  aware  that  — —  and  ■ 
migiit  have  advised  luiii  oi  my  a{>(>i'(»ach,  and  rhe  m^>tnes 
of  tny  vinit ;  but  i  could  not  conjecture  why  Uv  sitoidd 
treat  (he  information  with  such  slight,  and  so  very  dif- 
fSpmntly  from  those  <»(lieer8.  On  the  third  day  afterwards 
I  was  sent  for  to  attend  the  viceroy,  and  found  him  a  ith 
an  interpreter,  and  two  other  pei*sottfi ;  he  n*reive«l  ma 
politely  hut  coldl),  aud  with  evident  distrust^  and  with- 
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out  ieMng  utf  infornatloii  from  iibe»  observed  that  he  chap. 
Ibmd  beea  aiHaed  befiire  diy  arrival^  of         iiitcniled  ^ 
cntfNsdifion  by^-  %  afttf  cren  by  the  gazettes  of  tliis  rity,  ^^^''^^  « 
wMeh  hadf  preceded      three  days,  and  intimated  that 

my  information  could  be  of  no  ronsrqucm  c,  but  said  thai 
the  intontioii  .iiqn  art-cl  M  be  fair  ami  iiunourable.  Very 
fe^  words  |»as*ird,  aod  I  asked  him  to  fjivour  me  with  a 
passpnrty  and  to  allow  ode  to  return  by  aea»  to  which  he 
instaotiy  atefited  ^  ft  ^pfj^red  m  me»  without  reflec-» 
fion.  Qn  reeurring  to  tliia  acenet  I  can  but  auapert  the 
infbMntiOn  given  by  — — ,  was  not  of  a  nature  to  give 
afarrnt  Ai^  ttf^^  cause  I  Impute  the  vicei^y's  •*  sang 

<«  Tlie  route  to  Vera  Cruz  being  well  known,  I  liaj 
determined  to  return  by  land,  nn  a  road  different  Irum 
that  by  which  I  had  travelled ;  but  my  expenses  had 
ov^un  my  purse^  and  left  me  without  the  means  to  exe* 
cute  this  purpose* 

The  neitt  morning  I  received  my  passport,  giving 

the  leave  to  depart  when  I  pleased.  Tliis  day  ,  who 

liad  been  very  attentive  to  nie,  called  and  pressed  mc  to 
acct*|)t  his  pur  si,  w  lu(  h  I  rejected,  Idling  him  I  had  no  ^ 
occasion  for  it :  with  what  view  this  was  done  I  couid 
not  guess. 

««  Tile  liTening'  after  my  last  interview  with  the  vice* 
iby»  the  — ■  >»  for  the  first  time»  opened  bis  lips  on,  the 
.  o^ect  of  my  visit;  be  observed  be  bad  heard  tlie  mo« 
tfve  of  my  journey  bad  been  to  convey  important  intelli- 
gMfCC  to  the  viceroy  J  {hiit  he  wished  tc»  iivoid  any  ques* 
tion  whicli  might  be  improijcr,  but  requested  nie,  if  I 
could  do  it  with  propriety,  to  inform  him  whether  I  tiad 
given  the  names  of  any  traitors  in  the  counti^  to  the 
▼loerojrJ*'  My  reply  was  that  I  had  not.  •*  Aui  perhaps' 
yon  Wttld  have  done  so/*  replied  hep  «« If  the  viceroj' 
bad.befaaved  to  yoo  in  a  different  manner?''  I  answered^ 
No,  Sir,  I  would  not.  I  did  not  come  here  to  impli- 
cate any  individuid  of  this  country,  but  to  put  the  go- 
vernment on  its  guard  against  a  lawless  attack,  by  a 
banditti  of  my  own  countrymen."      But/'  said  he^ 

▼ox.  r*  s  H 
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CHAP,  a  sbould  the  viceroy  change  Us  condflct  towards  yoa, 

^^^Jii^  iDig;ht  you  not  be  induced  to  give  up  their  names?*'  I  felt 
some  emotion  and  replied  warmly^  No,  if  the  viceroy 
wore  to  go  on  Ills  kneevS,  I  would  not  give  him  a  name." 
1  had  marked  his  countenance,  which  was  overcast  witli 
deep  aolicitadey  but  he  now  respired  prafiMmdlj,  hia 
coontenance  brigbtenedy  and  he  appeared  greasy  re- 
lieved. A  moment  afteri  he  rtcotteeUd  thai  the  post  woold 
go  oat  in  the  morning,  and  reqaeated  my  perauarioD  to 
write  a  line  to  a  friend,  which  he  did  in  my  preaencCf 
and  shortly  after  withdrew.  The  next  day  he  called  ac- 
cording to  his  usual  custom,  and  after  a  few  common  ob- 
servations, turned  the  subject  to  the  state  of  Europe  and 
the  sitaation  of  Spanish  America;  he  obsew^  that  it  did 
not  appear  possible  to  resist  the  gigantic  power  of  France; 
acknowledged  that  Spain  was  in  a  state  of  complete  vas- 
salage, bat  observed  that  the  Icing  was  still  on  the  throne^ 
and  that  as  a  soldier  and  a  Spaniard,  he  Mt  bonnd  by  the 
oath  he  had  taken  to  obey  him ;  but,  said  he,  let  Bona- 
parte once  touch  our  king,  and  we  shall  then  assume  a 
different  attitude,"  and  expressed  his  belief  that  this 
must  happen ;  because,  said  he,  «  I  cannot  think  Bona- 
parte will  be  perfectly  satisfied  while  there  remains  a 
Boorbon  on  a  ihrone.'*  I  repliedf  that  it  appeared  to 
me,  the  diflbrence  between  his  present  sitnatioi|»  and  that 
which  lie  very  justly  anticipated,  was  ratiier  nominal 
than  substantial  5  to  which  he  readily  assented,  but  ob- 
served, that  names  had  weight  in  all  countries,  and 
with  almost  all  men.'^  This  gentleman  appeared  deeply 
interested  by  my  visit,  and  prayed  my  correspondence. 
From  a  careful  review  of  his  whole  conducts  I  have  littie 
donht  some  plan  of  revolt  is  thoqght  of  in  the  Mexican 
provinces,  immediate  or  remote;  and  he  was  alarmed 
lest  some  circumstances  of  it  should  have  transpired^ 
which  I  had  come  to  report  to  the  viceroy. 

«  The  second  day  after  I  had  received  my  passport, 
although  it  gave  me  leave  to  go  when  I  pleased,  the  ad- 
jutant of  the  palace  waited  on  me  from  the  vioeroyf  to 
tell  me  I  might    tove  Ihe  eity  as  sosn  iMl  I  j^kmif^^ 
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The  hint  was  safBcieat  and  I  lost  no  time  in  taking  the  chap. 
road  for  Vera  Cruz.        '  X. 

From  the  city  of  Mexico  you  cross  the  ^ain  about 
two  and  a  half  leagues  to  the  eastward,  when  you  begin  to 
Moend  that  ifflmeiiae  chain  of  rocky  heights  which  sepa- 
rata it  ftwn  the  sea.  The  road  through  this  broken^  rough 
tractf  has  bees  lilghly  fnished  by  immense  labour  and 
expense,  and  we  find  every  spot  of  arable  ground  in  cul- 
tivation. At  seventy-five  miles  from  Mexico  we  entered 
Puebla,  one  of  the  most  respectable  cities  of  the  kint^- 
dom.  The  population  is  estimated  at  eighty  thousand 
so uls^an^  several  manufactures  are  pushed  here  with  in- 
dustry, jparticularly  to  hardware,  calicoes  and  cloths,  hut 
it  is  wlito WWlliftltiOM, 

Speaking  of  manofiictures,  it  may  not  be  uninterest- 
ing to  remark  in  this  place,  that  from  Monte  del  Rey 
through  the  whole  country  which  I  passed,  I  observed 
the  women  engaged  in  domestic  manufactures  of  wool 
and  cotton,  from  whence  and  from  the  clothing  of  the  in* 
habitants,  I  infer  that  the  much  greater  part  of  it  is  pro- 
vided in  this  way* 

t€  From  PueUa  to  Xalappa  the  distance  is  sixty-six 
mileSf  and  the  country  continues  to  rise  until  you  get  • 
within  25  or  30  miles  of  the  last  place,  when  you  begin 
to  descend.  In  this  distance  we  pass  Perottc,  a  small 
town  of  little  importance,  where  the  road  branches  in 
going  to  Mexico ;  near  this  place,  in  a  plain,  stands  a 
quadrangular  work  with  a  garrison  of  regular  troops,  in 
which  the  treasure  destined  for  exportation  is  deposited, 
a  precaution  against  the  insecurity  of  Yera  Cruz ;  the 
city  of  Xalappa  stands  on  the  summit  of  a  hill,  it  is  re- 
spectable in  size  and  well  built  of  stone,  but  its  chief  im- 
portance is  as  a  summer  retreat  from  Vera  Cruz ;  here  I 
found  a  body  of  troops  quartered,  consisting  of  flying  ar- 
tillery, cavalry,  and  infantry,  said  to  he  six  thousand  in 
number.  I  remained  at  this  place  two  nights  and  a  day, 
and  spent  the  time  altogether,  In  company  with  the  public 
officers  civil  and  mUitary,  with  whom  I  had  much  inte- 
resting conversation,  which  excited  great  surprise  3  yuu 
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large  circle  of  officern^  ciWl  and  ntlitaryy  eoM  of  Umm 
^^f"^^  of  high  rml^,  the  eentiiiicifile  I  had  iieard.ln  Mexico, 

were  sptiHe^l  to  an  extent,  and  with  a  degree  of  boldness 
which  nstoui.slied  me,  an  oOirer  of  rank  being  present 
who  liHii  spent  some  time  in  the  United  States ;  on  one 
bandy  our  js^uverniuent  furnished  a  theme  uf  admiratioiw 
with  all  who  could  afieak  to  tay  underataoduig»  and  on 
the  other  the  tyranny  of  Bonaparte  was  reprohalM* 
They  expressed  tl^efr  apprehensionef  that  he  would 
lend  hi8  dominion  over  all  Buriipey  in  which  ci^  they 
avowed  their  detrrmi nation  tn  declare  for  tndependencef 
and  seek  the  alliance  of  the  United  States.  They  ac» 
knowhdged  frankly  and  witli  strfmg  sensibility*  that 
ihey  knew  all  their  treasures  went  into  his  cuffcrst  and 
served  (o  assist  him  in  establishing  his  project  of  nnivev* 
qal  despotlani ;  from  whatever  I  could  dlfloem  in  tlie  mmh 
mtv  of  the  cofflpany»  I  helleve  U  was  pervaded  by  one 
sentiment^  and  i  coold  but  temarfct  that  the  intinnitn 
i'rieud  of  — »  with  whom  J  dined  in  Mexico,  preceded 
me  at  Xalappa,  and  waited  on  me  soon  aft*  r  I  alighted 
from  my  carria^^r- ;  at  this  place  all  your  proceedings  in 
this  rity  were  publit  ly  known^  but  no  idea  o£  apprchon- 
sion  seemed  to  he  eatertained»  either  of  — —  or  of  any 
foreign  power. 

«<  I  left  Xalappa  on  the  4th  and  reached  Vera  Craz  on 
the  5th»  descending  and  passing  over  vuggedy  rocky 
j^mimde,  ittitil  I  reached  the  river  Antigua,  five  leajg^es 
from  Vera  Cruz,  which  I  c  rossed  at  ihc  site  ol  old  \  cia 
Cruz,  from  wfioicc  the  ro.ul  is  Hat  and  sarnfy,  bordering^ 
on  the  sea  shore  for  four  or  five  miles  of  tlie  distance. 

«  On  reaching  Vera  Cruz  I  waited  on  the  Qoveroor* 
and  found  orders  had  preceded  me^  to  put  me  on  board 
tiie  first  vessel*  or  if  none  was  ready  to  order  me  back  to 
Xalappa ;  a  very  small  and  Indilferent  schooner  was. 
about  to  saily  and  I  was  ordered  on  board  or  to  return  to 
Xalaj)j)a;  a  strong  noi  tli-ciist  wind  howcvei*  came  on  and 
lusted  five  dayS|  a^  the  endoi'  whick  1 4etarini|ie4  to  Uke 
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my  chance  on  board  the  little  vessel,  and  accordingly  cm-  chap., 
bai'kcd  for  this  city.  ^' 

"  The  cit/t  harbour,  and  defences  of  Vera  Cruz,  are  ^'^"^''^^ 
too  well  known,  to  render  any  description  1  could  give 
desirable.  I  will  barely  observe,  that  the  harbour  is  an 
ejcposcd  road-stead,  and  that  during  the  autumn  and  win*, 
ter  months,  the  north  winds  are  strong  and  the  coast  ex- 
tremely dangerous,  and  during  tlie  spring  and  summer 
months  the  climate  is  destructive  to  our  constitutions. 
The  sum  of  my  reflections  on  what  1  have  seen,  applica- 
ble to  military  views  are,  that  fitlier  to  conquer  or  to  res- 
cue the  Mexicans,  the  route  by  Grande  river  and  Monte 
del  Rey  is  the  most  favourable,  and  that  any  attempt  by 
Vera  Cruz  will  be  found  impracticable ;  for  supposing 
that  city  to  be  carried,  the  country  bi'itind  can  be  defend- 
ed by  a  small  corps,  against  any  body  of  men  who  may 
be  brought  to  attack  it ;  besides,  were  the  attempt  practi* 
cable,  the  operations  must  be  protracted,  and  the  dis- 
eases of  the  climate  would  destroy  any  European  or 
American  army,  without  the  aid  of  the  sword.  But  once 
at  Monte  del  Key,  you  iind  yourself  in  a  high,  healthy 
country,  abounding  with  horses  and  provisions,  with 
•  your  rear  safe  and  open  for  reinforcements  or  reti*eat; 
from  this  point  it  will  require  a  few  days  march  only,  to 
cut  oflf  the  intercourse  and  a  Junction  of  force,  between 
the  interior  and  the  southern  provinces,  and  you  may 
then  either  fight  or  retreat  with  advantage.  But  the 
idea  that  the  country  is  to  be  overrun  by  a  handful  of 
men  is  absurd,  the  extent  of  the  route  and  of  the  popula- 
tion, would  oppose  insuperable  obstacles  to  such  an  at- 
tempt, and  no  calculation  can  be  made  on  the  revolt  of 
the  inhabitants,  unless  tliey  arc  invaded  by  a  force  sulfi. 
cient,  either  to  reduce  or  to  protect  them  against  the  re- 
gular military,  which  1  have  reason  to  believe  has  bccu, 
or  soon  will  be,  increased  to  twenty  thousand  men.  It  is 
certain,  that  although  they  have  some  Euro|)ean  officers 
of  experience,  the  number  is  very  small,  and  that  in  ge- 
neral they  are  unlettered  and  ignorant,  but  it  is  equally 
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OBAP.  true  titftt  the  natives  are  hardj  robust  fellows,  and  fUrnish 
good  stuff  for  soldiers. 

Without  descending  to  minutise  on  a  subject  which  is 
familiar  to  you»  I  will  just  observe^  that  any  army  ope- 
rating against  the  Mexican  provinces,  should  be  liberally 
pfovided  with  tying  aii(illei7»  and  abouid  be  composed 
one-flllh  of  cavalry.*' 


Abtes  of  Uie  route  from  J\'lacos:doches  to  the  city  of  Mexico, 
and  Jrom  t/ietux  to  Vera  Cruz» 

From  Nacogdoches  to  the  river  Trinity,  1  call  the 
distance  one  hundred  miles.  At  this  place  the  Spaniards 
have  a  lieutenant  and  eight  or  ten  men*  The  ford  of  the 
river  is  a  good  one. 

4t  From  the  Trinity  to  the  river  Brasios  seventy  milesp 
wliieh  ie  also  Ibrdahley  and  the  fight  banic  elevated. 

^  From  the  Brassus  to  tlie  Colorado  sixty  miles,  where 
we  have  a  good  i'urd. 

*<  From  the  Colorado  to  the  river  St.  Marc,  I  think  it 
is  about  sixty  miles ;  a  rapid  current  and  rocky  bottom^ 
hot  fordable  without  much  difficulty. 

<«  From  St  Marc  to  the  river  Gnadalonpe,  I  compote 
the  distance  to  he  olxty  mUesy  and  the  ford  is  plain  and 
easy.  Here  the  road  branches,  the  left  leading  to  La 
Bahia,  and  the  right  to  the  city  of  St.  Antonio. 

«<  From  the  Gaudaloupe  to  the  town  of  La  Bahia, 
standing  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river  St.  Antonio,  tlie 
distance  is  twenty-tour  miles  ^  this  river  is  also  fordable. 

«  From  La  Bahia  to  the  city  of  St.  Antonio^  seventy- 
live  milesi  and  from  St.  Antonio  to  Larredo»  on  the  left 
hank  of  the  Rio  Grandoy  one  hundred  and  twen^  miles. 
I  passed  iierforce  by  St  Antonb»  which  place  I  visited 
frwn  La  Bahia;  therefore  the  seventy-live  miles  between 
those  places  and  tlic  diflcrcucc  ol  the  routes,  which  I  do 
not  understand,  must  be  deducted  to  give  the  nearest 
distance  from  Nacogdoches  to  Rio  (irande.  Tins  river, 
where  1  crossed  itf  is  not  more  than  two  hundred  and 
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I  doabl  vliether  it  ever  is.  ^ 
From  the  Rio  Grande  I  passed  three  iDConsiderabte 

Tilla^s  to  tfic  city  of  M(Jiitc  del  Rey,  which  I  call  one 
hundred  und  fiity  iniks  ;  making  a  distance^  by  my  esti- 
mate, of  six  hundred  and  ninety-nine  miles ;  from  which 
the  preceding  deductions  being  made^  the  distance  will  be 
firand  leM  than  mx  lioiidred  miles*  wliicbf  thoogh  Mob 
shorter  than  that  geiierslly  comptttedf  will^  I  ihaakf  be 
equal  to  the  trae  one. 

In  the  whole  of  this  route  we  found  no  obstacle  to  the 
inarch  of  an  army  excepting  the  Rio  Grande^  which  must 
be  bridged*  boated  or  rafted,  and  an  isUiud  in  tbe^iuddle 
affords  facility  to  the  traverse. 

«i  From  Nacogdoches  to  the  Trimty^  we  have  a  finest 
interspersetl'iRitkaoiae  oonaidcralile  prairies.  Fms  the 
Trinity  to  Rio  Graado  contiaiiad  innirieit  Ugb  aad  fira^ 
with  a  wavy  sorfiuey  Interspersed  with  groves  waA 
clumps.  From  Rio  Grande  to  Monte  del  Rey  you  pro- 
ceed over  the  same  kind  of  surface,  until  you  approach 
within  thirty  iniiis  of  tiiat  city,  where  the  ground  be- 
comes hilly  and  a  little  broken,  but  naked  and  with  some 
stnnr.  There  are  three  roads  from  Bio  Grande  to  Monte 
del  Rey»  differing  ia  ieagtbf  bat  all  easy  and  witboat  ob» 
atmctions. 

From  Monte  del  Bey  to  Saitii^  or  SaltiBe»  tbe  dis- 
tance is  fifty  mOes;  tbe  road  stony  and  rofigh^  and  in 
several  places  commanded  by  heights. 

«  From  Saltie  to  St.  Louis  Potosi,  the  distance  is  about 
two  hundred  miles;  the  road  is  good,  but  passes  over 
nneven  ground*  from  wbence  you  bav^  moantaana  ceafti- 
naaily  in  prospect 

«  From  St,  Louis  Potosi  to  St.  Miguel  le  Grande*  tlin 
distance  is  one  bundred  and  ton  miles;  the  road  good* 
and  passing  over  several  extensive  plains  partly  cnlti- 
vated. 

«  From  St.  JVfiguel  le  Grande  to  St.  Juan  del  liio,  tii^ 
distance  is  seventy  miks^  and  tbe  road  generally  good. 
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^  a  number  of  considerable  Indum  TtUo^Sy  wliooe  namei 
I  4o  not  recolleetf  the  dkrtimco  is  eaa  hnndfed  an4  ten 
mtk^f  «mr  m  epaebiie  md  ine  rmid. 

«  From  the  citv  «f  Mexico  ihv  route  to  Vera  Cruz  is 
so  well  kt)ovvn>  and  itavii)^  myself  travelled  most  of  the 
way  in  a  coach,  and  beiiiiL;  obJi^d  to  obsfpvp  js^reat  cir- 
cumspectiun^  I  fear  i  can  give  you  no  new  light  on  tlie 
flnl^iecl;  but  I  wtH  offer  the  snbstMioe  of  my  recollection. 
From  Meika  to  Pnebk^  the  distance  is  seraity-ffftf 
miles;  the  road  snperb»  bat  ascmiding  from  tihe  vicinity 
of  the  city*  and  the  suHVh^  of  the  country  generally 
rocky.  From  Puebia,  pa>?8inef  through  Perottc  to  Xa- 
lappa,  the  distance  is  sixty -si  miles;  the  road  and  face 
of  the  country  nearly  the  same. 

M  in  this  distance  we  sscend  to  the  height  of  the  land» 
and  dsscsnd  twnniy-ive  of  thirty  miles  to  Xalappn. 

««  From  Xatai^Mi  to  Yera  Crua^  the  distaneo*  la  abonf 
flity  mlieB»  a  continued  descent^  most  of  the  way  orer  a 
rough  and  reclEy  swfiite:  in  the  distance  you  pass  a 
handsome  river,  about  ISO  vurJs  wide,  hut  foniable, 
with  a  viila.^c  on  its  left  hank  on  the  site  of  the  ancient 
Vera  Crus;  lioth  tiie  viUsge  and  ri?er  called  Anti|pua*'' 
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MquhMl  conduct  ^  apmrn,  mpn^  km  of  limU9,  ut 
1707.— .taertcaii  |miIs  m  the  Mi9ti$9ipfi  uu^tmd^  ^^nrw 
Ommd  l9WiiM»  rfciwiwrfi  ^  fvotrwiikaMaehmend. 
In  ttc  ipriny  €f±79S^B^fiBM$B  removed  and  the  ccm- 

mi9si4}n€rs  proceed  to  mark  Uie  line, — Ue  takes  post  at 
Jjiflus'a  IJciglUs. — Is  ordered  to  A^ew  Vork  in  the  spring 
of  17 99,  by  tMujor-^ent  ral  Ifu)}iiilo)i. — Arrives  there  the  ' 
\st  of  Jlugust.—Ris  conference  with  General  Mamiiton.'^ 
'  Jtuxdote  of  the  Qtmerai  and  CoUmel  Burr^^ubmits  a 
memoir  to  the  Genera/,  embroeing  the  force  wed  the  dip> 
potUum  of  the  old  froupt  4f  the  UoHed  Smee,  wUh  the 
oecupandes  of  the  eooUguoiu  foreign  powtrOf  on  the 
northern*  trestem,  and  southern  frontiers;  and  compre- 
hending a  variety  tf  fids  and  reflections,  military  and 
poiUicul,  respecting  the  67.  Lawrence^  the  lakes  and  the 
JUiuUsippi. —  Visits  Boston  and  returns, — JSts  memoir 
^  opprated  bff  General  fFaehitigtonf  aad  masuru  taken  to 
carry  U  tnio  e|S^«-«-Jooo»tfliodalio»  ^  dsgbituee  wW^ 
FronoCf  ami  rtiindtort  of  the  atWff^Jhr*  Qoerge  Logask 
vieite  Franee^The  ^Mei^thievmt^tHfhmt'vwm 
of  General  IIamilton''s  character. — Motives  of  his  political 
ajuihirt  t.i])lained* — Ji  glance  at  Mr,  J[(ulisn)i\s  conduct 
in  the  federal  conveiUion.-^Comparismi  between  him  and 
Gen.  Hamilton, — Gen.  H^ilkvison''s  persecutions  in  1810  . 
and  181  l^Meivd  to  J^nno  Orkasu  tn  181S.— CSowfaict  of 
Oreai  BHIoin  and  Boat^^aHe  to  ffte  VnUed  Statee^Jha 
effects  of  mr.^O(iervalSone  thereon^The  federal  go^ 
vemmenl  not  adapted  to  a  state  of  trnm-^oAn  Benry*s 
explosion.^Rtfleciions  tJiereon, — Conversation  with  the 
secretarif  of  war*  Dr,  EttstiSf  respecting  war. — JMotives 
for  purchasing  Ikfiry*s  breach  of  trust, — Conduct  of  tiye 
oppoeUsome^  in  MaeeaehMsetts  to  the  meanaee  tf  goveri^ 
ttenf  eondeiimeit---fl!ptnto»  of  the,  feomamnf  of  JVHd 
Bn^aeid^'.'^^Gonerttl  WWnsmn  determmte  to  mdl  the  ai^ 
feaiiomqfthe  eaeeeaiim^othedefinshepn^eet^ 
Orieame^^Rcceives  a  letter  from  the  secretary  of  war,  and 
VOL.  L  3  1 
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iitinm!^  II  liicmmr  to  hivi. — (frdfvs  receivai^  and  corres- 
pondence ivLn'li  riisucd. — Laiis  //?.s  niiiiwir  before  the  HoHm 
^  Colonel  Johnsmt  and  Henry  (Jiaif,  esquire of  ConigrctlL 

Sffiecti9ni  thmou,  and  tk»  ^eeii  prodiioid* 

Spanish  atithoritiei4if  LoiMMia  in  nlalfoii  l»  tte  Imly 

of  limits,  &c.  induced  me  to  reinforce  our  military  posts 
on  the  Mississippi ;  and  for  this  service  I  selected  Cap- 
tain Isaac  Guion,  an  officer  of  tried  confidence  and  a|)- 
proTed  intelligence,  who  iiad  served  with  General  Mont* 
fpmery  before  Quebec,  and  possessed  ^at  energy  of 
character.  The  diiciiauotts  which  emoedf  and  the  pre- 
texts urged  by  the  Spaniards  for  delajfing  the  line  of  de- 
marcation, conspiring  with  other  drcuniBtancea  which 
had  come  to  the  icnowled^  of  the  American  government, 
produced  siispic  ions  of  a  meditated  ifili  action  of  the  treaty 
on  the  part  of  Spain;  in  consequence  of  which  1  was  or- 
dered from  Pittsburgh  in  the  spiing  of  ±79H%  to  descend 
the  waters  to  our  western  froattert  with  a  respectable 
force  I  having  hy  order  of  the  enecntire  previotwiy  ad- 
dreised  a  franls  and  Urm  remonfllmnce  to  the  Spanish 
governor  Gayosoy  on  the  anhjectt  which  it  would  seem 
produced  the  desired  effect;  for  on  my  arrival  in  the  low- 
country,  I  fonnd  the  < ommissioners  were  proceeding  ami- 
cably on  the  survey  of  the  line  of  limits.  I  ara  sorry  my 
peculiar  situation  should  prevent  my  dilating  on  this 
topic  in  these  memoiMy  hut  I  will  refbr  the  reader  to  the 
second  volQnieff  for  ssferal  interesting  i^aiticttiars  touch* 
ing  the  sulyect* 

I  found  our  sdvanoed  post  at  Natchesy  which  I  imme* 
diately  removed,  and  sat  down  at  Loftus's  Heights,  with 
my  whole  force,  that  L»<  ing  the  most  southerly  tenable  po- 
sition within  our  limils  on  tlic  bank  of  the  Mississippi, 
about  six  miles  north  of  the  31st  degree  ot  ^orth  lati- 
tude. Whilst  engaged  at  this  point,  prepaiiog  quarters 
for  the  trm^»  and  erecting  batteries  to  comnnaid  the 
river,  I  receiTed  the  following  letter  ftun  Miyer-genshil 
HsmUtom 
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'•Sir, 

«  Tke  intoraiHiif^  hiddenti  whidi  km  liktteHj  occur-  ^^^^ 

red  in  our  political  situation,  having  rendered  il  expc> 
dicnt  to  enlar^  the  sphere  of  our  military  arrane^emcntsy 
it  has  in  consequence  become  necessary  to  regulate  tho  su- 
perintendence or  oar  niUtai^  force  in  its  various  and  do* 
tached  position^  in  amk  m  msniMr  a*  while  it  wiU  serve 
to  disbertlieii  tiie  depoitomit  of  wir,  ^  MaU  mempa>- 
WtwWkU$ more  general emd  mere impertamt  oeeupaHone, 
will  likewise  conduce  to  uniformity  and  system  in  tlie 
different  br  anches  of  the  service. 

The  commander  in  chief  iiavini;  for  the  present  de- 
clined actual  command,  it  has  been  determined,  in  pius 
eeance  of  the  above  views,  to  place  the  militarj  force 
every  wherDf  under  the  eaperintendence  of  Mj^ot^fpenenl 
Plackney  and  inyvelf.  In  the  allolinent  for  this  porpeae, 
my  agency  is  extended  to  the  garriaoae  on  the  western 
lakes,  and  to  all  the  trooi)8  in  the  north  we!5tcrn  territory, 
including  both  banks  of  the  Ohio,  Lirul  ij])()ri  Lite  Missis- 
stppi ;  In  short  to  all  the  western  army,  except  the  parts 
which  may  be  in  the  states  of  Tennessee  and  Kentudij. 
Of  this  yott  will  have  been  informed  by  the  aecretaiy  of 
war. 

«  From  the  relation  which  is  thns  constitnlBd  between 
us,  I  allow  myself  to  anticipate  j^reat  nratnal  eatfarfhctioR. 

Every  disposition  on  my  part  will  certainly  facilitate  it, 
and  tend  to  promote  the  discharge  of  your  trust,  in  tiie 
manner  best  adapted  to  your  iKmour  and  the.  advance- 
ment of  the  service. 

It  was  the  united  opinion  of  the  commander  in  clile(* 
General  PIncknej  and  «yself»  when  latoljr  convened  at 
Philadelphia,  that  your  speedy  presence  in  this  quarter 
tvas  necessary,  towards  a  full  discussion  of  the  affairs  of 
the  scene,  in  which  you  have  so  iuiig  had  the  direction  in 
their  various  relations,  and  towards  the  formation,  with 
the  aid  of  your  lights^  of  a  more  pei^ect  plan  ibr  present 

*  General  WMhiniftoii. 
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CHAP,  anil  eveiitual  ai  rangements.  Much  nxay  be  cxamiocd  ia 
II  pecBuiiai  luict'viewy  wbicli  at  sfi  g^reat  a  distance  can- 
not be  eflBBctfid  bjr  writing,  Tlie  actoal  and  probable 
stlnatton  of  ear  public  aflkirB^  in  reference'  te  foreign 
poweriy  rendera  this  atap  indiapensable.  Ton  will  thero- 
lure  be  pleased,  wHb  all  practicable  expeditloiiyio  repair 
to  Pliitadeiphia ;  upon  youv  arrii'al  there  giving  me  im- 
mediate advice  of  it.  If  tliis  can  be  mubt  conveniently 
arcuiiipHshc'd  by  way  of  New  Orleans*  you  are  at  liberty 
to  take  that  route.  On  this  point  you  are  tbe  beat  judge^ 
nnd  will  no  duubl  act  with  circnmepection. 

M  It  otuat  rvat  with  yon  to  diapose  of  the  command  ef 
the  troops  at  the  diflbrent  8tntion8»  dnring  your  nbeenoe^ 
nnd  to  give  tlie  proper  inetractions  in  conformity  with 
those  which  have  been  received  from  the  secretary  of 
war.  On  tliis  licad  only  one  remark  will  be  made.  Tlie 
confidence  in  your  judgment  has  probably  led  to  the  re- 
posing in  your  diacretion,  powers  too  delicate  to  be  in- 
truated  to  an  oflker  leas  tried ;  capable  perhaps  of  beiim» 
no  nand  aa  to  commit  premntnrely  the  peace  of  the  United 
Sifttea.  DIacretioMi  of  this  tendency  ought  not  to  be  tmns* 
ferrrd,  beyond  what  may  be  Indiapenaahle  for  defimive 
eecurity.  Care  moat  be  tahen  that  the  nation  be  not  fin- 
broULHlf  but  in  consequence  ul  a  iUUbcraU  policy  tti  Ike 
government. 

Official  letters  iVom  you  to  me,  as  you  have  been  ap- 
.prieed  by  the  secretary  at  war*  are  to  be  forwarded 
through  him;  they  muat  be  open  and  under  cover.  The 
design  of  this  l8»  that  he  raafr  have  an  opportttnltj»  in 
caaca  of  gmt  urgenryf  which  could  not  conveniently 
wait  for  my  direction*  to  interpose  with  the  requisite 
measures.  In  your  absence,  it  will  be  pro])er  that  ihc 
officer  or  oiih  1 1  you  may  substitute  in  the  commaiu!, 
should  communicate  with  you;  also  transmitting  their 
letters  open  under  cover  to  the  secretary  at  war,  Tim 
wiU  preserve  unbroken  tJie  chain  of  your  command. 

4*  With  grant  oonsideratiQOy  ike*  &c» 
(Signed)  «f  A.  HAMILTON. 

Mrtgadkr-generai  ffWsinm*** 
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GENERAL  WILKINSON. 


The  liberal  perspkooue  teaor  of  ftble  letter»4^  eo  iniilie  CBAP 

the  official  ^r)rrespondence  to  which  I  had  been  accus- 
tomed,  t'\<  itfd  mv  inliuiralion  and  tl.il tci't  (I  njy  si  it"  lr>v(?. 
I  liLid  Ix'cn  }H-t  suiiall) ,  fi<>r  iiiUaiaUij,  ai^UHiiUed  with 
Cjreiieral  liamiiton  in  the  course  of  the  rev«liilx«»iiftiy  wef| 
X  hRfl  rommandcd  him,  and  wig  now  to- receive  ordeni 
from  him  ;  1  fell  A  tvii^  of  repugpiaeoe^  but  it  was  leo* 
neatary ;  the  oerpe^  I  bed  comaiaiMteil  was  m  mm  ehe- 
leton»  which  the  ,^f)verMfliit  had  tboo^t  pi-opcr  to  nug- 
nieiit  and  organise  anew,  under  the  national  i  lii*  i,  atid 
altliouerit  not  jjr«.iiii)t('ii»  my  LummarK!  \vu.s  niLit^Mil  and 
my  auUiority  exlcndcd.     My  military  pride,  however 
eensibiey  (and  there  can  be  no  soldier  without  it)  could 
not  on  cool  deliheralioii  And  an  exception  to  the  elevatteii 
of  gentlemen  with  whoae  polittcai  characiers  and  merltay 
it  would  have  been  the  eztmne  of  vanity  in  me  to  pre- 
tend to  enter  into  a  contpttltlon,  and  whose  association  I 
Was  sensible  would  add  iu  ihc  wei^la  and  ifuportauce  of 
my  proltHsiuiu 

Pursuant  to  the  orders  ui  Genei'al  Hamilton  I  proceed- 
ed by  ^ew  OrU^ans  and  after  Boinc  delay  there  obtaiaed 
a  passage  direct  to  New  York*  where  1  arrived  tfae  ifltef 
Attgttst;  I  immediately  Called  on  the  General  and  felt  my 
card :  he  returned  my  visit  the  next  moming^  and  at  our 
meeting:  shewed  some  sensibility.  Tor  wljich  1  respected 
his  lu'art,  and  reniiiiit;rated  him  wiUiuut  loss  of  Www,  by 
ohsrrvf?!^  to  Ijim,  **  that  con^^idering  mysupitnor  rank 
during  the  revolution^  and  my  subsequent  military  aer-  • 
vices,  it  might  be  presanied  there  Would  be  some  opposi- 
tion to  his  commahd  in  my  mind ;  but  that  however  tena- 
cious of  ranky  whatever  migtit  be  my  professional  pride^ 
and  I  acknowledt^ed  an  ample  share  of  it,  I  should  be  vain 
and  weak  indeed,  did  I  oppose  my  prctensiuus  or  my 

*  I  mean  neither  ofSenee  nor  indelicacy*  when  t  recommend  !t  to 
the  attentloD  of  the  secretary  of  wtr»  for  an  eztmple  of  principle  and 
consistency,  on  which  the  charms  and  intereata  of  tha  profession  de< 
peods,  long  since  abolished  by  his  predecessors,  wbo  wiih  bloated 
pteteoaiona  poaaeaatd  little  knowledge  of  the  dutiea  of  their  atJUiona. 
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CHAP,  talents  to  his,  that  1  belteved  the  course  he  had  run»  and 
tJie  services  be  had  rendered,  gave  him  a  titJe  to  the  ap- 
pointment he  had  received,  and  that  I  should  take  bis 
orders  with  satisfaction he  was  affected,  and  laying  his 
right  hand  on  his  breast  replied,  «  upon  my  word.  Gene- 
ral Wilkinson,  I  admire  this  frankness,  and  shall  not 
shew  myself  unworthy  of  the  example ;  1  have  not  expe- 
rienced the  same  obli,e;ing  concession  from  other  quar- 
ters ;**  he  was  proceeding,  when  a  messenger  required 
his  presence  in  court,  which  was  then  sitting;  and  having 
appointed  the  next  afternoon  for  an  interview,  wc  parted. 

1  waited  on  the  General  agreeably  to  appointment,  and 
opened  the  conversation  by  observing,  *<  that  in  obe< 
dience  to  his  order  of  the  12th  February,  I  presented 
myself  to  receive  his  commands,  but  before  entering  on 
business,  I  considci*ed  it  a  matter  of  pnipriety  towards 
him  and  of  duty  to  myself,  to  I'emark,  that  my  ignorance 
of  his  personal  sentiments,  and  my  knowledge  of  the  se- 
cret slanders  by  which,  I  had  been  assailed  during  his 
administration  of  the  treasury  department,  enjoined  tho 
utmost  circumspection  on  my  part ;  I  therefore  begged 
leave  to  premise,  tliat  should  the  objects  for  which  I  had 
teen  recalled  fmm  the  Mississippi  require  formal  reports, 
I  hoped  he  would  apprise  me,  whether  I  should  confine 
myself  to  strict  official  forms,  or  might  add  such  political 
facts  and  reflections  as  appeared  to  me  essential  to  his  in- 
formation.   That  in  the  last  case  relying  on  his  confi- 
dence, 1  should  bare  my  bosom  to  him,  and  that  in  the^' 
first  he  would  find  me  dumb  to  all  but  specific  objects  of^ 
professional  duty he  answered,  «  I  have  no  objection 
General  Wilkinson  to  indulge  your  desire,  nor  will  I  be-  ' 
sitate  to  tell  yon,  Sir,  that  I  sent  for  you,  to  borrow  tho 
information  which  1  have  in  vain  sought  for  elsewhere ;  ^ 
estranged  from  military  pursuits,  since  the  revolution,'* 
my  faculties  have  been  directed  to  different  objects;  you* 
know  ln)W  easy  it  is  for  a  soldier  to  forget  the  mechani- 
cal parts  of  his  profession,  which  is  my  case;  I  have 
grown  rusty  in  military  aflairs,  and  have  iu  reality  for- 
gotten much  of  what  I  learnt  in  the  war  of  the  revolu- 
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(ioBf  wijg^ftliiji^irtfcw  ;  youi^  chap. 

I  am  not.  a  mau  uf  prolcssioiis,  hu\  on  a  i'ui  Lhi  r  ;n  «nj.tmt- 
iu»c€,  I  tiiink*  yon  wiil  liiiil  jsoiuclliirisr  h#>rf*,  (!a_\i!i;i;  Iji-j 
bwl  on  tiis  bira^i  )  trustworthy  $  in  Uii^fiieaii  tuut^*  I  wili^,. 
bfunsly  say*  that  whenever  you  desire  pui^cXK  yiMiilaWD 

oAly  to  i^iqM#  |ii  lUiMk^  itowttwy  wivwiiiliiiifciiMiu 

narking  it  mm  j^M^^mmm  vnHh  ohivwliing    at  taki  ng 

Jr;ivf%  I  ohsci'VBil  tti  fiiiitt     wellpSif,  Ijuvifit^-  liiUi^nt d  yoy 
Willi  niy  pi-<ittl<\  1  now  propose:;  lu  Vibil  an  ulti  itiettd 
whom  i  have  not  seen  ibr  several  yearst  I  knoiw  jou  ar^j^ 
twain  in  politicsy^p^I  hope  there  is  m  4li8agreeniQ«|.|w(ft' 
t«6eA  joUf  whiok :lright*f8ailer  tbB  iwtwsi  of  vj^y 
qnaintance  with  iiiir)ln4^iomuB  to  my  aupBiMor  oflotr/f 
ha  asked  ne  If  lit.wm¥l0mhp^  Maning  Colonel  Lunhf 
I  replied  in  the  nc}^tive»  an^  named  Colonel  Bunv 
«  Li((U'  iiuj-i','"  siii<I  ht>  *•  Oil  iif),  \\<^  hu\c  alwa>js  been' 
opposed  ill  pitjitics  ljut  alvviiys  on  i^ood  fi'i  iiis,  we  sal  out 
in  liic  pi  acticc  oi  the  law  at  the  same  tiuie^  and  took  o^«^ 
posite  political  directioo%.Biinr  t>eckooad  W  to  iaiimkf 

kiiap  and  I iAvtei  i^i^  mm^mktkwM^  w^t^Mimk' 
agrea^  bol  llkai^  Ik  now  biB^uia  to  ihiak  lio  wai  mag 
and  I  was  right.**  WM  an  inatmctivo  lesaoa  MIowodf 

from  the  active  command  of  an  army,  believed  to  be  as 
rally  enlailoil  <>u  tlie  count I'v.  as  the  prrsf  nt  siirrt  pfi- 
t'mm  estalilislimcHt  of  l'i'('siil(n(  Ma<listjn,  we  beheld  Ge- 
neral Maiiiiiton  reduced  to  tin  va^kB  oi  private  litcy  and' 
Colonel  Burr  elevated  to  the  second  plaoa  in  the  go* 
Tenweat,  W#  4lMi.,iM|RM^/MI(NM  mj  friend*  aoA 
th^  nttxit  diQT  I  iNiQflifd>i||lMit  lUiow^  iiot%  in  cona^ 
fae^oa  of  mhkk  I  prepared;  tlw  mneiail  report^  witb 
the  references,  and  I  regret  they  should  be  too  voIik 
minoiis  liir  insertion  in  tlitsi*  inimoirj^,  as  they  contain 
rnudi  interesting  ini^^^lMilU  J^t^P^<^tiflg  the  interior  oi 
Uie  Uwted.St^tes. .,     *4t^^ ^  ^  *- 
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CHAP. 

«  JVVtc>  Vorkf  Aug.  1799. 

General  Hamtlton  preaentB  hie  compliaeiito  to  Gene- 
ftl  Wttkinson*  «id  aemb  him  at  feott  heada  for  conver- 
Mtion  which  it  is  proposed  to  have  %  in  order  to  call  the 
attention  of  General-  WHkinaon  to  the  funeral  iiofnta  f 

most  of  ihcm  liave  no  doubt  been  topics  of  communiration 
with  the  war  department,  but  the  freedom  and  particu- 
larity of  conversation,  will  yield  additional  lije^ht  and  lead 
|ierhapa  to  a  correct  system,  for  the  manafenent  of  our 
iveatem  affhira  in  their  variona  relalioaa. 

«anjBeT0* 

u  lat^^The  diapoaltion  of  oar  weattm  inhahltanta  to* 
vards  the  United  8tatea  and  ibreign  powers. 

«  2d.— The  diijpuiiLtion  of  the  Indiaoii  in  the  same 
aspects. 

«  5(1. — The  disposition  of  the  Spaniards  in  our  Ticini- 
I  their  strength  in  number  and  fortifications. 
<«4th«*-«.The  host  expedients  for  correcting  and  eon* 

trolling  hoatile  (endenciea  in  any  or  alt  these  qnartenb 

Including 

u  5th.— The  heat  defensifo  disposition  of  the  western 

ai  ii»y,  embracing  the  country  of  I'eiinessec  and  tiie  iiortU 
and  western  laliesy  and  having  an  eye  to  economy  and 
discipline. 

6th. — The  best  mode  (in  the  event  of  a  rupture  with 
8^n)  of  attacking  the  two  Fioridas;  the  troops^  artil- 
lerj»  fo.  requisite* 
M  rth.-^The  hesi  plan  for  supplying  the  western  army 

with  provisions,  transportation  of  forage,  ftr. 

«  8th. — The  best  arrangement  of  commantl,  so  as  to 
unite  facility  of  communiration  with  the  sea  board,  and 
the  proper  combination  of  aii  the  partSf  under  the  general 
commanding  the  western  army.'^ 

M  JVto  FoHi^  Sq^  4Mf  1799. 

«  I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  your  consideration,  a 
rsugb  delineation  of  the  maritime  coast  of  the  United 
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>gi<dt jiiljWWitewtfMi  lo  the  ckomiiiiom  of  Gmt  Britain  ^' 


ftiHl  of  Spahii  Wlkr  noHb  m  tiie  «  8aut  de  8t  Marie  with 

the  intention  to  exhibit  to  you  at  ojic  view,  the  military 
posts  occupied  at  this  time  by  the  several  powers,  and 
«fluch  as  have  i^n  heretofore  occupied  and  aliandoncd  bj 
our  troofs  $  to  which  I  Im? o  added  projections  of  other 
>Mrt%  rocoonlo^M  to  oar  oocapaicf  hy  'aomid  poiipy; 
with  tlna  iiMiiiii|iKE»Hfralso  reeeivo  miiidry  doeoteeatab 
narlKOd  from  1  to  9^  to  wUdi  I  oiiall  find  it  oeccMiy  to 
liaTO  reference.  ♦ 

<*  la  tlic  exposition  of  the  opinions  and  facts  which  I 
am  about  to  render  to  you,  I  shall  avail  myself  of  the 
latitude  you  have  allowed  me,  and  banishing  reserve  will 
^pose  on  your  liberality  for  indulgence  to  incidootal  er- 
rorOf  aad  a  candid  interpretatioii  of  my  views.  Shoald 
my  Ung^mgjh  appear  eitiier  coalldoal  or  impemtivo^  I 
pray  yon  to  imfntb  it  to  ay  deoire  to  avoid  pmfixity,  on 
a  subject  necesoarity  complex,  and  to  acqoit  mo  of  any 
indecorous  propensity,  ,  % 

When  we  survey  the  geographical  pusitimi,  investi- 
gate the  local  circumstances,  and  cast  an  eye  to  the  agri- 
cultural improvements  of  the  United  States the  extent  , 
and  the  direction  of  the  magnificent  walira  of  the  St. 
Lawrence  and  Mississippif  will  not  oacape  the  attantion 
of  thointeUtg^tf  Borfail  toasc&fee  theaoiidtiidieof  evefy 
sound  American  breaaty  lor  our  (tors  reKatioaa  with  tho 
countries  which  thus  embrace  our  interior  frontier. 

"Those  immense  rivers  together  with  tl)e  infinity  of 
their  tributary  streams^  traverse  almost  every  variety  of 
'cliroatCi  circumscribe  our  most  valuable  domains,  embrace 
our  whole  interior  population^  and  open  avenues  to  the 
heart  of  our  country,  through  which  (in  tiio  present  stato 
of  national  snptneness)  we  areltable  to  bo  successfully  afc* 
tacked  by  an  inconsiderablo  fiiroo* 

An  attempt  to  dispossess  a  respectable  e«emy»  once 
in  possession  of  oar  western  or  northern  frontier,  will  be 
.found  expensive  beyond  calculation,  didicult  in  the  ex- 
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CHAP,  trcme  and  at  brsr  of  doubtful  issiie;  for  while  lie  may  tie- 
^  live  pywerful  aid  from  Uie  uncoiiqiienUiie  animoiiities  of 
the  saviigeSf  anil  Ibe  versBtUity  of  oar  ow»  «mttic8,  vm 
ihail  be  exposed  to  the  aolnl  obitynctioM  od  an^edb- 
meniMf  wliicb  aiiie  frott  the  dibtenoe  of  ottf  nsomvii 
and  the  difllcultiee  of  the  rale ;  to  wait  hr  evonbl^  vill 
put  it  out  of  our  power  to  guard  against  tkem,  we  flbouki 
tberefbre.  anticipate  prf)babilitios  at  least,  nnd  deterinine 
to  erect  substantial  bari-iers,  against  tlmst'  iJ-atit;('r()ii<i 
portals  which  open  tbc  wajr  directly  to  our  laost  «juUm«> 
rabic  parts.  To  this  end  we  shoald  augment  om»  fbfco 
bn  the  MieeifleippI  and  the  hkw,  we  ahoald  tondenee 
that  which  ia  now  thbfOi  and  oeciipgrlhb  most  criCknl  and 
commanding  paeeea  by  devable  wotta  Jmbidously  con- 
structed. 

<«  Wc  at  present  hol(]  several  useless  military  stations 
on  the  north- western  frontier,  merely  to  awe>  to  conciliate 
and  to  watch  the  Indiaosy  or  to  aid  the  transport  of  pub- 
tic  storta  in  their  pi«§ress  to  posts  mure  remote.  Such 
are  Oswego»  Pieaqn*  isle*  Fort  Fiiyette^  Fori  Wanhing 
ton»  Fort  Way nCf  and  Fort  Knox>  these  shonid  be  broken 
np  and  the  tmopa  hieorporatbd,  fer  by  andi^fHtieritigs* 

we  d#»tr*y  the  usefulness  of  both  officer  and  soldier,  and 
expose  t)urse!ve9  always  to  be  beaten  In  detail;  should 
the  discontents  ami  the  clamours  of  our  (ransmontaim 
settlers  be  oflbred  in  opiH>8itioH  to  this  proposition,  1  an- 
awer*  that  while  we  command  the  house>  we  shall  be  able 
to  go^^  the  hnnaeholdf  end  Iherelbre  the  hoat&li|y  oC 
4he  Indiani  withhi  onr  CQrdoa>  who  aire  dependent  on  aa 
ftr  even  the  Im^lementa  of  wart  eannoC  evemnale  in  any 
thing  eerione ;  and  ae  to  (hnee  posts  which  proteirt  the 
transport  of  the  public  property,  they  are  ejnbosomed  in 
strong  settlements,  which  can  certainly  extend  tlie  same 
security  to  the  national  interests,  as  to  those  of  indivi- 
duals; it  is  therefore  presumed  that  smtable  agents  in 
charge  of  the  public  property,  wfll  aafltoe  Ut  mry  ol||aoi 
of  eafbly  and  ntiiity  at  euch  polnta. 

MThe  notee  attached  to  the  garfhMim  enmneMied  In 
the  proposed  di^ition  No.  l,  wUl  e;^lubit,  in  briefs  the 
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near  tlie  bead  of  the  straits,  wbkli.lca(l  from  Lake  Huron 
unci  Ci-oru  Lake  Ki'ic,  it  is  proper  I  9Ueui4,ii^^igM 
sons  iui' tliis  opijiion,  ■  ' 

**  It  is  pi^e^umed  titc  British  government  will  never. 
TgT^- ;Hititifrimitr'|||-itiiy  'libf  ^f^'^h  "ur  country  on  i\m 
Aili«tiri|iiMti»lfy||»ji»^  imvthw«t!)A|  M 

occupancies  to  tlic^^mittiitwA  and  westward    in  Midi 

case  she  must  (  nrnmeiicQ  her  i)[)ci  aiii;ii.s  IVoin  Mrmtrcal, 
and  iii;jy  ap})i'(»ii(  ii  i\s  by  tiic  din-t  t  foulc  CaUi'arjui,  or 
by  what  is  called  the  hack  route  of  Grand  river  and 
Mnatk  Hmtp  into  haiBt  Umnth  or  b j  batb  al  tba  mm 

'  ^Tke»^«lHeliIi«oQ«MMidlbraiMf^tteb^ 
•r  JUake  Svii^  was  paiatad  out  to  laa  by  JAacaiK  Cmp* 
nerly  an  enii^neer  in  the  British  service*  who  represent- 
ed the  ground  to  be  well  ada^ited  to  fortification^  with  the 
advantage  of  a  good  harbour  and  safe  anchorage ;  which 
is  not  I  understand  to  be  found  elsewhere  in  that  neit^h* 
haprhnoAi  lit  aided*  tbai  knaediateiix  aotarior  to  Mr^ 
Jay's  tml^y  Lprd  BotdiMftir  M  datonafaed  ta  anoct  a 
tetiication  an  tbaft  spat,*  ^Mdk  I  wm  iBfiiriDsd#  arill 
overlook  Fort  Erie  and  coromaiid  (he  BM>ntb  of  the  straitf 
fn  case  of  hostilities  it  will  leave  no  liarbour  lor  the  ves- 
sels of  the  enemy,  on  Lake  Erie  in  tliat  vu  inity,  and  at 
the  SMkio  time  will  aibrd  protection  to  oiur  own  $  it  wilji 
Ibrm  a  second  barrisr*  sad  preserve  the  communicatioa 
with  Peoasylvsala ;  aad  lt>ill  appose  sdifitimisl  absta- 
to  the  adranoe  of  an  aasaq[»  bjr  tba  Cstamiiai  aa4 
Lake  Ontsriof  consUcfod  in  diis  view»iisi«ljr  to  ^  da* 
Ibnoe  of  the  country*  I  conceive  the  subject  worthy  of  ax* 
aminatiuTi ;  but  viewed  irrelalively  to  military  purposes^ 
it  will  not  I  believe  be  loiiud  undeaervini;  of  attsnlioor 
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-  CHAP  For  at  the  presnit  (iMf  the  want  of  «  raul  within  out 
own  Unitay  and,  t  place  of  ^posit  aear  Xjako  Etht, 

^^^^^  oblifes  Its  to  Qviyoiir  8toraaiidBMi«liftiidl8e|wiltt«id 
prvoolfy  through  the  Britisli  domimom  from  Newaric  to 

Cliippcway  creek  by  laud,  iiud  from  the  last  place  to  Fort.. 
£ric  in  battcaux>  whicli  involves  mucii  delay  and  expense^ 
and  exposes  our  citizens  to  undue  constraints  and  in)})o- 
sitioQS*  Old  Fort  Schlosser,  erected  anterior  to  the  revo- 
lution and  long  since  in  a  state  of  decays  was  oooapied  ^ 
ander  my  orders  in  1797  ;  but  tlie  rapidity  of  the  carreat  • 
of  that  pointy  Ibrbiddiiigthe  approach  of  iwela  of  hnr*- 
then,  and  the  ascent  of  the  stream  being  foand  difficult  to 
batteaux,  ti»e  small  g-arrisun  was  withdrawn.  These  dif- 
ficuUie??  and  disadvLi utilises  will  all  be  removed,  by  the 
estahlishuieut  proposed  at  the  head  of  the  strait,  as  the 
ground  from  thence  to  I<iiagaray  is  I  am  asaared  aaso^ 
tiUeof  agoodroad. 

<<If  ift  oar  course  we  ezanfne  the  positioa  of  Presqa* 
isle,  it  will  be  found,  that  it  can  have  no  controal  over  the 
navigalion  oi  Lake  Kric;  the  present  work  is  injudicious- 
ly posted,  and  consists  merely  of  blockhouses  connected 
by  ranges  of  pickets.  The  site  presents  no  ciHtical  spot  - 
for  occupancy,  the  surface  towards  the  country  being  a 
plain.  Six  and  a  half  feet  water  only  can  be  carried  into 
the  harbour.  The  settlementB  arouwl  It  areconsiderahley 
and  are  progressing  rapidly.  It  cannot  be  possevsed  by 
an  enemy  before  the  posts  in  advance  are  carried,  and, 
on  an  exigency,  in  twelve  days  notice  four  thousand  men 
may  be  assembled  there  with  arms,  from  U»c  state  uf 
.  Pennsylvania,  under  these  circumstaucesy  i  have  recom- 
mended the  removal  oi  the  garrison. 

M  From  this  pointy  passing  Detroit^  we  will  proceed  to 
the  head  of  the  strait  leading  from  Lake  Hurony  where  a 
posty  In  case  of  hostility  with  Great  Britainy  will  be  found 
Indispensable,  to  cut  oflT  the  communication  to  and  from 
that  lake,  with  tkc  British  settlements  below.  The  na- 
ture of  the  ground  and  the  narrowness  of  tlie  pass,  w  iil 
enable  us  to  do  tiiis  effectually,  and  by  sach  an  establish- 
ment we  guard  against  a  coup  de  main  by  French  rtvery 
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wUth  It  tilfr-pwttaUe  in  birch  CMO<B0;  NobScmn  chap. 
a  pftrtievkr  akeloh  of  the  spot*  to  be  mxa^,  taken  fay 
me  in  imr  f  and  this  poet  becoBM  the  Bete  indfepenM- 

ble^  because  Detroit*  although  proper  for  a  piece  of  ernie» 
and  oi  general  depot,  t(»  keep  the  Indians  in  cliLck  and 
to  cover  the  scttleoients  in  t!ie  vicinity,  does  not  command 
the  strait^  wliich»  opposite  to  the  forty  is  a  mile  wide  and 
the  main  channel  eonnin^  close  under  the  British  shore* 
Whenever  it  ma^^  he  fiMunl  expedient  to  shut  out  the  Bri- 
tish finnn  Lake  -Snpcriorr  a  peat  must  be  eatabiiehtd  at 
the  Sent  de  St*  Mavieyf  which  may  be  conveniently  done 
from  Mackinac^  in  vessels  drawing  aeven  feet  watery  or 
hj  batteaux  and  birch  canoes. 

«  As  tUia  cliaiii  of  posts  may  effeclually  exclude  all  fo- 
reign intercourse  (fruin  the  northwai*d)  wiUt  our  citizens 
and  our  savat^ea*  which  we  are  not  disposed  to  permit^ 
aa  it  may  effectoally  bar  all  conunnnioation  between  Ca* 
nada  and  Loniaianaj  at  oar  will;  and  cannot  be  Ibroed 
bat  by  a  r^aUr  attack«  whuib,  with  tobroUe  vigiUmu^ 
in  the  government^  we  shall  always  be  able  to  antici[)ate 
with  supi  i  ior  force.  I  consider  the  i)ositions  well  adapt- 
edy  and  the  foi'ca  assigned,  in  our  present  relations  with 
Great  Britain,  competent  to  every  object  of  national  se- 
curity 4  it  is,  however,  my  4tciM  ogmioiu  that  the  heighi 
jMeh  Ma  mto  2Ae  pmtnt  werles  of  JIftcftstondlmMC 
sboM  hcooaifM  fty  a  mail  ^tU  tirmig  it|gnfar  W9fk,  tmd 

*  It  it  a  ftct»  that  so  attention  was  paid  to  this  plaae  oatilthsyair 
1813»  in  coaseqacQce  of  which  and  the  Jom  of  If  ichiliniMkluc,  the 
British  held  the  Indiana  nving  oa  the  waters  of  Likes  Haron«  Michl- 
fan  and  Superior  at  thetr  deToUoii. 

t  To  this  proposition  no  respect  has  been  paid  to  this  day,  »!• 
though  lliafa  Ufged  it  again  and  ag-ain,  and  a  post  there  would  glrc 
us  power  to  controul  the  North  West  Company  and  to  lock  up  the 
Chippaways  in  Lake  Superior:  yet  we  ca»  spend  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands in  Mediterranean  speculatioosj  in  ibreij^  intercourses  and  mi' 
litary  sinecures. 

t  And  yet  with  a  transcript  of  this  mtmair  in  the  u  .ii-  depa;  tment» 
from  the  year  1802»  not  a  single  step  was  lakcu  on  ihi^t  recommenda- 
tion j  and  vitb  a  pre-determinttioQ  to  roake  war,  Mr.  President  Ma- 
dison contrived  to  sacrifice  this  important  post  (Michilimackinac*)  tp 
the  enemy's  puny  gurisoa  of  Fort  St,  Joseph. 
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CHAP.  He  gmrrison  tramjerred  to  it*  This  precauHm  wUkpn^ 
J^i.  'viU  mtkk  gflO  awn  to  d^M  ikt  pUm  ngmmm 

tktdain  the  approach  to  ll>  the  diffiaUty  ojfinimg  nkiigU 

ence  thertf  and  the  shortness  of  tht  season  for  operatiovs; 
combined  to  these  prquiraiions  we  must  have  a  nanj  for 
Lake  Erie,  to  hear  some  jrroportion  to  that  oj  the  enemy, 

«*  in  this  place  perhaps  it  majr  be  no«t  proper  to  call 
your  attention  to  the  state  of  our  ordnanoo  at  tke  aeiorat 
frontier  posts.  The  rotnrn  under  oovsr  ]No*S»  «iNaxlii« 
bit  our  whole  artiHery,  with  their  appaitenaacasy  aleirsiy 
post  excrpt  Maclcinae  and  Niagara  $  and  in  No.  4,  ymi 
have  a  biicf  abstract  of  tlic  cannon  anU  howitzers  at 
eacfi  post,  to  which  I  have  annexed  an  estimate  of  the 
additional  pieces,  indispensaUie  to  the  safety  of  our  forti- 
icattons  and  the  honour  of  our  arm?) ;  on  thi«i  subject  H 
wtdald  be  presninplaotts  in  me  to  address  yon  iii4btail>  a^ 
yoM*  peculiar  dntiaMcy  with  this  branch  of  servtoe^  wVI 
best  ^able  yon  to  Ibrm  the  proper  conolnstonsf  It  maf 
however  be  proper  for  me  to  inform  you,  that  althouerh  I 
have  no  return  from  Mackinac,  I  believe  the  hea v  i est  metal 
there,  are  brass  6  pounders  and  5^  inch  howitzers,  looky 
Sir,  at  the  endowment  of  Fort  Lernault,  (at  Detroit)  a 
work  of  some  ref^oiarttyy  and  yon  will  find  cor  itold  ar- 
tOlery  sadly  misapplied.  It  may  be  matnnal  also  to  add, 
that  shot  and  shells  of  any  diameter  and  in  any  qimnl%9 
can  be  had  from  the  fhmaces  on  the  Monongdiela»  wdft 
executed  under  the  direction  ot  Major  Craig  of  Pitts 
burgb,  tor  less  than  G  crnts  per  pound.    The  mass  which 
you  will  find  reported  on  the  Mississippi,  was  cast  there 
in  the  spring  of  1799  by  ray  orders.   On  this  subject  I 
have  written*  nr^,  and  entreated  again  and  agaln»  and 
ibr  frar  it  should  be  forgotten^  I  send  you  nnde r  cover 
No.  6,  the  transcript  of  a  rrqulsltlon  made  In  February 
or  March,  1798,  which  has  not  been  attended  to  in  any 
respect.    The  artillery  f  ji"  thp  lakes,  may  I  presume  bo 
most  prompt]}-  nnd  erotKimically  transjuated  from  this 
place,  by  the  Mohawk  river  and  Fort     liujier  in  the 
proper  season^  and  thatfor  the  Mississippi  in  the  present 
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iafeljr  Mai  ktw4  hy  the  city  tf  Neir  Oritwi  willi 
•vbnikBioB  I  wiU  adkt  flIuMild  tluft  aonro  ^«^v^ 

The  quantum  and  disposition  of  our  force  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi and  the  southern  Iruutier^  arc  subjectii  which  ia 
the  exist iiijg  state  of  things^  luive  claim  to  prompt  dclibe* 
ration  and  d^ci6i?e  action;  the  present  calm  in  that  quar. 
tor  amy  prove  t^^Mw^ftA^^^*  aad  if  the  ttorm  should 
take  IIS  iwpryjii^j.ytf  ywiee  maj  woe.  The  hao^ 
liil  «f  mm  |iM  «ii  miiU  nuike  but  feehfe 

resistencc,  even  a^MMt  tlM  entlittsiaftic  yeoouuirj  of 
Louisiana^  once  put  in  motion.  It  appears  rational  and 
necessary  that  we  should  determine,  cither  to  defend  the 
country  or  to  abandon  it;  in  tlic  first  case  the  means 
sJKMikl  be  correspondent,  and  in  the  last  case  the  troops 
now  there  shoukl  he  wiUidrewn;  for  in  the  prssent  statf 
of  haoiS%  the  gene  on  our  pevt  maj  eooii  become  a4ae- 
pemto  one.  The  inbecUitjr  of  tbe  Speeieh  govemneet 
oo  tlie  Miseissippiy  te  as  niMitfest  ee  tlie  ardour  of  tbe 
gallant  Louisianians  is  obviuus.  A  single  individual  of 
hardy  euterprize,  presenting  himself  with  direc burial  ere- 
dcutialsy  and  huiRtin,^  the  national  standard  at  New  Or- 
Jeaasr  might  depi^  the  Spanisti  administration  in  one 
boar^  and  have  the  population  of  the  country  at  his  dia- 
posal  for  any  obivalroua  enterprise.  Under  aiich  clr« 
coni8tancc8»  wHI  it  be  indecorous  ehould  I  express  my 
apprebenslonsy  that  we  repose  In  folse  securtfy,  and  that 
ii  \vc  arc  nut  eeasonahly  aroused,  the  dismemberment  of 
the  union  may  be  put  to  hazard  2 

«  Whoever  consults  the  passions  and  interests  of  the  hu- 
iMm  bceasty  and  is  acquainted  with  the  geography  of  Uie 
eouDtry»  wilft  discover  that  tbe  nation  which  holds  the  ar« 
Idtrary  controul  of  tbe  navigation  of  the  Mhtoisslppit  nust 
nveatnally  direct  the  politics  of  tbe  western  Americans; 
and  it  is  equally  obvioos  to  ally  who  are  acquainted  with 
the  habits  and  relative  interests  of  the  citizens,  and  Urn 
Indians  of  the  United  States,  that  the  latter  can  never 
.  cease  to  be  enemies  of  the  formcry  and  will  continue  ever 
ready  to  strike  for  vci^geance  wiien  oppertonity  may  ia* 
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CHAP.  Tour*  The  Indians  who  Inhabit  the  tract  of  countiy 
^^J:  bounikd  by  tlie  Tombigbce  on  the  east,  the  Tennessee  on 
the  north,  the  Mississiprii  on  the  west,  and  the  Mexican 
gulf  on  the  sooth,  can  muster  at  least  4500  fighting  men; 
1  speak  from  good  informatioii.  We  will  auppose  this 
force  armed  against  us,  and  1000  fcgalar  troopa  und  BOO 
chasseurs  posted  at  the  Walnat  hills  (the  first  spot  helow 
the  Chickasaw  hluA,  which  is  not  inandated  daring  the 
floods  of  the  river)  with  ten  stout  galiies  bearing  12 
I  24  pounders,  well  built  and  well  manned.  At  a  p*)int 

80  remote,  vvitli  tlie  impediments  which  intervene,  the  Cci- 
sualtics  to  which  we  shall  be  subject,  the  delay's  which 
are  unavoidable,  and  the  disafiectioo  we  maj  have  to  en- 
counter among  our  own  people,  whose  population  is  so 
much  scattered;  who  can  calculate  the  time,  the  toil,  tho 
blood  and  treasure^  whfch  may  he  found  necessary.  Is 
drive  the  usurpers  out  of  the  national  territory? — Or  if 
the  power  in  ponsession  be  hardy  and  cnterprizing,  who 
can  ascertain  the  practicability  of  the  attempt?  In  my 
own  judgment  the  event  would  at  best  he  problema- 
tical, hecause  the  resources  of  the  invader  would  be  more 
convenient,  and  his  interconrses  more  prompt  and  fadls 
than  our  own  could  he.^  Before  we  diamisa  the  subject 
it  may  be  necessary  to  take  into  view,  that  we  dare  not 
move  out  of  the  Ohio,  until  wc  have  built  a  river  navy  of 
decided  superiority;  for  it  may  be  recei\  ed  as  a  trutli,  that 
an  expedition  after  four  day's  sail  down  the  Mississippi, 
must  succeed,  surrender,  or  perish;  as  we  can  iind  no  re- 
tivat  for  an  army  through  deep»  difficult,  extensive^  and 
trackksB  wUdsi  for  instance,  an  army  driven  on  shorn 
near  the  river  St*  Francis,  with  an  enemy  in  fhmt,  wfll 
find  itself  at  least  four  hundred  miles  removnd  Cram  suc- 
cour, and  without  transport  must  fall  a  prey  to  hostile 
savages,  or  stat  vc  Rcvertinisj  to  the  fiucstion  of  aban- 
donment or  defence,  which  has  been  suggested  for  sake  of 
argument  and  elucidation,  let  us  contemplate  the  unmea- 

*  The  present  state  of  our  popuUtton  has  wholly  duosed  ibt  cit^ 
cumauocea  of  the  veatcra  country  in  that  quarter. 
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^anred  range  of  the  Mississippi,  let  us  view  its  countless  chap. 
trilratary  watersy  which  bathe  the  most  extensive  ti^t  of 
luxuriant  soil  In  the  universe ;  let  os  reflect  that  the  most 
valuable  portion  of  this  soil  is  ours  of  riglit,  and  that  on 
the  maintenance  of  this  rif^ht  mmt  depend  the  national 
union  :  uiider  such  well  fduiuled  l  i  lli  ( tions  and  the  im- 
pressions conseffiientf  I  flatter  mysrlf  wo  sluill  noi  hesi- 
tatCf  and  that  a  determination  may  ensm,  no  longer  to 
haiard  such  precious  and  important  interests;  for  tho 
mMff  the  subordfnation,  and  prosperity  of  our  western  ' 
possessions*  the  most  cheap  and  conclusive  plan  would 
be  the  capture  of  New  Orleans;  but  as  this  step  Is  at 
present  unwarrantable,  we  must  turn  our  thuus^Iits  to  the 
defensive  pnitectton  of  those  settlements;  and  in  Miis 
view  it  will  naturally  occur,  as  a  general  principle,  that 
the  means  to  be  opposed  must  bear  a  due  proportion*  to 
the  force  which  may  posaiblj  be  employed  against  us.— 
But  in  the  present  state  of  things*  I  deem  three  regiments 
of  ittfhnti^*  three  companies  of  artillery*  two  troops  of 
cavalry,  and  our  two  galliest  competent  to  the  defence  of 
the  country,  against  any  foi-ce  which  could  have  been 
bfoiic^lit  into  action  tVotii  Luuisiaiiii,  wlicn  I  left  that  pro- 
vi!H  (■  ill  Juno  last,  providod  wc  receive  a  seasonable  sup- 
ply of  artillery  and  ordnauc  c  stores. 

The  particular  dispositions  which  I  should  prefer  for 
this  force*  under  the  circumstances  In  which  i  left  the 
countty*  nay  be  briefly  comprised  In  the  following  details* 
▼Is.  a  snbsJtrrn^s  ciHumand  at  Fort  Pickering  (say  Chick- 
asaw bluflW*)  as  a  <«teci«n  ienens^^*  to  preserve  our  etclu- 
sive  intercourse  witli  tlic  Chickasaw  Indians,  and  ff>r  their 
accouimodauon  ;  a  garrison  at  Fort  Aflams,  compel  n<  to 
command  the  pass  of  the  river,  and  to  (irotract  a  siege  t'  it 
three  months;  and  to  this  service  I  consider  500  infan- 
tr>  and  two  companies  of  artillery  adequate*  the  works 
being  lloished*  and  properly  armed  and  endowed.  From 
Fort  Adams  alonjc  the  line  of  national  demarcationg  at 
tbi*  critical  piisseff,  I  pro^^ise  a  chain  of  small  posts,  to 
^ut^vent  fori-ign  intrigues  with  our  indiun.ir  and  lu  arrest 
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CHAP,  any  desultory  mofements  which  rai^  be  attoufM  hgr 
our  lefty  am)  towanb  our  rear*  The  garrlscfiia  of  tbeae 
posts  must  be  calculated  to  repel  the  attacks  of  simII 
armsy  and  to  retire  without  loss  before  the  approach  of 

cannon.  With  my  main  body  I  would  select  a  licalthy 
position,  to  rovcf  our  settlements,  and  co-operate  witli 
Fort  Adnins  sin  iil<l  ii  be  nttessary;  and  to  fnablr  me  to 
give  battle  to  an  invading  force,  or  to  deny  it  at  my  dis- 
cretion. In  this  situation  I  would  nake  soidtera  and 
wait  errnts. 

Having  thus»  Siry  run  oTcr  our  whole  firoatier  from 
Canada  to  East  Florlday  permit  me  to  call  your  attc»- 

tion  to  tlic  SxHirres,  from  wlience  wc  are  to  derive  the  force 
itquijiiK  if>  ran  y  tlie  pro|K>sitions  into  cfTect,  which  I  have 
ibe  honour  to  ofier  to  your  consideration. 

The  regimental  returns  No.  6,  are  calculated  to  ex- 
pose to  you  the  paucity  and  painful  derangeoMmt  of  tfaoae 
corps* 

The  battalion  of  artillery,  necesiarlly  acting  In  do*  ' 
tachments,  we  find  deficient  seventy  privates,  (more  than 

one-foiuUi  of  the  eslablishmcnt) ;  we  perceive  also  one 
I  aplain  dcTiriciit,  one  subaltern  abseuty  and  another  about 
to  rcsif^n  liis  commission. 

Tite  first  regiment  we  find  scattered  from  one  extra- 
mtiy  of  the  nation  to  the  other f  we  find  two  companies 
mustered  to  the  same  officer  (Captain  Tlnstey),  and  Six 
companies  furnishing  232  privates  only*  Instead  of  9M» 
and  It  Is  painful  to  remark,  that  In  this  number  consists 
the  strength  of  the  rrj^iinent;  we  find  also  four  captains 
aiifl  four  subalterns  only  present  with  tlicJic  six  companies, 
\\  liich  leaves  two  captains  and  eii^ht  snbaltei  ns  to  be  ac- 
counted iur;  and  we  behold  a  deficiency  of  four  lieate^ 
nants  and  two  surgeon'^  mates  to  complete  this  corps. 

The  second  regiment  is  more  compacCy  yet  it  ib  also 
miicA  dispersed;  we  perceive  a  great  deddency  in  the 
ranks  of  tliis  corps  likewise,  eight  companies  fbmfsbfng 
301  privates  in  place  of  480,  the  establislimcnt ;  wc  find 
four  captains  and  sixtrefi  sulialrerns  absent,  and  one  lieu- 
tenant and  two  surgeon's  mates  wanting  to  coiupiote* 
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Of  the  third  regiment  we  ftwl  five  cenpanics  en  the  chap. 
liiwilmippii  and  one  in  the  state  uf  Tenneeeee*  of  the  last 
I  have  no  retnrn;  the  five  companies  return  only  S16 

privates  instead  uf  300,  and  we  find  in  liii^  corps  also,  a 
great  dispersion  of  the  officers,  iUv  HMvs;vuii  and  a  mate 
absent*  and  six  Ueuteoants  and  one  mate  wanting  to 
complete. 

"  The  fourth  regiment  was  taken  from  my  command^ 
-   by  the  secrelaiy  of  mr.  Doctor  M^Heniy*  in  1797^  and 
I  Imve  no  letam  of  it 

M  To  complete  the  three  first  regents  to  the  ceta^ 
hlishmenty  the  summary  annexed  to  the  regimental  re- 
turns exhibits  a  deficiency  of  tic  vcii  lieutenants,  live  sur- 
geon's mates*  thirty  cadets*  three  scr.i^catit  majors*  five 
quarter-master  sergeants*  five  senior  tnusiciana*  sixty 
sei^geantSf  fifty-one  corporals*  ten  drummers^  sixteen 
fifer%  and  one  thousand  and  fiftj-ooe  privatesi  and  eigh- 
teen captains  and  forlj-fitnr  lieutenants  are  reported 
*  absent. 

This  great  deficiency  of  nearly  three-fifths  of  the 
establishment,  is  an  afflicting  circumstance,  but  the  de- 
rangement atitl  tiispcrsion  of  the  corps,  and  the  separa- 
tion of  the  men  that  aire  effective  from  the  ollicers*  and 
the  officers  from  the  men*  tear  up  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciilis  of  nilitaffy  insUtotions ;  they  extingnish  the  pride 
oCcorpo*  that  powerfnUly  operative  impiilse-^they  prevent 
emnialfen— they  perpetuate  ignorance-— they  produce  in- 
subordination and  indiscipline,  and  they  destroy  respon- 
sibility, without  whicii  ali  muititudes  become  mobS|  and 
an  army  llie  worst  of  all. 

It  is  ||4some  to  retrace  lost  ground ;  it  is  difficult  to 
combat*  sncceesfalljrf  the  pRgndices  of  the  ignorant  and 
indeleat;  it  is  sometinies  odions  even  to  correct  abusesf 
and  it  is  always  laborbns  to  eilract  order  oat  of  conAt- 
sion.*— But  1*  and  all  within  the  spliere  of  my  command* 
look  up  to  you*  Sir,  in  full  confidence*  for  such  radical 
reform  as  may  rescue  the  profession  from  disgrace,  and 
the  array  Iron  utter  moi*  We  laaguish  to  behold  iuno- 
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CHAP.  Tation  and  pfesomption*  yield  to  principles  and  siibordi- 
^  nation;  we  wi?5fi  to  sec  l  i^litfii!  pprroeratives  ami  just  dis- 
tiiir lions  inatntained,  ac^ainst  paHial  innovations  and  ca- 
pricious whims :  and  \vc  tltirst  lor  the  reKtoi'ation  of 
responsibility  tlirou]e;hoiit  the  various  grades.  To  the 
accompliBbaieiit  of  these  desirable  objects*  we  deem  it 
importaiity  tliat  an  immediale  organization  of  the  coflip»» 
nics  ensue*  that  the  otBcera  be  ordered  to  join  Without 
delay*  and  that  they  be  not  hereafter  separated  from  their 
men,  but  bv  iu  rniission  of  the  commandini;  ^n  iK  i  nl;  tbat 
the  rrjcjimcnts  be  in(  orporati  fi  practicable,  and 

when  imprartirabic,  that  the  parts  be  apprtiximated  as 
nearly  as  the  interests  of  the  service  may  permit;  that 
the  field  officers  be  attacbeil  to*  and  act  with  their  sere* 
ral  corps*  and  that  in  the  fp^dations  of  rank*  and  the  re- 
lations of  duty*  no  anthofi^  may  interfere  between  a  sa- 
pertor  and  an  inferior* 

*  <•  In  the  present  situation  of  the  troops  under  conside- 
ration* I  Gnd  some  difficulty  in  devising  a  plan  for  their  * 


•  Antecedent  to  this  period,  Doctor  M'Heur},  then  secretary  of 
war,  h«d  uUrodnced  into  the  service  anomalies,  such  us  were  since 
mutufed  by  General  ArniMrong,  and  still  prevail  in  tbe  war  depart- 
ment, which  dettfojed  every  thing  Uke  tubofdinaiimi  and  reaponti- 
bility,  and  coneenttted  aapreme  power  in  the  bead  of  the  dcpanment. 
Tbia  genttenan  ruined  the  aerviee,  but  nade  himaelf  very  ridiculouai 
like  fvencral  Armatronjf,  he  would  write  a  miliuuy  bookt  and  aa 
mini  was  not  written  at  that  time*  he  fell  on  Cuthbertson*a  Regtt1a« 
tions  for  a  Battalion,  written  about  the  year  1760.  when  the  British 
infantry  formed  in  three  ranks,  and  the  Doctor  with  the  aid  of  this 
light  essayed  a  system  of  regulations  for  the  infantry  <>f  the  United 
States  ;  hut  not  knowing  that  we  formed  in  two  ranks,  and  «  onfound- 
ing  ihc  coloiicl  with  the  commander  in  clm'f,  and  the  regimental 
non-commissioned  staff  wiilj  ilic  jrrncral  st  «{]',  he  commenced  such  a 
syblem  of  incongruity  as  madL-  hun  i  kIk  ulous  in  the  eyes  of  the 
youngest  subaltern.  Luckily  for  the  character  of  the  government,  be 
aent  me— but  unluckily  for  bia  own,  ho  also  sent  my  aubordinaies— 
several  transcripts  of  his  performance  for  our  opinions,  which  without 
the  violation  of  irravity  or  delicacy,  I  turned  into  such  ridicule,  aa 
soon  exposed  to  him  the  absurdity  of  his  impuature,  and  prereoted 
the  intrusion  of  a  second  cbapitr  oo  my  attention. 
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{ttcorporation,  and  in  brin^ini^  the  several  garrisons  to  CRAP, 
the  pJisLis  proposed  for  them  ;  but  tu  delay  the  corrective,  J^L 
will  be  to  luster  the  disease  which  menaces  our  dissolu- 
tion,  and  with  great  objects  before  w,  we  must  step  over  . 
small  impediments. 

With  due  deference  theo»  and  pursuant  to  the  ideas 
before  expressedy  I  shall  propose  that  the  first  nigiaieDl 
and  two  comjmnies  of  artillerjy  be  assigned  to  the  posts 
of  the  lakes»  and  the  garrison  of  Massac  on  the  Ohio  | 
and  that  the  second,  third  and  fourth  regiments  be  order- 
ed to  the  Mississippi. 

«  Should  this  pj  oposition  be  adopted*  it  seems  advisa- 
blcy  that  the  whole  of  the  infantry  in  Georgia  be  trans- 
Ibrred  to  some  one  of  our  new  posts*  and  the  officers  be 
ordered  to  your  bead  qoarlers  for  instructions.  By  this 
arraogementy  we  save  the  expense  of  doable  transport 
]irevent  delay»  and  avail  onrseWes  of  the  services  of  men 
who  are  seasoned  to  an  unhealtliy  climate. 

"The  troops  now  at  Oswet^o  and  Nia,^ara,  witli  Whist- 
ler's company  from  Fort  Wayne,  will  complete  the  j^ar- 
rison  proposed  fur  the  second  place,  to  one  major*  one 
captaiflt  four  lieutenants*  one  sni^^n's  mate*  four  ser- 
geants* five  corporals*  one  drummer*  one  fifer*  two  arti- 
ficers* and  seventy-two  ftrlvates ;  and  will  leave  us  ona 
sergeant,  two  corporals,  one  drummer*  one  fifer,  two  art!* 
fi(  CIS,  and  Hixteen  privates  of  artillery,  with  three  flfers 
and  one  corporal  of  infantry  to  be  cart  itd  furwani  to  De- 
troit, and  tr-ansferred  to  the  lirat  regiment,  and  Captaiu 
Thompson's  artillci'y ;  to  which  place  also,  the  residue  of 
the  garrison  of  Fort  Wayne  should  be  ordered^  and  that 
post  left  in  chai|^  of  the  Indian  ^gent  wbo  Is  posted 
there.  We  shall  then  find  at  Detroit*  of  artllleiy*  ono 
captain*  one  lieutenant*  three  sergeants*  four  corporals* 
two  fifers,  one  di  ummer,  two  artificers,  and  twenty  ma- 
trosses,  and  of  the  infantry  of  the  first  regiment  one  lieu- 
tenant-colonel, ono  major,  one  captain,  one  lieutenant* 
ono  surgeon*  eight  sergeants*  twelve  corporals,  three 
fifers*  one  drummer*  and  thirfj-siz  privates  ^  to  which  I 
propose  to  add^  by  transfer  from  the  men  of  tbe  second 


Digitized  by  Google 


]^f£3I0IRS  BY 


CHAP,  regiment  now  iUtvc,  in  exchange  for  Uie  same  number 
of  Uie  first  regiment  on  the  Mississippi,  six  sergeants, 
seven  corporals,  two  drummers,  two  fifers,  and  seventy- 
five  privates,  which  will  give  us  a  total  of  nine  sergeants, 
twelve  corporals,  tliree  drummers,  five  fifers,  and  one 
hundred  and  eleven  privates  pf  infantry;  and  these  I 
would  form  into  two  companies  and  officer  completely  ; 
and  of  the  supernumerary  non-commissioned  officers^ 
drums  and  fifes,  one  sergeant,  one  corporal,  one  drum 
and  one  fife,  may  be  assigned  to  Captain  Prior,  who 
wants  them,  and  the  residue  may  be  employed  in  the  re- 
cruiting service.  Thompson's  artillery  sliould  be  com- 
pleted without  delay,  and  in  the  mean  time,  a  detach- 
ment sent  to  relieve  Porter  at  Mackinac,  who  with  his 
company  should  be  ordered  to  Massac,  via  Chicago  and 
the  Illinois  river,  a  safe,  easy  and  expeditious  route  du- 
ring spring  or  autumn,  in  pcroques  or  birch  canoes ;  and 
for  the  sake  of  responsibility  and  economy,  the  detach- 
ment of  Thompson's  company,  now  at  Massac,  should  be 
transferred  to  Porter.  The  following  will  then  be  found 
the  present  actual  strength  of  the  first  regiment,  and  the 
force  of  those  garrisons  respectively. 
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«  A  comparison  of  this  return,  with  the  garrisons  pro- 
posed for  the  posts  it  comprehends,  will  exhibit  a  great 
deficiency  of  men  and  officers ;  to  repair  these  defects, 
the  due  complement  of  officers  for  the  five  companies, 
should  be  ordered  immediately  to  join,  and  the  residue 
should  be  actively  employed  in  the  recruiting  service; 
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for  tlHil  6tLt9f  witk  Mmkf  complete  the  regimento 
hf  the  next  spring,  Mbre  wliieli  periad  we  hftve  little  te 

appi  chciul,  as  tlic  frost  will  soon  lock  up  the  lakes. 

«  Of  tlie  second  regiment,  svc  have  eight  com])ahii^s 
returned^  which  givo  us  301  privates ;  tticse  should  be 
Ofyaniaed  into  six  ceroiiiBieaj  completely  officered,  aed 
the  leaidiie  of  iM.gWitlpiWi  in  cenuiiission^  Ihe  ftiirplue 
noB^ooMiiMietted  oSoer^  dnmit  aid  Ubb^  alieiild 

ordered  letlieMV^tMgeerncei  tbedetadMntsef  tbli 

corps,  may  wkk  fMiKtyf  with  expedition  and  econoroyy 
reach  the  destination  proposed  for  it,  by  the  Miami  of  the 
J^akes,  the  Wabash  and  the  Ohio  rivers;  and  should  the 
proposition  be  adopted,  orders  ought  to  be  immediately 
issued  for  the  roovemeot»  as  the  autumnal  floods  are  at 
haadf  andUiainportaatte  the  health  of  the  troofa  des- 
tined to  tiio  wnOh^  thai  tfaiy  shrndd  riacli  their  atatioaa 
in  antdmo. 

The  third  returna  dre  weak  compaeiea  in  the  Mis- 
sissippi territoryi  and  we  are  aissured  ol  one  company  lu 
the  5 late  of  Tennessee ;  the  last  should  be  ordered  to  Join 
the  main  body ;  the  whole  should  be  officered  to  the  es- 
tahlisfamenty  and  the  recruiting  service  should  he  pushed 
hj  the  aupemttmerarieai  Ihe  colonel^  who  luis  never  '$§m 
ids  veglimmd  ti  amn  ffcar^s  aerowe,  ahauld  he  ordered  to 
join  i^  and  the  first  major,  who  hoe  hem  more  than  thru 
ifear$  t^9enif  ahoald  be  ordered  to  do  duty  either  with  his 
coi*|)s  or  at  a  rccruitiiig  rendezvous. 

"  With  re^ctto  the  fourth  re^^iment,  stationed  in  tlie 
state  of  Tennessee,  I  have  no  report  on  which  to  found 
details  ^  but  as  it  a{^ears  that  peace  and  content  have 
been  leaUrod  in  that  qtuaiterf  the  ot^ects  of  the  connnaad 
there  h«fe  csaaed»  and  the  corps  maj  with  fhcility,  and 
witbanl  eapense,  he  readily  transferred  to  Ihe  Miasis- 
sippt.  The  fragments  of  an  artillery  company,  and  a 
troop  of  (Iraj^ooiis  attached  to  this  regiment,  may  also  be 
ordered  by  the  same  route,  to  the  most  feeble,  exposed 
and  SHCCouriess  frontier  of  the  nation ;  but  special  care 
should  he  had  in  the  reno?nl  of  this  corpe^  that  the  due 
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CHAP.  G«im|il0iieikt  of  officers  much  with  it.   Under  the  cover 
^7^1^  No.  7»  you  will  find*  respectfally  fltiliniUed»  a  plaii  for 
llie  organiziitioii  of  the  four  old  r«glneiilB»  which  by  the 
late  augmeiitatioii  and  change  of  estnUishnieBtt  have  been 

entirely  disorganised.  In  the  distribution  of  the  oAcrrSy 
I  liavr  rons'ilted  talents,  qua! iHrations  and  mprils,  as  (ar 
as  my  knowledge  extcmls  ;  and  wlu  n  this  has  failed  me, 
1  have  cast  lots.  1  beg  to  call  your  attenUan  to  my  pre- 
ference of  captains,  as  I  have  seen  most  of  them  triedf 
and  have  made  the  selection  with  a  view  to  combat* 

**  In  examining  the  ordnance  tfetnm  for  Fort  Wayne^ 
you  will  perceive  a  handsome  stock  of  small  arms»  and  a 
small  quantity  of  powder.  Should  the  garrison  be  re- 
moved, it  will  become  a  matter  worthy  consideration! 
whether  these  articUs  sliouhl  be  carried  to  Drtroit,  or 
forwarded  to  the  Mississippi ;  the  expense  will  be  noUiing 
in  either  case»  and  the  reflection  which  should  determine 
Qs»  will  rest  on  the  greater  or  less  safety  and  ntlllty  of 
those  weapons  at  the  respective  posts.  To  account  to 
you  for  the  small  quantity  of  Used  ammualtiont  at  the 
harrier  on  the  MIssisBippi,  I  most  obeervoy  that  we  sat 
down  in  the  woods,  and  had  our  buildings  to  form  from 
the  stuiiqi,  wlnrli  pr  t  vented  the  completion  of  a  labora- 
tory until  \Mtliin  a  f'rw  diiys  oi' uriy  depai  lurc  and  I  may 
add  (with  great  truth)  and  1  do  it  with  sensible  pain^ 
that  I  have  not  an  officer  there  who  knows  how  to  drive 
a  fuse,  or  charge  a  shelL  This  is  a  point  of  too  much 
magnitude  to  escape  your  attention,  and  I  trust  some  offi* 
cers  of  skill  and  experience  may  be  forthwith  ordered  to 
that  quarter,  and  among  them  a  field  officer  Is  indlspea- 
sabfp ;  -  is  now  senior  on  that  statif>n,  and  he  is 
not  oidy  i.^iiui  ant,  but  at  inttirvals  his  conduct  approach- 
es to  insanity,  it  appears  rssential,  that  some  persou 
should  be  employed  for  that  department,  capable  of  in« 
structing  onr  officers  in  the  inferior  branches  of  the  ma- 
thematlrsy  to  comprehend  spherical  triiponemetry  and  the 
doctrine  of  projectiles,  and  also  to  teach  them  the  oae  of 
the  necessary  Instruments ;  as  I  know  not  an  indivldnal 
ill  service  there  who  can  take  either  altitude  or  distance. 
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or  who  understands  the  proper  application  of  Hadley's  chap. 
quadrant.  On  iWm  tiubjcct  it  is  necessary  to  add,  that 
books  and  instnimpnts  should  be  furnished,  as  I  have  ^"^^^ 
never  received  either  I'rom  the  public.  A  theodolite,  a 
sexUmtt  a  circamferenter  witli  chain,  and  three  sets  of 
pocket  iootromeiito*  wooldf  I  opprehond*  ouffioe* 
^  ,  «  Under  the  covets  No.  By  1  tike  leavo  to  offer  you  k 
variety  of  inforaialbn  rdotive  to  the  interior  eommttni* 
cations  of  our  country,  from  Mkhilimackinac  to  La 
Frairie  des  Chiens,  by  the  west  sliore  of  Lake  Michigan^ 
Green  Bay,  Fox  river,  and  the  Ouisconson,  and  by  the 
east  coast  of  the  same  lake,  to  the  river  St.  Joseph,  and 
Chicago;  and  from. thence  across  into  tlie  Illinois  rive^> 
and'bjr  that  stream  into  the  Mississippiy  and  down  to  Ca- 
bokia;  and  also  tbe  route  from  Cahokia  up  the  Missis* 
sippi  to  La  Frame  de$  ChknSf  whore  we  have  annually 
the  most  numerous  assemblage  of  Indians,  and  the  most 
cojisiderable  mart  tor  Indian  ti'affic  within  our  limits,  or 
within  one  thousand  miles  of  the  same  point.  Under  the 
same  cover,  you  will  find  reports  toucliing  the  Tombig* 
bee»  and  the  covntiy  intervening  from  thence^  to  onr 
lowest  establishment  on  tbe  Mississippi^  which  will  be 
accompanied  by  a  general  (though  incorrect)  map  of  the 
country,  and  a  sea  coast  chart  from  New  Orleans  to 
Mobile,  with  a  pretty  exact  plan  of  the  Mobile  river 
up  to  Fort  Stoddert,  and  a  sketch  of  Lake  Michigan^  for 
which  I  must  refer  you  to  Lieutenant  Ucton. 

«  Under  No.  9»  I  take  the  liberty  to  offer  you  certain 
transcripts  from  my  orderly  book*  which  taken  with  my 
order  of  the  SSd  of  May,  17979  before  submitted  to  you, 
bare  constltoted  standing  rules  of  service,  and  tberefom 
it  may  be  necessary  for  the  commanding  general  to 
change,  mollify,  or  sanction  them,  to  prevent  the  quib- 
bles and  controversies  of  the  impatient  and  litigious. 

<«  The  moral,  physical  and  political  principles,  proper- 
ties  and  t^ations  of  the  saveHd  subjects  which  are  glanced 
at  in  this  detail^  win  M^itamined  in  another  report, 
whkh  I  sbdl  digest  at  myi  leisure,  as  It  can  have  bo  ln« 
fluence  on  any  immediate  operation* 
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CHAP.  I  A™  conscious,  Sir,  that  you  will  find  iu  these  sheets 
nuich  useless  prattle ;  but  in  balancing  between  precision 

■^^^^  and  prolixity,  I  decided  that  it  was  safer  to  trespass  oa 
your  tlnie»  than  to  suppress  informatioiiy  however  foivo- 
loiis.  In  matters  of  specvlatioo^  yonr  inleUigeace  will 
correct  my  errorSf  but  in  mattien  of  fact  yon  may  repoan 
confidently  on  this  report,  which  ia  most  respactfoUy  sab« 
mittcd  to  youy 

By,  Sir, 

«  Tour  obliged  and  faithful  aervanty 
(Signed)  JA.  WILKUNSON* 


After  perusing  this  memoir.  General  Hamilton  ex- 
pressed his  approbation,  but  mronncd  me  he  ahuuld  sub- 
inititto  Gieneral  Washington's  considi  ratiun,for, although 
the  General  had  declined  command,  until  there  should  be 
occaaion  for  him  to  talie  the  field,  yet  he  consulted  him  on 
all  general  arrangements,  and  that  aa  this  reference  would 
require  a  fortttight»  I  might  employ  the  Interval  as  I 
thought  proper ;  I  proposed' to  visit  Boston  to  review  the 
scenes  of  my  military  noviciate,  and  he  charged  me  with 
the  letter  fur  President  Adam3>  wliich  will  be  found  in 
page  157  ot  t!ie  next  volume.  On  luy  return  to  New 
Yorky  I  was  informed  that  General  Wasfiington  iiad  ap- 
proved my  disposition  of  the  troops,  for  the  north  and 
aoutb-westem  flrontier,  and  measures  were  immediately 
commenced,  to  carry  them  into  execution  |  bat  they  were 
arrested  by  the  unexpected  accommodation  of  onr  dilibr- 
cnccs  with  France,  and  the  sudden  reduction  of  the  army. 

For  these  blessings  the  United  States  were  indebted  to 
the  pacific  di*^position,  and  disinterested  patriotism  of 
Doctor  George  Logan»  for  which  he  deserved  a  civic 
crown,  but  under  the  delusions  of  the  times,  was  reward- 
ed with  reprobation  and  abuae.  It  must  be  ik<«sh  In 
every  man^s  recollection,  that  in  the  coarse  of  the  awM 
xevolutbn  which  stained  the  face  of  Europe  with  bloody 
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the  independent  policy  and  political  prejudices  of  tlic 
United  States,  opposed  to  the  imperious  fanaticism  and 
despotic  spirit  of  revolutionary  France,  had,  in  the 
years  1798-9,  brought  the  two  countries  into  a  species 
of  piratical  conflict,  which  menaced  a  speedy,  open,  and 
vindictive  war.  To  prevent  the  dreadful  visitation,  if 
in  his  power,  this  gentleman,  in  tl^e  enjoyment  of  ease 
and  affluence,  with  a  rising  familyi  and  a  consort  whose 
personal  accomplishments,  domestic  virtues,  and  superior 
understanding,  render  her  not  only  an  ornament  to  her 
sex,  but  I  can  say,  without  flattery,  do  honour  to  the  hu- 
man race,  determined  to  forego  these  blessings  and  de- 
parted from  Stenton  near  Pliiladclphia,  the  venerable 
seat  of  his  ancestors,  and  visited  Paris  at  his  private 
expense :  tiiis  expenditure  required  a  sacrifice,  and  he 
sold  a  part  of  his  estate,  to  fulfil  a  duty  to  humanity 
and  his  country.  On  his  arrival  at  the  French  metro- 
polis, the  good  offices  of  the  Batavian  minister,  Mr. 
Schimclpenninck  procured  him  an  introduction  to  the 
director  Merlin,  and  enabled  him  to  place  before  that  in- 
fluential man,  in  its  true  light,  the  real  character  of 
the  quari-cl  between  the  two  countries,  A  very  frank 
and  independent  conversation  produced  such  explana- 
tions, as  couhl  not  be  refuted  nor  resisted,  and  which 
were  followed  by  the  raising  of  the  unrighteous  and  op- 
pressive embargo  on  American  vessels,  which  had  me- 
naced the  fortunes  of  so  many  good  men ;  assurances 
were  also  given  formally  to  Mr.  Murray,  our  minister  at 
the  Batavian  republic,  that  the  French  directory  was 
ready  to  treat  with  commissioners  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  adjustment  of  their  controvei-sies  ;  a  negociation 
ensued,  which  however  interrupted  by  diplomatic  artifice 
or  pxssion,  was  finally  successful ;  and  thus  by  the  hu- 
mane interposition  of  an  individual,  the  war  which  had 
already  arrived  at  naval  conflict,  was  arrested ;  and  the 
boundless  prosperity  of  this  nation  was  preserved  and 
promoted.  How  many  thousands  are  there  who  owe 
their  fortunes,  how  many  more  their  lives,  to  this  agency 
of  Doctor  George  Logan  I  Yet,  how  few  remember  it  !J ! 
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CHAP.  Moved  by  the  same  princiijles  of  patriotism,  bcnefl- 
ccnce  and  rliristianity,  Doctor  Loe^an  made  an  attempt  to 
pi'event  tlic  late  war  with  the  British  nation y  for  which 
'  pur|xi6e  he  again  crossed  the  ocean  and  viailed  Great 
Britain ;  there  be  found  in  tlie  Doi^e  of  Bedford*  the 
Marquis  of  LansdowUf  Sir  John  Sindair*  baronet*  and 
Mr.  Cake,*  the  distinguished  and  highly  independent 
member  fur  the  county  of  Norfolk,  and  other  eminent 
public  chariicters,  the  most  friendly  dispositions  towards 
tlie  United  Stateay  and  the  strongest  desire  for  peace;— 
during  bis  ataj  be  addressed  a  letter  tOf  and  bad  an  in- 
terview with  the  Marquis  Wellesley,  then  secretary  of 
state  for  foreign  affairs  on  the  subject,  which  appeared  to 
him  satisfactory  ;  bitt  the  dominant  spirit  of  tlie  British 
cabinet^  and  mutual  jealousies  and  irritafions»torhid  that 
conciliatory  course,  which  might  possibly  have  promoted 
and  pivserved  a  good  understanding  between  the  two  na« 
tlons*  If  this  personal  mission  failed  of  eSbct*  It  was  not 
the  fianlt  of  the  agentf  who  deserved  the  grateful  thanks 
of  fiis  <  uuntry  f«ir  the  undertaking;  but  the  Federalists 
had  abused  the  Doctor  for  his  ofTirious,  but  suc<  essful  in- 
terference with  Franco  ;  so  on  this  occasion,  dow  nright 
good  Democrats  by  profession  ridiculed  his  visit  to 
Great  Britain  as  the  impulse  of  an  enthusiastic  mind : 
such  is  the  intolerance  of  faction  and  the  vehemem:e  of 
interested  partisans  in  all  cases^  wMcb  tend  to  affect  their 
political  views  and  designs.  But,  I  would  to  God  we  had 
an  liundred  influent hii  citizens  of  the  same  spirit  and 
principle  scattered  over  the  United  States,  for  it  is  by  the 
cultivation  of  such  a  spirit  and  such  principles^  that  the 
liappy  constitution  and  government  of  our  coimtryy  can  bo 
rescued  fh>m  the  fatigH,  not  of  a  ptilliiral  party,  but  of  an 
interested  and  ambitious  cabal,  and  biouglit  back  to  its 
original  purity  ;  and  it  is  by  such  means  and  such  meOf 

•  The  accomplished  proprietor  and  occupant  of  the  princely  nK>n- 
Btcn  and  a-iaw  of  Holkam,  a  gcntltmun  a«  celebrated  for  his  liospiu- 
luy  and  private  virtues  'ah  fur  hts  pure  and  coraistent  line  of  politics. 
Jie  is  siid  lo  hiivc  more  than  once  declined  the  honours  of  the  pccrt 
preferring  his  high  sunding  «s  a  commoner. 
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tbe  peace,  proprietjr  and  happiness  oi  tbo  republic  wiii  chap. 
be  preserved. 

The  following  letter  will  demonatrate  the  principles  of 
Hie  writer,  and  ttw  inotms  of  Dixstor  Logan's  laal  visit 
ta£iirope» 

*i  St.  Jam€$*$  Place,  JV^  S7f  • 
«tfpril  Si»th,  1810. 

M  My  Lord» 

<i  I  arrived  in  the  laal  British  packet  from  New  York, 
and  had  the  pleasure  of  brltigiug  with  me  despatches  freoi 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  our  minister  in  Lon- 
don,  of  the  most  conciliatory  nature,  calculated  tn  settle 
the  unhappy  difierence  which  has  too  long  subsisted  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  the  United  States^  equally  iiyn- 
rious  to  both. 

^  Since  ny  being  In  Londonf  I  Und  an  opinion  prevails 
with  some  gentlemen  of  high  standing  in  the  councils  of 
their  country,  that  the  President  and  the  people  of  the 
United  States  liave  a  strong  attachment  to  France.  Hav- 
iog  been  a  member  of  the  senate  of  the  United  States  for 
six  years,  and  for  more  than  fifteen  years  been  honoured 
with  tiie  friendship  of  Mr.  Madison*  I  luiow  this  charge 
to  be  without  fbundaUon*  As  I  consider  it  of  some  im- 
portance to  have  yonr  mind  perfectly  satisfied  on  thin 
point,  witki  the  permission  of  your  Lordship,  1  will  wait 
on  >  ou  to-morrow  at  one  o^clock*  to  have  a  short  conver- 
sation with  you  on  the  aulyect. 

Sensible  4if  the  importance  of  yonr  time,  devoted  to 
the  service  of  your  Gonatiy*  I  ahontd  not  wish  to  intrude 
on  it  for  a  moment;  but  the  tremendoua  power  of  Bonui- 
parte  in  Europe,  his  activity  and  future  prospects  of  do- 
urination,  i*enders  it  absolutely  necessary  that  both  our 
governments,  in  their  present  negotiation,  should  resort 
to  a  spirit  of  confidencOf  justice  and  foriiearance,  and  not 
to  jealousy  and  petty  acts  of  irritation.  Mr*  Pinkney^ 
our  minister^  has  the  full  coni&dence  of  the  Prssidipi 
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CHAP,  and  is  himself  well  disposed  to  promote  a  liappy  recon-- 
ciliatiom 

Accept  aSBinuices  of  nqr  respect 

GEO.  LOGAN* 

TIic  most  noibU  the  J^Iarquis  WeUesky.^ 


«  Stenton,  March  20tft»  1815. 

«  Dear  Sir, 

It  is  with  the  highest  gratiilcatieii  I  coDgratiiiatA 

you  on  the  return  of  peace  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  United  States.  You  well  know  the  anxiety  of  my 
mind^  when  in  London,  to  prevent  the  direful  conflict  by 
which  both  nations  hafe  lost  many  .valaable  citizieiis*  and 
expended  millions  of  moneyy  withont  acquiring  one  sing^ 
advantage.  Bnt  this  calamitous  event  Is  not  attribntablo 
to  the  people  of  cither  nation,  but  to  the  infatuated  coun* 
cils  of  both.  This  is  evidenced  by  the  universal  joy  per- 
vading every  class  of  citizens^  even  before  the  terms  oC 
peace  were  known. 

«<  Hostilities  haviqg  ceased*  it  is  probable  a  treaty  of 
friendship  and  commerce  will  be  contemplated.  Should 
ibis  desirable  event  tak<e  place,  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  ne- 
gotiations will  not  he  tarnislicd  by  temporary  expedients, 
or  mere  local  considerations,  injurious  to  the  i^neral  in- 
terest*  but  that  a  spirit  of  magnanimity  will  prevail*  as 
ihe  sounds  polipy*  to  insure  the  peace  and  f utare  protf» 
perity  of  both  countries. 

^  Accept  assurances  of  m j  esteem  and  friendship. 

«  GtO.  LOGAN. 

Sir  John  Sinclair.^* 


EdMurgh,  Juli/  20th,  1815. 

M  My  dear  Sir* 

I  bad  ibe  pleasure  of  receiving;  yours.  I  rejoice  ex- 
*cifcdingly  at  the  restoration  of  peace  between  the  two 


Digitized  by 


GENERAL  mLKINSON. 


163 


coanfriM.  II  was  neither  your  &utt  nor  mine*  tiial  a  OHAP. 

war,  so  nnfortunate  for  both  countries,  was  not  prevent- 
cd.  I  ao)  now  at  Edinburgli,  at  a  distance  from  all  my 
jfA^rSf  and  can  only  request  your  acceptance  of  the  trifloa 
lierewitb  inclosed,  together  with  two  recipes  for  preTent- 
ing  the  mildewf  which  would  be  invalnahle^  if  they  are 
fbund  to  answer. 

**  Excuse  a  (bw  hasty  lines^  and  believe  me  with  much  ^ 
esteem  and  re^d^ 

*<  Youra, 

JOHN  SINCLAUL 

«  J>r.  Oeorge  Logan/* 


The  splendid  abilities  of  General  Hamilton  were  ad- 
mitted  on  all  hands»  but  his  political  sentiments  and  pub- 
lic services,  became  a  subject  of  controventy  between  tha 
adverse  parties,  which  divided  the  comnmnilyi  on  one 
hand  he  was  eutogiaed  as  the  consuttmate  statesman, 
and  the  sonnd  patriot;  whilst  on  the  other,  he  was  charg* 
cd  predilections  to  royalty,  and  political  attach- 

ments hostile  to  republican  institutions ;  his  works  best 
bespeak  his  transcendant  talents^  and  General  Washing* 
ton  bore  testimony  to  his  probi^  and  patriotism*  The 
entire  confidence  with  which  ibis  gentleman  treated 
licensed  the  most  vareserved  ihmkness,  and  one  day  in  a 
dcbukoiy  conversation,  1  inquired  of  Lim  wlicther  he 
knew  he  was  considered  by  many>  as  the  advocate  oi 
royal  governments,  and  the  decided  friend  of  Great  Bri* 
tain  ?  He  replied,  that  those  with  whom  he  was  associat- 
ed in  politics,  and  who  nnderstood  him,  would  acqnit  him 
of  these  preddiections;  but  that  those  who  were  of  the 
opposite  party,  had  he  understood,  accused  him  of  both  ; 
lie  said,  that  the  part  lie  took  in  the  federal  convention^ 
had  he  supposed  given  rise  to  the  first  imputation,  and 
his  opposition  to  the  public  sympathies,  for  revolutionary 
Franca^  to  the  last$  that  in  the  convention^  ho  had  la- 
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CHAP,  boared  to  promote  a  system  of  governmenty  which  h^ 

lieved  best  calculated  to  preserve  the  integrity  of  the 
union;  for»  that»  from  his  reading  and  experience*  bo 
coaM  not  bring  himself  to  lielieve  a  great  erolHre  could 

be  protected  by  a  tliatrhed  roof,  against  the  storms  and 
tempest  to  wlncli  all  staLrs  were  liable;  and  that,  there- 
fore, he  was  for  vesting  (Congress  with  a  qualified  con^ 
troul  over  the  state  governments  $  to  guard  against  ca*' 
price  and  contumacy*  and  to  secure  obedience  to  the  na- 
tional will.  That  his  adversaries  were  inconsistent,  in- 
asmuch as  they  ailuvved  him  to  possess  discernment  and 
Icnowledge,  and  yet,  charged  him  with  a  desire  to  intro- 
duce a  monarchy,  which  every  person  in  the  least  ac- 
quainted with  the  genius  and  temper  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States*  must  know  was  absurd.  That  under  the 
existing  constitution*  be  could  readily  conceive  a  possible 
case,  which  might  lead  to  a  subversion  of  the  gener;il  go- 
vernment, that  was  a  coalition,  between  Virginia  and 
Massachusetts,  to  resist  the  measures  of  Congress;  for* 
said  he*  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  a  remedy  for  such  an 
evil*  originating  with  tluise  powerful  states.  With  re- 
spect  to  the  other  point*  be  said*  it  was  not  from  an  na- 
firiendlj  disposition  to  the  French  people*  that  be  bad 
opposed  the  public  sympathies,  but  It  was  to  prevent  the 
bonest  zeal  oT  our  own  people,  Irum  hurrying  them  Iicad 
long  into  the  arms  of  a  nation,  engaged  in  a  contest,  Uie 
end  of  which*  no  one  could  discern  ;  tluit  his  sole  olyect* 
was  to  preserve  the  Independence  of  the  United  States^ 
hj  saving  them  from  political  engagements*  which  might 
prove  dangerous  to  their  future  peace,  and  prosperity; 
and  that  in  regard  to  Great  Britain,  altlnuji^h  the  policy 
he  had  advocated  migiit  indirectly  favour  iicr  Kuropeau 
views,  it  had  been  the  effect  of  circumstances*  in  which 
bis  dispositions  had  no  share  ;  for  that  at  the  very  timOf 
bis  heart  bled  under  the  sense  of  the  wrongs*  offered  bjr 
Great  Britain  to  the  United  States*  and  he  had  no  doubt 
the  haughty  spirit  of  that  nation,  would  involve  us  in  a 
war  with  her  in  less  than  seven  years ;  for  wiucb*  it  was 
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* 

lis  opiniotiywe  shnuld  then  be^in  to  prepare ;  and  it  is  a  chap. 
fact,  that  all  bis  measures  and  deliberations  took  that  .^J^Jl 

It  is  not  in  my  pnwcr  to  do  justice  to  General  liamiL 
ton's  turn  ut'  tliought,  or  mode  of  exi»iTSsiou;  but  tbo 
preceding  is  to  the  best  of  my  rccollectinnt  the  substance 
of  his  observations,  and  I  offer  them  to  the  world  at  their. 
value»  not  doubting^  myself*  that  bis  motives  were  pure, 
,  and  that  his  poliry  saved  this  country  trtun  heavy  rala- 
mities.  How  capricious  then  is  the  destiny  of  public 
nu  n  j  how  advci-se  tlie  fortunes  of  individuals,  who  labour- 
ed togetlier  in  common  cause,  for  the  maintenance  of 
principles  of  govern ment,  which  they  equally  appnived  I 
I  allude  specifically  to  Alexander  Hamilton  and  James 
Madlsonf  and  I  must  be  pardoned  for  the  comparison, 
which  is  liere  employed,  merely  as  a  caution  to  my  touu- 
trymcn,  in  the  cfioico  of  their  servants,  nut  hastily  to 
condemn,  nor  blindly  approve. 

Mr.  Hamilton  and  Mr.  Madison  assisted  by  Mr.  Jay, 
wrote  the  Feileralist  in  concert,  which  is  conclusive  as  to 
their  union  of  sentiment  and  entire  confidence  at  that 
time,  and  if  the  united  testimony  of  Judge  Yates*  and  of 
Gt  iK'ial  Hamihonf  deserves  credit.  Mr.  Ma<Iiso?rs  aris- 
tucratical  disposition  in  the  federal  convention,  cannot  ba 
denied ;  and  if  such  respectable  proofs  shoald  be  deemed 
insufficient,  sorely  his  administration  of  the  government 
for  the  last  fiveyearft,  would  furnish  abundant  evidence  of 
bis  disposition  to  usurpation  and  abuse  of  power»  and 
what  is  equally  fatal  to  a  natiow,  his  tame  suiiaussion  to 
their  commission  by  other's;  and  yet  we  have  seen  these 
political  brethren,  the  one  depressed  and  the  other  exalt- 
ed, by  the  very  same  party,  for  their  political  tenets ;  so 
much  for  that  Integrity,  which  spurns  concealment,  and 
that  hypocrisy,  which  studies  dissimulation. 

'i  lie  reader  will  excuse  me  for  leadins;  liim  from  tliis 

tx^Q^c  to  one  of  a  simtiar  character,  written  more  than 

* 

* 

*  See  new  leriet  ef  Ancriean  Law  loonial,  pigw  463. 570* 
t  See  aixth  ediUm  ef  tbe  OUve  Bnach,  pages  78—9. 
TOK.  I.  3  N 
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CHAP,  twelve  years  after;  during  which  period  the  moral  and 
physical  capacities  of  the  western  country  have  under- 
gone an  incredible  change^  and  the  improTements  have 
transcended  all  example ;  during  this  eventful  epoch  not 
only  tlie  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  but  both  banks  of 
that  matchless  river,  with  a  boundless  extent  of  territory, 
have,  by  the  tumuUs  of  tlie  world  and  tiie  caprices  of  for- 
tune^  been  acquired  by  the  United  States,  whether  for  their 
remotehappinessisaquestion  which  I  have  alwaya doubted* 
After  two  years  of  pefuecutlon*  which  will  be  fully  er- 
plained  In  the  next  volume  ot  these  memoirs,  roy  sword 
whitli  had  been  divorced,  tor  i\\v  Tn  .^L  time  during  a  life 
spent  in  the  military  service  o[  niy  ( ountry,  was  I'cs^ored 
to  me,  and  1  was  warned  to  prepare  for  command  on  the 
.  Mississippi.  The  naval  despotism  of  Great  Britain  dis- 
played In  her  blockades,  her  eearchesy  impressfflettta»  in- 
sults of  our  flag*  murders  of  our  citizensy  and  contempt 
of  our  rcnionstrances,  had  long  before  given  just  cause  of 
war,  and  the  declaration  would  probably  have  been  made, 
but  for  the  outmgcous  wrongs  and  indignities  heaped 
upon  us,  at  the  same  time,  by  Bonaparte ;  which  by  dis- 
tracting the  national  counsels  blunted  the  edge  of  our  re- 
sentments against  the  British  government,  and  disunited 
the  public  sentiment.  War,  always  a  certain  calamity, 
and  of  uncertain  issue,  depended  on  ;l  castinir  vote,  but  it 
couUl  ridt  Ijc  sustained  with  effect,  without  the  very  gene* 
ral  and  hearty  approbation  of  the  people;  neither  was 
the  country  in  a  state  of  preparation  fo  measure  sworda 
and  purses,  with  a  nation  powerful  in  arms,  and  fruitful 
In  resources ;  nor  is  the  government  of  ^ese  states  (/ 
\hank  Mmighfy  God  for  iQ  framed  for  the  purposes  of 
war.  The  righlftd  and  necessary  publi(  ity  of  republican 
deliberations,  and  the  dilatory  proceedings  of  popular  as- 
semblics,  forbid  the  prompt,  secret,  sudden  Mow,  whicli 
constitutes  the  life  and  soul  of  war;  and  is  congenial  with 
despotisms  only ;  the  sagacious  JeflSsrson  carefully  sur- 
veyed these  obstacles,  and  wisely  and  virtoously  preferred 
negociatioii,  regardless  of  public  clamour.  His  succes- 
sor pursued  the  same  sound  policy,  untU  he  found  it  ne- 
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oessary  ostensibly  to  yield  up  his  owu  juJgmcut  to  secure  CUAF. 
his  re-election,  and  while  he  made  war  with  one  hand^ 
courted  negociation  with  the  other.  But  lest  the  public 
acts  of  Great  Britain  should  not  bear  him  out*  he  sought 
hj  the  agency  of  a  traitor,  whose  perfidy  dishonoured  the 
appeal  and  wliit^e  iiKiUvtb  (iisi  rcdited  his  revelations,  to 
irritate,  inflame,  and  prepare  the  public  iui?iU  ibr  his  pur- 
pose. Tliis  allusion  wili  recai  to  the  reader  the  intrigues 
of  the  venal  apostate  Uenry^  for  whose  secret  infortna- 
tion»  President  Madison  disgraced  his  station  and  abused 
the  public  trust,  by  the  commutation  of  fifty  thousand 
dollars;  .some  Future  historian  will  render  anipk  justice 
to  this  transaction. 

The  morning  preceding  tliis  terrible  explosion,  the  se- 
cretary of  war  called  on  me  at  ray  quarterst  and  inquired  . 
whether  I  was  prepared  to  march?  I  asked  for  my  in- 
stnictionBy  and  he  obsenred  they  could  be  formed  in  ten 
minutes  ^«some  conversation  ensued  touching  the  neccs- 
sity  of  despatch,  and  a  war  being  mentioned,  I  expressed 
my  belief,  tiiat  the  event  was  not  at  hand ;  Then  you 
do  not  expect  war/'  said  he,  **  by  €r — d  it  wili  burst  upon 
us  liiLO  a  clap  of  thunder I  replied,  will  you  yenture 
to  go  to  war  in  so  unprepared  a  condition  he  answer- 
ed, «  we  shall  never  be  prepared  liefore  war  is  declared, 
Cungress  will  not  go  into  the  expense  of  preparation;'* 

and  will  you,"  said  I,  "take  upon  you  the  responsibi- 
lity oi  making  war  in  our  present  circumstances  ?  if  you 
do,  remember  that  i  say,  you  will  soon  be  obliged  to  re- 
tire from  office.'*  He  appeared  exceedingly  animated,  and 
I  cannot  but  smile  at  the  vanity  of  ministerial  calculations 
when  I  recollect  tlie  time,  place,  and  circumstances  of  the 
interview.  The  1^'csidential  exposition  of  Sir  Jao^es 
Craig*s  intrigues,  in  New  England,  to  tlie  House  of  Re- 
preseutativos  the  next  day,  explained  the  mysterious  ex- 
clamation of  the  war  secretary. 

In  the  temper  of  the  times,  when  men's  passions  were 
roused  by  the  extraordinary  pretensions  of  the  British 
government,  and  its  reiterated  agi^rcssions,  the  cxposi-  ^ 
tion  of  an  intrigue^  the  design  of  which^  obviously  had 
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CHAP.  bP4?.n  to  blow  the  coals  of  discontent,  atnl  fan  the  flame  of 
disunion  amnnj*  tl»e  stat»\s,  could  not  fail  to  excite  the 
warm  indignation  of  every  liont  st  patriot,  and  raise  the 
anj;ry  passions  above  the  Jcey  of  temperate  iliscussion  ; 
but  I  conceive  another  purpose  was  involved  in  the  dis* 
»  closure  of  Henry»  designed  to  indulge  the  resentments  of 
a  little  malicious  heart. 

It  will  be  rcnieiiibt  r!  il  by  every  body  that  a  small 
number  of  distin|i;uisiicd  inQuentlal  characters  in  Massa- 
chusettSy  had  arrayed  themselves  against  Uie  ascendant 
political  sect  In  tlie  heat  of  party  zeal  those  gentlemen 
forgot  their  several  duties^  they  had  .openly  encouraged 
an  opposition  to  the  laws  of  the  nninn^  and  in  a  maimer 
idoiifilled  thcmsrivis  widi  the  worst  class  of  pecuniary- 
speculators  and  smugghM'a;  the  intemperate  warmth  and 
acrimony*  for  which  they  condemned  their  advei-sariesy 
they  themselves  plunged  into ;  ami  under  a  government 
less  pure  in  its  formst  they  bad  proceeded  far  enough  to 
incur  the  penalties  of  treason.  But  altbough'none  of 
those  proiiiitaiil  characters  were  rriminateil  by  Henry, It 
was  expected  that  the  very  direction  of  liis  corrupt  in- 
trigues wnnhi  implicate  them,  tarnish  tlie  patriotism  of 
JSew  England,  impair  her  political  inlluenccy  and  subject 
to  suspicions  of  a  traitorous  predilection«  the  descendants 
of  those  very  ment  who  struck  out  that  spark  of  liberty 
vrhich  Illumined  our  path  to  independence ;  the  .t^vern- 
jneiit  itself  acted  as  a  faction.  Conduct  thus  destitute  of 
inagnanimitT,  was  not  well  adapted  to  conciliation, 
but  well  calculated  to  irritate  and  increase  existing 
discontents^  and  instead  of  strengthening  the  exectttiv<^^ 
arm»  produced  a  contrary  effect ;  generous,  honest  minds 
revolt  against  excesses  of  every  kind,  and  the  indignatioa 
excited  by  aggravate' I  imputations  ujay  lead  to  tin  ir  com- 
mission ;  for  n  st  ri^f  is  inherent,  and  the  diabolical  pas- 
sion which  has  beguiled  many  an  honest  mauycan  be  suc- 
cessfully opposed  by  the  christian  religion  only ;  Conde 
^ent  to  the  Bastile  devoted  to  his  prince,  but  came  out 
liis  vindictive  foe.  Hannibal  confmed  bia  country  ne* 
rited  the  vengeance  of  Rome. 
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It  must  not  be  understood  that  I  approve  the  contluct  chap. 
of  the  Maasacboaetts  factioiif  which  opposed  a  comUina- 
tion  to  the  operations  of  the  general  government*  which 

countenanced  the  violation  uf  the  laws,  or  tended  directly 
to  destroy  the  federal  union,  and  subvert  the  ([^ovt  rmiu  lU^ 
such  conduct  was  nut  only  unf^cncrous  and  undutiful> 
but  it  was  indeed  most  ungrateful  to  their  southern 
brethroBt  who  stood  forth  in  their  cause^  when  they  were 
nnable  to  resist  the  arm  of  the  oppresaor^  It  was  parrici- 
dal* Yet,  1  cannot  consent  Chat  the  follies  or  vices  or  In- 
trigues of  a  R  vv  pcrsonsy  should  degrade  a  wliole  sister 
state^  in  the  eyes  of  the  conlt  deration,  and  I  o  too 
much  confidence  in  the  yeomanry  of  New  England,  not 
to  believe  they  are  among  tfie  last  to  abandon  the  union» 
OP  surrender  the  right  of  self-government,  to  accept  a 
foreign  yoke. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  I  perceived  in  the  resort  to  Henry's 
documents  a  strong  propensity  Ui  war,  and  being  ordered 
to  the  most  feeble,  defenceless^  and  important  point  of  the 
iinion»  1  considered  it  my  duty,  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
executive  to  its  protection*  by  as  strong  an  appeal  to  his 
ftarSf  his  patriotismt  and  his  duty»  as  my  understanding 
could  conceive ;  respect  for  professional  reputation, 
the  love  of  country,  and  tlie  following  letter  from  the  se- 
cretary of  war,  enjoined  this  task  upon  me :  and  the 
reader  will  determine  how  far  I  succeeded  in  the  attempt,  < 
i^d  what  were  the  efiects  produced  by  my.  premonitions. 

«<  War  IhparUnmii,  Wh  March,  1812. 

<*  Sir, 

<*  In  the  moment  permitted  and  allotted  to  the  instrur- 
tions  relative  to  your  command^  it  occurs  to  me  that 
your  ideas  of  the  defensive  operations  which  circum- 
Stances  may  reqiyre,  may  be  extremely  useful  In  form- 
ing them ;  more  especially  on  the  subject  of  the  force,  to 
•  be  derived  from  the  district  called  New  Feliciana,  and 
the  time  for,  and  terms  on  which,  it  may  be  called  forth* 

«  Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

«  W.  £USTIS. 

K  Brigadkr-gineral  ¥fUkmm/* 
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CHAP. 

«  My  reflections  respecting  our  south-western  frontier 
and  tiie  deience  of  New  OrieanSf  accompany  this  letter; 
and  it  is  my  earnest  desire,  that  my  orders  and  instrnc- 
tlons  may  follow»  with  as  little  delay  as  your  convenience 
may  permit  In  the  mean  tlme^  I  beg  leave,  with  the  ut- 
most deference,  to  entreat  yoar  attention  to  certain  con- 
siderations, wliicli  emanate  lioiii  the  general  principles 
of  service^  and  apply  to  tlic  command  on  the  Missis- 
sippi. 

In  mUitary  service*  to  establish  a  fair  rfisponsibilityt 
an  officer  in  trust  for  the  nationy  should  be  trusted  with* 
out  reservof  because  half-confidence  may  ))roduce  barm, 

but  can  effect  no  good.  It  is  consonant  y^  itU  rciison  and 
intalliblc  in  practice,  that  he  who  is  respou.sible  for  all 
shotdd  govern  and  direct  all,  without  the  interposition  or 
interference-  of  superior  authority.  Subordination  and 
discipline  depend  csBentlally»  on  the  authority  of  the  chief 
over  his  subordinates;  and  therefore  that  authority  should 
be  strengthened  by  the  utmost  display  of  executive  sanc- 
tions. The  slightest  indication  of  distrust^  xsuunds  the 
character  of  the  general,  excites  insubordination,  and  en- 
courages disobedience,  which  is  the  precursor  of  anarchy. 
Independent  of  tlie  requisites^  embraced  by  the  esti- 
mate herewitli  presented,  it  Is  absolutely  necessary  land 
and  water  transport  should  be  provided  for  baggage^ 
camp  equipage,  stores,  and  portable  magazines  of  cverj| 
species.  Covered  barges  of  fifteen  and  twenty  tons  bur- 
then are  most  appropriate  for  water  carriage,  pack 
horses*  wagons  and  horse  carts  are  best  adapted  to  land 
transport.  It  is  submitted  for  consideration*  whether  an 
atten4it  should  not  be  made  to  procure  mules  and  horses 
from  the  Spanish  provinces.  Draft  oxen  are  preferable 
for  general  operations,  because  uf  tlit  facility  with  which 
they  arc  subsisted,  but  for  alert  movements  they  arc  too 
alow.  Forty  wagons  with  chains  and  yokes  for  three 


Digitized  by  Google 


(GENERAL  WILKINSON. 


471 


pair  of  oxen  cach^  should  be  sent  from  Pennsylvania  or  CHAF. 

Kentucky. 

*f  Armourers  are  indispensable  to  the  preservation  of 
the  arms,  to  have  them  regularly  handled,  oiled  and 
wiped;  without  this  atteDtion»  the  humidity  of  the  climato 
wiU  damage  them  In  the  course  of  six  months;  the  public 
loss,  in  this  respect  has  been  very  considerable  on  the 
Ohio  and  Mississippi. 

«  The  ex{  (  iitive  authority  should  be  dele^^ated  under 
suitable  instructions,  for  the  organisation  and  equipment 
of  the  yeomanry^  of  the  state  of  Louisiana  and  the  Mis- 
sissippi territory. 

The  genera!  stalTshovid  be  appointed  without  delay, 
and  as  the  officer  in  trust  must  repose  entire  confidence 
in  those  who  compose  it,  in  respect  to  their  fitness,  zeal, 
integrity,  and  personal  dispositions,  it  is  a  rule  of  ser« 
vice,  founded  in  obvious  motiveSf  that  he  should  be  con* 
suited  in  the  selection* 

««The  most  prompt  attention  should  be  given  to  the' 
medical  staff;  the  medicine,  hospital  stores^  equipments^ 
and  surgical  instrumt nts. 

<<  Our  place  of  anus,  ^raiid  laboratory  and  magazines 
should  be  established  at  the  cantonment  neat*  Washing* 
ton,  Mississippi*  and  buildings  should  be  forthwith  erect- 
ed for  the  purpose.  New  Orleans  is  too  much  exposed 
for  those  establishments*  and  the  deterioration  of  every 
thing  liable  to  be  effected  by  the  humidity  of  the  atmos- 
phere, is  rapid  and  unavoidable  at  that  city. 

<«  Private  business,  preparatory  to  my  departure 
hence*  obliges  qne  to  absent  myself*  until  this  day  week* 

•  when  I  shall  be  ready  to  receive  your  commands. 

M  With  perfect  respect^ 

« I  have  the  honour  to  be*  Sir* 

*  •  « Your  obedient  servant, 

*«JAS.  WILKINSON. 

«  Iht  Son,  fFUliam  EusHs, 

Semtary  of  War  J* 
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J%oughl8^  Alilitnrjj  aiid  Politicalf  concerning  the  UltranLon* 
tarn  States  and  Territories,  and  the  importance  of  tk6 

«<  This  interesting  subject  comprehenib  %  vasC  ran^e  ; 
to  render  justice  to  it,  would  require  time^  talents  and  a 
volume;  but  my  erigagcfnents  limit  me  to  a  few  sheets, 
and  tlii.s  is  tlic  best  excuse  I  can  oStr,  for  the  abrupt 
manner  in  which  I  shall  treat  it. 

«  To  fiirm  an  estimate  of  the  wealth*  strength  and  im* 
portance»  the  territory  under  consideration  is  destined  to 
exbibitf  at  no  distant  period,  we  need  only  cast  our  eyes 
on  the  map,  where  an  immense  regiotj  is  presented  to  us, 
travorsrd  hy  tUe  father  of  rivers  and  his  thousand  tribu- 
tary streams,  whose  ramifications  extend  throughout 
more  Uian  two^thlrds  of  tlie  national  domain :  but  how 
much  is  tho  estimate  enhanced,  when  to  extent  we  com> 
bine  soil  and  climate  and  produ<!tionsl  soil  Itixuriant  and 
inexhaustible;  climate  equally  adapted  to  the  vigour  of 
youth  and  the  infirmitiej*  of  a.i^.;  [iioducts  comprehend- 
ing the  treasures  taken  from  the  buwels  of  the  earth*  and 
every  comfoK  which  grows  on  its  surface,  from  the  pre-  - 
clous  metals  to  hardy  iron,  from  wheat  and  hemp  to  wgtup 
and  cotton*  from  the  apple  to  the  orange* 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi 
forms  the  most  important  pass  on  the  globe;  since  it  is 
the  single  outlet  f«»r  the  products  of  the  wide  spread  coun- 
try, wfitercd  by  its  numerous  branches,  and,  in  effect, 
locks  up  the  western  world.  Nor  will  it  be  contradicted, 
by  those  who  understand  the  subject,  tliat  New  Orleans 
under  the  fostering  hand  of  a  free  government,  must  be* 
come  the  first  commercial  city  in  the  universe. 

"  TiiC  vital  importnnce  of  this  pass,  cannot  be  too 
deeply  impresbcd  on  the  government  of  the  United  States; 
because  the  possession  of  it,  interests  profoundly  the  in* 
tegrity  of  the  union.  Speculative  policy  therefore  should 
have  nothing  to  do  with  It,  but  the  utmost  energies  of  tlie 
nation  should  be  called  forth  to  defend  and  maintain  the 
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occupanqr;  fy^  it  jniist  be  obvious  to  all*  who  admit  the  chap. 
doctriiWt  that  nan  is  swayed  by  his  interestSf  and  that 
allegiance  and  protection  are  reciprocal*  that  the  power 
which  commands  the  Mississippi*  must  ultimately  con- 

trf)ul  the  politics  of  the  people,  who  depend  on  iU  uavi- 
gatioii  for  the  sale  of  the  fruits  <it  t4icir  labours. 

*f  The  territory  of  Orleans  which  comprehends  tlie 
Several  mouths  of  tiie  Misslssippiy  is  exposed  to  attack 
from  two  quarters  only  $  by  maritime  invasion,  or  from 
what  are  called  the  internal  Mexican  provinces;*  yet, 
however  remote*  exposed  and  destitute  of  the  natural 
meansf  of  defence,  it  niuy  by  seasonable  precautions  and 
tlu  jtitiicious  a|)pli(:aiiun  of  tlic  resources  oi"  tlic  govern- 
ment* be  defended  agaiit&t  any  force  (tf  reasonable  pro* 
'  portion.  But  should  a  naval  power  of  enterpriae  and  ca- 
pacity* anticipate  the  necessary  measures  of  defence,  and 
get  possession  of  New  Orleans,  it  is  my  belief*  the  Inte-  . 
grity  of  the  union  will  be  jeopardised.  For  I  should  be 
content  to  hazard  my  repJitaUuii  uu  tlic  «  vent,  that  ten 

a 

thousand  veteran  troops,  seasoned  to  the  climate  of  the 
West  indies*  or  the  same  number  of  Uisciplincd  blaclu^ 
under  able  commanders*  in  co*operation  with  a  superior 
flotiUat  which  it  is  presumed  a  naval  depot  at  New  Or- 
leans must  always  secure*  would  defend  the  island  on 
which  that  city  stands  against  any  force  wq  coiiid  send 
down  the  Mis8issi[ipi ;  because  it  cannot  be  approached 
from  the  interior  but  by  one  routc^  and  tiiat  a  continued 
defile  of  more  than  one  hundred  miles*  formed  by  the 
*river  on  one  band  and  the  cypress  swamps  on  tbe 
other. 

**  The  line  of  maritime  invasion  to  which  New  Orleans 

is  exposed*  extends  from  Lake  Pontchartrain  oji  Uic  east 
to  the  river  Tcschc  on  the  west,  a  distance  of  about 
eighty  leagues*  intci-sected  by  several  bays*  inlets  and 
rivers*  which  furnish  avenues  of  approach  to  the  metro- 
polis. Of  these  approaches  I  consider  Lake  Pontchar- 
train*  the  River  aox  Bmuf,  the  Mississippi,  Lake  Bara-*> 

'  *  Las  provtncias  ioterxua.         t  ^  nymtrous  free  popukticji. 
VOIi.  h  3  O  > 
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CHAP,  ttoria,  La  Fourchc,  ami  the  river  Teschc,  the  most  con- 
venieiit.  But  fortunately,  the  flatness  of  the  coast  b 
unfavourable  every  wliere  to  the  debarkation  of  troops^ 
and  the  bays  and  inlets  Mng  all  obstructed  by  sboab  or 
barSf  no  landing  can  be  effected  except  by  tbe  Mtaaissippit 
unless  in  launches  covered  by  gun  boats ;  and  such  at- 
tempts lu'dy  be  L);itiled  by  the  supcriui  ity  of  our  flotilla, 
seasonably  and  judiciously  posted^  and  supported  by  sta- 
tionary batteries. 

*«  Nevertheless,  an  invading  force  must  possess  great 
advantages  over  any  system  of  defence  that  can  be  de* 
vised,  which  are  to  be  counteracted  by  judicious  disposi* 
tions,  incessant  vic;ilancp,  active  exertions  and  determined 
valour.  CoiiHDariding  the  coast,  with  an  extensive  line  to 
nianuiuvrc  upan,  an  invader  can  shut  up  our  flotilla,  con- 
ceal his  movements,  make  his  feint  wliere  he  pleases,  and 
carry  the  real  attack  at  bis  discretion. 

ci  For  example,  he  may  make  strong  demonstrations 
of  attack  on  the  side  of  Lake  Pontcbartrain,  send 
iiis  transports  tu  the  westward,  and  make  a  descent 
by  th(  Fourche,  which  would  hring  him  into  the  Mis- 
sissippi twenty  leagues  abuvc  >iew  Orleans  ;  or  he 
may  threaten  the  mouths  of  tlie  Mississippi,  force  a  pas- 
sage into  Lake  Pontcbartrain,  and  take  a  choice  of  land* 
ings  in  tbe  vicinity  of  tbe  city  or  he  may  sail  into  Lake 
Maurepas,  debark  witliout  opposition,  and  by  a  short 
march  get  possession  ot  the  left  bank  of  the  Mississippi, 
ten  or  twelve  leagues  above  New  Orleans;  or  he  may  as- 
cend the  Amit  river,  land  at  Galvestown,  and  by  a  march 
of  a  few  miles,  take  possession  of  tbe  left  bank  of  tbe 
river  one  hundred  miles  above  New  Orleans. 

<*  The  iliver  aux  Ba?ufs  is  a  few  le;it;ui  s  southward  of 
Lake  Fontcliartrain,  and  lies  behind  the  Chandelier 
islands,  which  i  am  miurmcd  furnish  a  safe  roadstead  for 
ships  of  the  line.  About  six  leagues  up  this  river,  which 
gives  a  free  navigation  of  ten  or  twelve  feet  water,  there 
is  a  good  landing,  and  from  thence  an  open  road  of  eight 
leagues  over  iirm  ground  to  New  Orleans,  but  the  bai'  at 
its  muulb  gives  four  iect  water  only. 
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<f  A  d08O6Dt  by  Lake  Barataria  wooM  be  tbe  most  dif-  chap. 
ficnlty  becaiue  (lie  approacb  is  by  a  bnt^  narrow  creek» 

connected  with  the  Mississippi  by  a  canal  tar  lugh  water,  ^'^'^''^^ 
whirh  rommuiiK  ates  witli  the  rifcr  on  the  west  side^ 
about  a  league  above  Uic  city  ;  yet  as  this  route  is  prac> 
ticaUe,  it  must  be  guarded. 

The  river  Teeche  leade  directly  to  the  Attacapaa  and 
Apalousa  setllenientSy  and  is  connected  with  the  Miseia* 
sippi  by  the  Chafalia  and  Placquemine  outlets,  and  also 
with  tlic  Fourciie  by  a  laterai  branch;  it  must  therefore 
be  watched  and  dcicndcd. 

«  But  the  Mississippi  is  tbe  broad  route  of  approacby 
and  our  greatest  safe^  there  is  derived  fhim  tbe  bar  at 
its  mouth*  which  shoals  the  navigation  to  thirteen  or 
fourteen  feet  wator.  This  security  will  not*  however, 
avail  us  any  thint^,  unless  the  bar  is  defended  by  armed 
vessels  and  tioating  batteries  posted  within,  rnmpetent  to 
destroy  any  fott^e  which  may  attempt  to  enter.  At  this 
point  and  on  these  meansy  we  must  at  present  rely  for 
the  defence  of  the  river,  as  the  forts  which  have  been 
erected,  are  mere  scarecrows,  incompetent  to  obstruct  tbe 
passage  of  a  sloop  of  war,  and  therefore  no  means  should 
be  neglected  within  the  power  ol  the  government,  to 
strengthen  and  endow  thrm  sn  if  ably. 

It  is  a  fair  cuncitision,  that  a  maritime  invader 
would  press  his  attack,  by  one  or  more  of  the  openings 
to  which  I  have  had  reference*  because  being  destitote  of 
land  transi^rt,  he  must  depend  on  water  communica^n 
for  his  provisions  and  stores*  as  much  as  Sir  William 
Howe  did  when  he  took  possession  of  Philadelphia;  and 
it  is  well  known  if  Commodore  Uazlcwood  had  not 
abandoned  the  back  channel  into  the  Schuylkill*  tlie  eva- 
cuation of  Mud  island  would  not  have  taken  place,  and 
the  foilnre  of  subsntonce  would  have  compdled  the  Bri« 
tish  army  to  have  fallen  back  to  Wilmington. 

<«  It  is  then  humbly  tuiiceived,  tliat  the  earliest  at- 
tention of  the  government  should  be  given,  to  the  ob- 
struction of  tliose  avenues  of  approach — that  the  requi- 
site force  abottld  be  asBcmbled  near  Natcbes  and  Baton  ^ 

w 
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CRAP.  Rouge  •  as  speedily  as  possible — that  the  jreomatiry  of 
tlie  country  should  be  organized^  arined>  equipped  and 
^'^^^^^  arrayed  for  co-operation  without  delay, — and  that  suck 

dispusi Lions  should  be  made  of  thv  wht)lc,  as  may  best 
preserve  the  health  of  the  troops,  most  cffectuaJIy  secure 
A  pronupt  co-operation  with  our  flotilla^  and  accelrrato 
such  combinations  of  our  forces  as  events  may  render 
necessary. 

M  But  should  hostilities  be  delayed*  and  the  Spaniards 

continue  to  occupy  Pensacola  and  Mobility  it  is  very  pos- 
sible the  British,  under  the  pretext  of  aiding  tlteir  ally> 
may  make  their  first  landing  at  those  places,  and  having 
established  their  place  of  arms  and  general  depot  of  stores 
and  provisions^  they  may*  alter  their  troops  have  been 
refreshed  and  prepared  for  the  enterprize»  carry  an  at- 
taclc  aG:ain8t  New  Orleans*  when  time  and  circumstances 
arc  intist  favourable.  It  is  questionable  whether  an  at- 
tempt would  be  made  to  march  across  the  c  initry,  and 
get  possession  of  >iatchcz  or  ilaton  liouge.  it  seems  im- 
probable such  an  attempt  should  be  made*  immediately 
after  the  invaders  land*  because  of  the  defect  of  trans- 
port* yet  as  it  is  possible*  we  should  be  prepared  for  it 
But  it  is  certain  that  the  Britisli  occupancy  of  Fensacola 
and  Mobile,  would  produce  the  most  mischievous  e/Tect^ 
on  the  minds  of  the  Indians;  Ibr  whoi  vcr  believes  that 
the  aborigines  of  this  country  can  be  attached  to  the  citi- 
zens of  it,  deceives  himself;  inasmuch  as  sympathy  is  un* 
natural*  where  the  rorongs  have  been  aU  on  me  stde.*^ 
Under  such  circumstances*  our  settlements  on  the  waters 
of  the  Mobile  and  Pancagola,  would  be  In  jeopardy*  and 
to  protect  them  wouul  require  a  distinct  force*  as  we 
should  not  dare  to  withdraw  tlie  covering  army  from 
New  Orleans*  while  the  enemy  commanding  the  coast, 
might,  by  a  sudden  movement*  make  a  successful  attack 
on  that  city  during  its  absence. 

In  this  state  of  things*  with  the  conviction  on  our 
minds*  that  the  commencement  of  war  with  Great  Bri> 
tain,  will  be  tijc  signal  for  hostilities  to  Spain,  will  not 
the  United  States  be  justified  by  the  laws  of  oataro  «ml 
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the  cufltoin  of  natrom,  by  wlf  prraer?atioii  and  a  just  cttAF« 

ground  of  fcais  to  antirtpate  the  British  in  the  possesRion 
of  Mobile  and  PensacoU.  In  such  rase  it  should  folhuv 
as  a  neceesary  consequence,  lltat  measures  be  adopted  for 
the  defence  of  the  harbours*  of  those  postSf  which  mighl 
he  accompliahed  at  a  uoderate  expenae. 

«<  Let  us  recnr  to  the  defence  of  New  Orieana.  It  is  a 
sound  presumption,  that  a  maritime  invader  will  make  a 
direct  attack  ac;>ainst  that  city,  by  one  or  more  of  the 
avenues  heretofore  enumerated,  and  that  understanding 
anr  present  feeble  unprepared  condition^  he  will  give  nn 
as  little  time  as  possible  to  strengthen  oanelves.  What 
then  shonid  be  our  primary  measures  of  defence?  Every 
essential  to  the  nuTat  or  land  service  to  be  drawn  from  the 
Atlantic  coa.st,  should  be  expedited  to  the  Mississippi — 
the  troops  destined  to  tlie  service  iu  that  piirtmc nt, 
Bhoald  be  hurried  forward  to  tlie  general  rendezvouSf  at 
Washington,  Mhsissippi  territory,  or  Baton  Rouge^^the 
officer  intrusted  with  the  command^ould  ascertain  ever j 
vulnerable  point  of  the  coast,  and  post  the  necessary 
troops  and  batteries  for  their  defence—the  general  staff 
should  be  immediately  appointed,  hastened  to  tlie  point$ 
of  rendezvous,  and  commence  the  vigorous  discharge  of 
their  several  functions — all  absentees  should  be  peremp- 
torily ordered  to  join*  and  the  levies  should  be  marched 
by  companies  or  battalions  as  fest  as  they  are  levied.— 
Simultaneous  with  these  arrangements,  telegraphic  com* 
munications  should  be  cstablisfied  from  the  pass  of  Chris- 
tiana to  Fort  St.  John,  within  live  miles  of  New  Orleanfif^ 
and  from  tiic  Balize  to  St.  Pttilip. 

This  woriL  will  not  be  found  difficult,  because  the 
visual  range  between  the  several  stotions»  is  over  a  flat» 
baked  surfacOff  exposed  to  the  sea  brees».  Despatehei 
Ibr  the  residue  of  the  route,  from  Fort  St  Philip  to  the 

*  Mobile  bay  was  defended  by  the  pos^  the  Author  erected  at  the 
point. 

f  nigher  up  the  Mississippi,  the  rcflcciioa  from  its  banks,  and  ihc 
exbalftttoni  firom  its  surface,  sensibly  affjct  vision,  even  with  the  aid 
eftrtcicopet. 
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CHAP,  bead  quarters  of  the  aray^  most  he  acceleratod  by  fast 
J^jl^  rowing  barges  and  relays  of  horaesy  by  which  means  ah» 
communications  are  to  be  made  from  Lake  Baratarisy 

and  the  mouths  uC  Aux  Buiuik^  La  Fourche  and  La 

Tesche. 

«  A  critical  examination  Leinc^  essential  to  the  ultimate 
dispositions  of  our  means  of  defence^  it  would  be  nnpro- 
fitaMe  to  enter  into  details  at  this  time;  bnt^  it  Is  pre- 
sumedy  it  may  not  be  useless  or  improper,  pending  ar- 
rangements of  slu  h  complicjition  and  extent,  in  some 
parts  unuhual  in  iiractice  and  in  others  difficult  of  execu- 
tion^ to  exhibit  without  delay  a  schedule  of  the  armament 
and  attirail»  requisite  to  the  protection  of  the  important 
object  of  these  reflections* 

«<  To  defend  New  Orleans  snd  the  mouth  of  the  Mis- 
»issi))])i,  against  a  dominant  naval  I'orcu  and  six  ttiousand 
vclei'an  troops,  rank  and  filr,  from  the  West  India  sta- 
tion^ the  following  force  is  deemed  indispensable. 

€€  Pour  of  the  heaviest  national  vessels,  which  by  start- 
ing water^  discharging  cannon  and  stores*  strilttng  yards 
and  topmasts*  and  the  application  of  other  means*  may 
be  drag.^d  over  the  bar  into  tlie  river. 

«  Forty  ^^}ni  bmits,  to  mount  IS  and  2i  ponnders. 

<*  Six  b(H!*'i  to  he  propelled  by  sleam^  to  mount  an  b  inch 
howitzer  bow  and  stem*  and  to  be  constructed  to  trans- 
port four  hundred  men  each  and  a  month's  provisions. 

F&ur  sUmt  radeanx,  to  mount  ten  twenty-fonr  poun- 
ders each* 

««  Ttn  thmtsand  rcrnlnr  troops,  non-commissiontd  offi- 
cers and  i)ri\  aUij  ot  the  following  compo.Sitioi). 

29  j?  Dragoons  mounlcd* 

26  i  Light  artillery • 
*'  SO\i  Heavy  do. 
"  9,138  Infantry. 

«  1*500  Militia  of  tlie  JUtssissippi  territory,  mounted  gun 
men  and  drai^oons. 

"  2,000  Militia  of  the  stale  of  Louisiana,  artillery  and 
infantry;  both  corps  to  be  organized^  armed*  arrayed 
and  held  in  readiness  for  service* 
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The  armed  vetsele  may  in  tlie  tint  tiiataBoe»  be  em-  chap« 
ployed  to  recoonoitre  the  coast  and  keep  a  look  out*  but  ^* 

the^  important  service  for  which  they  are  intended»  is  tlie 
defence  of  the  iiKiuiiis  ol  ihe  Mississippi,  and  the  pass 
into  Lake  Pontcbartrain. 

Tlie  g(in  boats  are  destined  to  the  same  service^  and 
also  for  the  defence  of  the  inlets  of  Aux  Bosufiif  Barata-  • 
ria.  La  Fotircbe  and  Teache* 

The  steam  boats  are  considered  most  important  ve- 
hicles of  tratiiiport,  as  well  as  vessels  of  utlViu  e,  for  alert 
movements  and  the  rapid  transfei-rence  of  tiien»  artilieryy 
stores  and  provisional  np  and  down  the  river  or  on  tiic 
lakes;  in  windst calms  or  currentB^the  advantages  to  be 
derived  from  them  are  incalculable;  and  as  war  craft 
they  may  on  smooth  water^  by  the  lucky  flight  of  a  sini^Ic 
shell,  destroy  a  vessel  ol  war  ;  pi  ing  at  the  same 
time  their  distance  bey(ni<l  llie  portice  of  the  i»e;iviesl 
cannon.  Without  these  boats,  the  obstructions  from  cur- 
rents, calms  and  adverse  windSf  must  forbid  all  calcula- 
tions of  punctuality  in  military  movements  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi and  the  lakes.  For  exemplification,  we  will 
suppose  a  disposable  force  posted  at  Baton  Rouge,  when 
advice  is  rereivcd  that  the  enemy  have  forced  the  nioutlis 
of  the  Mississippi,  and  are  approaching  the  capital — 
without  steam  boats  tlie  troops  are  obliged  to  embark  in 
row  boats*  and  may  be  beaded  by  strong  winds,  which 
will  force  them  Co  landf  or  so  impede  their  movement, 
in  spite  of  every  exertion,  as  either  to  prevent  their 
seasonable  arrival  at  (he  point  to  be  succoured,  or  to 
carry  the  men  into  action  exhausted  by  fatigue,  and  dis- 
ordered by  bad  weather.  The  winds  prevail  from  the 
soutb-westward  on  the  Mississippi,  with  heavy  rains 
(commnmftiis  aunts)  during  the  latter  part  of  autumn,  the 
whole  winter  and  early  part  of  spring,  frequently  for  se> 
vei  iil  (l.i^s  successively.  I  recollect  in  November,  1806, 
I  \Has  six  days  and  nights  de.scendini^  liic  river  from 
Fort  Adams  to  New  Orleans,  in  a  light  eight-oared 
barge;  and  in  March,  1810,  1  was  five  days  and  nights 
making  the  same  trip,  ia  a  twenty*oarsd  barge,  without  , 
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CiiAF.  a  load)  and  worked  by  a  select  crew.  The  service  of 
steam  boats  will  be  eqnallj  important  in  another  case | 
highy  healthy^  good  positions  for  encampments  maj  be 
found  on  the  borders  of  Laice  Pontchartrain,  opposite  the 

Bayou  St.  John ;  but  the  lake  being  eighteen  miles  wide, 
it  cannot  be  crossed  with  safety  in  open  buats,  and  shal- 
lops may  be  detained  by  calms  or  adverse  winds  for  many 
days  successively;  of  course*  no  calculation  can  be  made 
on  the  punctual  co-operation  •of  a  body  of  troops*  (or  the 
defence  of  New  Orlea^Sy  from  such  position  $  and  there>^ 
tore  It  would  be  too  hazardous  to  be  resorted  to*  however 
impfu  iant  to  the  healtii  of  the  C(>r[Ks,  unless  wc  ran  avail 
onr^Llves  oi  the  at^cncy  of  these  boats;  which,  in  spite  of 
wind  and  weatlicr*  would  save  the  exposition  of  tiie  mon» 
and  carry  them  into  action  alert  and  unfatigued;  and  they 
may  also  be  most  beneficially  employed  in  the  transport 
of  the  sick*  stores  and  baggage. 

Under  the  condnrt  of  i&ippers  and  crews  perma- 
nently attached  to  tlis  ni,  these  boats  and  their  machiiH  ry 
niight  be  kept  in  f^oud  urder  and  always  ready  for  prompt 
movements.  It  is  presumable  the  patenters  would  have 
no  objection  to  sutfer  the  use  of  them  in  the  public  ser- 
vice; Indeed  the  public  safety  assures  the  right  to  the 
government. 

«« The  invading  force  has  been  estimated  at  six  thovsand 
reternn  troops;  for  althougii  in  our  present  un[)n  pared 
condition,  two  thousand  men  would  suffice  to  force  the 
mouth  of  the  river*  and  carry  the  city  with  facility*  yet 
it  is  presumed  no  regidar  invasion  will  be  undertaken 
with  a  smaller  force.  Ten  thousand  men  are  required 
for  the  defence  of  Louisiana*  because  that  number  of  un- 
disciplined tn»ops,  with  scarcely  an  officer  who  ever  look- 
ed  an  enemy  in  the  face,  wljalever  may  be  their  personal 
valour*  wcuid  not  be  an  overmatcii  for  six  thousand  vete- 
rans* trained  in  lire,  and  led  by  officers  who  have  been 
frequently  engaged  during  a  long*  active  and  bloody  war. 
Strong  considerations  might  be  produced  to  justify  my 
demand  for -this  armament;  for  whilst  we  have  a  wide 
spread  country  to  pruUcl,  the  enemy  may  select  his  point 
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(>r  attack;  and  commanding  the  casLnU  lie  may  make  ins  CHAP, 
feint  in  one  direction,  and  carry  his  wliole  force  aj^ainst 
another;  Whilst  our  force  must  be  detached  and  divided 
fi*am  Mobile  to  La  Tescbe,  to  cover  every  avenue  and 
defend  every  pass ;  and  therefore  we  should  possess  the 
best  tiie.uis  to  ;\{  cflcrate  the  movement  ot*  reinforcements, 
or  ( (feet  tlic  condensaiion  oi  our  corps  wiien  and  whci'e- 
cvcr  necessary. 

The  compasition  of  tlie  troops  is  adapted  to  the  sep. 
vice»  and  the  dragoons  and  light  aritllery  will  ftnd  on  the 
banks  of  the  Mississippi,  the  very  same  duties  they  may 
be  required  to  perform  on  the  banks  of  the  St.  Lawrence* 
But  should  the  enemv  h\  an  cxtraordiiiHrv  effort  of  cn- 
terpri'zc,  or  their  inl^j^^ii^^s  with  (lie  SpaTiiards,  bring  us 
to  action  on  the  pine  plains  of  Fioi  iihi^  or  the  prairies  of 
Texas>  Attacapas,  or  Apalousay  then  these  arms  would 
become  all  important. 

**  The  execution  of  this  plan  will  cost  much  labour  and 
much  treasure,  and  so  will  any  eflfectfial  one  which  can 
be  devised.  But  if  the  country  be  w(Ji  ih  s;i\  iu^,  it  is  our 
solemn  duty  to  protect  it,  and  to  withhold  tfie  necessary 
means  of  defence  on  Uie  grounds  of  economy^  would  be 
unwise  and  unjust  in  the  extreme.  t 

It  may  be  expected  that  the  dragoons  and  artillery 
horses  will  occasion  an  insupportable  expense ;  but  tills 
idea  is  delusive  if  suitable  measures  be  seasonably  adopt- 
ed ;  because  Indiiui  rorn  may  be  delivered  at  Biitoii  Unuj^c 
at  SS  cents  per  bushel,  and  hay  at  ten  dollars  per  ton,  and 
a  horse  may  be  kept  in  high  order  in  that  countryf  or 
nioe(y  bushels  of  com  and  one  and  a  half  ton  of  hay  per 
annum»  which  will  cost  forty-llvo  dollars ;  (torn  whence 
it  results,  that  630  horses,  including  those  for  the  dra^ 
goons,  the  artillery  men  and  ikid  pieces,  may  be  found 
for  &28,r)50  per  annum. 

«<Tlie  two  brigades  of  light  artillery  required,  at  fif- 
teen men  per  gun>  the  usual  allowance  in  the  field,  to 
work  the  piece  and  take  charge  of  the  borseSf  limbers 
stnd  caissons,  will  not  man  ^wo'  pieces  per  thousand  In- 
fantry, wliicli  arc  too  fuw  by  at  least  one  per  regiment,' 
vol.  I.  jS  F  * 
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CHAF.  ar»tl  Cite  IieavT  artillery,  after  the  stationary  battcrirs  iii-e 
mannedy  will  furnish  but  a  small  detachment  for  the  guns 
of  Uie  |iark. 

«<Witti  this  farce«  and  the  arms,  ordnancCf  stores^ 

€(jiiii)inents,  tools,  implements  and  transport  compre- 
licnded  in  tlie  estimate  Iiercunto  annexed,  furnished  in 
due  season,  1  sliouhl  t  unsiilcr  tiie  defence  of  New  Orleans 
secured  ac^aiiist  a  maritime  invasion,  in  the  strcni;th  ti> 
Miiich  i  iiavc  made  refeix^nce.  It  must  however  he  un- 
dcrstood»  that  for  the  defence  of  the  hays  of  Fensacola 
and  Mobile,  thirty  additional  gun  boats,  four  heavy  float- 
ing batteries,  and  two  stout  fri^tes  would  be  necessary* 

<♦  But  while  preparinj^  for  the  defence  of  New  OHeans, 
wc  should  not  be  inattLntivc  to  the  Mexican  provinces; 
for  it  is  a  fact  derived  from  good  authority,  that  Great 
Britain  has  appointed  three  commissioners,  to  co-operaie 
with  the  same  number  from  the  Spanish  regency,  ez* 
|n*essly  to  efiect  a  reconciliation,  and  restore  the  former 
relations  between  the  provinces  and  the  parent  state* 
Whatt\cr  may  be  the  Qilvii  cil  tiiesc  iicgociations,  it  is 
the  obvious  policy  of  Great  Britain,  to  acquire  some  di- 
i*ect  or  indirect  controul  over  the  people  of  South  Ame- 
rica, and  more  particularly  those  of  the  Mexican  pro- 
vinces ;  and  it  appears  to  be  our  interest  and  our  fioltcy, 
to  take  measorrs  to  counteract  those  views,  as  It  may  be 
fairly  inferred,  that  iUv  Mexicans  must  bcromc  our  ene- 
mies or  our  friends;  cth  jiiits  should  the  Bi  itish  intrij^ues 
prevail,  and  the  ancient  {government  he  re-established-^ 
friends  should  the  natives  he  enabled  to  assert  and  esta- 
blish their  independence. 

«  In  this  state  of  things,  it  might  be  presumptuous  In 
a  subordinate  agent  of  the  government,  to  obtrude  his 
ideas  on  a  subject  of  sucli  complication  and  niagnittide ; 
yet  it  is  too  inaiiifest  to  escape  notice,  that  some  concert 
should  he  eUccted  wirh  the  native  chiefs  of  the  Internal 
provinces,  and  that  this  government  should  he  prepared 
to  furnish  them  succours  of  small  arms;  light  artlllei^, 
ammunition,  equipments  and  field  rqui)ia,^,  with  expo-  ' 
rienced  officers  to  iasti  utt  ihem,  and  select  corps  fi*om 
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Iho  differtiii  brauchea  of  service,  as  nuclei  for  the  t-rv  ula-  CHAP, 
tionists  to  rally  aroundf  and  skeletons  for  them  to  form 
by*  It  would  aeem  that  no  time  should  be  lost  in  carry* 
ing  this  project  into  execution,  and  preparatory  thereto, 
a  couple  of  lij^ht  armed  vessels  should  explore  the  cuast  ^ 
of  the  fjulf  west  of  the  Mississippi  to  Grand  river,  and 
ascertain  the  entrance  into  E!  Espirito  Santo  bay,  where 
La  Salle  landed.  I  have  been  informed  four  or  five 
fathoms  water  may  be  carried  into  that,  bay,  and  that  it 
is  completely  land-locked*  The  position  is  certainly  the 
most  convenient  for  maritime  intercourse  with  the  inba** 
bitants  of  the  province  of  Texas,  to  be  found  cast  of 
Grand  river;  it  receives  the  river  St.  Antonio  or  Medi- 
na, which  is  navigable  for  batteaux  cigliteen  leagues  to 
the  town  of  La  Bahia,  situate  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
same,  twenty-five  leagues  from  St.  Antonio  the  capital  of 
Texas,  to  the  neighbourhood  of  which,  navigation  may  be 
found  for  perogues,  during  the  liigli  waters  of  the  country. 

<«  The  critical  sitnation  of  the  Mexican  provinces,  adds 
much  weight  to  the  importance  ot  oiir  possession  of  the 
Mississippi ;  for  if  we  lose  it,  we  shall  be  cut  off  ijrom  all 
means  of  concert  with  tliose  provinces,  and  the  practica- 
bility of  succouring  them;  and  is  our  present  force  in 
that  quarter,  competent  to  the  defence  of  New  Orleans? 
tlie  question  will  be  most  satisfactorily  resolved,  by  refer- 
ring to  the  means  of  defence  and  their  disposition.  But  it 
is  a  familiar  idea,  that  sliould  wc  lose  New  Orleans,  we 
have  but  to  will  the  re-capture  and  it  follows*  ^Those 
who  make  this  calculation  have  not  had  the  opportunity 
to  examine  military  operations,  on  a  line  of  a  thousand 
or  rii  lccn  liundred  miles  in  any  direction— much  less  from 
,a  healthy  to  an  insalubrious  <  limate.  It  seems  to  be  un* 
derstood  by  those  wlio  arc  tiius  sanguine,  that  the  force 
necessary  to  the  expulsion  of  an  invader  Irom  iSew  Or- 
leans, may  be  drawn  flrom  the  yeomanry  of  the  states  and 
territories  bordering  on  the  Mississippi,  and  the  waters 
Which  fall  into  that  river*  But  Is  the  expectation  well 
founded  I  Let  us  inquire.  Were  I  called  on  to  describe 
those  people,  I  would  say  they  were  brave,  hardy,  pa- 
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CHAP  triotiCf  airt^  actively  engaged  In  the  puranits  of  foKitii^ 
•         and  that  they  miglit  be  classed  under  the  heads  of  opa- 

l<  nee,  mediocrity»  and  iniligcnce.  Will  the  rich  man*  or 
lir  who  can  enjoy  coniibt  t  with  Iiis  familV)  abandon  the 
•ease  and  sweets  of  domeatic  life,  take  arms  and  uiurcli  a 
thousand  or  fifteen  hundred  mliesy  to  meet  an  enemy  in  a 
sickly  climate?  Such  expectations  are  neither  reasonable 
nor  natural,  and  therefore  should  not  be  relied  on.  But 
can  a  poor  matii  on  whose  labour  his  wife  and  children 
de|)€nd  for  daily  support,  make  this  sacrifice  ?  It  is  im- 
possible! the  best  feelings  of  tlic  heart  revolt  against  the 
idea.  The  eflects  of  distant  dangers  on  the  human  mind 
are  evanescent,  they  are  neither  seen  nor  felt,  and  are 
therefore  disregarded.  But  let  the  firesides  of  the  same 
men  be  menaced^  and  then  indeed  the  v  will  fly  to  arms 
en  masse.  Here  llien  we  meet  with  an  insuperable  ohsta* 
cic  at  the  very  tliresholil  of  our  inquiry,  and  to  the  rea- 
soninj^  on  wiiich  it  is  grounded,  we  might  add  the  expe- 
rience* of  1803f  when  a  fruitless  attempt  was  made  to 
engage  volunteers  provbionallyt  for  the  very  purpose  of 
expelling  the  Spaniards^  when  it  was  expected  they  would 
attempt  to  bold  New  Orleans,  in  contempt  of  our  conti*act 
with  France.  But  for  fear  we.  should  make  a  falsr  esti- 
mate of  the  zeal  atul  palriuLisiii  of  our  fellow  citi/<ns»  l>y 
doubting  their  readiness  to  abandon  their  wives  and  chil- 
dren, and  fly  to  arms  to  seek  war  in  a  distant  land^  we 
will  dismiss  this  diiBculty  and  admits  that  more  volun- 
teers will  offer  their  services  than  may  be  required  for 
the  expedition^  that  they  shall  be  all  clothed,  armed, 
cfjnipt,  found  in  every  essential,  and  ready  to  march  at  a 
word.  Let  m  inquire  at  what  scasDo  tlie  embarkation 
ouglit  to  take  place^  and  we  shall  find  it  must  be  eitlier  in 
autamn  or  spring;  as  the  frosts  of  winter  and  the  low 
waters  of  summerf  present  insuperable  obstructions  to  the 

*  A.  more  fttrlkinip  e%*idence  of  the  difficoUy  of  procuring  freemen 
tp  mareb  1200  or  1500  miles  to  battle,  may  be  found  in  the  Ute  wac 
wben  the  finger  of  UeaTen  end  the  courage  of  alsandfot  of  men,  sared 
tbe  emporinm  of  the  webt  from  the  ravages  of  the  enemy,  in  spite  of 
tb«  erMnol  neglect  of  Fresident  M»dison  and  bis  mmifters. 
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descent  of  the  western  liTen*  Bot  shonld  the  embarks*  ch  ap. 

Hon  take  place  in  October  or  November,  the  troops  will 
reach  the  lower  counti  j  after  the  w  inter  rains  have  com- 
menced, and  the  soft  light  soil  ol  tlie  country  is  saturated 
to  itq  surface;  without  barracks^  towns«  villagest  ur  cities 
sufficient  to  shelter  the  men  from  the  weather»  they  will 
find  themselres  suddenly  transferred  from  comfortable 
habitations  to  a  wet  bedf  under  a  canvas  roof;  colds^ 
fevers,  and  fluxes  will  soon  ensue,  and  the  natural  effects 
will  be,  disaffection,  discontent,  desertion  and  discomfi- 
ture. If  the  embarkation  be  made  in  spring,  the  voyage 
will  be  pleasant^  but  the  troops  will  arrive  just  in  season 
for  fevefs  and  bllioas  aflbctionSf  more  dangerous  to  a 
body  of  raw  levies,  (men  and  officers  equally  igno- 
iant  of  p(>li<  c)  than  the  sword  of  the  enemy;  these  propo-  ■ 
sitions  are  not  chimerical,  nor  are  tlie  deductions  strain- 
ed ;  they  rest  on  twenty  years  experience,  and  are  jusUiied 
by  strict  observation^  made  daring  many  voyages  on  the 
Mississippi.  But  as  we  bare  not  yet  reached  the  enemy, 
and  must  not  be  baffled  without  his  opposition,  let  us  sup- 
pose the  climate  perfectly  salubrious,  and  an  army  de* 
scending  the  Mississippi  in  high  health  atid  spirits,  and 
completely  equipt  tor  action.  It  will  be  necessary  to 
look  out  for  the  enemy ;  for  wc  must  not  drive  lieadlong 
into  actionf  unless  we  intend  merely  to  make  a  flourish 
and  beat  a  retreat,  or  blindfold  rush  on  destruction*  A 
prudent  general  will  approach  hi^  antagonist  with  cau- 
tion, he  will  reconnoitre  his  position  and  defences,  and  as 
far  as  is  practicable,  ascertain  his  numbers.  It  is  then^ 
and  not  before,  that  he  can  make  his  dispositions,  and 
conscientiously  lead  to  batUe,  men  whose  lives  have  been 
placed  an  his  hands* 

^  An  enemy  once  in  possession  of  New  Orleans,  it  m 
presumed,  will  employ  every  means  in  his  power  to  pre- 
serve the  acquisiuoii.  He  may  ascend  the  Mississij)pi 
bet^veen  four  and  five  hundred  miles,  (that  is,  above  the 
settlements  of  Mississippi  territory)  station  his  floating 
batteries  of  every  descriptiont  from  armed  barges  to 
sloops  of  war,  and  defend  them  by  fortifications  on  both 
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CHAP,  banks  of  the  river }  he  may  change  hie  position  as  oflm 
^1     as  he  finds  it  necessary,  and  having  davea  to  erect  lot 
^"''^^  batteries  and  perform  every  laiiorioQS  service^  his  troops 

will  be  chi  rishcd  and  preserved  for  the  higher  duties  uf 
their  pinifrssion. 

«  It  will  be  agreed  that  whenever  we  meet  the  enemy, 
sliouid  he  command  the  strongest  river  squadron,  we  must 
be  driven  on  shore;  and  as  there  wiil 'be  no  retreat  for  an 
army  against  the  current  of  the  Mississippi,  in  the  face  of 
h  superior  flotilla,  our  baggage,  stores,  and  provisions 
iimsi  be  lost ;  shouhl  llic  event  take  place  twenty  leagues 
aliovc  the  \>  ivlnut  liiils,  wliere  tlie  liigli  lantis  recede 
many  miles  from  the  river,  and  the  Delta  is  liable  to  in* 
nndationt  the  catastrophe  would  be  complete  and  our  mia- 
fortune  inctirable*  It  may  be  proper  in  this  place  to  ex- 
amine the  soundness  of  the  preceding  remarks,  as  they 
relate  to  the  capacity  of  the  invader. 

<«  A  doiuiiiant  naval  powrr,  in  i)(>sses.siiiii  of  New  Or- 
leans, whose  flat  is  law,  will  command  many  resources, 
as  w  el!  for  offence  as  defence ;  hy  starting  water  and  dis* 
charging  cannon,  stores  and  provisions,  be  may  introduce 
as  many  sloops  uf  war  and  ligfit  frigates,  into  the  Mis* 
sissippi,  aft  he  may  think  necessary ;  be  may  estsbltsh  a 
naval  depot  at  New  Orleans,  and  equip,  and  ai  jd.  and 
man,  as  many  additional  vessels  as  he  may  find  useJui ; 
he  may  ijuai  ter  iiis  tioops  in  the  most  spacious  and  airy 
buildings  of  that  city ;  he  maj  establish  his  general  Ima- 
pitals  on  the  sea  board  in  salutary  positions;  he  may  draw 
forth  slaves  to  erect  fortifications,  or  lie  may  arm  them 
at  liis  discretion;  he  may  command  the  Lakes  Pontchar- 
train  ami  ^laurepas  witli  light  arriii d  vessels,  and  liaving 
fijuai  secured  bis  rear,  with  the  slaves  and  Indians  at  his 
devotion,  he  niay  advance  with  Iiis  main  body  and  his 
flotilla,  and  make  the  conquest  of  the  Mississippi  territo* 
ry ;  he  may  occupy  the  critical  passes  of  the  river,  of 
which  there  are  several,  with  his  floating  defences,  and 
protect  them  by  cross  batteries ;  he  may  receive  all  his 
supplii's,  in  river  craft,  n  ^-ulai  ly  from  bis  magazines  at 
^evv  Orleans;  he  raa^  draw  his  flour  from  Vci^a  Crus 


Digitized  by  Google 


GENBBAIi  WILKINSON.  487 

and  his  irM  beef  from  t!ie  Attacapas  and  Apalonsa;  be  chap. 
may  pvocure  horses  and  mules  in  any  number  and  at 
prices  incredibly  low*  ft*om  the  internal  provinces  of 
Mexico ;  (a  contract  was  actually  made  by  the  prefect 

Laussatt,  witli  tlic  captain-general  jI*  these  provinces, 
to  mount  General  Victor's  dragoons;)  he  may  pracliso 
seductive  arts  to  debauch  our  citizens,  and  offer  an  asy* 
lum  tfk  the  adventuroosy  the  discontented*  and  the  despe- 
rate; and  being  in  possession  of  the  country*  he  may  pro- 
tect tite  settlem'enls  In  the  exercise  of  self-government, 
may  opt  ii  a  trade  for  tliem  to  tlio  ili  itisli  and  Spanish 
dominions,  and  furnish  a  market  lor  every  article  of  do- 
mestic consumption. 

A  chief  of  skill*  energy,  resource*  and  discretion*  in 
possession  of  the  lower  Mississippi*  would  have  all  these 
advantages  on  his  side*  and  with  men  and  means,  he 
might  give  thcra  full  effect.  The  object  is  certainly  of 
sufficient  magintude  to  make  it  w  oi  thy  tlu^  severest  con- 
test, and  the  utmost  vigilance  and  exertion  of  tJie  govern- 
ment; for  should  the  British  get  the  possession,  it  will  be 
a  great  means  of  establishing  their  Influence  in  the  Mexl- 
oan  provinces*  where  they  may  find  every  resource  of 
men,  treasure  and  subsistence. 

"But  should  the  itivi^dLi  be  content  to  limit  Ids  enter-  *  ■ 
prise  to  the  possession,  and  the  ( ummand  of  the  river  be- 
low* he  may  take  post  at  Baton  Rouge,  erect  forUfica- 
tions*  and  with  bis  flotilla  bid  us  defiance ;  because  his 
lesources  will  be  at  hand  and  ours  at  two  thousand  miles 
distance*  following  the  only  channel  of  commnnicatlfin;  or 
lie  may  fall  down  below  the  Bayoti  Mansliac,  whi(  h  in- 
sulates New  Orleans  six  montlis  of  the  year,  fiom  s\  iience 
tlie  only  approach  to  that  city  is  through  a  dciile  of  more 
than  one  hundred  miles,  formed  by  the  Mississippi  and 
the  Cypress  swam|is*  which  by  simple  cross  cuts  from 
the  river  to  the  swamp*  is  capable  of  helns  disputed  at 
every  milr. 

"The  earliest  pi'eparativc  to  a  drsrcnt  against  such  an 
enemy,  would  be  the  construction  of  a  lloiilla;  and  it  here 
becomes  a  question*  while  the  cueiny  has  a  naval  depot 
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GHAr.  at  New  Orleans^  with  seamen  and  ofBdsrs  on  the  sputy 
^^^J^  and  \vc  have  to  resort  to  our  Allaiilic  ports,  for  cannon, 
naval  stores,  mm  and  commauUeiiB^  whether  we  shali  be 
able  to  acquire  the  tnaBtery  ? 

» 1  have  aaiil  nothing  of  a  descent  orer  landy  because  t 
consider  It  impracticable  to  find  an  army  of  fifteen  thou- 
sand men»  the  smallest  number  with  which  we  could  ha- 
zard tfie  expedition,  witU  purtabk  iiia.qiiziuos,  ordnance, 
and  tlip  necessary  attirail>  through  a  wilderness  of  five  ur 
six  hundred  miles. 

«  These  thoughts  have  been  thrown  togctlier  in  hastCy 
and  under  almost  incessant  interruptions;  but  as  far  as 
they  relate  to  the  exterior  and  Interior  defence  of  New 
Orleans,  I  beg  leave  to  repeat,  tliat  they  rest  on  the  ob- 
servation and  experience  of  many  years. 

«<  1  have  not  reasoned  upon  the  general  effects  which 
may  ensue  the  loss  of  the  emporium  of  the  westf  nor  have 
1  glanced  at  ilte  poliUcal  or  penomd  consequences  whidi 
such  an  event  would  infallibly  produce^  because  these 
thin.s:s  do  not  appertain  to  the  province  of  a  soldier;  but 
I  have  considered  it  my  duty  to  tlje  state  and  the  execu- 
tive, to  point  nut  the  dangers  by  which  that  emporium  is 
menaced*  and,  with  my  best  Judgment,  to  indicate  .tho 
means,  by  which  those  dangers  may  be  efiiscUiaily  resist- 
edy  and  the  apprehended  evils  averted* 

Which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

«*JAS.  WILKINSON. 

»  Washvigtou,  March  S8iA»  18 12." 


« 
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CHAPTER  Xn.* 

Uemuiks  on  essays  of  \799  (ind  delhercd  t a  Major-  CHAP. 

/general  JJamillon  and  Pnsidt  ut  Madison, — Hefem  the  ^JJl 
latter  to  Messrs,  Johnson  and  Clay  of  Congress, — Orders 
of  the  eacecutive^'-'^Jorrespondenee  ^Dith  the  secretary  of 
waT^^BefiicHonM  on  the  mrden  received, — Oentrat  Wil- 
ftifuon  orrvoen  at  Mrv  Orleans  and  receives  the  dedara- 
Han  of  war, — State  of  the  district, — CmncU  of  war, — 
Measures  of  defence  adopted,- — ,1/r.  fi  illiam  Darbi/s  let- 
ter.— JFilkinson  receives  orders  to  take  Mobile, — Takes  a 
Spanish  transportf  and  renurces  a  gnard, — MobiU  stir- 
renders  6y  convention  the  XSth  JlpriL^-~Correspondence 
vHth  the  Spanish  commandant — Convention. — Corres' 
pondenee  wHA  the  Spanith  governor, — Same  with  the 
secretary  of  rvar, — General  tyUkiuMm  uncitpies  Mobile 
Point  which  he  afterwards  fortifies,  now  cutied  Fnrt 
Bowyer, — Takes  possession  of  the  right  bank  of  UhC  Per- 
dido  and  projects  works*^^Hajor  Lawrence*8  galiant 
defence  of  Fori  Bowyerp  and  the  destruction  of  the 
British  sloop  of  war  Hermes.'-^ssisittnce  afforded  by 
Lieuteimut  Mcjcis. -^General  ff'ilkiu.^oii  sails  for  A*ew 
Orleans. — Receives  orders  to  repair  to  thv.  narUnvard, — . 
Importance  of  J\rew  Orleans  to  the  western  states, — Ob- 
sHnaey  of  Fresident  Madison  in  rejecting  Wilkinson's 
plan  of  defence  for  that  dty^^Iie  afterwards  regrets 
having  done  so* — His  anxietyto  share  the  laurels  with 
its  i^allant  defenders, — Remarks  on  General  Wilkinson*^ 
instructums, — Fort  St,  PhUip  repaired  and  endowed.— 
Condition  of  works  at  the  iialize,  English  Turn,  Petite 
Coqnille,  ChefMenteuVt  fc*^Daftcry  established  at  Mo- 
InU  PoinL^Forward  state  of  the  Uoekship,— Works 
and  hlockship  abandoned, — Destruction  of  arms  in  the 
last  twenty  years  attributed  to  defective  regulaHoui^ 

*  The  conunti  of  this  chapter  to  *'C!ay  of  Congrewt"  were  ecei^- 
^talljr  eaffied  ioto.thoieof  the  Uit  cb«|iter. 
T01»  I.  d  Q 
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CHAP.  — CiMufiief  of  President  Madison  txaawud^Eniemft 

intentions  against  J^l^  Means  unveiled  by  reports Jrom 
the  West  Indies  and  other  quart crs,  and  by  their  move^ 
metUs from  Baltimore, — H'Ukinson's  solicitude  on  the  oc- 
casion, and  his  maUreatmtnt  by  Msssrs.  Madisom  and 
^rmstrrnkg^Bs  addresses  a  UUer  to  tte  seeretanf  of 
war  respeeHng  Vic  papers  left  in  Orkans^T^a 
subject  is  treated  with  marked  neglecL^^JQeseral  Jack- 
son*s  force,  and  his  Loss  concealed, — Arms  pass  Louis- 
ville for  New  Orleans,  6tl»  January,  1815  .Motives 

Jbr  recording  details  of  events  in  tlie  Mississippi. — Statt 
in  which  General  Jackson  found  the  firH^caJtsam^^ 
Efftds  of  the  affUir  at  Fort  Bawifsr^like  entmfs  ap* 
proaek  diseotered  the  9th  JDeeemberp  ISiJ^^^^Hincharage 
at  Ship  Island f  and  movement  on  the  ISth, — Motions  of 
t/ie  American  Jlotilla  under  Lieutenant  Jones. — The  em- 
my  pursues  him. — Comparative  strength  of  the  respective, 
amuln^enis, — Heroic  resolution,  and  gaUant  conduct  of 
lieutenant  Jones  and  his  o^Scer^— jBiiemy  deterred  from 
attacking  Petite  CoquHle  by  ^  lesson  dcaU  to  Mem  at 
Mbite  Point,  and  IMutenant  Jonahs  report^lfiey  pro* 
eeed  by  the  liayou  JUien  Venn,' — General  Keene  arrives 
on  the  ivith  2000  hu  lu  at  Villert^s  plantaiioiu — 
UlJIccUous  un  the  mat-direction  of  tlic  enemy's  force, — 
Fault  of'  the  enemy  in  not  pushing  direct  for  JVInv  Or^ 
leans.*^Oenerat  Jackson  resolves  to  advanee  and  attack 
the  enemy, — Colkcts  his  force  and  determines  upon  a 
night  attack, — (lo^operaiion  of  Com,  PoflerMm  tti  f&e 
schooner  South  Carolina. — Enemy  surprised  and  IfirotvH 
UUo  coifnsion^  hut  do  not  quit  the  field. —Be flections  on 
the  attack, — Tlic  conduct  of  the  troops  engaged, — Effedls 
of  the  affair  of  the  2Sd,  on  the  enemy* — General  Jackso» 
erects  his  defences  on  tfte  narrow  part  if  the  plain»^ 
Conduct  of  Sir  Mdward  Paekenham  and  the  British 
troops, — Consequences  of  ttf  attack  of  the  Sth  January, 
1815. — Doctor  Floo{r;i  letter, — Information  received  from 
Lieutenant  Jones  of  the  unvij. — Dilapidated  state  of  Pe- 
tite Cnquiltc,  and  the  wakness  of  its  garrison, — By  a 
more  judicipus  di^ositicn  of  tits  MriMi  army  Mw  Or* 


Digitized  by  Google 


leans  m^t  have  JaUm^  and  with  it  prfibakt$: 
tary  commmii»  mwrnkt^  -Mnd  emmmiiiitd^  Cmum 

auigiicd  by  General  ^rmstrons  for  fJ'ilkinsou^s  recal 
<  from  iiu  I  ■iiinntnid  al  mVtvj  Uiiuuis. — Refeciioii^  Ihtreoitm 
— l^rririr  tf  tVUi^nson^s  conduct  and  Uial  of  t/te  goverU" 
ment, — Reflections  made  on  the  old  army, — JIn  an$wtr 
A  thenu'^-lMakmm^rriMb  and  BianvUl  duhommndp 
and  SamnA  Mdm  wmtdend^T^use  atroaHu  laneiion' 
*  ed  by  Frmdent  MuHmnn*  .  dppeal  to  country, — Let* 
Ur  of  General  h  as^augtqiu  ♦  ,  i^;  • 

SvfijBCTs  of  a  military  nature  often  require  pre-  CHAP, 
viovs  military  exporienoe  to  form  accarate  jiMlgments 


upon  them ;  bat  the  rule  »  not  uniTereaU  and  I  peraaade  BenMrln 
myself  that  a  iwrusa!  of  the  two  memoirs  contalnod  in  ^  ^^'^  "^J' 

'  1,    i*.  moirs  of 

tho  prccedinj*  chapter,  wiil  aflrnrd  ttj  every  sensible  reader  1799  aud 

the  means  ot  iletenniiiing  \\\n)n  the  dre^icc  nf  vii^ilnnre, 
aealy  and  foresight  which  1  manifested  in  tlie  discharge 
of  my  duty  to  my  country*  fiat  the  miiitaiy  reader  will 
be  able,  by  attention  to  the  meaauriB  which  I  reoom* 
mended,  and  the  time  of  the  recommendatlont  to  per* 
ceiFCy  what  was  done  or  neglected,  by  the  executive, 
and  the  conscqiunres  during  thn  war  wiiicli  fdllowcdj 
and  the  contents  of  these  memoirs  will,  I  trust,  bear 
testimony  to  t!ie  uniformity  of  my  sentiments,  and  tbeim* 
portance  of  the  topographical  aniermation  which  I  sap- 
plied*  But  my  solidtnde  for  the  safety  of  New  Orleans 
was  alarmed,  from  the  evident  apathy  with  which  the 
i!XL'ciitive  appeared  to  view  this  important  place;  I 
therefore  determined  nut  to  tlepentl  altoti^other  on  tho 
disposition  of  the  government,  and  submitted  tiic  memoir 

of  March,  ISI2,  to  the  honourabie  Mr.  Johnson  andj^f^^"^^ 

wttrr  to 

the  honenrable  Mr.  Clay,  members  of  Congress  lh»m  Metn*. 
Kentucky,  the  Interests  of  whose  constituents  would,  1 1'^^'^''^^ 
im'agineil,  induce  them  to  bestow  attention  on  the  topics  of  Con- ' 

presented  to  their  notice;  the  former  gentleman  acknow-  K"*** 
liedg^  their  importance  and  seemed  to  be  struck  with 
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CHAP,  the  necessity  of  proiii|}t  altenlions  to  the  subject*  but 
I  am  not  apprisMl  whether  the  last  gentleman  bestow- 


Ordcnof  attention  on  it  or  not;  and  aa  to  the 

the  «zectt-  dent,  he  contented  hiauieir  vitti  informing  me^  through 
his  minister  of  tvar^  that  tite  extravaganu  qf  the  re^ui- 

ti  m  would  frighten  Cmig^nss^  and  that  I  iiiiist  make  out 
Hith  tlic  troojvsy  withii)  tin'  (lrlo»ns  and  Mississippi  ter- 
ritories, and  on  the  9tli  April  iie  would  liaye  despatched 
me,  with  the  foUowing.  laconic  latter  of  anstr«ctiona  for 
mj  governnientf  in  the  moat  critical  and  renola  eanii- 
nand  within  the  national  liauli. 

M  H^ar  DepartiJitnl,  Jtpril  9^ 

M  Sir, 

«  By  order  of  the  Prrsidentt  I  request  yon  will  rqiair 
to  New  OrieanSf  and  take  the  command  of  tlie  troofia  an4 
atationst  within  the  territoriea  of  Orleans  and  the  Mia^ 

aissippi. 

«  W'lLh  respectful  consideiaUun^ 
<*  1  am.  Sir, 

♦*  Your  obedient  servants 

* 

Corres-  jju^  howevcr  credulous  in  niy  reliance  on  executive 
with  the  probity,  liosvLvt^r  oimdly  conhdcnt  ot  the  iiuei  ality  and 
of  wir*"^  justice  of  the  government,  I  had  served  too  Iun|;  to  enter 
ii[ion  an  important  and  perilous  romraaiid  under  a  mere* 
direct  ybr  my  journey,  1  therefore  answered  thia  letter 
«f  the  aecretary'a  on  the  lltb^  and  received  his  mffy  on 
the  15tb. 


hasIiUigUnh  JSifrU  Uih,  xniU 

♦«  Sir, 

**  I  had  Uio  honour  yesterday  to  receive  yonr  order  »ta 
i-epair  to  New  Orleans,  and  take  command  of  the  tniofa 
and  stations  within  the  territoriee  of  Oiieans  and  the 

Mississippi.  The  very  general  tenor  of  this  onler 
obliges  me  to  subiuit,  for  yuur  aolution^  several  proposi- 
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limn  wUck  tiiiMir  higli^  wterealuig  to  the  i^blic  chap. 
vioh  mad  mctrtalnly  MflMilul  to  my  gpifmnmiaiLinx 
«f  As  I  hm  no  ather  motiYes  in  makiag  tfiia  tpilkii^ 

lion,  hut  to  promote  the  exacstife  views  awl  the  nflHoiid 
interests*  to  do  gm»d  and  avoid  ha.rm,  1  siiall  comprise 
•Uiese  pro{>ositions  in  as  narrow  a  t ompiiss  r\s  possible* 
fvijHig  on  your  ctttiloar  to  receive  ibem  as  Uiejr  are  iii^ 
*  UmMf  «f4  that  71M  will  in  your  answert  tmi  then  # 
with  tiie  fimlKSM  vhiGh  the  aokm  iaftenala  oT  the  eih 
casion  require.     •  rai.iT  ' 

«  let, — ^Aro  [,  on  entering  upon  the  command  at  >icw 
Orleans*  to  consider  myself  authoi  ist  il  to  commence 
each  immediate  defensive  precautious  as  mj  ^dgment 
may  4irQct»  for  pnitectioii  af  the  wmtfj  ngwlnatitt- 
mlQfB»  or  am  1  ta  await  AirtlMr  ordeta? 
,  4*  2d. — WU\  you  permit  me  te  inqaire  what  Ibree  la 
conttmplated  tor  the  defence  of  the  country  to  which  I 
am  ordered,  by  land  and  by  water,  of  regular  troops 
and  auxiliary  militia  and  their  composition,  of  armed 
yeasels  and  floating  hatleriepp  their  namher  and  kind  i 

«  3d^Whalare  to  he  tha  respedrnfmieliomi  of  the 
commander  of  the  fauid  fiNm>  and  the  commodore  of  tim 
flotilla;  are  they  to  act  independently  of  each  olbert  or  ii 
the  senior  officer  to  direct  the  concert  and  co^operatioa 
0f  the  whole  ? 

«  4th«P«-Sball  transport  hy-land  and  by  water*  be  pre- 

]«red  ami  held  ill  veadiMaB  ta  meal  the  eslgeiiciea  of  the 
8ervioe»  la  whalarer  diMciion  wqitind  ? 
4i  sfth«^Shall  oar  geacral  de^  and  place  of  arms  he 

removed  from  New  Orleans,  and  established  at  the  can- 
tonment near  Washington  in  the  Mississippi  territory? 

u  6th«— May  exiienditures  be  made  ibr  the  repair  or 
Improvement  of  the  oM  fortificationat  or  the  erectioQ«f 
new  onesf  ahonld  they  be  deemed  neceaaaiy  ? 

«  7fh«^Wil  engineers  of  capacity  and  experience  he 
sent  to  the  department?  two  at  least  are  net «  ssaiy,  whe- 
ther for  fir  1(1  or  g'arrison  duty^  and  1  believe  there  is  not 
one  on  the  station  at  present. 


Digitized  by  Google 


MA  HfRiifiiliiift  BY 

CHAP.     ^  Stlu^WiU  telegniiilis  be  cstaUHiMi  bM^ifti  be  fe. 

olsbedy  and  rday  boms  be  allowedi  for  tbe  ttmnmimi 
^'^'^'^^  of  intelligeiiGe? 

«9th. — ^May  I  be  permitted  to  take  possession  of 
Mobile  and  Peiiijacola  so  soon  as  atTangeinents  can  bu 
made  for  tlic  purpose  i 

*  ^llUk^Wbat  ia  to  be  mjr  conduct  towaidfl  «qrfi>«. 
0    reign  powers  wbo  nay  take  poaatsaion,  of  Molile  or  Pen- 

aacola  before  a  declaralion  of  war? 

"  12th. — Shall  I  be  justified  in  driving  the  country*  to 
prevent  provisions  or  transport  i'rom  falling  into  tbe 
bands  of  an  enemy  ? 

•  M  latbi;^!  beg  leave  to  ask  whether  the  yeomaniy  of 
the  coimtiy  are  to  be  oiganiaedt  armed  and  arrayed  for 
•ervioe^  and  nvbetber  I  ahoabi  not  be  inBtracted  in  rela- 
tion thereto? 

••As  my  fluty  will  oblige  mv  lu  make  various  rapid 
transitions,  Ihruugit  sa^  age  w  WiU  and  settlements  of  da- 
bious  characterf  my  personal  aafoty  will  require  a  mount- 
ed. OMOrt  of  swordamen  or  gamaeny  and  therefore  I  will 
Mg  leave  to  tako^tnto  pay  a  aabalteni  otamiaad  of  Ibis 
deacrlption  of  troops^  on  soeb  teraw  as  may  aeeure  their 
service^  that  Is,  the  terms  on  whick  the  frontier  rangers 
are  employed. 

•<  It  is  a  matter  of  impurtauce  to  me,  that  tlie  officers 
of  the  genaral  stafiV  dutiaed  to  act  with  me,  abotdd  be 
appointed  before  ray  depaiiare^  that  1  may  prepaid  them 
to  meet  me  at  New  Orleans;  aad»  tiMrefore,  yon  will  par- 
don me  for  requesting  your  attention  to  my  memoran- 
duni  oL*  the  9th  instant.  I  must  also  claim  your  promise 
iu  favour  of  Mr.  Jonathan  Bell,  for  his  nomination  to  a 
sabaitem'a  appointment  in  the  2d,  or  7tli  regiments  of 
infoatry»  or  tlie  dd  artillery  for  which  his  edacatton  fits 
him* 

«  Should  we  be  involved  In  war»  and  the  theatre  of 

my  command  be  iuvadetlf  will  you  be  pleased  to  desig- 

*  Removing  cattle*  hones  and  Block  of  eveiy  kind. 
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natc  the  source  to  which  application  maj  be  nude  ibr  the  CRAP. 
Bieans  of  procuring  intelligence. 

tfi  sbali  not  delay  a  moment  unnecessarily  in  com- 
meneiiig  nj  routey  and  iatter  myself  I  shall  be  able  to 
reacfathe  point  of  mj  dwtinatiion  by  the  20th  of  the  next 
month.  Whatever  nay  be  the  destinies  of  onr  country^ 
you  may  rest  assured,  I  shall  make  the  most  of  the 
means  I  may  command;  and  whenever  occasion  may  re- 
quire it,  neither  toil,  nor  peril,  nor  life,  simll  b(  spared 
on  my  parti  to  assert  her  interests,  and  her  honour. 
«  With  mpeetM  consideration^ 
I  have  the  hoiionr  to  boi  Sir, 
*•  Toor  ehedient  eervant^ 

JA.  WILKINSON. 

<»  The  Bon,  William  Enstis^ 

Seentanf  oj  War  J* 


4tmr  MHf^mtmaiif  JifrU  IM,  1M»« 

*t«r, 

«  In  answer  to  the  inquiries  contained  in  your  letter  of 
the  llth  instant,  1  am  instructed  by  the  President  to  in* 
form  you,  that  in  addition  to  the  regular  troops  now  on 
the  station^  and  anch  otfiera  as  may  be  raised  and  order- 
ed to  join  yon,  an  anxiiiary  foffoe»  tit  eoie  of  emergetieff 
may  be  called  oat  from  New  Orleans  and  MMsslppt  ter- 
ritories, under  the  votanteer  or  mflltla  law,  as  may  be 

found  iiKiSt  pracli(:abIo  and  convenient.  You  will  be 
plcii^sed  to  make  such  disposition  of  the  troops,  and  such 
arrangements  respecting  the  iurtifications,  arms,  oid- 
nniioe^  arseaaisy  ordnanoe»  sulitary  aad  other  stores,  as  ^ 
mtt  as  of  the  naval  imm,  as  year  own  jndgment  msy 
ssflgest  Moveable  ordumce  by  tend  and  by  water,  and 
a  disposable  force,  with  occasional  or  temporary  works, 
appearing  li-om  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  countr}', 
jmJerabU  to  a  dependence  on  the  permanent  fortifieatiom* 
it  IS  considered  mexpedwU  to  betUno  ou  the  latter  any  con* 
sidfrakU  M(/nr  or  expeiisc* 
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CHAP.      ''In  case  any  extraordinary  emergency  should  arist 
or  information  be  receiveii  of  a  meditated  attackf  ren- 
dering it  necessary  to  enlarge  the  preparations  and  to 
angnent  the  force  to  a  gremt  extentp  and  tlieni  sheaM  hm 
aafBdenf  time  to  receive  an  anaweri  U  it  4niruMc  ttof 
sfl^brmolum  thereof  »kmM      hnwuiuMf  thmemitted  ^ 
if,  on  the  other  hand,  yoo  are  threaientd  with  an  imme" 
diutt  attackf  bij  a.  Inrs^e  armameut,  tu  call  out  the  physi- 
tal  force  of  the  ti  rritorie^y  and  to  malLe  a  proper  dispo- 
aition  and  aae  of  the  memm  wHhin  yoar  conlvontru  otf 
l&at  eoa  he  esepeeieds  PbideMion  nay  be  taken  of  Mo« 
,  bile  and  Penaacolat  in  case  an  arrangement  baa  been^  or 

shall  be  made  with  the  local  authority,  for  delivti  inq  up 
the  possession  of  the  same  to  the  United  States,  or  in  tiio 
evrnt  (it  an  attempt  to  occupy  tiiem  iiy  any  fore^a  go* 
Tcrnment* 

I  have  tbe  honour  to  be,  Sir» 

Your  obedient  aervanft 

«  w.  Eusm.. 

M  BrigadUr'i^eiieral  James  fFilki$miu** 

Reflcc       .The  reader  will  observe  tbat  ray  importunity  could  not 
the  oXra         *  manly  or  deciaive  rejply  to  my  memoir;  and  the 
vcoeived.  puny  powers  conceded  were  ahackled  with  premeoef  in 
their  nature  abeun!,  inapplicable  to  the  oervice,  and  if 

respected,  would,  after  all  my  warnings,  liave  infallibly 
sarrificed  New  Orleans;  in  this  letter  of  the  loth  from 
'  Doctor  Kuatisy  the  temporising,  timid*  caicuUting,  inde* 
cisire  finger  of  Preaident  Madison  is  confieased ;  ame- 
9ble  hatUnee  in  n  omnfry  Vfkere  Mere  are  ntf  n&ih  M* 
an  the  marg^  of  the  naer»  mm  is  be  ptftnredf  ^  m 
emmderabk  labmr  or  txptnu  woe  to  ht  bestowed  on 
permanent  fortijicaticyns,'^  «<  In  case  of  extraoniivary 
emergency^  or  a  meditattd  attack,'*  the  monstrous  idea  of 
tuppl/ying  to  the  city  ffaehmgUm  for  tolmefmnt  ie 
euggeatedf  M^tf  ^  ihreaUned  wUk  an  imimeiHale  etUaek^ 
then  I  vfas  **to  call  ewl  the  physicnt  force  of  the  terriiB^ 
rieef^  amd  «lften**  fa  meet  an  enemy,  who  was  not  at 
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fittipidly  blind  as  the  late  itiTtdm^  H  would  have  been  CHAP, 
too  late;  several  tliousand  stand  of  small  arms  had  ^''* 
reached  Wash ingtoriy  from  the  factory  at  Harper's  Ferry,  Dunajed 
before  I  left  tliat  ctty,but  as  an  eoonomical  war  departoieiil 
irMld  not  afibrd  tarpMliM  to  com  thM*  Ibey  wereox* 
poeed  to  ooveM'iMcf^mfiht  and  were  as  wet  m  if  they 
hod  been  throwii  'iwli  <iiir  Hver.   I  offciov^y  had  seve- 
rul  of  Llie  Ijrixes  opened,  and  recommended  that  tlm  whole 
should  be  dried,  oiled  and  wiped  ;  1  .=^00  or  2000  of  the 
same  muskets  reached  New  Orleans  from  Charleston, 
South  Carolina^  a/ier  Ifte  fMorutioii  of  war,  in  a  fast 
aailm^  schooner,  employed  for  the  purpose  by  Miy  or-ge-»  ^ 
neral  Pinckncy,  but  they  were  danui^. 

I  arrived  at  New  Orleans  the  9th  July,  and  met  the  Arrives  at 
declaration  of  war  in  the  fotlowing  note.  SwL^' 

**  ft  ai  Department,  June  I9lh, 

<«  Sir, 

<<War  is  declared  against  Great  Britiun,  you  will 
make  such  arrangements  and  dispositions  of  tlie  means 
and  force  subject  to  your  controol^  and  adopt  such  mta» 
sures  as  the  knowledge  of  this  event  may  in  yonr  Judg- 
mtnt  require, 

«1  have  tlic  honour  to  be, 
"Very  rcspcctrully.  Sir, 

**  Your  obeUicnt  servant, 
«  W.  EUSTIS. 

**  Brigadier-gmeral  James  WUJdnsonf 

or  officer  eonmanding  ^ftw  OrleansJ* 


It  will  be  seen  In  this  bosty  prodoction*  that  neither  my 
means f  nor  my  force  is  exlendedf  but  that  President  Msr* 

dison  in  the  manifest  perturbation  and  terror  produced  by 
Im  own  act,  had  found  it  necessary  iudirectly  to  cancel 
the  provisoes  and  restrictions,  with  which  I  had  beea 
previously  shackled^  and  I  deterained  to  takeadran- 
tage  of  this  preelipHancy,  and  turn  it  to  the  Si^y  of  the 
country,  although  1  aftmrards  suffered  for  U* 
1.  3  R 


Digitized  by 


MEMOIBS  BT 

eBAF.     On  caning  for  rehirmif  and  exaninfaH;  the  state  of  the 

^^I^JJ^  district,  1  dLscovered  a  frightful  destitution  of  means  In 
Sv<u-  of    every  branrli  of  service,  except  tlu"  hospital,  and  that  im- 
the  dis-     becility  and  disorder  prevailed  througliout ;  so  soon  as 
eounelYof  ^  ''^^  clearly  aetertaincd  tfirse  facts,  1  convened  a  roan* 
war.       Gil  of  war»  to  avail  myself  of  ilieir  coiyanct  delibrrations^ 
and  tiie  foUowini^  minoteB  of  tlieir  procfedinipi  wiH  pre- 
sent to  the  citizene  of  tiie  United  States,  the  actaal  altna* 
tion  of  the  inilitar^  defences  of  New  Orleans,  on  my  ai'- 
rival  there  to  take  the  coniniand»  in  July*  1812. 


MmiUi  sf  a  Coundl  of  War,  heldm  at  Mw  OtieoMS,  Jhh 

Fbssevt. 

Brigadier-general  \>  ilkiiisou, 
Commodore  Shaw,  U.  S.  navy, 
Lieutenant-colonel  Furdjr»  7th  regiment  infantry. 
Major  Macreat  artilleryj 
Major  CarmlclCf  marines. 
Captain  Pattersony  V,  8.  navy^ 
Captain  Blakeley,  L.  S.  navy. 
Colonel  R.  Sliaumburgh,  D.  Q.  M.  G- 
Bcnjamin  Moi^Of  esq.  D.  Com.  Gen. 

The  General  having  submitted  to  the  coimctly  his 
correspondence  with  tlie  secretary  of  war»*  proceeds  to 
offer  the  following  statement,  of  the  present  situation  of 

uiiairs. 

<«  War  being  declared  against  Great  Britain,  the  naval 
siiperionty  of  Umt  power  enables  her  to  mask  her  mari- 
time movements,  and  invade  suddenly  the  state  of  Lonist- 
ana,  and  the  a^acent  territory  of  the  Mississippi,  direct- 
ly or  indirectly;  by  attempting  to  force  the  mouth  of  the 
river  or  sonic  of  the  inlets  to  this  rity,  between  Uie  bay 
of  St.  Lot) is  on  the  east,  and  Beller  Isle  on  the  west;  or 
by  taking  possession  of  Mobile  and  Pensarola*  as  the  ally 
of  Spain^  and  projecting  her,  enterprises  from  thence, 

*  See  voir  iii.  p^f^SSS, 
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wbM  tlie  awMik  «mI  other  ciffcimiitaaoei  may  lie  emt  oraf. 

favourable. 

*«  Tlie  United  States  remain  at  peace  with  ihv  govcrn- 
ttient  ol  Spain;  t>ut  a  recent  coinuiuiiication*  frurn  tiic  go* 
vernor  of  Peaeacota  to  Gowenior  Ciaibome»  now  submitted 
to  llie  coiiiicil*  mieako  a  laafiiage  too  plain  to  be  mieaa* 
derotoodf  and  too  ezirain^t  to  bo  joalUleiL  TU  Jim^ 
rkoa  govtmmeni  viU  ml  laa%  mbwdi  to  the  immerit* 
id  reproaches^  or  quiUlif  field  to  the  umoarrantablt  prC" 
tensions  of  any  poxver  on  earth;  and  should  this  SnanisU 
goveroox*adl)crc  to  the  alternative  which  be  has  dared  to 
propose,  bostilitieB  must  Immediately  ensue,  and  tbo 
points  in  contest  be  settled  by  the  sword ;  for  the  people 
of  tbe  United  Stotes  will  neither  rudmt  a  right,  nor 
0bmukm  n  ftUew  mUsBOH  m  any  extremiiif. 

<«Thus  we  find  ourselves  at  open  war  with  one  Euro- 
pean p(»\veiN  and  on  the  threshold  of  hostilities  with  ano- 
ther. Tlic  quarter  confided  to  the  protection  of  the  army 
and  tbe  flotttia  of  the  Missiasippif  is  undeniably  tbe  moot 
tobleytbemostsnoconries^f  andyattbesametineytbe  most 
important  within  the  notional  limitei  and  therefore  the 
prexrautioot  vigilance  and  extortion  of  those  in  whom  the 
tnist  is  Imposed,  should  be  correspondent.  Understand- 
ing as  the  enemy  does,  the  importance  of  this  cit>  and  its 
dependencies^  it  Is  a  fair  presumption*  that  he  will  endea- 
vour to  make  himself  master  of  it;  and  being  well  ac- 
'  quainted  with  tbe  ooast»  his  maritime  domination  pots 
it  in  liis  power  to  be  prepared  for  a  descent,  before  lie 
comuien(  cii  his  voyaj^e,  and  it  is  most  probable  his  ariip 
val  will  furnish  us  the  earliest  certain  information  of 
his  intentions. 

«<  Should  the  Tiews  of  the  enemy  be  carried^  in  tbe  first 
Instance,  towards  PensacoU  and  Mobile^  he  will  discover 
that  a  body  of  barely  fifteen  hundred  men  in  possession 
of  tliost'  plarrs,  would  produce  tlie  must  injurious  impres- 
sions on  the  minds  of  the  Indians;  place  inliulnUints 
of  that  frontier  in  je(ipai:dy»  and  expose  the  government 

■ 

*  fS^e  Appendix,  Ko.  VI, 
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CII4P.  to  an  incredible  e^cpense,  cither  lo  pruteci  Uiem  or  dispos* 
sess  the  enemy ;  because  a  single  frigate  may  cut  off  our 
^"^""^"^  water  commiiiiicatioii  to  either  place*  and  aiilyect  aa  to 
land  trancportf  through  a  deatrt  of  two  liaadred  oulea; 
for  the  sitbsiMtence,  baggage^  ordnance,  military  stores, 
aiiii  ihc  wliolc  iUtirail  oi'  an  ;ii  niy  ;  incident  to  obstacles 
and  delays,  wiiidi  might  iavuivc  the  must  pertuciau^  cm- 
barrassmenUi* 

To  maintain  the  national  figlit%  to  resiat  iavasioa 
and  give  protection  to  this  ejUonsivo  and  ezpoaed  ffoii- 
tier;  supposing  every  post  in  our  oocupancy  abandoned^ 
iiiid  every  man  ol'  the  line  embodied,  who  is  capable  o( 
active  service,  not  more  than  one  thousand  six  JkiikIi  cd 
men  eoidd  be  arrayed  fur  battle ;  tu  this  is  combined  the 
naval  force  on  this  station*  coiisiating  of  two  brig^  of  six* 
teen  and  fourteen  guns*  ten  gun  boats*  and  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  martnea.  But  in  ease  of  aBetgeocy* 
«  an  auxiliary  force  may  be  required  (h>m  the  execulivo 
magistrates  of  this  state  and  the  adjacent  territory,  tinder 
the  volunteer  act  of  the  6th  February,  or  Uie  militia  law 
of  the  11th  April*  as  may  be  found  most  practicable  and 
convenient ;  and  pcinnneainn  may  be  taken  of  Mobile  and 
Fenaacola*  In  case  an  arrangement  baa  been*  or  aball  be 
made,  with  the  local  authority,  for  delivering  up  the  pes- 
session  ul'  tlie  same  to  the  I  nited  States;  or  in  the  event 
of  an  attempt  to  occupy  them  by  any  foreign  govern- 
ment/' 

«<  The  arms  of  the  troops  are  reported  to  be  defecttva* 
and  those  in  store  a^  either  damaged  or  re^tnire  clean* 
ing  and  repaii's. 

♦•The  men  in  general  arc  badly  clothed,  the  public  is 
greatly  in  arrears  in  that  article,  and  there  is  nonpros* 
pect  of  a  pronipt  supply. 

«  There  is  nut  in  store  a  knapsack  to  every  fifth  man* 
and  tiie  troops  cannot  enter  on  campaign  without  tliem« 

<•  The  corps  are  destitute  of  transport  for  operations* 
defensive,  by  land  or  by  water. 

«  There  are  no  magazines  of  forage,  lujig  or  short. 


Digitized  by 


GEDilEfiAJLi  WII4KINBON. 

«  TUe  ordnance  department  lacks  transport*  for  two  chak 
■ix  pounders  alone;  the  whole  stock  of  cannon  powder 
woukl  sot  serve  oar  Imtleraee  of  £4  pomden  obIj>  ftAeea 
hours  at  tbemoel  moderate  serviee;  and  tlie  wkole  stork 
of  aosket  powder,  indnding  tlml  wldch  is  fixed,  would 
not  serve  a  column  of  four  thoasand  men,  with  more  than 
seventy-six  rounds  per  man#  supposing  ever/  pound  re- 
ported to  he  good. 

*'  The  military  stores  and  implements  are  i^reatljr  de- 
Acient,  bei^g  generally  worn  out  or  daouiged. 

«  The  fbrtlAcatioDs  at  the  Eiigllsh  Tym  and  Fort  Sl^ 
Philip  are  nnfimslied,  and  at  tlie  former  place,  there  is 
Bot  a  hingle  gun  mounted. 

«  The  quarter-master's  department  is  deiititute  of 
stationery,  and  with  the  ej^ceptiou  of  a  few  articles  on  a 
Tery  small  scales  may  be  consideredy  for  all  the  purpoeci 
of  war»  eitremely  deHnieiit* 

•«  The  heopKal  department  Ibi  adequately  supplied  for  a 
siiort  period,  if  the  troops  ul' the  line  only  are  to  be  consi- 
dered, hut  the  uit'ilicines  and  stores  on  liand  are  deemed 
entirely  insullicieat  for  the  augmentatioii  of  the  establish^ 
ad  foff€e»  or  the  scenes  of  active  warw 

<<The  delMMaea  of  the  rtw  are  w^,  and  insaflfeieiit 
to  defend  that  direct  highway  to  this  ci^tal,  against  the 
vigorous  attack  of  a  hraye  and  energetic  antagonist;  and 
the  avenues  of  appioach  hy  the  Lake  Barataiia,  the 
Bayou  La  Fourche  and  the  river  Tesche  are  entirely  un- 
guai*ded.  ' 

«  Advioe  has  been  rec^ved  firom  soch  a  concarreiice  of 
iafbrmationy  that  Uttie  doaht  can  he  entertalDed,  two 
British  vessels  of  war  have  appeared  olf  the  bar  of  Mo- 
bile bay,  and  it  seems  to  be  a  currcut  oplniun,  that,  that 
place  will  suon  be  occupied  by  British  troops. 

^  Having  committed  this  statement  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  council,  the  General  requests  their  sentiments 
on  the  HdlowiQg  projmsitioK 

*  Horses  to  drig  tvo  six  pounders. 
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CHAP.        l8t.^To  wait  in  tlie  present  poetnre  of  afllurs,  witib* 


out  ciumgc  of  position,  or  the  adoption  ol  any  expensive 
precaution,  until  a  hostile  movement  of  the  Spaniaitisy  or 
an  actual  invasion  of  the  Briiisfi  shall  take  place* 

**  £d^To  make  eveiy  preparation  for  ditece  and  of- 
fencfif  which  llie  resources  of  the  coiinti7  and  the  powers 
of  the  General  can  elibcty  withoot  one  moment  of  nane— 
cessary  delay. 

*»  3cJ. — To  supply  the  defects  of  the  nr  vi  ral  ili  part- 
ments  by  pia*c:haae9  as  far  as  may  be  practicahle,  and  i& 
deemed  necessary  to  OMet  ail  the  exigeapiea  of  active 
war. 

M  4th*— To  provide  transport  hy  land  and  1^  water  for 

tlie  artillery,  ammunition,  military  stores,  camp  equip- 
age, hagga^  and  attii  ail  of  a  column  of  two  thousand 
men. 

«  5th.— To  defend  the  river  and  every  avenue  leading 
from  the  coast  to  this  capital^  by  thp  most  jndtcioos  dis- 
position of  oar  preaent  smali  naval  forte,  the  oo*oper»> 
tion  of  the  troops,  and  the  aid  of  snch  batteries*  floating 

and  stationary,  as  may  be  judged  necessary. 

*(  6th. — To  require  from  the  executive  niagist rates  of 
this  state  and  the  adjacent  territory,  their  whole  disposa- 
ble farce  of  volanteers  or  militia,  to  co-operate  with  the 
TCigatar  troops. 

if  7th.— To  distribute  the  force  tboa  to  be  drawn  forth 
fh>m  the  yeomanry  of  the  country,  under  judicious  offi* 
cers  at  i]at(jn  Rouge,  New  Orleans,  Barataria,  La 
Fourche  and  Fort  Stoddert,  under  such  instructions  as 
may  be  best  calculated  to  protect  the  country  against  in- 
vasion* and  to  preserve  its  internal  tranquillity. 

M  8th.^To  embody  the  tmops  of  the  line  at  the  pass 
of  Christlant  and  bold  them  in  readiness  for  prompt  and 
active  operations,  to  the  east  or  west,  offensive  and  de- 
fensive. 

««  9th. — To  adopt  sik  h  measures  aS  may  most  cffec- 
tually  roTidei'  abortive,  the  menaces  of  the  Spanish  go- 
vernor of  PenRacola,  asitert  the  rights  of  the  nation^  and 
protect  our  citizens  east  of  Mobile  bay. 
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^  1 0th.— To  remove  the  Spanisli  pilot  from  Dauphin  CH\i\ 
Island,  in  order  to  cut  off  all  t  unmiunication         the  ™' 
vessels  of  the  encmyi  and  to  provide  for  tUc  deience  of 
the  bar»  at  the  entrance  of  Mobile  bay,  if  possible. 

««lithw— To  4nish  the  batteries  and  works  of  Piacqae- 
ifrine  and  the  English  Tom,  and  to  have  them  suitably 
garrisoned  and  properly  garnished  with  battcrin.i^  piec  es. 

«  12th.— To  make  the  requisite  deposit  of  prDvisions, 
arms,  ammutiitiuii,  tools,  stores  and  camp  equipage  at 
Fort  Stoddert.  for  eventual  operations  in  that  quarter* 

**  The  council  allei^  aiatnre  deliberation  disapprove  of 
(be  6rst  pmpositlont  and  approve  of  the  2d»  ad9,4th»  5thf 
dth,  7th,  8th,  9th.  llA  and  IStb  propositions. 

<«  Of  tlic  tenth  proposition  the  council  do  notiecl  Uiein- 
selves  qualified  to  (^ive  an  opinion. 

JOHN  SHAW ,  Capt,  com*g.  naval  forces, 
ROBT.  PURUY,  Lieut.  CoL  TthinfaiUnf. 
WILL.  MACR£A»  M0or,  ariilUrisU. 
DAN.  CARMICK,  A%'or,  manse  corps. 
DAN.  T.  PATTERSON,  lAmUM.S.  navy. 
J.  BLAKEIJilV,  Lieut  com^g.  U.S.  mny. 
BARTH.  SUAUMBUIiGH,  D.  q,  M.  G. 
BENJAMIN  MORGAN,  D.  Com.  Gen.'' 

The  judgment  of  the  council  of  war  concurring  with 
my  own  Tiews,  and  tiiemeasures<*  1  had  previously  adopt- 
ed, I  (Ictcrmincd  to  press  defensive  preparations!  fnr  riu 
protection  of  the  ctjuntry,  notwithstanding  the  dis(  our- 
agemcnt  expressed  in  the  provisoes  and  reservations  of 
Uie  presidential  instructions,  of  the  15th  of  April.  The 
Petite  CoqulllFy  the  mouths  of  the  Mississippi,  Mobile 
bay.  Fort  8t»  Philip  and  the  Engllsb  Turn,  presented 
themselves  to  me  as  primary  objects  of  attention;  and  I 
appeal  to  every  honest  man  in  New  Orleans,  aud  in  the 
whole  ranc^c  of  the  public  sn  vice  Ironi  the  Balizeto  Mo- 
bile, whether  i  failed  in  industry,  activity  or  enterprize  I 

•  See  letter  to  secretary  of  war,  July  28,  1 812  ;  vol  Vt'i.  paj^e  337. 
t  See  letters  to  secceUiy  of  w»r»  Sept.^,  and  Dec.  29tb,  1812} 
vol.  iU.  page  33S, 
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CHAP,  ^eiihcr  winds,  rains,  storms  nor  tempests  ever  inkr- 
rupted  my  course,  or  aircsted  my  progress;  except  in- 
deed wlicn  cast  away  or  upset»  which  happened  twice  oa 
I^ake  Fontchartraiiiy  and  in  the  last  instance  it  was  the 
inlerposition  of  Providence  alone  which  saved  m  ftom  a 
watery  grave.  The  following  letter  from  Mr.  W.  Dar- 
by, the  ingenious  author  of  a  map  and  geographical  de- 
scription of  Louisiana,  wlio,  after  making  a  correct  cliart 
of  the  months  of  the  Mississippi,  had  engaged  to  survey 
the  coaat  of  the  gulf  from  Chef  Mentcur*  to  the  Acha- 
faliat  and  the  approaches  to  New  Orleans,  which  I  con- 
templated to  obstmct  and  defend*  will  specificalljr  set  forth 
what  were  ray  intentions  at  the  time ;  and  it  is  a  fitct 
wortliy  of  note,  that  I  nu  iitioned  to  Major  Carmick  of  the 
marines,  more  than  once,  that  in  case  of  an  mviision,  I 
should  look  well  to  the  Bayou  Bien-venu*  as  the  enemy 
might  attempt  a  descent  by  that  Inlet*  which  1  knew  bad 

^        been  a  noted  arenae  of  the  smugglers. 

* 

«  Ihdaddphxa,  ^iinl  ISiC. 

<«  Dear  Sir. 

«  Your  favour  of  the  26th  inst.  I  received  yesterday* 
You  request  me  to  state,  as  far  as  my  recollection  servesd 
the  substance  of  a  conversation  I  bad  with  you  at  your 
head  quarters  near  New  Orleans^  in  the  spring  of  1813* 

In  compliance  tliercwilli,  I  have  with  the  utmost  plea- 
sure Ci4st  a  retrospect  on  an  interview,  I  never  can  rctlect 
ou  without  emotions  of  gratitude. 

<«  After  several  years  labour  in  coUecling  materials  for 
a  map  of  Louisiana*  I  found  in  the  early  part  of  181$  my 
resources  so  far  exhausted*  as  to  render  an  application 
to  the  legislature  of  that  state  for  pecuniary  aiil  neces- 
sary. The  applicution  was  made,  but  I  did  not  obtain 
relief.  Resting  upon  my  own  exertions,  1  then  applied 
to  you  as  commanding  general  of  the  district*  for  aid  in 
completing  a  work  of  public  as  well  as  private  utility. 
You  received  me  In  a  manner  which  consoled  me,  under 

*  The  weEtcm  pass  from  lake  Pomchartcain  into  Lake  Bargoe, 
near  the  liayou  Bicn-vcnuc. 
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an  accumnlated  pre&sure  of  private  embarrassment  and  chap. 
public  ripglert. 

*«  I  found  ydu  seated  at  your  table,  enveloped  with 
papers.  1  delivered  a  short  note  of  introduction  from 
Governor  Claiborne,  and  after  reading  it»  }roii  desii*ed 
me  to  explain  my  businpsa*  views  and  circumstanceSf 
wbirh  I  did*  Too  then  observed  that  you  were  ready  to 
aflford  me  any  asHistancey  consistent  with  your  military 
-  duties,  and  aiJded,  that  as  the  couiitiy  was  in  danger  of 
invasiont  and  open  at  various  detached  points,  your  in^ 
tention  was  to  have  exact  surveys  taken,  of  all  the  in- 
let9  from  Mobile  to  Achafaliar— to  erert  forts  in  the  fol- 
lowing places.  Mobile  point.  Petite  Coquille,  the  bank 
of  the  sofith-east  pass  of  the  Mississippi  river,  Barra- 
.  taria  bay,  I  bdipve  Belle  Isle,  ntai-  the  tiMUith  uf  the 
Arhafalia,  and  on  the  Fourche — to  place  chevaux  de 
friae  or  otlier  impediments  in  the  passes  of  Chef  Men* 
teur.  Bayou  Blen-vemi^  Terre  aux  Bieufs,  Riviere  an 
Chene,  and  the  various  passes  of  the  Mississippi,  ex- 
cept the  sonlh-east; — and  finally,  in  all  the  water-r 
courses  tluougU  wlikh  an  enemy  could  approach.-* 
You  then  informed  me,  that  Mr.  Pilie  was  actually 
engaged  in  examining  the  .passes  towards  the  Mobile^ 
and  you  desired  me  to  proceed  to  the  mouth  of  the  Mis* 
sl<f8ippi,  and  carefully  measure  the  width  and  depth  of 
all  the  passes,  and  particularly  to  determine  the  distance 
from  a  small  island  near  the  south-east  channel  to  the 
bar,  in  order  to  determine  whether  a  battery  could  be 
erected,  within  point  blank  distance  of  vessels  whilst  pass* 
ing  the  bar — to  determine  the  distance  witliout  the  bar, 
where  ships  of  74  guns  could  anclior---al8o  to  determine 
with  the  utmost  exactness  In  my  power,  the  breadth, 
dei)th  and  width  of  the  south-west  pass,  in  order  to  ena^ 
bic  ^ou  to  estimate  with  certainty,  the  quantity  and  na- 
ture of  obstruction,  sufficient  to  prevent  the  entrance  of 
vessels  of  war  of  any  draught* 

You  then  placed  at  my  disposal  a  detachment  of  sea 
fencibles,  to  enaUe  me  to  execute  the  survey  with  the 
necessary  correctness  and  despatch. 

vox.,  h  3  S 
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CHAP.      «  The  survey  was  executed  in  the  mnutU  of  April» 
and  a  map  of  the  several  passes  delivered  into  your  offico 
^"'^^^^  about  the  5th  of  May,  1813. 

M  On  an  occasion  subsequent  to  tbe  first  conversatiosi 
you  reiterated  your  intention  to  adopt  every  iiece«isary 
measure,  to  ascertain  the  assail  tbh'  points^  and  to  place 
every  possihie  impediment  against  an  invarlmg  torce. 
Toil  also  obsei'vedy  wliat  eventually  happened,  that  the 
British  would  endeavour  to  force  their  entrance  by  Mo* 
bile  or  Pontchartrain,  and  that  tbe  fort  built  on  tbe  RU ' 
golets  or  Petite  Goquilley  would  impede  if  not  arrest  tbelf 
advance  to  New  Orleans  j  you  i  \hibited  to  me  an  old 
manuscript  map  of  the  sea  coast  of  Louisiana  and  Flo- 
ridat  wherein  was  delineated  with  considerable  precision* 
the  vaHous'  rivers,  bays  and  inlets  ;  you  particularly  re- 
quested information  respecting  the  small  water-coursea» 
between  Petite  Coquille  and  Fort  St.  Philip,  such  as 
Chef  Menteur»  Bien-vcnu,  Tcrre  aux  Boiuls,  jind  the 
Riviei*e  au  Chene:  it  wa.s  then  t  uncluded  lor  me  to  com- 
mence  an  actual  survey,  from  the  Ciief  Mcuteur  to  the 
Acbafaiia  river. 

The  preparatbns  were  in  considerable  advance  for 
the  o&pedition,  wlien  you  went  commanded  to  the  north- 
ern army.  With  your  departure  ended  all  the  public  as- 
sistance I  ever  receivrd  in  the  execution  of  mv  work. 

•*  It  may  be  irrelevant  t)  the  subject  of  your  request, 
but  1  cannot  forbear  to  express  my  conviction,  that  had 
your  plan  of  defence  been  carried  into  effect,  no  foreign 
'  force  could  ever  advance  in  a  hostile  manner  to  the  neigh- 

bourhood of  New  Orleans;  the  nature  of  ^he  country 
renders  all  approach  of  an  ai-m>  by  land»  from  the  gulf 
of  Mexico,  impossihlc,  and  the  result  of  the  operations  at 
M<»bile  point  and  Furt  St.  Philiji,  demonstrate  what  for* 
midable  obstacles  small  forts  are,  in  aurb  positions,  to  the 
passage  of  ships  ^  war;  their  repulse  at  Mobile  point 
BO  doubt  prevented  Petite  Coquille  firom  being  attacked 
by  tbe  British.  I  have  seen  enough  to  convince  me,  that 
BHtish  soldiers  can  perform  all  that  human  beings  can 
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arcoiDp)i8b»  but  Co  reach  New  Orieane  against  the-proper  crap. 
flieans  of  defence  is  beyond  their  power. 
«The  hboTe  may  not  be  verbally  our  conversation; 

but  tittm  the  stninii^  impression  mafic  upon  my  mind,  and 
from  Sfibsrcjuent  events  .s(*  taU  uiatcd  to  awaken  recoUec* 
tion^  J  am  confident  the  matter  is  cori^clly  stated* 

M  Permit  roe  to  be^  Sir» 
M  With  much  respect^ 

Your  obedient  servant* 
"  WILLIAM  DARBY- 

Gtncral  James  H'Ukinsoiu*' 


Whilst  arttvely  engaged  on  the  works  of  Petite  Co*  wu 
qniiie,  the  English  Turn,  St.  Philip  and  the  Bafissei  ami  ^^^^^ 
in  collecting  and  preparing  materials  for  otiierpoints  of  take  Mo- 

defcnre,  in  wliirh  I  received  the  zealous  co-operalion  of  ^ 
the  navy  and  Ctimmdore  Shawj  who  had  at  my  instance 
laid  down  a  block  ship,  to  mount  a  heavy  battery  of  24 
pounderf;,  for  the  express  defence  of  the  approach  by 
Lakes  Borgne  and  Pontchartrain ;  I  received  an  order 
on  the  14th  of  March,  from  General  John  Armstrong 
who  had  been  appointed  to  the  war  department,  to  pos- 
sess myself  of  the  country  west  of  the  Pcrdido,  and  par- 
ticularly of  the  town  and  iurtn  ss  oi  Mobile.*  It  was  ne- 
cessary to  mask  tiie  design,  to  prevent  the  post  from 
being  reinforced  from  Pensacola,  and  thereby  to  save  the 
effusion  of  blood,  which  national  policy  as  well  as  hiima- 
jatj  forbade*  Measures  were  taken  with  Commodore 
Shaw  and  the  navy,  and  the  necessary  equipments  were 
pressed,  but  we  were  not  able  to  reach  the  vicinity  of  the 
place  before  tlie  night  of  tlie  8tbj  dispossr.ssi»(js:  a  Spanish 
guard  at  Dauphin  island  in  our  route,  and  intercepting  a 
Spanish  transport  destined  to  Mobile,  having  on  boaril 
an  officer  and  a  detachment  of  artillerists,  with  provi-* 
alons  and  munitions  of  war  for  the  garrison*  The  first 
intimation  of  our  approach  to  the  Spaniards  was  from 
oar  drums.   The  place  was  strong  and  well  found  in  ar< 

•  See  TOL  iU.  pa(e  339-40. 

f 
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CHAP,   tiliery,  but  the  garrison  consisted  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  combatants  onl/»  and  was  sliort  of  iirovisions^ 


they  depended  chiefly  upnn  the  town  for  daily  subststenceu 
In  case  of  mietance  I  had  intended  to  indulge  six  hun- 
dred men  with  the  eiKalado  of  Fort  Charlotte^  the  posi- 
tion and  form  of  wliich  1  perfectly  un<l»*rstood,  and  hid-^ 
The  place  clei'S  had  accordingly  been  prepared  j  hut  the  comnian- 
derrSy     ^^"^  suiTcndercd  under  a  convention  on  the  IStti,  and 
conven.    Singular  as  it  may  appear^  when  the  surrender  was  an- 
istb  of    nouncedf  the  mortiftcatioa  of  my  ofilcers*  and  men  wsb 
manifest.  If  there  be  any  cMit  due  to  this  diminutive 
affair,  Commodore  Shaw  and  the  nayy  are  entitled  to  a 
full  share  of  it;  but  when  merits  uit  measured  by  blood, 
we  can  have  no  pretensions  to  connncndatittn.    The  fol- 
lowing particularsy  as  mere  matter  uf  record,  may  be 
^       worthy  of  a  place  in  these  nierooii«r  as  they  Ime  not 
been  promulgated  by  the  goTomment. 

Camp  near  M)bil£,  Jlpril  I2th,  ISIS* 

Sir, 

The  troops  of  the  United  Staftcs  uniier  my  command 
do  not  approach  you  as  the  enemies  of  SpatOt  but  by 
order  of  the  President  they  come  to  relleire  the  garrison 
whirh  yon  command,  from  the  occupancy  of  a  post  within 

the  legitimate  limits  of  those  states.  I  therefore  h(j^>c. 
Sir,  that  you  may  pearefully  retire  from  Fort  Charlotte^ 
and  from  the  bounds  of  tlie  Mississippi  teiritory  (east  of 
the  Perdido  river)  with  the  gatrison  you  command*  and 
the  public  and  private  property  wbhrh  may  appertain 
thereto. 

flatter  myself  that  yon  will  meet  a  proposition  so 

reasonable  and  so  just,  in  the  amicable  spirit  with  which 
it  19  otfered,  and  tiiat  m  time  may  be  unnecessarily  lost 


*  The  iletachment  Uken  from  the  3<i  and  7th.  regiments,  was  com- 
Viandcd  by  thut  excellent  officer.  Major  Canaick  uf  Uie  marines,  and 
more  pbytieal  force,  energy  of  chiirMteff',  or  perfect  formation  than 
this  body  of  SOO  infMtry  exhibited,  hta  not  been  thewn  in  the  army 
ofths  UniiBd8biim  bfCMoeraano. 
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III  carrying  it  iato  exeeutifiii.  My  aid-dMampt  Mi^of  ^h^p. 
fl.  D.  Peire»  will  present  yon  this  note^  and  if  conTenfont  ^^^I^ 
to  you,  will  receive  your  answer.  , 

With  all  dup  con?<^iderfitioti  and  respect^ 
1  have  the  honour  to  be, 

<«  Your  most  ob't  humble  ser^tp 
JA.  WILKINSON. 
«  Tiic  Officer  commanding  Fort  Charlotte.** 

* 

4 

**  Fort  Ctoriotte,  JIfoftt/e,  JprU  i$th,  1813. 

Most  Excellent  Sir, 

I  have  marked'  Ihe  cftnteati  of  yopr  latter  of  ycster* 
day,  and  I  bave  coaniBaioiiMl  Lieateniit  l>o»Fraaclaco 
MoitImo  to  fioalbr  witli  yaarexisdiaiicy  on  Hio  poinit  la 

dispute. 

«  God  preserve  your  excellency  many  years. 

«  CAYETANO  i^lLlUMZ. 

Camf  ii€ar  JMU,  April  tsih, 

«  Sir, 

«  I  have  received  your  answer  to  the  proposition  con- 
tained in  my  letter  of  yesterday,  and  concur  in  every  par* 
ticolarf  witti  the  exception  to  the  removal  of  the  arlillerj 
nnd  Bonitaons  of  wary  which  lauit  be  iMma  fide  deiiverod 
to  an  officer  of  the  corps  I  conmaiid,  who  wiil  receipt  for 
the  articles  lie  may  receive,  and  m£ike  tlie  government  of 
the  United  States  accountable  for  the  same.  This  mea- 
sure is  indispensable  to  the  prompt  evacuation  of  the 
place,  which  cannot  be  defended,  whatever  naj  be  the 
gallantly  of  the  garriaon,  becaase  it  ia  without  provleioOf 
and  by  the  dispositioii  of  tlie  forces  under  my  commaiid# 
is  cut  oflT  from  the  possibility  of  succour. 

«•  Should  vviiul  and  weather  permit,  transports  will  be 
furnished  this  day ;  the  garrison  must  commence  its  em- 
baitotioa  to-morrow  momtng*  and  the  next  day  posses- 
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CiiAP.  sion  must  be  ^ivrn  to  a  detackment  of  the  artillery  and 
^^1*     infarrtry  nf  the  t  inted  States, 

"  The  liotilla  under  my  direction  will  move  up  to  tlic 
town  to-day,  but  no  communication  will  be  permitted 
further  than  tbe  landing  of  camp  equipage*  baggage  and 
proviaioin. 

**  I  faave  the  hononr  to  be, 

«  RcsiK'ctfullv,  Sir, 

««  Your  obedient  servant, 

«  JA.  WILKINSON. 

^  Captain  Cayetano  Pet^esSt 
>   Covmanding  Fort  ChaHoHe.** 

CONVENTION. 

«  Cnnvcncion  hecha  en  "Convention  entered  into 

estediaia  dc  Abril  de  1813,  on  the  13th  of  April,  18  U» 

entre el  Mayor-general  Don  between  Miyor  Gen.  iames 

Jayme  WilkiD8CNt»comfliaii-  Wilkinson*  commanding 

dante  de  las  fuerzas  de  los  the  forces  of  the  United 

£stado(9  Unidns  de  Ameri-  States  of   America*  and 

ca,  y  i  l  Citpitan  Doji  Cay-  Capuiiu  Don  CayetanoPe- 

etano  Perez,  maiidando  la  rez,  cominandin.i^  the  Spa- 

guarnicion   Espancda  del  nisb  garrison  of  Fort  Ciiar* 

Ftierte  Carlota  de  Mobila.  lotte*  Mobile. 

t 

m 

AETICXAS. 

««  1.   Capitan  Don  Cay-       «  1.   Captain  Cayctano 
etano  Perez  propone  cva-    Perez  propose^  to  evacuate 
guar  con  la  guarnicion  de   Fort  Charlotte  on  the  15th 
su  mando*  el  16  de  Abril*  April*  iSlS. 
1813.  •*  Agreed*  for  the  hoar 

of  5  oarlock,  P.  M.  IHrt  a 

tieLirlm)ent  ol"  tJie  troops  of 
the  Unitctl  States  shall  lake 
post  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
fort*  to  occupy  it  In  themo« 
ment  of  Ita  evacuation. 
«  8.  Que  la  guamicion  *•  SL  The  Spanish  garri- 
Espanolaestando  destituida  son  being  destitue  of  provi* 
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4e  provicioacsy  unica  caiwa  siuns,  a  supply  is  roquired^ 
qne  le  precisa  evaguar»  acii  together  with  tranapiirts  to 
proviatadevmrcsyytnuM-  convey  tlie  troops  to  Pen- 
portes  paraPanzacola.  iacola. 

"  Ajjreed — But  tlic  Spa- 
nish gdvernment  shall  be 
accountable  to  the  Uiiited 
States  i'or  the  expense.  The 
Tessela  to  sail  as  flafpi  of 
tnicet  and  to  be  guaranteed 
by  the  government  of  Spain 
against  capture,  and  also 
*  * against  port  charges  and 

pilotage.  M^iur-generai 
^  Wilkinson  engageSf  on  the 

palt  of  the  United  States,  to 
fnnrantee  the  safe  passaga 
of  the  Spanish  garrison, 
against  the  vessels  ut'  those 
states,  and  the  powers  at 
peace  with  thorn. 
«  S.  Que  le  srttlleria  y        8.  Captaiii  Perez  pro- 
todo  lo  que  corresponds  a  poses  that  the  cannon^  its 
ella,  y  las  munlolones  de  attirail,  and  the  munitions 
guerra  actualuiente  en  la    of  war  belonging  to  it,  ac- 
Fuerte  Carlota,  sera  em-    tually  in  Fort  Charlotte, 
barcada  con  ias  tropas,  y   siiaU  be  embarl^ed  with  the 
se  esta  propocicion  ne  so  troops;  or  should  this  pro* 
ndmitsy  se  nombraraf  por  position  be  rejected^  an  offi- 
el  commandante  Espanol,  cer  shall  be  appointed  by 
un  ofticial  para  quel  uniiio    the  Spanish  commandant, 
con  otn»  del  misuu*  giado    to  meet  an  oOii  lp  of  equal 
de  Uis  Estados  Unidos,  to-   rank  of  the  American  fort  es^ 
men  un  inventario  de  la  ar-   to  take  an  inventory  of  the 
tUieria*  y  municiones  de  artUlexy  and  munitions  of 
gaerra;  do  todo  lo  qual  el   war,  for  which  the  Ameri- 
officisl  Americano,  dara  un   can  officer  shall  give  re- 
ret  i  bo  obligatario,  auturi-    ceipts,  obligatory  on  tiic 
;2Uulo  por  el  Gen^aij  con-  Americaa  gorsnunen^  to 
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Gobienip  £sp%nol« 


^  Q««  liMta  q«el  U 

la  Tela,  las  tropas  Ameri- 
canos, un  se  ac^rcar^n  al 
iiierte* 


5.  Que  un  oflioial  tie 
artilleria*  y  el  guarda  al- 
Mcen  fteloaguarniciun  Es- 
fanolt  ae  permlto  qtiad«v 
I>ara  invciitariaii  la  artil- 
leria,  y  manlcioffias  de  guer- 
ra,  quel  purteneccr  a  ella 
y  chaiicetar,  las  cuentas  dc 
la  guarukion  baau  la  tran- 
S^de  seguridadt  cantrato- 
da  moleatacifin  de  peraonaa^ 
papeles  o  propriedadea* 

«  Mobila  y  Fuerte  Car- 
lota,  13  de  Abrii  de  18ia. 

a  CATKTAKO  rieUlEZ/' 


aoDowit  ftir,  tliesaM  ta  tha 
Spaaiah  governneal* 

« The  first  proposition 
being  rejected,  the  alterna- 
tive is  accctJcd  to,  and  Ma» 
jor-general  Wilkinson  will 
see  It  carried  into  effect 

M  4.  Thai  aatil  the  Spa. 
niah  garriaon  baa  aailed* 
the  American  troops  shall 
not  approach  the  fort. 

"  Agreed,  under  the  sti- 
pulation of  the  firat  article, 
that  precaution  being  ne- 
ceaaary  to  the  aafe^  of  Ilia 

public  property. 

"  5.  That  'All  officer  of 
artillery,  and  a  quarter- 
master of  the  Spanish  gar- 
riaooy  be  permitted  to  re* 
main  to  delt?er  the  artil- 
lery and  BMiaitiona  of  war 
appurtenant  thereto,  and  to 
settle  the  accounts  of  tlio 
garrison,  under  aguarantea 

of  aafety  againat  th^  moles* 
tatioQ  of  peraofiBy  papera  or 

property. 

Agreed  until  the  ob* 
jects  of  their  respective  du- 
ties shail  be  accomplished* 

Mobile,  Fort  Char«^ 
latte»AprUi3»  1813. 


«  HENRY  B.PElRfit 

Major  of  Louisiana  VoU 
and  aid-dt'Camp  to 
jar-gcnerat  fVilkinson, 
hfimg-  dtgiM  mi#Anrtinrf  ** 
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4€  Las  parties  contmM:-        The  contracting  par- 
tantes  combiencn,  que  el   ties  agree  that  Lieatriiant 
Tcnicnte  Sands,  del  1  re-    Sands  of  the  lit  regiment 
gimiente  de  arUUeria  de  los    of  artillery,  on  the  part  of 
Bstados  Unidos,  y  ^  Te-    the  Uuiti-d  States,  and  Lieu- 
niente  de  dlcho  cuerpo,  al   lenant  Don  Juan  Estevea, 
scrvicco  de  S.  M.  C.  Don  on  the  part  of  the  Spanish 
Juan  Kstcvez,  exaininaran,    govcminiBnt,ihall  aMet>ex* 
entrcgaran,  y  sc  daran  i^e-   amine,  and  form  invento- 
cibos  correspondentes,  por   riei,  nt  tlic  artillery  and  mu- 
ia  artiileria  y  municiones   lutions  of  war,  wliich  may 
de  guerra,  quel  la  guami-  be  left  in  Fort  Charlotte  by 
cion,  pueda  deaar  en  el  the  Spanish  guarrison,  for 
Fuertc  Carlota.  which  the  said  Lieutenant 

Sands  shall  give  duplicate 
« CA\ETANO  PEBEZ.''   rcrripts,  agreeably  to  tha 

thinl  article* 

««  H<  D.  PEIRE, 


UENEliAL  UUDEIIS. 

w  Lieutenant  Sands  of  the  artiUcry»  Is  appointed  on  the 
pat  t  ot  tUe  United  States,  to  meet  an  offtcer  of  the  Spa* 

nish  artillery,  in  oidci  to  make  an  inventory  of  the  ord- 
nance, ammunilion  and  miUtiu  y  stoics,  to  be  left  in  Fort 
Charlotte,  and  will  meipt  in  duplicate  lor  Uic  same,  as 

the  agent  for  the  govemmenU  .xt^i.t^ 
f Signed)  «  JA.  WU-KINSUN. 

mrs  con. 

VOlu  I.  ^  '^J 
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XII.  iiiMMr^  0/  oriaame  aud  munUiatu  ^  war,  reethed  ^  UtMimmt  ZiM 
St^^f"^^    Juan  Ettevez,  of  Ma  CathoUc  Majeity't  artmefy,  bjf  LietUtmrnt  A» 

Sandtf  ^  the  United  Statee  t^tmefU  artiUeritte,  afgreeaU^  l«  the 
eenveniien  e/Fert  Ckerlettet  MMU. 

FIT  FOR  SERVICE. 

•  2  iron  18  pounders,  French  357  6  pound  grape  shot 

6  do           uu          do  ISr  4    do  do 

8  do  ^  do  do  15  3  do  do 
2  do   8    do        do  23  I  do  do 

6  do    6    do        do  3332  1  '  do  ibot  for  grape 

13  do   4    do        do  400  ^  do  do 

9  do  j  pound  swivels,  do  150  ^  do  do 
3brtss4poQndVmounted  do  1470  Sot.  do 

1  do    5|  in.  howUz.  do  ao       35  18  pounders  filled  ^lin* 


4  do 

i  pound  swivels,  do 

ders. 

9 

24  pound  round  shot 

42  12      do  do 

308 

18 

do 

do 

158     8      do  do 

962 

12 

do 

do 

119     6      do  do 

1158 

9 

do 

do 

199     4      do         do  , 

1403 

6 

do 

do 

40     3       do  do 

1901 

4 

do 

do 

6     -j       do  do 

90 

6 

1.!  ■  1 1 J 

lie  head  shot 

8     ^      do  do 

72 

8  i 

tich 

shcIU,  empty 

100     i      do  do 

224 

H 

do  do 

2 107  linen  cylinders,  assorted 

25 

8 

do  filled 

60     4  pound  flannelcyiinders. 

51 

5J 

do         do  fuse 

assorted 

and  powd«r  dtma^d 

1  Spanish  Jsck  and  lever 

161 

8  inch  filled  fuzes 

1     do    gin,  complete 

150 

H 

do 

40  barrels  of  charcoal 

10 

34  pound  Gsnnister  shot 

995  sand  bsgs 

47 

18 

do 

do 

154    4  lb.  round  shot,  with 

60 

12 

do 

do 

wooden  sabots 

103 

9 

do 

do 

43764  musket  flints 

187 

8 

do 

do 

4560  faaU  cartridges 

102 

6 

do 

do 

1680  moss  wads,  asserted 

159 

4 

do 

do 

48  faggot  torches 

61 

3 

do 

do 

6  marine  fire  g^rapplings 

45 

1 

do 

do 

14  marine  fire  bottles 

86 

do 

do 

83  fire  balls 

216 

h 

do 

do 

7  steel  spikes 

186 

i 

do 

do 

1  while  muslin  fl:ij 

42 

18 

d« 

grnpc  bUot 

37  iron  stool :i  Toi-  grape 

279 

12 

do 

do 

61  pounds  ut  \i  MX  candles  for 

9 

9 

do 

do 

the  !naL;'azinc 

191 

8 

do 

do 

4627  lbs.  leAid  bulls,  aiiorted 
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13d  Ibi.  buck  tbot 

40  Ibt.  tnall  1^  ' 
196  lbs.  r  inch  spikef 
193  lbs.  5  do 

SSportfires 

40  povder  hont .  . 
S65  nw  hide  ssnd  bulcets 

5  cannon  slin£^ 
145  beds  and  coins 

30  tompions 
IS  lead  aprons 

4  jxjw  Jer  wire  sieves 
1  bhicksmith's  anvil 
1  tjnmun's  do 
1180  lbs.  pig  lead 
40  bayonets 
3h«lberts 

6  crooked  handlet  for  4  lb  ^ 

spunges 
62  huidipikes 
3  gunner^  qasdimts 

1  pair  washer  hooks 

d  pair  nippers  for  plicuif 
shells 

2  screw  wrenches 
2  wooden  fuze  sets 
2  tin  [vjwdcr  funnel? 

2  iron  port  lire  formers 

2  port  fire  stocks 
li  lbs,  spunge 

9  crow-bars 

12  washers 

47*  ladles,  assorted 
43  worms,  do 

31  gun  scrapers,  do 
40  nmnersy  do 

113  lbs.  bar  iron 
188  lbs.  steel 
87  lbs.  dry  Spanish  brown 

13  musket  cattridge  foraers 

3  lint  stocks 

1  wooden  spetula 
1  leather  port  fire 
1  leatfter  tube  bag 


1  p^ming  wife 
S  grind  stones 

4  hooks  an4  thimblcf 
8r  pick  axes 
30  hoes 

3  melting  Isdlis 

2  lead  skimmers 

8  drawing  knives 

2  frows 

"  carpenter's  adzes 
41  trunnion  plates 

1  larg^  beam  and  scales 
200  lbs  iron  weights 

4  carpenter's  iron  squares 

3  blacksmith's  sledges 

2  stone  do 

1  pair  crop  bit  tonga 

5  pair  blacksmith's  do 

2  pair  bullet  catters 

10  screw  augers>  assorted 

3  pair  carpenter^s  compaases 
M  cbiaself » assorted 

15  gouges,  do 
3  smoothing  planes 
7  whip  saws 

2  whip  saw  boxes 

3  blacksmith's  vices 
2  fascine  hatchcts 

9  tin  lantborns 
2  dark  do 

4  tin  cylinder  cases 

6  cross  cut  saws 

2  copper  me  as  uresyfor  powder 
22  copper  hoops 

3  bttllet  U  buck  shot  moulds 

4  large  ammunition  boxes 

1  large  launch^  without  oars 

or  sails 
13  cedsr  water  backets 
1  copper  magaslne  lock 

1  conductor  h  Itghtaiiig  upd 

2  tarpaulins 

4050  lbs.  cannon  powder. 
450  Ibi«  musket  do. 


CHAP. 
XII. 
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CHAP. 

XII.  UNFIT  FOB  SERVICE. 

1  iron  8  pounder  31  4  pornid  cylindert 

S  do  6  do  439  3  ineii  hmd  ymuidto 
1  do  4  do  18  rockets 

3  do  2   do  35  Spanish  truck  carriages 
'2  do  1  pound  swivels  2190  lbs.  powder,  middling 

4  do  i   do      do  inoibs.   do  bad 
t  brtM  8  iiieb  mortar  2  tarpaulins. 

A.      SAND8«  Lieitt.  Art.  Jit.  Dap.  Com.  of  Ord. 


Pan%acoUh  12  de  Mril^  tie  18iS. 
««ExccUfnti88imo  Senor* 

<«  U  manana  de  eate  iliay  se  me  ha  praentado  di 
destacametito  quel  se  haUaba  en  el  puesto  ile  la  Ida  Del- 
fina,  cxpreaando  liaberle  mamlado  retirar  las  tropas  del 
cargo  de  V.  E.  Estc  incidente  mc  ha  8<»rprpnclido,  pucs 
no  teniendo,  yo  noticia  de  quel  los  Estados  llnidos, 
yan  deciarado  la  guerra  a'  la  iia(  ion  E.spaoulay  iii  esta  a* 
iiquellosy  me  cs  sobrcmanera  dolnrostt«  j  reparable  ver 
cometer  una  decidida  hostilidad  por  tropaa  neatrales  j 
amlgas  en  iiii  territorio  Espanol*  cuyo  roando  y  consctv 
▼acion  me  esta  encomendada ;  y  aun  quando  no  hubicsa 
sido  obli^ado  a  i*ctirai*8e  el  destacamento,  sicmpre  lue 
admiraria  la  rnii  :ula  dc  V.  E.  y  dc  sus  tropas  en  esta 
provincia  siti  mi  conorimiento  y  participacion.  Han  sido 
tambien  detenidos  varioa  baques  sin  permUirsiJea  la  en- 
trada  en  Movila»  cuyo  proredimlento  ea  igualmentr  hos- 
til :  y  deade  lae|i^  tales  demomitraclones  me  estrecban  a 
prpgimtar  solamentc  a  \,  E.  se  nuestras  dos  nat  iones  se 
cnciimtran  ya  e?)  declarafla  s^iierra.  Coo  esta  orasion 
tcngo  cl  honor  dc  inanirestar  a  V*  K«  la  alta  considera- 
don  con  que  lo  distringo. 

Dios  gnarde  a  V.  £.  mucbos  annos. 

««MALlUCiO  ZLMGA.** 
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CHAP- 

«  FfmmdBk  IStt  •ffprt^  1813. 

Most  Excfttent  Sir, 

<«  On  the  mamin^  of  this  (Ia>,  the  detachnji  nt  whirh  I 
Lad  pasted  on  Daupliin  Island,  presented  tliemselvps  to 
me,  aajingff  that  it  had  retreated  fmin  t|)^t  post,  by  order 
of  your  ei^celleiicy.  This  circamstance  has  surprised  me 
much,  SB  I  possess  ao  informatloq  whsAeTer»  thai  tbs 
United  States  has  declared  war  against  the  Spanish  na- 
tion, nor  the  latter  against  them.  It  is  to  mc  as  painful 
in  the  exh  rnie,  as  it  is  singular,  to  ohst  i  ve  an  hostility 
so  decided  by  neutral  tronps,  and  friends^,  within  the  Spa- 
nish territory,  the  command  and  preservation  of  whicl^ 
has  heen  committed  to  ne ;  and  even  if  the  detachment 
had  not  heen  compelled  to  retreat*  I  should  hare  been 
surprisedf  at  the  arrival  of  your  excellency  and  your 
army  in  this  pruvince^  without  my  knowledge  or  par- 
ticipation. 

«  It  appeal's  there  have  been  several  vessels  detained, 
and  prevented  from  entering  the  port  of  Mobile  which 
act  is  equally  hostile*  and  consequently  such  demonstra^ 
tions  oblige  me,  to  ask  your  excellency  the  simple  ques- 
tion»  whether  our  two  nations  have  already  declared 
war? 

«I  have  the  lioFiour  on  tliis  occasion  to  manifest  to- 
wards your  excellency*  the  high  consideration  in  which 
I  hold  you*  may  God  preserve  your  exellency  a  thousand 
years, 

«  MAURICE  ZUNI64. 

Uis  JSxceUency 

Q^Mrol  Jams  H  Ukiiisom^ 


o  Fart  dlmhUfi,  Mrik,  ,»pril  Mh,  1813. 

Sir* 

M  Yesterday  about  1  o'clock,  P.  M.  I  had  the  honour 
to  receive  your  excellency's  letter  oi  the  12th  instant^ 
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CHAF    ti'om  the  hands  of  Don  Bernard  Prieto^  to  which  I  shall 
s^r^  reiily  with  the  frankness  of  a  soldier^  and  without  cifcam* 
locution  or  concealment. 
« In  taking  possession  of  this  Ibrtretaf  I  have  nerdy 

ubcjed  the  orders  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
to  assert  the  laws  ol  tlie  government,  anil  enforce  the  c  ivii 
institutions  oi  the  Mississippi  territory,  as  far  as  the 
river  Perdido  }  aU  the  antecedent  measures  taken  by  the 
forces  under  my  command*  were  precautionary  to  cut  off 
reinforcements  and  supplies^  and  I  thank  God  tbej  have 
had  the  eflfecty  to  prevent  the  effhston  of  a  drop  of  Mood. 

*«  I  am  sensible  no  w  av  exists  betvvccu  ouv  respective 
nations,  and  I  i)ray  Heaven  lo  avi  rt  the  evil ;  I  therefore 
did  not  approach  the  late  garrison  ot  Fort  Charlotte,  with 
hostile  intentions  against  Spain,  but  to  relieve  it  from  an 
occupancy  deemed  illegitimate  by  the  . sovereign  couaclb 
of  my  country,  and  highly  inconvenient  to  its  citizens  ; 
and  I  will  take  the  liberty  to  refer  you  to  my  correspond 
dence  uith  Captain  Perez,  for  evidence  of  the  amicable 
course  1  have  given  to  the  whole  transaction. 

1  beg  leave  to  reciprocate  the  sentiments  of  respect, 
and  personal  good  wishes  witii  which  you  honour  me; 
and  am  with  the  highest  oonsideratbn, 

*€  Your  ExccUency^s 

Most  obedient  servant, 

«  JA.  WHJONSON. 

i/i^  ExuUency 

Bon  MaimU  Zwiiga*^^ 

*t  Sir, 

« 1  liavc  the  pleasure  to  address  you  from  this  place, 
of  which  I  got  possession  yesterday  cveninu;  without  an 
•appeal  to  arms.  Tiie  documents  under  cover  will  best 
I,  expose  to  you  the  course  I  have  pursuedf  which  may*  I 
hope,  meet  the  approbation  of  the  executive.  It  is  some- 
what difficult  to  give  an  amicable  aspect,  to  the  investH- 
sement  of  a  military  post,  but  I  have  made  the  attempt, 
with  what  hucccss  ^  ou  arc  to  judge* 
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Yott  will  perceive  I  have  resisted  the  embarkation  of  chap. 
the  cannoD  and  military  stores.  A  just  ground  of  apiire-    ^ ' ' 
kensbnt  fonndsd  on  confidential  advice  received  the  night  * 
of  the  12th,  which  yon  will  find  under  another  cover,  led 

to  illis  step,  on  which  1  beg  to  receive  the  determination 
oi  the  executive!  for  my  govcrnmeut>  speedily  as  pos- 
sible. 

«  The  co-operation  which  I  had  designed  by  land  and 
water»  to  deprive  the  garrison,  not-only  of  succour  but  of 
advice  from  Pensacola,  succeeded  admirably  and  with 

complete  effect.  Much  credit  is  doe  to  Commodore  Shaw 
and  to  Lieutenant-colonel  Bowyer,  for  tlu  ir  promptitude 
and  decision^  and  the  countenance  of  the  little  corps  1 
command,  composed  of  detachments  from  the  3d  and  7th 
infantry,  with  one  company  of  artillery  and  a  body  of 
Mobile  volunteers,  justify  tho  belief  |  that  whenever  put 
to  the  test  th^  will -prove  themselves  worthy  the  name 
of  Americans,  and  a  match  for  equal  numbers,  takeo  from 
the  best  troops  in  the  world. 

«  As  soon  as  1  have  looked  about  me,  I  shall  make  the 
best  disposition  of  my  puny  force,  to  defend  the  country 
and  assert  our  jurisdiction  to  the  Perdido.  But,  Sir,  it 
should  be  remembered,  that  I  am  placed  in  a  perHous 
situation,  with  tlie  ocean  in  my  fnmt,  the  Creek  nation 
in  my  reaf,  llic  Choctaws  on  my  right,  aiid  the  Semt- 
noles  on  my  left.  The  inclosed  will  give  you  my  effec- 
tive strength,  and  I  can  ej^pect  no  succour  but  by  the 
abandonment  of  New  Orleans,  from  any  quarter  nearer 
than  Tennessee  or  Georgia;  it  follows,  that  should  we 
he  attacked  in  force  and  with  decision,  by  land  and  water, 
the  country  must  be  lost;  for  two  thousand  men  and  fif- 
teen gun  boats,  \\oulil  he  necessary  to  resist  soch  an  at- 
tack successfully.  These  observations  arc  made  from  a 
respect  to  candour,  to  justice  and  our  relative  stations, 
and  will  I  have  no  doubt  be  received  with  the  spirit  in 
which  they  are  ofllbred.  Tet  you  may  calculate  with  con- 
fidence,  on  whatever  my  most  active  exertions  and  best 
judgment  can  eHect^  with  the  means  1  comuiand. 
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GH  AP.     «  Yoa  have  under  cover  a  retum  of  the  of^natiGe  found 

in  Fort  Charlotte,  amountinjj  to  47  pieces.  U  will  take 
several  days  to  inventor/  the  amount  of  the  BtoreSf  taoU 
and  iuiplements. 

I  yesterday  received  a  letter  from  his  excfOency  Go- 
vernier  Zuniga»  of  which  you  have  a  copy  under  cover» 
together  with  my  answer. 

M  With  a^reat  respect, 

**  1  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir> 
«<  Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  ««JA.  WiLKWSON^ 

Tlie  Hon.  General  Jmistrongf 
Secretary  of  /for." 


[Private.] 

.  tiFort  CkariotUp  MohUe,  Jlyrd  ibili,  ibl^. 

«  Sir, 

«« The  Inclosed  information  from  a  secret  agent  whom 
I  had  stationed  at  Pensacola,  and  in  whom  I  can  depend, 
determined  me  to  prevent  the  removal  of  the  artlttery,  andf 

munitions  of  war  from  Foi  l  Charlotte,  because  tlicy  are 
necessary  to  the  defence  of  the  harbour  and  the  post;  and 
we  may  find  it  extremely  diflicuit  in  tlic  progress  of  tkt 
war»  to  replace  them.  If  I  mistake  noty  by  the  treaty  of 
cession  with  France,  It  was  made  optional  with  tlte  Unit* 
ed  Statesy  to  hold  the  Spanish  artillery  at  a  fair  price; 
hut  we  injudicionsly  declined  the  purchase,  when  we  toult 
possf'ssioi)  (il  New  Orleans,  atid  it  was  rcni()\td  by  the 
Spaniards  to  Pensacola.  From  the  best  inibrmation  I 
possess,  1  believe  the  bay  may  be  commanded  by  i  fttavy 
baiUnf  at  JioMe  powU  mth  the  eo-^iperaUm  of  a  ai^Haeni 
Jbrce  of  gvn  6oots.  i  stiali  examine  the  position  and  the 
channel  in  a  few  days,  and  if  1  find  the  plan  feasible*  I 
pn)po,sc  to  n'crt  a  post  thei'c,  witli  a  i,^ari  isun  comjjetent 
to  rrsisr  an>  pri'ihilury  attrm]»t ;  ami  in  surli  rafic  I  shall 
he  obli,;;'  d  to  cuiplov  ten  or  twoiveot  tilc  heaviest  guns  of 
this  place. 
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'*r  wiU  send  you  by  \W  next  mail  a  plan  of  tliis  fort,  ciiAr 
and  an  estimate  of  the  sum  necessary  to  make  it  defensi-  ^ 
bit'.   It  was  built  by  tbe  French  beforo  the  war  of  »56,  ""^^^ 
and  18  a  regular  quadrangular  work  with  four  bastions, 
and  casements  for  five  hundred  men ;  and  it  would  require 
that  force,  to  make  a  stout  resistance  against  an  invad- 
ing ai  my. 

«  Tlie  carriai^s  of  tlie  guns  are  all  of  Spanish  con- 
struction, greatly  defective  and  un6t  to  sustain  a  heavy- 
cannonade.  They  must  be  all  remounted,  and  this  ser- 
vice can  be  performed  at  our  laboratory  and  work  shops 
in  New  Orleans  only. 

•*  lintrcat  that  the  serrcfnry  of  tlie  mvij  may  authorisef 
the  incrense  nf  our  boats  and  block  shipSf  by  teery  means 
in  our  power.  The  Lord  Nelson  merchant  ship,  of  which 
1  have  before  written  you,  should  he  armed  and  cquipt. 
She  is  new,  is  coppered  to  her  bends  and  copper  fastened 
every  where.  I  asked  In  my  memoir  on  the  defence  of 
this  country  forty  ndditioml  snm  boats,  and  if  my  request 
had  been  attended  to,  we  mi^ht  rest  in  tranquillity.  We 
have  of  those  vessels  oiilyfive  ft  for  service,  and  three  of 
these  a  few  days  sinre,  offered  the  Herald  sloop  of  war 
battle,  in  seven  fothom  water,  but  after  exchanging  a 
few  shotf  she  declined  the  combat  and  sheered  off. 

«  WiLli  ptTfect  n  si)(  1 1,  1  am,  Sir, 
««  Your  obediont  servant, 
(Signed)  "  JA-  WILKINSON, 

"  The  JSknu  John  Jlrmetrong, 
Secretary  of  War/* 


«  flar  IJLuartmcnt,  22d  May,  1813. 

♦«  Sir, 

*«Your  despatches  of  the  IGth  and  20th  April  last* 
dated  from  Mobile,  have  been  received.  It  gives  much 
Mtisfaction  that  the  businm  has  been  managed  in  a  way 
to  avoid  the  effusion  of  bbod,  and  under  forms,  which 
leave  the  friendly  relations  of  the  two  powers  unim- 
paired. 
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CH.\P.      ''Your  queition  in  reiation  to  the  caunon,  is  un^er 
XI  i.    consideratton  $  in  the  mean  tlmc^  if  practicable}  their  car* 
^'^^^^^  riages  may  be  repaired.. 

»  Advices  through  other  channflsy  and  directly  (nm 

Pcnsacol;i,  stiite,  tliat  thougli  the  garrison  has  bucu  aj>/>a- 
rcnthj  strcii.2;lljeiieil  by  one  hundred  niiiI;itocs~this  in- 
creased number  has  added  much  to  their  ciubarrassmeotf 
on  the  score  of  subsistence*  Until  tbeir  wants  on  this 
head  are  sapplied^  they  are  in  no  condittont  either  to 
maintain  their  own  post  (if  attacked)  or  to  disturb  yoni^a, 
«  C'ongrcbs  meet  on  Monday  next.  Vou  will  auait 
further  orilers.  Accept^  Sir^  the  assurances  of  my  very 
hi|;b  respect. 

(Signed)  «  JOHN  A&MSTAONQ." 

With  respect  to  the  Spanish  artillery  and  mnnltionB  of 

war  taken  in  Fort  Charlotte,  which  1  detained  uu  iLc 
grounds  assigned  in  my  Irttcr  to  the  seciTtat  v  ot  war  of 
tliO  i6tb  of  April,  1  have  never  received  any  other  inlbr> 
mation,  than  that  contained  in  tlie  secretary's  aii8W«r  of 
the  22d  of  May.  A  few  days  after  the  surrender  of  Fort 
Chariotte»  I  examined  the  position  of  Mobile  pointy  and 
the  direction  of  the  channel  into  the  bay,  and  determined 
^^gjj^^  to  occupy  the  former.    For  this  purpose,  nine  oi  the 
occupies    heaviest  pieces  taken  from   the  Spaniards  were  or- 
Mobiie     dered  tbitiier  to  be  placed  in  battery,  aud  in  the  mean 

point.        ,  ,  .  ,  , 

time  my  attention  was  earned  to  the  prosecution  of  my 
orders.  I  crossed  the  country  forty  miles  to  the  right 
foank  of  the  Perdido,  about  five  leagues  from  Pensacoia, 

where  I  projected  a  strong  stockade  work  with  block- 
houses,  aod  intruBted  the  exccutiou  to  Colonel  John 
Bowyer.  I  llten  reconnoitred  Perdido  bay,  and  ascend- 
ing a  handsome  arm  of  it,  which  enters  from  the  west* 
ward^  I  traversed  a  portage^*  of  two  mike  across  a  ^ne 

*  I  had  previously  discovered  this  inland  communicttiont  and  by 

it  had  rilrcady  opened  a  road,  and  transported  provisions,  artillery 
and  muni  lions  of  war  to  Colonel  Bowycr,  at  the  post  which  "'as 
crcciuig  on  the  Tcrdido);  which  wfts  hsoi^  vp»  I  pi-^ume  1^  ordsc  of 
the  President. 
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plain;  to  a  iiftTfgtbIc  cfeek,  which  falls  Into  the  bay  of  chap. 
Bon  Soucotir,  by  which  I  proceeded  to  Mnliih  point, 
where;  with  the  assistance  of  thr  modest,  amiable  and  in- 
telligent engineer,  Monsieur  Piiie»  I  planned  and  staked 
'  out  a  work  called  Seraf^  afterwards  named  Bowyer,  and 
distinguished  by  the  gaOaiit  defence  of  Miyor  Lawrence^ 
'and  th^  destractioo  of  the  Hermes  sloop  of  war;  and  thus 
this  work  by  impairing  the  confidence  of  the  enrniy,  luid 
the  foundation  of  the  safety  of  New  Orleans.  Tliat  ex- 
cellent naval  officer^  Lieutenant  Alexis,  who,  should  he 
receive  due  path»ia|ei  wiU  do  honoar  lo  his  prolb«ioit> 
if  he  y  M|1ike  flli^Mii^  gem»  Blakeiy,  prema- 
tnr^y  caVed  to  th«  l^%iomf  dbove,'  was  at  that  time  oil 
station  ofT  Mobile  point|  and  with  his  co-operation,  1  as- 
Cf  rtaiiied  that  the  battery  commanded  the  channel  at 
about  half  cannon  shot. 

Having  di^^rharged  the  duties  t^equired  of  me  in  the 
'^pmrler  of  Mobilef  and  placed  Colonel  Constant^*  of 
the  Sd  MlgiMto^  in  command;  I  sailed  for  New  Or* 
leans.  Where  I  arrived  the  nineteenth  of  May,  and 
found  orders  from  the  war  department,  coininaiHling 
me  to  repair  to  the  northward;  the  sequii  of  wiiicl)  will 
be  detailed  in  the  third  volume  of  these  memoirs*  But 
before  I  leave  LoaisiaDa*  the  land  ef  my  choice^  and  the 
cottatl7  in  which^  with  the  wlH  of  God»  I  ahall  pass  my 
remaining  days,  I  must  he  permitted  to  present  a  rapid 
view  of  certain  occurrences,  wliich  took  place  there  dnHng 
my  command  in  1812*13^  and  to  glance  at  the  important 
Incidents  which  ensaed  my  absence;  that  I  may  warn  a 
people  most  dear  to  me»  of  the  perils  they  have  escaped 
and  the  causes  which  produced  fliem*  I  owe  it  indbpen- 
sably  to  the  community  whose  destinies  I  am  doomed' to 
share,  to  place  the  past  before  them,  uad  instruct  them  * ; 
how  to  provide  for  tlic  future 

*  This  gentleman  possessed. too  much  pride  and  spirit  to  brook 
an  indignity,  and  being  superceded  in  his  rsek  by  Pkesidcnt  Msdi- 
Boii»  he  thr«w  up  hi9  oominisiioa. 
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CHAP.       Nt'w  Orleans  from  its  .crei),j^raj)liical  pusiUon  is  rpr- 
^^^^^J^  tainjy  the  must  succourie^  jmint  fii"  tlie  union;  an   it  is 
^„p„.     reoder«d  Ihe  most  important  within  tlie  national  liinits* 
tance  of        the  exclusive  controitl  of  the  trade  of  the  MtasiasipiiL 
of  New^    It  is  therefore  the  most  Interesting  spot  for  an  enemy  of 
Orleans  to       United  Statfs  to  seize  upon.    The  com  mors  of  the 
cm  slates.  MUintic  states  may  be  incoiuinuded  by  the  occlusion  of  a  sea 
port,  but  the  trade  of  the  ichott  weatern  country  is  destroyed 
bff  the  loss  of  Miv  Orleans;  the  J^lississipf/i  Uing  to  tkt 
wcttem  states  and  terriiorieSf  what  aU  tim  sea  ports  Jrem 
Georgia  to  Mme,  inclusive,  are  to  the  JittanUc  stales.  Yet 
notwithstandinji^  these  obvious  facts  were  placed  before 
PresideiiL  M;idisun,  m  llie  most  pirspiciious  ny\nner,  as 
catl^  im  the  muulh  of  Marcht  1812^  havi^i^  made  up  ina 
inind  to  opposite  coucIu8iunit»  he  resisted  tlic  truth  with 
that  pertinacity  which  forms  a  prominent  trait  of  hiaxha- 
meter ;  bence^  my  pr^onitlons  were  treated  as  the  chi- 
meras of  an  officer  solicitous  only  to  swell  his  o«immaad; 
and  a  whole  year  alter  tln.sc  warninu^s,  he  continued  to 
hue;  liinisclf  in  tlie  conceit  f>t*  his  Mi])erior  sagac  ity,*  rest- 
ii(g  on  tiic  igiiuratice  and  uugiigcucc  uf  the  enemy  for  Lis 
justification ;  and  lience  every  precaution  of  defence  was 
not  only  ncglected»hut  works  actually  occupied  were  aban- 
diHied^n  the  Perdido,  Mobile  points  the  English  Turn> 
and  the  Balise^^snd  by  a  peremptory  interdiction  of  Pre- 
hiiit  iit  Madison,  Unou^i^Ii  liis  war  niinistcr»  the  defensive 
mcasurei)  1  had  taken  were  in  elfect  condemned}  and  the 
qoroplction  of  the  works  designed  by  me  wrre  prohibited; 
and  whilst  General  Jackson  was  hunting  the  Creeks^  and 
carrying  his  anns  against  the  wretched  Spaniards  at  Peo- 

•  In  a  letter  n  c<  ivcd  from  that  eminent  pliysicla;i  ami  excellent 
man,  the  deceased  Doctor  Daniel,  d.itcd  W  K^bington  (Jitv  ,  .M  ircli 
lOih,  1813, 1  h;ivc  a  rich  exposition  uJ  tiic  nUngucs  and  cunuptioii  of 
the  metropolis  at  that  day,  from  which  I  extract  the  follou'ir»g"  par.i. 
grapli :  **  Jify  convemUm  tmth  the  Prtsideni  wa$  very  ^enrra/,  the  onhf 
part  of  it  that  could  be  fntulered  at  having  fWMxim  with  jfowself, 
th€  drdded  mmmer  in  kAiM  Ae  j^oiw  hit  reaamu  for  Mmii^  there  «o«  m 
danger  •/  an  imfotten  vf  Mrm  Orieant,  On  lAif  fiaint  J  Ihwghi  hi  ep^ 
ptwtd  cwtiderahfg  in  0ame§t/* 
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8acala»  Mew  Orieam  wan  toft  to  defend  Itself,  untfl  the  CHAPi^ 

enemy  were  found  at  the  portal.  Tlien,  indeed,  when  the 
safety  of  the*  cmporimii  of  the  ucst,  ami  miUbiiiS  of  indi- 
vidual property  were  conimitied  to  tlic  capriie  of  for- 
iune»  the  little  gentleman^  as  General  Armstrong  design 
nated  bioif  trembled  for  bis  blind  obstinacy,  and  was 
beard  to  observe  at  one  of  bis  levees»  It  was  to  be  rt- 
gretUd  General  ¥FUki$aon*8  pUau  had  not  been  adopted^* 
"When,  howcvL'i,  Llii  plait?  liad  been  naved  hy  iUn  inter- 
position of  Heaven,  and  tire  .gallantry  of  a  hanillui  of 
meny  headed  by  an  intrepid  leader;  overwhelmed  as  be 
ougbt  to  bave  been,  with  the  consciousness  of  having  ne- 
glected every  measare  necessary  to  its  safety;  and  even 
of  having  left  GeneralJackson  WITHOUT  MEN  AND 
i  HOLT  ARMS,*  three  months  after  he  was  wai  ncd 
of  the  designs  of  the  enemy;  and  six  uiundis  after  the 
General  had  demanded  small  arms,  cannon»  and  muni- 
tions of  war  for  New  OrleaA9.t  O  matchless  modesty !  i  i 


•  General  Jackson,  in  his  letter  December  2ytli»  lbl4.  Informs  Co- 
lonel Monroe,  secretary  of  war.  thai  his  effective  strength  did  not 
exceed  3O0O,  and  that  the  Keniuckians  had  not  arrived.  Again, 
January  9Ui,  1815 1  **1  received  little  additioiial  »tren|fth  from  the 
KentuckUns,  but  few  of  that  detachment  beinjf  armed.**  General 
Adair  to  General  Jackson,  March  90th,  1815:  Pour  hundred  Ken- 
tiickians  were  ordered  to  join  Gcnend  If  organ  on  the  west  tide  of  the 
«iTer,  imt  only  300  could  procure  amc." 

General  Jackaon  to  General  Adair,  April  3d>  1815:  ''The  whole 
force  employed  on  the  line  opposed  to  General  Packenban,  was  3,690 
men ;  the  K  .'ntucktans  on  that  day  were  550,  and  00  the  IStb  of  April 
only  959/'    K^ntuc,  PaUad.  May  9tk,  1815. 

General  Jackson  to  Mr.  Monroe,  secfetary  of  war,  New  OrIeuii« 
Dec.  16ib,  1814:  *' We  have  no  arma  here.  Will  the  government 
order  a  supply  ?  If  it  will,  let  it  be  speedily.  Without  amt,  a  defence 
cannot  be  made.*'   Latour,  p.  66. 

t "  During  the  summer,  while  yet  among  the  Creeks,  General  Jack* 
son  had  made  n  requisition  of  a  quantity  of  arms,  ammunition,  he&vy 
cannon,  balls,  bombs,  &c.  to  be  sent  to  New  Orleans  j  but  such  was 
the  fatality  that  appeared  attached  to  ;ill  the  messures  adoptedfor  our 

defence,  that  it  was  not  till  the  middle  of  January,  1815,  that  a  very 
small  proportion  of  whi^t  had  been  ordcMd  arrived  at  New  Orleans.** 
Latour,  p.  66. 
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CkAP.  PktsideRt  Madison  was  eager  to  share  the  laurels  wltk 
^^^^[^  its  braTe  defbndersy  and  to  vote  him^f  a  trlainph,  whan 

in  ti-utli  he  had  merited  the  *  *  ♦ 

h  Itiis  hecn  seen  in  the  iiistriirtions  uitfi  whirfi  I  left 
the  seat  ut  government,  that  no  additionnl  regular  force 
was  assigned  me ;  ttiat  permanent  fortifications  were  dis- 
couraged;  that  under  peculiar  clrcumstancesy  I  was  ad* 
Yised  to  seek  orders  for  my  conduct  at  the  seat  of  i^vern- 
nient,  and  with  a  discretion  thus  duroMscrlbed,  1  mi  as  not 
allowed  even  to  rail  out  llie  territorial  militia,  unless 
«  ihrcaUned  with  an  immediate  attack  by  a  Inr^^e  arma- 
ment**   The  destitute  condition  of  the  district  is  dis* 
tinctly  marked  in  the  minutes  of  the  conncil  of  waTf 
and  the  measures  I  determined  to  adopt  are  best  ez<: 
ivnikinson  plained  by  facts.  Fort  &U  Plrilip  had  been  repaired  and 
works  for  cntluwcd  With  a  numerous  train  of  2*  pounders,  how- 
the  de-     Stzers,  hc;  the  foiiitdatitHi  of  a  work  was  in  forwanlnes^ 
New  Or-   at  tlic  Balizc,  on  wliich  three  2i  jioundera  were  actually 
in  battery,  three  others  were  ready  to  be  placed*  and  it 
was  intended  to  add  a  i3  inch  mortar  to  annoy  tbe 
passage  of  the  bar-^gronnd  had  been  exanrined  and  clear- 
ed off  for  a  battery,  to  co-operate  with  St.  Philip  from 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river — a  stront^  woj  k  liad  been 
projected  at  the  Ene^lisli  Turn,  to  command  the  river, 
and  sustain  a  siege,  and  was  more  than  iuiH  finishcd-^a 
work  had  been  laid  out  at  the  Petite  Coquikie,  where  nine 
heavy  guns  had  been  placed  on  temporary  platibrms*  and 
it  would  hare  been  completed  in  two  months — ^the  foun- 
dation of  a  co-operating  battery  had  been  commenced  on 
tbe  opposite  marsh — the  ground  had  been  nieasnred  ajid 
cleared  off  at  Chef  Menteur»  for  a  fortification  to  prevent 
a  landing  at  that  point,  or  a  passage  into  Lake  Pont- 
chartrain  by  that  communication— the  battery  had  been 
established  at  MobUe  polntj  and  the  works*  were  pro- 

•  A  part  of  my  plan  at  this  place  receircd  no  attention  after  I  left 
the  country.  It  was  to  occupy  a  sand  hill  a  fcv  hundred  yards  in  rear 
of  the  water  buttery,  which  overluoked  and  commanded  the  point  in 
every  directioo^  aud  from  tbe  nature  of  tbe  soii  cannot  be  iipproacbccl« 
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obstruction  of  the  south-west  pass  of  the  Mississippi,  and 
every  avenue  of  approach  front  tlic  ocean ;  and  the  block- 
ship  was  in  forwardness*  which  alone,  with  an  American 
crew  and  coniinander,  would  iiave  been  coni[>etcnt  to  de-    '      ,  ' 
fend  Lakes  Borgne  and  Pontchartrain,  against  any  force 
the  enemy  could  have  sent  against  her  in  those  shoal 
waters ;  and  by  this  single  provision,  tiie  left  flank  and 
rear  of  the  city  would  have  been  protected.    Five  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  more  would  have  completed  these 
defences,  with  two  additional  hlock-shi|)s  and  fifteen  gun 
vessels,  which  with  a  comparatively  inconsiderahle  land 
force,  would  have  placed  the  country  in  security  against 
tho  utmost  efforts  of  the  enemy.    In  this  state  of  things, 
I  was  suddenly  recalled  from  the  command,  and  simul- 
taneous with  this  mandate,  an  order  issued  from  the  war 
department,  under  the  authority  of  President  Madison, 
limiting  tiie  whole  expenses  of  the  quarter-master's  de- 
partment, including  the  ordnance  and  fortifications,  to 
S5,00()  per  montii;  and  the  drafts  of  the  deputy  quarter- 
master general  for  previous  services,  were  protested,  and 
justice  shamefully  wiliiheld  from  tlie  inhabitants,  on  Hit 
plea  that  the  disbursementsivereunauthorised;  notwithstand- 
ing the  letter  of  the  secretary  of  war  to  me,  dated  the  20tli 
June,  1S12;  and  thus  President  Madison  commanded  with 
one  hand,  and  countermanded  with  the  other.  The  neces-  Work?; 
sary  consequence  was,  that  the  unfinished  works  were  in-  sulpabaiv^ 
stantly  abandoned,  and  suffered  to  tnmhle  to  pieces;  those  cloned,  on 
at  Mobile  point,  at  the  Perdido  and  the  Balizc,  being  de-  q^,arter-^* 
serted,  and  the  guns  actually  removed,  but  the  former  muster^^ 
was  repossessed  by  order  of  General  Jackson,  on  the  ear-  buu  ii«'mg 
nest  application  of  the  inhabitants;  and  to  cap  the  climax  protcsud. 
of  folly,  the  workmen  were  dismissed  from  the  block-ship 
after  she  had  been  caulked  up  to  the  bends,  and  the  ma- 
terials were  on  the  spot  to  finish  her,  whei^e  it  is  a  fair 
presumption  t^cy  would  be  suffered  to  rot,  together  with 

nor  is  it  in  reach  of  shipping".  To  secure  the  w  aler  battery  this  point 
must  be  occupied.  1  had  also  projected  a  co  operating^  battery  on 
Dauphin  island. 
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CHAP,  the  vessel*  did  it  deiH  iul  on  President  Madison*  for  want 
of  the  necessary  attention  to  lier  preservation.  For 
^^"^^'^^  loa^OOO  stand  of  small  arms  have  heen  destroyed  in  the 
last  twenty  years^  in  defisct  of  the  regulations  of  the  oid- 
nance  departroenft  and  the  expense  of  a  few  armoorrrs^ 
and  a  liithr  oil.    Wc  tin-  late  war  with  200,000 

mfiskcfs,  liiit  li»)\v  many  did  we  bring  uui  of  it.  The  in- 
quiry would  repay  Congress  tiieir  truuble»  if  it  could  bo 
candidlj  and  honestly  conducted;  hut  of  this  1  despair^ 
under  onr  pncsent  masters. 
Conductof  Without  questioning  President  Madison's  loyalty,  I 
^1^.1^0^  1  am  at  a  loss  for  the  evidence  of  his  sacrifirPK  to 

particu-^  the  cause  of  liis  roimtryt  and  those  who  know  Jiim  brurp 
r«^^?ecfe'd  ^^^^  ^  make  no  doubt  that  in  ail  contiicting  interests 
^ew  ur.  ]|e  would  prefer  his  personal  gratifications  to  the  pnhiic 
weal:  But  how  shalHve  account  for  his  persevering  ne- 
glect of  New  Orleans^  even  to  the  last  hour  of  the  war? 
I  appeal  to  candidy  independent,  honest  men  of  all  par- 
ties,  to  decide  wliethoi-  a  partisan  of  the  enemy  could  have 
(imie  more  to  betray  Mw  Orleans  ifito  his  fiands,  than  by 
withholding  men  and  arms  from  its  protection^  and  bjr 
prohibiting  every  work  of  de fence^  and  even  abandoning 
some  Important  positions  which  had  heen  taken  by  me? 

As  early  as  the  middle  of  September,  181^,  a  concur- 
rencc  of  reports  from  the  West  Indies,  Pensacola,  Ma- 
bile,  and  by  other  channels,  con<?f)irine;  w  ith  the  move- 
ments of  the  enemy  from  Baltimore,  left  no  doubts 
in  the  mind  of  any  person  who  reflected  on  the  sub* 
ject>  that  they  had  at  length  determined  to  invade  the 
Mississippi^  which  they  had  so  long  and  so  unaccounta- 
bly neglected.  My  own  opinions  on  this  subject  had 
never  varied,  and  my  solicitude  for  Louisiana  hud  never 
slept.  At  that  period  President  Madison,  and  his  confi- 
dential coadjutor.  General  Armstrong,  forgetting  right 
and  consulting  vengeaneCf  had  degraded  me  fh>m  my 
rank»  and  done  all  in  their  power,  by  secret  calomnics 
and  congressional  intrigues,*  to  stab  my  character;  yet 

•  ^rc  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  war,  explaining  the  cnnscs  of 
tbe  failure  of  the  arms  of  the  United  SUtes  on  the  nortbem  frontier. 
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my  love  of  otftuntry  w«8  not  diminished  by  persecution,  ciur. 
After  the  political  demise  of  Armstrong,  I  addresst  <1  his 
«nera^tic  successor,  who  was  labouring  to  i-ecovrr  the  '^^^^"^ 
tiigli  way  of  p()pului'itjr»  out  of  which  Armstrong  had 
josrled  hiiDff  in  the  hope  of  ath*acting  the  presidential  at> 
tention  to  the  defence  of  New  Orleans^  by  the  earnestness 
ef  the  following  letter. 

**Bag€i^$  town,  aa^  6th, 

«.Sir, 

M  The  apprehension  which  I  feel*  that  tlie  enemy  will  Wilkin. 

take  possession  <»f  New  Orleans,  makes  it  i)n)per  for  mo  J^**^**^ 
to  state  to  you,  tiiat  when  oi-dered  from  the  command  in  apeciing 
that  qtiarter».  I  was  obliged  to  leave  my  official  papers  j^j^^  f,^'^^*^ 
behind  me;  comprehending  my  military  correspondence  ^ew  Or- 
frnm  the  year  179i  to  1812»  witli  manuscript  charts  and 
plans  of  our  posts  and  occupancies*  critical  points  and 
passes^  from  FoK  Niagara  by  Black  Rock,  Buflfaloe, 
Presq'  Isle,  Sandusky*  Fort  Miami,  DcUojt,  ^t.  Clair 
river,  Miciiilimackinac  and  Ciiicago,  including  St.  Jo- 
seph and  the  ^aut  de  St  Marie — from  Chicago  to  the 
'Biviere  Plein,  ttien  doyvn  the  Illinois  and  Mississippi 
rivers  to  St.  Louis— :Our  former  military  routes  and  po-  . 
sltions  north-i^est  of  the  Ohio^tbe  same  of  the  Teniies- 
sec  river,  from  S.  W  .  point  dovvn  ti»  its  uiouih — a  survey 
of  the  route  from  the  disli  i(  t  of  Natchez  to  Bear  ucck 
•»-our  posts  and  occupancies  on  the  Arkansaw  and  Red 
rivers,  and  a  survey  of  the  route  from  the  latier^tft  the 
Spanish  post  of  Nacogdoches — our  former  and  present 
poFis  from  Ae  Rsisliaskias  down  the  Mississippi  to  the 
Balize — ;the  posts  at  the  Bayou  St  John  in  roar  of  New 
Orleans,  and  al  the  efflux  of  Lake  Pontcharlrain,  called 
the  Riii^olets — the  inland  navi.^alion  to  Mobile  bay — the 
Work  at  Mobile  point,  aod  also  Fort  Charlotte  in  the 
town  of  Mobile,  and  from  thence  to  the  confluence  of 
the  Alabama  ,  and  Tombigbee  riverr^np  the  first  to  the 
village  of  Tookabatchee*  and  tip  the  second  to  the  site  of 

pKt«ii«ed  trtlOieBkbcorilcpMieiitekSTes  fagrPmld^iltMiJiiotiiJaii 
31it»  1S14 

m.  L  '    '    3  X 

Digitized  by 


MKHOntS  Vt 

CHAP.  Fort  CoKM«r«tioii9  eroded  by  the  Spaniudif^-Md 
anong  «lli«r  dociiaieiiti»  a  Mnoir  dMcribiiif  mty  4i- 
^"^"^'^^  Tt^  and  d^viiiiMi  ^pproadi  ta  tha  ci^  «f  Naw  IMoaaaw 

and  every  feeble  and  stfoog  point  of  defence  from  within 

and  williout. 

« 1  have  recently  written  to  three  le^ntlemen  in  New  Or* 
lean8»  to  have  thoaa  papers  removed  lo  a  place  of  scciiri- 
ity;  bat  aa  tbia  ia  a  pMcariooa  raliaacey  and  I cooaider  it 
a  mattor  of  importaiKe»  4a  aava  those  papers  and  dacn* 
ments  from  the  bands  of  the  enemy ;  I  am  induced  to  re- 
quest an  order  from  yoUy  to  the  commanding  officer  at 
'Kew  Orleans^  to  receive  my  directions  for  tiicir  trans* 
mittal  to  Pittsbarghf  in  charge  of  an  officer  of  troatt 
either  by  a  poblie  bafga  or  by  the  ateam  boat  if  in  opa- 
ration. 

bad  prepared  charges  agabist  your  predacfaaor 

for  manifold  usurpations  and  abuses  wliilc  in  oMce, 
which  his  dishonest  retreat  I  fear  has  baffled  ;  subse- 
quent to  which  and  anterior  to  your  appointment  to  the 
department^  the  painful  situation  in  wlikb  I  £nd  n^- 
aelf,  and  my  aoUcilndo  to  ba  nnabackMf  that  I  migfat 
take  my  abara  of  the  parOa  of  my  profeaaion»  led  me  to 
address  the  President  on  the  subject*  Will  you  be  so 
good  as  to  tell  me  what  I  have  to  expect  in  the  result  of 
my  application ;  the  lash  of  persecution  lias  taught  mo 
patience  in  adversity,  yet  it  is  natural  and  I  hopereaaon- 
abie»  that  1  aboald  deairo  to  ba  relieved  Arom  tbetortarea 
ofauBpeiiaa. 

tntb  perfect  respect, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir,  t 
**  Your  obedient  servant, 
<aA.  WILKINSON. 

The  Bm*  Jame$Mmroet 

Secfttary  of  WTtr/* 

JStid^  I  delivered  this  letter  to  a  gentleman  of  Congress^  a 
Jhlimark-  common  friend,  who  I  know  put  it  into  the  hands  of  Co- 
sdaegkct.  |onel  MoiirDflSi  aiid.wbat  vao  tbooflbclt  ajUoot  co^ 

*  8eeA|ipcDdi^]ro»TIt 
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it  tesffecteti  my  butnbic  self,  and  a  sluiubering^  negkci  as  chaf, 
it  res|»ccted  the  most  important  itHirestq  oC  iliii  Wdttm 

OrleaM  Ibir  ll»  Mbnce  te  tb^  moDth  of  Novenberi*  Mtd 

wHh  this  overwhelming  force  Grcneral  Jarkson  was  to  rc- 
|>f^I  thi-  r;i?li  invaderv   But  GeiiCfal  Jai  kson's  c<)rrL\sj)on^  General 
4enco  with  the  secretary  of  war  proves,  tliat  oa  ik»  foi^^^a 
Deccmbeiv  eighteen «diif»» alter  the  etieny  Imd  appeired  i''^' 
ai  Ship  khMdi  iMiteMi  4iyB  after  the  captyre  of  par  c^^'^a. 
flotilla»  and  amftr^Q^vBirtiiey  liad  taken  ground  witk* 
in  t#o  leagUM  of  lle^>  Oileanfl^  bis  efrecti?e  stren^tli 
amoiiiid'd  t(j  harcJy  3<)0o,  and  that  Hit:  pu.U'iuLic  Kcntuw- 
iiiaii.'-i  Wikd  liol  ari'ivt-'il  on  that  <!a,\  ;  a»d  it  appears  from 
the  same  authentic  source,  that  arms  could  not  be  found 
for  those  citizen  seldiiiia  >af|er  they  did  arrive  |  and  al« 
tboagb  Genend  JFaaknoMr^lbm^  mi  well  as  hia  lees  by 
^diaeaae^  haa  been.  emehtSij  -fcapt  out  of  sight,  yet,  from  a 
comparison  of  facts,  it  may  be  presumed  his  greatest 
numbers,  armed  aitd  iinaruicd,  did  not  at  any  rinx^  (  x- 
ceed  5000  men ;  with  res()ect  to  arm.s,  aitiiougb  a  de- 
pot was  in  readiness  at  Pittsburt^h,  almost Iburnioatiia 
after  the  meditated  attack  on  New  Orleans  was  ap* 
prabendedf  we  find  Ihem  passing  the  Falls  of  Ohio  Arms  pas^ 
(LouisviUet  Rentneky)  tbe  6th  January,!  1S15,  four-  oT)  the 

teen  davs  after  (icmral  Jackson's  first  conihat,  uiid  two  J»n» 

1815 

days  unly  before  the  final  defeat  oi'  the  enemy;  and  if 
I  am  not  misinformed^  they  were  sent  oil,  without  tha 
knowledge  of  the  secretary  of  war^  by  the  agent  Mr« 
WooUy. 

Yet  the  capital  of  Lootsiana  waa  aavedt  and  the  blase 

of  glory  excited  by  its  defence^  merged  all  inquiry  into 
causes  and  effects,  into  measures  and  condiict;  this 
precisely  suited  the  policy  of  the  cabinet,  whose  agency 
in  the  transactions  which  led  to  the  glorious  event,  would 
not  bear  examinalioB ;  yet  it  is  necessary  the  American 
people  should  be  inibnaedf  of  tbe  true  state  of  circum- 

*  It  WM  confidmtly  reported  at  Washtnf^ton,  that  Genend  Jadeiqa 

in  New  Orleans  widi  30,000  men,  bef«ce  he  ceMhaA  that  city> 
t  See  Nile**  lUgi8ter»  1S15,  pagtt  379^ 
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CHAP,  stances  and  occurrences;  because  Gesenls  Jackson  aii4 
^^^^^^^  Cofiee  ami  Carroll  ami  Adair  asd  Murgan,  mriUi  the  band 
Motives  patriots  and  heroes  vrho  axecutad  their  ordm^  VMijp 
for  record,  before  another  war»  leaving  tlieir  well  earned  fhme  be- 

ol'^lenTs'*  tlicm,  %ihit  tliat  buui  ri  fn»m  wfiicli  lu*  traveller  re- 
on  .he  tiirns;"  and  it  is  tu  benefit  pnsterity  and  inOirm  fufiire 
pU*^'^  hiKtoriuDS,  that  I  shall  in  thi.^  place  record  the  foUo«iJi^ 
facts  and  incidents,  as  Uiey  have  been  presented  to  ne  or 
have  Tallen  under  my  observation, 
aute  of  It  has  been  seen^  that  the  forttficatioaa  of  8t«  Philip  on 
t?onf**'  tliu  left  hunk  or  the.  Mississippi,  of  the  PeliU  Coquille  at 
found  by  the  eftlux  of  Lake  Tuntt  hurtrain,  and  Fort  Biiwyer*  at  Mo- 
Jackson.  puiiit»  were  found  h}  Gen.  iacksun  as  1  lett  theoi,  witk 

exreplioii  to  the  last  place,  the  guna  of  which  had,  been 
witlidrawn»  I  presume,  by  order  of  President  Madi9on»  ami 
Eil^ts  of  were  restored  by  the  Oneral.   The  gallant  defenee  oC 
ofVort*'  that  post  and  tlic  discumfitui*e  oi  the  liglil  squadron  under 
Bowser.    Captain  Percy,  with  the  loss  of  the  Hermes  sloop  nf  war, 
had  dain(x:d  the  coulidence  of  the  Britislt  othccrs  in  their 
floating  batteries,  when  opposed  to  tliosa  which  are  ata* 
tlonary,  at  too  great  a  distance  for  the  effiactof  grape  and 
cannlster  shot.   Dot  preliminary,  to  the  operations  of  the 
aitny,  it  was  necessary  to  capture  or  destroy  five  gun 
boats,  siatiujK  il  at  the  bay  of  St.  Louis,  wiiit  h  composed 
the  uhoic  dotiila,  ordered  by  Pi-esident  Madibon  for  the 
defence  of  the  Lakes  Borgne  and  Pontchartrain,  notwith- 
atandtng  tlie  requisition  contained  in  my  memoir  of  thn 
28th  March,  1812,  which  was  afterwards  urgently  repeat- 
Theene-  ed.   Thm  small  squadron  was  commanded  by  Lieutenant 
proacb^     Thomas  Ap  Cateshy  Jones,  an  ollicer  who  is  destined^ 
discover-  should  liis  life  be  spared,  to  lUI  tlie  liip;hcst  stations  of  his 
profcssiftu,  aH<i  do  honour  to  his  name  and  country.  Uis 
look-out  vessels  discovcreil  tlie  approach  of  the  enemy's 
fleet  on  the  9tb  December,  and  from  his  station  he  could, 
by  a  short  traverse,  readily  reconnoitre  its  anchorage  under 
Hieiran.  Ship  Island.   Ho  watched  its  movement  and  perceived  its 
sh?p*M*^  auguK'utiition ;  and  on  the  niornintij  <»r  Hm'  i  3lli,  discovered 
»nd,  aud    a  ciuisitlcrahlc  number  uf  boats  appifiaching  the  pass  of 
ment*      Christiana,  with  intention  as  he  helioired  to  debark,  but 
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ho  <4f>on  perceived  Irorn  their'  diii-rtiori  llit-uugh  the  pasft^  CHn^fe 
that  hiftai|iiiulj^n.was  ttieir  object ;  ^  Uiai«fure  js;<»t  under 

weigh  mmmmmmAi^:^^  wwl^  p^milt^^t'Millf  jj^^^. 
Hood  ttftemlrwiBifr  or  tefboato  agfowHt*  Atmd  sa  «i|f8- 
oHinaty  miiillie  pMQ0dliig«bb»)  with  intentliiii  to  iAt  rica>i  fl^' 
a  more  defetisible  position,  within  the  Rfeolets,  or  at  tlie  <'*i»nwtet 

Mnlfn  urctisrs  |sl;nTds  should  it  be  ji/iigt'il  ad^      l)|v; ;  tii  Joaci. 

tiie  mean  tiiae-th&«piH  tuy's  atttiiUtiti  was  arrractcU  by  the 
Sea  Horfle»  an /amad  transport,  which  had  been  amit  into 
the  bay  of  St.  Lo«ri»r  ^  ^wei  was  well  defendedt  bat 
the  crew  being  overpowei^  by  naoifaeriy  waa  blown  tip ; 

a  baffline:  breeze,  favottred  by  the  tide^had  piishi  d  Lieu- 
tcrmril  Joiu'ss  iiud  fiis  '.ijuiulr'tn  tui"A;ird  to  les  Islfs  iMal- 
heareuses  (Ibe  I nlot  tuitaic  |.*«iaii(t8)  ati  irrcji^wlar  range 
of  Binall  islaiuls  oi  brush  wood  and  marah  extt  uding 
westward*  and  lying  iwelve  or  fifteen  miles  east  of  the 
Eigolets;  here,  the  wind  lhiling»  and  the  tide  oppoairig 
him,  lie  was  obliged  to  conia  to  anchor  about  1  o*clo( 
A,  M.    At  <l:i\\H  tlii^  next  morninsc  tlic  enemy's  bfiate  lay 
at  uhtl»ut  .lijiiiit  iiirir  mil  s  lit^iii  hiai,  liul  boun  got  uiidcr 
way  nearing  him  wiili  iheir  oai*s.    The  weather  being 
perfectly  calm*  and  a  strong  tidr  rvh<'aU»he  knew  he  mu3t 
be  soon  brought  to  action^  and  therefore  calling  his  ofli* 
cers  on  boards  signified  his  intention  to  make  the  most 
Uctermined  defence  possible.    He  then  proceeded  to  Comptpt*' 
makii  I  he  lit  si  tiisposition  of  Ids  force,  by  fonniue;'  a  rinse  sirmt^ih 
line  abreast,  across  the  charinei,  antiioit^d  by  liie  *itern 
with  springs  on  bis  cables;  before  9  o'clock^  he  could  mentK 
distinctly  count  forty*twn  gun  barges  and  launches,  many 
of  them  mounting  heavy  catonadesr  and  attended  by  three 
gigs,  manned^  as  Is  believed^  with -an  average  of  twenty 
men  per  boat;  whilst  the  American  flotilla,  mounted  only 
tliirtf'f»n  h«'avy  aiul  lcn  lie^ht  ^uns,  and  vwi.s  lu.iJUii  U  with 
oudhundi'cU  and  eighty-two  men  only.    'Muuit  half  past 
nine,  the  enemy  ca])t(ircd  a  small  tender  belonging  to  tho 
American  flotilla,  which  had  fallen  to  leeward  in  the  night 
and  could  not  get  up;  ami  the  whole  then  came  too  with 
their  grapnels  beyond  the  reach  of  I.teutenaht  Joneses 
cannuti ,  here  they  fum^d  an  open  line  <U)rcast^  aud  at 
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CHAP,  half  past  ten  moved  forward  to  ilic  attack>  steering 
directly  for  the  American  line. 


Heroic  tt-  awM  WM  tbis  moment  of  suspense,  xfhtn  every 

solution  of  man  at  his  station  anticipated  tlie  bloody  scene,  and  anx- 
^ne».  ionsly  expected  the  signal  to  engage;  and  how  inMijttal 
the  coAticty  of  eight  boats  afid  140  men,  a^nst  one 
small  vessel  with  36  men,  for  this  was  pnijxu  tion  ; 
without  a  hope  of  victory.  Lieutenant  Jones  joined  the 
combat,  to  support  the  ciiaractcr  ot*  his  coontry^  and  sus- 
tain the  honour  of  her  flag*  It  was  a  manly,  gelierous 
tfesolotion,  in  which  he  was  gallantly  sednnded  by  Jii^  o& 
fioets  and  crews.  Gun  beats  156  and  iSS  coitinianded  by 
lieutenant  Jones  and  LietttenaAi  8|ieddott»  Wel<e  cfriaed 
by  the  force  of  the  current,  about  one  httndred  yards  in 
advance  of  the  line,  and  as  soon  as  t!ic  enemy  came  with- 
in the  range  of  i*uund  shot,  their  batteries  wet^  opened^ 
but  with  litae  eflh^ti  at  10  mimites  before  11  o*clecllf  the 
enemy  opened  hid  fire  of  cAnnon  and  snail  ahhs*  Ae 
whole  extent  of  his  line,  and  then  the  action  bedane 
warm,  general  and  desLnictive ;  at  ij  minutes  after  11 
o^clock,  three  launches  attempted  to  board  Lieutenant 
Jones,  but  were  repulsed,  having  every  officer  ai>d  near^ 
|y  every  man  killed  or  wounded,  and  two  boats  sunic;  the 
•tiemiift  to  board  waa  soon  lepeated  by  Ibur  other  latmch- 
e%  who  were  alio  repalsed  with  great  slaughter  |  at  thin 
iftemtnt  Lfoutenaat  Jones  received  a  severe  wound  in  his 
left  shoulder,  which  compelled  titm  to  leave  the  deck;  ttic 
other  gun  vessels  were  engaged  with  equal  desperation, 
but  15a  being  the  commodore,  the  enemy's  greatest  efforts 
were  ^mrled  against  her*  After  Lieutenant  Jones  was 
wonndedt  the  command  devolved  on  his  mastei^s  matet 
PteH^r,  who  defended  the  vessel  with  great  gallantry, 
until  he  was  also  severely  wounded ;  but  by  repeated  at^ 
tacks  of  su]}erior  numbers,  the  enemy  gained  the  deck, 
after  a  close  action  of  one  hour  and  twenty  minutes;  the 
battle  still  raged,  and  the  enemy  turned  the  guns  of  156 
on  the  otiier  vessels,  and  in  their  confusion,  several  shot 
were  fired  before  tlie  United  States  flag  was  struck;  ft 
dominant  force  finaMy  prevailed,  and  Lieutenant  M<Kee- 
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\ev,  at  'W  minutes  after  1%  o'clqckf  struck  his  colours.  CHAP. 
*rhc  enemy  acknowledged  three  midshipmen  and  19  men 
killed,  six  officers,  S  master's  mates,  seven  midshipmen 
and  sixty-one  men  wounded ;  and  Lieutenant  Jones  bad 
SIX  men  killed^  and  opeers*  witli  tw«nty-9era  nea 
mondsd^  of  whoia  neailf  ono-half  was  fcom  bis  orn^ 
vessel,  aa  will  ^pear  from  the  IbUpwing  jretunis,* 


•  List  of  killed  fmd  xpoun4e4  on  board  a  divinon  of  Unifed  States  ^un 
vt-r^rh,  under  the  commonil  of  Lieutenaiit-cumvimidant  Thomas  .Ip 
Caies'jr/  Jjtu-s,  iji  an  engagement  with  a  flotilla  of  English  boOU,  neo/r 
the  Maiheuremes  JstamU,  an  the  I4th  DecenUier,  1814. 


Xaiaes  or  ^uqabcrs 


4  <  i>"tff  ^ifjfjwyjn 


■.  \ 


Gun  vessel,  TXo.  33. 


Lietitenant 
Midsb^^pien 

Carpenters  mate 
Seaman 

Ordmar^  seainen 

Lieuteaant 
Mast^f'il  mate 
Cook 
Seamei^ 

OrJinsry  aeuneili 

Hoys 

Corporal  of  marin€i» 


GufiTess^  No*  1^ 


Uetitenant 
Midshipman 


Quarter-gimper, 

Seaman 

Ordluary  seamea 

Master's  mate 
PureerVatewlnd 

teaman , 

Okdiaiijr  MiSiiMi 


Total 


li 


1 


3 


1 
1 
1 
4 
4 
1 


J1 

655^41 


One  (J as.  Reynolds) 

since  dead* 
Since  dead. 
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THOMAS  AP  CATESBY  JONES, 
Commtuukn^  the  ^ivrntts^ 
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CHAP,  conled  in  honoiir  of  the  actioo»  wliich  il(iioii|^  not  giMod 
^  ^ '     with  vucceas,  for  eondiirtt  courage  and  oonspquanoes,  gava 
^^^^'^  Lieutenant  Jones  a  fair  claim  to  distinctioD  fh»ai  liit 

country. 

Enemy  A[)i)allcU  by  the  fate  of  Captain  Percy's  expedition 
^-^<M-a^me  jjgjjjpgi  Mobile  p<iint,  and  learning  atPtnsacola  that  the 
pru  <  h  Petite  Ciiquille  was  forliftedt  and  the  pass  defended  by  giiii 
veseeln*  the  British  commanderB  bokng  adfiaed  at  the  same 


Nt  u  Or- 
leans by 


ti)«  B*yon  place,  that  the  Bnjm  Bien-venu  or  Peaeheorsy  at  the  head 
Bicn-Tcnu.  j^j^j.^.  Rorc^ne,  fm  nished  a  convenient  approach  to  New 
Orleans,  iletennined  to  make  Ihcir  descent  by  tliat  t  reek:* 
which  was  well  known  as  the  high  way  ibr  smugglers 
ftom  P<>nsacola  to  New  Orleans,  at  tiie  tine  the  British 
and  Spanish  governttents  held  tlioae  places* '  Bat  after 
the  rapture  of  the  gun-vessels*  the  British  efllcers  ex- 
preHsed  their  cletcrmitiation  to  Lieutenant  Jones,  to  at- 
ta(  k  Petite  Cof|uille,  and  were  very  particular  in  their 
inquiries  of  iuni^  res{»ecting  the  strengtli  of  the  place ;  he 
reporter!  a  garrison  of  590  nien»  and  forty  pieces  of  ai^ 
tillerjt  whichf  if  they  were  in  eanieaty  prohahiy  deterred 
them  from  the  undertidciog*  Be  Una  as  it  may,  the  Bayoa 
Bien-venu  was  reconnoitred  on  the  Si2d»  and  a  deharka- 
tion  of  2000  men  under  Major-general  Kcojie,  was  effect- 
ed on  the  nioriiin,^  of  the  23d,  at  the  boUoni  of  General 
Yillere's  plantaiion,  about  two  leagues  from  the  city. 

To  this  direction  of  the  invaders,  and  their  halt  aClker 
they  had  reached  the  hank  of  the  Mississippi,  may,  under 
God,  he  ascrihed  the  salvation  of  New  Orleans,  and  Gene- 
ral Jackson's  merited  fame.  By  this  approacbi  the  enemy 
placed  the  American  army  in  their  fninr,  leaving  its  rear 
open  to  every  species  of  resoui  ce,  and  its  flanks  perfectly 
secured  by  the  river  and  cypress  swamps;  a  situation 
the  most  desirable  to  a  military  chief,  hecaitse  it  enables 
him  to  condense  his  force»  and  disembarrass  his  mind  of 
every  care  and  every  concern,  biit  that  of  marshalling 
his  men  and  pi*cparing  for  battle.  Yet  as  the  enemy  hadf 

*  See  Admiral  Sir  Alexander  Cochrane*9  letter  to  Mr.  Crokcv, 
dated  Armide,  off  lit  au  C2bat,  Dec  16^  1814. 
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unperccived,  got  within  two  liour'a  march  of  tlie  city»  if  CHAF. 
they  liad  proceed  dircctljf  forwardt  the  advantages  of 
General  Jackson'a  |iiisitlon»  whirh  afterwards  became  all 
imporUnty  conld  nel  have  availrd  him ;  because  the  ene- 
my would  have  carried  Burpriso  with  fhcfti,  would  liave 
found  the  American  (  orpks  disporst-d,*  wiiliout  coMceK, 
and  utiprepared  lor  combat;  and  makiii.^  the  attack  with 
a  Buperiorf  nmuericai  force  of  disciplined  trfiops,  against 
a  bodj  com|ptised*ehi6ly'Of  irregulars;  under  such  cir» 
cnmstanres^  no  'SfiMi^  W^  exprrlenfce  will  pause  for  a 
Gonciufiion.  The  nKfl^'InH^ir  bravery  wotild  have  proved 
nnavailiti^y  and  (lie  capital  n\'  Loiiimana*  with  its  millions 
of  property,  would  have  been  Uxt.  But  blinded  by  confi- 
denre,  bec^iiiled  by  calculations  iojui  ious  to  the  honour  of 
the  high*meUled  patriot  sona  of  Louisiana^.and  consider* 
ii^  the  game  safie*  they  gave  themselves  up  lo  security^ 
took  repose,  and  waited  for  reinforr-emenls. 

In  the  mean  time  Genci  al  Jiirkson  found  himself  re-  Genenl 
duced  t<)  tlie  diiemnja,  of  failin;;;  bu<  k  and  abandotun/^  the  ^J^*^ 
city^  Halting  for  the  enemy  in  his  po8ilion»  or  of  advan-  toadvunct: 
eing  and  attacking  him.  He  had  been  surprised,  and  he  ^  '^^^'^^ 
justly  anticipated  that  success  only  could  protect  the  city  ny. 
and  save  his  military  reputation.   By  fighting  he  coufd' 
but  lose  his  lif<s  and  tie  might  save  all.    Thus  cici  u in- 
stanced, f»e  ha<l  notliinj^  but  pr»dit  in  view,  ar>d  therefore 
the  risk  was  a  fair  one.    General  Jackson  did  not  hesi- 
tate; his  resolution  was  takent  and  his  plan  and  the  ex- 
ecution of  tt»  would  have  done  honour  to  the  most  expe* 
rienced  soldier  of  Europe.  > 

The  alarm  of  the  enemy's  proximity  reached  New  Or- 
leans after  mid-day;  their  immber  uncertain;  but  about 
2  o'clock*  they  were  reported  to  be  sixteen  or  eighteen 
hundred  strong  $  and  at  half  after  two  a  detachment  of 
about  550  men*  composed  of  the  7th  itifantry»  a  party  of 
marlnesy  and  twenty-two  artillery  men,  with  two  field- 

*  vSi  e  i^lour,  page  89. 

f  See  General  Jackson's  )ettl»f  to  »eCf«Ury  of  VAr,DeC.29tby  IjBM* 
Ilis  whole  force  at  that  iime-dia  not  exceed  3000  effectifef. 

vo:e.  I.  3  Y 
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CHAP,  pieces,  formed  a  iine  about  a  mile  in  advance  oi'  tbe  dty^ 
tbe  TennMseamy  encamped  four  mifee  to  4be  reart  mtk 
Plaiiche^s  baltali4>m  from  tbe  Bayou  St*  JohB^8»  aad  tho 

free  corps  of  the  city  were  embodied^  and  Ae  order  of 

martli  and  of  battle  arranged  aljonl  5  n'cluck,  T.  INLj  thu 
iiavv,  under  Commodore  riitt»:r.s(Jii,  with  characteristic 
ai*duiir  pressed  tor  llieir  share  of  the  danger*  Gienerai 
Jackson  bad  firevioiisly  infused  bis  own  spirit  into  thia 
Tariegated  corps;  be  bad  inspired  iheoi  witb  entire  can:* 
fldence^  and  tbey  waited  bis  orders  with  assnranoe  of  vie* 
tury.  Darkness  would  mask  liis  movement,  and  favour 
a  surprise ;  it  would  aUo  conceal  his  numbers,  and  mar 
tbe  effects  of  the  eiieiiiy\<i  superior  discipline :  a  night  at* 
tack  was  tbevefore  adf^ted,  and  considering  the  compo- 
sition of  bis  corps,  it  succeeded  to  ndmiratton*  Tbe  SoaUi 
Camllany  an  armed  schooner  commanded  by  Commodom 
Patterson  in  person^  was  destined  to  co-operate  witii  the 
troops,  and  she  took  her  station  with  judgment  and  pre- 
cision; but  there  seems  to  have  been  some  faiiurc  of  con- 
certy  occasioned  probably  by  the  unequal  motion  of  the 
current  and  tiie  column  |  tbe  attack  of  tbe  floating  bat- 
tery and  tbe  marching  troops  was  not  exactly  simnlt»- 
neous;  but  the  surprise  was  complete.  The  schooner 
came  to  abont  7  o'clock,  and  was  discovered  by  the  ene- 
my and  hailed  several  times,  before  she  opened  ber  iim 
(at  half  past  7  o'clock),  wbicb  taking  tbe  enemy  precise- 
ly in  flank»  enfiladed  his  encampmentf  and  made  havoc 
and  confudottt  Tbe  impression  was  most  ansplcions;  and 
the  alarm  and  distraction  of  the  enemy  were  increased^ 
when  tlie  fire  of  General  Jackson's  artillery  and  infantry 
commencing  on  the  right  and  extending  to  the  lefty  as  the 
troops  got  to  their  stations*  until  tbe  hardy  sons  of  Ten*, 
nessee,  and  tbe  gallant  rifle  company  of  Capt.  BealU*  M 

•  Hifics  arc  pood  for  litlle  in  tl)e  dark,  because  their  effect  dependi 
on  accurate  vision  and  a  distinct  nhjcct,  which,  bein^^  destrojred,  the 
excelli  nt:e  of  ihc  aim  is  impaired.  1  lie  musket  and  bayonet,  with 
buck  suot,  is  preferable,  becuuHe  in  noctHTOai afijunaothitig  dccistrft 
can  tike  place  but  al  close  ^uart^rs. 
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on  by  the  daoiitlefB  Coffee^  iUumined  the  darkened  plain  CRAF. 
with  n  sheet  of  ll«nie»  on  tlie  right  Oank  and  rear  of  their 
ndvenarieo.  Thtis  galled  and  hamaaed,  the  enemy  gave  ^^'^'^ 
the  strongest  test  of  their  discipline  and  valour,  by  tiot 

fthandonin.^  tlic  field ;  ami  il  General  Jarkson^s  troops 
had  bceti  tornird  in  line,  to  embrace  the  front  of  the  ene« 
my,  and  could  ba?e  been  led  tu  tlie  charge,  in  the  mo- 
ment the  Garoliaa  opemd  her  hu^jurj,  he  night  have 
dispersed  ikb  nsMriJfr^iiid  gained  a  complete  victoix; 
hot  this  is  a  snpposMiir  ^ase,  scarcely  practlcahle  to  ir* 
regular  troops,  under  the  cover  of  nighty  which  produces 
disorder  rmc]  lavours  cowardice.* 

If  it  be  difficult  to  convey  to  the  human  mind#  any  ade- 
quate description  of  contending  battalions  on  a  field  of 
battle^  in  the  glare  of  ^0  a^refy  it  is  impossible  to  fcn*  v 
der  justice  to  soohi  seiiMSy  mider  the  obscnrity  of  night 
This  combat  may  therefore  be  best  described  in  a  few 
words :  it  was  a  conflict  of  corps — a  battle  in  pieces— 
where  the  friend  was  with  difficulty  distinguished  from 
the  foe,  and  ranlis  were  intermingled  pell-mell ;  and  let 
it  be  recorded  to  the  immortal  honour  of  the  Americaii 
corps  on  this  occasion,  without  derogating  in  the  least 
from  the  glory  of  the  chief,  who  planned  and  led  the  at* 
tack,  that  patriot  zeal  and  personal  courage  supplied  the 
defects  of  discipline,  conduct  and  command* 

The  hnman  mind  is  liable  to  extremes,  which*  depend-  . 
log  on  the  passions,  arb  nbcontroUable  bj  reason.  This 
infirmtty  was  strongly  exemplified  In  the  eflbcts  of  the 
affair  of  the  fisd  Dec. ;  the  confidence  and  secnrity  of  the 
enemy,  bcin^  suddenly  clianged  into  cautions  apprehen- 
sion and  defensive  preparations;  whilst  the  American 
citizen  rivalling  the  soldier,  formed  a  just  estimate  of  his 
^  force*  and  by  the  example  of  his  leader,  was  taught 
to  spern  danger  and  contemn  death.  Whatever  followed 

T 

*  On  this  occasion  two  cowards  only  I  underftand  wtre  detected  s 
m  of  them  hit  been  km^  distinguished)  but  their  faiSmitiet  vers 
shrouded  in  the  inmaceiident  glory  of  the  oorpt,  and  (he  sympathy  of 
President  Midieon  wea  jawakenedp^he  wtalned  Uicm  to  grace  Us 
PEACa  ESTADJLISHllEMT. 
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CHAP,  in  (hifl  iDMorable  campftigti  W1189  on  the  |Hiri'«f  the  Ame* 

riranSff  the  effect  of  obvious  cirrumstances;  the  chief  jo- 
(Jiri'Misly  seler  t< d  tlie  iiai'r(»wpst  part  of  the  pUiiii,  for  the 
ei'ectioa  of  his  delcriccH;  and  if  tliey  could  boast  neither 
design  in  the  plan»  nor  skiil  in  tbe  execution,  it  was  not 
biff  fault;  the  exigency  was  pmaing*  and  the  govern* 
nent  had  left  him  without  an  engineer^  as  w^l  as  with- 
out armn ;  hnt  that  Almiu:hty  Power»  which  watched  over 
the  destinies  of  Louisi<uia,  favoured  his  exertions,  and 
sent  floods  and  f  rost  s  to  ( (»-oj»eraie  w  itii  liis  labours.  On 
the  part  of  the  cneiD>  »  appi-ehension^  ignorance  and  ob- 
ttlnacy*  appear  altei'nately  to  have  obscured  his  under* 
standing  and  beguiled  his  judgment ;  the  ground  between 
Villerci^s  plantation  and  New  Orleans  is  an  open  plaiur 
intei-sccted  witli  plantations,  and  the  ordinary  obstruc- 
tions; the  affair  of  tlie  23d  tcrnunutcd  at  halt  Alter  nine 
oVlocky'^  about  which  hour  the  enemy  received  a  rein- 
forrement  of  S^QOO  fl^h  men.  Now  supposing  400  men 
tad  been  put  **  har$  decombal,**  by  the  action,  he  still  had 
a  column  left  for  duty,  the  morning  of  the  Mkh  of  4»509 
inen,f  exceeding  Genial  Jackson's  effective  force  1,500; 
and  if  he  liad  advanced  on  iliat  or  the  following  day,  he 
v^ould  have  broui^iit  tlie  American  army  to  action,  or 
forced  it  to  give  up  tlie  town;  and  in  open  space,  witii 
such  a  dispariiy  of  ibrce»  moral  and  physicalt  he  should 
bare  commanded  victory,  and  must  have  prevailed.  For- 
tunately, however,  the  enemy  determined  to  continue  om 
the  defensive,  and  wait  for  reinfurcements.  lie  accord- 
ingly preserved  his  position  itnlil  tlie27tli,  when  he  moved 
forward  and  took  ground  about  a  tuile  in  advance,  where, 
with  t!ie  cKception  of  a  feint  and  a  reconnoisaance,  some 
affairs  of  pickets  and  heavy  cannonades,  he  remained 
until  the  8tb  of  January;  allowing  General  Jackson  time 
to  receive  reinforcements,  and  complete  a  strong  line  of 
defence,  with  a  deep  wi  t  ditcfi  fnuu  the  river  to  the  Cy- 
press swamp,  wlii(  !j  iie  had  lined  With  batteries.  On  this 
memorable  day.  Sir  Edward  Packenitam,  disdaining  to 

•  lAtour,  p.  100,  t  lAtour,  p.  104 
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avail  himself  of  hwal  circumstances  or  to  profit  by  profes-  CHAP, 
•ional  skillf  detenained  to  carry  New  0rleaii4  at  the 
point  of  th»  lii9met  iQ  Ihe  face  of  dajr,  exposing  himaftlf 
to  ahowen  of  canniatir  from  18  pounders^*  and  triple 
ranks  of  iniuitry  and  rillenen.  It  was  the  scene  of  Ti- 
conderoeja  acted  over  a^in.  lie  was  slau)2:litored  and 
I'i'pulsfd;  and  as  tin'  wliol'  op.  i-.Mi'iii^  wrt  r  ( 'lulini^d.  to 
the  perpendirular  niarcii  ui  columns  s^ainst  a  straight 
line^  defended  by  stationaiy  battcrie<i  and  battalions^  the 
subject  reqaiies  no  fttrther  elucidation;  except  that  ttao 
passive  resolution  of  the  Anerican  citizen^  vanqnisbed 
the  active  eon  rage  of  tlie  British  veteran.  The  transi- 
tion from  blind  confidence  to  timid  irresolution  was  in- 
btauiam'ous — ^pmiic  succrrdt'd  <1rfeat — and  a  veteran  unuy 
of  three-lold  tiiimberH  pretipitately  retreated  before  Ge- 
neral Jackson's  undisciplined  force^  leaving  their  batter^ 
ing  artillery  bebiad  tbein»f 

a 

*  The  battery  of  UenlMMiit  Spots  vendefed  thenoit  tignal  itnriee 
en  tlitt  day.  TbU  promiaiog  yoimg  olBc«r  «u  opposed  to  the  eeatre 
of  the  enem/a  right  eolumn,  against  which  he  diacbarged  18  pound 
canniater  with  dreadfoV  effect. 

"t  Whilst  I  record  the  misi  ui-tuni  g  of  an  enemy,  I  l.ike  pleasure  ia 
rescuing  the  memory  ol  tlie  man,  from  that  unmct-itcd  reproach  to 
which  Uie  hostile  feelings  of  the  momeni,  and  the  ignorance  of  hiii 
personal  character*  had  exposed  it  i  and  for  this  purpose  I  insert  the 
Ibllowing  aecoontof  Mujur  Keneml  the  Hon.  Sir  BdwaidFadMnham, 
reeeifed  from  an  offioer  who  aervod  with  bin  en  leTetal  occasions, 
and  who  knew  him  firom  the  time  he  waa  a  anajor  of  the  33d  light  die- 
goona,  to  the  day  of  hia  embarkation  for  thia  country.  "  Thia  unfor- 
tunato  but  gallant  oflleer,  was  the  son  of  the  hite«  and  brother  of  the 
pieaent,  Earl  of  Longford,  and  brother-in-law  of  the  Duke  of  Welling- 
ton, who  married  hia  aiater.  In  the  war  with  Franoe  which  aucoeeded 
the  abort  peace*  whilst  leading  the  64ih  regiment  of  foot,  of  which  he  '  < 
was  lieutenant-colonel,  to  the  aucceaaful  assault  of  the  fortress  of 
Mame  Fortuniet  in  the  island  of  6l  Lucia»  he  was  badly  wounded,  a 
Tntiskct  ball  passing  through  his  neclc;  and  on  the  expedition  which 
afterwards  subjected  the  island  of  Martinique  to  the  Rritish  arms,  he 
Was  again  badly  wounded  in  the  same  part,  whilst  storming  the  bat- 
teries of  hlc  d-'s  Ramierst  in  Fort  Royal  hri)-,  at  the  head  of  the  7th 
rti;, niunt  of  fusileers.  Dmi  mi^-  the  war  in  tJie  penin«;nla,  he  distin- 
!i<d  himself  on  various  occasions,  i)ut  particulariy  at  the  battle  of 

^aUmaaca^  or  Lot  ArapiU^f  where  he  commanded  a  di?ision;  he  was 
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CHAP.     Inseriitabto  are  the  wgye  <if  Pfoviience!  bvt  mbiIM 

yjj:    and  manifold  bis  divine  interpoaitMiii  in  favour  of  tUe 
•  people  of  these  states. 

Pending  the  momentous  scenes  in  the  victnity  of  New 
Orleans^  which  filled  cverj  bosom  with  solicitudei  th» 
zeal  and  patriotism  displayed  by  ail  ranics  in  Loaltoiana# 
Ihiiii  the  ill  fitted  Helot  to  the  most  dfstingutsbed  charac- 
tersy  has  rarely  been  equalled  in  nodem  times,  and  would 
liave  reflected  lionour  on  ancient  Rome,  in  her  most  vir- 
tuous days.  The  fearful  feeble  sex,  which  constitute 
man's  chief  happiness  and  care,  mergin;^  the  tenderest 
aflbctions  of  the  soul^  in  the  enthosiastic  love  of  countryf 
were  hebdd  inciting  the  dearest  relations  of  life  to  deed* 
of  armsy  and  animating  the  zeal  of  the  aerioiML  From 
the  earliest  warning  of  tlic  enemy's  approach,  Governor 
Claiborne  displayed  that  intee^rity  of  attachm(*nt  to  his 
country »  for  which  he  is  not  excelled,  by  preceptSy  exam- 
ple and  exertions  the 'most  praiseworthy;  and  as  the 
storm  increasedy  he  sacrificed  his  self  love  to  the  pablic 
cause,  and  descended  fhiro  the  dignified  station  of  the 
chief  magistrate  of  a  sovereign  state,  to  receive  the  orders 
of  a  buUordiiiate  military  commander. 

This  sacrifice  was  necessaiy  to  t!ie  concert,  harmony 
and  efiect  of  tiie  depending  operations  ;  but  it  was  not  the 
less  meritoriouSf  because  of  the  necessity ;  and  the  legis- 
lature happening  to  be  in  sessiont  ail  the  po^vers  of  tiia 

afterwards  appointed  Adjuunt-gvseral  to  tht  allied  miy,  oader  the 
Saks  of  Wellington,  in  which  ttatioa  he  ilto  gicatly  tigiMliicd  hifll- 
4etf»  attneting  oa  «U  oceujoos»  by  his  aihiabltt  and  coaciliatoiy  eoa* 
duct,  the  esteem  and  regard  cf  his  brother  officers  of  every  rsaL  He 
WM  a  gentleman  of  the  most  pleasing  and  accomplished  mamens  and 
of  exquisite  humour ;  his  mind  was  lof  ty«  hberal,  and  generoos  in  the 
extreme»  and  charity  was  the  charaeteristic  of  hit  heart.  To  this  last 
trait»  the  widows  and  d^hans  of  the  soldiers  of  the  7th  and  64th  re* 
giment  wiU  bear  gratefol  testimony.  Though  high  In  military  rank, 
he  had  not  reached  the  prime  of  life,  ami  at  the  time  of  his  deetb^ 
tlitrc  was  not  e  more  deservedly  popular  officer  in  the  British  ser* 
■vice."  AUhoiigh  it  mua»  be  a  matter  of  just  pride  to  American  sol- 
dicrs?,  'o  have  defeated  such  a  leader,  no  oatioa  c:;n  furnish  heroes 
n>ure  ^t  o^\y,  than  Amcrtcansy  to  render  justice  to  the  merits  of  a 
laUen  fuc. 
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state,  and  the  municipftl  authorities  of  the  capital,  ia  fine  CUAl*. 
the  general  local,  and  jjei-sonal  property  of  the  country,  j^f^ 
wilh  the  blood  and  lives  of  the  citizens  wei*e  devoted  to 
tke  pnUic  caiiM»  mid  placed  at  tbe  diepoaal  of  the  geae*  - 
nd|  the  depoatt  waaa aafe  oiie»and  the  reault  warranted 
tbe  Qttiversal  conlldenee.   Bat  amidst  this  general  im- 
pulse (»r  patriotism,  it  is  deeply  to  be  l  eii^rctted  that  nica- 
surLJs  should  have  taken  place,  which  prostraLt  il  the  suvc- 
x<eiguty  of  an  integral  member  of  the  federal  pact;  and» 
If  not  narked  by  aome  demonatration  of  puMIc  aenti* 
meat  to  Interdict  the  repetitiont  maj  ha  recarred  to  at  a 
future  dayt  to  trample  under  foot  the  dTil  righta  of 
nation. 

Writing  as  I  am,  not  with  views  to  fame  or  popularity^ 
or  patronage,  butt  meroiy  to  rescue  my  reputation  frout 
the  multiplied  wroi^  which  iiyuttice  has  heaped  upon  itf 
and  to  Impart  to  mj  fitllow  aitiaenOf  the  results  of  taty  oh^ 
8er?atlon»  experience  and  Infonnattontdurin.:;  a  life  spent 
ia  the  public  service ;  I  avail  myself  of  the  rights  of  a 
free  and  independent  citizen,  recenUy  acquired,  to  dis- 
charge a  sacred  duty  to  my  contemporaries  and  poeteri- 
ty ;  by  calling  the  public  attention  to  the  transactions  I 
allude  tOf,  which  have  been  nbgiected  and  passed  over  In 
sUence»  by  the  legitimate  guardians  of  the  palladiom  of 
our  liberties*  In  great  emergencies  which  threaten  the 
vital  interests  of  the  state,  and  when  the  onlinary  course 
of  the  law  is  found  irjadequatc  to  tlie  r»'))n  ssion  of  the 
menaced  evils,  it  may  become  expedient  to  anticipate  the 
laws,  and  defend  the  public  safety,  by  the  agency  of  ex- 
traordinary measures. 

But  as  expediency  is  a  common  hack*  resorted  to  by 
tyrants  aud  i h no vators, whereon  to  found  preccdenis  anU 
ultunately  cstahlisii  arbitrary  laws,  the  smallest  en- 
croachment on  a  constiiutiotiai  right,  should  be.  regarded 
with  extreme  jealousy*  If  then  the  constitution  has 
been  grossly  and  repeated^  violated  at  New  Orleans^ 
during  the  campaign  t814-^i5,  a  substantial  injury  has 
been  oflTercd  to  tlic  whole  union  ;  and  although  it  may  be 
justified  by  the  **law  of  imperious  necessity,**  a  xaw,  at 
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CHKF,  tlie  mention  of  whichy  all  fmmen  should  be  on  the  alert f 
^^^^  yet  this  imperious  tieoeaslty*'  should  be  ctrcumstan* 
tially  and  critically  proved  to  have  existed  ;  or  It  will  be- 
come in  tliis  coiHiU  V,  as  it  lias  ah  i  ;idy  in  many  Eiiro- 
))ean  states,  the  watcliwonl  <»(  tut  ii  iit  pawcr,  to  subvert 
the  liberties  of  tlie  people^  tu  defeat  the  la\\s,  and  to 
countenance  every  sanguinary  and  despotic  art.  If»  how- 
ever»  upon  the  investigation  of  the  particular  case»  the 
oflhnce  and  the  jnstificattin  were  both  proved  to  exisif  an 
act  of  amnesty  should  have  passed  the  legislature ;  to  dis* 
countenance  tlic  v  iolati«)ii,  and  to  nip  the  prcredent  in  tuc 
bud,  hy  shewing  the  necessity  of  tet^islativc  pardon,  how- 
ever strong  tlie  justification  adduced  ;  fur  expediency 
jesterdayi  may  become  precedent  to»day»  and  law  to- 
morrow. If  the  rights  of  a  free  people  are  not  watrfaed 
with  tlie  eyes  of  Arguti,  the  Ihw  of  <« imperious  mussitif* 
will  become  to  the  American,  what  the  Ux  majestatis 
proviMl  to  the  Roman  citizens;  whicli,  although  orierlnallr 
made  lor  the  preservation  of  the  majesty  of  the  Homait 
peoplef.yet  being  warped  by  the  emperors  to  tiieir  own 
use,  )^  became  the  instrument  by  which  the  majesty  of 
tb^people  was  annihilated* 

y  Such  a  legislative  procedure,  whilst  ft  shielded  the  con- 
stitution from  vjult  lu  c,  would  h  ivi'  solemnly  forhid  a  re- 
petition of  thv  oflTence,  on  less  juHtifiable  pretences;  and 
instead  of  impairing  the  famo  of  General  Jackson*  ^nuld 
have  formed  an  honourable  record  of  his  services ;  but 
the  profound  silence  of  the  state  apd  general  govern* 
ment  on  these  transactions^  may  he  Interpreted  to  sanc- 
tion the  precedent,  whicli  oup;ht  to  have  been  destroyed, 
because  dane^crnos  in  its  tendency.  With  this  vrew  of 
the  case*  1  sincerely  hope  tli;ir  the  ensuinj:;  Congress, 
may  not  consider  the  subject  too  unimportant  for  their 
attention^  and  that  they  may  adopt  some  suitable  applica* 
ticm,  to  cleanse  and  cure  the  wounds  Inflicted  on  the  con- 
stitution, without  diminishing  the  s^dendour  of  militarj^ 
glorv  di  awn  icom  the  cann<>n*s  moutli. 


In  !c\  c\vin.i5        ^^holc  conduct*  fmm  the  moment  I 

was  ordered  for  command  to  New  OrleaiiSi  in  Maroh^ 
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1812,  until  m3  ncal  in  June.  1813, 1  am  satisfied  with  it^  CHAP, 
and  ijiivi'  rcrcivcd  the  award  of  an  iipjudx  ing  consnrnrc;  • 
my  zcai  a«d  my  industry  arp  recorded  in  the  bu^>t»luii  uf 
the  gmil  cMizens  of  t^uiaiftna,  and  tlie  worka  which  I 
foynded  are  duridile  ariA  apeak  for  themselves.  Bot  If 
m  take  a  retrosp^ysf  |iw  covidtict  of  President  Madison 
&Bd  his  coufiiiellorsy  wftat  may  be  said  ?  tliat  with  wilful 
bliiidriL'ss  aud  immii^iblc  ub.stliiary  tlicy  withhcUl  every 
means,  embarrassed  every  men^.iirc,  and  marred  every 
^o]i(i8iti<m  for  tii^  saliety  of  New  Orleans. 

I  turn  frooi  this  Juuniliating  contrast^  to  a  subject 
ivbich  must  excite  tlio  abborrence  of  every  bonest  .maa» 
An  article  appeared  in  a  public  print*  the  2d  May,i$15y 
desij^ncd  to  afiV(  i  a  judicial  decision,  which  interested  roy 
cliarju  ter^  the  manner  and  llic  ni.iUcr  (>}  this  [irodurti'jii, 
piMK  l^iim  it  to  t^e  irom  tbc  pen  ui  a  quondam  mini^^ler  oi' 
Mr.  Madison's  coi|i4oiic«»  wbich  gives  it  a  title  to  re^ 
apect;  aiud  for  tills  rqss^Mit  I  extract  from  it,  and  submit 
4o  the  pMWiO:itlie  foHowing  paragraph,  which  if  well 
founded,  would  open  to  the  American  community 9  a  new 
sourre  (4  corrupt  intrigue  and  secret  persecution,  troiu 
which  tlie  eye  and  the  mind  would  revolt  with  liorror ; 
and  against  wbich,  neither  bonoui*,  nor  innocenc4iy  nor 
liatriotismf  nor  public  services^  could  protect  the  most 
faithful  officer^  under  tbe  reign  of  a  temporisingy  timid, 
dtshononrable  and  disftonoiired  chief  magistrate. 

<*  JWto  Orlctuis^'*  says  iJie  Arfj^us^  «<  was  deemed  the  key 
of  the  aouUi-wc^Uni  cauiifnj,  it  wan  iiot  believed  to  be  aafc 
ihc  C^neraL^  (JfUkiiiSQu'is)  keeping,  and  an  order  for  /lis 
remoroal  ww^fifiCBrdvi^y  given,  btf  the  highest  authority 
Jaunon  to  iin^  laws  mtd  ihfi  conslitetoi;  for  the  correctnets 
<f  the  statement  we  appeal  to  the  present  secretary  of  war, 
Mr.  Crawford^  to  his  qmndam  coUeag;ue^  Mr.  Tait,  to  Mr. 
Clay  of  h!entuL'kij,  and  lastlij,  LoMe.ut:i.  Brown  and  Fro- 
mewtin,  ,sen<itors  of  the  United  States,  from  tiie  state  of 
Lonisumu  .  ^Fbese  .gentkmen  have  too  much  honour  to  deny 
thoir  agency  in  producing  Ms  order,  and  too  much  roisdom 


*  Albany  Argut. 
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CHAP,  to  regr^  its  conaequtniciB  to  tActr  Mcinm  of  tbt  ummu^ 
Thus,  if  faitli  be  placed  in  this  aacriplion  of  President 
Madison's  quondam  directory  It  would  appear  that  a  dark 

and  secret  cabal  at  the  seat  of  government,  composed  of 
Jour  senators  oF  the  United  States,  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  Presulait  Madison^  with 
hisfaithfMl  coadjutarp  mere  plotting  my  disgrace,  while  tiie 
•itizens  of  Louisiana  and  of  the  Mississippi  territory  ap- 
proTed  my  exertions  for  their  safety » and  «  ere  rejoicing  In 
the  direction  of  my  plans  and  iabonrs  for  their  defence | 
those  labours  and  designs  thaty  in  spite  of  the  distortions  of 
jealousy  or  envy,  hatred  or  malice,  laid  the  foimdation  on 
which  Gen.  Jacksuu  wa:»  enabled  tu  dclbud  ^iew  Oi  leans 
and  establish  bis  w^ll  earned  fame.  I  appeal  for  these  facts 
to  the  evidences  which  have  been  premiaedy  and  to  evtry 
hotumrablt  man  in  Louisiana  and  the  Mississippi  terri- 
tory; to  Forts  Bowyer  and  St.  Philip  which  spoke  in 
thunder,  and  to  the  Petite  Coquillc,  whose  name  alone 
saved  the  city  and  General  Jackson \s  army;  nay,  were 
it  necessary,  I  could  establisli  Uie  elficiency  of  my  plans 
and  designs^  by  the  subsequent  measures  of  Gen.  Jackson 
bimself»  who»  acting  like  a  soldier^  did  not  ngect  what 
he  saw  good,  and  trod  in  my  footsteps ;  how  could  it*  be 
otherwise?  he,  a  perfect  stranger  to  Ujc  theativ,  wiiich  1 
had  been  examining  lor  twenty  years;  but  uhiiU'ver  may 
have  been  the  personal  animositicji,  of  Mr.  Crawfordy  Mr. 
Tait#  Mr.  Speaker,  Mr.  Fromcntin  and  Mr*  Brown»  the 
impntprtion  is  of  too  foul  a  character  to  be  civditcd.  It 
seems  impossible  that  men  In  the  most  humble^  vulgar 
walk  of  life*  who  had  not  made  villany  a  re.^ular  profes* 
sion,  should  have  entered  into  such  a  irai^cue,  against 
the  character  and  fortunes  of  a  military  officer,  who  had 
served  his  country  with  zeal  and  fidelity ,  from  the  dawn 
of  the  revolution;  much  less  can  it  be  balia?ed»  that 
gentlemen!  who  coold  boast  a  long  Unease  of  distin- 
guished ancestry — gentlemen^  bom»  bred  and  educated, 
to  occupy  and  adoi*n  the  first  ranks  of  society — ^gen- 
tlemen of  senatorial  dignity,  whose  lofty  minds  and 
h}|;h  ^^irfitionSf  would  seem  to  place  them  above  ru^gur 
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prejudices  and  invidious  personalities,  con  id  Iiave  entered  CHAP, 
into  so  base  and  iniauious  a  consi>iracy  against  a  fellow  ^^JI^ 
citizen. 

There  are  alsd  several  strong  circumstances^  wliicli 
liave  a  tendency  to  inyalidate  the  horjnhle  char^  I  had 
been  tnisttd  with  the  ceiuiiiand  of  our  westers  fit^tier 
poets,  from  the  Ohio  to  New  Orleans*  during  tlic  most 

critical  exit^encies  of  our  public  affiviis,  by  Greneral 
W  iisliirij^^ton,  President  Adams,  Pi*csident  Jeffi  i  son,  and 
by  President  Madison  twicej  in  Uie  face  of  war;  to  say 
thoAf  tiiat  I  was  NcaUed  because  «<  AIsid  Orlum  wa$  mt 
dieuud  mfi  in  mg  kupm$/^  tSl^  more  than  twenty  years 
experience,  of  faithfoiy  zeahms  and  successful  service, 
would  be  a  reproach  tu  these  several  distinguished  cha- 
ra(  tcrs,  who  have  occupied  the  presidential  cliair,  from 
the  most  ej^altcud  to  tite  kut  and  the  leant  of  tiioa  alL 
There  is  another  cjiffcdmstanoe  irresistible  in  its  opposl- 
tkm  to  the  credihiilly  q£  this  ministerial  pasquinade,  and 
that  is  an  order  from  thewar  department  of  May  22d»l8]5, 
directing  tne  to  continue  m  Llic  very  couinuind  ^^unlil  fur^ 
titer  orders"  from  which,  according  to  the  Argus,  I  had 
heen  recalled,  **  because  A'cw  Orleans  was  not  deemed  safe 
in  my  l»cptii^«"  Bat  the  strongest  objectioA  of  all,  to  tbe 
vaniciftj  sf  this  unmerited  imputation,  ai^ears  to  me  to  be 
the  circumstanceof  my  being  relieved  by  Brigadierf^ene* 
ral  Flournoy,  a  gentleman  for  whom  I  conceived  and  clic- 
rished  a  high  respect,  but  who,  altiiougb  particularly  es- 
teemed by  Messrs.  Crawford  and  Tait,  and  in  other  rc«e 
spects  my  superior,  had  just  entered  his  noviciate  as  a  mi* 
Ulary  officer,  and  wasa  perfect  stranger  to  the  country,  Its 
tbpogmphy  or  resouiveSf  and  to  every  species  of  military 
detail.  It  is  repugnant  to  common  reason^  to  sappose 
that  the  cotiiitry  could  be  safer  in  tlic  hands  of  an  offi- 
cer thus  unqualified  and  unintormcd,  than  those  of  one 
who  liad  made  the  theatre  his  study  for  twenty  years. 

If  other  motives  than  those  of  public  duty  produced  my 
recal,  I  hope  the  vindictive  spirit  of  tlie  authors  of  it# 
have  been  gratified  by  President  Madison  |  and  leaving 
(hem  to  the  enjoyment  oi  their  triumpii.   I  sinccrwiy 
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CHAP,  hope  they  msij  never  experience  the  crmlty  and  injuslleft 
they  have  oifered  to  me. 

Duty  to  a  most  respectable  part  of  my  ancient  compa- 
nions in  arms,  ablij^cs  me  in  tliis  place  to  cttrrcct  certain 
prejiiilkcSf  which  have  sprung  out  of  insidious  misrepre- 
sentationS  or  selfish  policy.  After  the  late  peace,  those 
nho  had' been  opposed  to  the  war»  and  were  unwilitti|^  to 
allow  Preshlent  Madison  and  his  adminlstratiim  any 
credit  for  the  conduct  of  it,  continued  to  expose  tlie  bUm- 
ders  and  misfortunes  which  marked  its  Cfimmenctmi  nt 
and  its  progress;  wiiilst  the  advocates  of  the  war,  and  the 
partisans  of  the  administration^  endeavoured  to  palliato 
tlie  improvidence  of  the  dedamttwit  in  the  Bttptvparetf 
state  of  the  country*  and  to  excuse  the  tenporiaiii^t  fte- 
ble,  floctoatlng  expedients  with  which  they  supported  it| 
by  censuring  the  conduct  of  certain  officers  of  tin  ir  own 
creation,  and  disparac^ing  the  merits  of  the  old  corps, 
wliich  formed  the  niiiitary  establishment,  anterior  to  the 
declaration  of  war ;  not  knowing  that  war  is  a  Mdst 
the  perfection  of  which  is  not  to  he  acquired  in  peac% 
although  both  the  Ffench  and  British  armites  fumisbsi 
abundant  testimony  to  the  fact,  at  the  opening  of  the  late 
15  years  Kuropean  war;  and  forgetting  that  the  corps  of 
engineers,  and  the  Generals  Pike,  Covington,  Macoroby 
Gaines  and  Scottf  with  seven  out  of  ten  oolooels  compos* 
ing  the  present  fieaoe  establlshnmty  were  all  ci^cs  of 
that  school ;  they  should  also  have  reflaotod^  thai  tkm 
IPresident,  with  his  deputy  commander,  the  sec#elary  of 
war,  who  hM  t\w  supreme  contruul  of  tlie  military,  and 
it  must  not  he  denied,  were  admirably  titled  tor  the  slftp 
tion,  wet*e  responsible  for  the  formation^  di8cipline»  and 
conduct  of  those  corps ;  yet»  censure  more  nndeaerved  araa 
never  levelled  at  a  body  of  men;  for  If  I  may  jedge  flmm 
what  1  see  and  hear,  and  know,  the  principles  of  duty 
and  of  service  were  more  correctly  undcrstond,  and  more 
uniformly,  consistently,  and  strictly  enforced  then,  tlian  at 
any  subsequent  period ;  and  wlien  put  to  the  testf  those 
corps  have  never  failed  to  distinguish  themselves. 
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iL  IS,  iiowevtr,  <luc  tu  Irath  and  to  sell-justice,  that  l  CftAiF^ 
iliotiUl  acknowledge  Uie  dffllnikies  aTiil  oniliarras9fiiit»l||^ 
iejfafNBrifnreil  during  my  commandKiMMler  PrpsMoalltKi^ 

■oi  m  miltJiim^  to  liMre  taw  i*  liM 

]iertiMl»  k  WMM*^  li^Mttiilty  ML  thi^  ef  Hie  eMef  ma- 

gistratc  and  his  advisers.  lit  ISI  J,  President  Madi- 
son cuuld  iidt  he  [)i"evar!ed  on  to  exert  his  prerogative 
against  an  officer  under  ni^^  coniinam),  a  jAYonrltc  at 

tioin  conduct  wm  iilpoaA^bcjibre  hlm«  on  the  record*  of  # 
nilHuRy  tribanal*  r  Bet  in  1818 — 14^  he  wee  ivound  up 

t(»  a  j)itch  of  cnielty  anil  injustirt"  witl*4Hit  a  parallel,^  aud 

ili^iuisscd  sroees  ol'  udiirrs  on  the  mere  report  of  icgalu^ 
spies  and  secret  intbrmcts. 

Whilst  on  the  t»|N0  oC  oMdal  ahoeee^  I  ehatt  eelecl  frdtfl 
many  instances  of  the  Yiolntion  of  the  conetitalioo^  by 
Preeident  Biadiioay  One  of  Which  it  would  be  a  misprisHm 

of  treason  against  my  conntry  to  conceal ;  I  was  urged  by 
a  minibler  ui"  Mr.  Madisoir^i  hiippy  selection,  not  to 
publish  this  transaction^  because  it  smells  of  blood, 
1  think  1  replied,  your  praittent'a  salary  shall  i|o(,|ire* 
vent  me»  If  a  Preeident  of  the  Vnlted  SCafieil  meft 
i^w  deljfterafum»  be  pennitted  to  eanclion  nmrdiBrt 
what  is  to  prevent  his  committing  it  ?  And  if  the  lives 
of  the  Siildi*  rv  aie  plaLi'd  at  his  dis[)i>sal,  how  loriij;  will 
those  of  the  citizens  be  safe^  Thi»  is  a  ca^c  too  serious 
in  its  nature  to  be  brought  before  the  public  on  slight 
gronnde.  But  it  intereete  the  luf  h  and  the  lo«>  the  rich 

*  At  ft  future  time  this,  and  a  variety  of  precious  intrigues  of  the 
same  maiiiioii,tban  be  exposed  to  ft«nsdalou8  cofnmiinity,M  a  warn- 
ing to  leiaale  interferenoe  in  the  dfain  of  goTevnmentt  I  will  thcilr 
how  ministers  were  appalled  and  senators  were  startled. 

t  Sec  the  case  of  npig-ridicr-g-cneral  Smyih,  an  officer  of  his  choice, 
whom  he  condetniu  d  u  iihuiil  a  hcann^;,  a^d  by  a  side  wiody  the  pros- 
lituiion  of  law,  dismissed  him  the  service. 

Sec  ulso,  the  infamous,  bruUl  treatment  of  Captsin  Jostph  TitMX^ 
countenanced  by  his  silence.— Appendix,  No.  V. 
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CHAP,  and  the  poor,  the  whole  people  of  the  United  States,  thai 
those  who  made  the  constitiitioii  imdfir  which  Uiejr  live 
(wboy  I  most  fervently  hope,  may  restore  the  adiiMiiiBtr»- 
tion  of  It  to  its  native  porityy  and  protect  it  fbinigcs  b j 
their  vii^lance,  and  their  Yirtoe^)  may  be  warned  of  the 
abuses  and  excesses  of  the  public  servants.  M^' jiidi^- 
went  deceives  ine,  and  1  am  liaillj  advised,  if  the  follow- 
ing documents  will  not  support  the  case  of  the  illegal  exe- 
cution of  a  soldier,  sanctioned  by  President  Madison^  after 
due  ddibcratioa,  in  the  fkce  of  the  constitntton  and  the 
laws. 

^<  jmvkuU  4*  Jbupeetor  GenetaPs  qfice, 
WashuigUnh  xai4* 

««Sil-^ 

<f  I  am  instrocted  by  tlie  secretary  of  war»  to  infomi 
yoa»  that  tha  proceedings  of  a  coart  martial  held  at  Green- 
bush,  by  yonr  order  of  the  2ist  Jalyt  1815»  and  before 

which  were  tried  Lieutenants  Cobb,  Blanvelt  and  Curtis, 
iire  illegal f  as  you  had  no  authority  at  that  time  to  in- 
stituU  general  courts  martial.  1  am  further  directed  to 
aayf  tliat  you  are  hereby  authorised*  to  order  a  general 
court  martial,  for  the  trial  of  the  above  nsmed  officers, 
the  proceedings  of  which  most  be  transmitted  to  the  se- 
cretary of  war  for  bis  decision. 

**l  have  tike  honour  t<j  Uc, 
«Very  rrspcctfully,  Sir, 

«  Your  obedient  servant, 

«<J.B.  WALBACff, 
Mjviant  Gtmvi. 

<^  Colonel  Simon  Lapicd,  Grte^ihnshJ* 

*  The  aotfaority  vetting  oflicem  with  pomn  to  imtitate  genettl 
.  coum  iBftftial,  is  delegftted  by  Uvr  in  the  6^tli  artide  of  the  rukt 
and  artiekf  for  the  gorerniiient  of  the  armlet  of  the  United  Stmlai, 
and  ia  not  aubmitted  to  the  Tkeaident;  therefore,  tfaia  authorisation 
was  an  uanrpaliott. 
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CHAP* 

CanUonmaii,  Qneninuk,     Feb.  1814.  ^^^^!!^ 

Sir, 

<«I  had  the  hotiour  tb  receive  )r6iir  fkvour  of  the  d9th 

ult.  by  which  I  am  in  Formed  the  pr»»ccedings  of  tl»e  court 
martiaf  ordered  by  nie  in  July  last,  are  illegal;  a  doc- 
trine new  to  me ;  and  as  far  as  i  have  erred,  it  has  been 
in  pomlng  the  praeUce  ^  m$  ^tperiorsi*  While  Gene- 
ral Chandler  was  at  Baiiini^ony  Colonel  Pike  (afler- 
wafds  General  Pfke)  nt  Flatteburgh/eacli  ordered  gene* 
ral  courts  martial,  approved  or  disapproved  the  sentences, 
and  carried  them  into  execution ;  General  Dearborn  at 
the  same  time  coumarided  at  Grecnbush.  Some  officei's 
above  my  rank,  passed  through  Albany  in  the  course  of 
the  auQinier^  ^^ithottt  my  ]niowledge»  none  givinig  me  any 
orders/  When  General  Hampton  passed  throogh  Albany, 
on  his  way  to  the  frontiers,  he  refused  to  give  me  orders 
on  any  subject.  This  being  a  kind  of  deposit  for  all  sicky 
invalids^  rogues,  and  deserters^  the  latter  increased  upon 
me  to  an  alarming  degree*  I  appointed  general  courts 
martialf  approved  ih)|  'dbapproved  their  sentences^  apd 
carrM  them  into  efftoty  Vme  man  only  was  shot  for  re* 
'  peated  desertion,  acc^ordlng  to  the  sentence  of  the  court. 
In  all  this,  I  not  only  conceived  I  was  doin^  my  duty  but 
a  service  to  my  country.  It  seems,  however,  I  misjudg- 
ed/ Oa  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  l£th  ultimo.  I 
Immediately  wrote  to  General  Wilkhason  hy  an  express^ 
but  !  have  received  no  answer.  Car  hiAbibeFS  now  in 
the  provost-goard  for  capital  crimeSf  ai^'  about  forty  and 
daily  increasing.  It  is  often  attended  with  some  difficul- 
ty to  assemble  officers  in  this  vicinity  suilicient  to  form  a 
general  court  martial.  ^ 

*•  It  would  be  useless  Ibr  me  to  attempt  the  enumera- 
tion of  evils*  resulting  fnnn  an  unqualified  decisioUf  of  the 
Illegality  of  those  general  courls  martial  which  were  or- 
dered by  me.   Those  under  sentence  must  be  released^ 

nnd  i  left  to  make  my  peace  with  them. 

♦  • 

*  This  evincei  the  daag^  of  prece4ci^aad  the  necessity  of  nip* 
pug  it  in  the  bud. 
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MOm,     *^Th»  cbtrge  of  nmrder  fbr  the  ime  wlio  was  shot, 

.would  be  in  active  cirrulatioii  immediately.  Lieutenant 
Curtis  was  sentenced  in  be  suspended  from  his  commaiKl 
.three  montbs,  which  time  has  some  moiitbs  since  expired 
mni  h»  it  AowilMum  dttiof  4utjr*  jLicitaiaiits  CoM  mH 
XlfMiteltcovW  «ot  rccoive  «  ntm  trial  upon  Hie  nwite  of 
ibeir  cliai1gi%  m  nany  of  Ibe^wtarial  witneaaea  are  not 
here,  or  within  my  conti'ouU  Could  the  government  so 
far  sanction  ^*  conftrm  what  is  \^tf  as  to  do  away  those 
evile  }  I  have     wi^h  to  a»k  or,  usurp  any  power  not  con* 

Jded  to  Jan;  w  .V^wp^^fft  lfWw«r  wm^  lie  very  ec- 

Tfmtahiff^i  I '  ' 

Ml  June      iHinottr  to  Imw 

«f  ^itb  aentimenta  of  respect. 

Your  obedient  servai^t^ 
,  ,  ,     ,    u.S,  L^lRNED« 

.f  .  ... 

1  u  . 

.  ^4*  ^uidiid  ^  Inspector  GentraTs  OffiUt 

MTonr  Idtter  o|  tb^  9tli  Februairy  has  been  received, 
.and  aabnMittad  ia  |be  secretaiy  of  wart  by  wboaa  dirjoc- 
tioiu  I  Inform  you,  tbat  tbe  Preald^nt  baa  decided^  that 

.preenbuah  be  cunsidered  a  separate  conmand,  so  far  as 
relates  to  conrfs  tnariial  hitherto  held.  This  decisiooy 
jfoa  miSX  observe^  is  a  confirmation  of  Hit  MtviTol  sen^ 
itn^  ^fffipmL  cmp  mmiM,  held  under  {four  orders, 
and  will  render  nnneceaaarji  any  further  proceadiqgp  in 
^       of  JMcwt^^ta  Cobb»  Btenvf^t  and  oUieni» 

^<  I  am»  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
«  J.  B.  WALBACH, 

JidfuUuU  ^ncraJj^ 
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Lieutenants  Cobb  and  Blauvelt  having  become  entt- 
tkd  to  a  new  trial  bjrthe  deciaion  of  the  war  department 

1  had  made  sonic  cxei'Liuiiis  tu  suriiinon  a  new  court  mar- 
tial,  but  t«#und  it  impracticable,  until  tlic  trial  of  General 
tiulJ  should  be  near  a  dose;  previous  to  which  I  was  re- 
lieved from  my  oommand  at  6reenbusb»  which  leaves 
liieotenant  Cobb  tbere»  and  puts  it  out  of  my  power  to 
proceed*  Lieotenant  Blanvelt  hatb  not  made  his  appear- 
ance, or  given  me  any  information  wlttre  he  is.  I  have 
thought  it  my  duty  to  state  the  above  facts  to  Uie  depart- 
meat  of  war. 

**  1  aiik»  with  great  respect* 
M  Tour  obedient  servant* 

8.  JURNEDf  Orf»  9(4  Jf|f. 


€t  Tragp  Mmk  1S1^» 

^Sir, 

In  repl3r  to  your  letter  of  this  dale*  I  have  the  honour 

to  inform  you  that  I  was  a  member  of  a  general  court 
martial  of  wUh  U  Lieutenant-colonel  Young  \>as  presi- 
dent, ordered  at  Greeiihush  by  Colonel  Larned,  in  July^ 
1813,  at  which  lieutenant  Cobb  of  the  Ught  arUiUiry* 
and  Lieutenant  Biauvjelt  of  the  I3tli  infantry*  were  jdie- 
missed  the  service.  Lieutenant  Offeth  of  the  I5tli  iaiain« 
try,  suspended  for  a  limitrd  time,  and  Samuel  Helms,  a 
private  (oi  what  regiment  I  do  not  recoiiect)  sentenced  to 
be  siiot  for  desertion,  all  of  vvliich  sentences  were  approv- 
ed of  by  the  commanding  officer,  and  carried  into  execu- 
tion. Not  having  papers  with  me  by  which  I  qan  re- 
fresti  my  memory*  I  am  unable  to  give  you  the  precifo 
dates,  but  I  know  the  sentences  were  approved  and  pro* 
iaul|;«ted  immediately  al'^r  tlie  praceedings  we9*e  kaaiiletl 
VOL.  L  "       4  A  ' 


CHAP. 

xu. 
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CHAF,  over  by  Che  judge  advocate.   Helms  was  executed  in  the 
^'^     latter  part  of  Augoat  or  the  first  part  of  September  fc^ 
^^^^'^^  lowing.   I  was  officer  of  the  day^  and  superintended  his 

execution. 

«  By  the  same  court  many  other  soldiers  were  tried 
and  sentenced  to  various  puninhments,  but  niy  recotlcc- 
tion  is  not  sufficient  to  enable  me  to  particularise  them* 

I  have  the  honour  to  be^  Sir* 
M  Your  most  obedient  servaaty 
«  ASA  B*  8IZBR» 

Major,  29th  Jtifanii^, 

^  MiJor*gineral  fFUkinsoH/* 

The  facti  are  before  the  people,  who  ?rill  decide  on  their 
meritSy  and  if  Lieutenants  Cobb  and  Blanvelt  were  not 

illegally  dishonoured,  and  the  life  of  Samuel  Helms  un- 
lawfully takrn,  then  I  shall  acknowledge  error^  and 
make  every  reparation  to  the  accused. 

I  truBt  it  will  not  be  improper  for  me  to  close  this  chap- 
ter»  with  the  flattering  teatimonial  from  the  maut  who 
has  been  deservedly  s^led  thb  fathbb  of  bis  com- 

«t  Onited  States,  Jlpril  24, 179h. 

'    ^  I  have  received  the  lettn*  yon  addressed  to  net  ac« 
eompanied  by  a  new  map  of  the  present  tlieatre  of  war, 

north-west  ol"  the  Ohio»  which  I  consider  as  the  best  de- 
scription extant  of  tlie  country  to  which  it  relates. 

€t  The  value  of  the  object  is  greatly  enhanced  in  my 
entimation*  by  its  being  the  production  of  the  <dBoer  se- 
cond in  command  of  the  American  legion*, 

^«This  desire  of  being  useful,  in  the  highest  dej^e,  to 
the  service  in  which  you  are  cmplujed,  affords  me  ^reat 
satisfaction  ;  nothini^  shoidd  have  j)re%ented  iny  having 
had  it  published  but  an  a^reiiensioo,  thnt  an  improper 
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1M  nuiy  be  made  of  tlie  iaformatioQ  it  coiitftiM»  in  thii  chap. 
mpparendj  evtnlflDl  noiiienl.  Tbis  anveheB^Of  bow* 
•vwt  nay  be  obTlaled  at  a  fbtore  pwiod.  '•^'^^^ 

'^laniySir, 

<•  Yaur  uuisi  ubviVL  humble  serv'U 
«  GO.  WASHI^UIUN. 

_  * 

The  roHimng  letters  ebottld  bavebeen  inserted  at  pago 

546,  but  were  affidmtly  mnittedy  they  bear  testimony  to 

the  point  of  atliif  k  prpferred  by  the  enemy,  and  shew  that 
the  fortification  of  the  Petite  Coquillr  prevented  the  inva- 
sion nf  New  Orleans  by  Lake  Pontchartrain;  I  hold  tbeoi 
of  sufficient  importance  to  be  inserted  in  this  place#  and 
refer  my  reader  back  for  tbe  application. 


jExtract  of  a  letter  from  Lit  Titr}}nnt-conimandant  Junest  (f 
the  navy,  to  Osneral  Jaimi  iFUkinum,  dflUd  JuguU 
I6th9 1815.  * 

Alter  the  capture  of  tbe  gun  boats  whicb  I  command- 
ed  In  tbe  Malbeurenx  paWf  on  tbe  14tb  of  last  Decembert 
I  was  taken  on  board  tbe  enemy's  fleet  at  Ship  Island^ 

many  interrogatories  were  pnt  to  me  relative  to  the  de- 
fences of  New  Orleans,  and  particularly  that  of  the  Pc- 
iite  Coquiik,  wtiicii  post  the  enemy  were  tlien  preparing 
to  attack  by  lightening  several  of  bis  gun  brigSy  dis- 
moontlng  their  carronades  and  nonntlng  from  4  to  6 
loi^  18  poanders  in  each  Tesaelt  Ibr  tbe  purpose  of  batier* 
ing.  The  enemy  considered  the  capture  of  our  gun  boats^ 
an  event  of  much  importance  to  the  success  of  his  contem- 
plated attack  on  the  Coquiilc,  the  reduction  of  wiiich  he 
considered  a  **  sine  qua  noa"  to  his  ulterior  operations; 
siaoe  the  defeat  of  the  British  at  New  Orleans,  aome  of 
their  offlcefs  ba«e  declared,  tiiat  the  want  of  a  correct 
knowledge  of  the  strength  and  position  of  the  works  at 
the  Cocjuille,  was  all  that  prevented  the  attack  as  first  con- 
temphited;  and  that  the  information  given  them  by  a  spy, 
who  was  sent  to  reconnoil^  the  post,  leU  so  far  short  of 
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CHAP,  wluit  iUi.y  conceived,  so  important  to  tlie  defence  of  Xew 
?5J*"  Orleans,  and  differed  so  \\i(Kly  troin  the  accounts  given 
by  the  officers  and  men,  who  were  captured  in  tiie  gun 
boatSy  whose  accounts  corroborated  each  other;  as  well  aa 
some  correspond  letters  of  officers'  and  men*  which  fell 
into  the  ene my^s  bands ;  as  to  create  In  the  enemy  a 
want  oF  confidence  In  the  fidelity  of  his  spy,  who,  I  believe 
was  (iifiiuisstidiVoni  his  employment  on  that  occasion.'^ 

PhUaddphia,  Zth  Ihuwberf  1B15* 

4*  Dear  Sir, 

As  well  as  I  can  now  recollect,  it  w  as  about  the  £7tli 
or  28t[i  .hiiiuiu  V,  1815,  that  I  spent  a  nic^ht  on  board  the 
Teasel  on  wliicii  Commodore  Lockyer  h  nstcd  his  Hag* 
near  the  eastern  mouth  of  the  River  F«aH«  on  my  way 
'lo  the  British  fleet,  wliich  then  l^y  near  the  North  Chan* 
*  delierSf  for  the  purpose  of  exchanging  prisoners.  Dur* 
ing  much  conversation  which  I  had  with  tlieCommodorey 

■ 

and  Captain  Gordon  of  the  Seahorse  frigate,  I  inquired 
why  the  attack  on  IScw  Orleans  was  not  made  by  the 
way  of  Lake  Pontchartrain,  their  answer  was,  that  the^ 
•  were  ajndd  aj  rMing  an  attack  on  tht  poat  of  Petite  Cb* 
quUk."  I  bad  been  at  Coquille  for  the  benefit  of  my 
health,  a  short  time  before  the  gun  boats  were  taken,  it 
was  tlicfi  in  the  situation  you  left  it,  open  in  the  rear  and 
lower  side;  General  Jackson  had  not  then  arrived  at 
J^ew  Oi'leans. 

«« With  great  respectf 

WILLIAM  FLOpa 

f  Mojor-general  ffUkinsoiu** 
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GHAPTEE  XnL 

flejiections  on  the  comluci  of  President  MadUon  at  the  com*  ^j^Jj^* 
mcnumsnt  of  tiie  war, — Lo&s  of  Michilimackinau — Con-  y_^--^-^ 
9e^mnee9  emmdertd^^MxiraU  of  Utters  from  fFilkinson 
fa  Uu  mretarif  WBr;Jrm  UmUmmt  Bandih  lote 
eommandant  at  J^Mmadmuutf  U  Owend  Bulls  onii 
from  Sir  George  Frewui  U  Bmi  SathuinL^  glance  ai 
General  Uamson's  miiilanj  career. — Rejlections  thereon, 
— Military  nwv erne nis  mi  the  fronittrs  of  the  state  of  Mw 

Fork,  Ji  body  of  militia  of  that  state  caiied  into  service 

under  the  command  of  M^-general  Fan  Seneeelaer^ 
Cobmd  Van  SensHla^s  project  against  FreecatL^e* 
sembhf  qftroope  on  the  etrait  of  ^Ciagara^ — Qeneral  Van 
Jlensscluer  meditaUs  an  attack  on  (^ueenstawn  and  Fort 
George. — Uis  Letter  to  General  Dearborn  on  that  suhjectj 
Oct.  8thf  ISiG.^tidgment  displayed  in  the  proposed  plan 
tfaitack^'^ffairtfflueettetownunderCoL  Van  Rensselaer. 

ed,  but  aflenvarde  lost  by  the  defection  (f  ike  mtKtia.-- 

Captain  ^Fool's  Utter.^Refiectiona  on  flic  affair  at  QuMfif- 
•     town, — Movement  of  the  enemy  from  Fort  George — Cora- 
dnct  of  President  Madison. — Conaaiutnces  of  that  nfjair. 
^What  ought  to  hffoe  been  the  conduct  of  the  Mterican 
troops^BejUeUoni  on  Qeneral  Van  Rensselaer's  conduct 
and  that  of  the  maUUL^~4»ijeete  ^  the  firmament  and  re^ 
turn  of  tnxjps.— General  Van  Rensselaer  resigns  his  eom- 
mandf  and  is  sncccedtd  by  Brig,  Gen.  Smyth — The  con- 
duct of  the  latter  glanced  at,  and  his  maltreatment  by 
Fretident  Madison  exposed — Tlie  affair  of  Sackett's 
Barbour^T^e  conduct  of  General  Brown  and  the  milu 
Ua^Londh^  of  the  enemy,  and  combat  with  a  detach* 
ment  of  regular  recruitSf  under  Lieutenant'CoUmd  Backua 
and  Major  jispmwall. — Tlw  enemy  are  repulsed  with 
lass,  and  ntreat^rr-Retum  of  the  detachment  of  regulars* 

I 
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^Hj^leefumt  on  fhU  mddenif  and  ffte  cofiAicI  of  ifte  Fire* 
dM.— Offimif  Bhmm  fewartM  /»r  ffte  serrtcfs  of 

others. — Return  of  kilkd  and  wounded, — Situation  of  the 
northern  army  in  .^ugufit,  1813,  adverted  to. — Wilkin- 
son*s  motives  for  taking  ike  commandf  and  determination 
not  to  ouUtoo  misfortune — His  ogUotianB  and  dist^ppoinim 
ment-'^reiteked  condiHott  of  the  troops  In  pomi  of  AeoM 
unknown  to  Mm, — Troops  reach  French  MBa, — Cordjon 
of  posts  wider  a  Canadian  winter.-— Oerfolfi  ieodopc^ 
ments  propuscd.'^British  deserters  and  subjects  taken  in 
our  ranks, — Fretensions  of  the  enemy. — Cnvduct  of  Gene* 
ral  Dearborn, — Correspomlence  which  ensued.^Termi- 
noHcn  of  that  affazr^ProjeU  of  an  enterprise  agauut 
the  Bri^hpost  ^  jPrt3cott.-~Orden  fo  Qeneral  Brown, 
and  a  IHtcr  to  the  secretary  of  war,>^Commwdcations  to 
the  secretary  of  ivar,  and  with  Governor  Tompkins, — 
Governor  Tompkins  and  Colonel  Scott, — Singidar  letter 
to  tlie  Generalf  imputed  to  Goverrwr  Tompkins  and  pub^ 
Ushed  in  the  cUy  of  JWw  York.-^Befiictiom  thoreen* 


CHAP.        War  once  resolved  on  by  President  Madison,  it  be* 

came  his  dutv,  bciore  he  made  the  rlc-laration,  to  ascer* 


Reflcc-  '"^  fi  soun  PS,  the  number,  condition,  ant!  disripHnc 

tU>ns  on  of  his  forces,  and  the  talents  and  experience  of  those  who 
ditct  of '  vere  to  lead  his  armiesf  to  settle  the  plan  on  which  it  should 
M^i^n^  be  conductedy  whether  offensively  or  defenaively»  and  to 
auKecom-  have  concerted  his  measures  accordingly.  At  the  same 


.    time,  be  should  liave  ascertained  precisely  the  number^ 
roent  of  r  ' 

the  war  of  disp<»sition,  and  defences  of  the  enemy;  and  having  de- 
termiued  on  Kiis  points  of  attack,  he  should  have  taken 
the  necessary  means  to  concentrate  such  a  force  as  would 
have  insured  success.  No  danger  could  have  arisen  ont 
of  delay,  exoept  to  hks  re-eleefion;  and  at  all  events*  ho 
should  have  possessed  himself  of  the  most  exact  tupogra- 
phiciil  knowledge  of  the  theatre,  on  which  he  might  be 
eventually  engaged.  He  should  have  anticipated  proba* 
ble  consequences  and  been  prepared  for  them*  by  pat* 
ting  his  exposed  frontier  posts  in  n  state  of  security; 
lie  should  have  accumiilate^r  at  convenient  depots,  mar 
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iuimm  ol'  war,  battering  atiti  i\M  trains,  tiau^purl  aiiU  gh\p. 
provisions,  and  all  the  necessary  attiraii  of  aroiMs^ 
and*  alKif«44|»li^alMHil(l^liave  kqii.  hk  mointioii  m 
j^vfvcAy'jdkigfllS^  bave  eotioeiled  H  eflbdiidlj 
fironi  tbe'adwse  po^vwi  Being  thiu  prcimrvd^  war 
should  liavL  hccu  declared*  and  the  enemy  mij^ht 
been  swept  fruui  i'm-i  v  (h x  u paiu  \ in  Canada,  dur- 
ing the  first. campaign.  But  what  rhr  conduct  of 
the  chkf  mafiHtalv^tand'  bU  oouiiseUors^  Were  their 
masttra  ada]rtadM^:ti^  tt»  exif^ncy  th  had  prodnoedl 
"Were  their  {dans 'tielealated  to  anticipate  the  natuMf 
and  necessary  movements  of  tlie  enemy  ?  How  deplorably 
diflfcrent  was  tlir  ((uii^e  pursued  '  After  the  vonniry 
was  comriiiiied  tu  the  cidaniities  ui  war,  and  he  had  se- 
cured  his  re^kciim.  President  Madison  contented  him* 
self  with  attenpta  to^lndace  tiie  enemy  to  n^gociate^  anil 
the  display  of  iqjudideas  prsjects.  Mastering  pretensions 
and  temporMti(p  Mipedtetttsf  leaving  the  country,  gene- 
rally, to  i{>  fate,  frir  tfiu  lir.st  nine  montlis,  withoiil  ;i 
siti.^lt*  acL  of  salTil.iry  provi«^?on,  or  a  -<jliiaiy  nira^ui  e  uC 
judicious  precautifiru't  ,TUiS  improvidence  of  our  public 
counaelsy  laid  the  fonndation  of  irrecoverable  «vils»  and 
the  late  war  was  distiognished  firom  its  conmenoement^tD 
its  termination^  by  a  succession  of  misfortunes,  as  far  ae 


*  1  include  Quebec,  on  the  presumption  the  g-arrison  would  have 
beeo  ordered  to  the  defence  of  Montreal,  and  hare  been  there  cap- 
tured. 

t  The  coaniTftQce  of  the  czceati^  with  the  conuniitect  of  CoOi* 
grew,  on  this  occasioo,  shewed  the  daOKOrt  to  which  the  rights  of  a 
nalion  may  be  exposed,  by  a  perversion  of  the  powers  and  a  disregard 
of  the  duties,  of  the  eiectttive  and  legisUttve  departments.  When 
the  estimates  for  the  military  establishment  were  presented  to  Con* 
gress,  and  referred  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  the  minister 
of  war,  proposed  to  reduce  the  estimate  to  half  tlic  amount  actually 
necessary,  in  order  to  secure  pepuhiritt/ ;  and  the  committee  and  both 
houses  of  Conj^ress  acqvii«  sccd  in  the  intposilionj  those  who  were  in 
the  secret  were  silent  ami  those  who  were  not,  either  knew  so  little 
of  their  duty  or  paid  so  little  attention  to  it,  that  the  law  passed  to 
reduce  ,  and  the  consequence  was  seen  in  the  miseries  and  suiferings 
on  the  frontier,  and  the  tailurc  of  niany  practicable  enterprises* 
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CHAP    tfi^y  could  be  produced,  by  the  errors  and  neelecU  oi  the 
^^a^  executive,  of  which  tiie  ioss  of  MtchiUmackioac  loraed 
4he  chef  d'euvre. 

When  Home  ahle  historitta  shail  hereafter  ondertekft  to 
record  a  circaniistantial»  aad  coaaected  nanratiTe  of  tiii» 
epoch  of  the  American  history ;  wherein  the  agencies,  in- 
Ifi^es  and  interests  wliich  produced  the  war,  and  the 
Operations  and  effects  which  ensued,  sliall  be  carefuUjr 
traced  and  impartially  developed ;  it  will  hardly  be  cre- 
diledy  that  aCfcer  he  had  determined  onboaliytie^PraideHt 
Madison  shoald  have  been  ae  negli^ntf  or  ae  ignorant  of 
his  duty  to  the  state  as  to  permit  his  antagonist,  who  was 
unapprised  of  his  intention,  to  strike  the  first  blow  ;  and 
take  from  iiim  the  most  critical,  commanding,  and  im- 
portant poatof  the  interior  frontier;  yet  it  will  be  Impos- 
aiblo  to  deny  the  fact^  or  palliate  the  di^graoe»  wbieii 
stands  onrlralled  bat  by  the  batde  of  Bladensbnrgfa. 

It  is  diOicult  to  account  fur  this  misfortune,  without 
impliciiting  the  inlegiit)  of  the  cabinet,  cm  any  ground 
unconnected  with  the  supposition,  that  the  executive  and 
his  minister  were  entirely  forg«'truI  of  the  existence  oC 
snch  a  post^  and  its  occupancy  by  the  troops  of  the  Unil- 
ed  States  $  since  the  garrison  coald  have  been  reinforcedy 
and  equipt  for  offensive  operations,  without  exciting  sus- 
picions or  alarm;  and  by  the  seasonable  provision  of  relay 
horses  and  conAdential  expresses,  with  suitable  water 
craft  at  Detroit  or  at  St.  Joseph's  river  of  Lake  Mirhi> 
gkn,  the  declaration  of  war  might  have  been  transmitted 
hm  the  seat  of  government  to  Micbilimarkinac  in  ten 
days.  The  British  post  of  St.  Joseph's  might  then 
have  been  surprised  and  captured,  and  llio  Indians 
ever  ready  to  join  the  strongest  party,  would  have  sided 
with  08 1  Maiden  wouhl  have  fallen  without  a  struggle^ 
the  country  would  have  risen  In  oar  behalf*  tlie  enemy 
would  have  been  driven  bac  k  upon  Ff»rt  George*  and 
millions  of  property,  thousands  ol  11  v  s  and  tlie  honour  of 
uur  anus  would  have  been  sav<Ml.  Rtit  by  ifje  blind  negli- 
gence of  the  executive*  and  the  ioiprudencc  or  irea<  hery 
of  a  confidaiMy  the  enemy  were  enabled  to  aaticij^te  his 
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Mf  lliccrnrc  in  ihe  norths  aiitly  yii  isiiittuc;'  the  command-  CH\P. 
in^  iiiiicer     bt.  Joseph  annoifrirr«i  the  doclpiKation  qf^v 

prft^llW»lll|ffijp  ilfcliibBatlirmi,atli^  jom  the  stan-  >i»ckiiMe. 
dmf^  of  the  enemy  in  honles,  descend  the  aiid  at- 

tack MS  ill  tVoni,  llaiilv  and  rnar ;  the  war  transferred 
to  our  o\Mi  territory,  i\\v  <  apitui  of  the  frontier  ia  ialliA» 
our  GOfiBl«3E,ilMjQSiri9^^^^  »n  fought,  and  «  cnvel 
irarfm  w  (^jA«ipJii;rlbat||iHurtei^  varied  sii|»9tiN 
for  nme  ,tli«ii  ft^mi^  iM^iths  expense  of  much  blood  and 
nai^  milUonfi.  ThesA  facte  require  no  illustration,  they 
are  fresh  in  eicrv  pri-^on'g  meni<»i'\,  l)(it  lollow  in,^  ex- 
trails  iV  uTi  my  letter  to  tiie  secrrtary  ol  war,  and  o£ 
Lieutenaiit  Uaiipk^«^#|fA  S^r  Qeori^c  Pt^vosi^'a  to  Ihur 
Buperiorsy  9?jp«fui«Kt4wppi'ob&ttiiii  of  the  conduct 
of  the  war»,j|(ni{e<||P#l^.ti#  i^  neglect  of  President 
Mndison*  and  establiiih  the  justice  of  iny  deductions^ 
jfuundcd  ou  ti/t^  cata^opiM)  uf  MiLiuimiackinac* 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  General  fyilkinsoii  to  llie  secretary 
^  of  war,  dated  JVew  Orleans,  May  23rf,  1813. 

In  the  mean  time*  I  beg  yon  to  nnderstand,  tbat  with 

my  lights  on  the  subject,  I  disapprove  of  every  step, 

Trliich  has  been  taken  against  the  Canadas,  and  it  will  be 
diHicuit  to  |;et  ri^hi,  however  plain  the  road.'' 

•  The  fact  ihat  the  <  ncmy  was  apprised  of  the  dcclarrai on  of  war 
at  Maiden,  nine  days  bctbre  our  post  at  Detroit,  is  unquestionable; 
and  it  has  bft;n  repeatedly  and  pnblicly  ikclarcd,  without  .iny  uttempt 
to  refute  the  fact,  iliai  a  li;Ucr  bearing  the  signaiui-c  ol  :i  minister  of 
the  cabinet  was  lor  a  limL  arrested  in  the  post  olTicc  ut  Detroit,  whicii 
hud  bcui  broupht  to  il.  it  place  by  an  expi  ess  or  by  mail,  from  a  mer- 
chant in  one  of  our  seaport  cities  ;  this  letter  is  stated  to  have  been 
exhibited  to  a  brave  officer,  then,  it  is  believed,  in  commiiid  at  diat 
post.  Colonel  Jesup,  who  teeing  the  signatoveof  a  aunitter,  conaidti^ 
ed  himaeif  as  baund  to  respect  it  The  name  of  Colonel  Jesup  ia  not 
Uied  wi|)i  hia  knowledge,  nor  privacy,  norhaithe  author  ever  conven- 
ed with  him  on  the  aubject;  but  from  a  reliance  on  his  known  honour, 
that  he  would  contradict  it*  if  the  faeu  he  not  true  Mr.  Abbott  the 
post  maater  at  Detroit,  Captain  Oufgan,  of  the  quarter^master^s  de- 
pomneBt,  and  many  otheri^  it  i«  said,  saw  the  letter. 

you  t  4  B 
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,  XiiL    fyiracl  of  a  letter  from  UeuUnant  Sawikst  laU  commawt- 

ant  of  JlichilimackuiaCf  to  General  Hull,  dated  BtlroU, 

«SlP, 

M I  take  the  earlicat  <i|i|iort«iilfy  to  aei|MM  yoiip  ex« 

cellency,  of  the  surrender  of  the  garrison  of  Michilimac- 
kinac  onder  my  command,  to  his  Hritannic  MajrstY's 
forces  under  the  command  of  Gaptain  Charles  Hoherts, 
m  the  17th  ultimo*  On  the  I6th»  I  was  infonied  that 
ieveral  nations  of  Indians  then  at  St  Jeae]ib»  and  a  Bii- 
tisli  detadinenty  distant  45  m9es»  intsiided  Is  nidce  an  nn* 
"mediate  attack  on  Michilimackinac,  I  accordingly  dts- 
patclicd  Captain  Daurman  to  St.  Joseph's,  to  watch  the 
Indians ;  he  embarked  about  sunset  and  met  the  British 
Ibrces  within  10  or  15  niiies  of  the  isinndy  hgr  whom  he 
was  made  prisoner^  and  pnt  on  his  parole  of  honoar.  He 
was  landed  on  the  island  at  day-lnwalL^  with  posKive* 
orders  to  give  no  intelligence  whatever;  he  was  also  in- 
structed to  take  the  itihabitanU  oi  the  village,  indiscri mi- 
nately^  t4>  a  place  on  the  west  side  of  the  island^  wliere 
their  persons^  and  property^  would  be  protected  by  a  Bri- 
tish gnardf  but  shonld  the^  go  to  the  fort^  they  wonld  he 
snhjeet  to  a  general  massacre  hy  the  savages,  which 
would  be  inevitable,  if  the  .qai  rison  fired  a  gun.  This 
information  1  received  from  Doctor  Day,  who  was  pass- 
ing through  the  village,  when  every  person  was  flying 
Ibr  refuge  to  the  enemy.  Immediately  on  being  informed 
of  the  approach  of  the  enemy*  I  placed  ammunition,  &e* 
in  the  bloci^  bonscSf  ordered  every  gun  to  be  chai^ped#and 
every  preparation  for  action.  About  9  o'clock,  I  could 
discover,  Lhattlie  cneiii}  were  in  possession  of  the  heights* 
that  commauded  the  fori,  aud  one  piece  of  their  artillery 
directed  to  the  most  defenceless  part  of  the  garrison* 
The  Indians  at  this  time  were  to  be  seen  at  the  edge  of 
the  woods.  At  half  past  11  o^clocl;^  the  enemy  sent  In  a 

*  The  occupancy  of  this  position,  the  author  recoiniDeaded ia  Us 
mffmoir  m  1799a  and  sevexai  timea  siQce« 
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landt  to  Ilia  Britannic  Majesty^a  Ibrccs.  Sir»  was 
thifrtnin^nmuilionlhadef  UteiedaraHomqfiamrf  Ihad 
however  anticipated  it,  and  was  as  well  prepared  to  meet 
inch  a}i  rvt  rjt,  as  I  possibly  could  !iave  been  witli  the 
force  under  my  commaudt  aau>anting  to  67  effectiTo 
men  inducing  ofiocn.'* 

Mxtract  of  a  letter  from  LieuUmmi^general  Sir  Oeorge  Frt*  « 
iwit  to  if  art  Baihiwnt,  «m(ary     slaU$  fir  war,  ^» 
dated  Mmiradf  i26iA  JBtuguitp  1816* 

"  In  these  measures  bo  was  most  opportunely  aided  by 
the  fortunate  surrender  of  Fort  MichilimackinaCf  which, 
giving  spirit  and  eanlldence  to  the  Indian  trihes  in  its 
n^ghhrnnrhoodf  fMVi  of  whom  asristsd  in  its  capture,  de« 

lermined  them  to  advance  upon  the  rear  and  flanks  of  the 
American  army,  as  soon  as  they  heard  it  bad  entered  the 
province*'' 

Bdbra  I  stBp  from  thii  tlieatre  of  war.  It  is  im  to  a  gUnd 
truth  and  Jnstkef  and  may  fhmish  a  nseftoi  lesson  to  Ha^^ison's 
tlie  youth  of  milltar)^  aspirations,  that  I  should  take  a  intlitar|r 
glance  at  General  Harrison's  career.  T!»e  distinc- 
tion acquired  in  the  vigorous  affair  of  Tippicanoe,* 
and  in  the  obstinate,  gallant  and  triumphant  deibnce  of 
Fort  MelgSy  were  consecrated  hy  the  cspture  and  dlspor* 
sion  of  General  Proctor's  army ;  the  death  of  the  formi- 
dable Indian  commander  Tecumsch  ;  and  the  subjec- 
tion of  the  savage  hordes,  who  had  contributed  essentially 
to  stain  the  honour  of  the  American  arms,  which  was 
thus  wiped  off  by  the  humiliation  of  the  confederate  band, 
that  had  infested  our  north-western  frontier.  Tet  these 
meritorious  niilitai-y  services,  afUi  having  received  the 
plaudits  oi  the  ^iddy  mnltitude,  and  more  than  once  ex- 
torted the  parsimonious  praise  of  President  Madison, 
could  not  protect  their  author  against  congressional  in«* 
trignes  and  ministerial  jealousy ;  and  President  Madison 

*  *  I  destroyed  this  ladiao  emporium  in  ir91,  yiih  «  corpi  of  350 
mililia  from  Kcntuckv. 
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CRAP,  calmly  beheld  the  officer,  whom  he  had  deservedly  cnla 
j^ised,  tfirust  out  ol"  the  service  by  the  usurpations  of  h\s 
wai*  minister,  to  which  it  would  have  been  dishonourabio 
to  aubmit,  Sacb  apfttby  and  indifference  to  the  foettngs 
and  honour  of  those  he  was  bonad  to  protect*  was  enough 
to  have  chtlled  ardour»  repressed  hononrable  eniaiation» 
and  palsied  the  exertions  of  patriotism.  Thank  God,  we 
have  |iassed  thepainlnl  crisis;  aud  \vt  it  bo  htjped,  that 
the  demoralizing  system  which  has  so  severely  atliicted. 
the  body  politic^  will  terminate  with  the  power  of  its 
patron. 

If  my  reader  will  accompany  me  down  Lake  Brie  to 

the  straits  of  Niaj^ara,  the  same  scenes  of  executive 
ignorance  and  imbecility  will  be  pi  t  serited  to  him.  We 
shall  there  find  a  heterogeneous  assemblage  of  citizens 
and  soldiers  of  various  denomlnationSf  from  the  aara* 
strained  volunteer  to  the  regular  recmit  for  five  yean» 
without  organization  of  any  kind,  commanded  1»y  gentle- 
men who  had  to  learn  their  duty ;  and  unprovided  with 
the  munitions  of  war,  even  to  the  indispensable  arlic  le  u\ 
provisions.  From  such  unseasoned  matcrial% it  was  un- 
reasonable to  expect  that  a  solid  superstructnre  couid  he 
immediately  erected;  hut  those  who  had  the-directhm  e( 
the  war*  who  had  never  witnessed  the  diflleulties*  nor  ex- 
perienced the  vi(  issitudesof  military  operations,  were  im- 
patient for  triuin[)lis,  because  they  had  predicted  tliem. 

Major-general  Dearborn  had  been  placed  in  the  com- 
mand of  the  northern  frontier  early  in  1812^  with  views 
^!    ;  -  to  the  invasion  6f  Canada;  but,  if  I  am  rightly  inibrmedl^ 

tier  oi  the  9^0^^ 

state  of  without  being  furnished  with  any  plan^  genera!  or  parU- 
HeirYork.  ^„|j^,.^  or  any  indic  ation  of  the  course  whicli  mi^ht  pro- 
bably he  pursuoil,  for  the  direction  of  his  operations. 
Lake  Cbamplain  presented  tbe  great  military  highway 
to  the  centre  of  the  enemy's  province^  and  the  American 
settlemrnts  at  the  foot  of  that  lah:e  were  remote  and  es« 
posed;  the  general  therefore  judiciously  determined,  to 
take  his  first  position  wiiU  the  regular  rt'cruits  in  that 
quarter;  but  in  the  progress  ot  the  campaign,  the  mis- 
fortune at  Detroit^  put  the  western  frontier  of  the  state 
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1^  Nim'<York  in  clati^r^  and  in  deiecl  ui  regular  troops,  chap.  ^ 
the  gM^l  called  od  tbmW^^'^^M  the  state  for  a 

to  ciHuply  with  the  reijiiilillom>  and  Major-general  g^,^*^^*^^ 
St<'plit  n  \  kiii  R(^nsfwla?r        selected  Tur  cnminajid. 
The  oiutives  ot  iiua  bdt^tion  were  equivocal,  iiul  in  re-  TiTjolf 
latfon  to  the  public  service  it  was  well  judged,  because  of  fC'^iterai 
the  amiabledteFatillil^ 

diacRtbnf  ttoJMKtli^^  hpmudraiijd  i^jtmib 

resoloUofi  of  this  officer.  /  Bat  General  Van  Rensselaer  v 

was  opposed  in  poiiiiLii  to  Governor  Tompkins,  hjkI  I  Kid 
dittercd  also  with  him  in  o|j4jnun  ah>  in  Uiu  ^^p^dieucjr  of  ■ 
tlie  var;  and  at  Ibe mme  time  they  were  rival  candi- 
ditas  for  the  goyarMiutt af  linD^umtei  in  the  apicitof  tha 

ttmea,  whea  aUnoal  ayi^^lwMte*  f^aiatcd  by 

iDterested  ititiigue,  the  suggestion  may  not  be  uncbartta- 

blc,  that  this  comni;Aii(l  ^\.i.s  oflV  i-cd  to  G<  uci  al  \  liens- 
bclacr,  in  tlie  expcctaiiun  that  ho  wuulii  and 
that  bis  ret\isal  would  affecibia  popularity.  But  tiiis  vir-  . 
taons  cttiaanir altbpygb. m  poamaion  qi'  tbe  fiiat  ..iialri<^^^ 
nonial  eatata  mjmmc^  fmd  in  tbe  .aiy^iymant  Qlt^aracy 
blessing  wbtd^  ^an  waaien  doneatlc  lifa>  noiwitbalwid- 
ing  his  opposition  to  the  policy  of  the  war,  was  too  sen- 
sible ol'Uic  oliliL^iilMii  wiiu  li  liu  to  his  cuiiiiti'v  and 
its  goverjmMiUtf  to  pau^e  a  muutcul  iui  Uie  course  he 
aboiUd  pttraue.  He  received  the  orders  of  General  Dear* 

bom,  uid  (TOi^ipap^M^li^^  accom- 
panied by  CoLSbloniop  Van  %nsfl«4lV|rt  a4|utant  general 

of  the  state  of  New  York,  of  whom  I  most  be  permitted 

to  s,iv  a  few  \vori!s«    Tliis  hi:;li  luiuduU  i^ilizcn  soldier^ 
(tammrahb^  n^aftf  made  i)i$i 4^yjciate  in  anus  uoder 

By,wiera»  IV  j»  i^et^C  drayopM  more  t!i  n.  twenty 
y^iun|befipfe»  aod^at.tlu^  was  disUnguished 

.  for  bi'scoolness  and  IntrepiiHbr  in  action.  His  lather  bad 

served  as  ;l  lieutctiunt  colonel  in  the  revolutionary  war, 
and  fought  and  bird  \'nv  his'  rountry  in  'Iil'  affair  near 
Fort  Ann,  against  the  9lh  Britisli  regiineni  ot  iiilantry, 

in  17771  be  IvMl  tfmftmi  bia  spirit  aad  pathottam  into 
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xiir.  ^^Q^^  faiigbt  with  iOMgfroid,  and  bM  with  CMiplnctBef • 
^"^^"^"^  jilmng  by  regular  pnmiotlon  to  a  tn>op,  he  was^^parliaH 

lai'ly  noticed  by  Greneral  Washington,  and  raised  to  the 
cominand  of  a  squadron  ;  but  lie  was  amorii^  the  disband- 
ed at  the  reduction  oi  ISOQ ;  and  after  that  period »  ai« 
ihough  anxMHie  for  •  militafy  apf^mtment,  to  wbidi  ii6 
wqM  hMm  done  imnonr*  bis  paiiticst  as  agml  fedmdiity 
ojipoBed  an  insnperabie  bar  to  lua  appiicatione. 

On  reaching^  L  tica,  Gcncr.il  Van  Rensselaer  was  call- 
ed to  Sacketl'fci  Harbour*  by  a  l  uinoui-  of  the  movements 
of  the  enemy  m  tbat  quarter,  and  from  tfeence,  after  a 
abort  baity  be  procaedad  to  Qgdeniibnrg»  whera  CoionsI 
Van  Reus*  Van  Bcnaaaiaar  pngectod  n  haodmne  aafteffpiw>  wbieb 
^jcct  foiled  Ibroagb  the  want  of  a  Ibw  r^^^nlar  tmopa^  n» 
y*"**  armed  vessel  of  the  enemy  lay  alongside  a  wharf  adjom- 
iug  the  British  magazines  at  Prescott,  on  the  opposite 
abofe*  Colonel  Van  Jjanaseiaer  propsood,  with  IdO  a^mp 
to  ascend  the  StLafwreace  four  er  fife  nritos  after  nlgb^ 
areaa  tbe  rlTert  laU  down  nbder  tbe  Canada  abere^  tabt 
poaaeaafen  of  tbe  bniidinga  and  carry  tbe  veaael,  board- 
ing her  by  land  and  water  at  the  same  time.  Volunteers 
from  the  militia  turned  out  for  the  cnterpnze  at  evening 
roii  call,  but  at  midnight  Ibey  had  changed  tbeir  niindfly 
and  aa  tbey  Mieved  there  existed  no  competent  aotb^ 
lity  to  order  thett*  beyond  tbe  llaibi  of  tbe  atato^  this  fea- 
aiUe  project  was  abandoned* 

From  Ugdensburgh  General  Vaa  Rensselaer  returned 
to  the  southward,  and  established  his  head  quarters  at 
Lewistowny  on  tbe  strait  of  Niagara**  whilst  (xeiwral 
Smyth  of  the  continental  8ervice»  was  ordered  to  tako 
post  in  tbe  Tkdnity  of  Black  Bock,  at  tbe  bead  of  thi> 
strait.  This  aasoolatlon  was  nnfortimate,  as  the  latter 
gentleman's  high  military  pretensions  could  not  be  re- 
conciled, to  the  command  of  a  militia  general  on  his  firet 
tour  of  duty,  however  respectable  as  a  citiaen ;  and  R 
is  presumed  this  temper  prodnoed  a  spirit  of  insubor- 
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ieirwHje  ,-ii>»{^<|ic|jftBNlntgr  ywo— sensibility^    liUtt  ^ 
camjiaigii^ll^Ml^^         the  iii^  Iwr^ff^W 
tfoope^  and:  tli^^iM^i?'         j  of  tbe  y«ia««rf  r«tntf 

it  was  October  before  Genfi'al  Van  Rensselaer  found  him- ' ' 
sell  in  lopcc  to  vvan'aiit  cTflFensive  operations.    It  appeal's  General 
tJiat  at  this  period  his  Boiicitudii  iuv  his  own  rcputaltony 
and  more  espqcsMlir  |he  interests  of  the  service  and  the  dilates  a 
bonour  of  ikt^  t^^t^l^jf^^  biro  to  strike  at  the 

enemy.  Porsuanl  i^^lliietQlyeet»  on  the  5th  of  October^' town, 
he,  by  letter,  required  a  conference  with  Brigadier-^ne-" 
ral  .SmjuIi,  ami  the  €ainnian«1ioc^  oHirprs  of  cni  ps  umlcr 
iiis  immediate  orders.  Mc  addt^i^iied  Majui-^^eticral  iiaU 
to  Ibe  same  effect;  and  after  these  preliminary  stejis,  on^' 
the  8thy  he  made  the^QolMrbi^iitierestiiig  oommunication 
to  the  comm^ndcrio  chie£t r  ^  -  > 


the  call  of  my  coantry^  1  took  the  field  to  fiurm  and  disci-  that 
idine  an  army»aBd  toahape  and  direct  a  campaign  on  the 
▼ery  extensive  frontiers  of  thin  state.  This  senicey  even 

in  prospect,  pi  raented  innumerable  difliruUiei?  and  em- 
barrassments. Thus  far  I  have  met  tUciu  iu  that  manner 
which  my  own  mind  juslifies,  and  1  trust  my  country 
will  approve.  After  a  general  review  of  our  frontiersi 
my  own  judgment  did  not  suffer  me  to  doobt^  that  the 
Niagara  river  must  be  the  scene  of  our  decisive  operap 
tions,  and  I  selected  this  nci|;i;hbourhood  as  the  place  best 
adapted  to  our  measures^  ami  iiere  encamped. 

«  Well  knowing  that  the  duties  oi  Uio  station  which 
yon  hold  were  complicated  and  embarrasstng*  1  have  pa- 
tiently endured  mucb^  that  the  affairs  of  my  department 
might  embarrass  you  the  less.  The  crisis  through  which 
1  have  passed  for  the  last  month,  has  been  trying  indeed; 
particulars  upon  this  occasioii  are  nniiccessary ;  but  the 

result  has  justified  my  measures^  and  1  am  satisfied.  Yet 
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CHAP.  I  am  well  aware,  tliat  any  merit  which  may  b©  attach^ 
to  this  negative  service,  will  not  satisfy  tlie  expectations 
^^"^^^^  of  mj  country:  to  have  barely  escaped  disaster  will  not 
be  thought  enough :  the  object  of  the  war  remains  imao- 
complishtdy  a  new  crisis  is  opening,  and  as  in  it,  yott 
Sir,  as  well  I,  have  a  deep  stake  of  responsibiltty,  I  shall 
witlj  j2;reat  fpfi'dnin  state  to  you  a  number  of  facte,  submit- 
ting  my  opinions  connected  with  lbero>  and  with  deference 
leave  the  general  conclusion  to  your  own  judgment;  and 
as  the  honour  and  interest  of  the  United  States^  yonr  own 
character  and  mine,  are  most  inHmately  connected  in  tho 
subject  of  del  ibo  rat  ion,  I  hope  and  trust  it  may  receivo 
all  the  attention  wl.irh  its  iinpoi  tam  e  mrrits. 

"  I'he  United  States  declared  tlie  war.  One  army  has 
surrendered  in  disgrace*  and  another  has  but  Uttie  more 
than  escaped  the  reiteration  of  the  blow.  The  nattonal 
character  is  degraded,  and  the  disgrace  will  remain  cor- 
ruilinp;  the  public  feeling  and  spirit,  until  another  cam- 
paign; unless  It  he  instantly  NNipeci  away  Ij}  a  brilliant 
close  of  this*— >A  detail  of  particulars  is  needless ;  youp 
Sir»  know  service.  Our  best  troops  are  raw;  many  of 
them  dejected  by  tHfe  distress  their  families  suffer  by  their 
absence^  and  many  have  not  necessary  clothing:  we  are 
in  a  cold  country,  the  season  is  far  advanced,  and  un- 
usually inclement  J  we  are  half  the  time  deluged  wvUi 
rain.   The  blow  must  be  struck  soon,  or  all  the  toil  and 
expense  of  the  campaign  go  for  nothings  and  worse  than 
nothingf  for  the  whole  will  be  tinged  with  dishonoor. 
With  my  present  force  it  would  be  rash  to  attempt  ofll^n- 
sivc  operations.    1  liave  only  1,700  effective  men*  of  the 
militia  on  this  whole  line.     The  regular  tron|Js  have 
nearly  all  arrived  in  the  vicinity  of  Buffaloe«  except 
Schuyler's  regiment.   The  hatteaux  have  not  arrived^ 
and  1  learn  they  very  naiTowly  escaped  the  Royal  George 
at  the  mouth  of  Genesee  river,  where  she  had  just  cut  out 
the  schooner  Lady  Murray,  and  a  revenue  cutter.  But 
two  or  three  companies  of  the  Pennsylvania  troops  had 

*  Hit  lemfoeeeineiits  had  not  then  arrived. 
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arrived  at  Bufialoc,  when  I  received  my  Ismi  advice  from  chap. 
tlicnce. 

«  Loder  these  circumstances^  and  the  impressions  ne* 
ceasarily  resolting  from  ihem,  I  am  adopting  deciaive 
measures  for  clostDg  the  fall  campaign;  but  shall  wait 

your  approbation  of  the  plany  and  the  arrival  of  the  com- 
petent forco  to  execute  it.  I  luivc  summoned  Major-is^c- 
ncral  ilally  Bi  ii^adier-general  Smj^th,  and  tlic  coimuan* 
dauts  of  the  United  States  regiments,  to  meet  me  on  a 
consultation;  and  1  am  well  aware,  that  some  opinions 
entitled  %.great  respect*  will  be  offered  for  crossing  the 
Niagara  a  little  below  Fort  Erie,  and  pursuing  the  march 
down  the  river.  1  think  this  plan  liable  to  u\.u\y  objec- 
tions. The  enemy  liave  woi  ks  at  aliuoiit  every  point>  and 
evan  an  inferior  force  might  liold  us  in  check,  and  render 
our  march  slow;  bjr  taking  up  the  bridges  at  Chippewa, 
they  might  greatly  embarrass  us :  the  cleared  country  is 
but  a  mile  .or  two  wide»  one  flank  would  be  constantly 
liable  to  be  galled  by  Indians  frotn  the  swainps;  for 
a  considerable  distance,  the  rapidity  of  the  current,  and 
the  height  of  the  banks,  render  tratiiiportatiun  across  the 
river  Impracticable;  of  course^  our  supplies  must  follow 
the  line  of  march*  with  the  trouble  and  hazard  of  them 
every  day  increasing ;  and  should  the  enemy  retreat  from 
General  Harri^nn,  tliey  would  huvf  a  jjouble  object  in  in- 
tercepting our  switi^ries:  and  by  falling  on  our  rear,  and 
cutting  off  our  communication,  we  might  experienc  o  the 
fate  of  Hull's  array*  Besides  these  and  many  other  ob* 
jectionsy  there  is  no  object  on  that  side*  until  we  should 
arrive  at  the  commanding  heights  of  Queenstown^  which 
are  opposite  my  camp. 

The  proposal  which  I  shall  submit  to  the  ronni  il, 
will  be,  that  w<^  immediately  concentrate  the  regular  force 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Niagara^  and  the  militia  herOj 
make  the  best  possible  dispositions^  and  at  the  same  time 
the  regiUan  shall  pass  from  the  Fcur  MUe  creek  to  a  povst 
in  the  Ttar  of  the  works  of  Fort  George ,  and  take  it  by 
storm:  I  wiiL  pass  the  river  Jicre^  aid  aifry  Uie  hci^lit^  of 

VOJW  I.  4  C 
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CHAP    queenstowiu   Slioulcl  we  succceily  wc  sball  effect  a  great 
' '     d iscomfiture  of  the  enemy*  by  breaking  their  line  of  com* 
municationi  driving  their  8hi]iping  froni  the  mouth  of  this 
river*  leaving  tlicm  no  rallying  [loint  in  this  part  of  the 

country,  appalliii.e^  tlic  minds  of  the  Canadians,  and  uppn- 
ins;  a  wide  and  safe  ( ommuiiication  for  uursupplit  s  j  u  c 
sliall  save  our  own  lanii — wipe  away  part  uf  the  score  q£ 
our  past  di8grace«*-get  excellent  barracks  and  winter 
quarters*  and  at  least  be  prepared  for  an  early  campsdgu 
another  year.  As  soon  as  the  result  of  the  council  shall 
be  known,  I  sliull  advise  yiui  ui  it.  i  lia\  e  receivrd  }uur 
letter  of  the  C9tli  ultimo*  and  shall  a(  tjuatnt  Mr.  Ilcurison 
wilh  your  direction*  1  regret  the  slowness  of  the  maiJ» 
I  have  furnished  an  escort  for  it  from  this  to  Buflbloe* 

«  W  ilU  great  respect  and  cunsiUeration,  &c« 

STEPHEN  VAN  RENSSELAER. 

Han,  w^ajor-general  Dearbmu*^  ci 

jodirment    From  this  letter  it  will  appear  to  any  professional  man 

displayed  acquainted  with  the  country,  and  the  circumstances  of 

in  Ihf  plan      *  • 

of  attack,  the  enemy  at  the  time,  that  ;iltli(Mii;ii  General  Van  Rens- 
selaer was  not  professionally  a  military  man^  he  rcasutis 
very  much  like  a  soldier;  his  point  of  attack  was  select- 
ed witli  masterly  judgment«  because  from  its  apparait 
difficulty,  it  was  the  least  suspected,  when,  in  fact,  the 
counter  ( iirrenls  under  the  op])osiU'  shores,  and  the  nar«- 
ruNvness  of  the  river,*  renihvred  it  tlie  i)referahle  tiMvcrsc; 
and  as  to  tiie  plan  of  the  eiiterprize,  whidi  he  had  Jinalljf 
determined  oih  it  was  so  simple  and  so  jierffc^  that  an 
act  of  God  alone  could  have  prevented  the  soccessy 
which  would  have  reflected  honour  on  a  master  of  the 
trade. 

If  the  reader  will  cast  his  eyes  over  the  map.  No.  15, 
he  will  i>erccive  General  Van  lienssckcr*s  camp  at  Juisw* 

m 

*  Three  hundred  and  fifty  yarda  wide. 
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istown  (B),  from  whence  a  road  (M  M)  had  been  cut  chap. 
by  his  ordert  six  miles  through  a  Mrood  t»  (N),  at  Four  ^^'^ 
Mile  creek»  whero  sixty  batteaux  lay  etiulppMl  for  ser-  ^^^^'^ 
vice  ;  (him  whenco  it  is  four  and  an  half  miles  by  water 
to  Fort  George,  under  a  high  bank,  which  conceals  tiie 
movement,  until  the  boats  turn  the  p  mnt  ul  Niai^ara. 
The  ground  is  so  much  elevated  at  LcwisUiwn  and 
Qneenstown,  that  it  may  be  called  a  mountain;  it  is  an 
immense  platform*  which  overlooks  the  plain  below  until 
it  is  terminated  by  Lake  Ontario ;  of  consequence,  every 
movement  fW>m  Fort  George  would  have  been  under  the 
Generars  eye,  as  \v<  II  as  tijat  of  the  officer  at  Fort  Nia- 
gara.   It  was  General  Van  Rensselaer's  intention,  to 
have  marched  General  Smyth,  and  or^c  thousand  five 
hundred  regular  troops  to  the  mouth  ol  the  Four  Mile 
creek»  by  the  new  road  (M  M)f  cut  for  the  purpose* 
there  to  have  been  held  in  readiness  to  embark  at  a  mi- 
nute's notice.    Quucustown  uas  then  to  be  attackfi),  and 
as  it  wa.s  guarded  by  Vm>  coiDiiariK'ii  yi"  llic  iLiUi  rei^iment 
with  a  party  of  militia  and  ladians  only,  it  would  have 
been  carried*  with  the  battoiy  on  the  heights,  as  afler* 
wards  happeqed.  These  eperaitlons*  within  hearing  of 
Fort  George*  could  not  fiul  to  draw  forth  the  garrison  to 
sustain  the  post  of  Que^nstown,  and  repel  the  invaders; 
and  as  soon  as  tlie  British  column  was  discovered  in 
motion,  General  Smyth  would  have  embarked  by  a  sig« 
nal«  and  when  it  approached  Queenstown  he  would  have 
been  ordered*  by  a  courier*  to  proceed  to  the  attack  of 
Fort  George,  which  could  not  have  been  anticipated  mora 
than  twenty  minutes,  and  being  deprived  of  its  garrison, 
resistance  would  have  been  vain.    In  the  spirit  of  these 
memoirs,  1  shall  forbear  to  condemn,  except  when  urged 
by  facts.  That  so  feasible  a  plan*  and  one  of  such  im- 
portance to  the  national  honour  and  interests  should  have 
failed,  was  to  be  deplored*  and  the  occasion  certainly  pre- 
sented a  lair  subject  for  inquiry;  because  It  could  not 
have  happened  without  some  fault,  which,  for  the  good 
of  Uie  service  should  have  been  ascertained*  especially* 
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cnAP.  wheti  General  Van  Rensselaer  licticd  investigation  ;  but 
^^^^     the  crooked  policy  of  a  corrupt  cabinet  will  nut  bear  in- 
^^"^^^^  qttlrj»  except  when  it  is  deemed  neceseary  to  bunt  down 
obnoxious  individuals* 

Disappointed,  by  causes  he  could  not  controul,  in  the 
'  meditated  attark  on  tfielUii  of  Or  tuber,  to  which  the 
impatience  of  the  militia  had  compelled  him  to  assent,  he- 
fore  his  measures  were  matured;  and  not  having  beard 
from  Brigadier^general  Smyth  ou  the  tUh»  in  answer  to 
bis  note  of  the  5th ;  General  Van  Rensselaer  hoped  the 
temper  of  the  troops  would  allow  him  time»  to  repeat  his' 
summoTi.s  lor  a  consultation  with  the  most  experienced  of 
his  officers,  who  lay  near  Buffaloe,  with  the  internum  to 
carry  into  effect  his  original  design ;  but  tiic  ardour  of 
those  under  his  immediate  ordei'Sy  had  been  heated  by 
disappointment!  and  numbers  now  proposed  to  him  Una 
alternative,  of  inarching  against  the  enemy  or  marching 
home.  In  such  a  dilemma  he  could  not  hesitate,  and 
on  consulting  the  principal  officers  of  his  camp,  and 
finding  them  earnest  for  an  immediate  attackf  he  de» 
termined  to  carry  the  works  of  the  enemy  on  the  morn- 
ing  of  the  ISth,  before  day ;  having  the  evening  before 
received  a  reinforcement  of  d50  regular  recruits,  under 
Lieutenant-colonel  Christie,  who  volunteered  liis  ser- 
vices. 

Afi'/ir  of  Mo  fault  can  be  found  with  the  plan  of  attacic,  except 
Qiieens.  deficiency  of  transport^  which,  consisting  of  thir> 

under  teen  batteauxy  limited  the  assaulting  party  to  800  non- 
Vun  "luns-  <^<>inmissioned  officers  and  privates ;  and  this  defect  is  as^ " 

saluer.  cribcd  to  the  deficiency  of  competent  means  in  the  quar- 
ter-master's dej):irlinent.  The  einliarivation  was  to  have 
taken  place  on  the  morning  of  the  12th,  before  day,  in 
tiie  following  order,  vi».  Colonel  S.  Van  Rensselaer  with 
300  militia.  Lieutenant-colonel  Cliristie  with  300  regu- 
lars; the  whole  commanded  by  Colonel  Van  Rensselaer: 
Lieutenant-colonel  Fenwick  and  Major  iMnllaoy,  were 
to  full(*\v  wilh  about  550  regular  troops*  and  somt'  pieces 
of  flying  artillery,  and  tlicu  the  militia  accordiug  to  ordei'* 
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The  attacking  ijarty  was  iurmed  in  i^ood  time,  and  chap. 
marcikcd  off  by  liles  abreast^  Lieutenant-colonel  Christie  ^^^^* 
leading  the  regulars^  and  M^jor  Morrison  the  militia. 
When  he  arrived  at  the  hank  of  the  river.  Colonel  Tan 
Kcnsselaev  halted  the  detachment,  and  descended  with 
Major  Lush,  and  Lieutenant  Gansevoort,  who  acted  as 
Ills  aids,  to  src  Ifie  boats  arrangt?d,  and  IV>i  [ued  in  two 
divisions,  one  for  the  regulars,  and  the  other  tor  the  mi- 
Utia$  aa  it  was  ii^ended  their  (embarkation  should  be  si- 
multaiieouSf  as  MKin  ftis  craft  would  snflioe  to  receive 
them  $  hut  in  desdisndittg  thb  hank  by  a  narrow  path, 
which  had  been  dii^  out  of  it,  the  r<  j^ular  troops  got  pos- 
session to  the  t5XLluS!on  of  th^*  niiiilia,  and  the  necessity 
occurred  of  counterrnaiching  a  \\?.vt  ot  the  regulars^  or 
embarking  the  whole  in  the  first  instance^  and  to  save 
time  the  latter  plan  was  hdnyted*  and  Major  Morrison 
ordered  to  follow  wltli  the'  mlHtia  In  the  return  boats. 

Colonel  Van  Rensselaer  had  examined  the  bearings  of 
the  enemy's  heavy  battery,  on  tlie  mountain  at  (G),* 
and  that  of  one  gun  below  Queenstown  at  (L),  and  per- 
ceived that  hy  crossing  the  river  near  the  gorge  of  the 
mojmtainf  he  should  in  a  great  measure  escape  the  range 
of  their  shot;  he  accordingly  made  his  traverse  at  (0), 
and  landed  on  a  narrow  beach  under  a  steep  bank  of 
forty  feet  elevation  ;  but  untoi  tmutU'ly  three  of  the  boats 
which  put  off  with  Idm,  bearing  Lieutenant-colonel  Chris- . 
tie,!  Captain  Lawrence,  and  a  suhalteni^  whose  name  is 
not  kaowttf  returned  without  the  orders  of  Colonel  Van 
Rensselaery  and  carried  back  seventy*llve  of  the  detach- 
ment, wliit  li  too  sensibly  impaired  his  force;  hut  t/ie  re- 
treat of  thin  party  produced  a  most  pemictous  effect  on  titc 

*  See  the  Map,  tfo*  15. 

I  Colonel  Chrbtie^  whose  iugh  standing  as  an  officer,  placed  hit 

courage  above  suspicion,  i>  wo  more;  but  Captain  Lawrence,  who  lives, 
and  13  second  to  no  officer  of  his  grade,  alleges,  I  understand,  iliat  he 
retreated  by  order  of  Colotiel  Christie     At  all  events,  no  satisfactory 

reasoa  tuis  been  ^iveo  for  the  boats  not  proceeding. 
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CHAP.  mUiliaf  paiiicularlij  as  if  made  no  immediate  attempt  tg 
effect  a  passage.  The  natural  rcflectiqn  produced  by  this 


spectacle  in  the  minds  of  the  yeomanrjr  was»  if  tfae  re- 
;g^ilar  troops  cannot  cross  the  river*  surely  it  cannot  be 
expected  of  as.**  Thousands  of  spectators  were  Io<ik  In^ 
on,  and  thvvc  am  be  no  doubt  that  the  incident  staggered 
their  resolution. 

The  narrowness  of  tfie  river^  without  the  agency  of 
spies,  would  necessarily  warn  the  enemy  of  the  move- 
menty  and  they  were  prepared  for  Van  Rensselaer's  re- 
ception.  Their  force  at  Quecnstown  when  the  attack 
Was  made,  consisted  oT  two  rompanir??  nf  the  4-9th  rv^'i- 
ment,  [  stipj)ose  one  hundred  and  sixty  men,  with  a  party 
of  miiltia  and  a  few  Indians  who  resisted  their  landin^^ 
th^  ascertained  Van  Rensselaer's  approach  by  the  sound 
of  his  oarSf  and  opened  their  fire  from  the  top  of  the  baiik» 
as  soon  as  they  could  discern  his  movements,  by  which 
LitMjtcniint  I{;i(hbonc  was  inuj'tally  vvciunded  on  board  of 
Colonei  V  an  Rensselaer's  boat.    The  landing  was  ef- 
fected with  225  men,  wlio  formed  under  a  Tory  wans 
Account   fire»  climbed  tiie  bank  and  routed  the  enemy  at  the  poist 
aid '^^^  of  the  bayonet)  without  firing  a  shot ;  but  in  this  opera- 
wounded,  tton  Ensi.<^n  Morris  was  killed,  and  Captains  Malcoloi, 
Armstroni^  and  Wool  were  wounded,  and  a  number  of 
men  killed  and  wounded  ;  Colonel  Van  Rensselaer  him* 
self  was  peruiiarly  unfortunate,  and  to  tlie  accident  which 
befel  him,  the  day's  disaster  may  be  partly  attributed  ; 
he  received  one  ball  in  his  hip  which  passed  out  at  his 
spine,  two  in  his  thisrh,  one  of  which  lod^^ed,  two  in  iiis 
leg,  and  a  sixtd  (oiitused  liis  heel;  he  however  icept  his 
feet,  and  the  enemy  having  fled  towards  the  town,  he  or- 
dered Captain  Wool,  the  senior  officer  capable  of  duty^ 
to  ascend  the  mountain  and  carry  the  battery;  giving 
him  a  direction  for  his  movement,  by  which  he  would 
avoid  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  artillery;  plai  in.:;  Lieutenants 
Randolph  and  Gansevoort,  who  volunteered,  at  the  head 
of  the  little  column,  and  Major  Lush,  another  vuliyitoer^ 
in  the  rear,  witli  orders  to  put  to  death  tl|e  first  man  who 
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should  fall  back.  During  this  time  he  had  concealed  his  ctiap. 

woimds  under  a  great  coat,  borrowed  from  Major  Lush,  XHl. 
aad  nvIkii  llic  parly  had  filed  off  beiiac  him,  im  longer  ^^^'^''^^  '* 
able  to  sup^Mirt  himself,  he  fell  to  the  ground.  It  was 
just  then  clear  day-li^litt  and  he  found  hioiaclf  amongst 
the^woundedy  the  dying  and  the  dead ;  a  crnst  of  bread 
and  some  water  furnished  hy  one  of  the  former,  prevent** 
Cil  liim  iVom  fainting;  the  anguish  icsukiiig  horn  his  t 
uouiiils  and  every  selfish  h  cliug,  was  biUnced  hy  the  coii» 
templatioti  of  the  sufferings  of  his  wounded  corupanionSf 
bat  even  these  lost  moch  of  their  interest»  when  put  In 
'  competition  with  his  anxie^  for  the  safety  and  success^  of 
the  gallant  detachment  he  had  ordered  to  the  heights.  It 
pleased  however  the  great  Uisposer  ui  events,  that  this 
anxiety  should  be  short-liveil,  and  for  the  blood  he  had 
thus  spiUed  in  his  counti^'s  cause,  he  was  remunerated 
by  the  consoling  shouts  of  victory.  I  had  marked  this 
patriot  soldier  some  eighteen  years  before»  when  « the  cal- 
low down  had  scarce  began  to  shade  his  cheek,  and  call 
him  man,"  giving  earnest  ol  luture  promise,  and  assert- 
ing claims  to  future  fame ;  I  beheld  huu  in  a  gallant 
cliargc  at  the  head  of  his  troop,  shot  through  the  body^ 
and  with  the  blood  oozing  from  liis  lungSt  still  smiling  with 
complacency ;  yet  since  the  days  of  General  Washington^ 
nor  the  blood  of  the  father  nor  the  son  has  found  grace 
in  the  eyes  ui  the  executive  ;  and  ainidhl  thousands  of 
ofliccs  which  have  been  indiscriminately  lavished  on  the 
worthy  and  the  worthless,  this  i'aithful  citizen  and  ho- 
nourable man  lias  not  been  deemed  worthy  ^of  atten- 
tion. 

The  sequel  of  the  affair  of  Queenstown,  about  which 

we  have  hcanl  almost  as  much  misreprcseniation  and 
folly  as  about  the  batllc  oj'  iindgtwater^  will  be  best  de- 
scribed by  an  extra^^t  from  the  official  letter  ol  General 
Van  Renasalaer;*  and  tlie  following  report  of  Captain 
Wool  will  put  to  rest  severad  controveited  points. 

*       Appendix,  No.  XVI. 


Digitized  by  Google 


MEMOIRS  BY 


CHAP:  / 

i(  JDcar  6kV, 


«  I  have  tbe  honour  to  commonicate  to  yoa  the  circom- 
stances  attending  the  storming  of  Queenstown  battery  on 

the  ISth  instant ;  with  those  which  happened  prsTiousljr 
jou  aie  alieiidy  well  acquainted. 

In  pursuance  of  your  onkr,  we  proceeded  round  tiie 
pointf  and  asccudod  the  rocks,  which  brought  us  partly 
in  rear  of  the  battery.   We  took  it  without  moch  resiot* 
ance.  I  immediately  formed  the  troops  in  rear  of  the 
battery  and  fronting  the  village,  wlien  I  observed  Gene- 
ral liroi  k  with  his  troops  formed,  consisting  of  four  com- 
panies of  the  49th  regiment  and  a  lew  militia,  marching 
for  our  letl  flaniK*   1  immediately  detached  a  party  of 
160  meUf  to  taite  possession  of  tbe  beigbts  above  (^oeens- 
town  battery,  and  to  hold  General  Brock  in  check  ;  bat 
in  consequence  of  his  superior  force  they  retreated.  I  sent 
a  reinforcement,  notwitlistandiiig  whicli  tlie  cnemv  ilvvic 
us  to  the  edge  of  the  bank,  when  with  the  greatest  exer- 
tions we  brought  the  troops  to  a  stands  and  ordered  the 
officers  to  bring  their  men  to  a  ohMgOy  as  soon  as  tbe 
ammunition  was  expcndedf  which  was  executed  witbseuie 
contusiojj,  and  in  a  few  moments  the  enemy  retreated.  We 
pursued  them  to  the  edi?e  of  the  hcic;hts,  when  Col.  M*Bo- 
nald  had  his  horse  shot  from  under  him,  and  himself  mor- 
tally wounded*   In  the  mean  time  Greneral  Brocks  in  at- 
tempting to  rally  his  forces,  was  killed,  when  tbe  enemj 
dispersed  in  every  direction*   As  soon  as  it  was  practi- 
cable, I  formed  the  troops  in  a  lino  on  the  heights  front- 
uii;  the  village,  and  immediately  detached  flanking  par- 
tics,  which  consibfed  of  Captain  Maciiesney  of  the  fUh 
regiment.  Lieutenant  Smith,  and  £nsign  Grosvenor  witii 
a  small  detachment  of  riflemen,  which  bad  that  moment 
arrived ;  at  the  same  time  I  ordered  Lieutenant  Cranse* 
Toort  and  Lieutenant  Randolph  with  a  detachment  of  ar- 
tillery, to  drill  uui.  uu  eighteen  pounder  which  had  ucen 
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previously  spikedt  and  if  [M>ssible  to  bring  it  to  bear  upon  chap. 
the  vHlagt^.  Tbe  wnanded  and  priaonera  I  ordered  to 
coUflctedy  wk  mt  to  the  guard  hooae.  J&mi  tins  Um,  "^^''^^^ 
whM  woi  hitmeen  ihim  mid  four  o*doek  in  the  ajlemothh 
IJeutenant'CoUmtl  Christie  arrivedf  tmd  took  the  command. 
He  rinlered  me  across  tUc  river  to  ^2;et  niy  woimrls  dress- 
ed. I  remained  a  short  time.  Our  flaiikin.^  {iarties  had 
been  driven  in  by  the  Indiana*  but  General  Wadawortb 
and  other  ofllcen  arri?iiigy  we  had  a  short  skirvmh  with 
them*  and  they  retreaMy  and  I  crossed  the  river. 

"The  officers  cn.^^ed  in  stormiiij*  the  haltery  were 
Captains  Wool  and  Ugihie ;  Lieutenants  Kearney,  IIu- 
gonint  Carr  and  Sammons  of  the  13th  regiment;  Lieute* 
nanta  Ganaevoort  and  Randolph  of  the  light  artillery, 
and  M%ior  Lush  of  tlift  ttiKtiii. 

«  I  recommend  to  yonr  particular  notice  Lieutenants 
Randolph,  Carr  and  Kearney,  for  their  brave  conduct 
exhibited  during  the  whole  of  the  action. 

I  have  the  honour  t^  be, 

«  Your  most  ob't  humble  8erT% 
«f  JOHN  £.  WOOL, 

«<  tkiptain  t$th  BegL  Inf. 

^«  Colmd  8,  Van  RemsdaerJ* 

The  names  of  the  ofiicers  who  accompanied  Colonel 
Van  Rensselaer  on  this  hardy  enterpriae,  deserve  to  bo 
engraved  on  the  scroll  of  ikme»  for  anrmonnting  obata* 
dea  almost  lAsuperabley  In  the  face  of  a  determined  ene- 
my»  under  a  heavy  five;  and  dislodging  and  pursuing  a 
superior  force^  composed  of  two  companies  of  the  49th 
British  regiment,  advantageously  posted,  with  a  body  of 
auxiliary  militia  and  Indiana :  it  was  indeed  a  display  of 
intrepidity  rarely  exbibtledf  in  wkkb  the  conduct  and  the 
ezecutloA  were  equally  conspicuous.  Here  tmie  valour, 
ao  often  mistaken  for  animal  courage,*  was  attested  by 

♦  In  the  American  service,  temerity  is  too  often  taken  for  bravery; 
yet  the  distinction  beu  ecu  ihcm  is  as  wide  as  beivvccn  blmdiiesi  and 
fiuoil*   Uanhftl  Saxe,  wUcn  a  ^  ouili,  was  seen  to  court  danger  in  tbe 
battle  tifMalpla^t,  and  aftarwards  at  the  si^gc  of  Betliune  in  FUn- 
vol*  I.  4  D 
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Xlll. 

lieflec- 
tions  on 
the  affair 
of  Queens 
town. 


Conduct 
of  Pre  si- 
dent  Ma- 
dison. 


BIEMOIliS  BY 

an  appeal  to  the  bayonety  wliick  decided  the  conOict  with* 
out  a  shot  It  must  not  lie  forif^ttra  that  225  men  ac- 
complished what  600  were  Intended  to  achieve;  and  the 

reader  \\\\\  bear  in  mind,  that  wiHi  the  aingle  exception 
ol  t  <»l<»ni  l  \  an  Ri  iissrlacr,  it  was  the  first  military  com- 
bat in  which  either  men  or  officers  liad  been  eng^ap^ed — ► 
Under  all  the  circumstances,  and  on  the  scale  of  the  upe- 
ration,  the  impartial  soldier  and  competent  judge,  will 
name  this  brlUiant  aflTair  a  chefiPmm>rc  of  the  war. 

Yet  we  heard  of  no  mark  of  distlnctiom  no  hononiry 
promotions  on  the  occA.sioii;  the  cflicac  y  of  brevets  had 
not  then  been  discovered,  nor  had  it  beco»ne  iH'ressary  to 
cover  the  disgrace  of  the  cabinet,  by  raising  up  idoJs  fur 
the  adoration  of  the  people  $  but  if  the  emutivc  could  for 
a  moment  have  for^tten  that  Gen.  Van  Banaeelaer  wa9 
a  federalist,  and  opposed  to  Governor  Tompkins  ea  a 
f  antlidate  lV)r  the  (government  of  the  state  of  New  York, 
his  reltictancc  to  ivndcr  comniuo  jiisti(  e  (o  the  {h  uk  ipal 
actors  in  this  .s^alhint  scene,  would  have  been  counteract- 
ed by  the  sell'  evident  policy,  of  exhibiting  it  to  the  coun* 
try  in  its  true  light— by  contrasting  it  with  the  melan* 
choly  tale  of  Detroit:  thns  dissipating  the  gloom  that 
hun^^  over  the  soldiery  and  the  country,  ami  shewing 
them  what,  deeds  Americans  were  still  cajjable  of  per- 
forming. It  is  true,  complete  success  did  not  ulUmateiy 
crown  this  enterprise  ;  but  two  great  ends  were  obtained 
for  the  country— it  re-established  the  character  of  the 
American  arms,  and  deprived  the  enemy,  by  the  death  of 
General  Brock,  of  the  best  officer  tl»at  has  headed  their 
trooj)s  in  Canada  throut^houl  the  w  ar.  and  with  Ui&  loss 
put  an  end  to  their  then  brilliant  career, 

I  proceed  to  discharge  a  pleading  ofl9ce,  by  statinj^ 
tlmt  the  officers  who  accompanied  Colonel  Van  Renasa* 
lacr,  were  Major  of  brigade  Lush,  of  the  militia;  laeute- 
pants  Eandolph  and  Gansevoort,  volunteers  from  thp 

dert,  for  which  |ie  was  complimented  by  the  tribe  of  eouitiera.  This 
flrcw  from  fiHnce  Eugene  the  following  wholesome  admonition:  " 
lemertK  ne  fiassera  pas  jtow  bravoure,  vous  ne  deves  pas  Ifss  qinfon. 
drp ,  car  te^  cofwioi^ors  ne  s*y  mepread^t  pas," 
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light  artillery ;  Lienlemmt  Rathbone  of  tlie  lieavjr  artl^*  chap. 
Icry ;  Captaiaa  Malciilni»  VSSiol^  Anaatrong  aad  Ogilvtet    ^ ' " 
and  LleataMtits  Reamey^  Sammoaa,  Carrand  Hii{;onin» 

ami  Ensign  Muriin*  ol'  Hh'  13iU  infantry;  of  wlioni  two 
wei*e  killed  and  ■  four  were  wounticii.  The  cuiispicuuua 
gallantry  of  Lleutonant  liandolpii  attracted  the  attention 
of  the  eamyf  and  endtad  ttie  admiration  of  his  breUiren 
in  anna. 

Things  turned  oat  exactly  aa  General  Van  Rensselaer  Movement 

liiiil  antictpateii.  (jciu'ImI  SheaD'ts  wlio  sucteeilcd  to  tl»e.  |*^yfroni*' 
conuuand,  on  fimliiig  tiiai  tlie  forcii  at  Queenstowii  had  t'uia 
been  routed,  aiid  General  Bi*ock  killed,  stripped  Fort^^*^' 
George  of  its  garrison*  and  leaving  it  in  charge  of  the 
ordinary  guard,  marched  against  the  invailera;  and  if  a 
great  part  of  the  mttltla  had  not  violated  their  promise, 
and  abandoned  their  duty,  he  niii;,liL  have  been  c  rush- 
ed in  fifteen  minutes,  and  the  peninsula  would  have 
fallen  into  oar  hands,  in  tliis  state  uf  things,  an  ex* 
perlenced  offloer,  on  seeing  Sbeaflfo  advance  and  file 
off  Arom  the  direct  roots  towards  SL  David,  by  q  g,*  in 
order  to  avoid  a  conflict  In  ascending  the  mountain, 
would  have  met  him  at  that  point,  where  ho  could  have 
been  repulsed  witli  half /numbers;  or  havin:^  made  the 
previous  arrangemcot  with  his  officers  for  tlie  coup,  as 
floon  as  Sheaffe.had  reached  St.  David's,  he  would  have 
precipitated  himself  upon  Fort  George,  by  tlie  direct 
road }  and  leavint?  the  enemy  four  or  five  miles  in  his 
rear, could  have  taken  the  place  before  tliey  could  have  suc- 
coured it,  and  turned  their  own  guns  u[)()n  tlieui.  A  sin- 
gle rcilection  would  have  justified  the  attempt. — WiUiout 
retreat*  the  American  detachment  could  not  avoid  an  ac- 
tion, and  by  the  abandonment  of  the  militia*  were  ex- 
posed to  defeat,  from  which  the  capture  of  Fort  George 
alone  could  save  tliem.  It  they  it  ad  iaklcd  in  liie  attempt, 
their  misfortunes  would  nut  have  been  increased ;  but  the 
chance  was  in  their  favour^hey  might  gain  much,  and 
could  lose  little. 


•  Sec  Ado.  No*  XV. 
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CHAP.      By  some  persofw  Gem  Van  Rensselner  was  cwwamd  fttt 

liis  conduct  on  this  occasion  ;  but  Uiis  was  moiv  Vtic  effect 
Beflec-  party  autiimsil y  tlian  any  just  .ground  of  condfaiiiatKin. 
tiuns  on  In  entering  upon  his  commandy  hen  a  rival  of  the  Gover* 
duct  of    i^*'^  ^®  Buccefliion  to  the  govemnen^  he 

General    cvinced  blfl  disitttomteil  patrietiflnit  and  exposed  himself 
^euLr  and  to  ^reat  hasard  in  point  of  reputation ;  fir  it  is  a  Mr 
thc^Ti'    P''**^"'"P^''^"»        't:  was  not  Governor  Tompkins's  in- 
*  teution  by  tlie  selection,  to  strengthen  the  intertsih  of  his 
opponent,  as  this  gentleman,  "witk  a  themmmA  amiaifU^  ka* 
murabk  amd  gtmermtM  ^uaHHUf  could  not  he  eaperied  lo 
commit  political  anicide.  Advocate  as  I  am  for  tlie  700* 
manry  of  my  coontry,  I  can  find  no  exrase  tbr  the  coa« 
duct  or  Llic  militia  on  that  occasion.    By  imperiously  tfe- 
roanding  the  attack  on   Queenstown,  they  virtually 
pledged  themselvea  to  support  it.  The  attack  v^as  made, 
but  their  pledge  remained  unredeemed  |  it  in  In  vain  that 
we  search  for  the  canee. 

The  army  on  the  strait  of  Niagam  conid  have  been 
assembled  for  offence  only:  thereture  General  Van  Rens- 
selaer, in  making  the  attack,  fulfilled  tlie  obligations 
of  duty  and  tiic  views  of  the  government.  The  ad- 
joining return*  taken  fh»m  ofilcial  documents,  will  ahew 
,  that  his  force  was  more  than  aafiksent  for  the  oocaaioi; 
and  if  Uamable  at  all,  it  was  in  yielding  to  the  alternative 


Return  of  the  Troopg  vndirr  the  command  of  Mt^vr-general  St»pilm 
Van  Rertfxelaer  of  the  JV«w  Torlr  MtUtiOt  Utad  (^tutrttn^  LnmUmm 
October  Uih,  1812. 
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|ire<ipn tedr4a Mm  ^ faUo w  citizcni  «9d  teUowaoldlMt  GHap. 
before  to  jiiifartiliiiiw  witiwftwt  toem  jwlssMtl  j«|  ^^^^ 
under  tlie  «tfti^HmMlMirf9  of  the  openHfoi^tti  to  u 

tYiey  have  roarlu'd  my  kn(»wled|::e,  iftlie  milkla  had  been 

f  ill  f  M  il  I  lo  tlieir  engagenietit^,  nml  true  tu  llicmsi'l  ws,  the 

\v]      ini-ltt  have  passed  liie  strait  bernrc  the  arrival  of 

the  Briiiiih  colif  nit)  unikr  Genermi  SlM^affei  vIkmi  libey 

iDi|i;ht  have  cat  off-  imm  iFoit  Geofusef  and  captiijpeil  or 

destroyed*  after  ifWeli»      samnder  of  tlio  fort  votild 

hav  n  become  a  matter  of  form. 

Gen.  Van  iltn^sclat  r  rrsi^ncd  hiscomnKUid  sitnii  afK^r  Gcner*i 

this  affair, aud  was  succeeded  by  Brig.  Gen,  bmytli,  vvlio  ,elaerr^. 

aeems  to  have  commoacid  a  zealous,  but  short-lived  ra-r  signs  his 

reer ;  aeveral  acends  CMe4>aFlueli  excited  niacb  pofHilar  ^i^^ 

interest,  but  of  tliea»«gF  ialbraation  does  not  wanrant  a  ^^cded^bj 

simrle  important  fact;  were  I  however  to  liazard  an  opi-  smyth. 

uiou,  ii  should  b*'  tinii  Ins  (fcsic^ris  wwc  a.ilriotH",  liut  lhat  Miltreit- 

ment  of 

Iiis  ardour  obacurcd  his  judgoieut^  and  that  he  was  more  the  Utter 
indiscreet  than  culpable;  he  was  embarrassed  extremely  p^^^l^j*^^ 
'fi*om  the  insuQIciearjr  of  hia  auppliesf  and  the  conftlets  of 
avarice  a.i^ainst  biaeflbrts  to  provide  from  other  aourceB; 

nnt  so  vviih  I'l  csident  Madison — who  liad  placed  General 
Smyth  in  trusl,  yrt  stiflVi  f d  liini  tu  he  rondemned  with- 
out a  hearing*  notwilkatanding  his  earnest  solicitations 
for  an  inquiry.  I  trust  I  abaU  be  supported  in  the  aeoti- 
ment,  that  neither  poverty  nor  miafortune,  should  bar 
the  portals  of  justice  against  any  eltiaen  of  these  states, 
and  that  tlic  matjistrate  who  peM[)its  it,  ii>  unwui  thv  uf 
ptihiii  favour  or  public  cuofiucuccj  and  disgraces  his 
station. 

The  nest  incident  worthy  of  note*  and  of  which  I  feel 
myself  authorised  to  take  a  summary  view»  Is  the  affair 
at  Ba<:kett*8  Harboury  which  occurred  on  the  20th  May^ 

1813.  When  Major-funeral  Dearborn  sailed  from  that 
place  against  York  in  Upper  Canada,  he  requested  Bri- 
gadicr-generat  Brown  of  the  A'cw  York  militia,  to  take 
the  command ;  and  this  rrqiiest  was  seconded  by  LIcute* 
nant-colonel  Backus  of  tlie  Ist  li^ht  dragooasy  the  senior 
fIBcer  at  the  Barbour.    Qaneral  Brown  accordingly 
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CHAP,  took  the  command  on  the  morning  of  the  28th,  and  tho 

Y  III 

same  day  the  enemy's  squadron  from  Kin^qston,  drove  in 
Lieutenant  Chaunroy  who  commanded  a  h)ok-out  vessel, 
and  soon  after  appeared  ofiT  the  Harbour  with  a  number 
of  boats,  making  indications  of  an  intention  to  land;  but  it 
seems  they  were  diverted  from  tliis  purpose,  by  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  number  of  batteaux,  approacliing  coastwise 
with  troops  from  Oswego,  a  number  of  which  wei*e  driven 
on  shore,  and  some  of  the  men  taken ;  after  which  tho 
squadron  came  to  anchor  between  Horse  Island  and  Sto- 
ney  Point. 

The  garrison  of  the  place,  at  that  time,  consisted  of  a 
detachment  made  up  from  the  1st  regiment  of  light  dra- 
goons, the  light  and  heavy  artillery,  the  9th,  21st,  and 
23d  infantry,  and  a  party  of  United  States  volunteers,  of 
which  the  following,  with  the  exception  of  the  voluntecr9» 
is  a  correct  return.  • 


»i  Report  of  tlie  number  of  ojicevt  and  men  brought  into  action  at  Sack~ 

etCs  Harbour,  Maij  ^9th,  1313. 
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Lt.  Dragoons 

1 

6 

1 

1 

8 

26 

31 

4 

1 

1 

7 

223 

1 

313 

Lt.  Arlilllcry 

4 

5 

4 

1 

120 

134 

Heavy  dillo 

1 
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9lhJ*21stlnf. 

1 
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23d  Inf. 

'> 
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Volunteers 

Xo  return. 

Total 

1 

8 

2 

] 

24 

51 

6^1 

4 

1 

1 

12 

614 

1 

787 

THOMAS  ASI»1NWALL,  .Vu>r,  9M. 


But  the  volunteers  under  Ltcutcnant-colonel  Mills,  of 
w  hom  I  have  no  retuin,  may  be  reckoned  at  1  lieutenant- 
colonel,  1  major,  6  captains,  6  lieutenants,  an  adjutant^ 
and  about  150  non-commissioned  ofliccrs  and  privates, 
whose  numbers  were  increased  in  the  coui'sc  of  the  28th, 
by  the  adjacent  militia,  to  about  500  men.  The  volun- 
teers had  in  the  first  instance  been  stationed  on  Uorsc 
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Island,  to  oppose  a  navcd  invasionf  but  were  withdrawn  ;  ciiAP. 
and  before  day  light,  on  the  morniniv  the  29th,  tliis  ^^^^Z!^ 
body  of  500  yeomeoi  under  the  imioediatc  orders  of  the 
General*  were  posted  behind  a  sharp  ridge  of  soil,  sand 
and  gravel*  thrown  up  by  the  surge  of  the  lake  near 
the  Yolniiteers  being  on  the  right  near  the  cabin  and 
the  militia  on  their  left  and  inc  lining  to  the  ivar,  -with 
one  or  txvo  pieces  of  artUlery  near  the  heacli,  southward  of 
the  bar*  which  connects  the  island  with  the  main ;  but 
there  was  neiikttjfi^^  barbelU  nor  cowotrt  battery  of 
awif  kind*  The  rig^b^^recrmtSf  under  Lleutenant-cblo- 
nel  Backus,  were  formed  near  their  camp  adjoining  the 
village,  at  a  mile  distance,  with  tlie  intervention  of  a 
forest,  and  therefore  could  not  in  any  military  sense,  bo 
called  a  second  line;  indeed  the  line  of  volunteers  and  mili- 
tia at  the  water's  edge  fronted  to  the  northward*  and  that 
of  the  regidars*  looked  to  the  sontliward.  In  the  twilight 
the  enemy  were  perceived  approaching  Garden  Island* 
2  or  3  miles  from  the  shore,  and  after  firing  several  can- 
non and  making  some  equivocal  demonstrations,  as  to  their 
point  of  debarkation^  they  directed  their  course  around 
Horse  Island  in  a  a*  landing  a  light  party  on  the*  island^ 
and  advanced  with  their  boats*  directly  to  liie  spot  whelm 
the  volunteers  and  militia  lay  concealed ;  on  taming  the 
northern  point  of  th(  island,  they  cheered,  fired  a  heavy 
gun  or  two  from  their  armed  boats, and  pressed  on  to  it; 
and  when  they  had  approached  within  sixty  yards,  the  mi- 
litia rose  np*  fired  a  volley*  and  all  fled  In  confusion*  by  o 
0  Of  and  the  bridle  way  g  g,  excepting  about  eighty  men* 
who  were  rallied  by  Captain  M<Knitt*  a  valiant  officer* 
and  took  post  behind  a  lari^e  fallen  tree,  at  d,  in  the 
rear  of  a  small  field  c  c,  where  they  were  joined  by 
General  Brown*  and  cxchangexl  three  or  four  rounds 
witli  the  enemy  as  they  debarked  $  but  being  pressed  by 
superior  numbers*  they  followed  their  companions*  ac- 
companied by  the  General*  whose  whole  attention  after- 
wards appears  to  have  been  directed,  to  the  re-assembly 
and  formation  of  to /ugi^ives*  somewhere  about  the  spot 

«  See  Atbt,  No.  %, 
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So  far  my  inforiDatioti  is  derived  from  General  Browi| 
bimsf  If*  is^iven  to  me  on  the  spot*  in  th^  presence  of  Gq<« 
vernor  Lewln,  in  August,  1818 1  but  it  will  be  seen  that 
this  account  is  void  of  trutby  and  that  the  volunteers  ander 

LieuUuant-rolnnel  Mills,  seconded  by  Major  Herkijneiv 
fired  three  roimils  upon  the  enemy  <lid  not  retreat, 
iintil  they  were  within  three  rods,  and  then  by  order  o£ 
the  commanding  offlrer  after  the  desertion  of  the  militia. 
It  will  also  apfpear  In  the  following  sheets*  th|ii  th^  ga|». 
lent  little  corps  skirmished  with  the  enemy,  as  they  ((41 
tack  upon  the  left  of  the  regular  ti'Dops,  undi  r  Lieute- 
nant-colonel Backus,  where  they  formed  and  ff)ught  to 
the  termination  of  the  combat.  And  tiiejitatenients  wbicii 
fbllowy  are  founded  on  the  reports  of  several  of  the  gen- 
tlemen who  were  engaged  on  that  daj»  and  are  1  beliera 
In  the  main  correct* 

After  the  flit^ht  of  the  militia,  the  enemy  completed 
their  debarkation,  funned  column,  sent  out  flankers  and 
advanced  slowly  by  a  narnjw  wagon  road>  / /» flanked  oa 
the  right  by  a  thick  woodt  and  on  the  left  by  a  perpen* 
dicular  bank  of  ten  or  fifteen  feet.  They  were  engaged 
in  their  advance  by  the  volunteers  and  by  Major  Laval, 
with  the  di.s;nounted  dragoons,  and  other  ^nu  liea  fi  um  tlje 
reia^uhir  troops,  who  skirmislicd  and  necessarily  foil  hark 
before  unequal  numbers;  as  soon  as  the  enemy  reached  tlic 
cleared  ground  r  r  n  they  displayed  in  n  n»  and  attacked 
the  regular  troops  with  vigourt  then  formed  in  I  n|  tha 
dragoons  on  the  right  in  or  behind  a  ditch,  which  had 
been  cut  as  a  drain  to  the  lake,  the  infanti  v  on  the  le/r, 
in  front  of  the  west  end  of  the  barracks,  k  /v,  and  the  vo- 
lunteers fell  in  on  the  left  of  the  whole.  Tlie  enemy  press- 
ed forward  with  their  wonted  gallantlT't  and  in  the  first  in.* 
etance^  directed  their  chief  efforts  against  the  dragoansy 
and  were  repnlied ;  the  attack  was  renewed  n^ain  and 
again  witliont  making  any  general  iiupressiun  un  the  Ame- 
rican liui  ;  at  h  n.qth,  when  the  cumliatanls  appeared  to  be 
balancing;,  and  a  party  of  Americans  had  given  way,  and 
had  thrown  themselves  into  the  open  log  barrackf  x,  from 
whence  iheygaUed  the  enemy  ^  Captain  Graj^  acting  de- 
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puty  quarter-master  gtneraJ  of  the  expediiiont  made  an  ch  ap. 
iBtepid  posh  at  Uiis  bafrack  and  fell  within  15  yards  of  it, 
imd  Boon  after  tlM  enemy  retreated  in  disorder.*  Here  tlie  ^'^'^^'^^ 
finj^cr  of  Heaven  was  displayed  in  our  protection,  for 
Iiowrvcr  resolute  the  conduct  of  our  recruits,  tlicy  were 
nearfy  exhausted^  and  were  outnumbered  |  and  if  the 
eaeoiy  had  persevered  twenty^minutea  longer,  the  sloop 
of  war  General  Jfik»t  and  our  depot  at  Sacketfs  Har- 
liour  wonid  have  fatten  iato  their  hands* 

This  was  a  close  contest  of  near  an  hour,  highly  ho- 
nourable to  the  arms  of  the  United  States;  for  if  our 
accounts  of  the  enemy^s  force  may  be  relied  on,  iiv- 
ferlor  Bankers  of  raw  recruits,  who  bad  never  looked 
an  enemy  in  the  fiuse^  and  a  amall  pajpty  of  Tolunteersy 
not  only  kept  their  gronnd  against  \'eteraa  troops,  hot 
repulsed  them  with  loss  and  disgrace.  I  respect  ilic 
character  and  feelings  of  every  honourable  soldier, 
(there  never  should  be  a  dishonourable  one,)  and  tliere- 
^re  in  applying  the  last  expressionf  I  place  my  jus- 
ilfieation  in  the  Gv-cwnatance  of  wonnded  men  and  offi- 
cers heing  left  on  the  fields  when  there  was  no  imrauit. 

But  in  describing  the  conduct  oi  this  engagement,  jus-  Gener*l 
tice  to  those  who  won  and  deserve  to  wear  the  laurels,  as  ^nJuct 
well  as  my  respect  for  truth,  oblige  me  to  pronounce  that  ^^^^ 
Brigadier-general  Brown  did  not  share  the  perils  or  the 
Kenionr  of  the  combaty  and  that  he  took  no  direction  of 
the  regniar  troops,  until  the  enemy  had  retreated,  when 
Jic  rode  up,  and  triumphantly  claimed  thecummand. 

I  have  had  these  facts  from  so  many  oflicers  who  were 
in  that  action,  that  I  cannot  question  their  truth,  and  tor 
testimony  will  refer  to  the  conrageous  veteran.  Colonel 

*  I  hare  understood  from  good  authority,  that  Sir  George  Prevost, 

who  was  in  the  rear,  ordered  the  retreat,  when  Lieutcnant  colonel 
Drummontl  of  the  )04th,  who  was  afterwards  killed  Fort  Erie, 
stepped  up  to  him  and  observed,  "allow  me  a  few  nimuie%  Sir,  aiul 
I  will  put  yoii  in  posiicssioM  of  the  place,"  to  which,  Sir  Gcorg-c  re- 
plied, "obey  your  orders,  Sir,  and  learn  the  first  duty  of  a  soldier.** 
Sir  Janu  s  Yen  was  also  averse  to  the  retreat,  and  the  occiision  pa\*e 
rise  lo  the  aiumubily  winch  afterwards  existed  between  those  oiBcer*^ 
and  drew  on  Sir  George  the  contempt  of  the  army, 
vot,  1.  i  E 
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CHAP.  Laval,  and  that  independent,  gaHant,  honourable  gfmtfo- 
^^^^J^  man.  Captain  Hai^*  late  of  the  tat  dragoons,  wlio,  as  weft 
as  other  officers,  has,  I  understand,  even  ifiieseioned  the 

coura^^e  of  tfie  commander  in  chief  on  that  orcaBiun. 

This  WR8  a  memotablo  day,  and  a  triumphant  one 
alsu.  Tlie  stake  contended  for  was  iinmcnsc;  tor  if  the 
enemy  had  prevailed,  and  the  sloop  of  war  Pike  had  heea 
destroyed,  we  must  have  taken- a  long  ikrew«l  of  the  aope^ 
riority  on  Lake  Ontario.  I  therefore  can  find  no  eacnao 
for  the  conduct  of  President  Madison,  whom  we  havesince 
behehl  dissipatin.q  witli  prodigality  aJI  tUv  honours  he 
couUl  bestow,  without  distinction  of  talents,  integrity  or 
worth,  until  men  of  honour  have  been  disgusted;«-4ii6  at* 
tributes  of  rank  have  lost  their  diatinction,  grades  hara 
been  confounded,  and  an  officer  hardly  ktaows  bin  at^ 
tion,  wlictlitr  upon  the  riji^ht  (»r  the  left.  Pardon  me*— 
IVe  did  hear  of  one  cxti  anrdiiiary  mark  of  honour,  to 
render  sacred  the  commemoration  of  Uiat  datf;  it  was  the 
r.tntnl  appfiininiient  of  Jacob  Brown,  eai|,  to  the  grade  of  a  Bii- 
promo-  i^ier-general,  ever  the  heads  of  the  meritoiious  Caving- 
ton,  and  the  colonels  of  tlie  whole  arn^  ;  and  thus  the 
reward  due  to  tho  memory  <il  Liciitenant-rulnnel  Backus, 
to  Major  Hcrkiuirr  and  his  volunteers,  and  to  Majors 
Asptnwall,  Laval  and  Lucket,"^  with  their  j^aDant  as- 
aociates,.  Captains  Hayne,  Haig,  Crooker,  Heftma  wA 
Halsey,  Lieutenants  Kran,  Birch,  Lava]>  and  a  long 
list  of  brave  and  honourable  men,- whose  names  I  know 
not,  were  conferred  on  a  man  who  did  nut  possess:  a 
good  social  character,  a  notnrioiis  smvs:s^ler,  from  \\hofn 
the  soldier  of  pride,  and  men  of  sensibility  and  iio- 
nour  are  now  obliged  to  receive  orders— and  for  whai^ 
Was  it  for  running  away  with  the  militia,  and  aban- 
doning his  artillery  ?|-4br  herein  is  comprised  all  tho 
military  merits  of  the  chief,  on  that  d  13,  which  1  can 
diticovcr ! ! !    Thesiti  aie  thy  works — this  tiiy  measure  of 

V     *  lie  had  hh  horse  killed  under  bim. 

t  Sip  George  Prerost  in  his  general  order  claims  three  pl^oei  ef 
artilleiT. 
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joidce— O  Pmideot  MaiUsoii ;  for  which  posterity  will  chap. 
jremembertliM.'  vJ^IIIL. 

The  wretched  stair  in  which  I  found  the  army  and  all  ^.^^ 
Its  dfifiartnieiits  and  depndencies^  on  my  art*i%  al  at  Saclc-  eum*  ^ 

et  -s  Harbour,  late  in  Auejiist,  1813,  arter  a  journey  un*dS?* 
isao  miies,  Irotn  the  southy  uill  be  rx posed  in  detail  in  ^^ich 
the  third  volame  of  these  memoirs ;  and  when  all  the  ctr^  assumed 
ommlanf  es  are  candidly  eiamined*  I  trust  it  will  appear  ^^** 
to  impartial  pnsteritVf  that  I  perforaied  my  duty  with 
B^al  and  fidelity;  and  ^  ith  as  much  effect  as  Cfxih)  be  ex- 
pec  UcJ  from  an  officer  the  prey  of  a  grievous  and  unre- 
lenting disease,  i  had  been  opposed  to  the  conduct  of  the 
wtsTt  snd  was  now  opposed  to  the  project  of  the  campaign^ 
hat  my  jadgment  was  coiMroUed  by  the  anterior  decisioB 
of  the  cabinel.  Amhitiony  a  «eal  fur  the  service,  and  • 
reliance  on  my  go(»(l  fortune  aiul  re,<*()urce,  outweighed 
the  cautious  cocinrils  of  circumsprrtiiHi,  and  I  enii  nd 
upon  the  rnminan<U  >n  opposition  to  the  admonition  of  oiy 
Most  faithfai  friends.  1  was  aware  of  the  dire  responsibi* 
lity  which  the  public  sentiment  had  creaied/bnt  felt  my* 
self  armed  against  eonsequenceSy  by  the- presumptuous 
conclusion,  that  if  i  did  not  succeed,  I  could  escape  the 
censures  of  lite  inconsiderate  and  malignant,  by  the  sa» 
crifice  of  my  life.  I  was  unconscious  of  the  impiety  of 
the  reflectionf  wliich  I  deplore,  and  for  which  I  received 
the  ehastissment  of  a  jtmt  God,  who  so  disposed  things 
as  to  prevent  the  one  and  tl*«  other. 

On  ar  iiviiij^  at  S.tt  ki  tt's  llarboui',  from  Foil  (ji  orj^o.  His  stit© 
in  October,  I  was  c<»ivinced  nty  debility  rendered  me  in-  thl? 
capable  of  the  salutary  exercise  of  military  command  <>r  the 
bat  I  could  not  absolve  myself  from  it,  without  the  for-  s»Mdto. 
felture  of  ray  commission.  I  again  permitted  my  judgment 
to  be  overruled,  and  while  confined  to  my  bed,  suflered 
myself,  without  a  Biispit  ion  of  the  ( ircumstanccs,  to  be 
•mbarked  with  a  corps  cbar.^ed  with  deleterious  matter^ 
generated  by  polsonoos  provisions,  which  was  soon  con* 
Tcrted  into  a  mass  of  floating  disease;f  and  when  the 

*  Sec  the  testimony  of  ^oloiiel  WiktbAcbt  vqI.  iiii  Mid  the  report  of 
Pr.  W.  M.  Jtosi,  in  the  appendix  lame  volume. 
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criAP.  time  arrived,  wherein  one  hour  ot  vigorous  heaUh  woulj 
have  suiliced  to  seize  on  victorv  or  to  consummate  nij  pre* 
^^""^^  fimptwms  condiuumt  i  found  roy9filf  |irMtnile»  feduced  to 
infantile  weakiicM»  and  wliilat  I  tremblad  omvUie  voifpectC 
tlie  grave,  I  was  incafMible  of  aeekinf^  an  }i6nfi«raUedeiitk| 
^et  aUli(>ii_i;li  I  w  ;is  dectLvtd  and  abandoned^  the  army  was 
savcdy  and  rea«  heil  the  French  Mills  without  material  in* 
jury  but  from  disease,  and  J  ItokUf^  jOMtert  the  cufif 
thai  th^f  at  Imstf  M  no  honaurf 

It  is  not  within  the  eomftm  of  theao  memtii^  to.de- 
tail  the  diiBcultiea^  faardsbips  and  nnffhrin.^,  ineldeitt  tf 
the  maintenance  of  a  c(U'd<jn  of  sixty  iniN  s,  on  the  bor- 
hers  of  an  enemy  ot  siijjri'ioi  turce,  and  under  a  Cana- 
ilian  winter  j  but  it  is  due  to  my  own  charact«i*  and  ta 
public  tnfomattony  that  I  shoidd  in  tliis  j^lnce  mtke  (wiv 
tain  developements*  which  may  otMrwise  sinlc  into  oUW 
vion,  and  will  net  f  hope  be  unacceptable  to  the  reader. 

The  enemy  having  si  t  up  the  pretension,  that  certaia 
persons  taken  in  arms  at  Qncenstown,  were  either  British 
eubjecta  or  ileserters  from  their  ranliSy  and  having  sent 
rcnrt  ii    ih^m  ip  £iigl||ii4  for  trial;  Gen^  Dearborn,  by  order  of  Iha 
conanei'^  execatire»  threw  an  equal  nunber  of  Britieh  priooiiers  of 
war  into  close  confinementy  as  hostages  for  the  safety  of  iho 
prisoners  I'l  isoners  idkvn  at  Quecnstown;  and  avowed  his  deternw- 
as  hos-     nation  to  b^r  (ieorge  i'revosty  to  iuQ let  on  tiiose  hostages 
the  same  puniahmenty  which  the  BfiliBh  goveriimat 
tnight  impoee  on  the  prinoners  taken  ftom  osf  whoaa 
lives  had  been  menaced.   In  consequence  of  these  pro* 
cccdingSj  tiie  iuiiuw  iii^  coi'iea^iuudencc  iuuk  place, 

corres*^^     u  Having  tKansniitled  to  hni  miyesty Vgovernmenty' a 

on  Uut  *  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  me  on  the  SIst  May  last,  by 
pceuion*  Mnior-c^eiu  ral  Deai  bui  ju  in  which  it  is  stated  that  the 
American  commissary  of  prisoners  in  London,  had  made 
it  known  to  his  government^  that  twenty  •three  soldiers  at 
the  lst|  ipth,  and  ISth  regiments  of  infantry,  madepri, 
sonerSf  had  ticcn  sent  to  England,  and  held  in  clo^  con* 
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fittement  as  British  subjects^  and  that  Mi^jor-general  chap« 
Dearboi'n  had  receiyed  iBstruciioos  from  his  government 
to  paC  into  dose  confinemnt  twonfy-throe  Britisb  sol-  ^''^ 
didi«9  to  be  k^pt  as  Jioati^es  for  the  safe  keeping  and 
Testoration  in  exchange  of  the  soldiere  of  the  United 
States,  will)  had  been  sent  as  above  stated  to  ICn^Und^ 
and  that  in  obedience  to  tliose  instructiuiiB,  General  Dear* 
born  bad  put  tweii^-)three  British  soldiers  in  dose  con- 
finement, to  beJmtai^.ho6tB8e& 
,  « I  iMkTe  the  honiw.of  acquainting  you,  that  I  have 
received  the  instructions  of  his  majesty's  government^ 
distinctly  to  state  to  yuu,  for  the  informaiioii  of  the  go- 
vernment of  tlie  United  States,  that  I  have  received  the 
commands  of  iiis  royal  highnesn  the  Prince  Regent 
forthwith  to  put  in  dose  confinement*  forty-six  Amerl- 
can  officers  and  noncommissioned  officers*  to  be  hdd  as 
hostages  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the  twenty-ithree  British 
soldiers,  stated  to  have  been  put  in  close  confioemeiit  by 
order  of  the  American  government* 

« I  have  been  directed,  at  the  same  time,  to  apprise 
jou,  that  if  any  of  the  said  British  sddiera  shall  safiw 
death*  by  reason  that  any  of  the  said  soldiers  of  the 
United  States*  now  under  confinement  in  England,  have 
been  found  guilty,  and  that  the  known  law ,  not  only  of 
Great  Britain  but  of  every  independent  state*  under  si* 
milar  circum8tances« .  has  been  ^ecuted*  th  at  I  have  bee» 
further  instructed  toi  jdifct  out  of  the  Americaa  efficem 
and  non-commlasloiied  officers  whom  I  shall  have  pat 
into  confinement,  as  many  as  may  double  the  number  of 
British  soldiers  who  shall  iiave  been  so  unwarrantably 
put  to  death,  aiMl  to  cause  such  oilicers.  and  oon-commis« 
sloned  officers  to  suffer  death  immediatdy*  I  have  been 
further  instructed  by  his  migesty's  government  to  notify 
to  you*  tor  tI^,4|^ofin^|J9f^i  of 'the  government  of  the 
United  States,  that  the  commanders  of  his  majesty's  ar- 
mies and  fleets  on  the  coast  of  America,  have  received 
instructions  to  prosecute  the  war  with  unmitigated  seve- 
rity, against  alLcities*  towna^  and  villages  beloiiging  to 
;  the  United  States,  foA  ^n^ilm  vBiul^^  if 
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cifA^*  tiler  Ms  commnntcatioii  shall  have  Ihwii  naile  fa  yoiTy 
^"1*    and  a  reaaitnalilf!  time  ffiymt  fbr  ita  hr'ws;  tranimiicted  tn 

the  Amoriran  j^ov eminent,  that  govcrninrnt  shall  iinliiip- 
pil>  not  be  deterred  from  puttin?  to  death  any  of  the  smI- 
diera  who  now  are*  or  who  may  liereafter  be  kept  as  hoa- 
Uiges  for  the  purpoaea  atated  in  (he  letter  fipam  Miyor- 
general  Dearborn* 

^  I  have  the  honour  to  be* 

<»  With  great  con^^ideratimi  and  respect, 
j»«  Your  exrellrnty's  ob't  humhk  scrv't^ 
w GEORGE  PREVOST. 

XI.  Gen»  4*  Ctom.  ^tAc  Amir' 
M$  Exc^leneif  Gen.  WUkins&nt 
Commanding  the  Forces  of  theU* 


£xtract  oj  a  letUr  from  Genend  ffitkintm  to  Sir  Charge 
Frevoslf  doied  Etad  qmrten  if  ihk  ^rmi§  ^  Oht  MM 
fitofes,  OmMuto*  /xfand,  JVlrv.  \^  1813* 

Sir,  * 
1  yesterday  evening  had  the  honour  to  receive  yoar 
letter  of  the  irth  inatantt  and  ahaU  ifflmediately  traaa* 
anit  »  copy  of  it  to  the  execative  of  tiia UnitM  States. 

'  I  forbear  to  animadvert  on  the  acts  of  our  anpeiiora 
whatever  may  be  their  tendency,  but  you  must  pardon 
me.  Si  I"  George,  for  takiiig  exception  to  an  expression  in 
your  letter;  tlie  government  of  the  United  Statc:^  cannot 
be  «<  deterred''  by  any  consideralions  of  life,  of  deatht  of 
depredation  or  conflaji[^tion*  firoin  the  faiUiful  peHbrm^ 
ance  of  Its  diity  to  tiie  American  nation.*^ 

War  qffUx,  J^ffttnim'  17(/i,  lSi5. 

««In  the  absence  of  the  secretary  of  wati  I  am  cmn« 
manded  by  the  President  to  instructyou  to  make  known  * 
to  Sir  George  Prevost,  in  answer  to  his  ktter  of  Uctubcr 
27  th|  and  for  the  informatiqn  of  his  ^overnmentf  that  the  , 
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government  of  the  Unltfid  Statos,  adUring  maUerably  to  chap. 
the  principle  and  purpose  d^dared  in  the  communication 
jat  General  Demrbom  to  faimi  on  the  subject  of  the  twen- 
t3r-three  Americsn  soldiers  prisoners  of  warisent  to  Eng. 
land  to  be  tried  as  criminals,  and  tlie  confinement  of  a  like 
number  of  Briti.sh  soldiers  prisoiteia  of  war,  selected  to 
abide  the  fate  of  the  former;  has  in  conseqaenre  of  the  step 
taken  by  the  British  go¥eitement»  as  now  commanicated» 
ordered  forty««lzr<MiifBb  oiBcers  Into  close  csn^nemefif, 
'who  will  be  immediately  put  to  death,  iu  case  of  the  put- 
ting to  death  of  the  forty -six  Ameriran  oflicers  and  non- 
commissioned officers  ordered  into  dose  confiiiemmt;  and 
that  they  will  not  be -discharged  from  their  cojifinementt 
.until  it  shall  be  known  that  the  forty-six  American  offi- 
cers and  non-commlsiioiied  officefs  in  question  are  no 
longer  cofj/fned. 

<•  Ytju  lire  al^o  ti^  mako  known  to  Sir  George  Prevost, 
for  the  informatiun  o^^liis  government,  tliat  in  the  event 
of  any  proceedings  oRthe  British  commanders  on  our 
coast*  against  the  citieaiUtowns*  or  vUlages  of  the  United 
States,  or  against  the  Inrabitants  thereof*  contrary  to  the 
laws  of  war,  observer!  among  civilised  nations,  as  threat- 
ened in  his  communicalioji  of  the  27th  of  0(:ti)ber ;  the 
.United  States  will  avail  thenkselves  of  the  means  in  their 
power*  for  sach  exemplary  retaliations,  as  may  produce 
a  return  to  those  legitimate  modes  of  warfare*  from  which 
no  other  consideration  than  the  necessity  Imposed  by  the 
conduct  of  lUe  i  nt  my  could  ever  induce  them  tu  tlej[>ait. 
«  With  great  respect, 
« 1  have  the  honour  to  be, 
«  Sir*  your  most  obedient* 
«<  Humble  servant* 
«  DANIEL  FARKEB,  C.  €. 

Comnumdiag  the  ncrthem  am^f  IX  SJ* 
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CHAP.  Extract  of  a  Utter  from  Major-general  Jammn  W9SHnmm, 

^^JJJJ^  dated  ffead  ({ndrUrs  of  the  armtj  of  titt  United  Slates, 
JdtUone,  December  Sd,  1813,  his  evecellency  Sir  George 
Frtimtf  Lieutenant-general  and  Commander  in  Chiitf  tf 
the  British  fmies  in  J'Otrth  Ameriea. 

^<  Sir, 

la  my  letter  to  you  of  tlio  Ist  ultimo,  I  apprised  yoii, 
that  youtecommunication  of  ttic  17th  October  last,  had 
been  traiMmitted  to  the  President  of  tJie  United  Statest 
and  I  hav«  now  the  honour  to  lay  before  jou  the  result* 

<^In  a  recent  conimuniqation  freini  the  war  ifepart- 
ment,  I  am  commanded  by  the  President,  to  make  known 
to  you,  in  i'ei>Iy  to  your  letter  and  for  the  itiformaiiuu  ot 
your  government^  that  thu  govt;riimvnt  of  (he  United 
StateSf  adhering  wuUUrabhf  to  the  principle*  and  par- 
pose  declared  in  the  conrannication  of  General  Dearborn 
to  you,  on  the  sobject  of  the  twenty  •three  American  soU 
diers,  prisoners  of  war,  sent  to  Enj^huid  to  bi'  tried  as 
criminals,  and  tlic  confinement  of  a  like  number  of  Bri- 
tish soldiers*  prisoners  of  war*  selected  to  abide  the  fate  of 
the  former*  has  in  consequence  of  the  step  taken  bjr  the 
British  government*  as  now  commiinicated*  ordered  for- 
ty-six  British  officers  into  close  confinement,  who  viW  be 
immediately  put  to  death,  in  case  of  the  putting*  to  death 
of  the  forty-six  American  ollicers  and  non-commissioned 
officers*  ordered  into  close  conftnement;  and  that  they  will 
not  be  discharged  from  their  confinement  until  it  shall  be 
known*  that  the  forty>slx  American  officers  and  non-com- 
mission officers  in  question  arc  tiu  longer  confined."  I 
am  furtiier  commanded  by  the  President  to  advise  you* 
for  the  information  of  your  ;^(nernmcnt*  «<tbat  in  tlio^ 
event  of  anj  proceedings  of  the  British  commanders  on 
our  coast*  against  the  inhabitants  thereof  contrary  to 
the  laws  of  war*  observed  among  civilised  nations,  as 
tiireatened  in  your  communication  of  the  17th  of  Octo 
ber,  tlie  United  States  will  avail  themselves  of  the  means 
in  their  power*  for  such  e&empiaiy  retaliations^  as  majF 
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produce  a  return  to  those  legitimate  modes  of  warfare,  chap. 
from  HJiicli  no  other  coiisidtrat ion*  tliaii  the  iki  *  Sbil^v  iiu- 
posed  by  the  conduct  of  tiie  eocui^»  could  over  induce  ^^"^^^^ 
tbetn  to  depart.'* 

«  WiUiout  the  power  to  avert  the  calamitous  scenes^ 
which  must  ensue  the  pretensions  of  your  government  to 
violate  a  constitutional  principle,  licld  sacred  by  tlic 
Ameriran  nation;  and  vuihoiit  examiiiihi^  the  e fleets  of 
this  prctension»  should  it  be  retorted  by  tiie  American 
government  against  the  population  of  Upper  Canada^ 
composed  as  at  is  in  a  great  measure  of  native  born  Ame«- 
rican  citizens ;  I  am  Impelled  by  the  impulses  of  buma* 
nity,  to  inquire,  whether  some  relaxation  may  not  he  ex- 
pef  ted  oil  the  part  of  your  government,  and  whether  the 
oilii  crs  and  non  e  omniissiont  d  ot)irei*s  thrown  into  gaol 
at  t^ucbec,  may  not  be  restored  to  liic  ordinary  condition 
of  prisoners  of  war*** 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Sir  Geor^^e  Prevostf  Lieutenant' 
general  a/wi  Conununder  in  Chief  (f  Uie  British  forces  in 
Mrth  Jimericd^  dated  Head  ^narterst  MontrtiUf  Deum*- 
ber  Uth,  IJ^iBfto  Jdujor-sfinerul  fFUkinson. 

«  Sir, 

« I  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  excellency's  des' 
patches  of  the  ^th  instant.    In  couiiuuiiicating  to  your 
excellency,  in  my  letter  of  the  17th  October  last,  ti»e  re- 
italiating  measure,  which  his  majesty's  government  liad 
<  been  compelled  to  adopts  in  consequence,  of  the  imprison- 
ment by  Major-general  Dearborn,  nt  tweaty-tbroe  Bri- 
tish soldiers  as  hostages,  for  as  many  natural  bom  sub- 
jects nf  his  majesty,  loinid  in  the  service  of  the  United 
.  States  ill  arms  against  their  native  country,  1  had  enter- 
tained the  hope,  that  ttic  American  government  woulil 
liave  been  induced  to  abandon  the  principlet  not  recog- 
nised by  any  other  civilised  nation  of  the  world*  aod 
against  which,  when  attempted  to  be  put  in  practice^ 
they  have  all  invaiiably  protested. 
*     vol,.  I.  4  F 
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CHAP.  "1  regret  to  fmd  myself  disappointed  in  tltis  just  v\. 
pectation,  by  tlie  conitnuiiication  made  by  your  excelieri- 
cjt  of  the  determination  of  your  governinent  unalterably 
ti»  adhere  to  the  principle  and  purpose^  declared  in  tlie 
letter  of  Major-general  Dearborn^  of  the  Slst  Maj  last» 
and  of  its  having  in  consequence,  directed  forty-six  Bri^ 
tish  officers,  prisoners  of  war,  to  be  closely  confined  nntil 
the  toi'ty-six  American  officers  and  non-coniiuissioriiiiAi 
officers,  now  closely  confined  at  Quebec  as  hostages^ 
shall  be  released* 

«« This  step  on  the  part  of  the  government  of  the  Unit* 
ed  States,  leaves  me  no  other  alternative  but  that  of 
directing;,  and  which  I  have  accortlinf^ly  done,  the  \%ho1e 
of  the  American  officers  (includirlg  the  three  general  OAs- 
eel's)  now  on  tlic  ii-  parole  in  lhrj»e  provinces,  to  be  iminc- 
diately  placed  in  close  confinement ;  and  I  liavc  turtiier, 
to  acquaint  your  excellency,  that  it  is  my  determination 
to  put  into  close  confinement  every  American  officer  who 
shall  hereafter  fall  Into  my  power,  to  the  number  of  for> 
ty-six,  inclusive  of  those  who  had  been  confined  previous 
to  tlic  receipt  of  your  excellency's  letter,  and  so  to  lictp 
tlicm  confined,  until  I  shall  receive  tiie  further  directions 
of  his  niajeaty'tt  government  on  this  suhjocL 

<«  The  unalterable  determination  of  your  government 
to  adiiere  to  the  principle  it  lias  adopted  on  this  occasion, 
precludes  the  hope  of  any  relaxation,  in  favour  of  tUe 
unfortunate  officei*s  ot  both  countries,  who  .u  c,  ai»d  who 
will  be  snft'erers  by  it.  Otherwise  alike  impelled  by  sen- 
timents of  humanity  with  yourself,  I  should  be  inclined 
to  ask  of  youy  whether  that  constitutional  principle^ 
which  however  sacred  it  may  be  held  by  tlie  American 
nation,  yet  violating  as  it  does,  the  constitutional  princi* 
pie  of  every  other  independent  nation,  adupteil  ^ihd  acted 
upon  for  ages,  before  the  American  governinent  or  people 
had  a  name,  ought  any  longer  to  be  i*espected  in  favour  of 
those  whoy  having  broken  their  faith  and  allegiance  to 
their  own  govemmentf  are  claimed  and  protected  tiy 
your^s,  with  the  sacrifice  of  tlie  comfort  and  safety  of 
your  own  native  born  subjects^  and  wkcihcr  cons;dLra> 
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iions  like  Uiese  are  not  sufficiently  stron!:;.  to  induce  the  CHAP, 
government  of  the  United  States.,  to  j  ( stor.  to  the  c»rdi-  ^^JSJJJ^ 
nary  ajiniition  of  prisoners  of  war,  the  British  officei-s 
luid  soldiers  whom  they  have  directed  to  be  put  into  close 
confinement/*  r 


JEBxtract  of  a  Utter  from  Major'general  Jama  WUkimon  to 
Sir  George  Prrcoat,  haroneU  Commander  in  Chief  ef  M» 

liritannic  majcstij's  forces  m  Mrth  America,  doted 
cember  20U^,  1813. 

Sir, 

«  Your  excellency's  letter  of  the  11th  instant  reached 
my  out  postyon  Chateaugay,  the  evening  of  the  18th,  and 
came  to  my  bands  yesterday.  I  r^^t  the  resoistion 
you  ha?e  adopted^  in  respect  to  tbe  retaliatory  system 
forced  on  tbe  ej^ecntlve  of  the  United  Stalest  by  tbe  resus- 
citatinn  of  dormant  pretensions,  whicli  had  ceased  for  a 
long  time  to  torment  mankind,  and  whiclj,  (v our  excel- 
lency will  pardon  the  observation)  have  not  been  inva- 
riably** asserted  by  tbe  British  government ;  several  in- 
stances might  be  quoted  to  support  tbe  fact;*  but  I  will 
trespass  the  remarkable  case  of  tbe  late  Major-general 
Charles  Lee  only,  on  your  excellency's  attention^  be- 
cause it  is  most  directly  in  point;  sometime  after  the 
captuTO  of  that  officer  by  Colonel  Uarcourt,  iiis  exchange 
was  demanded  by  Congress  and  refused  by  the  British 
commander,  on  the  express  grounds  for  which  you  now 
contend;  in  consequence  of  wbich»  LientenantoColonel 
Campbell,  of  the  71  st  regiment,  and  live  Hessian  field 
officers  were  thnnvti  into  ie;noininiou9  confinemeiiL  as  . 
hosta.^es  for  his  safety,  and  here  the  contest  terminated ; 
the  British  government  yielding  its  pretensions  and  ad- 
mitting General  Lee  to  be  exchanged  as  an  ordinary  pri- 
soner  of  war.  But  while  I  deplore  tbe  course  yon  hava 
marked  out  for  your  conduct,  I  should  fail  in  courtefy  if 
I  did  not  a<  knowledge  my  ohligations  to  you,  for  the 
candid  avowal  of  your  intentions,  in  respect  to  the  Ame- 
rican officers,  who  may  hereaitet*  fail  into  your  hands; 
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as  this  avowal  will  I  flatter  myself  amstilntc  their  sat'c- 
giiard  against  irtiprisonment.  I  thank  your  exreHfnrr, 
for  the  reference  you  n«ako  to  tlie  recent  admission  of  the 
Afnerican  nation  into  the  great  family  of  manliind ;  tlte 
reflection  excites  a  sense  of  proud  exaltation  in  tiut 
breast  of  every  man  who  took  part  in  the  contest^  and 
witnessed  the  rise,  [iroc^rcss.  and  termination  of  a  i*evo- 
lution^  whicli  made  tiie  thirtt  en  British  colonies  free  and 
independent ;  but  if  errors,  founded  on  ages  f»f  Gothic 
barbarism^  and  afflictive  to  humanityy  have  prevailed  an« 
tenor  lo  the  imfependence  of  those  coloniea*  they  cannot 
be  too  soon  correctedy  and  very  much  is  to  be  expected 
fruoi  the  unakt  l  able  atlhcu  nrc  of  the  American  govern- 
ment to  the  rrsolulion  it  luts  taken  ;  for  ns  all  thin.^s  are 
perishable,  and  the  affairs  of  man  ever  on  the  change^ 
before  this  nation  shall  have  reached  its  zenith,  the  go- 
vemmenis  of  Europe,  fillowing  the  desllnies  of  ancient 
Borate  and  Greece,  of  Carthat^e  and  the  kingdoms  of  the 
east,  will  sink  beneath  the  weit^ht  of  their  <i\v  n  iohruii- 
ties ;  and  dut  trines  derived  from  Ktanan  hondaj^e  and 
feudal  vassalage,  wiiU  like  the  office  of  the  vidames  be* 
come  extinct  and  be  foi^tten*'' 


The  con- 
troversy 
termi- 


I  have  never  been  able  to  ascertain  to  my  satisfertkNt^ 

how  the  baronet  and  the  President  adjusted  this  affair, 
after  the  tenacity  avowed  on  botli  sides,  or  who  it  N\as 
that  made  the  first  concession ;  tliough  i  rejoiced  at  the 
termination  of  a  controversy^  which  menaced  the  fives  of 
Innocent,  honourable  men,  and  tended  to  renovate  scenes 
of  barbarism,  which  would  disgrace  the  civilised  worM* 
Under  the  ^ood  temper  and  happy  auspices  on  whitft  the 
nee:ociatiujis  at  Ghtiil  were  condiu  ted,  could  a  fair  and 
final  adjustment  of  the  contested  claims  of  naturalization 
and  citisenship  have  been  accomplished,  it  woidd  have 
|mt  nt  ease  many  an  uminiet  birast;  but  alas!  like  tlie 
talo  of  <•  free  trade  and  sallor^s  rights/'  this  subject  too 
had  been  deferred. 

As  soon  as  I  fiad  icrovci  rd  gnch  a  state  of  convales- 
cence^ as  enabled  me  to  sustain  the  maUons  of  a  sleigli 
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and  bear  the  ircczinj^  temptM'ature  of  the  clime,  I  deter-  chap. 
mioed  to  enterprise  against  the  enemy's  posts.    My  first 
pirn  was  to  break  up  bis  qaartedni  from  Chat«augay  to 
St  Jofm%miA  to  take  perMncnt  hold  of  Corawall,  n  r>i  ns  aa 
order  to  c«t  the  coniBittnicatioii  between  the  lower  mmI  on^lht"^ 
iijip  I  provinces,  and  prevent  the  transmtaaion  of  the  can-  enemy*t 

1  I  )  •    I  t        .  I       •  II  P'*st  of 

lr(»i)t  Monti  I'ui  iu  Kiiig»u»nt  i«it'  the  vti^^sciii  then  on  Ltie 
atocks  at  that  post ;  but  I  was  diverted  £rom  theae  objecta^ 
by  the  failure  of  the  ooatractor  to  aupply  provialonSy  and 
determined  to  remedy  the  diaappointment*  by  striking  at 

the  piist  c>f  PrcHCott,  a  weak  place  wRich  required  800 
nieo  for  its  tlcfem  c,  but  was  gar'ri>uiu'il  by  25(j  only,  * 

Pursuant  to  these  objects  1  determiiird  to  cunaolt  hia 
excellency  Governor  Tompkinst  and«  should  he  approve 
the  plaof  know  what  assistanoe  he  could  fiimlsh  $  but 
previous  to  my  departure  flrom  the  frontier,  1  gave  Bri- 
gadier-genemi  Brown,  who  commanded  at  the  French 
MiU.^,  riic  IuIIovnuii;  [ii!h  aut in?it?rv  aiitl  pi'vj>arkilury  or-  ^ 
den^i  aud  wroto  foiiuwing  letter  to  the  secretary  of 
war* 

« 

M  Bead  qmrlm,  Manet  Jbn.  aM»  1814. 

«  Dear  Sir, 

"I  sliall  to-morrow  move  to  ChateaugiiT*  and  from 
tlience  to  riattsburgh,  to  examine  the  condition  of  those 
postSy'and  to  ducover  whether  tlie  enemy  meditate  an  at- 
tack on  the  latter  place;  peadfaig  mjatonee  I  shall  rely 
on  your  canllon  and  vigilance  to  protort  the  post,  of  your 
immediate  command,  a.^ainst  any  attempt  of  the  enemy ; 
and  for  this  purpose,  every  ai)pr(iacli  in  tront,  flank  or 
rear,  direct  or  devious,  should  be  incessantly  watched  by 
gvards  and  light  scouts  or  patroles ;  take  care  of  the 
nous  commnnkatioha  by  Tront  river»  becaoae  as  thay 
lead  to  your  rear  and  are  least  saspectcd»they  nay  be 
selected  hy  the  enemy  as  the  moat  fimarabk  to  a  coup 
de  wiftm. 

1  sliall  give  the  officer  commanding  at  Chatcaugay» 
orders  to  keep  yon  constantly  advised  of  bis  sifn^tion^ 
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CHAP,  and  of  every  circumstance  interesting  to  the  scrvirc, 
XIII.  whicfi  may  fall  iiiuler  his  notice:  should  he  ask  you  for 
succour  against  tlie  enemy,  you  will  necessarily  give  it 
seaBonably  aii4  to  the  utmost  extent  which  may  consist 
with  your  own  safety^  and  be  will  be  pointedly  Inetnicted 
to  reciprocate  senrioes  on  the  same  principle. 

«Oiii  wounded  with  the  enemy  I  understand  are  in 
need  of  a  surj^eon  and  of  clothing. 

« I  will  request  your  particular  attention  to  tliese  ob- 
jectSy  as  the  health  of  the  men  and  the  character  of  the 
government*  depend  on  onr  attentions  to  them*  The 
ctotliirti,^  will  be  sabject  to  yonr  disfMieaiy  and  yon  will  bo 
]dcascd  to  order  it  to  Cornwall,  in  charge  «»f  Doctor 
Rogers^,  wIk)  may  he  accompanied  by  a  p:iy master  to 
furnish  tiie  men  ihv  arrearages  due^  or  the  surgeon  may 
be  charged  with  tliis  business* 

Buring  my  absence  yon  will  neceesarily  and  wifli 
dnecaotton»  receive  the  flags  of  the  enemy  and  make  sach 
eommunieatlons  to  them»  as  the  public  service  or  the  In- 
terersts  of  our  citizens  may  render  necessary. 

«<  I  conjure  you  to  urge  the  necessity  of  the  ffiuipments 
for  the  beads,  hands  and  the  feet  of  the  men ;  and  to  have 
them  prepared  for  hardy  enterprise.  You  will  be  pleas- 
ed to  order  Doctor  Mann  to  be  reimbursed  the  sum  be 
has  paid  for  leather  to  make  oversboeSf  and  I  entreat  of 
you  to  have  the  number  increased^  by  the  combined  in- 
dustry of  the  workmen  of  the  linef  and  on  the  most  eco- 
nomical terms. 

<•  Intelligence,  the  soul  of  military  enterprise^  must 
claim  yonr  utmost  attentioo»  not  only  the  designs  of  Ibe 
enemyt  but  their  posts,  garrisons  and  caBtonmentsio  re- 
lation to  fortifications,  strength  and  numbers,  must  be 
ascertained  as  tar  as  it  is  practicable. 

"  I  have  received  information  from  Montreal  direct, 
the  6th  instant,  the  day  before  yesterday  ;  the  front  of  the 
cannon  intended  for  Kingston  will  leave  La  Chine  the 
irtli  instant,  and  is  to  move  in  detachment  by  tens*  It 
Is  tc»  be  drawn  by  horses  and  osen.  You  must  be  on  tho 
alert,  and  if  you  can  icai  a  when  they  pass  the  river  Ra>- 
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sin,  it  is  worthy  the  hazard  to  endeavour  to  get  pogsfi^  CHAP, 
ftiou  ot  thcin,  and  to  destroy  or  bring  them  <>ft';  tlie  dis-  ^^JJJl 
tance  from  your  cantonment  is  about  0  utiles^  u  e.  six 
il^wn  Salmon  river  and  three  across  the  St.  Lawrence ; 
in  sleighs  It  may  be  ran  in  an  hour  and  a  half;  and  S  or 
600  select  men,  with  two  field  pieces,  will  soflice  for  the 
enterprise,  which  may  be  pressed  or  abandoned  at  the 
discretion  of  the  commanding  officer,  who  should  be  cau- 
iioneil  strictiyy  not  to  commit  his  dctaciiment  to  be  cut  up 
by  a  superior  force,  and  this  he  may  easily  prevent,  as 
the  country  Is  o)mi»*the  ronte  is  free  in  all  directions, 
and  bis  mo¥ementsi<«ilt'b»  rapid.  Tmstwortby  guides 
should  be  i>rovided,  and  I  offer  the  opinion,  that  the 
movement  should  be  made  just  in  season  to  reach  the 
point  of  destination  at  the  dawn  of  day.  I  need  uot  sug- 
gest to  you,  tiie  vital  importance  of  secresy  on  tliis  and 
all  other  points  of  confidential  communication. 

«<  1  bnve  the  honour  to  be,  respectfully.  Sir, 
«  Your  obedient  obedient, 

«JA.  WILKLNSUN. 

Btigadtcr-gcneral  Browiu** 


[COHTIDENTUL.] 

«« iMirfone,  Jamuxry  9thf  1814,— ijUSiraii^. 

♦*  Sir, 

1  last  niglit  received  advice  from  Montreal  of  the 
Gth.  The  cannon  are  to  move  by  tens,  and  will  be  drawn 
by  liorses  and  oxen.  The  front  is  to  leave  La  Chine 
tlie  17tb,  in  consequence  of  which  1  have  oi'dered 
Brigadier-general  Brown  to  enterprise,  under  due  pre- 
cautions, and  have  ad\ised  Colonel  Sniitli  at  Sackctt's 
Harbour  to  hold  a  del;u  lnnent  in  readiness.  Captain 
JUttle,  of  St.  Lawrence  courtty,  with  his  company,  are 
ordered  to  scatter  themselves  from  Massena  to  Hamilton, 
along  Uie  river,  and  to  strike  should  an  occasion  present, 
otherwise  to  fly  to  the  aid  of  the  detachment  of  Colonel 
Smith,  which  will  have  Chapin  and  A.  Smith  for  guide?. 
You  liave  uud^'  cover  an  extract  of  my  letter  of  instruc- 
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CHAP,  tions  to  Gencrai  Bt own,  who  is  active,  ardeni  and  iaiil- 
™^  ligent.  Though  too  feeble  for  the  jout  iu  v,  I  have  deter- 
^■^^"^  mined  to  see  Governor  Toii^pkins,  aad  shall  set  out  at 
noon*  to  give  him  a  private  interview  at  Ballatown.  I 
sliMl  travel  on  the  runners  of  a  woodsledt  o»  wWcb  a  liox 
is  nhirod  t )  1 1  ceivc  my  bed,  for  1  an  wiaMe  to  keap  my 
seat  more  than  ten  miles.  If  my  haalth  continues.  labaU 
not  be  absent  more  tlian  ten  «»r  twelve  days  at  most. 

« You  have  under  cover,  a  first  essay  at  the  theatr© 
before  me;  It  is  incorrect  in  course  and  distance,  but  w  dl 
serve  to  give  you  a  general  idea  of  the.eowiy^a  posts  and 
cantonments. 
*t  With  iicrfect  respect,  I  have  the  hoooar  to  b^ 

«♦  Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  «JA.  WILKIN^OI^, 

*i  Ifie  Bon*  John  Jrmtrong, 
SecreUtTij  oj  fTor.** 

wiik  nson    I  then  proceeded  by  Plattaborgh  and  BuriioglOD  I0 
proceeds  w^teriord  under  the  pretence  of  ill  health,  and  on  my 
Srf!*^'  arrival  1  wrote  the  foUowiog  letter  to  the  secretary  ui 
war* 

«  Waierjord,  Sunday  moming,  Jafu  ISIfc,  IBM. 

«  Sir, 

€*  I  left  Chateaugay  the  lOth  and  arrived  here  this 
morning,  having  been  detained  a  day  and  a  half  at  Platts- 
burg.  On  my  route  I  feU  in  with  Mr.  Anderson,  the 
contractor ;  wliose  prospects  of  a  supply  of  flow  from  the 
borders  of  Lake  Champlain,  and  this  qaarler  of  the  copn- 
try  are  so  faint,  that  we  must  until  the  opening  of  sprmg, 
depend  for  that  article  on  the  western  parts  of  Uiis  state; 
not  only  for  the  posts  of  the  French  Mills  and  Chateau- 
gay,  but  I  fear  In  some  measure  for  that  of  Flattsburg 
also;  una  our  distance  from  the  aetttemwits  of  Black 
river,  the  Osnvcj^o,  and  Mohawk,  to  wWchwe  aro  tO  iOOk 
for  supiMJrt,  combined  to  other  causes,  dependllig  on  the 
reason,  leave  us  no  expectation  of  being  able  to  accumu- 
late such  nagaames,  as  may  justify  our  taking  post  with- 
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In  the  territory  of  the  enemy  as  heretofore  proposed  |  In-  chap. 

deed  my  personal  (»bservati(>ns  ami  inquiries  made  on  the 
road  I  have  travellcil,  and  leinn  is  Just  received  by  Gene- 
ral Swartwout  of  our  prosiiects  ivom  the  westward,  jus- 
tify the  apprehension  that  we  shall  be  barely  able  to  sub- 
siat  the  troops  frosi  day  to  day« 

In  this  8ititation»  instead  of  adTancini^  on  the  eneniy> 
wii  arc  in  danger  of  being  comju  IlLd  to  retr()p;radc  for 
subsistartce,  and  as  it  would  almost  destroy  the  troops  to 
erect  second  cantonments  at  this  inclement  seasont  with 
the  approbation  of  government^  I  will  endeavour  to  find 
quarters  for  them  in  Prescott  and  Kingston  ;  which  I  com 
stder  practicable  to  a  corps  of  hardihood  and  resolution, 
aided  by  the  facilily  of  luuvemcnt  to  bo  derived  froui 
sleds* 

Charge  me  not  witli  caprice  for  thus  varying  my 
|ilan  of  operations»  since  it  is  caused  by  posterior  infor« 
mation^  which  presents  an  insuperable  obstacle  to  the 
execution  of  the  project  submitted  In  my  despatch  of  the 
7th  instant.  The  object  now  presented  liad  not  escaped 
iny  mindy  but  it  was  opposed  by  my  repugnance  to  give 
ground  to  the  enemy,  and  to  sacrifice  our  boats,  tlic  infal- 
lible consequence  of  itsezecutbn*  The  reduction  of  Prca^ 
eott  and  Kingston,  and  the  occupancy  and  maintenance 
of  those  posts,  would  be  secured  by  our  proximity  to  out 
own  I'csourccs,  and  our  difstance  from  those  of  tlie  enemy. 

You  ai'c  sensible  that  I  dare  not  enter  upon  this  ex- 
^pedition  witliout  permisstonf  and  also,  that  the  lapse  of  ^ 
the  season  renders  a  ]irompt  decision  necessary,  on  ths 
part  of  the  executlTe  $  I  shall  therefore  expect  your  an- 
swer as  soon  as  may  be  convenient^  and  in  the  mean 
time  will  {mi  the  troops  in  the  best  comlition  for  the  en- 
terprise my  means  may  permit  Should  the  Picsident 
sanction  the  plan  now  proposed,  I  shall  remove  the  sick« 
'the  convalescent^  and  every  article  of  useless  baggage, 
together  with  the  artillery  and  munitions  of  war,  for 
which  I  shall  have  no  occasion,  to  Flattsburg ;  shall  de- 
stroy our  boats  and  break  up  our  cantonments  at  the 
French  Mills  and  Chateaugay,  and  whilst  i  keep  the 
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CHAi*.  enemy  in  expectation  that  these  precaatkHie  are  prepam- 
xiH.    ^Q,^.  ^  ii,^  attack  of  their  posts  and  cantonments  in  mjr 
vicinity^  I  shall  detach  fonr  tines  the  strai^  of  the 

garrisfin,  to  steal  a  march  and  take  Prescott  hy  surprise 
or  stot'it),  wliillicr  1  shall  iollow  (iiat  detac  hment  with 
Ute  main  body  a  few  hours  after  it  marches;  and  haviA^^ 
every  tliini;  in  readiness  for  the  movem<>it^  by  its  mpi- 
dttyy  and  the  feints  of 'some  light  parties,  i  sbsil  prevesC 
the  enemy  from  penetrating  my  leal  deslgnt  antil  1  bare 
gained  my  fii-st  point. 

«•  In  examining  the  abstract  of  our  force  which  accom- 
panies this  letter,  you  will  perceive  a  very  c«»iisiderable 
part  of  it  is  reported  «  sick  in  quaHers;"  but  of  these 
Vfe  are  to  calculate  on  three-fourths  being  competttit  ta 
any  stationary  service  with  annst  and  amongst  them  ooe^ 
third  of  the  whole  nombery  for  any  duty  of  a  soldier.  I 
therefore  think  I  sliall  be  able  to  march  five  thnnsaml  five 
hundred  men,  which,  with  tlie  co-opn  .itiuu  of  the  corps  at 
Sackett's  Harbour,  will  I  expect  give  us  a  furce  of  seven 
thousand  five  hundred  non-commissioned  officers  and  pri- 
Tatesy  to  whlch»  If  necessary,  I  hope  Governor  Tfimpkins 
(whom  I  shall  see  to-morrow)  may  consent  to  add  two 
thousand  volunteers  or  militia. 

**  The  blmv  which  I  tleba  e  to  give,  warrants  e:eeat  sut* 
icringsy  much  hardship,  and  considerable  hazard^  be^ 
cause  if  successful^  we  shall  destroy  the  squadron  of  tha 
enemy  at  Klngstont  kill  and  capturey  eventuafllyt  four 
thousand  of  his  best  troops,  recover  what  we  btve  loaty 
save  nuich  bloud  and  ticaiaurc  to  the  nation^  and  conquer 
a  province. 

«  I  anticipate  the  difficulties  in  my  wayi  and  know  that 
disease,  tempests,  and  snow  storms,  may  forbid  the  al» 
tempt,  and  bade  all  my  hopes;  but  I  rsmeoiber  wh«t 

General  MontjE^mery  accomplished,  under  circumstanres 

more  unfavouj  ^ibh' ;  and  we  may  reasonnbiy  expect  the 
elcmcuts  will  nut  always  be  unpropitious. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

MJA.  WULJLUiSON. 

JEt<nu  Jo/in  Armstrong, 

Secretary  of  War  J* 
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Having  dcspatclicd  this  Irttor  cari^  in  tlio  day,  that  it  cu.VP. 
miglit  be  inaeaaoti  fur  the  Albany  mail,  to  elude  tlie  bus- 
picion  of  any  military  arrangement  by  a  formal  visit  to 
the  Governor,  which  would  have  been  communicated  to 
Sir  George  Prevost  In  the  coarse  of  sis  days,  1  passed 
the  folio  wing  note  to  his  excellency  and  received  his 
answer. 

[COXFIDENTIAJ*.] 

*t  WaUrfM,  Sumdaif  mimsingf  Jan.  leth,  181^ 

«  Sir, 

«« Though  In  very  feehle  health,  a  sense  of  doty  haa  In* 

duced  me  to  seek  an  interview  with  your  excellency,  that 
I  may  avail  mysell"  ui  your  judgment  and  advice,  uu  se- 
veral topics  of  higb  public  importance,  wliich  equally  iu- 
tereat  the  national  government  and  that  over  which  yon 
preside;  and  I  will  pray  of  yov.  Sir,  to  pardon  me  when 
I  observe  that  I  am  desirous  our  meeting  should  be  mark- 
ed witli  as  little  notoriety  as  possible,  to  prevent  the  in- 
telligencers of  the  enemy  I'vum  piUtuig  him  in  ularni.  it 
is  therefore,  I  have  halted  at  tliis  place,  under  the  pre- 
tence of  indisposition  and  for  the  salie  of  tranquillity,  / 
where,  would  you  condescend  to  wave  etiquette,  and 
make  a  casual  excursion  apparently  for  recrration,  I 
can  visit  you  and  hold  a  conference,  without  exciting 
suspicion.  But  if  this  proposition  should  n«>t  meet  your 
approbation,  i  will  wait  on  you  this  day  at  such  time  and 
place  as  you  may  name. 

« In  the  mean  tuDie,  I  remain,  with  high  considerationr 
and  respect, 

*f  Your  excellency's  obed't.  and  humble  serv't. 

"JA,  WILKINSON. 
«  J7is  EacuPy*  Qovernor  Tompkins." 

«DearStr, 

«  The  sitnation  of  my  family  deprives  me  of  the  plea- 

siuic  ot  iicein.i^  yuu  this  day.  Mrs.  Tompkins  is  so  sick 
that  I  cannot  with  the  least  propriety  leave  homo  at  pre- 
gent»  I  will  be  at  itfx.  Demarest's  to-morrow,  uuk^  ab« 
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CHAP,  solutoly  prevented  by  the  situation  of  my  family,   if  pre* 
vetited»  1  will  apprise  you  early  in  the  morning. 

<c  I  am  anxious  for  m  UUemew  wUh  youf  and  aball 
not  fail  to  be  at  Waterford  to-morrow,  if  it  be  possible 

for  me  to  leave  home. 

WUh  gi*eat  regard  and  consifleration» 
*«1  am.  Dear  Sir,  your's,  &c. 

«  DANll!«L  IK  TOMPKINS^ 
€f  Major-general  WUkinsonJ^ 

Ac:rrcril)]j  to  his  promise.  Governor  Tompkins  did  me 
the  lionour  to  visit  nie  on  ti)e  17th.  It  was  my  firf<!t  in- 
terview witli  him,  and  I  confess  I  was  agreeably  struck 
yfith  liis  easy  address,  iinafl^ted  manner,  and  apparent 
*  frankness.  Having  opened  to  him  in  detail  my  original 
plan,  and  also  the  project  I  bad  substituted,  in  conee^ 
quence  ol  tJie  failure  of  provisions,  he  seenad  delighted 
with  the  last  proposition,  and  observed  that  it  perfectly 
accorded  with  the  views,  he  bad  previously  communicated 
to  the  President  and  the  secretary  of  war,  and  expreeaed 
some  surprise  that  he  shmdd  not  have  received  answers 
to  bis  letters.  He  appeared  satisfied  of  the  feasibility  of 
the  enterprise,  made  no  ilonl)!  ol  the  ai  quiescence  of  the 
executive,  dwelt  on  the  importance  of  its  consequenres, 
and  assured  me  he  would  cheerfully  contribute  all  Uie 
means  in  his  power,  to  facilitate  the  execution.  Fortu- 
nately for  my  personal  repose,  but  unfortunately  for  my 
political  career,  not  all  the  h^'pocrisy,  deception,  selfish- 
ness and  perfidy,  wlii(  Ii  1  have  experienced  from  the  year 
1778  to  the  present  day,  have  been  able  to  shake  my  con- 
fidence in  human  probity,  or  excite  my  suspicions  against 
a  fellow  man,  without  causev— Could  I  tlien  doubt  the 
candour  of  Governor  Tompkins?  It  was  imposrible!  an^ 
it  Is  a  circumstance  of  anaffbcted  sorrow,  that  I  should 
ever  have  found  cause  to  suspect  it. 

I  was  flattered  by  his  excellency's  affability,  and 
charmed  by  the  coi*diality  with  which  be  entered  into  my 
views;  he  promised  me  transcripts  from  his  communica- 
tions to  the  President  find  the  aecretary  of  war^  to  which 
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he  had  ill  conversation  alluded,  aiid  when  he  leic  uic,  he  CHAP. 

carried  witb  him  my  confidence,  my  respect  and  esteem. 

I  think  it  wna  on  the  morning  of  the  19th  that  1  received 

hie  letter  deted  the  day  hefbr^  covering  the  transcripts 

lie  had  promised  me,  which  I  tmst  I  may  now  present  to 

the  reatU  r,  without  transgressing  tlie  limiU  of  propriety 

or  decorum* 

Manff  Jan.  18th,  1314, 

Dear  Sir, 

The  continnance  of  the  indiapositiott  of  my  family 
prevents  my  calling  on  you  again^  unless  your  stay  at 

W  atcrfurd  should  be  protracted. 

"  Upon  examination  1  iind  that  my  letter  to  the  secre- 
tary of  tlie  2d  instant,  suggested  two  plans  of  winter 
movement;  but  that  to  the  President  of  the  3df  very 
jiearly  comports  with  the  proposition  yon  mentioned  yes-> 
terday.  I  send  you  extracts  containing  the  substance  of 
tlie  two  letters  to  \v)»i(  h  I  referred  you  yesterday. 

1  also  send  you  the  copy  of  a  coramuniciition  i^ccived 
Mm  day  fh>m  Major^generai  Hali  of  the  miiitia>  com- 
manding at  present  on  the  Niagara  frontier*  Ton  w31 
see,  that  notwithstanding  the  recent  panic,  a  few  volan* 
teei  s  approached  within  half  a  mile  uf  Fort  Niagara,  at- 
tacked a  party  getting  wood,  killed  four  and  took  eiglit  of 
them  prisoners*  1  have  no  doubt  if  this  spirit  should  be 
foetored  by  an  expetlition  of  the  army  in  any  direction^ 
the  eflhcts  would  be  very  important*  As  I  have  no  au- 
thority upon  the  subject  of  prisoners,  passports,  or  pa- 
roles, I  must  beg  you,  as  commanding  officer  of  this  mi- 
litary district,  to  give  General  Hall  the  requisite  direc- 
tions, in  relation  to  the  British  prisoners  mentioned  in 
his  ietter,  and  also  with  respect  to  the  Taiidi^  of  certain 
brevet  commissions  to  which  he  refers,  of  wliich  I  have 
no  knowleflge. 

•<  Should  you  continue  at  Waterford  longer  than  you 
expected,  be  pleased  to  advise  me  ot  it  by  the  return  of 
the  hearer* 

I  am  no  military  man,  and  therefore' am  wholly  un- 
Ijtnaiified  to  judge  of  Hie  best  numnsr  of  accomplishing 
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CBkP,  the  enterprise  you  propose ;  but  permit  nu^  to  say,  that. 
If  undertaken  it  must  not  faiJ,  if  >ou  are  obliged  to  send 
jrour  whole  army  in  detaclied  corps  of  one  thousand  after 
the  first  detachmntf  and  witkin  a  fow  lioars  of  eacli 
other*  Port  if  tile  ftttenpl  fail*  70a  hove  neither  hospitalo 
.  or  qimrtem  for  your  woondedf  Mr  acconiiiio^ation  for 
the  rest,  ;is  Oj^densburgh  villa^  is  within  Iho  jaiige  of 
the  sliell*^  and  hi\i\n  of  Prescott. 

Please  to  notify  me  as  early  as  possible  of  the  time 
Mud  place  at  which  militia  will  he  required  to  eecond 
your  plane*  Wlaliifig  yoo  complete  restoration  to  heaNb* 
a  comfortable  and  agreeable  journey  to  bead  qnartersy 
and  a  successful  and  ^orions  issue  to  your  enterprise; 
permit  mc  to  assure  you  of  my  sincere  intentions  of  co- 
operating cheerfully  and  ardently,  in  any  thing  which 
may  ht  devised  to  revive  the  deepondli^  e|dnt^  oC  tlm 
commuttilgr* 

«<  I  am,  dear  Sir, 

•<  Your  obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  D.  TOMPKINS* 

MgOmH  of  a  Mir  frm        TbrnphiiiM  to  Ike  FreMmi^ 
daM  JOkmgf  ikt  sd,  1814. 

«The  panic  which  these  transacti<*n3  (taking  of  Nia- 
gara, hiiiiiing  of  Lewistown,  Manchester,  Youn^i  towu 
and  Bulfaloe)  have  spread  amongst  the  inhabitants  tor  a 
sumber  of  miles  hack,  ia  inconceivable.  Thejraroatai- 
doning  their  possessions  and  flocking  into  the  iaterisr. 
Tiie  British  force  lately  at  Burlington,  consisting  of  about 
1100  regulars  and  300  Indians,  have  by  their  recent  en- 
terprises put  it  out  of  our  power  to  prevent  their  pro- 
gress to  t:rie  or  to  Detroit.  For  militia  and  voluntoera 
alone^  withoni  ordnance  or  discipline^  oammt  Im  omnpe- 
tent  to  retake  Nlagarat  and  without  tka^  the  raid  of  the 
enemy  to  those  places  is  secure.  The  conseffoenoca  of 
jierniitting  things  on  tliat  frontier  to  remain  in  tkeii*  ^re- 
lent State  are  too  obvious  to  be  enumerated* 


Digitized  by  Google 


GENERAL  WILKINSON. 


•07 


"Expeditions,  undertaken  with  ▼oluntecrs  anil  militia  CHAP, 
alone*  have  e^euerally  Called,  and  are  peculiai  ly  unwise 
yt/kore  the  Ukin^^^^f  foetiied  places^  either  bjr  regular  ap« 
proftch  or  by  mam,  k  ncceMMy  1»  4l»  smcm  of  Hm 
expedition* 

<•  Impressed  with  the  importance  of  immediate  wintct 
operations  by  our  army.  t<»  counteract  those  of  the  enc- 
my 9  I  have  ventured  tu  suggest  to  the  war  departmeot 
one  or  two  plant  which  bavo  occurred  to  mcf  and  take 
the  liberty  of  wkKBg  yon  a  oo|^y  of  thoeooMBiinieaiiott 
containing  then.  It  la  wot  with  mnch  conftience  in  my 
t>wn  opinion  upon  the  subject,  that  I  am  so  bold  as  to 
Intimate  tfie  propriety  of  this  or  tiiat  movement;  not 
being  a  military  man*  nor  acquainted  with  the  number 
and  health  of  the  troopn  at  the  oevcfai  otations;  J^iit 
must  be  obrtons  to  yon,  lliat  aomothii^  moat  be  done 
speedily,  or  the  next  will  be  a  defbiUHve -campaign  only, 
if  not  one  of  absolute  disgrace. 

*i  The  army  at  Plattsburgh  and  French  Mills,  might 
narrh  to  Montreal,  if  their  numbers  were  sufficient,  a 
nof  ement  in  that  direction  Is  practicable  in  other  re* 
spects.  But  the  more  genera^  and  I  think  the  most  jo* 
dicious,  opinion  amongst  intelligent  men  is,  that  the 
takini^  of  Prescott,  if  nothing  more  be  done  this  winter, 
might  be  and  ought  to  be  effected  without  delay.  The 
possession  of  that  place  -will  enable  us  to  intercept  tlie 
aopplies  needful  for  the  eqnipment  of  additional  vessels 
«t  Kingston,  and  in  that  way  reduce  Kingston  indirect- 
ly; whilst  it  will  enable  General  Wilkinson  to  mako 
Sackf  tt's  Harbour  perfectly  secure  from  attack.  Indeed 
1  am  not  without  hopes,  that  a  direct  attack  upon  Kings- 
ton will  be  deemed  advisable,  and  be  attempted  befora 
Ifae  Ice  shall  leave  the  St  Lawrence.** 

BxIrmiefB  letter  from  H.  H.  Tmpfdm  to  the  Seertiary  of 

h  ar,  dakd  Jilbany,  Jan.  2d,  1814. 

4t  Sir, 

«  I  have  this  moment  received  an  express,  announcing 
UiQ^distressiug  inteUigoace  that  tlie^llourisiung  village  of 
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CHAP  Buffaloo  is  destroyed.  The  British  crossed  at  Black 
J^^^  Rock»  two  miles  Mow  Buffaloe^  on  Thursday  raomini^ 
at  day*break»  about  1000  strong.  They  were  attacked 
with  spirit  by  volunteers  under  tlie  command  of  Giueral 
Hall,  and  s(  veral  iivc->  wei  e  lost ;  but  the  volunteers  and 
militia  were  overpowered  and  dispersed.  The  Bdtiali 
proceeded  to  and  burnt  the  village^  and  I  presume  thm 
Tessels  of  the  Erie  fleet  which  were  ashore  at  Buffsloe. 

M  General  Hall's  account  is  not  very  circumstantial. 
The  capture  of  Fort  Niagara  is  confirmed.    The  whoi© 
frontier  from  Lake  Ontario  to  Lake  Erie  is  depopulated^ 
and  the  buildings  and  improveinents»  with  a  few  excep- 
tions^  destroyed.   The  bodies  of  several  inhabitants  oC 
Lewlstown  have  been  found  in  a  mangled  state;  they 
were  massacred  and  scalped.   In  a  former  letter  I  took 
the  liberty  ol  su  iLri^esting  lite  danger  of  the  destruction  of 
tlic  Lake  Erie  fleet.  The  frontier  which  lies  lietween  the 
British  and  the  harbour  of  Erie,  is  now  open  for  their 
march  to  that  harbour,  and  if  left  unmolested  by  oar 
army»  they  will  inevitably  go  to  £rie»  and  destroy  the 
vessels  there,  and  will  besides  make  an  effort  to  retake 
Detroit,  and  destroy  the  vessels  on  the  upper  part  of  tliC 
lalvi.   W  vic  tilt  y  to  accomplish  those  objects,  and  I  have 
m  doubt  they  will  attempt  them,  it  will,  with  presents  of 
clothing  and  other  articles  taken  in  Fort  Niagani»eMibla 
them  to  regain  the  confidence  and  services  of  the  wsstawt 
Indians. 

To  counteract  these  winter  expeditions  of  the  enemy, 
it  will  be  indispensable,  that  our  army  be  in  motion.  I 
would  throw  out  for  consideration,  whether  the  whole 
force  at  French  Mills  and  Fiattsborgb,  or  a  suflkient  de- 
tachment thereof,  ought  not  to  bo  removed  to  Ogden»- 
burgh  or  Sackett*s  Harbour,  and  acting  in  concert  witli 
the  force  at  the  lattrr  place,  attack  Prescott  or  Ivings- 
ton?  or  whether,  if  that  be  deemed  impracticable,  2500 
ol  the  army  cannot  be  conveyed  to  the  Niagara  fitmtier, 
and  with  the  militia  and  volunteers  (I  will  pledge  myself 
there  ahaU  be  5000  volunteers^  provided  the  above  num> 
ber  of  regulaia  be  associated  with  them)  make  a  diver- 


Digitized  by  Google 


CKNERAL  WILKINSON. 


AQfl 


sion  from  Kingston  and  Prescolt,  whilst  the  rrsiduc  of  CHAP, 
the  SLtmyp  with  Commodore  CiiauDcey'8force»  assails  one 
of  titose  places? 

f«  Sillier  off  tbote  novtments  will  cost  IHtle  more  than 
time  or  iSnnr  veaseby  which  moat  othmr^  be 
beilt.  It  is  as  healthy,  as  safe  and  as  ernnomical,  to  move 
waruilj  ciollied  troops  in  January  and  February,  as  in 
the  wet  months  of  October  and  November.  They  can 
sleep  in  their  sleighs  with  their  arms  in  their  hands,  and 
can  encamp  as  they  voiald  form.  The  same  sleighs  which 
transport  the  troops  may  carry  provisioasand  fomge  for 
tstt  days. 

«  lie  as8ui*ed  that  something  must  be  dune,  and  that 
speedily  and  etfectuajly,  or  the  contidence  of  iha  citizens 
of  this  quarter  in  the  government  will  he  impaired,  if  not 
lost 

* 

ft  Yon  will  fardon  these  suggestions;  they  are  made 
with  the  hest  intentions:  any  other  arrangements  or 
pliiiis  which  may  he  devised,  uill  equally  rereivc  my 
earnest  co-operation  and  support,  if  any  thing  be  un- 
dertaken, it  wilt  he  indispensable  that  all  tlie  enterprising 
and  valuable  ofiicers  of  the  army  wIki  may  be  abalut 
from  Ity  should  Immediately  return  to  their  posts;  and 
that  all  the  recruits  In  Pennsylvania,  New  York,  and 
Vermont,  and  the  iroups  on  fuiiou^h  be  made  subser- 
vient to  llie  plan," 

The  Governor  had  encoaraged  me  to  expect  the  honour 
of  a  second  visit;  but  as  his  domestic  concerns  inter- 
fered»  and  I  was  detained  by  a  despatch  from  Saekett^s 

Harbour,  advising  me  that  that  post  was  menaced  by  liia 
enemy,  1  wrote  liis  excellency  on  the  20Ui  in  the  terms 
following. 


the  enemy  arc  weakenini;  liicii'  posts  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Montreal^  with  intention  to  strengthen  those  to 


VOJb.  I* 


4  a 


Digitized  by  Google 


«10 


MEMOIRS  BY 


CHAP,  the  westward.  This  circamstfince,  and  the  exposed  si 
^'^*  iuation  ol'  Sackctt^  lliiihuur.  induces  me  to  request  tliat 
yoii  may  he  j)leased  to  ordei-  to  that  place,  with  as  litllo 
delay  as  possible,  a  reinforcement  of  one  thousand  nili* 
tia  or  volQiiteera*  The  destructioii  of  our  squadron  is  aa 
,  interesting  to  the  enemj,  as  its  preservation  Is  material 
to  the  United  States ;  as  tittle  therefore  as  possible  should 
be  left  lo  lijtzard ;  and  should  no  danger  exist,  we  derive 
advaiitaj^e  Irotn  this  arrangement,  which,  while  it  pre- 
vents the  attack  of  the  enemy,  w  ill  be  interpreted  into  a 
mere  precaution  of  defence,  and  of  consequence  w31  fa- 
vour any  measure  of  offence  we  may  be  permitted  to 
ma|(e;  and  as  a  further  act  of  deception,  I  will  be^  leave 
to  oflfcr  to  yowr  excellency's  consideration,  the  policy  of 
incorpoi  aiiiig  two  or  three  hundred  volunteers,  to  watcli 
the  ri.g;ht  bank  of  the  i  i\  er  St.  Lawrence  from  Cranberry 
crceU  down  to  llaniikun;  with  the  professed  design  to 
intercept  smugglers,  hut  in  fact  to  amuse  the  enemy,  to 
mask  my  movement  against  Prescott,  and  be  ready  to  co- 
operate in  such  manner  as  may  he  found  most  useful. 

<«  I  pra>  vou  to  pardon  mc  for  a  third  proposition.— 
W^re  it  possible  to  call  out  lOOO  or  1500  men,  to  take 
post  at  the  French  Mills,  only  for  a  week  or  two  after 
my  march,  it  wotdd  greatly  embarrass  the  enemy,  and 
the  tenure  would  be  perfectly  safe;  and  iOOO  at  Platfs- 
burgh,  in  addition  to  our  re.q;ular  force  there,  for  three 
months,  would  give  entire  sec  ur  ify  to  that  [dace  and  Rur- 
lini^ton,  onlil  all  tlic  atteutiori,  ihc  lilot  is  and  exertions 
of  the  irifmy,  would  be  drawn  towards  the  upper  province* 
Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  favour  me  with  an  aosver 
on  these  topics. 

"  With  hij^li  consideration  and  respect, 
<♦  I  have  ilic  honour  to  be, 

•*  Your  excellency's  obliged 
•*  and  faithful  servant, 

JA.  WILKINSON. 
Mis  Mxcdkney  Governor  lUmpfciiu." 
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But  being  advised,  verbally,  that  this  letter  was  dcfcc-  CHAl*. 
live  ill  lurin,  1  proposed  to  take  a  pnvaUUiinu  i  wUli  Itis 
Qxccikttc^t  wJiicb  would  furnish  an  opportunity  i'or  ex* 
planation ;  in  conseqttonce  of  wliicli*  I  adtfmaed  another 
loUer  to  hinif  in  wbich  my  ap|ilication'fiir  aiixiliai7  iniUU 
Ua  WBBf  at  his  deslrtf  Tendered  more  strictly  conformal^le 
to  tbe  requisitions  of  the  iau,      liie  copy  will  aiiow* 

«  WaUrfordf  Jan.  2i*t,  ISl^ 

«« Dear  Sir^ 

«« I  have  cause  to  Mte?6  the  enemy  meditoto  tbe  in^a- 

don  of  Sackett*8  Harbour  at  no  distant  day»  with  a  view 
to  the  destruction  of  our  squadron  at  that  place;  the  pre* 
servation  of  which  is  an  object  of  such  moment  to  the 
United  States^  that  1  ha%'c  ordered  every  disposable  roaa 
at  Greenbusb,  to  march  for  tbe  support  of  Of  and  1  hope 
this  detachment  may  amoniit  to  fire  hundred  non-conn 
missioned  officers  and  privates.  Could  your  excellency 
add  one  thousand  men  to  this  force,  under  the  autiiority 
of  the  law  of  February  21st,  I79b,  for  calling  Ibrlti  the 
militia  to  emcute  the  laws  of  the  anion#  suppress  insur- 
rections and  repel  inYaaionsy  the  post  menaced  would  be 
placed  in  a  etato  of  security  against  any  force  with  which 
tljL^  cncisiy  (an  attack  it;  and  if  a  detachment  of  two^ 
three,  or  four  hundred  men  could  be  called  out  under  tho 
same  law,  to  patrole  and  guard  the  ri.^iit  bank  of  the 
rlverf  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Cranberry  creek  down 
to  tbe  town  of  Hamilton^  it  would  add  eaeentially  to  oar 
safety.  The  proper  departflMnts  will  be  ordered  to  Air- 
nlsh  transport,  provisions,  quarters,  fuel,  6cc.  shoald  yott 
deem  it  expedient  to  indulge  iny  wisfies. 

«  With  liigb  consideration  and  respect^ 
«  I  have  tbe  honour  to  be^ 

«<  Tour  excellency's  ob't  bamble  8ert% 

JA.  WILKINSON. 

RiB  ExceUeney  Otwmor  Tmpkins, 

Statu  o/  wVew  York." 
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CHAP*      I  iook  my  dcpaiiurc  from  »  utt  rlonl  on  tlic  and 
was  overtaken  by  an  exj)ress  at  Salem,  about  midoiglity 


Colooel  ^  despatch  from  Colonel  Winfielil  Scotty  coverini; 

scou*3  instructions  fmm  the  war  departmenty  wheitin  he  was 
^ent  lo  a  appointed  tn  the  Goromand  of  an  armament,  within  the 

•eparate^  district  of  my  coinmaod;  withmit  ivferenre  to  my  autho- 
and  le-  '  rity>  in  viol  at  I  un  yf  the  fundamentril  jisiiuijilts  of  service, 
SSriiftB?         contrary  U>  General  Armsti-on^s  express  sttpuUtions 
vAeii  I  entered  on  the  command  of  the  northern  army;  but 
this  otttrage  on  military  sabordination  and  the  feelings  of 
a  ji»entiemao»  was  higlily  decorous  when  rompan^d  with  the 
indecencies  1  have  witnessed.  I  perceivrd  tf om  the  tenor 
of  the  order,  tliat  the  exccutioii  was  irtii>ia(  !i(  ahje  in  tlie 
depth  of  winter,   it  appeared  to  me  thai  tiie  mark  of  dis- 
tinction b  J  the  secretary  y  was  intended  as  a  commutation  to 
the  Colonel,  for  secret  services  rendered  at  the  metropo- 
lisy  and  the  measure  proposed,  a  display  of  sympathy  for 
the  unfortunate  inhabitants  of  the  western  frontiers  of 
ISew  York,  whom  he  had  sacrificed  by  his  disposition  of  the 
troops  of  General  Harrisoiu    Under  this  conviction^  and 
the  disi^u<it  exc  ited  by  the  fraudulent  propostttouy  for  rob* 
bing  the  officers  of  the  militia  of  their  rightful  command^ 
I  wrote  the  letter  of  the  SSd  to  the  Oovemor,  which  is 
now  published,  toj^ether  with  Scott's  letter  ami  instruc- 
tions, and  my  ims./rr:  in  tiie  first  of  wliirh  it  will  be 
seen,  that  the  fawning  hypocrite,  having  understood,  no 
doubt  from  Governor  Tompi^ins,  the  enterprise  1  medi- 
tated, and  discovering  tlie  impracticability  of  that  on 
which  he  bad  been  sent,  could  seek  a  command*  under 

*  Yet  in  less  than  four  months  after,  when  the  secretary  of  war 
had  succeeded  by  intrigue,  perfidy,  and  the  subserviency  of  President 
Madison,  to  remove  me  from  command,  this  injiateti  earcMtft,  well 
knowing  hi  ^  cicsires  would  be  inddif^ed,  observed  in  the  firesenee  of 
Doctor  E.  W.  Cull,  "  that  General  fViUeimvH  wot  t—dd/w  the  ctciav* 
duties  of  the  Jielil :  that  he  hoped  never  again  to  see  himf  or  any  other 
floral  o  fficer  of  Ids  n^e,  at  the  head  of  the  army."  But  ihe  shalhv  bratr. 
gavt  \fent  tn  to  ofneii-e  '<  that  from  hh  knowledge  of  tletaiU,  he  thoiifkt 
him  {General  lynkiuson,)  fjuaUjied  to  (h'.^chuvrfe  the  duties  of  teere^ 
lory  of  wapj  better  perhaps  than  am/  of  his  predeceuart,'*   This  Wif 
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the  man  whom  be  had  pnUidy  calumniatedf  and  perA..  chap. 
dioualy  slandered.  ^f^* 


Dmart»V$  (fFaUrford)*  Jan*  224,  181^ 

Sir, 

« I  bare  the  honour  to  inckae  yon  a  copy  of  a  letter* 
from  the  war  department,  under  whicb  I  have  arrived 

within  your  district.  Doctor  Bull  and  Captain  Noiuse, 
wiH)m  1  met  below  Albaiiv,  iiiformeil  ine  that  >f)n  had  left 
this  place  on  the  morniog  of  the  filst^  and  it  was  not 


modest  in  a  young  gcntleroan,  who  had  not  seen  quite  two  cam- 
paig^nf,  and  contrary  to  the  practice  and  experience  of  munkitid,  lie 
contrived  to  make  the  laipretuon  «t  betd  quarters ;  and  President 
Madison  soon  after  observed  to  an  officer  of  his  early  acquaint 
anoe,  that  ^pubHe  9^nhn  held  age  to  6e  ebjeeHmakU^  and  gvuth  /« 
he  preferable  in  miUtary  eerwee,"  Behig  asked  if  that  was  his  opi- 
nion} he  said  thai  he  thenght  age  and  experience  ^eutd  db> 
efgn^  andaetith  execute g  But  that  that  woe  net  the  prepotent  •^Mm." 
— Tberelbre  this  fatthftil  magistrate  sacrificed  his  own  Jndgiiieiit^ 
hacked  by  reason  and  expertence«  to  corrapt  intrigue  and  popubr 
prejudice.  But  General  Scott  was  moved  by  double  motives;  firs^ 
to  put  out  of  the  way  all  obstacles  to  his  own  ambit  ion ;  secondly,  he 
was  aware  that  I  understood  h.lH  character,  and  that  although  I  ahoold 
fender  atrict  Justice  lo  the  olficcr*  I  would  eoireet  the  intrigue  emf 
imp^uree  of  the  man* 

•  This  letter  of  instructions  is  mislaid,  but  it  referred  to  Governor  ' 
Tompkins  for  a  brigade  of  militia,  and  in  order  to  secure  the  chief 
command  lo  Colonel  Scott,  it  wah  proposed  to  ware  the  legal  orga« 
nization,  and  call  uui  regimeata  wjihoiit  a  general  staff.  Hence  my 
letter  to  the  Guvernor,  dated  Salem,  Jan.  23cl»  1814.  I  never  undcr- 
Wnderstood  that  any  thing  further  whs  alLcinpicd  in  order  to  carry 
this  project  into  execution,  though  1  some  time  in  February  received 
the  following  letter  from  the  secretary  of  war;  in  which  it  will  be  ob- 
served lie  enumerates  the  troops  which  are  to  compose  the  expedi- 
tion,  making  a  small  error  of  one  thoqsand  men  m  hia  addition. 

**  War  Department,  Jan.  30th,  1S14. 

«« Sir, 

'**  It  is  intended  to  institute  a  campaign  immediately  against  the 
eii§my*s  winter  positmm  in  the  peninsula.  Thb  has  three  objectA ; 
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CHAP,  untii  IS^  o^dock  to-dny^  that  I  learnt  Crooi  Colauel  Jem* 
^'^^    ktoB  that  there  wm  any  hope  of  findiag  yott  here*  I  ub* 
■^^'^^  mediately  hastened  out  to  see.yov* 

«  Uudep  the  authority  of  the  inclosedy  I  orHered  Cap- 
fain  Williams's  company  of  2d  arLilli  py  to  \Vyiiam>\  ille, 
near  BufTaloe^  via  Albany ;  it  was  to  leave  Philadeiplita 
on  ycaterday^  and  will  proceed  in  aleighs.  It  was  also 
mj  intention  to  have  ordered  a  oomiiany  of  the  Sd  artil- 
lery to  the  same  deatination» 'Amu  Greenhush;  but  inde- 
pendent of  the  general  impropriety  of  putting  in  motion 
troops  wiUiiii  your  district  without  your  dii«ect  authoi  it  Vy 
1  have  just  leaiTit  from  General  Dearborn^  that  the  de- 
tachments at  Greenhush  have  received  a  different  desti* 
nation  by  your  immediate  order*  I  shall  not^  of  courflOf 
presume  to  touch  a  man  at  ittiat  ^ace. 

Under  the  circumstances  disclosed^  my  situation  is  • 
truly  embarrassing.    I  wrsli  to  execute  my  ot  ders  with 
satisfaction  to  all  of  my  8u[>eriors :  if  I  had  heei)  fortu- 
nate enough  to  have  seen  you^  this  might  have  been  ac- 

Isty  to  break  ap  those  pQtitioni;  3d,  to  compel  the  tnemf  to  abu* 
don  Fort  Niagara;  and  3d»  to  prercnt  thdr  making  dctadunents 
westward  againat  Maiden  and  Detroit,  or  against  our  abippiog  at 
Krie  and  Put-in  Bay.  For  this  service  a  corps  will  be  composed  as 
fbUowsy  vtx, 

400  regular  infantrjr, 
100  artillerists, 

400  Indians, 

2400  volunteer  militia,  and 
100         do.  mounted. 


Making  a  total  of  3400 

•'Of  tiie  regular  part  of  this  force,  Colonel  Scott  has  carried  with 
him  100  artillerists  ;  100  lnl;intry  under  Liciitcna  it  K.iltile,  arc  at  or 
near  liatavia;  whence  it  follows,  that  250  arc  yet  to  be  furnished. 
These  you  will  supply  without  delay,  cither  from  the  recruiting  de- 
pots in  the  western  part  of  the  state  of  New  York,  or  from  Sackett's 
Ilarbottr,  if  General  Brown's  detachment  should  hare  reached  it. 

"  Yours  respectfully* 

J.  ABMSTBOKG. 

General  mUnnmL** 
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cenplisbed:  as  it  is,  I  prav  von  will  iaNoui'  me  with  CHAP, 
your  instructions  by  the  return  of  the  express,  w^v^ 

I  have  ttie  honoar  to  be>  Sir, 
«  With  the  highest  respecti 

Tour  most  obedient  servant, 

"  w.  scoT'r, 

**  Coloiiel  2(1  U.  8.  Jiff, 

F.  8.  Colonel  Scott  eongrahdates  General  Wilkin* 
son  on  the  recovery  of  Ms  heaUhf  and  shonld  he  hajtptf 

to  strx'c  at  any  point  on  the  frontier  below  Niascara. — 
Coiuuel  S.  has  no  parlKili/ij  for  mUitia,  but  hop^s  to  do 
his  duty,  wherever  lie  uiay  go." 

BttUm,  Jofu  2^  ISl^,  6  o*chck,  A*  M» 

*«  Sir, 

«  I  received  at  11  o'clock  last  night  your  letter  of  the 
day,  and  consider  the  [n  otcctioo  of  Sackctt's  Harbour, 
seriously  menaced  by  the  enemy,  so  much  more  impor- 
tant than  any  attempt  to  recover  Niagara,  that  I  cannot 
vary  my  destination  of  the  detachment  from  Greenbnsh  ; 
and  I  perceive  that  your  orders  authorise  you  to  dispose 
of  artillerists  from  the  several  depots  of  recruits  only. 

«<  liavinc:  entered  my  department,  I  trnst  you  so  well 
understand  the  principle  of  subordtnalioii,  as  not  to  in- 
terfere with  any  officer  under  my  command,  unless  by 
my  permission,  or  with  any  of  tho  troops  of  the  depart- 
ment before  yon  are  duly  authorised;  as  such  interfe- 
rence would  not  only  be  nn  unwarrantable  usurpation, 
but  might  destroy  the  most  salutary  plans,  N\!iich  can  be 
devised  fur  Uie  interest  and  honour  of  the  nation. 

**  Your  orders  from  the  secretary  of  war  being  specific, 
and  without  reference  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
department.  It  would  be  improper  for  me  to  interfere^  or 
to  offer  you  itistfiK  lions. 

I  consider  the  armament  proposed  for  your  direc- 
tion of  very  great  importance,  as  it  may  make  a  diver- 
sion of  the  enemy's  force  from  Kingston,  and  favour  the 
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CHAP,  safety  of  Sacketi'a  Harbour.  I  theiefiire  wiah  joq  % 
^  '^^    prompt  levy  of  your  force,  and  a  speedy  arrival  at  tho 
^"^y^^  proposed  theatre  of  operations.  The  excelieiit«  and  as  I 

understand  complete,  company  of  Captain  Williams,  you 
will  find  ample  for  the  operations  of  that  arm,  with  a 
column  oi'  two  thousand  Ave  hundred  iuiaotry* 

**  With  consideration  and  respect 
I  have  the  honour  to  be»  8ir» 
«  Your  obedient  servanty 
«  JA.  WILKINSON:, 

Colonel  H'.  i:icott,  MiUen/.** 

m 
m 

[Pbivatb.] 

w  SaUm,  Jaru  2Sd, 

^«  Dear  Sir, 

«  Last  night  at  11  o'clock,  I  received  a  letter  from 
Colonel  Scott^  with  a  copy  of  bis  instructions^  which  wilt 
of  course  be  submitted  to  you. 

«  The  design  is  a  good  one,  but  I  fear  you  may  find 
dillkulty  in  tlic  execution;  for  you  know  Virgil  tells  ns.  if 
is  natural  for  like  to  love  like;"  and  Colonel  ScoU'.s  iii«rh 
crest,  notwithstanding  his  merits,  may  not  *^  prima faci€*' 
conciliate  your  yeomanry  to  his  command  i  besidi^y  Che 
**amawr  propr^*  of  your  general  oilicers  may  be  affected. 
These  fears  may>  1  hope  be  unfounded^  and  I  offer  them 
to  your  consideration,  that,  in  case' of  an  accord  of  senti- 
lUiiit,  you  may  oflor  some  more  feasible  plan  If*  the  secre- 
tary of  war;  for  some  operation  of  ihu  kind  projKisecf^ 
should  be  carried  into  execution  ; — not,  my  dear  Sir^  that 
I  expect  any  other  immediate  effect  from  it»  in  the  quar- 
ter of  Niagara,  tlian  the  repossession  of  the  settlements^ 
and  to  favour  objects  of  mure  importance,  by  drawing  a 
portinn  of  tlie  tuemy's  foire  fi  'uu  brluu.  Colonel  Scott 
wishes  a  part  of  the  detiu  hnient  ordered  from  Grecnbush 
toSacketl's  Harbour,  whic  h  I  cannot  alio«.  him,  because 
the  protection  of  chat  post  is  of  ten  tliousand  times  mora 
importance  than  the  immediate  recovery  of  Miagar%  and 
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beciuiso  uiie  hundred  artiileriHts  (a  lull  company  I  under-  CHAP, 
stand)  ordered  by  him  from  Phnadelpltia,  is  ample  for  the 
operatk»As  of  two  thouv^aiid  five  litmdred  infantry,  whe- 
ther slelioaary  or  on  alert  movemeolB.  I  Intreot  jro«  lo 
adviie  ne  of  tiie  progreai  of  this  plao,  and  hate  the  ho* 
nour  to  be,  with  great  respect  and  esteem^ 

«*  Drar  Sir, 
Your  obii,^ed  and  obedient  servant^ 
JA.  WILKINSON, 
EU  ExMeneif  Gavtnm  TmpkiM.*^ 


Here  I  mast  stop  short  in  my  narrativOf  to  introdnoe  A  letro- 
an  episode,  of  such  complicfttion  and  intricacy,  as  may 

bewilder  the  reader,  and  defy  i  \|»Liimtif»n.  It  is  a  case 
of  strong  character,  in  wiiic  li  it  would  seeiu  iiii[n)ssible  to 
condemn,  and  yet  it  will  be  found  dilHcult  to  a(  quit,  an 
exalted  national  character,  of  an  act  ot  deliberate  false- 
hood  and  premeditated  calomiiy»  which  would  justly 
consign  his  memory  to  everlasting  infamy*  On  my  waj 
to  Troy,  to  findicate  my  honour  against  the  'foul 
charges  suggested  by  the  vindictive  spirit  of  the  secre- 
tary of  war,  Gcnrral  John  Armstrong,  and  supported 
by  tlio  injustice  of  President  Madison,  I  reached  the  city 
of  New  York  on  the  evening  of  the  2Sth  of  Jan.  1615| 
and  on  the  morning  of  Uie  29th,  received  a  visit  ih>m 
that  distinguished  officer  and  most  excellent  young  gen-» 
tieman.  Captain  Biildte  of  the  navy»  wlio  presented  to  me 
the  Evening  Post,  in  which  1  read  with  some  emotion  the 
following  publication. 

r 

[COimDBNTIAX-] 

Many,  Jamutry  SUt,  1814^ 

"  Bear  Sir, 

<«  Since  \  wrote  to  you  last,  i  f»avc  had  two  interviews  Governor 
with  General  Wilkinson,  whom  I  n6ver  saw  before.    He  J^^^**^ 
threatens  to  mal^e  a  dash  soon,  and  consulted  me  upon  General 
the  very  pl^n  which  I  had  suggested  in  my  lettM*  of  the  ^^^'^ 
^  last.  He  must  have  karned  Uiatihad  sitssaled  the 
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CHAF.  iaking  qf  FrciOoUf  and  meDtioaed  Uiat  as  hu  pUa 

'^'^'^^      I  h«V6  great  confidence  In  yoor  penetration  npon 
most  BubjectSy  but  I  fear  you  liave  not  formed  a  correct 

judgment  of  the  General's  tdknh  and  qHa!)ykaikm$.  *  Ho 
is  wonderfully  tenacious  of  liis  authority,  iunl  is  \  pry  in- 
diffLTcnt  abnut  liis  old  carcdsc  .'  atul  xmpours  too  much,  I 
predict  that  he  will  venture  but  Utile  if  he  can  help  it 

**  He  has  sent  me  a  request  to  order  to  Sackelt^s  Uar* 
hour  one  Uiousand  militia  or  volunteers  witii  as  little  de^ 
lay  as  possibie,  VfiUumt  mtntUming  lAe  came  fir  the  caUg 
Hit  act  or  authority  under  wAicA  it  is  madif  or  the  time 
of  hcpvice.  I  am  endeavuuriHg  to  get  some  volunteers 
for  the  purpose.  I  hardly  dare  call  i«u  another  detach- 
meut  from  ColUns'a  district  so  soon.  The  authority  to 
accept,  oi^ntze*  and  transport  Tolunteeny  ought  there- 
fore to  come  from  you.  Will  you  drop  me  a  line  upon 
that  subject  immediately  ? 

**  If  your  army  bill  has  passed,  send  forth  your  re- 
cruiting officers  immediately.  A  great  number  yf  men 
can  be  inlisted  in  the  western  and  northern  parts  of  this 
state,  if  you  strike  whilst  the  iron  U  hot«  Do  not  forget 
one  thing;  that  if  the  bounty  be  not  advanced  pnnctually* 
particularly  m  <fte  frst  iiutaiiee,  the  enemies  of  the  go* 
vemment  will  be  able  to  defeat  in  a  great  measure  the 
object  of  the  law. 

«  I  have  a  letter  from  General  HalU  stating  that  Nia- 
gara IB  garrisoned  with  from  S50  to  SOO  men,  and  lliat 
our  patroles  go  within  musket-shot  of  the  fort*  The  Bri- 
tish keep  no  guards  outside  the  fort. 

«  Colonel  Scott  will  be  awkwardly  situated  there  in 
the  first  instance.  Major  Malcolm  has  gone  on^  and  Grc- 
neral  Hall  informs  me,  takes  away  all  the  regulars  now 
on  tlie  Niagaru  fVoulitT  (iiboiil,  150),  Of  course,  Scott 
will  have  100  men,  now  at  Grcenbush  on  their  ^ay  to 
Niagara,  and  about  1700  militia.  I  have  told  him  I  will 
withdraw  the  General  the  moment  it  is  wished  or  thoogbt 
prudent  But  as  two  of  our  brigadiers  are  volunteersy 
and  may  have  InAuence,  and  bo  esteemed  by  the  m'ditia 
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and  vohmteers  now  out,  wonld  it  not  be  best  to  brevet  chap. 
Scott  «  Brigadier-general /r  UuU  eommand  cmly,  with 
an  enderstonding  (if  he  ia  not  appointed  a  brigadier  of  ^""^^^ 
the  army  immediately)  that  the  ranic  shall  be  United  to 

that  coiniuaiul.  I  liavc  ito  ofr/ecfwn  to  it*  and  woaid  re- 
commend it  as  politic,  ami  as  the  modi  popuiar  way  to 
get  along  witt)  tlie  militia  brigadiers* 

**  We  have  a  curious  couni-il  of  appointment*  consist- 
ing of  two  federaliat«>  one  QfintoniaAy  one  Madiaoniai^ 
and  your  hnmble  aenrant*  haTlng  «  caatiQg  vote  on^y.  No 
one  can  tell  what  we  shall  do,  hut  my  own  belief  is  that 
the  council  will  be  decidedly  and  ntoeUraklf  fBderaL 

Will  you  .Itave  the  goodness  to  direct  the  uttUn^ent 
^my  accounts  as  soon  as  may  be  convenient. 

€*l  amy  dear  Sir,  your  friend,  &c. 

$*  I>ANi£L  D.  TOMF&IN& 

«  CfcnmU  Jirmtmg* 

P.  jS;  Are  we  to  hare  nn  ambitiGe  or  peace?" 

After  reading  the  correspondence  which  is  exposed^in  Reflcc- 
the  preceding  sheets,  befbie  the  authenticity  of  this  letter 
can  he  admitted,  it  will  he  nedessary  to  presuppose  a  de-  cedrng 
gree  of  inherent .  baseness,  which  feeds  on  scandal  and 

fattens  on  falsehood !  Wc  must  admit  a  confirmed  habit 
of  hypocrisy  and  deceit,  acrainst  which  all  the  cardinal 
virtues  and  every  honourable  impulse  must  revolt  with 
detestation!  For  my  own  parti  I  could  not  think  so  mean- 
ly of  a  fellow  man,  who  with  talents  below  mediocrityt 
had  raised  himself  from  the  humblest  walks  of  society,  to 
the  chief  ma.^istrary  of  the  first  state  of  the  onion;  this 
fact  iii  coulessc  (I,  and  i^^ivcs  rise  to  the  presumption,  that 
be  possessed  that  broad  integrity  and  purity  of  life,  which 
supplies  e^ery  defect  of  birth»  talents  and  fortune. 

I  therefore  on  arriving  at  Albany  paid  my  respects 
to  the  Govemor»  accompanied  by  a  gentleman  of  my  ac* 
quaintance.  My  reception  was  most  cordial,  and  his  ex- 
cellency oppressi  (1  mc  with  civilities,  which  the  delicacy 
of  my  situation  obliged  mo  to  decline.   Alter  the  terml* 
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CHAP,  nation  of  my  trial,  1  again  called  to  pay  my  rcspccis  to 
the  chiet  magistrate  and  makt*  my  congit  and  as  1  had 
not  understood  that  he  denied  the  uiitiionticity  of  tlie  let* 
ter  pobliahed  in  the  Evenings  Po8t»  I  felt' a  disposition  to 
mmA  him  on  the  subject,  t  was  wacompanied  bj  a  re- 
spectaUo  friend*  who  does  not  forget  the  clrcooMtsnces. 
In  the  course  of  convenation,  I  t/mk  occasion  to  oi)Sf  rv« 
to  the  Governor,  that  «<  om  jruiul  Arvatrong  had  trailed 
Ui  ratli£r  scurvily?"  But  \\y  \va\  (he  subject,  and  ap- 
peared aortifled.  I  however  deteruuiMd  not  to  lei  him 
off  there;  and  took  occasion  to  remarli,  •#  Governor*  I 
am  myself  strongly  tempted  to  dfop  o  UKkr  ^  BtmimA 
Jfrmafroft^s;" — he  appeared  more  embsnuissed,  but  still 
made  no  reply.  1  jjilinl  him,  took  him  liy  tlic  h  nitl.  and 
bidding;  Inm  adieu,  left  him  to  his  reflections,  a^  1  winv 
do  the  worlds  to  judge  between  us ;  siucereijr  regretting 
the  necessity  of  this  exposition*  and  frosi  my  heart  for- 
giving  him*  if  he  did  aim  a  secret  stab  at  my  character* 
to  gratify  his  vanity  or  enhance  his  importance  with  the 
men  then  In  power.  But  I  trust  the  indeprndent,  vir- 
tuous militia  ot  New  York,  will  render  justice  to  a  mi- 
litury  officer,  who  endeavoured  to  sustain  thoso  legitimate 
rights,  which  it  scejus  Uu  man  of'  their  choice  did  not 
appear  to  regard  witli  the  same  delicacy  or  justice. 
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CHAPTER  XIT. 


G&unil  WUkinson  ikUrminea  ip  attack  Frescoit  upon  hu  chap. 

XIV 

%«*^0eier(ptf oil  ^  iAe  firt  FmaOt^BrofmA  node 
qfatiack^'-'JtUk^^akd  eummmwu  of  its  /atf»^.-iflit  proi- 

peds  blasted  by  the  Secrei&rf  if  Wki^s  orders  of  the  20th 
and  2lst  of  January, — Troupt,  march  for  S{u  kctt*s  Har- 
bour and  Platlsburg. — Sufferings  tM  which  they  are  ex- 
pmd^^'^pposed  motives  Jitr  those  orders»'^8ecretar^  of 
WoBt  mil^ipximg  ordm  nMfvc^ag  ihie  jioil  at  GMm* 
'^of  Vmr  Cornen^^Witkiintom  wiikdrtaoB  tfe  hvopB  tm 
hU  own  f§^onmbiiUff.^Mnemtf  enten  lAe  temtory  wUk 

uboat  1500  or  2(H) t)  men. — Reflections  on  the  J^ccrc(ary*s 
conduct, — liicukiiia  on  tlit  west trn  frontier  of  the  ^luie,  of 
JSi\w  Fork  referred  to.—^The  littie  faith  to  be  reposed  in 
ike  ^ffkitd  reports  ^  th^  eommasdcr  i»  cki/tf 
-^D^iaiUy  in  sfbtmrntsg  emtei  n^armatiM  rttpedii^ 
evevitaifihewar, — Case  of  CSolonel  ^Tlcholas  cUeiL^ 
Complainis  if  .Ma  jor  Herkimer  and  tlic  V.  6'.  Volunteers 
af^ainst  the  conduct  of  General  Brown, — His  immediate 
l)romoiiaiu — Reflections  on  the  appointmeut  Gtne^ 
rat  Brown  and  other  qficere  to  report  on  Ike  moral  and 
mUiiarff  fualijicaium  of  the  qfieere  of  the  armiif*—JISr. 
BalUu^e  intidioui  otolemenl  of  the  irth  Masff  tSlB,  ro* 
f erred  to, — Reflections  thereon. — Motwes  for  inqniring 
into  the  ci>)iduct  of  jmbiic  (tfficers. — General  Brown 
marches  witU  2000  picked  men,  ostensibly  to  defend 
Sacket^s  Harbour  or  aUack  Kingston* — Js  taken  under 
the  eepeeUU  orders  of  the  Secretanf  of  War^-^Beeeiroei 
tnetmcHone  from  hin^Mkepatchee  an  officer  io  eoneert 
fneasures  %DUh  Colonel  Scott  and  Oevemor  Ikmpkme^ 
The  ixsuU  of  Im  mission,'^Gemral  Brown  marches  to* 
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wardM  Bt^jftike^^CamUermarehGt,  and  marehei  agahu 

feigned  letter  for  an  order,  and  acts  upon  it. — Is  per- 
mitled  to  remain  on  the  J^iagara^  and  afterwards  to  cross 
the  strait. — Instructions  for  his  conduct. — The  expeditym 
into  CanadOf  and  rrflecium  iherean^'^Pnftvtl)  ^  dMi^ 
firring  marki  of  diHinetion  on  the  setferal  oorpi  migagtd* 
^RM  incnrred  by  Gtmral  Brtnon  tit  cmtl^lte  ifvttt 

of  J^agdra  Tke  emmift  wmt  (f  enferpf^  Aidf'}^ 

of  Fort  Erie, — General  Brown  detaches  less  man  half 
his  army  to  advance  on  the  whole  force  of  the  enemy,-^ 
Gtnetal  Rial  faUs  to  take  advantage  of  this  movement,'^ 
Jin  opportMnU^  pnnnUd  to  Qeneral  RUUp  6y  wlUch  he 
couU  have  datrofjed  Oenend  gIrawn  wWumt  a  Uew^ 
The^dificts  of  fft€  eaifi^  ol  8treet$  ere^HxpoMr'^Oe- 
neral  Porter  advances  and  drives  in  a  party  of  tJie  enemy* s 
irregiUars. — Is  in  turn  obliged  to  retreaL—^ain  body 
of  the  enemy  discover ed^-^^cddental  meeting  of  Generals 
Br&wn,  Scott  and  Riplty. — Conversation  which  ensued. 
— DefidM  of  the  camp  further  iUMstrated*^~.S^r  ef 
StreeFi  cmk.'^japtmn  T&wson  duHnguishee  himsiyi 
— General  Scoffs  gaUantry  displayed. — Jl  tribute  to  J^fd- 
jors  Jesup^  Leavenworth  and  .}f*JS/ltil, — Military  re- 
7vards  in  the  revolutionary ,  compared  with  those  laviah" 
ed  in  the  late,  war. — Reasons  assigned  for  the  digatnee* 
-^Conduct  cf  General  Brown  in  the  affair  of  Streets  eretk* 
— General  Sksdtl^s  eondnct  approved^^-^-Jhtteriean  and  Bri- 
tish returns  of  kOfed  and  wounded. — Variance  between 
General  Brown  and  General  Porter'' s  reports  noticed. — 
General  B7'own*s  i'^norance  or  want  of  exertion  demon-' 
strated. — Captain  TreaCs  gnard  fired  on  by  the  enemy. — 
GenenU  Brjmn*s  offtdal  letter  to  the  secretary  of  war 
7thJanudryt  iBl S^^HeJIecHons  thereon.r.~Jtiij^^neral 
Bnfwn  detected  in  another  falsehood. — ConSiet  efthe  eo^e- 
Ctth'rc— ^liiroftc  determination  of  General  Brown. 


It  will  have  bffn  spfii  in  the  preceding  chapter  that 


Wilkinson 

^hKs  to  °"  •ii'f^'val  at  Waterford,  on  the  i6tii  January,  I  sub- 
attack     mitted  to  the  con8iUeratlon  of  the  exccutfvey  Ibrovgh  the 
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secretary  «f  wwt,  mj  project  for  ttkiiig  the  cneoiy's  poet  char 
at  Preacott  hy  a  ewifi  riltf-  fiuiifi.   I  bad  propoeed  orl^- 


to  await  ilic  oj-dci's  ul  [ he  erovcrniiH  iii  iiju>ii  tlii^cii-  „ 


cessiirv  prepai*aiioiis  ^  but  on  a  conference  with  Gnvei'iior  ,,4^8 
Tompkinst  (tiacoveriag.^t  lay.  |dan  met  bis  hearty  con-  cordiogiy. 
currence^  I  resolved  to  1^  upon  myadf  the  responsibU 
lity  of  the  operation^  apid  to  proceed  ttpon  its  execution 

with  tlie  !oa«t  |iofiRihl«  Mny,  as  the  season,  the  state  of 
the  roads,  and  the  rivt  r  (  ;u!  m -Kji.i.  favcmt  id  : he  enter- 
prise. Accordingly  I  habtt^itt^d  bac  I  to  liiu  liuuiici^  laiiing 
Whitehall  and  olher  depo|»  tn  my  way,  to  make  arrange- 
ments for  pressing  formrit  prbyisions*  I  arrived  at 
Piattsbarg  on  the  26tht  4iid  despatched  orders  to  Colon^ 
Bissel  at  Chateau  gay »  andBtigadier-feheral  Brown  at 
French  Mills;  the  fotpmer toehold  ^iOO  picked  men  in  rea- 
clini'ss  to  iiiuiLli  at  a  moment's  ^\in  iitnjL;  (or  distant  ser- 
vice, and  the  latter  to  be-  pi-idpari:d  wiiii  a  lew  pieces  oC 
artillery  on  8ied%  and  n  tftousand  of  his  beat  troops,  ibr 
the  same  operation*  i.bad  intended  to  have  selected  and 
taken  with  me.  600  men,  from  the  troops  at  Plaltabui^y 
having  directed  that  excellent  officer  Major  Reese,  of 
tlie  (|uartor-ma9tcr  gcneraPs  department,  to  provide  a 
8ut)ictLtil  iiuuilici  til  sleighs  ior  tike  niovenicni,  uiidcr 
pretence  ui  accelerating  the  traiidport  oi  provi»iuns  aod 
stores,  , 

My  measures  were  now  so  nearly  oompleMf  that  X 
had  6xed  .on  the  night  of  the  S9th  or  aoih  to  move  off 
from  Piattsbargy  and  leaving  orders  at  the  several  poets 

for  provisit#iis  ajid  haggai^c  to  follow  nic.  it  was  ai^  iii- 
tentiuii  to  niaki'  110  luilt  except  to  ielresh  ttie  horses,  as 
the  troops  cuuid  have  sh  pt  in  the  sleighs.  This  would 
have  enabled  me  to  pick  up  Colonel  Biaseli's  corps,  and 
reach  branch  Mills  by  noon  the  next  day.  From  this 
post,  whilst  my  horses  Were  fheding,  I  should  have  sent 
out  a  hfavy  detachment  to  menace  Cornwall,  and  step- 
ping into  tlie  sleighs,  wouid  have  pi*occeded  rapidly  to 
the  destined  point  of  attack,  which  I  should  have  taken  by 
surprise,  in  the  twilight  of  the  neat  morning.  I  had  pos- 
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cu  \p.  8M8ed  myMlf    an  accurftte  plan  and  descriptton  of  the 
^ ' place :  it  WIS  «  qaadrangle  of  add  work»  and  wltlH»iit  m 

^^^^^^^  aifijs^le  flanking  angle,  or  exteiinr  obstruction  of  any  kind, 

tionoi  the  With  its  battery  pointed  to  the  river,  which  the  post  was 
^1^^^^  original] y  intended  to  command,  ami  to  serve  at  the  same 
time  as  an  entrepot  between  Montreal  and  Kingston :  a 
bioclL  hooae  bad  been  erected  for  the  interior  defence^ 
but  the  roof  waa  flat,  and  coald  have  been  gained  iidtlioiit 
dlfllcully-  from  the  parapet  Such '  a  place  withont  m 
fraiaingy  a  ditch,  palliHidM,  or  abbads,  garrisoned  by 
only  200  or  2o0  men,  its  utmost  strength,  could  have 
made  little  opposition,  even  in  open  day,  to  cdhimfis  of 
500  select  men»  marcliing  simultaneously  upon  each  of  its 
Conse-     fhces.  The  blow  woold  have  diaconcertedy  diatraDted  and 


^iu  fidi.  appaiied  the  enemy*  and  Ckmrnor  Tompluna  naored  me 
its  aceomplialiment  would  enable  hini  t6  turn  out  500O 

militia ;  our  regular  force  could  then  have  been  incorpo- 
rated at  Ogdensburgh  a?id  in  tlie  vit  inity,  and  the  Tana- 
das  would  have  been  effectually  dissevered :  Kingston 
and  the  peninsula  would  have  fallen  by  Cumne,  or  the 
aword,  at  our  dfacretton  $  the  lake  aquadron  would  have 
been  deatroyed— and  what  would  have  been  the  ellbcta? 
Montreal  might  have  been  taken  In  the  spring,  before  the 
arrival  of  a  man  from  Europe — thousand  «>i"  lives  since 
sacrificed  witlnnit  object,  would  have  been  spared — and 
the  public  treasure  would  not  have  been  dissipated  in 
building  80  gun  ahipe  on  Lake  Ontario*  and  in  aenaeleaa 
enterprisea** 

HiB  plan      Whilat  indulging  theae  cheering  antlcipathina,  of  ren- 

by^hJ^  dering  such  important  services  to  my  country,  and  aJl 
riv-lotor-  hands  were  actively  engaged  in  preparation^^,  an  express 
tlJetea-r  ^^^^  Colouei  Jenkins,  quarter-master  general  at  Albauy, 
tary  of  reached  me  on  .the  evening  of  the  26tb*  or  morning  of  the 
27th;  and  at  once  put  at  end  to  my  preparadanat  blasted 
att  ray  bopea*  aobjected  the  public  to  miillena  of  expenae^ 
aacrilioed  thrice  the  humber  of  men  Preicett  wonld'hafo 
cost,  and  as  at  JSI^agarUf  axya^td  Uie  frontier  to  Uq  ovcr- 
i  uu  by  the  enemy. 


war. 


« 
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CHAP. 

^  WarDtpaTimnti  Jan.  20//i,  1814. 

"Sir, 

**  i  have  the  onlcra  of  the  President  to  infortii  yout 
tfiaf  ftnrirr  a  full  consideration  of  jrour  present  position 
on  the  Salmon  liver*  in  relation  .as  wdl  to  present  safe* 
tjr«*  as  to  ftttnra  operationsy  it  Is^hia  direction  that  you 
mhaadon  that  position^  and  that  after  detaching  General 
Brtiwn  witir'  two  thousand  n^en  and  a  conopeteut  propor- 
tion  ot  your  field  and  battering  cannon  to  Sackett's  Har- 
bour, ><)u  will  fall  back  with  the  residue  of  your  torce, 
stores,  &c.  to  Plattsburg.  Means  should  be  unmodiately 
taken  to  cover  the  men  in  huts  or  barracks*  and  tn  pn^ 
note  this  object  orders  will  be  directly  sent  1from  this 
^re  to  the  officers  commanding  at  Plattsburg  and  Sack* 
ett's  iJarboiir,  to  put  into  activity,  by  hired  labour  and 
fatigue  duty,  all  the  resources  within  their  respective 
commands.  This  will  niit«  however,  supersede  any  auxi- 
liary measares  or  orders,  going  to  the  same  olyect*  whicll 

«<  i'he  sick  and  wonnded  of  the  amy  should    sent  Is 

BurUngton.t 

« I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
<«  Very  respertfnlly,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 
»  JOHN  ARMSTEONG. 


*  Yet  fbdicfe  there  wm  not  aa  oAoer  in  ibs  mif  who  did  aqt 
Hieii  coMider  Um  position  pct^Mlly  safe*  Qttend  Bmra  dMiied  to 
be  Attselwd  tqrlO^OCX)  men. 

t  Hamanity  f^bt^t  tSoB,  as  siioy  of  them  would  liave  periifaed  on 
the  load. 


VOX.  I. 
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M£MOiBd 

**  War  Ikpartmadf  /otu  1614. 

'  M  The  tnovementi  of  the  armyt  directed  by  my  letter 
ywterdftyt  are  to  be  8imolt«iieou8»  the  better  te  secwe 
both  fi  um  the  entei  prises  of  tlie  enemy. 

«•!  ani)  Sir,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servanU 

^  JOHN  ABMST&ONG. 

M  Majfof'genaiU  WiliMtom/* 

The  reader  wilt  not  fkil  to  renark  on  the  absolute  te> 
nor  of  this  order,  which,  in  the  dead  of  winter  was  to 
produce  an  entire  change  in  the  disposition  of  the  main 
body  of  the  armyy  jiiat  aft^r  the  trtMps  had  made  tbeoi* 
aelvea  comfortable  Hi  quarterB*  at  an  immeim  «zpeiiae» 
by  wbicb  the  abaadonmeat  of  oar  boapltal  to  the  cnemyy 
Sufieringt  with  our  sick  and  ^woofided*  became  InevitaMe ;  and  the 
S^rwps  ^''^^P''  ("™^^">'     ^''^'^^  feeble  convalescents)  were  exposed 
wereez-  to  Severe  sufferings  and  certain  destruction;  and. all  thm 
under  the  pretext  of  dangefs  which  did  not  exteV  *nd  of 
fiitoro  operations  without  a  |laik 

Qn  the  recmpt  of  the  above  order,  t  despatched  ^  lol* 
lowing  letter  to  General  Brown. 

FUUUfmrg,  Jmmaqf  ^th^  18U. 

«Sir, 

<«  You  most  be  prepared  march  for  Sacl^efclfs  Har- 
boiuv  with  two  thousand  men*  and  a  competent  propor*- 
lisn  of  ield  and  battering  cabnoa.  Ton  nndentand  the 

route  infinitely  better  than  I  do ;  and  therefore  in  concert 
with  the  quarter-master  general,  will  have  transport  pro- 
Tided,  and  every  necessary  arrangement  made  to  accele- 
rate the  movement.  You  may  loolc  for  met  on  Monday 
or  Tacsday»  when  wo  will  ditermtn^  what  corps  ahaU 
compooe  yonr  detachoMnti-^n  the  mean  tima  bave  the 
whole  of  the  troops  prepared  to  mai-ch;— and  as  this  un* 
looked  for  disposition  and  division  of  our  force,  may  ex- 
pose us  to  the  enierprise  of  the  enemy  in  oar  nolighbour* 
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hoody  this  onter  miMt  be  cAotioii4]r  conceakdy  from  «n  OBAP. 

persons  but  the  quarter-master  general  and  tlic8tej)s  you 

may  be  obliged  to  adopt,  ought  to  be  Attributed  to  any  ^ 

otiier  causey  but  the  true  one. 

Witli  €oiiMlerati4iii  and  n«|ieet» 
<«  I  Iwye  Ike  iMMioyr  to  be»  Sir, 
*•  Tour  obedient  semnty 

«JA.  WILKINSON. 

firigadicr-general  Brown*''* 

ladeedy  tbe  tmnsactioni  of  this  perlodf  particularljr 
iHmi  «•  take  into  view  tbe  ctpriciom  dispoeition  of  the 
tofCB  imder'Major-geneial  Isardy'a^ar  to  be  among 
those  inscrutable  mysteneSy  wbicli  the  rulers  of  nations 
think  it  expedient  to  conceal  from  tJic  vulgar.  It  was 
reported  in  the  channels  of  public  iniunnation«  tluit  tlie 
lalealieo  of  breabiaf  op  the  caataament  at  French  Mills 
was  to  provide  an  ade^naftelbice  for  tbodefisBce  of  8ack« 
ett^Harboai^ortoattaobXIngslOBi  b^tvcr^  sooa  after^ 
the  troops  under  General  Brown  were  heard  of  marehing 
and  counter-marching  through  snowi  mud  and  water, 
between  Sackett's  Harbour  and  Niaj^ai  a.  Thtse  move- 
aieats  appeared  to  be  at  variance  with  public  rumoai> 
siaoe^  if  Sadiett's  Haiboar  was  to  be  defendadf  or  King^ 
ton  assaiiUmlf  it  woald  aot  oaam  to  be  the  hat  nunU 
of  accomplishing  either  el^ec^  to  march  the  very  troops 
ostensibly  destined  to  perform  these  important  services, 
a  distance  of  about  150  miles  south  of  tlie  points  of  de- 
fence and  attack,  especially  at  such  a  season.  My  coun- 
trjmea  wiil  not  perlmpi  have  forgotten  the  pains  taken 
by  the  govenMMot.io  traoaGir  from,  ilo  own  imbeiciiilj» 
improvidenoe»  and  parshnonyy  Ibe  reproach  attached 
tp  the  army  at  flam  aux  Bocvf  In  1808^  whera 
tlic  soldier  suffering  under  tlic  diseases  of  the  climate, 
was  denied  by  lus  govorninent  the  sustenance  suited  to 
the  debility  of  bis  condition««r  necessary  to  the  resto- 
faHon  ^  bla  bealtbi  wbera  »iiiL  and  porter  were  in* 
terdkted  men  who  were  adffwiag  ereiy  prifation  and 
the  extreiite  of  disease,  for  a  palti;y  aUpeojl  aT  At,^  doUai* 


9«8 


CHAP,  a  rnontii*  This  seiiBibUity  which  was  then  so  much  aKie^ 
appeara  to  have  been  totally  exhaiiiteil  on  that  otcasimi  $ 
for  no  inquiry  has  been  yet  Mde*  por  any  inforaation 
.  given  on  those  desolAting  operations,  frttitful  only  of 
misery  and  waste  ui  tlit'  public  nrsiturccs  aiMl  of  human 
Ufe. 

As  my  iettrr  of  the  16th  January*  written  at  Water- 
Ibrdf  a  few  miles -from  Albany,  would  reach  Wa8htn|i;toit 
^jr  the  Nfnlar  coorae  of  the  OMil  about  the  SOih  ;  i»hat 
the  precise  motiTea  were  which  operated  on  the  war  mi* 

nisUr  or  the  oitltc  counrif,  immediately  to  arrest  my  en- 
ter])rise,  it  is  for  those  who  havr  mai  kcil  the  charartcr  uf 
•<»Pg^d  their  measuiTs  generally  to  IVirm  an  opinifjn ;  but  as  th© 
tor  the*    euccesarul  attack  of  Prcscott,  whirh  Governor  Tompkins  . 
himself  believed  practicable*  wofuld'  have  deiepLted  the  in- 
tl-igoes  of  my*  enemies* '  checked  the  ^urrsBt  ef  tlbnAM 
and  averted  the  persecutions  wbkh  had  been  detemo&ndft 
on ;  woidd  it  be  ancharitablc,  to  supptise  that  ttiosc  ctm- 
siderations  made  it  advisable  to  prevent  the  attempt,  and 
for  this  purpose*. as  no  reasonable  objection  could  be  op- 
posed to  an  enterprise*  vMcli*  Mependent  of  its  latriiMdc 
merits*  bad  been  .reoommended  by  Governor  Tompkins;* 
the  hasty  nvder-of  the  36th*  wss  made  out  hf  -wdtr  of  Pi«« 
sident  Madison;  or,  is  to  bo  imputed  to  thf  iiislaUle  pro- 
jects  and  varillatirija^  routif  i|q  of  the  rotmtrj  ,  so  unprofita- 
biy  conspicuous  througlkuut  the  war?  The  first  hypn- 
thesis  is  however  iHit  loo  probable*  as  tlie  system  of 
intrij^e*  and  the  desperate  -  schemes  Which  were  at  this 
time  in  operation*  to  form  p^irtips  fovoumbfe  to  particu- 
lar views  of  ambition,  liad  arrived  at  a  stage  of  w  irkcii 
maturity.     Station  and  rank  in  the  army,  were  not 
considered  so  much  tor  the  military  defence  of  the  coun- 
try* as  for  the  political  elevation  of  individuals.  Rival 
candidates  for  the  presidency  contended  who  should  ae- 
cnre  the  most  inffnentlid  and  active  partisans;  and  the 
passions  of  these  adherents  Were  to  be  grhtilled  by  tlie 
sacrifice  of  rivals,  the  sepuration  of  superiors,  or  the  de- 
pression of  every  man  who  was  ritfjcr  not  subsei'vi^at*  or 
who  maintained  the  dignity  oi  self  respect. 
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Itx^ill  be  perceived  by  the  secretary's  onler,t!hat  in  bis  CHAP, 
hurry  he  ha<l  overlooked  our  post  at  Chateau.^ay  Four 
Corners,  or  forg;ot  we  had  such  a  post,  for  his  order  is 
confini'd  to  the  cantonment  at  Frenrii  Mills.    I  sliould 
have  been  warranted  by  a  strict  observance  of  my  orders^ 
in  leaving;  the  former  j^arrison  beiiind  me,  but  as  it  would 
have  been  exposed  to  the  combined  force  of  the  enemy  at 
Cornwall,  Coteau  de  Lar,  and  east  of  the  St.  Lawrence  ;  ^ 
to  prevent  its  bein/z^  cut  up,  I  withdrew  it  on  my  own  re- 
sponsibility;  and  a  few  days  after,  the  enemy  entered  our  Enemy  ad- 
territory  with  a  motly  force  of  about  2000  men,  compos-  ^^,"^t"^^y 
ed  of  regular  troops,  militia,  and  Indians,  advanced  to  Pour  Cor- 
Cliateau.^ay  Four  Corners,  and  ravaged  the  country  for 
twenty  miles  round,  to  the  gi*eat  dismay  and  suffering  of 
the  inhabitants.     Yet  these  scenes,  like  those  of  the 
sti*ait  of  Niagara,  were  suffered  to  escape  the  attention  of 
the  govrrnment.    Some  sensibility  was  manifested  by  the 
public,  in  consequence  of  which,  the  elected  representa- 
tives of  the  peoph*  and  the  guardians  of  their  riglits,  call- 
ed upon  the  secretary  to  make  a  report ;  and  never  did  a 
legislative  body  receive  a  report,  so  replete  with  disre- 
gard to  its  requisition,  and  to  public  and  individual  jus^ 
ticc.  Instead  of  a  view  of  tlie  military  affairs  and  a  rela- 
tion of  transactions,  concerning  which  the  representa^ 
tive  body  had  sought  for  information,  the  chief  officer  of 
the  executive  in  the  war  department,  did  not  condescend 
to  offer  a  single  sentence  of  narrative  or  exposition  ;  but 
taking       mass  of  correspondence  in  the  war  office,  he 
selected,  garbled,*  ayid  put  together  a  volume  of  those 

•  As  an  instance  of  the  dexterity  of  ihc  secretary  of  war  at  garb- 
linj^,  I  will  call  the  reader's  attention  to  the  following  ex'.ract,  taken 
from  the  67th  page  of  the  report  laid  before  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, January  31,  1814,  by  the  righteous  President  Madison.  ^  , 

.1  V  ...  .  •  . 

-Exrracr  of  a  letter  from  Major-general  n'ilkun$on  to  the  tecretary  ofvar, 

dated  December  2\(/i,  l&'^S-  ,    .  ^ 

"  I  believe  I  have  not  hitherto  transmitted  you  a  copy  of  a  commu- 
nication which  took  place  between  Commodore  Chauncey  and  myself, 
the  day  before  i  sailed  from  French  Creek,  and  I  do  it  now  to  shew  ^ 
rou  what  were  my  anticipations  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy  left 
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AAr.  papeNf  iHioDy  oaHting  ioMt  and  wtthMl  esplaiiCtM 

of  anjy  80  arrangwl  Umbi  that  thejr  i«m  calculated 
^^"^^"^  deceive  rather  than  inform  i  bat  adaj^bed  to  promote  the 

behind  met  and  bow  delusive  were  all  the  promises  made  to  me,  tbat 
my  rc*r  ihould  be  protected  "  The  charitable  object  of  this  publica- 
tion was  to  excite  a  hostility  between  Commodore  Chauncc)  ajod  my- 
aclf,  wbcn  it  was  in  fact  the  deluuve  promuetot  the  secretary  thjat  I 
particularly  alluded  to.  '  '  ' 

It  did  not  suit  the  policy  of  the  secretary  to  publish  the  whole  of 
this  letter,  which  1  stiall  now  oiTer  to  the  public,  because  it  would 
have  eipoied  some  inlbroiatioii  to  the  Uonae  of  Representatives, 
which  might  have  been  wtii&cUiry  to  than»  and  whieh  It  was  his  iiv 
icteat  to  cooeeaL 

^  Bni  qm^h  3k4  mnmh^,  IBIS. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  tnnamit  you  a  copy  of  my  correspondence 
with  Sir  George  Prevott,  respecting  the  system  of  retaliation  forced 
upon  Ui  by  the  conduct  of  the  British  government ;  and  also  touching 
parole  exchange,  in  which  the  baronet  does  not  in  rry  jridgtoeatcjdbi- 
^itthat  broad  liberality,  wliicli  hia  rank  and  slanon  bespeak. 

"We  h-.w'c  as  yet  experienced  neither  injury  nor  insult  from  Ihc 
enemy,  and  if  I  rightly  mterpr  i  appearances,  he  would  moat  readily 
enter  into  a  suspension  of  liosiibties  for  the  winter. 

«<  Our  occupaiicy  of  liie  I'rench  Mills  in  the  vicinity  of  the  St.  Law- 
rence with  our  main  force,  has  produced  the  embarrassments  which  I 
aalieipated»and  obliged  the  enemy  to  vtakea  his  opper  poatt,  in  order 
to  protect  hiftettlenMotioppMite  to  that  potitioB.  With  tbrae  poets 
ve  ftra  a  cotdim  from  the  St.  Lawieiieie  to  Lake  Chtnplein,  appnni- 
iMolt  die  eneaqr  and  eover  ear  ova  Mltlceieotay  whUe  this  cboidtf 
arfkaehlifM  U«te  siiiBlsiaaehateor  tesor  tvelfe  poaci^oBtiie 
aegment  of  a  drda^  eztcndiof  from  the  bis  sex  Keix  in  fteat  of  ear 
right  wiag,  to  OooivaU  on  oilr  left  iiaak,  a  diataace  of  aboat  150 
aailes. 

'*  Our  cantonment  near  the  St.  t4awreAce  being  put  in  a  atate  of  «e- 
caHty  against  any  s^tack  of  the  enemy,  my  next  attention  will  he  cslt^ 
ried  to  the  Four  Corners,  where,  in  the  course  of  a  month.  I  fiittcp 
myself  we  shall  be  in  a  situation  to  bid  defiance  to  the  ^mhioed  force 

of  the  ciicmy,  from  Chaleaugay  to  St.  John's  inclusive. 

"The  spirits  ftf  the  troops  composing  the  division  of  the  St.  Law« 
rence  appear  to  be  invincible,  and  in  spile  of  the  evils  i  hey  experience, 
they  are  gaining  health)  these  evils  may  be  comprised  under  a  few 
heads,  viz.  in  a  scanty  allowance  of  xanvlkotetntm  bread ;  the  floor 
which  was  deposited  long  ago  at  Platisbnrg^,  and  exposed  since  to  tljc 
weather,  by  Major-general  Hampton,  every  barrel  of  it  iiavmg  beca 
damftfett,  and  the  depot  now  exhausted ;  leaving  us  in  thia  quarter* 
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&h§tdi  iMch  he  tbeii  contemplated,  and  for  wbicli  every  chaf. 

other  interest  was  set  aside;  tbat  of  the  appointment  of 

a  ImUmnt-gnmUi,  to  wiuck  the  secretary  of  war  as-  ^^^^^^ 

of  such  as  it  is,  a  few  days  on  hand  without  a  prospect  of  a  supply,  as 
I  underiiUrid  Mr.  Thorn,  co-contractor,  from  the  quarter  of  Lake 
Champlain.  My  requmtim$  founded  on  the  contract^  m}  rrht  have 
i»revented  this  evil,  but  far  the  HUerpoeition  ^  ^mtr^ttruetiong,  to  Mr. 
Anderton,  of  the  2d  irutant,  which  I  do  eoneeitfe  -would  rentkr  any 
further  intetfkrmce  on  pari  improper;  unlesa  it  be  to  accelerate 
pad  fteflitite  the  operaikvnt  of  Bfr.  Thorn  by  eveij  meant  in  my  pow. 
er,  to  do  him  justice  nppiart  iia)ottt  and  actnet  and  hat  gone 
poat  to  .mica*  Inefced  by  the  aothori^  of  tlie  quarter-maatcr  gcncial^ 
in  oider  to  haaien  Ibr^vafd  aaq^ftem  thatqeartort  in  tlieiM«i 
tinie  mtat  teaort^  to  mutupiattdu  oC  vhidi,  I  aadantand*  a  qinM. 
iityhad  bctalbuid  at  PlattAuil't  «9^Hf^  m  lAt  wmhtr  Ute  tK 

"  2d.— The  great  4^kkmeg  and  tMiy  M         of  madfolnaa  and 
botpttal  stores. 

••ad. — The  want  of  pay,  the  public  beiag  in  arreart  to  some  of  their 
torps  from  the  Ut  of  Jufy,  and  to  the  remainder  from  the  l$t  of  Sep* 
iember;  I  fear  bad  consequences  from  this  defect,  because  discharged 

men  returning  home  with  arrcara^s  due,  may  spread  reports  inju- 
rious to  the  recruiting'  service,  and  the  unprincipled  part,  among' 

thoie  whose  terms  of  tervice  do  not  toon  expire^  npj  be  tempted  to 
desert,  and  * 

••4th. — Winter  clothing,  to  include  blankets,  flannel  shirts,  preat 
coats,  a  large  slock  of  strong  socks,  with  woollen  caps  and  mittens  i 
without  the  three  last  articles,  wc  can  make  no  enterprise  upon  the 
enemy,  nor  can  the  men  meant  guards  without  exposing  t^ir  ears, 
toes,  and  fingers  to  he  fi«*tJblllao.   •  - 

«•  I  beliata  l  ime  aot  hiihaato  tiMnitled  Jtm  a  copy  of  a  eemara* 
fiteatian  vhieh  toolc  p6ee  baiweaa  Connodote-Chaiana^  aad  myself. 
Hie  day  before  I'  aailed  f^^Ffeneb  Cieekji  aad  1  da  it  now  to  ahew 
you  frltal  weie  my'  aafieipatidna  of  jllie'aifaifemNita  of  Ihe  enemy  left 
behiad  Me»  aadlmw  dakiaite^ett aU  the  pteiaiaaa  laadu  tlMiaay 
tear  should  be  partaated.. 

''To  eolhfce  the  principles  of  subordination  and  diseipltiiaii,ai|d  to 
aae  duty  fCglHairly  performed.  Major  Pinkney,  vhom  I  hire  naaied 
aa  aa  adietaQt-genersl.bi  place  of  Walbach,  agreeably  to  your  propo* 
tition  at  Sackett's  Harbour,  hat  taken  hit  station  at  the  French  Mills, 
and  is  the  only  officer  of  that  appointment  to  10,000  men,  at  present 
on  this  station  ;  and  as  Major  Johnson,  the  assistant  inspector,  has 
lately  died,  and  we  have  no  ofHccr  here,  at  the  head  of  that  depart- 
ment, 1  shall  appoint  Major  Cu minings  to  perform  the  duty,  and  do 
recommend  him  to  you  for  confirmation  in  the  appointment,  at  I  find 
him  an  officer  qualified  to  reach  the  highest  grades  of  hit  pcoffst- 
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fiiffd;  thf!  metisure  beyond  all  doubt  would  hate 
ce«ded»  had  not  anotber-auniRter  at  the  game  time  bena 
in  competition  for  tbe  same  station ;  by  tbis  oooflict  of 
peraonal  aqibitlont  the  public  was  mcued  ffom  llw 
additional  burthen;  .for  the  rivals  ackno^ledjired  by 
their  conduct  that  the  office  was  wholly  unnecessary^ 
each  rutiter  opposing;  its  creation,  tliati  ciMK^iiitin,c  to 
see  iiis  rival  elevated.  Such  was  the  spirit  of  ^nU^UMm 
and  virtue  which  p^rvaded^our  poliiic  coaitcUi^' peH<Ua2 
a  wart  the  issue  of  which  was  yet  uncertain j  aad.Wbfn 
the  national  funds  were  In  elToct  exhausted.     -  /  /- 

From  this  painful  retrospect,  I  shall  proceed  to  take  a 
desuU»)ry  view  ol  the.iucident<i  on  the  westt  iu  in^uLior  of 
the  state  of  New  York,  and  the  strait  of  Niae^ara.  during 
tho  winter  and  the  campaign  of  1814.  l-regrei  that  mjr 


lion,  •houtd  hit  life  be  ipured.  I  thank  God  t  bm  coaqumd  my  dia. 
c«sc^  Mid  without  a  ivlapteft  hope  to  mount  oqr  bone  in  two  wceka  t  t 
wiib  I  could  Mjr  ae  mnek/lbr  Cteneral  Isard,.  whose  life  has  been  in  ex- 
treme danger,and  who  la  inciipable  of  any  kind  of  duly,  and  moat  leMie 
the  dittrict  ao  ioon  aa  he  can  be  moved  in  a  aleigh.  TbeS  tbia  ineet 
c^tieat  command  of  10,000  ihen,  aay  1^000^  jnehidiof  the 
poffU  of  the  dSatriot,  will  bo  kft  in  nif  ehargo  with  a  aingl 
dier<feneral  to  asiiat  me,  and  he^  tbengh  enei^Koiic^  aeUoua  and 
htave,  aaoldier  of  Jh»  mmtht  ttantBi^t  and  ofooutie,  in  a  great  mon> 
eure  ignormit  of  the  org^anitation,  formation,  and  e^mUnation  of  wuUuay 
iodiei,  and  indeed  of  the  genetal  prineiplee  of  duty  and  fervice.  You 
perceive  I  have  p^iven  up  all  idcng  of  nbandotiing-  mv  command,  and 
havinfj  made  myself  master  of  every  direct  approach,  ji-jd  every  dc- 
vions  route  to  t!ic  enemy,  in  my  front  and  on  ray  ieft  tmk^  by  land 
and  water,  I  should  prefer  to  finish  in  May  next  ihe  work  I  have  be- 
gun; but  if  the  war  in  this  quarter  is  lo  be  prostciupd,  no  matter  who 
conducta  it,  the  preparation  should  he  mra  bcgnn^  tlial  uperatiOJIS 
may  be  commenoed  the  moment  the  winter  breaks,  «ay  eordr  in  ^friis 
then  by  two  simple  distinct  operations,  by  difTcrent. routes  hitherto 
unknown,  yet  very  obvioua^  Upper  Canada  may  be  ledneed  aodposaea- 
aion  taken  of  Montreal,  probably  by  tho  Ist,  oeMain|f  bafino  Urn  SCHh 
of  June, 

"-IbafcnoletlteliMniyouahMa^teSMhollima.  * 

•*  Wiih  perfbet  reapeet^  1  baio  the  hDoovrto  bc»  Sii^ 
■*  Vbnr  obedient  aecwttlt, 

^JA.  WOJUHSOV. 

The  Bon,  Jeha  ArmHtong»  Secretary  ^  IVar.^ 
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means  of  information  respecting  the  transactions  in  this  CHAP, 
quarter,  are  neither  so  ample,  nor  so  particular,  as  to 
enable  me  to  enliven  the  narrative  and  interest  the  read-  ^'^'^^'^^ 
er,  to  the  extent  my  inclinations  would  lead  mc  ;  but  from 
the  general  character  of  General  Brown,  and  the  va- 
rious misrepresentations  in  which  he  has  been  detected   '  • 
by  Commodore  Chauncey,  Major-general  Kiplcy,  Cap-  ^ 
tain  Treat  lately  of  the  army,  and  other  pei*sons,  no  con- 
iidsnce  can  be  placed  in  his  official  reports ;  and  the  Mlsreprc- 
lights  which  should  distinguish  truth  from  falseliood  in  tn!J,uud' 
such  cases,  seem  to  have  been  so  sedulously  obscured,  not  fiene- 
only  by  the  actual  spectators,  but  by  the  national  cxecu-  [.fh^roX 
tive,  that  wc  must  look  forward  to  a  period  when  intrigue  c'** 
and  corruption,  shall  have  ceased  to  interpose  an  impcnc- 
trablc  veil  between  the  people  and  their  public  concerns, 
before  the  merits  of  those  transactions  will  be  developed;  . 
at  present  all  that  can  be  gathered  consists  of  detached 
fragments,  which  have  by  the  force  of  ciiTumstances 
broken  through  the  obstructions,  by  which  the  general 
history  has  been  obscured. 

In  tlic  autumn  of  1814,  Colonel  R.  Nicholas  presented  Case  of 
a  written  complaint  to  the  secretary  of  war,  impeaching  lierkimcr 
the  veracity  of  General  Brown  in  a  variety  of  instances,  ^^ 
which  he  offered  to  prove,  and  demanded  an  inquiry.  But  tccri. 
a  compliance  with  this  fair  claim,  would  not  comport  witli 
the  established  system  of  corrupt  intrigue.  Col.  Nicholas  \ 
was  promoted,  the  complaint  stifled,  and  the  General 
screened  from  public  exposition ;  which  was  all  that  the 
moral  justice  of  the  executive  of  a  republic  deemed  neces- 
sary.   The  same  scene  of  national  honour  and  character 
prevailed,  in  repelling  the  force  of  Commodore  Chaun- 
cey's  manly  letter,  and  the  recorded  outrage  of  military 
honour  and  public  justice  in  the  case  of  Captain  Joseph 
Treat.* 

There  is  another  case  not  less  remarkable,  in  which  the 
voice  of  truth,  and  the  honour  and  tiie  feelings  of  a  respect- 
able officer  and  his  corps,  have  experienced  from  Presif 

*  See  Appendix,  No.  V. 
vol.  It  .  4  JL 
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CHAP  dMit  Madten  the  saoie  told  cwtenipt  >  The  g»ii«C 
^ Migor  HBrkiiDOTy .«  rdalWe «f  the  reToloticMliary  hm  of 

the  same  naoiey  made  the  compiaint  8iihj<Hned  to  the  Pre- 
aident  of  the  United  States,  on  the  lat  July,  1813;  and 
on  the  19th  their  complaints  were  answered  hy  the  pre- 
aieition  of  General  Brown« 

4 

To  Tu  Heir«  Jomr  Amutraimh  Bb^bxtaet  ev  Waw^ 

c 

«<  SacketVs  JUarbonr,  July  lit,  1&13« 

M  The  ofllcial  commnnication  oT  General  Brown  to  tho 
Secretary  of  waiv  relative  to  the  attack  on  this  post  by  the 
enemy  on  tlie  S9tli  Nay  iaat,  has  at  leiigth  natde  Its  afk- 
pearance  in  the  public  prints.  I  am  -constrained,  from  a 

duty  I  owe  to  myself  and  the  volunteers  at  present  under 
111}  cuniuiandy  to  state  that  the  communication  is  so  re- 
plete with  incorrectness  and  misrepresentations^  as  to  as- 
tonish all  who  were  present  and  eye  witnesses  to  the  en- 
gaj^ment  I  feel  sensible.  Sir,  that  every  officer  of  rank 
ought  to  treated  wHh  respect^  so  long  ae  he  gives  those 
their  due  who  are  placed  under  his  command ;  but  when 
ail  officer  will  for  self-a ^s^mTidjzemi  nt y  or  tlie  hope  pro- 
motion, stoop  to  meajinc6s — thereby  injuring  t/te  reputation 
and  feelings  of  ihxm  who  have  volunteered  their  services  to 
thtir  connfry  at  Oft  eaormeHS  sacrifice,  and  'Wko  art 
havs  been  xbUUng  ai  aU  Umes  ta  miOn'go  Ifte  fi^Hgau  aid 
'  d^rhaHons  ef,  a  campaign^  Ats  eomSmi  flRmd  tfts  nusf 
fd^Ud  animadversion. 

I  ihall  now  proceed  to  state,  in  as  concise  a  manner 
as  tlie  iiatiae  of  the  case  will  admit  of,  the  transactions. 

«  On  the  everiirii^  of  the  28th  May,  General  Browa 
came  to  Horse  Island,  (where  the  volunteers  were  sta- 
tioned) an4  ordered  Colonel  MiUs,  (who  theq  coommnded 
the  yolanteers,}  that  in  ease  of  an  attack  from  the  ene- 
my,  to  retreat  fmmedialely  fronr  the  island  and  join  htm 
and  the  militia  on  the  main  land,  immediately  opposite 
the  ibland,  near  one  mile  distant  frotn  the  Harbour, 
(where  the  regular  troops  were  stationed,)  and  in  case 
the  enemy  were  too  powerfulf  to  retreat  urto  |he  woodst 
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form  and  keep  up  a  retreating  fire  imlii  joined  bjr  the  gh/ip. 
regulars. 

*^  At  4Mfhtmk  on  the  noroiiig  of  the  d9tli»  tlie  wgmj  ^"^'^^^'^ 
w«re  diioovered  to  m«ke  for  the  ialaiid  with  their  ship- 
ping aiid  bcMiti»  ;  Giilimel  Miite  innediately  ordered  the 

regiment  to  be  formed,  which  being  done  lie  nmn  Ijcd 
tUvm  off  the  island  and  joined  General  Brown  wiUi  his 
militia. 

M  It  will  hscossary  here  to  ob^ervsi  that  the  rolrni- 
leer  raiment  at  this  time  consiated  of  not  more  than  150 
eibctm  melt. 

'  ^  Having  joined  the  GoncraU  we  were  ordered  to  take 
•  our  stand  on  the  margin  of  the  lakct  where  the  enemy  ^ 
were  obliged  to  land  4  the  miliiia  on  our  left  and  rear.  It 
is  troe  that  General  Brown  ordered  the  volunteers  to  re- 
serve their  fife  witU  ereig^:  shot  ahf^ild  hit  its  ohjflct*  In 
ithis^particidar  he  wHs  pwictaalljr ^obeyed  f  not  a  gon  was 
ifsd  tiD^l  tii»  eneny  had  cxine  within  60  paces,  when  €e* 
lonel  Mills  ordered  the  men  to  fire.;  they  commenced 
iiring,  and  discharged  their  pieces  from  three  to  four 
times  each,  until  Uie  enemy  were  within  three  rods  of 
o«r  line.  JVbt  a  num.  of  the  volunUer  corps  had  Utft  his 
po9i  9r  had  Jtke  nM  di^aiU  id^  ff  itcanbe 

judged  correctly  fim  of^peanaiwet.  JU  Udi  Umtp  Ceikmd 
JItiUs  very  prudentUf-ardered  a  reirtat;  notf  hmtoert  ft^srs 
it  was  discovered  that  the  principal  pari  of  thc^mifitia  iiad 
retreated  into  the  woods. 

The  volunteers  having  ceased  firing,  did  not  retreat 
ii  that.pertept  order /that  coidd  be  wished. .  This,  how- 
tWf  WIS  iaipr«ctieahWowins  to  th^  trees  ,  and  hushes 
being  cat  down  in  th;»  woiDdS'lsst  winter*  to  prevent  the 
enemy  (in  case  of  an  attack)  from  making  a  irapid  do* 
scent  npon  til c  Harbour,  in  consequence  of  which,  some 
of  the  men  got  scattered,  but  principally  all  joined 
after  getting  Uiroogh  the  woods.  On  the  retreat.  Colonel 
JIftifo  netioed  iklKill  tkwgk  kMtft  breoit,  and  alo^  in- 
stanlhr  died. 

u  Tbe  volonteers,  agreeably  to  ordersr  retreated  to  the 
woods,  formed,  and  kept  ujp  a  retreating  fire,  until  tbey 
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CHAP.  j(»iup*l  tbc  reguijirs  and  some  militiay  at  the  u|)per  end  ol' 
the  barracks^  wliere  they  fought,  excepting  part  of  two 
^'^"^^^  coBpanics^  wbo  were  ordered  to  join  soaw  of  tlie  ranai^ 
Id;  iiillitia  on  our  left»  nUtU  tbe  mmj  retreaM. 

«  ThtiSy  8ir» I  tete given  yc^  a  brief  md-ctmcmt  state- 
mcnt  of  farts,  which  /  prenme  Benertd  Brown  wUt  noi 
undertake  to  (kny,  ami  sImuUI  iit,  it  slioU  be  satisfactorily 
proven. 

«It  is  inpossibley  8ir»  to  describe  the  teliags  of  the 
Toltnileera  on  this  occaflliui»  whose  objecta  wtm  atrictix 
to  attend  to  ilieir  duty»  batb  in  anil  oat  oC  the  teid> 

sides  the  foregoing  mUMUmenUf  €»emni  Britwn  Aot  eoM- 
mitted  othcrst  ivltich^  ivhctlier  done  through  malice  or  igno- 
raneey  are  unpardonable,  alluding  particularly  to  the  kill- 
ed»  wounded  and  missing  ;itis  imposiiUe  that  the  General 
in  thU  imtanee  caM  be  miataketh  bek^fiarmMt  h^WKifsdf 
wiib  a  Mnm  of  the  kiiledf  ivoandedf  4md  ■Mn|^»  Ba 
states  in  Ids  didal'  eiNnaivnicatimi*  tbat  mm  man  of  tbe 
Toiunteers  nnlv  was  kiUed,  whereas /mr  were  kiUedn  fior 
does  he  make  mention  of  the  wmiud  which  the  brave  Cap- 
tain  Collins  received  through  his  shoulder  with  a  musket 
ballf  although  the  General  fitpMitt^  spoke  to  Captain  Gil* 
Ite  oa  th^  nibjett  ^  hii  wmMf  and  with  whoai  be  was 
inHnatelj  aoqnaiated.  Of  the  nii8Sliig>«  nambar  ware 
taken  prisoners  and  -carried  tol^anadat  which  we  have 
since  learnt  from  one  of  the  volunteers,  wlio  was  sont 
back  from  Rin^^ton^  owing  to  the  wounds  he  received  in 
the  engagement.  .  ' 

The  General  lbrgeta»  in  hia  Ml  to  do  jastke  to  a  few 
iif  the  regulars^  to  make  the  amaUeat  mention  of  the  ex^ 
ertiotts  of  anr  patriotic  few»  who  witfaMood  tbe  sttscfc  df 
tlie  enemy»  and  is  totally  silent  with  respect  to  the  militia, 
whom  lie  so  bitterly  condemned  the  day  after  the  ac  lion, 
but  from  recent  occurrencfis,  U  u  to  be  presumed  he  teas 
lo^g^  what  to  write, 

« It  will  be  recoDectedt  that  firou  the  Britiak  official 
acconatf  and  fkwm  our  own  observatiottSt  thai  the  enenqr 
landed  from  loioo  to  12(00  regular  troops,  the  flowed  of 
the  Bntish  army.    ISo  officer  in  his  common  senses^ 
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resMum  al  tiiis  pIaoe»  altos  «|peidily  Tcintbroed,  (of 

which  there  was  nut  the  siQallest  prospect)  than  the  v(K 
luntcers  did. 

«  It  behoves  every  commanding^  officer,  under  those 
cifcumstanc«8f  to  report  to  the  secretary  of  war,  ths 
truiBAcdoBS  m  tkBj  bs?e  oociirred*  IFAy  Me  CPmerolysr 

comrosndant  of  ttie  dragoons  on  Ibot)  wImI  Arit  entered 
the  woods*  and  JisfdnwaU  of  the  regulars,  and  some  othen 
w1u> fought  with  the  utmost  bravery,  is  best  known  to  /liin- 
$df.  The  General. has  laboured  to  stigmatize  the  volun- 
teer regiment  as  much  as  possible*  mid  not  lmoims|g  haw 
iadoUwUktrMmkUtiiitkekuftnrkdia^ 
tnesrrscf  stetemM»  as  h  wsll  kno#n  tn  eveiy  olBoer  and 
soldier  who  were  present  during  the  action,  and  well 
known  to  the  Greneral  himself.  It  can  be  satisfactorily 
proven  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  that  the  General  did 
say  after  the  tottle,  that  the  volunteers  had  fought  well  and 
done  their  dsOfif  md  wkg  ikk  nnd  niattMono  sIMer^ 
It  leit  lenoim.  to  AlfliN^.  He  1M  wbnnded  tlie  Mings  ot 
botft  eitors  and  soMlers,  wbs  are  -eonsdsns  they  have 
done  their  duty,  and  bore  the  severities  of  the  battle ;  he 
has  disheartened  them  by  classing  them  with  the  militia* 
calling  them  raw  troops  unaccustomed  to  subordination. 

In  order  to  refute  this  charge,  I  appeal  J^towMIl 
Deaifedm  and  Gliandler*  Mk  of  mkna^^m^^ 
mand  at  this  post,  and  inspected  flie>oloiifeers9'aira  frifc* 
nounced  them  under  as  good  disc  ipline  and  subordination, 
as  any  of  the  re/^ulurs  who  were  in  the  Harbour.  The 
brave  General  Pike,  likewise,  (were  he  living)  would 
give  hinr  the  fte  ea  that  point ;  he  was  anxious  to  fcawn 
the  ^anleer  rqitaent  nttacbcd  tir  his  brigndfl^  and 
with  hlin  nn  Ids  first  expedition*  there  not  heing 
enough  in  the  fleet  for  the  whole  corps,  only  a  part  went* 
who  were  noticed  for  thef  r  brave  conduct,  because  it  w^ 
their  good  fortune  to  fight  under  |^nerals*  who  ween 
willing  to  iyrt  cradH  to  idl  wHa  dessffedlti  w4  wein  nn- 
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'foriimate,  it  uas  onr  misfortune  (in  a  timewblbb  tvM 
Bwn's  aouls)  to  be  pkuxi  vmdxir  tte  comtnand  of  a  wiZitui 
jpenerai  mdmjflmd.  ^^^^  herkIMER,  Jtfa/or, 

u  We,  the  undersigned  olBcerg  in  Ihe  Unit»d  Stotw  vo- 
|«ntcer  regiment,  dci  certify,  that  we  were  in  tlieMignge- 
meotnUwded  to  hi  the  foregoing  statement,  and  ih^X  it  m 

§MUttMAf  Qorrect, 

«  SAM'L.  PAESONS,  MjutaaL 

'  .   ;        «THOS*  COLLINS,  «i*l«»n. 
alOHKFBILlP8>^ 

«  GILES  KELLOGrGrito. 
«  CHESTER  GRISWOLD, 

4t  0AVID  MOYER,  do, 
«i  ALEX'N.  DUNLAP,  do. 

«  JOHN  F- WBNDALLf  ifow 
«  JAMES  PARKER,  do. 
'     «iJOSEPH  WOOD,  do. 
,         «♦  CURTISS  TttOllPi  2d 

After  a  perusal  ^  these  fiM:t%  tckcM  fcoa  may 
others,  let  it  be  rcmeii*erea  nnd  recorded  in  ereiy  pn- 
triot  bosom,  that  Major-general  Brown  was  nelected  by 
PKSident  Madison  and  the  secretary  of  war,  «  for  hi* 
npnraved  moral  character,''  not  only  to  take  the  com- 
niMof  the  nnny  of  Uie  United  Stotes,  but  0  most  odtau^ 
wtragt  of  common  dtotncf!  thof  appointed  him  to  preside 
at  a  conclave  of  junior  offitew,  with  anthofily  to  decide 
upon  the  milit^iry  character  and  merits  of  mei,  who  hnA 
erown  grey  in  the  public  service,  and  were  deftndtng  the 
filtered  of  their  country,  while  he  was  notoriously  em^ 
ployed  in  vielmting  its  laws,  for  the  advancement  of  hia 
private  fortune.'  _  •  _ 

The  procesa  for  redncing  ^  array  haita 
able  contrast,  with  the  arowed  purpoaca  of 
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intention  ut"  IIk.'  i^overnmcnt  ami  tlic  Icttrr  of  tlie  Uiw, 
more  j^lnrin^  or  more  prcj)ostrr()us.  T\\v  duty  wliicli  llic 
constitulion  asuigris  to  tbe-executive  tnagislrate,  has  been  • 

thig  has  fcejpiitliii Vily<<>rt  6f  ^thb  i<lijgiilMii'iia>  liiuwil 

iUfScesstTe  stages,  until  #ie  foriiF^bf  the  government  to* 
tally  (Jiaa|)])(.'ars,  arni  the  worst  features  ol'  despotism  re- 
u;iiLUc  and  deiermtiit  Uie  must  important  public  con- 
cerns. However  judicioi|»Hil  llftve  been  to  IMV^ 
placed  in  tiie  huRte^lM^IlM^^  <iif  iM^iMipf^ 
the  aeleetioii  of  titt^ 

were  DiMt  usefot  to  the  country;  jet  in  ttifs  i^e  Ge- 
neral Bru^urs  iucompetenr)  \\a^^  well  ujidcrsffir)(| :  his 
arti(icial  popularity  mi.^ljt  b*)  |)rolUa(j|y  usttl,  ahd  tlicre- 

iora  he  wftTcnMed  on  to  pf^rform  a  j^t»  whick<iuul  beea 
pmiousl^  fR«|iftM  ^te'Maiiit'the  wKf  office  i  he  wail  ii 
mere  couatir  jbr JOtifi  gamblen;  bait  aajo-:  . 

ther  assilla^  was  afcaokilety«iceasiiy  to  give  ^h^ip^'^ttd 

plausibility  to  the  works  of  a  band  of  mtlitary  eniptrics> 
anil  ilicrrldie  the  exterior  lunciions  ui  the  war  ministry 
were  united  wiih  those  ut  the  public  treasury,  m  tiie 
peraon  ol  the  honourable  A*  J»  Dallas,  esq.  This  gefi- 
tlemaa  aa  cbanoeHer  ef  ikt  WSbc^toer,  had  aifisMMl/  ^- 
cited  aniverad  admiiiitioii  bf  m  Mfj^y  vi^taM  ta^ 
lents,  and  it  was  deemed'iieeesaa^'liiSatM^^  *^pvb' 
the  defects  of  tlie  niiJitary  b(jai'dj,  and  the  want  ol"  dcx- 
tei  ity  in  tlitj  uuiiiister  whom  he  had  itiicvcd  liom  re«- 
poiisibiii^  On  tlieaevcnteenthi'ef.MllJ^*  1815,  he  issued 
Ihim  tba  war  efll€a«n  offida^  more  plaMat. 

bilify  and-  deterailned  iu^fUDdti!^  Hhm  can  be  fiMiad  per^ 
hap  on  the  peoorda  of  oay  ii^wiumemL  It  ia  ia  ^gMrflnl;. 
mcnts  worn  (jiit  1j/  vice  and  age,  that  a«ch  pollabad  hy- 
pocrisy IS  tho.  Common  currency?  it  vvas  an  iniusual  T'"'^^' 
refinement  npoa  premeditated  insult,  which  ilattcied  a  ."^ 
gallant  bodj^mnfiir  thei^  generosity  and  their  valour^ 
imd  inr  the  totflMflyi^  aacriftoBi^ 
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CHA^.  and  interests  of  the  very  worst  of  men.  By  such  roea&8  htm 
the  houQurable  profession  of  arms  been  indeUbljr  stained^ 
and  iho  purity  of  a  rspublic  tamiskMl^  to  lowwd  tha  da* 
vatioft  of  llatttrafa  aii^  political  |MtviiflMala»  Md  to  aaa* 
toia  tiM  projecto  of  m  haif  diigohwd  aad  griiidiaf  o%oru 
chy.  Thus  the  soldier's  honour,  once  the  emblem  of 
chastity,  has  heen  polluted  by  tht  association  of  impure 
ageotSy  to  smooth  Um  path  which  leads  to  the  chief  ma* 
giatracy  of  a  repreaentative  r^pablic,  I  ask  pardon  of 
my  mdaia  fy  tiiio  dig><p<iOB»  tod  lor  <^ 
tha-coafoaof  my  rdflactioiia  liaTO  IrraaiatiUy  caUod  iMh. 
'Where  the  honoor  of  his  country  is  coopromittcd,  the 
sensibility  of  every  true  American  is  awakened  and 
warmed*  but  particularly  that  of  a  citizen  of  the  revolu. 
tiai|.8  I  luura  yielded  to  a  dutiful  iupulaoy  aud  will  mv 

Mow'my  iMimlivOf 

I  h«fO  liMirl.ll  alleged  m  dUn^i  qaaiimt 
ilio  n^inloii  of  sone  paraona  whom  I  higlily  respect, 
that  although  it  is  admitted,  lliat  great  faults  have  beeti 
committed  in  the  military  operations  on  the  straits  of 
Niagara,  in  the  campaign  of  1814;  that  although  it 
nay  tio  ahawiij  that  'Uiiairepresentations  have  bean  ala* 
dioua^  aad  .aitfuUy  aaovioyady  ia  the  plaoa  of  tritlb 
aa  tbey  respect  Mk  bm  aad  jnaaaaves;  yet  aa  the 
e?ent8  altogether  have  exalted  the  military  character  of 
the  country,  ami  ex])anUed  the  national  fame,  it  would 
impuUtic,  to  strip  the  mask  from  the  face  of  hiijuis- 
ton»  or  to  call  the  puhliC'  attoatiaii  to  tiia  ainpUicity  of 
biatiMieal  truIlL  I  caaaot  hoivavar  aabocilM  to  liiceo  o|pl« 
iBKinuh  beeauea  an  expoai^a  will  not  impair  that  which 
[  does  not  depend  upon  false  representations,  and  vhicli  is 
,  the  more  securely  and  honourably  established  wben  truth 
'  and  justice  form  its  basis.  The  casuists  of  the  present 
day  appear  to  have  forgotten  that  the  war  of  the  revo- 
latioa»  and  the  anaiaa  1^  kj  WwMn^Km,  huA  not  oa^ 
aelaUieliod  aar  mifloaol  laaoww^  iMt*  laeialBd  and  oven 
vampMid  the  fime  of  Great  Britain.  It  la  tlMPa* 
fure  eRscniial  to  the  national  safety  and  Imoour,  as 
well  aa  to  the  causa  of  juaticcty  whhcJi  aoTor  shriakg  fiom 
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tlic  li.i^ltt  of  truth,  that  the  competency  of  thuir  servants  chap. 
should  be  well  understood  by  the  people,  to  the  end  that 
public  trust  may  be  safely  deposited;  and  whatever  may 
be  the  spirit  or  temper  of  the  times,  five  years  strict  in-  , 
vestigation  of  my  own  character  and  conduct,  have  taught 
me  to  consign  concealments  to  those,  who  aspire  to  place 
and  power  by  indirect  means,  and  are  content  to  enjoy 
the  fruits  of  their  aspirations,  by  tiic  sacrifice  of  that 
manly  independence,  which  I  appreciate  above  all  the  ho- 
nours and  riches  of  a  vain  transitory  existence. 

With  these  principles  for  my  guide,  I  shall  enter  upon 
the  devclopemcntof  theorriirrencrs  in  the  north  in  1314, 
with  a  sincere  desire  to  impart  to  tlie  reader,  without  pre- 
judice or  bias,  the  facts  and  incidents  which  have  been 
reported  to  me,  and  are  deemed  w  orthy  of  credit ;  beg- 
ging him  to  bear  in  mind,  that  I  write  from  the  informa- 
tion of  men,  whose  veracity  I  have  no  cause  to  question. 

1  have  in  the  preceding  part  of  this  chapter  cited  an  Reasons 
order  from  the  war  department  of  the  20th  Jan.  181 1',  for  bieak- 
under  the  exprcFS  authority  of  the  President,  by  which  "P 
the  cantonment  at  the  French  Mills  was  precipitately  French 
broken  up,  on  the  pretence  of  a  i^egard  tq  Uie  safety  of 
the  troops  and  to  ulterior  operations,  which  afterwards 
appeai'ed  to  be  the  immediate  defence  of  Sackett*s  Har- 
bour, or  the  attack  of  Kingston  from  that  place.  General 
Brown  marched  from  the  French  Mills  on  the  13th  Feb. 
with  a  corps  of  about  2000  men  of  his  own  selection f  and  General 
as  the  secretary  of  war  soon  after  took  him  under  his  ceivcs  the 
especial  orders,  nothing  worthy  of  note  fell  under  my  own  especial 
observation.    But  on  the  9th  of  March,  General  Brown  oHhe 
stated  to  a  subordinate  oflicer,  that  he  had  received  or-  cfcury. 
ders  from  General  Armstrong,  to  move  with  his  division 
from  Sackett's  Harbour,  and  invest  Fort  Niagara ;  that 
he  was  to  be  joined  thei*e  by  Colonel  Scott,  and  that  Go- 
vernor Tompkins  was  to  co-operate  with  5000  militia. 
The  same  officer  was  immediately  despatched  to  Albany,  Des- 
in  quest  of  munitions  of  war,  with  orders  to  report  him-  ^,fySkcr 
self  to  Colonel  Scott,  and  to  make  known  to  him  all  the  tu  Albany 
wants  of  the  division^  and  in  case  he  (Scott)  should  not 

VOL.  J.  4  M 


Google 


MEMOIRS  BY 

CUKV.  have  received  his  instructions  from  the  war  departmenty 
then  the  officer  was  to  reveal  to  Governor  Tompkins  the 
movements  and  expectations  of  the  General ;  in  the  mean 

onapir-  • 

ticuiar  time  the  troops  were  trudgini;  on  towartis  Niaejara  through 
service  ^^^^y  snow  and  mud  and  water.    On  arriving  at  Al- 

bany, General  Brown's  messenger  found  Colonel  Srott 
was  not  in  the  secret,  and  that  his  excellency  was  cquall/ 
ignorant  of  tlie  project  of  the  march  upon  Niagara.  In 
this  state  of  embarrassment,  the  officer  received  an  order 
from  General  Brown,  bearing  djite  the  21st  of  March,  to 
post  back  to  Sackett*s  Harbour,  to  which  place  the  corps 
to  which  he  belonged  was  retrograding ;  and  a  few  days 
after  he  received  another  letter  from  the  General,  dated 
the  26th,  commanding  him  to  repair  forthwith  to  Bata- 
via.  To  account  for  these  apparent  caprices,  this  ludi- 
crous but  woful  marching  and  countermarching,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  raise  the  veil  of  mystery,  and  expose  to 
the  reader  the  oi*ders  of  the  scci'etary  of  war  to  General 
Brown,  contained  in  tlie  following  letters,  which  have 
been  handed  to  mc  as  being  substantially  if  not  literally 
correct;  and  arc  under  those  circumstances,  submitled  to 
the  public,  in  the  belief  that  they  can  produce  no  barni, 
and  may  serve  as  a  lesson  to  young  generals, 

.  .  •  «  JFar  Department,  Fe,b.2lsi,  1814. 
A  peep  at  Public  sentiment  will  no  longer  tolerate  the  ponses- 
Brown"!  Port  Niagara  by  tlie  enemy.    You  will  therefore 

orders.  move  the  division  which  you  brought  from  French  Mills, 
and  invest  that  post.  Governor  Tompkins  will  co-ope- 
rate with  you  with  5000  militia,  and  Colonel  Scott,  who 
is  to  be  made  a  brigadier,  will  join  you.  You  will  receive 
your  instructions  at  Onondaga  hollow." 

■ 

The  above  was  inclosed  in  another  letter  from  Gene> 
ral  Armstrong,  the  contents  of  which  arc  as  follow. 

"  War  Departmtntf  Feb.  21  sf,  1814. 
Yon  will  immediately  consult  with  Commodore 
Chaunceyi  about  the  readiness  of  the  Heet  for  a  descent 
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Ml)  Kt!1|^cI1i>  tlic  moment  the  ice  icavrs  tlic  lake.    IHiO  CHAf. 
dfenis  it  practicable,  and  you  think  you  Ijave  iroo^ 
enough  to  carrjr  i(,  jrott  will  itttcmpt  the  expedition, 
Ju  mtck  an  evortt  jrov  wUl  m  tb^iodoMd  m  anm 

From  these  oi^dcrsy  the  mistake  appears  to  liave  been 
a  nattiral  one^  for  as  (lenpnd  Brown  well  knew  that  tlie 
attack  of  Kin/^ston  with  his  ioi*cc  would  have  heotiQ^x- 
oUCf  be  niif^t  falr^  oaaokHti  4iat  the  aacntarjp'a  a« 
that  aubjcctf  waa  laeve  mltar  aC  Mia^i  aai  ^aMt^aa 
the  lake  waa  not  generally  fine  Ibr  aavigatlfin  Mbra  tka 
'M\k  ii{  April,  he  had  time  enough  before  hiai  to  take  Nia- 
gara,  and  be  ready  for  Kingston  in  good  season.  Tlie  Ge- 
neral»  howevery  altliough  tiis  army  was  to  defend  SackettlB 
Harbour  or  attack  KtB9i4on«  mistook  tlie  fake  iwin^aC 
attack  for  llie'faalo«e»  aai  Mrcked  awi^  to  Ononiaga 
belbw  $  wkarty  havinif  waited  iRiHir  dajra  U»  tke  praitaid 
iilstructionsy  without  receiving  any,  he  began  to  suspect 
that  there  must  be  some  mistake,  and  finally  submitted 
his  despatches,  as  I  am  uUbrm^d*  to  Colonel  Gainesj^ 
whose  mental  optics  being  organised  ^WfmaAf  froai 
theae  of  the  Qeneral»  be  detected  tba  errar  |  wbampoB 
our  commander  innedtately  coanlemarched  hb  divi* 
alon  to  Sackett'a  Barbour.  Tkia  retrograde  motement 
perplexed  the  newsmongers ;  and  whether  it  was  from  the 
supers  w  hicli  appeared  in  tiie  public  prints,  or  what  other 
cause  1  know  not»  Geaerai  Brown»  soon  after  his  return 
to  the  iiarboQr»  once  more  set  off  for  tbe  weetward*  and 
^ade  good  his  marek  to  BafUoe, 

Not  long  after  bia  aMval  al  bie  new  atalioa»  I  am  in- 
formed General  Brown  received  a  laconic  note  from  the 
secretary  of  war,  of  tlic  following  import : — **  Vqu  have 
committed  a  great  mistake,  but  the  first  duty  of  a  ^mng  gi- 
ner^UU^pn^fivmiaaUmtian*  ^Fim  hmm  permitsUm  to 
rmam  at  ^flaganu^  Far  removed  from  tke  rigdt  and 
centre  of  the  array,  General  B»6wn  was  now  left  to  form 
his  troops,  and  to  project  cjcpedUioiis,  untU  about  the  Idth 
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CHAP,  of  June,  when  I  understand  he  received  another  letter 
^^^^^^^^  from  the  secretary  of  war,  to  the  following  effect :  "  Ton 
have  permission  to  carry  Fort  Erie,  and  beat  up  tht  ene- 
my^s  quarterns  at  Chippeica;  but  in  case  his  feet  gets  tlie 
control  of  Lake  Ontario^  you  are  immediatety  to  recross 
the  strait.'*    If  this  information  be  correct,  and  I  shall 
believe  it  until  it  is  disproved,  or  if  it  be  substantially- 
correct,  the  community  will  be  enabled  to  estimate  the 
^   providence  which  directed,  and  the  objects  and  ends  pro- 
posed to  be  attained  by  this  expedition  into  Upper  Ca- 
F^inlt  of  nada ;  whereby  1500  or  2000  brave  men  and  several  offi- 
dition  ^nto  ^^^^     conspicuous  Worth,  were  lost  to  their  country  and 
Canada,    their  families;  and  after  many  efforts  of  distinguish' ed  valour, 
ilons^^^^  rfrflTrn  forth  by  self  defence  only,  terminated  precisely  iv/iere 
thereon,    it  began;  with  the  slaughter  of  three  or  four  thousand  of 
the  human  species,  and  the  exaltation  of  a  few  indivi- 
duals ! — and  for  what  ? — merely  for  resisting  courageously 
^      the  dangers  which  they  had  themselves  voluntarily  sought ^ 
7vith  no  oilier  visible  motive  but  to  measure  strength  with 
the  enemy.     All  the  high  titled  honours,  lavish  eulo- 
giunis,  and  servile  adulation  which  succeeded  those  scenes 
of  heedless,  headlong  carnage,  were  contrived  by  self 
love  and  fostered  hy  political  artifice,  to  dazzle  the  mul- 
titude, and  delude  the  public  judgment,  by  a  display  of 
events,  which,  when  stripped  of  false  colourings  and  exa- 
mined on  their  iiakt-d  merits,  must  be  ascribed  more  to 
the  ignorance  of  the  enemy,  than  to  the  skill  of  our  own 
generals;  unless,  indeed,  personal  intrepidity  and  matcJi- 
less  resolution  be  converted  into  military  skill — for  there- 
in the  American  soldier  emulated  the  conduct  of  his  an- 
cestors at  Bennington,  at  King's  Mountain,  Stoney  Point, 
Paulus'  Hook,  the  CowjiCns  and  Eutaw. 

This  view  of  transactions  which  have  been  celebrated 
with  enthusiasm,  may  not  be  acceptable  to  every  palate; 
'  but  as  an  independent  citizen  of  these  states,  deeply  inte- 

rested in  their  future  fortunes;  as  a  man  who  in  his  ad- 
versity can  hold  himself  above  patronage,  popularity,  or 
the  favour  of  faction,  I  shall  witii  my  humble  means  un- 
ceasingly oppose  the  current  of  coiTuption,  which  mc- 
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nmom  tlio  eoMtttnlliNif  and  if  not  e^asonably  cMcedf  chap.. 
iM  leave  to  the  citiaen  Utile  vofe  than  tl«D  fenas  of  tlie 
governmeat  w^^^'^w 

I  despise  mystery,  intrigue  and  hypocrisy,  and  ardent* 
ly  desire  to  see  imposture  lU  pi  ived  of  its  mask,  and  ar- 
tificial characters  stripped  ot  ilieir  borii^vved  plumes.  I 
have  therefore,  in  the  exposition  of  abuses^  unhesitatingly 
diacioMd  whatever  1  have  in  iny  conacieace  believed  to  be 
true*  The  battalioaaWholbught  at  Chippewa»atBddge- 
water»  and  at  Erie>  earned  ipinch  more  diattaietion  than 
they  have  received ;  the  names  of  those  corps  sliould 
have  hneii  porpetuatrd  od  the  j»pare  rstLibliishiuent,  with- 
out  respect  to  numerical  orders  the  old  1st,  the  9th,  the 
2i8t»  the  23d  and  the  25th  regiments  should  never  have 
been  abolished }  some  mark  of  distinction  ahonld  have 
been  attached  to  their  standards^  and  the  men  and  olb> 
cere  siitHild  have  been  distinguished  by  medals  and  l^ac^gee 
of  honour.    1  do  not  i  cco^niste  these  particular  corps  to 
the  exclusion  of  others,  but  because  it  was  their  fortune 
to  be  most  prominent;  the  companies  of  artillery  en- 
gaged on  those  occasions,  should  also  h^ve  received 
some  marks  of  permanent  distinotlon»  This  woold  have 
bad  the  effbct  to  keep  them  always  fiaU»,and  weald  have 
been  a  guarantee  of  futnre  glory ;  bat  such  manly^  libe- 
ral idcai>  did  not  accord  with  the  narrow  policy  and  cor- 
rupt intrigues  of  Mr.  Madison  and  his  counsellors;  an 
electoral  vote  was  of  more  value  in  their  estimatioo» 
than  the  honour  of  the  whole  army;  and  certain  officers 
were  retained  wHIi  roferoice  to  the  influence  of  electioitii 
only  In  crossing  the  strait  of  Niagara  as  he  did.  Gene-  Ri§k  in- 
ral  Brown  played  a  desperate  game  of  hazard,  to  which  ^"/"faf*' 
General  Ripley  was  decidedly  ^^pposed  :  he  coiumitted  Brown  m 
the  troops  confided  to  his  conduct,  but  the  enemy  out-  "^"tJIJt 
blundered  him,  and  he  was  saved.   It  is  true  the  public  of  Nia- 
was  amuaed  with  the  idea,  thai  this  expedition  was  1% 
tended  a^BMwt  Fni  Oeor^,  t^aiM  BrnFtitiglam  hag^fOmH 
even  againtt  £1fi^sfoK,  and  General  Brown's  letters  to  the 
secretary  of  war  and  to  Commodore  Chauncey  are  cal- 
culatc(^  to  countenance  the  imposiiioni  but  military  men 
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CHAP,  knew  that  a  corps  of  JeOO  or  BBOO  eolilNitaTits,  without 
battering cainiQiiy  portable  ma^^azines,  or  e%cii  a  biic;i^agje 
^^^^^^  train,  could  neither  caivy  on  a  siege,  nor  make  pxtonsivc 
-  incurskms  into  tlie  territory  of  the  eoeiiij.   Yet  facts  are 
necessary  ta  inform  the  mass  of  society^  and  these  wen 
barefiilly  concealrd  ky  the  govcrniMt 

I  beg  leavtft  in  tins  place  to  apprise  the  readtr^  lliat 
whenever  an  order,  official  Letter,  or  m&vement  oj  Gme" 
ral  Broivn  is  mentionedf  it  mtist  be  clearly  understood ^ 
that  such  order,  letter  or  movement  received  the  sanction 
of  BrigadUf'geaeral  «Soattj— because,  although  Gener^. 
Brown  possesses  an  unastal  share  of  obstiaacj  and  pre^ 
6iimptian«  be  was  not  inseniiUe  of  General  8colf^s  anpe* 
rior-  infbmiatkNi  and  experieneet  and  be  was  also  aware 
that  Scott,  in  a  sliort  campaign  at  W  asliington  the  pre- 
ceding winter,  by  commuting  servicts  wiih  the  war  im- 
^nisUTf^and  paying  his  court  at  the  palace,  had  oitabllBh* 
ed  a  dominant  itiQuence  in  the  cabioetf  which  was  per- 
fectly understood  by  the  armyf  and  even  manifested  Itself 
npon  Governor  Tompkins;  >  r 

From  the  best  informalion  I  possess,  it  appearsy  thftt 
Grivi  r  al  Bjow  n  crossed  the  strait  of  Niagara,  on  the  2d 
and  3(1  of  July*  with  about  3500  men  ;  his  first  brigade 
directly  from  Black  Rock,  and  the  second  crossing  the 
arm  of  the  lakOf  landed  to  Ute  weatwaid  of  .  Fort  fine*  at 
Dencirney  fwo  milea  distancc.  Tbis  moianwat  was  aMsnded  with 
port*"*'  eoeb  a  deficiency  of  transport,  that  I  nnderstand  tbe  first 
brigade  and  the  artillery  required  several  trips  to  cross 
tbe  strait  at  Black.  Rock  ;  J^nd  the  second  brigade  could 
not  land  more  Uian  100  men  at  a  time.*  ^uck  was  Lis  pro-' 

*  Fxtr^ct  from  tbe  atatement  of  Mikjor  NooOt  ia  oSter  of  grtat 

rcsponsihjlity  ; 

*•  On  ihe  night  of  the  oil  July,  1814,  fJcneral  RipU-y  crojised  the 
Niagara  with  hiss  brigade,  above  l  ort  Eric,  and  hin  kd  luy  men  in 
good  order,  notwithstanding  the  embarrassiht,'  siiualion  the  General 
had  been  placed  in  for  want  of  means  of  transportitl  on ,  liavmg  only 
two  gun  boaib  *nd  iwo  &n»all  boats  for  the  crossing  ol  li  s  whole  bri- 
gade. The  gun  boaU  could  not  get  ne-rcr  the  Canada  shore  lhaa 
about  three  quMrteri  of  a  mile,  and  the^mall  would  not  contain  more 
Hiaa  fifty  nmeacb.  fMantcly  Ibr  the  General,  the  enemy  nude  no 
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ridence,  and  such  the  efficiency  of  the  quartcr-m asters  chap,  \ 
department.    The  enemy  must  necessarily  have  foreseen 
this  roovementy  yet  no  measure  was  taken  to  pinsvcnt  t!»e  ^j^^  ^^^^ 
descent,  althougli  General  Rial,  thi-ee  days  afterwards,  ly's  want 
felt  himself  sufficiently  strong  to  attack  Brown's  com-  prise!Ynd 
bined  foi*ce;  and  what  is  still  more  extraordinary,  the  f^^n  of 
British  general  left  a  garrison  of  100  men  at  Fort  Erie, 
which  was  in  a  defenceless  condition,  to  surrender  with- 
out resistance.  Now  as  General  Brown  had  been  at  Buf*  * 
faloe  near  three  months,  forming  and  equipping  his  force  ^ 
for  tiiis  exi)edition,  surely  the  British  general  during 
that  |)eriod,  should  have  determined  either  to  strengthen 
Fort  Erie,  or  w  ithdraw  the  garrison ;  he  did  neither,  and 
of  consequence  sacrificed  one  hundred  men,  and  gave 
confidence  to  the  enemy ;  but  if  General  Rial  had  mask- 
ed his  movements,  and  taken  a  position  in  the  forest  north 
of  Fort  Erie,  within  striking  distance  of  General  Brown's 
points  of  debarkation,  he  could  have  prevented  the  de- 
scent or  cut  him  up  in  detail.   Yet,  although  an  intrepid 
soldier,  he  preferred  his  position  at  Chippawa*  and  suf- 
fered General  Brown  to  land  his  w  hole  force  without  op- 
position— Fort  Eric  surrendered  after  the  ceremony  of  a 
few  shot.    The  reader  is  i-eferred  to  the  Atlas>  No.  XV. 
for  a  view  of  the  theatre  of  these  operations.  *  * 

I  have  not  been  able  to  discover  what  were  General  General 
Brown's  orders  of  march,  battle,  or  encampment;  but  on  dcuchea 
the  4th  lie  divided  his  forces,  and  ordered  his  first  bri-  ["^"j^^^jj**" 
gade  wifli  Towson's  artillery,  to  advance  on  the  enemy,  force  lo 
unsupjxirted  by  the  second.    This  corps  marched  under 
Brigadier-general  Scott  by  the  main  road  on  the  margin  wiiole 
of  the  river,  and  after  some  skirmishing  to»»k  a  position  j,*^]^^^. 
with  Street's  creek  in  his  front  and  on  his  left,  and  the  my. 
river  on  his  right ;  the  distance  from  the  enemy  one  and  ^ 
an  half  miles,  and  from  his  main  body,  composed  of  the 
3d  brigade^  the  park^  the  New  York  and  Vcansylvania 

restsiance  on  our  landing',  or  he  must  have  lost  a  great  number  of  bif 
men*  as  he  could  not  land  at  a  time  more  than  one  hundred  men. 

"  D.  NOON,  Major  4lit  Infantry 

"  Mauy,  18th  March,  1B15 
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CHAP,   voluuieers  mid  the  Indianst  being  alHiii|. 
iUft  uioiriaiDettt  Geiiml  Brown  oflfered'tiie 
▼antagey  of  which  he  did  not  profit  $  ^^^^  in 
of  the  country,  with  a  horde  of  Indians  and  irrej^iilars  at 
his  disposal,  (iencral  Hial  could  iiave  uatchod  the  raove- 
mcnts  of  the  1st  brigade,  and  advancing  under  cover  of 
the  forest  on  the  leit  flaok  of  that  corpe^  he  could  Juire 
''Chosen  his  ground  and.  attacked  it  under  niarohy  with 
gtf«at  advantage ;  while  the  main  body  and  the  connan- 
der  in  chief  were  too  remote  to  have  afforded  relict.  Rut 
General  Rial  still  kept  his  position  behind  Chippawa 
creek. — General  lirown  arrived  at  General  Scott's  camp 
at  Street's  creek,  about  midnight  on  the  4th  Jolj^and  en- 
camped in  the  darlu— Brigadier-g<  im  t^Affm  trs  wldi  the 
*       voluliteers  and  Indians^  got  op  the  neit^4Bliji^pppg>  /;Jly  m 
reference  to  the  diagram  No.  XI.  the  readsp  may  ^'c^- 
bled  to  form  some  idea  of  this  encampment,  and  o£  the 
action  of  the  5th  July.  .  .  * 

An  oppor-  (his  stsgo  of  tiie  expedition  an  advanta|pe  was  pre- 
mts^o^  sented  to  the  enemy,  in  its  nature  so  obvlona,  ao  practica- 
^l^h)  ^  ^  conduslvei  that  it  seems  wonderM,  it  shonM 
wbicii  be  have  escaped  the  oboerTation  of  the  British  commander, 
havc^dc  takiiit^  up  the  bridge  of  Chippawa  he  secured  Iji  , 

•iroyed  ffont,  aiid  Iruiii  tiie  iengtli  and  dipth  of  that  river,  and 
Brown  ^  the  obstruction  of  the  swamps  which  skirted  it>  General 
without  a  Brown  cooid  not^  with  his  artiliei7»  Imve  iiesn  ahla  to 
hiov.  turn  his  egfposed  llanit,  in  less  than  two  op  three  dayai  in 
the  mean  time  General  Rial  should  havefhllen  hack  open 
Queenstown^  leaving  behind  him  a  light  party  to  keep  u^i 
ap]»earanCes  \  the  necessary  field  train  should  have  been 
held  in  readiness  at  Fort  Niagarai  from  whence  a  de« 
tachment  should  have  been  ordmd  up  to  Lewistown, 
drive  off  parlies  of  observation  from  its  viclni^f  and  tim 
artiUery  sliould  have  followed  it.  Boats  should  huTo  been 
ordered  up  in  the  twilight  from  Fort  George,  and  the 
British  general,  after  night  fail,  should  have  crossed  at 
QucciibUnvn,  and  by  an  easy  march,  after  detaching  500 
men  to  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Schlosser,  and  posting  videttes 
alon^  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  to  watch  the  notions  of 
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the  American  army ;  he  might  the  next  afternoon  have  chap 
foiuH  himself  in  quiet  possession,  of  Greneral  Brown's  nn- 
protected  magazines  and  heavy  baggage  al  Btiffahjc.  The  ^"^^^'^^ 
simplicity  and  facilify  of  this  operation  requires  no  tacti- 
cal knowledge  for  its  coniprelicnsion ;  the  route  is  ex- 
plained on  the  map  No.  15,  by  the  road  from  Chippewa 
dov  n  to  A,  tlic  passage  of  the  river  to  C,  and  the  march 
from  thence  hy  the  great  road  to  Buffaloc;  which  will  he  ' 
l^ei-fectly  understood  by  every  tnan,  w  ho  can  march  down  . 
one  side  of  a  river,  cross  it  at  a  given  point,  and  march 
up  an  the  other.  And  wiiat  would  have  been  the  effect  of 
this  change  of  positions  ?    General  Rial  and  the  British 
corps  would  have  subsisted  on  our  magazines,  whilst 
General  Bn^wn  who  had  improvidcntly  advanced  upon 
the  enemy,  before  he  had  made  a  depot  of  provisions  in 
the  iovaded  country,  and  depended  on  Buffaloc  for  his  daily 
subsistence,  without  cralt  to  recross  the  strait,  would 
have  been  reduced  to  the  sad  alternative  of  surrendering 
at  d.scretion,  or  attempting  to  u\i\kc  goad  his  retreat  to 
Detroit;  by  w  hicli  be  probably  would  have  lost  one-half  of 
bis  Qien,  and  the  residue  would  have  been  worn  out  and 
heait  broken.    The  feasibility  of  this  enterprise  is  appa- 
rent  on  the  face  of  the  map.  The  enemy  could  have  mag- 
niiied  his  numbers,  a  panic  would  have  spread  through 
the  neighbouring  settlements,  and  before  a  sufficient  foixe 
could  have  been  assembled  and  organized,  to  drive  the 
invaders  into  their  strong  holds,  at  Niagara  and  Fort 
-George,  General  Brown's  fato  would  have  been  deter- 
mined.   But  it  pleased  the  Almighty  to  direct  things 
otherwise,  and  tlic  troops  thus  inconsiderately  committed^ 
were  saved  by  the  blind  confidence  and  ignorance  of  the 
enemy ;  and  shall  the  honour  and  interests  of  the  United 
States  be  confided  to  such  folly  and  temerity  ?  forbid  it 
Heaven  !  forbid  it  my  country  !     '  •  5 
I  will  return  to  General  Brown's  encampment  at 
*    Street's  creek,  to  which  1  must  call  the  particular  atten- 
tion  of  the  reader.    General  Scott,  under  the  orders  of 
General  Brown,  and  doubtless  with  his  own  approbation, 
for  he  controlled  him,  marching  from  fort  Jirle  with  his  bri* 
VOL.  L  .  4  N 
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CHAP,  gade,  advanced  upon  the  enemy,  anrl  to  use  the  language 
^  of  Cveneral  Brown,    selected  with  the  eye  of  a  soldier," 

rO!!^  ^^^^  grannil  of  eucampo^t;  I  require  wo  other  evi- 
fcrts  of  ^Bce  of  the  inexperience  nn^iiicapacity  of  the,tw9€hicr% 
ars^rect'i*r  the  eondactof  anntee*  than  thta  moveiiiciitwdc 
creek  cx*  camp ;  the  nit>?einent  cx^iosed  less  than'  one^haK of  CM^ 
ral  Brown's  little  army  to  bo  fallen  tifk»n  m  tek»  Hmt 
(A  icar,  alH  1-  a  l.itiguinj,  luarth,  by  tlie  wliolc  force 
the  enemy,  rtickouef!  t'>  hp  (!.ni|i|»  \u  mniilx'i'.  the  rcsuU 
of  wbteh  might  be  readily  autaiitaicd  ;  and  as  to  the 
campy  it  posaessed  no  attribute  of  a  judicious  posit  on« 
tfftnxrot  or  de^oime;  formed  in  a  namw  fork  madebf 
the  river  and  a  deep  miry  creeks  it  waa;  too  contracted 
even  to  encamp  either  the  first  or  aeoond' brigade  in 
U^iemcnt',  nor  <lid  it  luriiish  room  to  form  in  .order  of 
battle,  or  to  chan.qe  front.  It  was  liable  to  be  turntd  on 
the  left  and  attacked  in  ivar,  without  beinj^  able  to  Tiako 
a  counter  movement^  unU  ss  by  passing  a  dehle^  in  t^ouf, 
or  plunging  through  mud  and  water  tp  the  armpila  oa^the 
lefUf  It  wa8»  moreover*  subject  to  be  cannonadediii  ^ept 
and  flank  by  lit^ht  detachments,  Without  the  power  b  ve- 
si^nl  the  insult  l)ut  by  i^cncral  movements  in  the  ^auiC 
dircrtion.  Thr  ii^uards  were  hemmed  in  by  the  eicmy 
from  tite  adjacent  forest,  wiiose  shot  entered- the  camp.^ 
in  short  it  was  exposed  to  attack  on  three  aidei^  sad  was 
free  to  action  by  the  rear  only;  and  to  defend  itlhajtroopa 
wonld  liave  been  obi i.^^cd  to  march  and  seek  poaltioas  be. 
yond  their  guards.  Such  was  the  camp  of  Street's  creek, 
agreeably  to  tlu*  information  f  have  Iha  n  able  lo  culUct 
from  General  Bi  owii  s  oes(>aii  iirs,  anci  several  authentic 
sources,  conformably  to  which,  the  diagram  Ao.  X/4  ^vas 
projected.   To  relieve  the  camp  from  the  roiteflited  iiu. 

*  Tht  bridge  acrotf  Street's  creek. 

f  The  same  creek  on  the  left  which  was  found  to  be  impassable  to 
horses  by  the  second  brigade^  and  bathed  the  meo  to  the  armpitt  in 
.  their  passnge  of  it. 

i  This  diagrun  is  imperfect,  but  will  eerre  to  convey  a  general 
idea  of  the  aetKm$  Seott's  brigade  was  extended  to  the  left^  and  Ma* 
jor  9ctqp>  battalion  was  thiowB  in  to  the  edge  of  the  iveod. 
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sultb  ol  the  enemy's  irret^tjlars,  Brigadier-generld  Porter  ciiAP. 
of  tlic  militia,  with  about  800  votunteers  and  Indians^  and 
a  detachBMpMFn^  men  from  the  second  brigade  iiaier  cmutl^ 
tiMt  intrepid  ftml  bMmgmt  officer  CeyttUi,  W.  llvfido-  Potter  ad. 
nM,  was  oirdered  to  adtaace  from  the  Tear,  mder  ovver  S^il^'JiJ^ 
of  the  forest^  aad  to  fUI  on  their  light  paitles.   General  party  of 
Porlci-  advanced,  and  about  tiic  jKiint  iit  the  crossed 
swords,  see  diagram  No.  11,  he  surprised  a  body  of  In- daans. 
dians  who  ai^peared  to  be  in  cojaanltatiou ;  they  imiiie> 
diately  gavoMjV'  but  keepiog^^np  a  hrkik  alurmish,  re- 
trt9im§.t»'0  a:0,mhm^  etraipgljr.  mnforced 

treat  CaptalMiacdaaald  tJt  hack  to  Cf  but  was  soon 

obliged  to  leap  a  fence  and  form  in  from  whence  he 
descried  tlie  rigiit  of  the  main  body  of  tlie  enemy  advan- 
cing at  /,  betbre  whom»  his  party  bein.^  worn  down  by 
ttie  engagement  with  (be  eneoiy's  irrc^idarsj^be  retiiml 
to  camp.    '  -    ■  •      I  •  - .  • 

Pending  tbeiw  operatioiie  and  whilst  Porter  was  wipaic  AfeeUn^ 
ly  engaged  with  the  Britbh  troops^  Generals  brown  and 

,  .  _       ,    ,  ralsBrown 

Hiplcy  causually  met  near  Treat  s  house    and  the  latLct  and  Rip. 
observed  that  Porter  ousfht  to  be  suppoi  ted,  as  Itc  con-  '^y'^'SlL 
ceived,  from  the  firiog»  he  must  be  engaged  with  the  re-  wards 
gular  troupe  of  the  enemy,  which  tiie  latter  appeared  <^|^^^ 
to  ^oestion  $  General  Scott  riding  up  ,at  the  iaslaatt  Scott 
Brown  coninuiiucatod  Riplej^s  idei^^.to.  km^t  wbidk 
scouted  and  observed^  thai  with  £00.  men  he  would  beat 
the  whole  of  the  enemy  who  were  engaged ;  Brown  how- 
ever thought  it  advisable  to  be  prepared,  and  directed 
Scott  to  turn  out  his  brigade,  and  the  order  had  scarcely 
..beeii  delivered,  beCore  tiick  advance  of  the  enemy  was  dis* 
wreredi   C^tatn  Towson»  who  was  attached  to  the  first 
b^ade  with  ,  three  pieces^  and  was  encamped  at  K«i  with 
the  decision  which  marks  the  character  of  this  gallant 
officer,  immediately  crossed  the  bridge  and  taking  a  sta- 
tion near  the  river,  opened  his  battery  on  the  euem^  hfi^ 
fore  Scott's  line  was  formed. 

I  understand  the  first  brigade  was  forming  for  evening 
csercise;^  when  t^e  order  was  given^  and  jtet  the  enemy 
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CHAP,  was  60  dose  upon  the  camp,  that  ite  opened  \m  batlery 
^^^^     a»i  4ilM  4  Jmoiba^  «€  men,  as  tlie  cnlunn-ci'ossi 
Migto  til  IhMt  I  hrn  Vtm^wgUamu 4»f- liie  two 
fteu  oT    the  #MelMc«  iif<lfee  xtmii  4i  dMotiilrated  bfi|NniMi 

Uhj^^Mi^  because  it^  « iMMr  of  (Suit,  that  to  deftnil^l^^iflni*  SMwIfc 

'    was  compelled  to  pass  a  defile  in  the  face  of  the  ern 
,    "        and  wheeling  to  Ihm  left  bctwopn  Sti*ecfs  house  and  bam,  kp 
if  he  passed  down  a  lane  niul  fornied  in  oifler  o£iJbatt}c  in  e# 
Bat  tic  of  wfth  fkB  Ul^aeticaMc  orcek  in  iiis  mr ;  since  war  b@Ma»^ 
«A  •rtiimreljt  tli9r^nev«r  was  a  more  ttimiilitM^sAfdl*- 
tfon;  Ibrif  hefcad  beeii<»terpow<rafl 

disparity  of  force  warranted  the  conclusion,  his  men  who 
could  »iui  Uave  escaped  bv  the  bridge,  must  have      t  i  j} 
dcred  on  the  Held,  been  cut  to  ]>icccs  or  di'^persed ;  aritj  it 
it  be  really  true,  as  is  bcltevedf  that  the  i^nemy  outniim^ 
bered  the  American  line  600  menf  lifid  lM|l^4ik#i''M$r' 
groiitid,  while  General  Scott  was  cr oasiiig  th» 
miHtarr  inan  will  dispute,  that  had  tbe^  adTiitioed^#flk' 
oul  a         and  resolutely  appealed  to  thi  l>a}      ^  the 
first  brigade  mnst  have  sunk  beneath  thctr  ?4U|^iiiir 
weighty  which  would  have  cut  short  General  Brown's  ca- 
reer, aiid  with  it  terminatiMl  tliis  cau>paigii  of  errors  and 
accidents.  It  happened  otherwise*  nnrt  fiirtnnitfly  ihf'te' 
American  army^  Generhl  Rial  to  the  blntider'^gl^^ifg' 
battle*  added  that  of  not  closing  with  hia Hdrersary  With- 
out a  paiiHo.    General  Scolt  ailvanced  with  great  intre- 
pidity, altliougli  outflanked,  alter  his  intei'vals  had  bceti 
extentled  to  four-fold  distance,  and  the  two  lines  when  ap- 
proximated within  short  musket  shot*  resc^Tled  to  lie 
elfect  of  their  fire^  in  which  the  AmeHcait'aiSldl|0r^-fl«iR 
the  habits  of  early  life,  will  always  exctira  iltilMtdone 
and  bloody  conflict  of  small  arms  and  Held  artiiler^'  ca.  ^ 

♦  1  woi.M  rcroMiTTtend  U»  the  young  oiBcer  to  compare  tiijs  encamps 
n^iit  \v;!h  that  u{  M  .jor-gcneral  Izard,  in  the  vtci-  '^e  14\hOdtoi 
hfir,  1814  ;  and  to  bear  in  mind  that  they  were  both  oficnsivc  camps, 
or  inirr.ded  as  such  *,  ard  he  may  be  uble  to  difitinguish  between  soun<l 
knowicd^  ii\d  boastiui  pretetvioa#|  bclwesn  the  mam  of  science  and 
the  ^uaclu 
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sued;  in  which  it  was  the  good  fortune  of  the  gallant  CHAP. 
1  u^Vi»i*ii,  lo  sili^nre  the  mii^my's  chiet  biUUry:  ut  this  (  I'i- 
tical  juncture^     m  i  itl  Kiai  took  the .  resolution ,  whicU 
should' bave  directed<yii.«anduct  in  the  011^4  Ite  d^btf- 
mmod  to  ^iMsU»  ^  Mtoi^'Viilli  tli»  lMjF#pet»  om- 


preMiire  of  the  oppoiid  hattery»  fornid  hiMcif  lekmre  J;^^^^ 
to  unit  ill:}  ^luib,  am!  srinir  the  adverse  liiievvilli  hliuvvei-s  ffuishcd* 
of  caiHsier.  Tim  ohlit^in^  ad  ark  oi  tiit^  iit'iiU*fry  and  tlie 
perpendiculac^fire^oC  ^bo  American  lino  was  insupporta* 
hie,  M  valpiiroiia  tro^  yielded  tlie  piliii  «tid  retMpflil 
precipiteiBlsPi  tevkig  thoir  ^IM  .and  woonM  b«  4ft» 
fi«ld»  biii€ftiT\  itig  off  Artr  grtHlny ;  04»nii«ii»g.«MUi 
with  great  thin|^s»  here,  as  at  Mindcn>  the  fate  of  the  day 
was  settled  l)>  thf  ai  lillor\ ,  aad  the  American  I'uwiiuti 
may  deservedly  In  1  aolcedK  With,  tiue  iiriUsb  Phibps^ 
Drumniond  and  f'oy, 

Thia  was  an  obsthmto  OQiit^aU  i<»aght  on  a  plain  aod  in 
direct  ordiTf  the-  simplicity  of-  which  presents  few  occa- 
Blons  for  the  display  ef  taistlcal  skill ;  it  was  literally  « 
trial  of  strength  and  couracre,  breast  to  breast,  in  wliich 
the  Amti  icdii  ai  iiio  U  iUi»itihi.U.    Brigadier-gcnci  ;il  Sc  ott  General 
led  liis  corps  to  the  attack  with  conspicuous  gallantry,  in  ^^intiy 
which  he  was  supported  by  three  field  Qlficejfa»*'  of  whoin  displayed, 
it  is  no  disparagemeAtof  the  General^  to  say,  they  were  a  jnst 
his  inferiors  In  nought,' hut  the  accidentia  ciminatam:^ '^"t^^^^^^^^ 
of  rank.  The  contest  fiir  glory  waa  ardent  and  nniform,  sup,  ua- 
from  the  ranks  to  the  brigadier.    But  I  undei  :5tand  it  was  &  '^ii*vcll. 
Maj ill  It  *^up's  I  n  iune  to  be  liiusl  cl4»i>ely  engaged;  pre??**- 
ed  ih  lioiii  and  ilank,  he  found  it  nccessai^  to  appeal  to 
thf^  bnyooet  and  bis  antagooist  recoUed.  ' 

Much  honour  waa  dne  to  aH  itotitely  engaged  in  this 
sanguinary  affair ;  hot  the  exaggerated  accounts  of  ^tf 
have  so  far  exceeded  ih»  Itounds  of  modesty,  and  have 
hecn  80  l;((tattMi  liv  aidtU  v,  i^s  t<i  exrite  ihf*  dt«!^^wst  ratlier 
than  the  admiration  of  military  judges.   I'o  the  battle  qf 
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ciiAP«  Chipptwa  and  the  *t  signal  vkfory,**^  whicb  atteilded  it, 
a  stranger  would  attach  the  idea  of  embAUIad  ke^lB 


tending  for  an  empire;  when  in  fact  General  ScodTslllw 

coilsiiBted  of  barely  1,100  m«n  and  a  company"  t>f  artille- 

ry,  a  colonel's  commaiul  ;  whilst  thi'  enemy  have  been  es- 
(irnatrd.  ajKl  it  is  believed  correctly,  at  1,700;  now  if 
flic  peojiie  ot  these  states,  were  the  most  ettcminat«  daa* 
tardly  wretches  on  tlic  globe ;  il'  a  battle  bad  He^ffr  before 
been  fought  or  won  in  the  country  ;  there  Ciolitid  not  bam 
been  more  puerile  exultation  or  nois^  boastii^  on  tbo.oe- 
Reirardt  casion.  Ifi  the  revolutionary  war,  when  a  Whole  army 
oi  inc  re-  co!nr»elIc(l  to  lay  (low  n  its  arm'-,  uilcr  rcJjr;uri!  i)lo(jr!v 

ry  war  conlli(  ts,  we  behold  the  Coiii^rcs*?  of  the  UniietJ  States, 
with*those  ^  '^^^^^"^  to  bestow  a  medal  on  the  victorious  rhirf  onhy^ 
lavished  in  Noi",  after  the  successful  operations  of  the  coiahiiied  forces 
one.*^^    of  France  and  the  United  States,  under  (ha^bnfinoiid 

General  Washington,  in  the  capture  of  tifb  Britfftb  araiy 
under  Lord  Cornwallis  at  Yorktown^  do  we  Und  a  aingle 

^  Vsrioua  and  opposite  aoeounU  hatvcbaCA  given  of  ihks  acUon^M 
wUi  appear  by  ilie  following  extracts,  the  Intof  vhich  |«ores  the 
writer's  unhappy  propensity  to  aUnder. 

Extract /nm  Gentral  Brorch^s  oj^dal  letter  f  ike  mtrtturji  i|f  «ir» 

"  •  dated  Juljt  7  th, 

,  •  ''l  «ent  Gohmcl  Gardner  to  iitd^  GeiiertlRiplqr  to  MinBce  u  it  h 
the  2lBt'regimait,  which  formed  porl  ^  th§  renrve^  pat*  to  r/ie  itfi 
of  our  camp,  ik'ivi  the  wood  so  as  to  keep  out  of  view,  and  fall  upon 
the  rear  of  the  enemy's  rig-ht  flnnk  This  order  was  promptly  obeyed 
'  and  the  greatest  exertions  were  made  by  the  2 1st  regtOKiit  lo  gain 
their  position  and  close  wiih  the  cneniy,  but  in  Tain.**  ' 

The  following  was  stated  by  Major  Buckner,  late  of  the  army,  in  the 
presence  of  scverul  gentlemen,  at  CNeil's  hotel  in  ■\V:isfiin<rfon,  in 
,func  or  July,  1815,  as  pari  of  the  contents  of  a  letter  adJrciScd  by 
General  Scott  to  a  friend  ia  Virginia,  which  waa  read  at  JUunvviddie 
court-house. 

» 

"If  Ripley  hnd  obeyed  his  order?,  which  could  only  have  been  pre- 
vented by  the  damnedest  cowardice,  not  a  man  of  the  shattered  bat> 
talions  of  the  enemy  would  have  eficctcd  his  escape,** 

If  this  is  to  be  called  a  "signal  victory/*  as  General  Scott  describes 
it,  what  appropriate  epithet  shall  ue  find  far  Marengo,  Austerlitz, 
J^eipaic,  New  Oiltaog,  and  Waterloo  I  Signal  victories  produce  e^tt. 
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brevet  or  medal  and  but  one  sword  conferred,  although  CdAP. 
redoubts  were  carried  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet ;  and  at    ^  ' 
Eutawy  compared  with  which,  the  conflict  of  Street's  creek 
was  the  affair  of  a  picket,  we  behold  a  solitary  medal  and 
a  sword  only,  voted  to  the  brave  army  which  crossed  bayo- 
nets with  the  enemy,  and  drove  him  from  the  field. 

In  those  days  the  consciousness  of  performing  one's 
duty,  was  the  richest  reward  the  soldier  could  receive, 
but  now,  swords,  medals,  and  brevets,  hare  become  the 
subjects  of  executive  intrigue  or  factious  compromise,  and 
by  their  indiscriminate  application  have  lost  their  dis- 
tinction, and  like  unqualified  and  undeserved  praise  pass 
but  at  the  market  price.  And  wherefore  this  revolution 
in  the  sentiment,  policy,  and  practice  of  our  national 
councils?  At  that  time  the  cause  of  the  revolation  form- 
ed the  paramount  motive  of  action;  now,  alas!  how  fallen 
arc  we,  the  interests  of  an  election,  the  purchase  of  parti- 
zans,  and  the  preservation  of  place  and  power,  supci*sedc 
all  sense  of  regard  to  the  public  weal,  and  send  forth  the 
taints  of  corruption,  to  the  extremest  bounds  of  executive 
influence;  but  reader,  for  an  answer  to  this  specific  case, 
1  would  refer  you  to  the  diagram  No.  17,  and  the  flying 
cabinet.      .      •.«   /       ^    *  ..-^^.r^-'. 

But  what  was  the  conduct  of  General  Brown,  i)ending  Major- 
this  critical  scene,  in  which  victory  balanced  for  many  Brown't 
minutes?  Overwhelmed  by  the  weight  of  his  responsibi-  conduct 
lity,  and  distracted  by  the  magnitude  of  the  trust,  with-  action, 
out  practice  or  experience  to  guide  fiim,  like  a  mariner 
on  the  tempestuous  ocean  without  a  compass,  he  was  at 
a  loss  what  course  to  pursue,  and  therefore  remained  irre- 
solute and  undetermined;  consigning  the  first  brigade  to 
its  fate,  he  exposed  himself  to  be  beat  in  detail;  whilst 
by  a  simple  movement  of  the  second  brigade,*  which  he 
hold  inactive,  he  could  have  crushed  the  enemy  in  ten 
minutes,  and  made  every  living  man  a  prisoner.  Gene- 

•  General  Brown  in  his  official  letter  of  July  7th,  calls  this  brigade 
his  renerve.  He  made  it  such  for  the  occasion  it  is  presumed*  as  it 
formed  one  h;^lf  of  his  regular  for^c. 
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GBAP.  raL  Uuii  bUndir  offered  him  this  advanta^,  but  Ue  still 
.SrtI    roore  blind  knew  not  how  (o  improve  it.   For  one  whole 
General    ^^^^  ^  ^®  Combat  rage,  victory  baug  in  aoaipeiisey  aad 
Scon's     bravi  men.  fight  and  fall  amLiileefl  Md  4la^  ttntfl.tkej 
^pramL  cooqumtl;  then  And  not  till  ^hm,  wlian  *  co-opmtioFii 
emsed  to  bo  Mcessary,  Ihe  galhmt  BMdle  and  Iliticble 
were  permitted  with  their  batteries  to  suppot  t  1  owson, 
and  General  Ripley  was  ordered  to  marcli ;  but  before  he 
reached  o  o,  (sec  the  Dtagi  aio)  the  enemy  were  put  to 
flight.  Yet  iu  tiis  official  coomiHoicatioBS^  General  Brown 
^nde^voara  to  impooe  on  bia  giMtMRiiftilM:  idM^ 
)^had  lo^iiglil  tbte  allkur  with  gfreat  aloiil  and  coadqetp  and 
was  entitled  to' the  immerlted  hoiioars  and  lliibtee  adi- 
lation  which  he  has  received  from  an  honest  but  deluded 
people;  and  should  such  imposture  escape  exposition  ? — 
Forbid  it  patriotism!  Ibibitl  it  justice!   AUempls  have 
been  made  to  derogate  irom  the  good  conduct  of  iGenml 
8cott-oa  this  occasions  becaaae  the  pursuit  was  not 
prbinptly  pressedf  bat  tMa  is  uijnstf  aa  an  viaa  iriw  has 
lieen  on  a  field  of  battle^  woilM  bare  expected  sacfr  ser- 
vice tVoni  :i  corps,  exhausted  by  the  severest  toil  to  wliicii 
the  human  frame  can  be  exposed,  and  after  more  than 
one  fourtit  of  its  number  had  been  killed  and  wounded. 

The  following  returns  exhibit  the  killedt  wounded  and 
missing  on  this  oceaslonFin  wiiich  the.  great  disparity 
tan  be  accounted  -fbr  only  by  the  superior,  fire  of  the 
.  Anlerican  infiintry  and  artillery ;  yet  in  proportion  to 
the  numbers  engaged  the  loss  was  nearly  equal,  being 
somewhut  mure  tfian  every  fourth  man;  but  the  small, 
ness  of  General  Scott's  loss  in  otViccrs  gave  \um  a  errrat 
advantage,  and  is  indeed  remarkable ;  exceeding  in  the 
total  that  of  Colonel  Van  Bensselaer*  at  the  attaclc  of 
Queenstowa^  three  only^  and  not  equalliag.it  In  death*. 

•  •  '  n       ^        -■  -'. 

•  Hav'irj^  uniitted  in  its  proper  place,  I  vv*ll  here  ]).ivl.LCuUrisc, 
that  it  was  the  grenadier  and  lijfht  companies  of  the  -i^lh  regiment, 
tvhich  uppotted  Colonel  Van  Rensselaer's  Unding,  they  were  175 
strong>  commknded  by  Captains  Dennie  and  WilUuni,  who  wereboHi 
woanded,  and  hid  three  aergeaoti  and  ihift^iDe  enkmnd  file  kUltd 
and  wounded.  Thii  fifom  an  effleial  retttm  taken  at  York. 
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CHAP. 
XJV. 

Variance 

between 

General 

Brown  Hnd 

General 

Porter's 

accounts 

noticed. 


This  account  is  roiimltMl  on  the  hest  information  I  liavc 
Uften  able  to  jjn^cure;  but  it  may  not  be  in  all  its  parts 
roinutclv  correct;  because  I  have  perceived  a  variance 
even  in  the  orders  and  reports  of  General  Bn>\vn  and 
GenernI  I'orter,  totu  liinj^  this  afTair.  The  former  in  his 
official  report  of  tin;  nli  of  July  to  the  secretary  of  war, 
employs  the  following  language:  By  this  time  General 
Porter^s  command  had  given  xvay^  and  Jled  in  every  direc- 
tion, notwithstanding  his  personal  gaUantnj  and  great  exer- 
tions to  stay  their  FLIGHT.  The  retreat  of  the  volun- 
teers and  Indiaiis  caused  the  left  ilank  of  Genital  Scott's 
brigade  to  be  greatly  exposed."  But  General  Porter  in 
his  rep<»rt  to  General  Brown,  bearing  date  U>e  I6tli  of 
the  same  month,  speaks  of  the  volunteers  in  terms  of  the 
highest  eulogium  :  <*  The  action  of  Chippawa,"  says  this 
meritorious  militia  officer,  «« in  which  the  voluuteci-s  look 
80  conspicuous  a  part,  will  ever  be  remembered  to  tho 
lionour  of  the  American  arms.  It  was  ctnniiienced  by 
800  Pennsylvania  volunteers  and  Indian  warriors,  who 
met  about  the  same  number  of  British  militia  and  In- 
dians, ovcrtJircw  and  drove  them  behind  the  main  line  of 
the  British  nrmv.  tlestrovina:  at  least  150,  and  annihi- 
luting  it  is  belie vi;d  this  ilesi  ri|)tion  of  the  enemy's  f«>rce.** 
In  short,  the  brigadier  is  satislied  •»  the  w  hole  corps  ^vo- 
lunteers and  Indians)  rviil  continue  to  distinguvih  its  If  by 
its  courage  and  good  conditct,^^  It  might  be  considered  in- 
\idious  iti  me  to  contrast  tliesc  par<agraphs,  whicli  are 
taken  from  Niics's  ^Veekly  iiegister;  I  therefore  leave 
them  to  the  comments  of  the  reader,  and  shall  close  this 
chapter  with  two  other  extracts  from  General  Brown's 
official  letter  of  the  rtli  July  to  the  secretary  of  war. 

Gen.  Brown  having  detached  Gen.  Scott  with  his  brigade 
from  Fort  Kv\c,  on  the  4th  July,  to  advance  upon  the  e?ic- 
my,  and  «  fo  select  a  good  mililnry  jmsition  for  the  nighty** 
overtakes  him  witliiu  f>ne  and  a  half  miles  of  the  enemy, 
aliout  mijlnigUt,  and  lays  down,  it  appears  from  Captain 
Treat's  trial,  witliout  the  ordinary  precautions  in  station- 
ing his  guards ;  leaving  that  officer  to  hunt  for,  and  find 


image 
not 
a  vailable 


CHAP,  the  armiff  and  as  lam  anxious  that  no  officer  should  remain' 
under       command  who  can  he  suspected  of  cowardice,  I 
^^^^^  advise  thai  Captain  Treat,  with  Lieutenant  — — -*  (iVJor- 
rofm^)f  tpAa  wot  aba  with  th^  pickcit  kt  UruekJmiKtkt  rtU0^ 
Reflec    ^  the  or»y»'^  *  This  oomloct  of  General  Browii  towaiHv 
thii  kuer.  ^^aptain  Trent  <ml-  Liewlenaiit  MorroW^'  exfiftite  mi  Jtf- 
fecti'd  seiisibiliiV  Ibr  the  honour  of  llic  troops  introsteH  to- 
his  command ;  but  in  the  very  attempt  to  establish  pre- 
tensions to  that.  Ccelingr  ii&  lias  shewn  himself  entirely 
destkttte.of  it;  under 'his 'Sudden  exaltation,  it  would 
have  become  General  .Brown  to  haVe  douhted^  bis  Mil 
jud^ent*  ^and>  restrained  the  natural*  domlnatton  , of 
bis  spirit*   In  attempting  to  ruin  by  the'  stroke  of  Iris 
pen,  the  characters  of  two  meritorious  officers,  nhose 
conduct  lie  had  but  pai  lially  >  iewed,  and  of  Mrhicli  1h5 
ought  to  have  felt  bimseli'  an  incompetent  judge,  he- 
betrayed  utter  ignorance  Of  that  magnanimitjr,  whick 
ought  to  distirfgoiali  exalted  commanders^  in  their  tml^ 
ment  of  their  Inlbriors  ;  hut  in  seeking  to  estabiiA'^pri^^ 
tensions  to  sensibilities  to  which  he^  had'  no  elalm^  4ie 
stained  the  general  orders  of  the  army  by  a  hlark-blood- 
ed  libel  on  an  oilker,  wlio  was  aiding  his  elevation,  and 
whom  he  souglii  to  sacrifice^,  for  the  purpose  of  surreptiti- 
'  ousiy  obtaining  a  character,  which  lieoughtto  lia'feJmown 
CUB  only  he  deri?ed  frem^  noble  and  virtaonsi^HiMM.  On 
the  second  day  after  the  transaction^  the  Ocndtt  eteiiJ- 
ly  informs  the  secretary^of  war,  that  he  •«  ordered  Captain 
General     Treat  on  I  he  spot  to  retire  from  the  armij;'**  but  it  is  pnsi- 
Brown  de-  tivejy  proved  on  tlie  Captain's  trial  by  several  witnesses, 
another    that  General  Brown,  «  on  Uie  spot,  ordered  Captain  Treat 
^»^»^^'  to  march  his  guard  inio  tAe  tpod^  in  purmtit  if  tke  miemy^** 
which  he  did  with  proteptitude,  directly  to  the  place 
from  whence  he  bad  b^n.  fined  on  $  and  .that  he  penetmi- 


*  It  happened  fortunatety  foe  .this  ofteer  that  he  had  a  Wo^r  in 
CoogrcM  I  «d  at  the  Meretavy  of  war  ww  eoarting  popalarity  in  the 
state  of  Ohio,  he' deemed  it  eipedient  to  eiponge  the'name^  mm!  in 
Ibia  wiqr  Pr^aideat  Bladieon  .and  hivaiiniatet  could  ezpeae  or  pre* 
tect»  elevate  or  dcfwelM,  iadtfidoili^  ^  thw  poliey  or  tcaeeOsenU 
migbt  dictate. 
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CHAP,  determined  purpose ;  but  how  was  the  General  williout  a 
bridge,  and  without  pontoons  to  cross  a  river  60  j4nta 
wid9  and  uiifordable»  in  the  fa€«  of  a -gallant  ene■D7^ 
L^milfUry'iien 
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CHAP.      ral  Scoffs  conduct  and  ignorance  exjmed. — Operatums  of 
^^^^^^.^     General  Scott  according  to  tlie  statement  of  Coloml  Lea- 
venworth — Jclion  coniinuedf  and  rule  for  retreating 
.  filled. — Reflections  on  t/ie  conduct  of  General  Bial  and  Gt' 
neral  Scott — Testimony  of  Captain  Jl^Donaldi  and  a 
.    glance  at  a  court  of  enquiry. — This  testimony  examined 
•  \  and  applied. — General  Ripley  advances  on  his  own  res- 

,       -  ponsUiility  contrary  to  orders, — Determines  to  cnn^  the 

•  enemy^s  battery ,  for  which  service  he  orders  Colonel  •Vi^- 
ler  with  the  2lst  regiment. — Paiiicular  conduct  of  the 
second  brigade  General  Brown^s  injudicious  order. — 

•'  ' Ripley* s  salutary  decision. — Movement  of  the  second  bri- 
'  gade. — Colonel  Miller  cariies  the  battery  of  tfie  enemy  and 
is  supported  bij  the  25d  regiment. — Major  Riddle^s  report. 

•  misinformation  of  Leavenworth^  Crawford,  Sawyer  and 
Tfiompson. — Information  of  Major  Riddie. — Forma- 
tion of  the  ^Smerican  line  in  Lundy^s  Lane, — Ripley  re- 

' "  ^qnests  orders  from  Brown  resjiecting  the  captured  artiUe- 
;  ry. — Second  charge  of  the  enemy. — General  ScotVs  second 
movement. — IJis  third  position — Third  charge  of  the  ene- 
my.— Conduct  of  General  Brown  and  the  executive. — 
General  Sa}tt*s  conduct  in  the  action  of  Lundy^s  Lane. — 
General  Scott  makes  a  charge  in  column. — Passes  behveen 
the  ranks  of  the  contending  armies.^The  fourth  combat* ^ 
— Tcstvnony  of  Captain  McDonald  again  referred  to. — . 
General  Brown  and  President  Madison. — General  Scott 
seeks  an  adventure  on  the  left. — He  succeeds  no  better  than 
on  the  right. — Estimated  strength  nf  General  ScotVs  con-  * 
'  solidated  battalion^  after  the  first  charge. — Ji  contrast  of 
^  military  mcrits.^Gcneral  Scott^s  second  charge — Ifis 
troops  are  broken  and  retire. — General  Brown  wounded, 
^Gciieral  Srott  wounded. — Final  disposition  of  the  con- 
solidated battalion  of  General  Scott.— Particular  conduct 
of  General  Brown  in  the  action  of  Lnndy's  Lane. — His 
orders  to  Colonel  Hindman. — Critical  situation  of  the 

•  Jlmerican  troops. — General  Brown-s  order  to  General 
Ripley.— Cause  and  rffccts  of  the  affair  at  Lunihfs  Lane, 
— E.xHraordinary  order  of  General  Brown  to  General 

'    Riplt  y,  with  reflections  tliereon. — Recantation  of  General 
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CHAP,  gaiit  and  ii)colierent  letter  to  Cotnmnrlore  Cliduiiccv*  on 
wliich  the  Commoiiore's  answer  is  Uie  best  cotumentaryy 

tiiat  can  be  made.*  ,  K  Uiia  letter  wiM  not  intewM'iiittK- 

I  *  <      i     >  ,     •  • 

*  Extract  ^fa  ktter  fhm  Maftfr^ftneral  BHitn  to  Co nwwjiyr  C>oim» 

,     All  ifecoontt  mgt^  tltot  the  fotce  oC-  the^  «BMir  Jd  JUiiglAoii  a» 

,   .      .jpoar  fleet*  and  we  will  be  able,  I  bate  n«  doubt,  to  aetkte  a  pUn  of 
'  operation  that  will  break  the  power  of  the  enemy  in  Upper  Canada, 
'      ,aod  tluit  in  ihe  course     a  ifi9rt  timt, 

*  At  all  eirtnts  let  me  hear  frum  yon,  t  have  looked  fin>  your  fleet 
-  with  the  greatest  anxiety  since  the  lOih.   I  do  not  dovibt  any  ability 
.  to  irect  the  enemy  in  the  field,  and  lo  niurch  in  any  dirccf  ion  over  his 
country;  your  fleet  carrj-ing  for  me  the  nccessury  suppiies.    II  c  can 
threaten  I'orts  Cear^^c  and  .Mnn-urd  ami  car:-;..  liw'Hr.z'on  Ifeil'hta  and 
York,  ASIJ  FEocEi  11  iiiHKeT  to  Kimjstov  and  <  A>ii(v  THAT  PUCE.  For 
Cod's  sake  let  mc  see  yuu*  1^-  Jamca  kiU  not  Jisiu,  iwo  ui  iiis  vesaela 
.  are  now  in  Niagara  rivpr. 
,  **  If  you  conclude  to  meet  me  at  the  head  of  the  Uke>  and  that  im- 
mediately, have  the  goodnesa  to  bring  the  gona  and  troopa  that  I  ha?* 
ovderedfrem  the  Harbour;  at  all  events  have  the  poUteneaa  u>  let  ae 
know,  what  aid  I  am  to  exp^'from  the-  fleet  of  Lake  OnemioL. 

There  it  not  a  doubt  retting  in  my  mind  but  that  we-  l^ve  belwecn 
,  ttt,  the  command  of  aul^cient  meai^  to  conquer  Upper  Canada  withhi 
.  two  monthff  if  there  ia  a  prompt  and  zealous  oo*operation,  and  a  vigo* 
roua  application  of  these  means.  Now  ia  our  time  belbie  the'^enemy 
can  be  greatly  reinfbreed." 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  Chuuncetj  to  J\^[ajor-general  Ervmn^ 
dated  U.  S.  ship  Hupenvt  ,  og  Aln^9tonf  ^t^tttt  lOth,  1B14. 

From  the  tenor  of  your  letter,  it  would  appear  that  you  had.  cal- 

culated  much  upon  the  co-operation  of  the  fleet.  You  cannot  surely 
have  forgrtttcn  the  conversation  wc  IkIJ  on  this  subject  at  Sackett's 
Harbour  prcviouit  to  your  (i«pMrlurc  tor  Niagara.  I  then  profcksed 
to  frel  it  my  duly,  as  well  as  my  inclination,  to  nfford  every  asjiisit- 

'  auce  in  nty  power  to  the  urmy  and  to  cO'Operaie  wiili  it  whenever 
it  could  be  done  williout  lL>^>in|^  sight  of  the  great  object,  for  the 
aUaiiitiA  Tit  lit  v.UicU  iliia  fltLi  liad  been  created,  tu  wit,  the  c;.ptuie 
or  dcsiiucuun  of  the  cneniy's  llcci;  but  I  then  distinctly  stuted  to 

'  you,  that  this  was  a  primary  object,  and  would  be  dtsi  uiiciupied ; 

•  and  Uiat  you  must  not  expect  the  fleet  at  the  head  of  the  lake,  on- 
•   kaa  that  of  the  enemy  ahoeU  Indiaoe  ue  to  foUow  him  there. 

I  will  not  aofler^myielf  to  believe  that  thia  converaatioa  was  mie* 
imdentood,or  hai  fince  boen  forgotleii.  How  then  aball  I  account 
for'  the  intimation  thrown  out  to  the  publie  io  your  <^»patch  to  the 
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CHAP,  fort  the  enemy  can  be  greatly  rehiforced;'*  and  where  were 
these  reinforcements  expected  from?  necessarily  fronr* 
Kingston  200  miles  in  General  Brown's  front,  over  a  dif- 
ficult road  the  greatest  part  of  the  way,  and  on  the  direct 
route  to  Montreal,  wlicre  reinforcements  had  arrived  and 
tPere  weekly  arriving  from  Europe ;  nay,  on  the  very  day 
General  Brown  wrote  this  letter,  U  is  susceptible  of 
proof,  that  Lieutenant-general  Drumraond  was  on  the 
march  from  Kingston  with  a  strong  reinforcement,  which'* 
reached  the  vicinity  of  Fort  George,  on  the  twenty-fourth 
of  July ;  yet  General  Brown  proposes  to  Commodore 
Chauncey  to  « TUREATEy  Fort  George,  Niagara, 

AND  CARRY  BCRLIXGTON  HEIGHTS,  YoRK,  AND  PRO- 
CEED DIRECT  TO  Kingston  and  carry  that  place;** 
and  in  this  summary  mode,  ho  disposes  of  the  fortified 
places  of  the  enemy,  as  if  they  were  bound  to  respect 
his  summons;  but  if  the  reader  will  cast  his  eyes  over 
any  correct  map  of  Upper  Canada,  and  connect  Queens- 
town  and  Kingston  in  the  same  view,  he  will  be  enabled 
to  form  a  fair  estimate  of  the  incompetency  of  this  offi- 
cer wlio  had  been  intrusted  with  the  life  of  the  soldier 
and  the  public  safety.  In  another  part  of  the  same  letter, 
the  General  says,  *•  /  do  not  doubt  my  ability  to  meet  the 
enemy  in  the  Jield,  and  to  march  in  any  direction  over  their 
country  "  and  with  the  co-operation  of  the  sciuadron, 
which,  according  to  Commodore  Chauncey  and  agreea- 
bly to  the  topography  of  the  country,  could  not  have  ren- 
dered any  essential  aid  to  the  operations  of  the  army^ 
General  Brown  gallantly  proposed,  "  to  conquer  Upper 
Canada  in  two  months,*^  and  all  these  feats  were  to  be  per- 
formed by  2700  regular  tpoops,  and  800  volunteers  and 
Indians,  without  the  necessary  artillery*  or  munitions  of 
war.  *    :  - 

But  on  the  14th  July,  while  the  army  lay  at  Queenatown, 
General  Brown  received  advice,  that  General  Rial  with 

*  General  Brown  in  his  letter  to  General  Izard,  as  late  as  the  11th. 
of  September,  speaks  doubtiagly  of  the  capacity  of  his  artillery  to  re- 
duce Niagara,  and  General  Izard  in  his  letter  to  the  secretary  of  war. 
October  16tb,  ts  explicitly  in  the  negative. 
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^  enmrsUfttioii.   A  iiitg»»  tlMMfore»  Htm  ttbaolntely  pmlit*^ 

bited,  even  if  it  had  not  been  known,  as  sef^ms  to  have* 
been  the  case,  that  stroni^  reinforrements  wore  rapidlj 
approaching,   it  may  be  alleged,  that  the  place  tni.^^bt 
liavd  been  earned  by  atorant  trat^  it  is  prteiiMi»  no  • 
such  liiea  preT«lM»  m  it  wm  not  ottenqitodf  ^Jw^  .if ' 
iho  ttttenipt  hod -been  mode'  and  hod  ooeMMHtei 
stmg^li  of  tlie  Americftn  corpn  must  mcmm^  hmm 
been  sensibly  impaired  in  the  operation,  and  so^n  after 
Mould  have  been  Insiet^iMl  by  tiie  dominant  force  of  the 
enemy  and  reduced,  an  the  possession  of  jVia^ara,  and. 
the  command  of  the  river,  would  havo/jcnt.oft'  the^arii- 
8iNi»  from  all  intercourse  with  its  rmarces  in  the  adja^ 

cent^tiitfc.- *  •  .  -Kv  >■■'  -.  ':  ••'^ 

'  But  the  proposition  or  Ripley  to  attack  HlaU  appears 
to  be  sustaintil  by  military  principle  and  policy ;  and  it 
was  certainly  jus(ified,  by  CS^neral  Brown's  avowals  to 
the  secretary  of  war,  and  to  Qommodore  Chauncey,  of  bio 
^^e^pacity  to  break  down  tdl  eppoMout  ta  meet  the  enemf  •' 
in  Ute  fiiUf  ond    wUsnk  to  any  di>«c(isn  oner  ihar  cmm^^ 
inff^  but  retracting  ail  reKance  on  the  eorniseoffonf 
which  itluminste  the  GenernTs  correspondence,  reference 
to  the  comparative  strcn^^h  of  the  adverse  corps,  will  de- 
termine the  superiority.    The  estimate  of  General  liial's 
rc|[]^ular  force  on  the  14th,  made  it  from  1000  to  1500;  £ 
will  take  the  last  numboTf  which  after  his  loss  at  Cbippa- 
wa»  and  de^ching  the  8th  r^nent,  wHI  be  a  liberal  air 
lowancef  and  will  add  to  it  800  militia  and  Indians ;  the' 
force  of  Ckneral  Brown  on  the  same  day  was  estimated 
at  5700  re£z;ijlai  s  and  1000  volunteers,  militia  and  fndians  ; 
but  I  will  take  the  first  Tuimbcr  at  GTWid  arid  ilie  last  at 
SOQ,  with  which  reduction  the  American  scale  would  still 
prepOmlerate  one  thousand ;  with  such  a  superior,  force  of 
troopa  flashed  witli, victory,  the  dbheartened  enen^  could 
nothave  coped«and  if  attacked  mupt  bare  been  beaten,  audi 
captured,  or  destroyed ;  Ripley's  proposition,  therefore 
was  recommended  by  the  soundest  considerations  of  poli- 
cy and  expediency,  inasmugh  as  by  overtbrowi^|;j[iia)» 
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•  *  •  » 

CHAP,  an  engagement  out  qf  his  works;***  to  bo  enabled  to  form 
an  adequate  conception  of  the  excessive  folly  and  va^ 
nity  of  this  ebullition,  the  reader  must  cast  his  eyes  over 
the  map  of  Niagara  ;t  he  will  there  perceive  that  the 
hciglitSy  which  General  Brown  chivalrously  abandoned  to 
the  enemy,  are  elevated  S45  feet  above  the  plain,  into 
^hich  he  descended  with  his  army ;  that  their  acclivity 
forms  an  angle  of  at  least  fifty  degrees  with  the  horizon^ 
and  that  tliis  mountain,  is  extended  many  miles  to  the 
north-westward ;  the  ascent  of  such  a  steep,  is  fatiguing 
to  an  unincumbered  individual,  but  to  a  soldier  in  the 
ranks,  with  sixty  pounds  on  his  back  and  shoulders,  the 
weight  of  his  arms,  accoutrements,  ammunition,  provi- 
sion, knapsack,  blanket  and  canteen,  it  roust  be  laborious 
and  difficult,  without  opposition,  but  when  seasonably  o{v 
posed  by  a  resolute  enemy  of  half  numbers,  it  is  imprac- 
ticable ;  here  then  Greneral  Brown  and  his  co-adjutor 
Scott,  for  they  must  not  be  separated,  if  confidence  could 
be  placed  in  their  professions,  offered  a  sacrifice  of  the 
army  they  commanded  to  General  Rial,  which  that  officer 
declined  to  accept ;  such  arc  the  sudden  transitions,  from 
extreme  confidence  to  extreme  caution,  to  which  all  mili- 
tary corps,  and  indeed  tlic  human  mind  is  liable.  At 
Street's  creek  General  Rial  despised  his  enemy,  but  the 
effects  of  that  day,  had  impaired  his  confidence  in  bis 
own  force,  and  taught  him  to  respect  the  prowess  of 
his  adversary  ;  he  therefore  determined  to  wait  for  the 
reinforcements  which  were  at  hand.  Yet,  as  rash  and 
improvident  as  General  Brown  may  be,  it  would  be 
uncandid  to  ascribe  to  him  the  degree  of  ignorance, 
necessary  to  establish  the  sincerity  of  the  assurances^ 
exhibited  in  this  letter.  It  has  been  seen,  that  on 
the  Hth,  although  carried  in  council  by  a  plurality  of 

•  It  is  proper  to  observe,  that  the  letter  as  printed  in  Niles's  Regis, 
ter,  is  dated  the  2'2d,  but  I  have  been  informed,  and  it  has  been  pub- 
lished without  contradiction,  by  the  authority  of  an  ofRcer  of  rani, 
that  the  retrograde  movement  from  Fort  George,  took  place  on  the 
33d  July:  if  the  statement  be  erronecut  it  can  be  corrected 

t  See  Atlas,  Nq.  XV.  ... 
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CHAP,  which,  by  the  bye,  is  somewhat  incredible,  for,  be  says, 
^^^^^  in  falling  back  to  Chippawa,  he  had  determined  todii- 
Those      encumber  himaelj  of  hagi^age,  and  march  directhj  for  Bur- 

described,  '"'^^'^'^  with  what  vicw  I  cannot  conceive,  the 

wKh  re^  P^ace  being  a  contracted  but  lofiy  peninsula,  at  the  head  of 
o^a taer  ^''"'^^  Onliuio,  the  isthmus  of  which  x>as  too  strongly 
from  fortified  to  be  carried  by  a  coup  de  main;  but,  if  it  could 
Bro^'lo  ^^^"^^      assault,  as  it  is  a  small  military  post, 

the  secre-  Serving  as  a  mere  entrepot,  it  would  have  been  no  acqui- 
sition  to  the  United  States,  and  of  little  injury  to  tlie  ene- 
,  my,  because  it  could  not  have  been  held    but  having  re- 
jccted  the  proposition,  made  at  Queenstown  and  carried 
in  council,  to  attack  General  Rial  in  his  camp  at  11 
miles  flistance,  it  seems  highly  improbable.  General 
Brown  should  have  determined,  after  the  lapse  of  ten 
days,  when  his  force  had  been  diminished  by  disease  and 
the  defection  of  the  Indians,  to  fall  back  seven  miles  and 
then  advance  on  Rial  and  break  him  down,  in  order  to 
get  at  Burlington  Heights,  twenty.cight  miles  in  rear  of 
•  the  British  general.    •  * 

■  These  obscurities  and  contradictions  may  perhaps  be 
hereafter  elucidated  by  the  pen  of  President  Madison, 
^      who  may  be  usefully  employed  in  his  retirement,  in  writ- 
ing commentaries  on  his  own  war  5  in  the  mean  time  I 
S™.  ^'""""^  '"-^  narrative.    On  the  24t|,  July  General 

treats  to    »'''»w"  Tc-crosscd  the  Chippawa,  and  encamped  with  his 

.nd^rfolV  "'•^I''      ^''^  ^^"^  "-iver,  and  hi.^  left  nearly  at 

lowed  by  right  angles  on  the  strait,  giving  the  junior  corps  the 
G<.ncrai    post  of  honour,  the  first  brigade  on  the  left,  and  the  sc 
Lundy's    c^nd  (.n  the  right.     General   Rial  milowed*  on  his 
La^e.  July  heels,  and  encamped  the  same  evening  at  Lundy's 
Lane,  about  4700  yards  in  front  of  General  Brown's 
position.     It   is   worthy  of  remark,    that  General 
Brown  on  the  25th  July,  after  his  return  to  Chippa- 
wa,  wrote  the  secretary  of  war,}  advising  of  his  "  change 
of  position,'*  on  the  pretence  of  the  failure  of  Commodore 
Chauncey  to  co-operate  with  him  ;  in  which  letter  he  ob- 

•  See  General  Drummond'g  letter.  July  2rtb.  18U:-AnnuaI  He 
gisler.  page  203.       .      .  • 

t  See  Nile.'s  Register,  page  411. 
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tr6  MBMonta  by 

Bmwb'«  rear,  mni  co^^biired  or  destroyed  hi*  wrmy.  1% 

the  CummodorcVs  illness  theu,  and  tlie  disappniiitmetit 
which  tlie  General  pifteuils,*  maj' be  a-Htribc  "  Ins  safety, 
Keflec.        I        approach  a  transaction  which  lurni^hrs  a  iiiii«t 
li  miliary   e»lr«ordiMii7  instance  of  tb^  aicoiniaiitff  mUkh  tltt  pcJat 
Iminatmn  ""'^^  A^quiiw  OTcr  bw^Mui  remon  $  eTm  oiver  thm 

^tiie  if.  nindfl,  of  %  re|NiUican  |ieop|A  who  profess  peacT»  ami 
it^ndy  ■    ^^'^       policy  coneiets  ah  preserving  tranqiiOlilf 

Lane.        all  the  World.  '        •  '  V 

'  I  speak  not  of  achievements  by  wairh  cities  have  been 
saved  and  stales  protected;  oT  great  and  san^nirjary  liat- 
ties  fought,  wiierein  tho  life  of  the  soidter,  has  heen  bar- 
tered for  the  safety  of  the  eniiire  \  of  Thenaopylae  or  JKeir 
Orleans  J  but  of  scenes  of  sen^eMs  carnige^  whereitt  Meh 
,was  staked  against  nothingf  and  th6  country  waa  esq^oa^^ 

*  It  alvays  has  been  and  cvtjr  shall  be  my  pride,  to  viiidtdic  ihe 
conduct  of  honoiir;il)le  iren,>ud  ihcrcfore  I  oftl-r  Uie  fuUowtitg  sla,tL- 
n)t:nl  to  my  readers.  Justly  mccnsed  by  General  B;own*s  d'isinge> 
Buity,  to  use  no  b&rftUer  term,  Coipmodore  Chattncey  on  the  Generaf s 
arrival  at  Sackati'i  Ii)irboiir«  in  tlie  autttimt  of  iei4,'<]eidiaeA  all  inler^ 
eoune  wKh  him.  The  CSesiertl  made  otraitorea  for  an  eaplaiiaitiM 
which  the  Commodore  at  first  t^ectid,  but  on  the  inierccavoa  of  an. 
officer  whom  berotpected*  be  conaahted  to  apcat  to  (Q^nerBl  Erown, 
if  he  would  answer,  tatiffActorily,  captain  queationa  to  be  pro|io«ncM 
to  biie  by  the  Commodore,  which  being  uaeiitied  to«  the  foUowing 
wwro  eflTeretl  to  the  General  in  ffritiijg. 

"Ist — Did  Commodore  CU^tiincey  ever  directly  or  indirect!/,  by 
word  or  by  w  riiinf^,  ^ivc  you  cause  to  expect  thathe  wduld  €o-oparate 
with  yoii  at  the  head  of  Lake  Ontario  ' 
^  Jhirtaer  by  Gerierdf  Jfror  ri,  •*  vAVx^^r,'* 

**2d. —  Ha^  II  Ji  Cfniiiioilore  Chaunccy,  on  all  occns'ons  u  hiri'i  fjave 
come  within  join-  kuowlt  J^e,  manift*sted  a  diMpusiiion,  promptly  anil 
2c,df»usly  to  co-opcraie  with  the  army,  for  the  promotion  of  ihc  public 
service  ? 

*•  Anstinr  hy  General  /frowi,  ^Vvsn^sT' 

I  ilate  these  facts  from  mcinnry,  as  I  received  lli  "i  /Vom  the  Cnm. 
modore  and  the  oflict-r  who  mediated,  uiid  believe  iliem  to  be  sub- 
stajitially  correct.  1  think  there  vvai  a  third  intcrro^atn! y,  but  can- 
not rrcoUecl  it  The  paper  was  signed  by  Gener  d  Rrnvvn  ai.d  deii- 
▼erad  to  the  Commodore,  who  afterwards  met  the  General  a»,au  ac- 
%uaHifaaet»  bat  I  noderstand  without  funktr  ex{ilaiiAtion. 
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dent  advantages.    I  am  sensible  the  public  judgment  has 
been  beguiled  by  misrepresentations,  which  have  receiv-- 
ed  the  sanction  of  the  national  executive,  and  been  im-' 
posed  on  the  representative  body  for  interested  purposes; 
and  I  am  aware  of  the  difficulty  of  i*cmoving  prejudices 
once  established,  particularly  when  tliey  are  fostered  by 
self  love;  but  I  address  myself  to  the  virtue,  intelligence^  > 
and  inde]>endence  of  tlic  countiy,  and,  regardless  of  con--        *  ' 
sequences,  shall  discharge  the  duty  of  a  faithful  citizen  ; 
happy  if  by  the  development  of  facts,  I  shall  be  able  to 
dissipate  the  delusions  which  have  been  spread  before 
them,  to  promote  a  system  of  political  frauds  and  corrup-,  # 
tlon.  * 

In  the  details  which  I  shall  give  of  the  braVc,  bloody.  Source  of 
and  obstinate  nocturnal  rencontre  of  Lundy's  Lane,  I  Ikin'on* 
shall  be  guided  by  legal  testimony,  written  narrative  and  ^^^>c*» 
oral  information,  in  which  I  place  confidence;  faithfully  that  affair 
recording  facts  and  incidents  as  they  occurred  and  have  found- 
been  reported  to  mo. 

The  map  of  the  strait  of  Niagara,!  which  accompanies 
these  memoirs,  is  presumed  to  be  correct.  The  Diagrams  Reference 
(Nos.  XII,  XIII,  XIV,  and  a  XIV,)  designed  to  illus. 


grams. 


*  If  the  divifioD  intrusted  to  the  direction  of  General  Brown  had 
been  lost,  in  the  awful  state  of  the  public  sentiment  and  the  public 
treasury  at  the  time,  the  calamity  might  hare  prored  fatal  to  the  go. 
vernroent.  It  will  not  be  denied  by  any  one  who  reads  these  memoirs, 
that  by  cressing  into  Upper  Canada,  he  committed  the  troops  under 
his  command  to  imminent  hazard,  and  without  the  means  to  accom- 
plish any  solid  advantage — wherefore  then  the  risk  i  I  appeal  to  tbe 
sober  sense  of  the  nation  for  an  answer. — If  the  expedition  had  been 
necessary— if  it  had  been  judiciously  planned  and  ably  conducted, 
then  let  General  Brown  continue  to  command  the  army  of  the  United 
States. — But,  on  the  contrary,  if  this  expedition  was  inexpedient — if 
the  professed  objects  did  not  warrant  the  hazard — if  the  means  pro* 
vided  were  not  adequate  to  the  end  proposed — if  expedition  was 
made  without  any  determinate  plan,  and  the  execution  committed  to 
chance — then,  1  say,  President  Madisen  has  been  guilty  of  a  grievous 
public  wrong,  by  committing  the  blood  and  treasure  of  the  country 
to  such  incompetent  and  improYident  hands.  » 

t  Sec  Atlas,  No.  XV.  .  •  '  ' 
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\CHAF  inUe  th»  nigbt  sceiiw    JLnikly't  Im^'  Ml  13hif  pft¥f^ 

-^^1  position  of  Brigadier-general  Scott,  are  founded  on  t!ie 
reports  of  nrany  officers  wiiu  wtia  on  the  field,  and  (he 
distance  of  the  British  battery  from  General  Scott's  first 
position,  which  was  600  yards,  is  giveir  ffoai  a  tneasure^ 
Mot  made  Ujc  an  ifiteUigtst  eag^ieen  ^  f  r:>4|^  f  ^ 
p  .sitKmof  By  arefereoce  to  the  JBapefthestndt^  the  yntt 
^  be  enabM  to  form  a  general  idea  ef  the  relative  poaltions* 

of >€ieiiend  Brown's  camp  at  Chippawn  (D)  and  that  of 
the  enemy's  at  Lundy's  lane,  (I)  witli  the  internietUate 
ground  and  ihi  ]ii)sts  of  the  advanced  e;aards  of  the  re- 
spective armies  ftt;i  and  s.  On  the  morniag  of  the  25th 
of  July,  the  guard  x  of  the  Amenoan  camp  waa 
manileil  by  Captain  Oilflli*  of  the  ftSd  itifimeiilt  wIhv 


.  •  JUpm-t  ^  Captain  A,  W.  jOdtR  of  tlm^h^WDtj^ 
'  ^  "^Oo  the  morning  of  the  25,th-July,  1814,  the  AiMriotn  vmy  ttii« 
der  Major<gaier»l  Brown*  being  theli  cmcimiped  at  Chlppawa,  Upper 
Qtoida*  I  VI9  detailed  and  aastgned  to  the  command  of  a  ptckot* 
which,  a^eeably  to  the  directions  I  received,  was  posted  on  the  Idwct 
tide  of  Chippawa  credk,  near  the  bank  of  Nia^a  river,  oo  the  rood 

leading  from  Chippawa  |0 Queeostolni heigbUb  abontk^^jUvoC  a 

mile  from  the  encampment. 

"  Bctweon  cit^ht  unJ  nine  o'clock  A.  M.  I  dlscoTercd  a  part  of  the 
enemy  on  an  croincnre  near  '.he  falls,  a  mile  and  an  lialf  or  two  miles 
in  advance  of  the  picket.  parly  wns  stntimiai  v,  and  continued 

so  during  tiie  day;  ol  tluB  I  gave  immcdi.ite  notice  to  tlie  officer  of 
the  day,  lielwcen  twelve  and  one  o'clock,  a  few  of  ilie  c[it:my'b  dra- 
geons  approacljed  very  near  the  picket,  and  wcic  llred  on  by  sotiie 
UH'w  conc'ealcd  in  advance;  and  frcquciuly  iU  dillcient  directions 
i^all  parties  of  the  enemy  were  obacrrable  from  the  picket;  of  which 
the  officer  of^  day  w|is  infemeds  who,, when  he  visitetl  the  pideet, 
otee'Ved,  tfaat^e  inlbriDatioa  hq.  bad  tmimA  Far  qoRiOMittiotfed' 
to  the  general/  wA«  tOUuM  fhgidka  ikat  tkt  «way  w«w^>9nir  near 
thefaUt,    \  ^ 

.  Between  five  mni^^x  ^eUek  P,  M  General  8oQlt,  ^Ith  hia  hrU 
gade,  marched  paat  the  picket  on  ^  rM  to  QoeenMoinr.  'The 
pirtiea  cf  *  the  enemy  in  view  retired  at-liia  approach. 

"  Near,  the  faUs,  and  ou  the  groaod-  oeeopicili  by  the  ciiemy  oa 
hei^etofore  mentioned,  Genter«l  Scott's  a^tmce  were  Bred  on,  and 
fkvr  minutes  after,  the  action  became  general.  Certain  Speneef, 
0<'neral  B^o\ini's  aid,  rode  vp  and  inqxnredt  "  -Jifrf  -^uf  the  f^Hni^?" 
and  when  inf  i  nicd  reiurncd  to  camp.  Having;  received  o'.xicrs,  I 
moved  wilU  the  picket  to  join  Ueoeral  Scoit,  aod  aol  far  m  my  reitr 
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in  tlic  forenonii  fcp'»r[td  lu  liic  lirlii  Dilicer  of  tlic  day,  CHAP« 
Major  Lcaveitwonii,  oi  the  9tlj  infantry,  that  he  hart  dis? 
covered  the  enemy  on  post  in  hi»  ^roiit*  *  Tk^  Major  ve* 
CoiUMMtrefktfett  positbni  with  a  spy  gh^y'-mndrlilsiiBi/ 


oumstances  %6r^  4ttii|ie4iiitid3!:  copiiiMitiicatadt  bj^'bim^  to  Lcavca- 
Geilenii  Brown,  wh(>  tmted^tbeitifeihiiatiQfn  with  slight,  '^orthw 

observing,  «  tlie  enemy  cmiid  not  be  in  force,  as  he  had  urown, 
throivn  a  large  portion  of  his  troops  across  the  river         und  hi^aii. 
({iieenstoivn  to  Lervistoxvn,  'xcith  ^he  intention  to  visit  QkL 
Fort  Schlosstr,  dirtcUi/.agpogiU  to  (/iivi9i»'«);<^mj% 
whine  fyt  had  ifun  n^ng<a  defiimt  ^  $jckf^'m 
hag:gagemd  promgiiims;  the  repoti  af  smih  a  rmiiimi^^iiiillt  ' 
reaehed  Vmsral  Brownr  and  not  having  botds  to^  tmnHptrrt        .  t. 
his  sick  or  stores  to  the  7vest  side  of  the  river,  or  to  th.rniv      "  ^ 
over  a  detachment  for  their  protection,^*  he,  it  is  pre:,4iiiit:»l, 
for  the  first  liiiie^  saw  tite  desperntion  of  his  situation^ 
and>  as  drownipi^^cii  r4itch  a|,  straws^  wiUiout  f|iitlker 
esamination,  <f  )^  ordered  thM.fint  hngqdi  wtder  Omu^/  Genei-ai 
8coU^  to  march  kimediately  fm-  qneemtown,  in  t^o/kt^n 
expectation  that  its  appearante  there  rtfonld  divert  thommmf  4MMtf 
from  his  enlcrprisc  against  Fort  Schio:iSti-,"  \  vviiich  he  took  tywu. 
for  graiitedi  because  the  stroke  wpald  have  afifscted  JUi^ 
vitall)'.  ,      •         '  V. 

We  have  little  cbancei  of  penetrating  General  Brown's 
real  circnmstances  or  motives:  of  conducti  on  tiie  memo* 
rabic  S5tli  of  July,  from  bis  official  letter  Written  to  tlVe 
.St^crctat  y  oF  War  many  daj  s  after,  and  of  course  caku- 
latrd  to  vtii  ur  !<»  a  coloiii  ini^  to  the  iiii!  I  '^iH^v  and 

improvidence  of  liis  measures ;  ^et  by  combuuM^  ob- 

.  - 

««•  the  icepnd  brigade  under  Qenenl  Eipley.  Tb«  vovemcntt  dar^ 
ing  the.ieniftmder  of  ibe  bttOe  up.  d«taikd  in  Captiuii  M<0ofn|d'K 
tetiimoiiyy  '^hieh«  is  far  •*  my  knowkdge  extendtit  ii  eovtect.  cient. 
f«lBlpU||t  #at  nuguUrly-bnTe  and  active. 

«  A.  W.  ODBLL*  Captain^  Aifkntry!' 

•  See  AppenUix  No.  IX,  ColQiwl  LcaTCiiWorth'3  atalpmcnt.  j 
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CHAP.  Tioiu^  circumsfances  to  the  admissions  of  that  letter,  we 
may  be  enabled  to  form  dsductions  the  most  reasnnable 


and  Mlid*  if  not  mimrtiily  immot  in  idl  their^paHs.  fkt 
letter!  ialliide  t»ezctoi  tuepioioii  oa  oiany  aeobaatB*  aa^ 
maimg  the  aaaiher,  fWiai  the  dfftvaialance  4if  ftp  fccli^ 

presented  to  the  public  without  a  date;  for  thus  it  is  pub- 
lished in  Niles's  Rei^ister  of  September  Ist*  from  wljlch  I 
make  tlie  following  extracts  : 
General         Tott  ftre  already  iq[iprised  tliat  the  army  bad  en  tbe 
o£;!ri  ict.  ^  at  Obippaii^«  Abqal  Aooa  ^ 

ter,  with,  tbat  daf>  Gotbnel  SwUt*  who  was  posted  at  Lowiolowity 
out  date.  by  express,  tbat  tbe  enemy  appeared  in  ooit- 


—  r  — 

pooled* 


i-efcrred 

to,  and     sidcrable  force  in  Qiieenstowii  and  an  its  iicights;  tliat 
four  of  the  enemy'**  fleet  !tad  arrived  during  thr  jirereding 
aight#  aad  were  then  lying  near  Fort  Niagara,  and  that 
a  fiamber  of  boats  were  In  view  moving  vp  the  strait; 
within  a  few  mlnates  alter  this  InteHiipnieirhad  been  fa* 
ceivedy  I  was  farther  inflbmed  by  Captain  Benmaa  «r 
the  quarter-master^s  department,  that  the  enemy  was 
landing  at  Lewistown,  and  that  cnir  burgage  and  slrnrs  at 
Schlosser,  and  on  tlteir  way  tltitherf  wert  in  danger  of  ua- 
mediak  capture.  It  is  proper  here  to  mention  that,  having 
rmited  advices  as  late  as  the  dOth^  tbat  oar  fleet' was 
then  In  port^  aad  the  connodoi^  sick*  we  cesscd  to  look 
for  co-operation  frott  that  qnartery  and  determined  to 
disencumber  ourselves  of  baj^j^sre,  and  ni  irrh  dimiiy 
for  Burlington  heights     To  mask  this  irU^nlwnf  and  to 
draw  from  Scfd^aur  a  snuUl  supplif  ^  pnvisionst  i  fell 
back  apon  Chippawa*  4f  this  arrangemgHi,  under  lile 
inemued  firee  ^  the  msift  kftmwch  at  kmmrd  an  oar 
sum  side  if  the  A^^oi«»  and  a»  U  appeared  hf  Ike  before 
Mei.iifarmfUimh  thai ^  emwug  vm  ahaaiio avaU  kHn- 

*  The  reader's  particular  attention  it  called  to  this  letter,  in  wliick 
tlie  General  cautiously  confine*  his  rooUves  for  r;»liing  back  to  Chip> 
pawa,  "  to  other  objcctt"  but  docs  not  de  fine  whatthoae  ohjccis  were, 
rior  CO  t!d  he,  as  the  fate  of  his  ai  my  w;  s  at  ihat  moment  suspended 
b)  a  iiaii  ,  t.  e.  tbe  eoeioy's  talLm|{  pussetiiiou  ot  his  b>ag|f«^e  aod 
stores  at  Scbiosier* 
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self  of  ilf  J  cuiiccivcii  that  the  viost  effectual  method  of  rc- 
calling  him  Jrom  this  object,  was  to  put  myself  in  motion 
towards  ^ueciistown.  General  Scott^  with  the  first  bri- 
gudo,  Towsoii*ij  artillery,  and  all  the  dragoons  and 
mounted  men  were  accordingly  put  in  march  on  the  road 
leading  thither,  with  orders*  to  report  if  tlie  enemy  appear- 
edf  and  to  call  for  assistance  if  that  was  necessary.  On  the 
geuci'urs  arrival  at  the  falls^f  he  learned  that  the  enemy 
was  in  force  directly  in  his  front,  a  narrow  piece  uf  woods 
alune  intercepting  his  view  of  them. 
,  **  Waiting  only  to  give  this  infonnution,  he  advanced 
upon  them  ^  hy  the  time  assistant  Adjutant-general  Jones 
had  delivered  his  message,  the  action  began,  and  before 
the  remaining  part  of  the  division  had  crossed  the  Chip- 
pawa,  it  ha<I  become  close  and  general  between  the  ad- 
vance corps.f  Though  General  Ripley,  with  the  second 
brigade,  .Major  Uindmaii,  with  the  corps  of  artillery, 
and  General  Porter,  at  the  head  of  his  command,  had 
respectively  pressed  forward  with  ardour,  it  was  not  less 
than  an  hour  befoi'e  they  were  brought  to  sustain^  General 
Scott,  during  whicii  time  his  command  most  skiifuUyw  and 
gallantly  maintained  the- conflict.  Upon  my  arrival,  I 
found  that  the  General  had  passed  the  wood  and  Engaged 
the  enemy  at  Queenstown  road,  and  on  the  ground  to  the 
left,  of  it,  with  the  9th,  lUh,  and  2t^d  regiments,  and 

•  This  is  inconsistent  witli  the  plan  of  diversion,  or  the  iBforma- 
tion  of  (;cMcral  Miller  and  C^)loacl  I.cavcnu'orth,  Who  both  say  the 
order  was  perenrjptory  lo  march  to  Queenstown.  •  '  ' 

'  f  Uurely  two  miles  from  General  Brown's  camp. 

t  That  is  at  600  yariU  distance^  btttveen  General  Scott,  toith  4  or 
500  American  troops^  who  hud  been  ordered  to  Queenstown,  and  a 
Bnti»h  tUvittQU  of  2500  inifi  .with  wven  pieces  bf  artillery.  General 
Brown,  it  seems,'  can  convert  the  first  brigade  detached  from  the 
main  body  oa  a  separate  command,  into  an  advanced  corps,  with  the 
same  case  that  he  converted  the  main  body  into  a  reserve  at  Street's 
creek.  No  matter;  the  public  will  not  understand  it,  and  the  Presi- 
dent will  give  it  currency.  ....        •       ,  / 

$  They  covered  General  Scott ;  they  did  not  sustain  him.  * 

I)  Standing  stock  etill  undef  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  battery,  where 
the  troops  were  slaughtered  without  ekilL  Sec  the  statement  of 
Colonel  Leavenworth,  of  the  9th  regiment. 

VOL.  I.  4  R  •     .  ' 
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Towson*9  artiller}'.  The  25th  had  hccn  thrown  to  the 
right  to  be  governed  by  circumstances.  Apprehending 
that  these  corps  were  much  exhausted,  and  knowing  that 
tliey  had  suffered  severely,  I  determined  to  interjmc  a  nev. 
itup*  Vi'ith  the  advancing  troops,  and  thus  disengage  Ge- 
neral Scott,  and  hold  his  brigade  inreserve,'*\ 

The  rcAections  which  naturally  arise  out  of  this  export 
sitioti,  are,  that  the  American  Generals^  had  no  idea  of 
the  advance  ot*  the  enemy,  until  Uic  receipt  ot  the  in* 
lelligencc  from  General  Swift,  at  noon  on  the  25th 5  al- 
though General  Drummond  reached  Queenstown  that 
morning,  and  General  Rial  had  marched  on  to  Lundy's 
lane  the  evening  heforc,^  within  4700  yards  of  General 
Brown's  camp,  w  ith  a  division  of  £500  infantry,  a  troop 
of  dragoons,  and  seven  pieces  of  artillery ;  yet  General 
Brown  informs  the  Secretary  of  War  that  he  fell  back^ 
from  Queenstown  the  24th,  by  way  of  nwe,  and  «<  io 
draw  from  Schlosser  a  small  quantity  of  provisions  to  etut' 
hie  him  to  march  directly  for  Burlington  heights,"  forty  se- 
ven miles  distant;  at  the  moment  too  when  General 
Drummond  was  advancing  upon  him,  within  a  day's 
march,  by  the  very  route  from  those  heights,  with  a  heavy 
reinforcement.    On  hearing  of  the  enemy's  arrival  at 
>  Queenstown,  the  general  acknowledges  that  by  his  own 

•  By  ordering^  General  Riplejr  to  form  in  the  wood  on  the  right  of 
Scott  in  i,  I.   See  testimony  of  Capuin  McDonald,  and  Diagriiin,  No. 

xm.         .  ..       .  .   • 

f  Here  again  the  advance  is  converted  into  the  reterot. 

i  I  allude  always  to  Brown  and  Scott,  who  acted  in  concert,  the 
first  betn^  subordinate  to  the  second,  and  of  course  no  measure  was 
,  adopted  without  his  approbation.  Ripley  had,  I  understand,  op. 
posed  the  passage  of  the  strait  from  the  beginning,  and  was  thought 
lightly  of  by  the  others. 

$  Captain  Odell  declares  that  he  discovered  the  advanced  g;uard 
of  the  enemy,  lietwcen  eight  and  nine  o'clock  on  ihc  rooming  of  the 
25tb,  that  is,  as  soon  aa  he  mounted  his  picket,  which,  if  other 
proofs  were  wanting,  would  shew  that  the  ground  at  Lundy^s  lane 
had  been  occupied  the  evening  before,  and  tlie  British  guard  proba- 
bly then  sent  forward;  as  the  hour  was  too  early  for  the  enemy  to 
have  broken  up  one  camp,  made  a  march,  pitched  another,  recon- 
noitred his  ground,  and  sent  out  his  pickets  on  the  morning  of  the 
same  day. 
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fiiisinanagement  he  had  **  Iff  I  imich  at  hazard  on  our  own  side 
of  tlie  J^Tiagara,  and  that  it  aprptarcd  the  enemy  was  abont  to 
avail  himself  of  it  tliat  is,  that  the  encm;^'  had,  at  last, 
determined  to  seize  upun  the  advantai^eH  he  had  offered 
them,  by  crossing;  t)ic  strait  into  Upper  Canada;  of 
which,  it  would  appear,  uur  chief  was  only  made  sensihle, 
by  the  report  of  General  Swift,  at  a  time  when  the  des- 
tiny of  the  gallant  corps  under  his  orders,  depended  on  a 
single  movement  of  tlic  enemy.  Here  we  have  the  cvi-. 
dence  of  thegencraPs  own  pen,  to  shew  how  iri*etricvably 
ho  had  committed  to  the  enemy,  the^division  intrusted  to 
his  command;  for  if  General  Drummond,  after  General 
Brown's  escape  from  Queenstown  the  2Uh,  ha»l, .  the 
next  day,  pressed  forward  the  detachment  of  500  men 
with  the  Indians,  which  he  sent  up  to  Lewistown,  from 
Niagara,  under  a  Colonel  Tucker,  to  old  Fort  Schlos- 
ser,  only  six  miles  further,  they  would  have  met  with 
no  obstacle  in  getting  possession  of  the  baggage  and 
provisions  of  the  American  army;  and  thus  cut  off 
from  supplies  and  resources,  and  pressed  in  rear  by  a 
superior  force,  they  could  not  have  effecte^l  a  retreat 
to,  Detroit,  and  most  have  laid  down  their  arms  or 
been  destroyed.  It  is  evident  when  General  Scott  march- 
ed, that  neither  Brown  nor  himself  knew  any  tiling  of 
the  actual  situation  of  the  enemy,  for  Scott  was  to  move 
"  towards  Qiueiistown,  and  if  the  enemy  appeared  he  ivas 
to  report,  and  if  necessary  was  to  call  for  assistance.**  Now 
the  very  provisions  of  this  order,  if  to  be  credited,  shew 
that  when  Scott  marched  with  700  men  towards  Queens- 
town,  he  knew  not  when,  or  where,  or  in  what  force,  he 
should  meet  tlic  enemy,  or  wliether  he  should  meet  them 
at  all.*  Was  there  ever  such  a  scene  of  blind  ignorance 
and  rashness  exhibited  in  the  ccmduct  of  an  army  ?  I  ap- 
l)eal  not  only  to  military  men,  but  to  every  intelligent, 
reflecting  person!  and  to  such  officers  has  President 
Madison  confided  the  safety  of  the  country  and  the 

•  If  they  had  crossed  the  strait  as  Brovm  expected,  he  would  not 
have  met  them  a,t  all,  and  this  no  doubt  was  the  calculation  when  he 
marched,  or  surely  the  second  brigade  woukl  Lave  bcea  held  in 
readiness  to  support  him. 


■ 
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etfAP.  Itm  of  ifo'cftlneiis.  ^        a  ^llgle  rtelkrk  I  sliall  ^fiN^ 
miss  this  datdlMs  dfidat  letfer  of  General  Browfiy  aiid'^^ 
^t"^  pdnue  my  narriiUTe;  whoever  wlU  take  the  piilns  to 

amine  and  compare  it  witli  tlic  lactH  niul  rirrnmstanrcs 
herein  detailed,  will  find  it  rnorr  abinuhint  m  A ^  arn] 
falsehoods  than  any  public  document  oi'  cquiil  leii£;tJj^  ex- 
Unt  in  our  lai^$aa^*  v    '  V  t       '  • 

General  Scbtty  aiHcoi^ng  te 
five  and  six  o'olock#  lii  the  aCterneoa,  with  the  ikeletons^ 
*  of  tbe^th,  llth,  2«d,  and  «Wh  rej^itnenth,  Tbwsha^s-ar-^- 
tiller^ ,  a  troop  of  liiiited  Statics  aiul  a  party  of  volunteer 
dragoons  ;  but  it  tUnn  not  aj)peay  tlvat  any  j)f'C(  antions 
were  taken  to  ascertain  the  position  or  forrc  of  the  vnvuiyi 
or  to  support  this  movement,  nop  was  tbe  second  brig^adc 
even  ad?ised  of  itf  Yet  this  deleted  handful  of  choice 
sj^irits,  liantin^  far  gloVji^  marched  off  withltght  heirta  ; 
alus !  how  mkny  of  them  were  des(in^»  wtthout  hen^i  to 
themselves  or  their  country^\.  never  to  witness  anotber 
rising  sun!  I  have  heard  that,  ^hih*  tla  Iroops  were  tail- 
ing Miyor  M«Ncil  made  some  obv^ervatiuns  to  General 
Scott,  touching  tlie  smallnpss^f  bis  foi:ce,  and  thc'hazard 
to  which  it  wduld  he  exposed^  in  marching  against  an 
enemy,  whose  ittkngtf^  •  and  posUion '  were :  uaJbioMy  on 
which  tlie  genertd  turned  to  hie  portable  lihrnrT,  'and 
pulled  out  a  voUmCf  wherein  he  read  to  the  Major  an  ac- 
count of  a  certain  GencraU  who.  at  a  certain  timt  and 
l^^acCi  had,  with  a  tliousand  men,  beaten  t'ourt'old  num- 
bers. '  It  is  further^ reported  that  the  late  Major  Wood, 
the  engineer^  by  repute  an  tntailtve  soldier,  accompanied 
General  Scott  in  this  movementt  and  lading  in  ftani  of 
the  coliimn»  arrired  alone  at  Mrs.  Wilson's,  precisely^ 
two  miles  from  Chippawa  bridge.  It  was  at  this  housri 
the  advanced  guard  oi  the  eiKHny  had  been  pnsted  iu  the 

*  See  mrrttive  <^f  Captain Od«U,         '  .  ,    ,  ,      ;  % 

t  8eft  C«pUin  McDonald's  tetlfmony. '       j'^:-^^  '         '  ^-  '* , 
t  Thtie.  brave  nen  ha^  acquired  hmovr  it'dtfesi'a  Creek^  Hht 
here  they  were  CQt  to  pieces  by  m  batteiy  at  600  ' yards  distancCa, 
wbiUt  throwing  away  an  inefPecttiiii  lire,  6y  whith  U  is  believed  \>f 
neft  on  tbe  fields  not  thir,ty  of  the  eneoi^  were  killedjpc  voanded. 
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forenoon,  and  Major  tfood  was  there  inrormed  tTiJit  Ge-  CIIAP. 
neral  Rial  and  his  suite  had  just  left  the  house,  that  the  ^^J^^^^ 
British  army,  in  great  force,  were  encamped  hehind  a 
wood  a  few  hundred  yards  to  the  northward,  and  that  gencc  re. 
they  were  determined  to  attack  the  American  army  the  ^il^^jor 
next  day.  Major  Wood  returned  with  this  information  to  Wood,  and 
General  Scott,  then  under  man  h,  who  transmitted  it  to  catcd  to 
General  Brown,  and  as  if  determined  to  lead  his  handful  of 
men  headlong  to  destruction,  he  quickened  his  pace;  and,  for  * 
\S'hat  reason  needs  explanation,  when  marching  in  open 
ground,  he  threw  off  the  whole  9lh  regiment  into  a  left 
flank  guard,  c,  c,  c,  and  advanced  i«  quick  time*  opon  the 
enemy,  who  retired  hefore  him.    In  this  order  he  moved  Movement 
forward  to  tlie  fork  of  the  road  at  the  margin  of  the  scou"»nd 
wood,!  where  he  received  a  shot  from  the  enemy,*  and  *>'s/l»spo- 
lialted.    He  then  recalled  the  9th  regiment  into  the  co-  force. 
lumn,  detached  Major  Jcsup  with  the  25th  regiment  to 
his  right  in  ff,  rf,  to  «*  seek  and  attack  the  enemy*s  iejty^\. 
of  course  witliout  knowirii;  their  strength  or  position,  ^ 
At  this  critical  stage  of  the  opi^ration,  accounts  become 
obscure  and  irrcconcileable  ;  1  will  endeavour  to  do  justice 
to  the  adverse  statements;  I  collect  from  Colonel  Lea- 
venworth, ««that  General  Scott,  having  detached  the  25th 
regiment,  inverted  the  order  of  his  march, $  and  proceeded 

v.ith  the22dy  UtliyandQth  regiments;  passing  his  advanced 

'  '  A-  -,.         ^    •  ."'••^•.v   • .'  .     '  - 

•  As  General  Stark  was  crossing  Charlcstown  neck,  the  17lb  of 

.Tnne  1775,  to  the  defence  of  Breed's  Hill,  at  the  head  of  his  regiment, 
the  troops  were  galled  by  a  very  brisk  cross  fire  from  the  fioaling 
batteries  of  the  enemy,  in  Charles  and  Mystic  Rivers ;  Captain  (now 
General)  Dearborn,  who  wms  about  to  flesh  his  maiden  aword,  ob- 
serving lljc  effect  of  the  onemy*s  shot,  suggested  to  Stark,  who  was 
moving  with  a  very  deliberate  pace,  that  by  quickening  his  march  he 
would  the  sooner  relieve  the  column  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy.  Stark, 
with  a  look  peculiar  to  himself,  turned  his  eyes  upon  Dearborn,  and 
remarked,  "  Dearborn^  don't  you  knovt,  that  one  freth  man  in  action  it 
Tporth  two  fatigued  onet  This  was  an  impressive  lesson  which 
General  Scott  had  not  received,  notwithstanding  the  extent  of  Jlit 
expei-iencc,  and  his  vast  range  in  ♦*  PABTlZAN  WAB."     .     ■    \      .  . 

f  Sec  Atlas,  No.  XII.  i 

i  See  Narrative  of  Colonel  Leavenworth. 

J  Sec  narrative  of  Colonel  Uavenwotth    •  • 
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CHAP,   cuardy  vliich  had  been  halted,  he  traversed  the 
^^1^^^^  about  two  hundred  and  forty  yards  deep,  and  discovered 
r.encral         cnemy  on  a  height  in  his  front,  formed  in  battalia, 
Scott  dis-  with  a  heavy  battery  on  their  left;  he  then  wheeled  to  his 
enemy  in*  *  smooth  field  on  the  west  of  the  road.  It  was  now 

onkr  of    about  half  after  five  o'clock  P.  M.  when  the  enemy  open- 
battle,  and  «.  .         „,  f 
is  attack-  Pd  his  battery  of  nine  pieces,  two  of  them  twenty-fou'p 

ed  before  poundcrs,  within  canister  distance,  and  commenced  a 

PC  can 

form.  ^risk  fire  from  a  heavy  line  of  infantry,  posted  to  the 
rii^ht  and  obliquely  in  front  of  tiieir  battery.  After  ad- 
vancing into  the  field  so  far  as  to  have  the  rear  of  the 
hatlnlion  or  regiment*  \n  advance  clear  of  the  woods. 
General  Scott  ordered  "  FORM  LINE  TO  THE 
FRONT."  Tlie  right  of  the  column  being  in  front, 
this  order  was  immediately  executed  by  the  cchellon 
movement  of  comjianics  to  the  left.  The  22d  and  llth 
regiments  moved  in  column  until  gaining  their  respective 
distances  formed  line  in  tlie  same  manner.  At  about  the 
same  time,  the  company  of  artillery  under  Captain  Tow- 
son,  moved  up  and  formed  on  the  right  of  the  9th  regi- 
ment, and,  by  frequent  and  incessant  discharges,  highly- 
animated  the  spirits  of  the  troops.  Under  this  formation 
the  action  continued  nearly  an  hour,  when  it  was  reported 
that  the  llth  regiment,  being  out  of  ammunition,  had  re- 
tired from  the  field,  and  for  the  same  cause  the  22d  regi- 
ment soon  after  followed."  The  preceding  details  arc  ta- 
ken in  substance  from  a  printed  narrative  of  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Leavenworth,  who  commanded  the  9tb  regiment 
t)n  the  sanguinary  occasion,  in  which  he  appears  to  have 
taken  an  active  and  determined  part;  and  it  is  on  this 
information  specifically,  that  I  have  formed  General 

•  Scott's  line,  and  given  the  enemy  his  position  in  the 

Diagram  No.  XII.;  but  how  shall  we  reconcile  the  vcrjr 
opposite  accounts,  which  have  been  rendered  on  oatli  be- 
fore a  tribunal  of  justice?  I  will  answer  from  what  I  have 
w  itnessed,  that  in  warm  military  combats,  an  officer  at 
the  head  of  a  platoon  nr  battalion,  who  does  his  duty,  can 
sec  very  little  beyond  his  immediate  command,  and  that 

*  That  if,  150  rank  and  file,  or  one  contpftny  and  an  half. 
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different  men  see  Uu  same  objects  with  different  optics,  ciiap^. 
In  the  present  instance^  the  gentlemen  quoted  arc,  I  un- 
derstand^  all  of  irreproachable  character  and  confessed  ^''"^'^'^ 
honour.    Colonel  M^Neily  who  commanded  the  lllh  re- 
giment on  this  bloody  arena  of  Lundy*s  lane,  being  call- 
ed as  a  witness  on  the  trial  of  Captain  Blake,  of  the  ar* 
tillcry,  for  imputed  misconduct  in  tiiat  affair,  when  a 
lieutenant  in  the  Uth  infantry,  declares,  t'that  on  t/it  TtuWmmf 
,25f/i  0/  July  General  ScotVs  brigade  was  ordered  out  to 
drive  back  the  enemy  as  he  supposed  5  he  commanded  tJit 
lith  regiment,  marciied,  and  soon  after  passed  the  falls  of 
J^iagara,  near  which  they  received  a  shot  from  the  enemt/t 
about  which  tinu  General  Scott  was  making  a  disjmition  of 
his  brigade;  we  were  at  this  time  passing  a  defile,  very  near 
where  we  received  the  shot ;  the  22d  regiment,  which  was 
on  my  front,  kept  nearly  a  direct  course,  whiie  the  9th  and  •■ 
IXth  wheeled  on  the  left,  nearly  forming  a  rigid  angle  with    '  '  '  ' 
the  a2rf  regiment;  wlun  the  lith  was  in  the  act  of  wheeling, 
the  22d  broke,  and  ran  alhwart  the  lith,  and  broke  several 
platoons  considerably  to  pieces;  I  was  a  little  in  front  where 
the  breach  took  place;  I  obsei-ved  it,  and  wheeled  my  liorse, 
in  order  to  collect  the  men  if  possible,  but  the  bushes  being  so 
near,  they  gained  tJiem,  which  made  it  impracticable  for  me 
to  perform  tluit  duty;  in  addition  to  which  my  regiment 
was  under  a  very  Iieavy  fire,  and  I  thougfU  my  presence 
necessary  with  it,    I  met  Lieutenant  Blake,  who  told  vie 
his  platoon  had  broke  and  fled  from  him  in  spite  of  all  fie 
cQuUl  do.    I  ordered  him  to  pursue,  collect,  and  bring  them 
back.  The  iith  regiment  was  not  engaged  when  Lieutenant 
Bluke^s  platoon  broke,  I  was  wounded  in  the  commencement 
of  the  action  and  retired  from  the  field;  it  icas  then  dark;  ' 
General  Ripley's  brigade  had  not  then  got  up.*'    Captain  CapUia  • 
Crawford  on  the  same  trial  deposes,  «i  was  adjutant  off^^^^' 
tlie  iUh  regiment;  after  tlie  firing  of  small  arms  had  ceased,  uLony. 
the  enemy*s  cannon  continued  to  fire,  and  killed  and  wound- 
ed many  of  our  men.    The  brigade  was  counted  off  iuto 
eight  platoons,  and  the  officers  ordend  to  take  platoons  with- 
out being  posUd.  T/ie  lith  regiment  on  the  Uft  oft/ie  brigade 
consisted  of  thirty  men^  Lieutenant  Sawyer  on  the  same 
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CHAP,  trial  says,  «  Captain  Blake^s  detachment  was  ordered  by\ 
^^^^  General  Scott  to  the  right  ojtlie  brigade,  when  it  commencuL 
Lieute-     ^''f'^^  ^P^^      enemy;  the  fire  was  continued  until  a  great 
nam  Saw-  proportion  of  the  detachment  were  killed ,  or  wounded,*^* 
mony."  '  Lieutenant  Thompson  swears,  i*  that  at  the  battle  of, 
Tho"mp-    ^^^o^^'f^f^r*     ff'^        our  brigade  was  wlieeled  into  line, 
8on».  tcsti-  our  platoons  on  the  lej't  of  the  1  \th  regiment ^  four  or  five  of 
"•^"y-      them,  or  three  or  four  for  certain,  broke  and  fell  back  into 
,       the  rear,  into  a  piece  of  wood ;  that  at  the  time  U\&  brigade^ 
was  formed  anew,  there  was  a  great  deal  of  confusion,  ther^ 
was  some  difficulty  in  obtaining  commands;  there  were 
two  commissioned  officers  file  closersin  the  platoon  to  whicl^ 
I  belonged;  the  officers  were  not  assigned  to  their  posts,  but 
took  them  as  they  could  find  them.**    Seri^cant  Biake,  ot* 
the  Cth,  formerly  of  tlie  late  llth  regiment,  called  as  a 
Serjeant   Nvilnefis  on  the  same  trial,  swears  that  "in  the  battU  of 
^tiUmony.  -^'^'^^o^^^'fl/er,  the  llth  regiment  broke  and  retired  through 
the  woods.    J  got  a  few  men  collected,    When  the  Prisamen, 
came  through  the  woods  and  joined  me.  he  had  collected 
more  men;  we  then  marched  into  the  road;  we  stopped  there 
a  short  time;  we  then  marched  into  a  field  the  other  side  of 
the  road,  and  stopped  there  a  short  time,  it  is  impossible  for 
me  to  tell  how  long ;  we  were  on  the  move  to  return  back 
into  the  road,  when  an  officer  rode  up  and  ordered  us  to  the 
field  of  action;  we  then  proceeded  and  formed  on  the  right 
of  the  first  brigade ;  we  opened  afire  upon  the,  enemy ;  the 
remainder  of  the  brigade  were  out  of  cartridges;  I s/wuld 
judge  we  were  engaged  twenty  five  or  thirty  minutes.  The 
brigatle  was  then  formed  into  a  battalion  after  the  firing 
had  ceased,  and  counted  off  into  platoons;  we  remained 
there  until  after  the  second  brigade  passed  by;  we  then 
„    wheeled  up  into  open  column,  and  marched  some  distance, 
'     /  cannot  tell  how  fan',  and  formed  a  line  by  a  fence;  we  re- 
mained  there  some  time,  and  received  cartridgetf  wlieeled 

'  •  A  single  platoon  keeping^  up  a  fire  against  seven  pieces  of  artil/e- 
ry  in  the  dark,  at  600  yards  distance,  until  the  ^ater  part  of  the 
men  are  killed  or  wounded,  is  not  the  least  of  those  great  achieve* 
jneiits  fpr  which  President  Madison  has  exalted  Cencnd  Scott 


I 


r.ENEKAL  WILKINSON 


689 


again  into  opcji  column,  and  inarched  on  to  the  hiU,^*    Cor-  CHAP, 
poral  Zabinc  Hubbard,  formerly  a  corporal  in  the  late 
11th  regiment  of  infantry,  called  a8  a  witness  on  the 
same  trial,  swears  that  **he  ijcas  corporal  of  the  co/our  Corporal* 
gtiard,  on  the  25th  of  July,  1814   we  md  the  English  army  "gtimony 
at  a  plnce  that  teas  tfien  called  Bridgewuter ;  we  were 
thrown  into  confusion  by  tfuir  heavy  fire,  and  broken;  after 
being  thrown  into  confusion,  I  heard  Coloiul,  then  Major 
M^JVteHf  order  t/te  Prisoner  to  tlie  rear  to  collect  absconders ; 
this  was  before  we  had  given  any  fire  to  the  enemy;  we 
afterwards  formed  and  fought,  J  should  say,  about  three 
quarters  nf  an  hour;  I  fvas  then  wounded,  and  returned  to  . 
camp.    Immediately  after  J  left  the  line,  about  thirty-five  . 
rods  in  Vit  rear,  I  saw  the  Pi-isoner  inarching  fifty  men,  or 
t/iereabouts.**  '''  - 

It  appears  from  this  testimony  that  the  skeletons  ofniag^r&m 
regiments  belonging  to  the  first  brigade,  led  to  the  field  iJcoSect. 
by  Brigadier-general  Scott,  were  never  formed  in  line, 
of  course  the  Diagram  founded  on  Colonel  Leavenworth's 
report  is  erroneous ;  and  w  hen  wo  take  into  considera- 
tion, that  the  25t\i  regiment  had  been  detached  in  quest 

of  the  enemy,  that  the  9th  marched  130  men  only  from 
the  camp,  and  that  a  large  portion  of  the  22d  and 

Itic  lith,  broke  and  retreated  before  they  had  engaged. General 

the  enemy,  I  think  it  a  fair  presumption,  that  Briga-  ^JJ^^^J^ 

dier-general  Scott  did  not  nt  any  period  during  the  breaks  be- 

affair  at  Lundy'slane,  commanil  more  than  400  rank  and 

file ;  and  that  w  hen  the  fragments  of  the  three  regiments  its  force. 

were  incorporated,  and  told  off  into  eight  platoons,  they 

did  not  exceed  120  file,  or  240  men.* 

I  have  taken  much  pains  to  ascertain  with  precision,  Respect- 

at  what  point  of  time  this  action  commenced,  on  u  hich 

subject  there  is  also  a  diversity*  of  opinions.    Colonel  which  the 

Leavenworth  thinks  the  enemy's  battery  was  opened 

^  commen- 

about  half  past  five  o'clock.    Captain  Udell,  who  com-  ced. 
manded  the  picket  on  the  road  to  Queenstown^  two  miles  in 

•  A  Major's  d'lmmutlve  command,  about  which,  and  the  Brigadier, 
more  noise  and  bragging  has  been  made  than  about  the  Duke  of  Cum- 
berland's column  at  Fontenoy,  or  the  immorUdiied  Desf  aiz  at  Marengo. 
VOL.  I.  4  S 
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CHAP,  rear  of  Scott'a  position^  8ays,  that  the  first  brigade  yass^J 


pa]  him  between  five  and  six  o'clock.  Captain  McDonald, 
on  his  oath,  declares  it  was  about  lialf  an  hour  before  sun- 
set when  the  firing  com mcnred.  Colonel  M«Neil  drrlares. 
on  his  natli,  that  he  was  wounded  in  the  commencement  of 
the  action,  atid  retired  from  the  feldf  and  it  appears  it 
teas  then  dark.  Major  Riddle,  the  brave  pnrttzan.  who, 
\i  ith  100  men,  had  been  sent  out  in  the  forenoon  bv  Gone- 
ral  Brown  to  reconnoiti-e  the  enemy,  and  w  ho  assured  him 
they  weiT  not  in  force,  and  desired  him  to  take  off  the 
picket  at  Mrs.  Wilson's,  havin.^  proceeded  to  (B),  and 
discovered  there  was  a  body  of  the  enemy  on  his  left,  he 
retired,  but  had  not  got  back  before  General  Scott  march- 
ed ;  he  says  he  reached  the  bridj^^e  of  Chippawa  just  fis 
lie  heard  tlie  first  gun,  and  //  was  at  that  time  about  s?tn- 
set;  but  a  very  correct  young  gentleman,  Lifutonunt 
Shaw  of  the  Ist  regiment,  is  more  circumstantial.  The 
regiment,**  says  this  promising  young  officer,  **tanaed 

from  the  opposite  side  of  the  i^traitf  half  a  viile  above  Chip- 
pawa,  150  strong.  The  retreat  rvas  beating  in  camp  when 
the  first  gun  was  fired,  and  the  regiment  marched  tvtthmU 
music  in  consequence  of  the  lateness  of  the  evenh^.  They 
readied  the  camp  at  Chippawa  nfter  the  second  brigatie  had 
niarchedt  got  to  the  field  of  battle  in  the  dark  when  the  %±st 
regiment  was  engaged,  and,  advancing  through  a  heavy 

fire,  fell  in  on  the  left  of  I  hut  regiment  and  tlie  right  of  the 

.volunteers.  The  ist  regiment  once  fell  back  fifty  yards  by 
order,  but  never  retreated  or  broke ;  he  says  <«  it  was  so  dark 
that  two  or  three  of  the  British  officers  mistook  the  regiment, 
marched  up,  and  were  made  prisoners.*'  Bivvct  Major 
Marston,  then  of  the  21st  regiment,  declares,  that  the 

fire  commenced  about  sunset,  whUe  the  troops  were  paraded  ' 

for  rolUcalU',,      ,     .  •  • 

.  .  From  all  these  facts  and  circumstances,  it  may  be  fairljr 
inferred  that  the  action  was  commenced  about  sunset,  and 
I  will  endeavour  with  the  assistance  of  Diagram  No.  XII,* 
to  place  before  the  reader  the  opening  scenes  of  this  mur- 
derous nocturnal  rencontre.   Neither  the  hazardous  spc^ 

•  i  .  •  -  .    ,  - 

*  See  AtUfl. 
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vtnli(i>m  of  General  Brown>  nor  the  blind  temerity  of  ClUP 
Gi-neral  Scott,  will  warrant  the  suspicion  that  either  of 
them  would  seek  a  traffic  in  human  life,  unless  they  be-  n^flgj., 
lievcd  the  adventure  promised  a  favourable  result;  for  tions  on 
this  reason,  as  well  as  the  proposed  enterprise  against  Hvcsof 
Burlington  heights,  it  inevitably  follows,  that  these  chiefs  G^nerai^ 
must  liave  been  so  ill  informed  of  tlie  movements  of  the  proposed 
enemy,  as  not  to  be  apprised  of  the  reinforcements  which  «> 
had  readied  General  Rial,  or  of  the  near  approach  of  to^n. 
that  officer  to  their  camp;  and  that  in  this  state  of  igno- 
rance, and  under  the  impression  that  Rial,  who  knew 
the  country,  was  about  to  take  the  advantage  offered  to 
iiim  at  Scidosscr,  which  could  have  been  effected  without  # 
difficulty,  the  associate  chiefs  were  reduced  to  the  fright- 
ful dilemma,  of  awaiting  the  menaced  ruin  in  their  campy 
or  of  I hro wing  Scott  back  upon  Qucenstown ;  with  the 
faint  hope  tiiat  his  approach  to  that  place  might  recal 
Rial,  if  he  was  really  passing  the  river,  or  in  the  more  ^ 
precarious  expectation,  that  should  he  find  Rial's  corps  ' 
divided,  he  might  cut  up  his  rear.    General  Brown  ex- 
pressed his  disbelief  that  the  enemy  was  in  force  near 
him,  both  to  Colonel  Leavenworth  and  to  Major  Riddlc» 
although  they  had  miide  abundant  demonstrations  to 
warrant  a  different  conclusion.    General  Scott's  orders         .  . 
which  directed  him  to  Queenstown,  the  very  late  hour  of       ,  ,  ' 
his  march,  the  entire  w  ant  of  pi-ccaution  before  he  march- 
ed, and  the  total  neglect  of  preparation  to  support  him 
afterwards ;  the  mystery  and  rt>serve  which  appeai*s  to 
have  attended  the  movement  of  the  brigade,  and  the  sur- 
prise^ and  hurry  which  ensued  the  commencement  of  the 
action,  all  tend  to  prove  that  General  Brown  and  his  se- 
cond w.ere  the  dupes  of  their  inexperience,  their  confi- 
dence and  want  of  caution.  But  for  the  delusion  General 
Scoit  would  hardly  have  pressed  through  the  wood,  be- 
yond Mrs.  \V  ilson's,  to  put  himself,  with  700  men,  with- 
in t!ie  grasp  of  the  British  General,  who,  it  is  asserted  and 
believed,  commanded  2500  men,  and  by  a  decisive  move- — 


•  Captain  Otlell,  who  commanclcd  the  ail vanccd guard,  says,  when' 
the  firing  commenced,  Captain  Spencer,  General  Brown's  aid-de* 
camp,  rgde  up  and  asked,  •*  vhere  vat  the  Jiring?'* 


ifEMoiRSjfnr 

^J^^^^^cott  in  five  mlnuteii  ts  «ell  atrftw  Iioihku  Let  Hie  eye 
.      be  carried  to  the  Diagram  No.  XII.,*  and  whataspecia^ 

cle  is  presented  to  a  military  man.  The  enemy  on  a 
Position  strong  position'  arrayed  in  battalias*  v  e>f  with  a  liea?jF^ 
^>oq^  lNiUM[3r.or  aeveii  pWets  poaM  w  ait'.apiniiwwi  ijji.n 

cent  to  the  chnrcb     aad  jaal  in  fraatfiiMiiiiiiiliiJaiiai: 


kfli.    On  an^kin.i;  the  diicovai^y  oftbei 
General    position.  General  Scott's  situation  aught  ia  haru  hecmO', 
tuTtbn  **  poinjul  one,    Tf)  have  fallen  back  immediately,  under  co- 
uld dutjr.  ver  of  the  wood  in  his  reaPf  and  on  his  right,  which  would 
have  been  tJie  resort  of  any  officer  of  prooipi  resource  a»i<l 
trns  VALOU«>^  jii^bt  baw  expaasd  4po  plainly  4k# 
rAiliBQsa  and  fliily  whtch-tmd  so  iilsii|ii»l|  M<»Mlim.lli^ 
ftroofi  ha  ednunanded  ;'«nd  to  hailn  iii'lpiiHii  iiii  -Mm^. 
^  enemy  would  have  been  a  wilful  and  inhuman  sacrifice  of 

them.    With  shame  in  his  rear  and  destruction  in  bis 
fronts  without  military  experience,  or  presence  of  mind 
tO:'estri€a(e  i|im  from  the  dilemnria  into  which  be  had 
pkngiMl  himd^  be  halM  eft  tbt  paM  i>f  4M  Md,  tba  s 
iiwat  rertiQte  froi  tt€reiieiay?8  baHery^  and  yarij^iiiiiMflt  j 
by  persona]  ifbar,  but  a  state  of  frenMfei'iispolewie/^lia  ^ 
sufiered  the  gallant  9th  and  the  men  of  tfic  llth  and  Z'id  * 
regiments,  who  were  brouglit  into  action,  to  remain  fixed 
His  poti.  ,io  the  spot  I  and  thus  circumstaaced  the  reader  will  fiad 

tion.  "       '  .        •  '  »    '  -  •  ^ 

•  See  Atla».     '  '  -  '  ^ 

f  Let  it  be  leaicnbered  tGut  QiW  positiea  tetts  on  the  nsirrttivc 
of  Colonel  Lemvehvenh. 

•  #  I  do'vnot  deo7  lo  Qpnerid  Seott  t^e  at^Me  •of.  adinl  •  Winfi. 
but  I  eonteiid  that  hit  coodQC^t^tt  tyn^yV  Uae.  wtt  not  d^eetnd  hgr 
trrfetalouf,  which  it  thi|t  beautitbUy  ^tcribed  by  the  Poet 

What  tt  true  TiAoar !  ' 
It  it  the  i^rttteit  Virtue,  and  the'taiety  . 

Of  «U  QiinkiBd  t  the  objeet  of:  HH  danger 

A  certain  meae*twiat  fear  tad  Coafidence;  *  : 

Mo  incQntid'vate  rashness,  or  vain  appetite 

Of  f^Ise  eacoont'ring-  formidable  tbin^ 
*•      But  a  true  science  of  distinjTUtshinjr 

<.Whal*s  good  or  evil.    It  springs  oul  of  rcAiOn,  *" 
.  .      And  lends  to  perfect  honesty,  the  tcope    •  •  V 

Ji  alwatfS  honour,  and  the  public  joo4'  - 

his  no  valour  /«r  a  private  came''' 
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tiim,  in  a,  a,  Ui^  light  covered  by  Towson's  aHUlerv,  and  cttAP. 
bis  rear  Mting  on  Uie  woii4»  tbrof^li  which  he  had  just  ^^1^^^^ 

Ian  mm  J 

ItiviU  wtJwitaMt  tM  tlie  Qenml  «k%  with  the  Pnncipiet 

wlMrwillvmeiio  ^ItmMft       mmto      OMragc  only. 
ff  Gcnriul  Biowii  had  possessed  mure  uxporicnce  and  leaders. 
kna\\k'(Ju;ft  of  his  professiou,  aud  General  Scott  less  con- 
fidence and  tMiierky»  the  lives  of  valiant  men  and  fgithr 
ftii  citizens,  would  not  havB  bdeft  rashly  thrown  sway.  If 
4b»  teMT  liiul  wttiM  Itaa  «^%im  ^  Hue.  n^ittoitrteg 
pirlf«  mt  mi^liy  Wn^  linlar  i«iA«toimnl|MA4K>»  be  wonia 
btfwi  geesipotf  lifiTnthiti  of  the  proiiMlty  of  tho  oiiemy, 
which  oM^hl  to  have  prevented  the  dctatdiinent  <it  the  lat- 
ter to  make  w  diversion  at  Queenstown  ;  or  it  General  . 
Scott^  alter  receiving  iniuriuation  that  the  eneiny.  wero  ^ 
itr  force  wUhiA  half  a  atie  of  }Am$  had  thought  more  eC 
ihe  ^^^M|g  orvie^  Mrtt      of  |WiMlial  ilrttncHoii ;  if  U 
hM.  iBimWti  tfi».c4ic«nui|ie^tt  «i4  cewlhm  impUe<  by 
Wetenl^  be  warid  bare  baited,  repofeewl  to*  hie  otM»>  ** 
raandcrf  and  waited  the  result;  and,  in  the  mean  tiiDe, 
he  would  have  reconnoitred  and  aHcerlakaed  Uie  eueniy'41 
munliera  and  poaitiou«    Siioh  woald  have  been  the  cga* 
diiet  eC  Ml  ottoer     li^       jn^mctU  amd  discraimL 
It  waarwaitented  bjr  pruNavIe  awl  eiyoloed  bjr  4ufyp  ^ 
elM^it  la  ayj^mt  be  wee  ilit«clii^  te.Mke  a  dimriiM, 
and  Woe  to  bring  oiren  ^gHm  mUh  w  teyflrir  jbrcf,  un- 
der ever)'  circumstance  of  disadvantage  ;   besides^  the 
precaution  miglit  have  saved  much,  and  could  have  cost 
nothing;  for  if  the  enemy  had  been  found  in  dominant 
ibree»  he  could  have  deKhmM      the  espediency  of  . 
maMeg  m  attaok  or  nol^  ^aMl     am  ef  en  allnna^ve 
eendesi9n»  he  GonU'  then  hare  ditelnlned  on  the  moet  ad- 
vantageous plan  of  conducting  it.    On  the  contrary,  if 
the  enemy  liad  not  been  iu  force,  they  would  have  vaiiiHh- 
ed  before  his  parties  of  observation,  and  he  could  then 

have  pursoed  hia  march  for.  ^neeastown  without  obstmc- 

tion.  ■■     '      ,  ^  ■ 
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CHAP.     htitvm'iM-vikiit-'mB  fhe  iMfliict  of  General  8c«ttf 

Instead  of  pni*suing  this  salutary  judtciofis  course,  her 


Genpral  ti'^nsmils  a  hasty  report  to  his  romraander,  advami^s 
Scott's     lypnn  tiie  eneiny  «m  quick  time^**  as  if  to  jirevent  thc^ 

rancc^cx-  tnfo  Ai«>Mf»  ttid  1«mI»Ws  punj  ftirce  into  8»  Kifvifctaiilii 
^       ezpoMdf  and'dnfencqlw  a  posHien^^tliit  tKe.  hrm  nmn 

who  had  conquered  by  his  side  at  Street's  creei^,  could 
not  withstand  the  destructive  lire  poured  down  upon 
thera  by  tlie  enemy's  {)attery  from  the  heights  of  Lundy*a 
]ancy  but  broke  and  feli  back  in  disorder  before  tbej^ 
were  tpnneii  or  hwt  ftred  a  shotf  BM  l^yrhig^tkmtilut^ 
posifibn  he  lacked  presence  «f  nfind'lP  ctaigeKf^wMMr- 
the  eiferoy  delibenit^y  demlnted  his  fniifc%  mi  streii«tf 
the  field  with  kUltd  and  wounded.      *        '  >  -      -  - 
dpert^        in  t!ie  onJer  in  wliicli  the  reader  found  General  Sr^tt** 
Gcnerfd    command,  under  Ui©  battery  of  Lundy^5  lane,  in  Dia- 
Scott  by    gram  No.  Xlh,  f*it  continued  nsoKy  (me  Iwinr,  during 

Colonel    flien^  r^Hiiirid  fim  U^JtM,  «ui  iiWr  JliMhnwii  - 

ntllik!^'    Cfdvfird  «if  Bimyer,  and  otter  nfficirs  of  tk^  e0r^»^> 

offered  their  services  fo  Colonel  Leavenwmrthjj.  of  ike  9^h  re- 
ginkcnt,    Mont  tJie  same  periods  it  was  dTsrovered  that  tftt 
devaiefi  'posilLon  of  the  cncniy^s  balteiff  pmlccted  it  against 
t/iut  of  Captain  Towsonp  which  had  ceased  to  Jtn^  md  the 
JM  ifipean  to  karoe  km  em^ndMifw  h§  thi  fmmy  agttltist, 
tktmregimiiaiamfOiiAihA  famed 
it;  4n  lAit  emtfiU  mmkni,  Omh^atUi  asm  kk  dkMe^ 
cainp9  CapMn  Wofih  wiA  snierff  Ho  thienel  Leavefiworth 
lo  (Klvnnee  upon  the  enemy ^  with  a  view  to  charge  themr 
he  of  course  ceased  firings  and  advanced  with  sm^Mrted 
armst  until  this  order  was  countermand et!,**  Tbepfrocdkig^  . 
is  substantiailj  the  statement  of  CoAmud  hem^^Btrmrih, 
in  bis.  narrative  (vefore  referred  lo«  and  Is  mnciiisife  aa  - 
to  the  shattered  condition  of  th^  detachaNWt  of  t^c^iieml 
Scott»  then  probably  reduced  to  less  than  500  men  ^  iur 

•  See  Tettiinony  of  ColoMM'lleiL 
*t  SeiB  ihid. 

'  I  See  Appetidi3t«,No.  IX. 
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it  must  always  be  remembered,  that  the  9th  regiment  CHAP, 
iiiarciieil  with  150  men  only;  but  this  information  of 
Colonel  Leavenworth,  whilst  it  speaks  emphatically  for  ^"^^^"^^ 
the  courage  of  his  men  and  officers,  discloses  an  instance 
of  General  Scott's  blind  temerity,  which  would  hardly 
be  credited  from  less  respectable  authority,  inasmuch  as 
he  ordered  the  9th  regiment,  with  the  stragglers  who  had 
joined  it,  say  in  the  whole  300  men,  to  charge  the  firitiah 
line  estimated  at  2600. 

During  this  period  of  more  than  an  hour,  while  Gene-  Action 
ral  Scott  kept  his  station  in  a,  a,  and,  at  600  yards  dis-  ^d^r^lg*^ 
tance,  maintained  the  unequal  combat  with  his  musketry,  forretreAt. 
opposed  to  the  grape  and  canister  of  the  enemy's  twenty-  ^"^S^^fi^^- 
four  pounders;  the  British  General,  it  would  appear, 
made  light  detachments  from  his  centre  and  riglit  through 
tlie  wood,  to  the  edge  of  the  field  on  the  left  of  General 
Scott,  in  if  i,  which  were  noticed  by  Colonel  Leaven- 
worth, and  attracted  his  fire  ;  but  from  a  comparison  of 
circumstances,  it  must  have  been  dark  when  the  charge 
was  ordered,  and  Colonel  Leavenworth  soon  after  re> 
ported  to  General  Scott,  by  Captain  Harris  of  the  dra- 
goons, whose  voluntary  pi*ofl'er  of  his  services,  without  ^ 
command,  does  honour  to  his  zeal  and  gallantry,  that 
«  the  rule  for  retreating  was  fulJiUed,*  but  the  general 
ordered  him  Ut  keep  his  ground,  and  announced  the  ap« 
proach  of  General  Brown  with^  Ripley's  brigade  and 
Porter's  volunteers;  and  these  corps  soon  after  arrived, 
the  enemy  having  some  time  before  ceased  the  fire  of 
small  arms,  and  it  is  presumed  fell  backf  to  cover  their 
battery.         *  • 

Here  let  us  pause  and  make  a  few  brief  reflections.  Reflec- 

AVhy  the  British  General  did  not  profit  of  the  advantncre  ^>on«on 

Ihc  con- 
duct of 

•  As  I  had  never  beard  of  such  a  rule,  I  have  sought  information,  General 
and  understood  that  General  Scott  has  laid  it  down  as  a  principle  that  Rial  and 
a  corps  may  retire,  vhen  every  third  or  fourth  man  U  killed  or  vounded.  ^^"*'*t 
This  military  aphorism  has  also  been  attributed  to  General  Moreau  • 
but  1  conceire  if  that  great  Captain  ever  did  consent  to  it,  it  mutt 
hare  be*  n  in  a  qualified  sense. 

t  Sec  Diagram,  No.  XUl.  c,  c,  c.       .  * 
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CHAP.  General  Srott  offcird  Iiim,  particularly  whctV  lie  i^M^ 
'     from  the  wood,  and  his  corps  was  observed  to  break  and 


retire  in  disorder  before  it  was  formed,  is  to  me  utterly 
inexplicable  ,*  the  temptation  seemed  too  strong  to  be  re- 
sisted ;  for  if  he  had  even  suspected  a  stratagem,  he  could 
have  pressed  forward  a  thousand  men,  to  feel  the  Ameri- 
can detachment,  without  committing  himself.  Eqaaify 
surprising  it  is,  that  General  Scott  should  have  remained 
»tatit)nary  for  more  than  an  hour,  on  a  sp(jt  from  whence" 
he  could  give  the  enemy  little  annoyance,  but  where,  it 
is  in  proof,  his  detachment  was  cut  to  pieces  by  their 
qffhi^tcr  and  grape-shot;  and  it  is-  the  opinion  of  officer^ 
who  were  on  the  field,  that  he  had  not  Injured  thirty  of 
the  i^emy  at  the  time  the  second  brigade  came  to  liis 
*  *   *'       succour,  his  artillery  being  found  inefficient  from  their 
position,  and  his  musketry  too  remote  to  produce  any 
eflTect.    Between  these  cliicfs  it  would  be  difHcult  to  de-  . 
cidc  who  blundered  deepest,  he  who  declined  the  jrroffcred 
booiif  or  he  w!i(»  made  the  wanton  sacrifice. 
Tesii-         Preliminary  to  the  introduction  of  the  troops  who  saved 
Gcnei  'al  Scott  from  extinction,  and  asserted  the  charac- 

Caplaiii 

M  Donald  ter  of  the  American  arms,  I  think  proper  to  refer  the 
•ml  a       reader  to  tlic  luminous  testimony  of  Captain  M'Donald,* 

friancc  al  a  ^  *  ' 

court  of  rendered  bt  lorc  a  court  of  inquiry,  instituted  at  Troy,  in 
ii  qmiy.  ^{j^^q  „f  ^ew  York,  to  examine  into  the  conduct  of 
General  Ripley,  whidi^rffas  ajtencards  stifled  by  the  exe- 
cutive f\  to  prevent  expWifloris  more  ample,  more  minute^ 
and  more  disgraceful,  than  those  which  now  occupy  my 
pen.   .  ^  '   '  *  ■ 

This  tcsti-    From  the  details  of  this  testimony  of  an  officer,  whose 

m^ied  and  caudour  and  veracity  will  not  be  questioned  by  his  com- 
applied.        -       ^  .       .  "  \ 

•  See  Appendix,  No.  X.  .  .  * 

f  It  is  notoriouc  that  the  favourite  Scolt,  about  this  period,  waa 
plying  between  Baltintore  and  the  metropolis  to  intrigue  with  and 
give  lessons  to  the  Secretary  of  War  at  one  place,  and  at  the  other  to 
exhibit  a  new  model  for  military  commanders.  I  hare  been  informed 
tlMt  this  court  of  inquiry  was  dissolved  by  the  order  or  at  the  desire 
of  General  Scott,  and  I  understand  that  the  acting  Secretary  of  War 
assured  General  Iliplcy  it  was  done  Id  his  absence. 
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GENERAL  WILKINSON.      ^      .  ^  J^y; 

rades  in  arms>  it  appears  that  the  movement  of  General  CHAP. 
Scott»  on  the  25th  July,  was  so  little  understood  in  the 
camp  of  General  Brown,  «  that  at  first  it  was  taken  to  be 
for  the  purpose  of  parade  and  drill;  that  no  information 
had  been  received  of  t/ie  enemy  to  his  knowledge  from  the  ' 
16th  to  the  9.bth  of  July ;  that  when  General  Scott  moved      '  * 
out  in  the  afternoon^  no  idea  was  entertained  that  there 
would  be  an  actioUf  vor  had  they  any  knowledge  of  the  vici- .  >ff 
nity  of  the  enemy  ;  that  the  first  information  they  fiad  was       * . 
from  the  firing;  it  was  then  about  half  an  hour  before  su?*-     ^  < 
set;  the  second  brigade  was  immediately  formed,  and  '  ^ 
Boon  after  received  orders  from  the  Aid-dc-camp  of  Ge-  *^ 
ncral  Brown,  to. advance  and  reinforce  General  Scott, 
General  Ripley  immediately  marched,  and  half  a  mile  in 
rear  of  the  action,  it  being  near  dusk,  the  witness  was       .f  . 
despatched  to  General  Brown  for  orders,  and  met  his 
aid-de-camp.  Captain  Spencer,  proceeding  with  orders*      «  ^ 
to  General  Ripley  from  General  Brown,  to  form  his  bri- 
gade in  the  skirt  of  the  wood,  in  i,  i,*  on  the  right  of  Ge- 
neral Scott.    The  brigade  accordingly  continued  to  ad-  ^.J^"^** 
vance,  and  was  in  the  act  of  forming  the  line,  when  Ge-  adJan^es 
neral  Riploy  obooi^vod  tu  Colonel  Miller  and  other  com- 

*    ^  own  re- 

roanders,  that  to  form  a  line  in  that  place  could  be  of  no  sponsi- 
consequence,  as  they  could  not  advance  in  lino  through  ^J^^^^j^^^ 
the  woods,  and  tboy  were  not  within  striking  distance  of  to  his  or- 
the  enemy.    He  added  that  he  would  take  upon  himself  the 
responsibility  of  moving  further  on  towards  the  enemy  be- 
fore lie  formed,  and  sent  the  witness  to  apprise  General 
Brown  of  his  purpose,  but  not  finding  him,  he  imme- 
diately joined  General  Ripley.** 

«  Whilst  advancing  through  the  wood,  the  fire  of  the 
enemy's  battery  was  very  brisk,  and  his  shot  and  shells  ' 
fell  thickly  about  the  second  brigade  under  march,  but  ^ 
appeared  to  be  directed  more  particularly  towards  Gene- 
ral Scott's  detachment,  which  the  second  was  then  about 
to  pass.  Under  the  impression  that  General  Scott  was 
suffering  severely  from  thi^  continued  destructive  firc^ 

*  SeeDiagranit  No.  XIU. 
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CHAP.   General  Ripley  tlctcrmincd  to  attempt  to  carry  tlic  bat- 
tery,  and  ordtred  Colonel  Millef  with  the  21st  regiment 
Deicr-         execute  that  service,  which  this  dauntless  officer  cheer- 
mints  to   fully  undertook."  The  public  opinion  seems  to  have  been 

Cftrrv  the 

enemy's  Unsettled,  respecting  tlie  merits  of  this  distinguished 
baitcry,    stroke  of  the  war,  for  while  the  execution  is  universally 

foi'  which 

service  he  Conceded  to  Colonel  Miller,  general  Brown  has  made  an 
Cotoncl     equivocal  pretension  to  the  disccnuncnt  which  suggestCMl 
Miller,     it,  with  what  justice  let  the  following  summary  of  facts 
2lst  re^^i-  <lcclarc.    Captain  M'Donald  says,  that  aboigr  the  timo 
went.       of  passing  General  Scott,  Ripley  •*  remarked  to  tlic 
witness  and  Colonel  Miller,  that  he  would  detach  the  2 1  at 
regiment  under  tiic  latter  to  carry  the  enemy's  artillery^ 
•    '        adding  that  uidess  this  was  dune,  they  would  destroy  out* 
wiiulc  force,  or  compel  us  to  fall  back;  about  the  time 
the  21st  was  preparing  to  move  as  directed,  the  witness 
*       *niet  General  Brown,  who  inquired  for  General  Ripley^ 
and  asknd  what  dispositions  he  had  made?  The  witness  in- 
furnieil  him  ;  he  approved  of  it,  and  appeared  quite  elat^^wv 
^      ed  with  the  intelligence,  and  accompanied  him  to  General 
Ripley  ;  some  c(m  vers  at  ion  (f»ok  place  between  them,  and 
in  a  very  few  minutes  both  battalioiia  were  in  inution."  . 

Colonel  Miller  has  made  the  following  written  decla* 
ration,  piil>Iishod  at  tho  i^ffiro  of  the  Boston  Patriot  in 
1815:  ttThat  the  enemy's  artillery  ivua  advantageously 
posted  on  a  height  domminding  the  plain;  the  destruction 
^which  it  dealt  through  our  ranks,  suggested  the  imperious 
necessity  of  carrying  the  height ;  this  General  Ripley  de- 
cided  to  he  done  ivith  his  own  brigade;  tfie  21s/  regiment 
udvaticed  and  charged  tJie  battery  in  front ;  he  led  tlu  2Sd 
upon  their  Jiank ;  both  these  regiments  present  were  less 
than  TOO  men.    The  movement  was  performed  in  t/te  most 
heroic  manner  by  both  regimenlst  and  in  a  few  minutes  ive 
found  ourselves  in  possession  of  the  whole  park,  coiisistitig 
of  seven  pieces,  and  the  enemy  was  routed  in  every  direc- 
tion.*'*  Thus  speaks  the  unaffected,  unambitious  patriot 
soldier  and  virtuous  citizen,  and  thus  the  fictions  and 

•  See  Appendix,  No.  XL 
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esAP.  Ift^the  first  ln'%ad«^  -tnmld'baTe  Wen  bnt'^o  ^flM^ 
witlioiit  ofllmdiiig  the  enemy.  ThA  fiets  «l«  Mbfe  Ike 

reader,  and  will  enable  him  to  decide  on  the  comparative 
merits  of  these  Gcjicr  als. 
Movement    ftipley  having  concerted  his  plan  witli  Colonel  Millef^ 
g^fcg:  the  second  brigade  fidvanced  in  the  dark.   The  Mteix 
gede^      of  Iher'eiieiiij  waffi  IHw  its  «x|doeioiiB,  kmnm  to  to' ok 
aiirieiilneiicef  liiit  tfieaecoiid  brigade  cotild  baye  no 
ledge  of  6ie  number 6fit»  guns,  ortbie  iiMeby 

8iip|M  i  Lud.    It  was  a  hartl^  enterprise,  iniperiouslj 
enjuined  by  the  tiedpciatc  circumstances  into  which  Ge- 
neral Scott  had  drawn  the  troops.    Colonel  Miller,  with 
the  ^st,  wheeled  into  a  lane  on  the  left  of  the  road,  and 
di8{4ayed  in  M  with  itf  orcbard  ^  OB  bisTigbt.  Miph^ 
irliii'ilw  ssd  regiiMit^  viider  iOie  taineiiita  6mmM^ 
Hwe'lgaBant  nnfortunate  Major  M<Pbrland,  advaaeed  Ifa 
column  un  tlif  main  rouo  ,  he  was  unexpectedly  fired  on» 
directly  in  front,  ;inil  tlic  troops  fell  back  fifty  oi' sixty  yards^ 
but  thr  disoi'<l(  1  vruc  r-frovrrcil,  and  the  regiment  rc-form- 
edin  hve  minutes;,  and  advancing  to  l<utidy'iilaiifi4;«e» wheel* 
^  ed  to  the  left,  and  dieplajteA  in  d,  tn  the  mean  tlme^  theiatra* 
pidf  sagacious  MUler^  moyed  tSkuMf  agaiast  ttie  ballarT^ 
and  reacbsd  the  fence  of  tbegimTsgrard  k,  iasMdhiteljr  ia 
front  off  and  under  Uie  guns,  whose  lire  was  pofnted  at 
the  position  of  General  Scott,  the  British  line  being  a 
few  rods  in  lear,  in  c,  c,  c.    Directed  by  tlie  fire  of  the 
enrrrn  ,  t olonr)  Miller  poured  in  upon  them  a  destroctiva 
volie/y  pro!»tt  aied  tho  ieucef  and  rushing  upon  tto  bn^ 
Colonel    tsryt  carried  it  witboul  a  etraggle»  tbo  sirllllerisli  nn^ 
^il\es  the  ^^^"^^  desertiiig^  their  gmw.  The  81st  was  then  nd^ 
bltte^ry  of  VAnced  to  Limdjr^s  lane,  and  formed  In  «u  Ws  edr^ 
theeoemy,  pitiae  attesding  this  aesault  must  have  prodoced  soma 
embarrassment  in  the  British  line,  which  gave  Colonel 
Miller  time  to  respire.    Soon,  however,  the  gallant  foe, 
advanced  to  recover  what.they  had  lsst#  and  then  a  aoc-n: 
tnmal  rencontre  took  piaee»  which  was*cantiBnsd»  at  i«r 

temds,  fortwo  hoars»  norodoss»  obstinatof  and  bfesdff 

* 

t  *  See  0iagii0f  iTo*  XUl 


image 
not 
a  vailable 


M£,^01ESB¥ 


CHAP    damned  scoumlrd  it  was  who  had  giwi  orders  jor  the  Lraopm 
to  dieer?*^  Sonic  person  ftii8wei*ed  it  was  tUeGMeffaljoal 
wMch  the  Colonel  obMrvedv      -MrvtA  to  expmt  our  pH.-^ 
vJlifin  to  (b€  mnif.^  Again  the  Imtteiy  wMiedl^  aad  slioit.^ 
Jy  after*  General.  Scottv  rode  iip  and.«ai4f  «<OMfirMif^ 
my  &ot/«r  General  Bial  is  taken^  three  cheers,'**  and  the 
enemy  again  opened  their  baiter  v.  A  tliird  pause  ensued^ 
and  a  heavy  f;rc  of  small  arms  was  ohserved  dii'ecUy  in> 
Drouth  and  word  was  broaglit  that  the  battery  of  the  eae»« 
my  was  taken*  and- General  iacatt^deniA  a- thM  eiwer^ 
SoCjiClHiyofcJftiddle* :  .  -      :  ■       *■  • 

inforroa-  narridtves  of  Oolbnel  Lea* 

^nof  venworth,  and  Lieutenants  Crawfordi  Sawyer,  aiMl 
nants  *  Tliompsoii,  that  not  long  after  the  captut^  of  the  mcmy^ti 
awford,  |iatteryf  General  Scott  consolidated  the  slialtcred  re.-* 
d    '    mains  o^.bia  corps  into  one  battalien  of  eigbt  platoons^ 


on. 


homp.  wJ|ipi»npyear9  in Aave  iieen  ae  baatily  oi^^aniaedy  IM 
tbeioiBpera  vnavanet  ]^aeted»*'  eoflf?  dineUd  to  JM 
tftetr  places  as  wtU  at  lileff'  mmM.''  Previoirai  tor  4iiif^ 

a  party  of  fifty  men,  who  iiad  been  collected  from  the 
fugitives  of  the  i  i  Lli  regiment,  were  brougiit  up  by  Cap- 
tain Blake,  and  placed  on  the  right  of  the  brigade,  aiuly 
by  Dr^er  of  General  Scott,  the  rest  of  the  troops  having 
e^hai^e^  their  animnmtionf  thia  party  opened  a  ire  in 
ih^  A^yj^yf^fi^  ^^^^  fif^  enemy,  wbkh  tfcur 

up  tweiitjr-llve  6r  thirty  minrutee^  daring  whicK  time  a 

4  great  j)art  of  tlic  men  were  killed  or  wounded  by  the 
enemy's  battery.  The  offirprs  liavinc^  foimd  place*^  in 
Uie  consolidated  battalion^  which  1  shall  in  the  Diagraas 
deeignate  the  9tli  ragtment^  it  waa  wbealad  Ma  open  eo* 

•  The  admirer*  of  General  Scott  may  call  this  an  jmprcrcmci-:'.  ia 
llie  formation  for  baUlc,  and  it  is  indeed  aJmirable  fur  its  novelty  ; 
for  sureh'  it  is  the  firsl  instance  recarded  in  military  history,  in  which 
u  battaliuu  was  marched  ag-ainst  the  etiemv  before  the  officers  were 
posted.  It  furnishes  uu  mcmUciiible  evidence  of  the  General's  im- 
petuosity and  levity,  and  proves  thai  lie  was  more  intent  on  mai]n|p  a 
nolle  than  pcrfbroiing  aplid  lervice.  If  fucb  condact  be  unpardona- 
ble in  day-light,  what  ahall  we  aay  of  It  ia  the  night,  alter  the  covps 
bad  b«en  broken  1^  niuiglcd } 


Ly  GoOgl 
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CHAP,  before  the  enemy  advanced  to     mriiai  ohaigi. 

Porter  bad  moved  up  ^mith  his  ▼«^«Btiea%  .vW^|tt 
Lteuteitiuit  Biddle^s  detachment,  he  formed  ti^pii^Bm 

tbeleftofdhlineioJ^»i  ^^TT 

Eiplcyift*-  While  Ripley  was  formin-  tins  iine.  ('ai)tai!i  M'Df>- 
quiret  of  '  ,  ^ 

]|t-own      itaiu  uepust»y  lli^t  *f  he  wu»  b^nt  by  ttiai  u^cer  to  ask 

whether    n^ro^  Brown,  whether  tiie  captured  artiUcrif  shtmid  nai  k$, 

aaot»"^  -^^W  tWJW.  «d  deUTend  hi. 

benoved  who  iepHed»    Iftf iri|i»i>r mattm ^ more 

^  ^  Hffeaii  fo  ol  tto  ikvm,  ami  Ae  ttHnOd  «e«  Gemral  Riyltf 
hiimtlf*^  IJi  appeared  highly  elated,  and  rode  with  him 
to  General  Ripley,  hut  he  did  not  hear  the  conversation 
which  pass(  d.  After  General  Browa't  iplerview  with 
General  Ripley,  he  kit  thp  hiUi  as  he  andweiieedt 
eearch  of  General  Soolt;  hat  it  anear*  foem  CqImmI 
Leavenwiirth'i  narrativey  did-  not  ind  hiaiH  a§  GoIomI 
Leavenworth,  ahont  the'  same  time*  was  sent  in  quest  of 
General  Brown  by  General  Scott,  and  found  him,  after 
Ripley's  second  comUat^  as  iias  been  said^  in  tl^  orchard 
at  ;  • .  1  s*- 

Second       The  Diagram  No.  XiV.  wttl  exhibit  th6  aa?«iRal  ewtP 

u^'ii^L'y.    1^^^^  General  Blpley^  wlien  ho  raoelaad 

'  the  second  ehhrge  of  the  enemy,  wfao»  after  the  flMt  to- 

pulse,  fell  back  to  /,  /,  /,  but  being  re-formed,  extended 

t  heir  line  and  advanced  to     gy  g.  This  was  a  movement 

to  test  the  intrepidity  of  the  combatants  |  it  prcseatod 

•  Captain  1  homas  Blddle  had  preceded  the  second  brigade,  and 
■was  overtaken  bv  ^hr-  21st  rpp:iment,  near  Uic  lane  into  u  hkh  Colonel 
Miller  w  heeled,  v.  lien  he  displayed  in  h.  Being  apprised  of  ihe  inedi- 
tated  aluck,  CapUin  Biddlc  advanced  a  small  distance  on  the  main 
road,  and  opened  his  battery  in  o,  )al^^-\insL  that  ol  ihe  eiicm^,  to  amuse 
them  until  Colonei  Millei'  made  h  is  AaiiAull.    iic  theB  COntillU^il  III* 

mirch  to  the  proximity  of  Lundy's  lane,  and  foroMd  in  o>  «,  where  he 
reeetved  a  frost  fire  from  tho  eoeiny,  probtbly  tbeKing*t  regiment 
ind  ineorpotatod  militia,  stationed  by  Gencril  Drammoiidt  on  the 
kit  of  the  rosd,  which  be  leturned,  md  an  tb«t  poiitton  he  conttnoed 
on  hisove  diteietiaD,  coveting  the  right  of  the  American  lioei  dee* 
ieg  the  whole  action,  in  the  codrieof  which  be  feceifed  two  woimds. 

t  aee  Appsndii,  NO. 
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CHAP,   calls  for,  his  right  inclining  to  Limdy's  lane,  and  bis  left 
to  the  captured  artillery ;  the  darkness  may  well  ac- 
'^'JIJT^**^  count  for  any  inaccuracy  of  his  narrative.  General  Rip- 
ley in  the  mean  time  threw  forward  the  several  corps 
under  his  command,  and  formed  them  in  aligiument  with 
^         Towson's  artillery  and  the  25th  regiment,  in  c,  c*  The 
^       enemy,  whose  pci*severing  courage  could  not  be  excelled, 
but  by  men  who  sprung  from  the  same  stock,  being  re- 
Third      freshed  and  reorganised,  advanced  to  the  charge  a  third 
the  e^°^  time ;  and  I  must  again  take  leave  to  give  the  reader 
n^y         Captain  McDonald's  account,  rendered  on  oath,  of  the 
contest  in  which  he  took  an  active  part.      JlJXer  an  in- 
terval of  half  an  hour,  or  three  quarters,**  says  this  officer, 
"  the  enemy  advanced  in  nearly  the  same  manner,*'  to  d,  d, 
attacked  precisely  in  the  same  point,  hut  did  not  approach  so 
near,  before  the  firing  commenced,    Tlu  contest  ivas  more 
severe,  and  I  think  continued  longer  than  the  last.  JVlc 
same  precautions  were  enjoined  by  General  Ripley,  with 
respect  to  the  merCs  resei-viug  their  fire,  and  the  reception 
of  tlic  eiumy  was  equally  warm.    Some  part  of  our  right 
and  left  gave  way,  but  our  centre,  composed  of  the  2\st  re* 
giment,  stood  firm,  with  the  exception  of  some  platoons, 
which  aUo  fell  back.    The  enemy  were  rejmlsed,  and  again 
retired,*'  to  g,  g.    During  this  conflict,  as  in  the  second. 
Conductor  nothing  is  heard  of  General  Brown,  whose  jarred  duty 
iJrownand         bccomc,  when  his  whole  force  was  closely  engaged, 
the  execu-  to  have  taken  the  command  in  person,  and  directed  its 
operations.    A  man  of  true  military  sentiment  would 
have  suffei'ed  martyrdom,  sooner  than  thus  yield  up  the 
point  of  glory  and  honour  to  a  subordinate ;  yet  the 
General  was  on  the  field  .md  not  then  wujunded.  Ap« 
prised  of  this  shameful  direliction  of  duty,  for  which  a 
tribunal  of  honourable  men  must  have  degraded  him,  th« 
executive  sympathies]  were  intcrposqd  tosavc  the  chief  from 

•  See  Diagram,  No.  a  XIV. 

t  But  why  did  not  those  sympathies  operate  in  favour  of  the  friend- 
less soldier  Dyson  ?  who  was  sacrificed  after  the  cowardice  of  Bla* 
densburgh.  , 
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thif  J^H^  of  6u)rarti]l0i7»  and  came  in  conUci  witkibD 
left  4NS^«ii«in3^a  iiiMlf  a  short  dtetancc  pas^  tlia  o«tt\re, 
vrhlch  iRimedUtely  gave  way  ^  owin:;,  hoivevcr,  to  the 
Cu] kncss  of  Ihc  nis^ht,  our  coiuinu  became  in  some  dep'te. 
irregular  ;  wc  passed  the  e,vtreiiki  IcjL  of  Qcncral  Vorter\ 
xoUiutccrs^  and  osrain  form^  tmr.meu  m  limeJit  ^/rto  4e- 
Uil  id  given  in^Colonel  Leaveiiworth^s  JaAgttllB^^aiid  if 
adniltied  to  belkerallf  correct*  what.doea  t^|ttnil^;tD  ? 
TKat  General  Scolt  peiceivini;  tlic  apppoachin^  otonw, 
fletermiiietl  to  Bij^naHne  hifn8Lir  at  the  ex|>L'n.sr  of  l»is  own 
life,  or  by  tlic  r\:tin<  Ikhi  of  (he  iiiiuJlui  ol'  ( oiira.i^cons 
men  and  oflkers  he  leil.  l*iii  suant  to  tiiis  ]uj!*:'.> hu,  m 
a  t,ramport  of  -Omvcriff  yiuugi^d ^kmsx{\hins;  into  fire 
of  tbe  contending  corpSt  near  .4he  ^fEPi^  rlgb^  fnd 
ind  pasaes  being  broken  And  disordered,  bfracraimbMdl0iRtiU|f4)Kf^ 
tbo  adrerae  lines  wbfiat  doaely^  eni;aged»  and^  ci^^p^^y 
witii  tliftse  who  survived,  by  tlie  Ameriean  left,  wbflre 
lie  formed  in  r.  i>ui  U*  the  reader  will  examine  tlic 
Diiigram  XIV,  and  compare  the  pf>8ifion  of  Gene- 
ral Scott's  battalion  d,  with  that  of  Tow  son's  AfUl- 
tiller  J  on  the  left  of  the  S3th  regiment^  it  will  be  per- 
ceived that  to  charge  between  thp  gtms.  of  4liat^baU^>^ 
Scott'a  battalion  must  have  first;  moved  dow^n  tli«  |ine  In 
rear  of  the  25tb  regiment,  and  then  wheeled  to  the  right, 
ivl'il-i  fliere  was  no  obstacle  in  the  nay  to  it  liiarge  to 
the  tront,  winc  h  being  perpendicrilar  lu  riis  line,  was  tlie 
most  natural  and  convenient  ;  anil  this  is  the  idea  of  aii 
intelligent  officer,  who  was  on  t^ie  ground«  aiid;  it  is  for 
this  reason,  and  this  only,  I  have  given  the  battalion 
^faat  d»rection  in  this  Jrantie  charge,  berause  the  merits 
of  the  opcratiun  (:unii(»t  be  affected  by  this  or  (hat  de- 
scriptitin  of  iL  Vve  have  Colonel  LeaVLiiworth's  autho- 
rity for  tiic  jiassage  ol  this  iU-fated  detaciim^nt  out  by  tbe 

course  it  was  fgoHsh.  U  surely  coald  notr'lmve  beeh  ciitcu1«tecr)br 
the  stage  effect^  with  which  it  has  been  since  employee],  becaiuo 
the  impendm^  accnea  were  of  too  awful  a  caat  for  aticb  levity  {  and 
it  couldmt  hare  been  fur  the  same  cause  that  chUf]ren;«oinetime« 

\iliistlciii    he  dark.   'What  then  ^ 
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CHAP,  tiumy  were  repulsed.    General  Eipley  made  every  possible 
mtrtmm  to  intpire  and  encourage  his  troopn,  and  exptOMed 
''^''^^  higfemn jtiiir^ihe  hatM  of  m^if  tll^  HtMg.  Itn^ 
demo0iutdi$iwrol  Huu^ io  prevM     Mini  p^'itUn,  hit 

without  effect.  His  pemveranee  io&9' 'wm^rmifM,  9ome* 
tuius  (ictihg  U4  file  cbmr  it^  wtU  j/s  comim! ndcr.  lie  ^ave 
Ilia  urdcrs  7V}fh  perjtci  i  infncss  and  ildflnTufi-iu,*  and  at- 
iaid^aaj4ir  as  wmposMe  to  their  prnper  cjceaf^Hon*  The 
wilMit  WMf  JbijW  Aim 

f»  Qtmral  Stpief^t  pooUion  woi*  «mHMr«Hteii  ftr'dt^ 
tmiivepaeuinfekr  of  theimi^  he reeetd^twfO^MMi'^^faisgA 
Ms  hatf  and  hit  horn  mm  wwMd  dmriMf  1^  ^nomdm  > 
after  the  last  nltack^  witness  itai  dcspufeJied  to  Creneral 
Porter  by  Gtmvai  HipUy^  with  orders  toium  to  6end fifty  ot 
'  om  hundred  voinnteers  of  his  comTnandy  to  report  to  Colmiet 
JiMteOf  and  rmftord  the  captwred  orlUfef^ fimii*(kthBight»  to 
the  iSBOkp  ut  CkippawiL  ¥9^tniess  SUxtHoM'tkt  ardifj,  and 
9awUiewflwntimiktai^an^maiiTM 

G«»ti*l  •  TliTcc  ardiiir,  (ritual  and  rruuHlcroim  rombats  liad 
P^^dent  "ow  taken  place,  since  the  commanding  GcTieral  Brown 
MadtAon.  htard  off  and  yet  no  measure  bad  been  adopted  to 
86C«re  the  ii^^oet  of  cc^teiitioiif  tbe  eaptnitd  orttfiery- 
WMber  nimiiiatfaig  in  the  orchard  or  elsewjierey  I  am 
uoiMe  to-aajy  ai  I  cannot  penetrate  the  veil  of  conceal- 
ment which  the  executive  interposed  5  but  bis  absence^ 
alone,  warrants  his  condemnation.  }  ^  ' 

^  Having  terminated  the  fourth  and  last  triumphant 

struggle  between  the  British  and  American  corpsy  where- 
in the  bkiod  of  valonMie  men  was  wasted  in  a  vain  con- 
llkt#  whichf  excepting  tite  diminati^n  of  the  human  race 
and  the  expendknre  of  animnnltion^  ended  where  it  began : 
Ctneral    my  attention  is  iit  ressarily  called  to  Gciu  t  al  Scott,  who, 

an  CO**''^^  be  ran  £rom  Rip- 

adventure  ^  >' 

on  tbe  left,       prevented  TetTettinf .  Tbe  jeeles  weie  eqotpoMli  and^  the 

bteaib  of  Heavien  decided  the  balnnce  in  ftnroiirof  tbe  United  States* 
See  the  ttatement  poblitbed  at  tbe  oQce  of  the  Boston  Patriot,  1814. 

*  His  ordeti  were»gtfen  in  an  uoder;kqr  ratbeir  than  a  boistcroqa 
tone,  end  be  was  csreibl  not  to  expote  bis  peiMo  or  bis  brigade  bjr 
eheeriiig  or  shouting,  but  he  o|jpeared  to  know  what  be  trai  atoot; 
lie  was  rational  and  coUecied. 


image 
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a  vailable 
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CHAP.      I  regret  that  Colonel  I^eaven worth  has  not  been  mora 
^      drcimiataiitial  in  his  licbonixt  of  ttds  patticttlnr  bperatj^iif 
^^^"""^  because  it  h^si  reached  me  in  a  vtry  diUhrtnt  sbapi^ 
through  aeyeral  oflicen  who  were  concerned  in  thatrcAff 

d^cLuvre,  and  even  from  Hit  autlioiiljr  of  General  Brown 
himself.  " 

From  these  sources  I  derive  the  following  statement^ 
Uisit  General  Scott  led  his  column  down  the  lane  h,  h, 
and  at  that  critical  perbd  Genend  ttrowli*flhewed  htm- 
ielf  oh  fha  loil  in  qneat  of  the  Bri^adierj  and»  dlBcoTeri-' 
-   in^  his  tracts  the 'eommailder  stored  the*iaAe  and  passed 
several  sections  in  pursuit  uf  hiro,  when  the  column  re- 
ceived a  voUey  in  its  flank  from  the  enemy*  whp  were 
posted  behind  the  fence^*  and  then  this  exhausted,  worn 
iih  troops  out  handful  of  lirave  men»  broke  and  retreated  in  dieor- 
lltr^^UiZ^*  leavins  behind  them  Captain  Fentlaiid*  who  was 
,   founded*  with  Lieutenant  Ferryi  who  was  made  prisoner^ 
and  the  curses  of  their  general,  who  perceiving  that  fiis 
word  of  command,     B ATTALKhN,  LEFT  WHI  I  .L 
INTO  LINE,  QUICK  MARCH,"  was  no  longer  heeded 
by  his  wearied  and  almost  hcart-hrok*  n  ranks,  exclaim- 
ed»  in  a  voice  of  tliuuder,  «<TH£4N  YOU  MAT  ALL 
GOTOHELL^'if 
Oeneni       General  BMwn»  active  it  seems^^  if  not  skflful,  retired 
wouDdcd   ^^^^'^  ^'^^  troops,  and  when  leaping  a  fence  near  (he  |K)si- 
tjijii  Scott  had  cliarj^od  from,  received  a  flesli  wound  in 
the  thigh,  as  he  afterwards  stated  to  Captain  M^Donalil 
at  Judge  Barkeifs  ia>  the  state  of  New  York»  adding^ 
emphaUcaUjr  at  the  same  tihie^  that  he  had  «<  got  his 

WOirro  THBO^QH  THB  DAMK^B  ftASHNBSS  AND  TOUT 

OF  SCOTT.'* 

It  appears  tliat  (tok  j  Ripley  in  this  critical  c\i;;cn- 
cy,  his  raiiks  gradually  weakened  by  death,  wounds  anil 
fatigue,  was  warmly  engaged  and  pressed  almost  to  extre- 
mity by  the  enemy  in  their  fourth  assault;  and  it  is  be- 
lieved that  General  Scott,,  finding  his  heroic  little  hand 

*  The  Diagram  •hew*  it  ou  the       but  ia  this  theieis  a  differ, 
eoce  of  opiaioB. 
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.  cut  to  pieces,  in  his  vfM^than  Qui#i«yi^igB^op||ai|jiiMi  cmAp! 

soddlciiJy  rec^MwMni^  the  tffth  rccjiiucnt,  which  had  been 
long  engaged,  and  huii  greatly  di^Uji,:rni^fiad  itseJf  uink» 
lht5  srallant  J<»«up,  he  jir^K  i  id,  a  tf>  join  it,  and,  iikc  iiis 
diH  (,      (  ivrd  iiiuckij  raii.Jtiiii  shot,  which  relieved  him,  ccneral 
not  as  done  the  ite»pi«4.1Wt^^^^b|j|;^ 

Uifjr  lMi,iM  HOOP  foiUMK4    ,^bMi94  Bit^jl..  •  v,v . 

r  CfttMiil^Mi^veBmrtli  8Ut«i  in  hisvmu*rfttivc  that  he 
formed  the  remainder  of  Gchfnil  Scott\  hm-fui, ,  or 
nioi*c  properly  [III-  i-cinuiniji!!;  pl:(t<i(Mj  nl  ihti  conbuiiduled 
hatLalion,^  a  sui all  distance  ivnm  thr  jjift  nC  f^piliWdiL|i^. 
te^'^.  ilfid  it  saeins  in  rear,  say  u|  as  Im  li|  4iiM)||; Ikj^ 
dliBcpvmd  MeQdin^^^Jjw^ .  iD^te  puD^ 

Oeaer'al  Scott  ,Q^ittni|  HrpW^ttf ing  pi  camp*  iLtud 
18 directed  by  the  iM/^  w  *^kok  id  GemnUIHpkij  for  or- 
dern*  as  the  command  of  course  devolved  o^*  hun  :  '  uUer 
wi  ll  li  thp  ToloiiU  led  htu  command  lu  liic  rig^ii  of  the 
25tU  rcgunent,  and  took  post  in  o,  whick  t^'niiniftcd  the 
7oandtrin^  of  the  $ra|b  Urigadc  on  thi8.m9l|K>rAlilte^^  , 
after  a  of  for^^two  o%er8f  |brty4mj  m 
and  44^6  raak,  and  file,  intiioiii  rendertagi  from^trat  to 
last*  tlii»8ni)meat  service  that  I  can  dkcern.    _  \ 

eoad  chai^;  <*  he  pau&a  tkttufh  ikt  Amtrictm  Unti  andjiined  Celtntl 
Jenp,  with  the  25th  refimentt  ^  9f  ^ne,.  and  «M  th«rw. 
•MtauUdf**  but  the  late  Mnjor  FefktUmdsays  the  f  r  i^al  was  woui^d- 
ed  on  the  left.  Colonel  I.eavenworlh  proceed*—-"  Maviti^  forward  to 
g(dn  the  mmmit  of  the  hill^  I  vas  hailed  djf  General  Scoli,  who  informed 
me  of  hie  wounds,  and  ordered  me  to  puth  forward  and  jain  the  25th,  and 
in  case  fhs  menni  chouUl  a^ain  rrtnm  to  the  rorifr'^t,  to  seek  an  opporlii- 
nity  to  cL'.:yye,  and  drive  them  fvam  the  f.clU  ivtih  the  Itouonet.''  1  pre- 
sume according'  to  the  example  l:e  hgd  given,  lo  another  place. 
Colonel  Lcavtnworlli  intortns  Ub,  that  after  consrJidftting  his  batta- 
lionicith  the  25th  vec^'nncnt,  the  -vliule  did  not  exceed  150  uv  200  nicn,  ex- 
cbieive  of  officers.'*  but  as  he  says  the  brigade  marched  oaly  700 
Strong,  and  530  had  been  put  "  u^rs  dt  combat t*  this  number  il  ptOf 

vol.  h        '"         .  •    4  X 
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CHAP.      I  court  tliA  tlricl  attention  of  my  reftdcrs,  and  parlicii- 
larly  niiitay  nmif  to  the  following  intomtiog  facts. 
Evwy  corps  of  Gei^  Brown's  cannumi  w^s  dossijr 
oonduet  of  and  wsMilj  engagtd  |  bo  rssorvo  was  kft  for  Us  dUw- 

tion;  t»]e  darkness  of  the  night  preTsntod  tho  OMKiso 
the  afiair  of  command  at  twenty  |iaces ;  the  uiovements  oi  neither 
hnf""*^^*  Srmy  cotiW  be  discerned  5  and  his  troops  were  several 
tims  prased  to  an  oxtremity,  beyond  which  every  thin^ 
woold  iMve  iKsn  lost.  Thus  critically  clrciinitiatiii  it 
does  not  appear  that  Genoral  Broi^  once^  smI  lbs  SMir 
in  combat,  or  exposed  himsetf  to  tlM  ivo  4if  tMr  tafim- 
try,  except  wlien  surpiiaed  in  pursuit  of  General  Scott. 
B^t  although  invisible  to  the  troops  whom  he  slionld  liavo 
aaiflMiled  liy  liis  prtsenost  and  encouraged  by  exhort  a- 
tipDy  he  remained  at  no  groat  dislanGO  oadsr  tba 

*£xtnet  fnm  a  pvbUcation      funeral  Ripley,  f  ubiifik^jatMg  Qjl£«  %f 

the  Bo:ao!i  Patriot,  1815. 
The  artillery  was  capiurcd     That  it  shotiM  at  once  a  .vo  been 
removed  lo  ihe  rear  is  obvious  ;  this  could  hare  been  effected  in  one 
*  hoar,  merely  by  ordcrir^^-  up  tiie  spare  horses  thai  were  with  the  rc- 

ierve  of  artillery.  It  then  would  not  have  been  subject  to  contingen- 
cies. Instead  of  that,  less  thsn  half  our  force  was  defending  it  hi  a 
ShOBt  desperate  manner:  that  force  by  killed,  voanded,  andttrag- 
glers,  ceiitiiiuuil>  leatmidt  the  eacmy  was  letofimedf  and  when  be 
ffttiftd  fRm  the  oont«it,  tinply  retMted  under  the'hitty  aboet  SOO 
our  One.  Our  Ibioe  bad  beoooM  dimMsfaed,  that  the 
last  ehirge  oompdled  the  whole  line  t0  rwoil,  and  it  was  with  ones* 
vnpted  diflcvdtr  that  It  wm  reeaited.  It  had  hcoone  nedaead  to  not 
mart  than  aishuadrfd  eihausted  uifn  and  ahoost  without  oAoart. 
Qpmtti  Brovn  ranahied.on  the  gnmnd  (not  on  the  height  but  in  the 
rear)  in  command.  His  wound  was  a  6esh  wound  in  the  thigh,  which 
did  not  dasaMiiot  him* .  Under  theae  eirenuiatances  Genera!  Ripley 
first  discoTtred  our  evu  aftiUety  to  be  gone,  and  in  march  to. 
wards  Chippawa,  in  consequence,  as  he  afterwards  learnt,  of  orderu 
from  General  Btown  to  Colonel  Hindman.  Next  came  a  peremptory 
order  to  collect  the  wounded  and  retire.  General  Ripley  uas  satisfied 
bis  troops  could  not  v.-ltlis(;uul  another  clia-rge.  He  attempted  to  re» 
nu>Te  the  artillery  by  means  of  detachments.    It  was  nnsvailing-. 

••When  General  Brown  ordered  Colonel  Hindman  "  to  get  oil  the 
artillery  as  well  as  he  coulci,'*  he  mlg^ht  have  ordered  him  to  take  bia 
pieces  to  the  rear,  and  ihen  return  with  lus  horses  and  harness  and 
remove  the  arliilery  of  the  enemy;  but  previously  to  General  liipley's 
being  ordered  to  retire,  «U  our  artillery  had  been  marched  for  Chip- 
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out  of  danger^  reUlning  the  command*  to  the  exclusion  chap. 
of  tlie  fntdUgettce  md  ditcration  of  those  who  brwtfi  J^L^ 
thie  tog  of  war.        iiotwHhatai|4iii|f,  liis  modeatjr  ab* 
stracted  him  from  the  severe  comhat  In  ii4iich  bis  troopti 

were  two  hours  encrii^d,  I  cannot  discover  tliat  lie  took 
a  single  step  to  remove  his  wounded,  or  to  secure  the 
captured  artillery  that  constituted ibe  bone  of  co;iteatiiMi9 
Ibr  wMch  the  beet  blood  of  his.  cemitry  Vras  atreamlng ;  - 
the  caiiAOB  miovedt  the  greand  of  conOfct  ceased,  and 
hfai  gallant  corfm  could  have  retired  to  the^  eamp»  with 
the  trophies  they  had  taken.    But  how  could  the  cause  * 
<jf  this  country  or  of  lnimanily  interest  tlie  affections  of  a  * 
man>  nurturad  in  hontility  to  the  government  of  tliat  coun- 
try, whose  laws  were  imnd  insufficient  to  restrain  bis 
copldily.  »  -  .'^ 

in  another  Instance,  not  oo  critnlael  indeedf  yet  highly 
cnlpable.  General  Brown  betrayed  great  ignorance  and 
neglect  of  duty.  After  receiving  a  fiesh  wound  wliich  • 
did  not  prevent  his  keeping  his  seat  on  horsehac  k,  he 
tells  us  in  his  dattku  official  letter  that  became 
wUk  to  rsi^.t|e  eonmMMd  Is  Osnei»i  SmIVi  safely  att 
beeaaseof  the  nxeMptory  skill  he  had  wamtMnA  in  tie 
action,  batMiBorain^  tluU^he  wos^^teMedftyMsimndk/^ 

paw»t  wmI  it  was  not  till  tea  dUji  after  that  Ganefat  Ripley  aicertaio* 
ed  by  wlMMe  ordcM. 

"It  will  Iw  dbmtmmAt  that  wir 'force  was  almost  demolfshed in  de« 
fbnding  the  captured  artillery.  Is  tbia  oenfeisted  the  radical  error, 
aitlMr  wlica  the  artillaiy  was  mpfrndg  we  ahjMld  have  determined  tp 
aleep  upon  the  battle  0roand»in  vhkh  caie  all  our  stragglera,  piclDetv^ 
and  fatig^ue  parties  in  camp,  should  have  been  brought  up,  or  th* 
artillery  should  at  once  hare  been  rcmored  lo  Cbippawa,  and  thereby 
have  savtul  the  severe  !os9  sustained  in  defending  it.  Had  it  been  re» 
tnoyed  when  General  liipley  made  the  first  request,  our  loss  would 
fcave  been  small,  and  the  *'  trophies"  would  have  been  saved. 

*•  When  the  troops  reached  Chippiiwa,  it  was  computed  that  there 
were  one  thotisand  men  in  camp,  exclusive  of  the  column  which  hatl 
retired.  Had  one  of  the  staff  been  sent,  two  hours  before,  lo  coHcct 
this  force,  the  necessity  of  retiring  would  in  all  probi^bUity  hare  been 
ebviated*" 

•  See  Appendix,  No.  XI. 

t  See  Appendis«  Me.  JOL 
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CHA?.  th^'eomlh&iidier  nctuiiny  left  the  i^ld,  wttfMHit  communi- 

eating  to  the  officer  next  in  cornmaml,  who  not  knowing 


that  the  chief  was  citlRi-  woinided  uv  Iiad  retired,  con- 
;   tinttcd  to  hold  himself  reBponsibie  to  a  superior^  ami  to 
mahitam  his  posHioii;  yet  on  retiring  from  the  fiei^j^ 
General  Br«iwn  met  Colfmel  HindnMUTf  the  comoMHliiif; 
officer  of  ertillery ,  ad#«nohig  wflii  a  supply  of  ammnittonr 
for  his  guns  on  the  hill,  and,  after  he  had  abantloncd  the 
command,*  contrary  to  every  principle  and  every  rule 
of  service,  not  content  to  leave  liiplcy  in  the  dark  with 
*    respect  to  his  i^movemehtsi  lie»  witliout  the  knowledge 
^  that  ottcer»  ItndertakcB  io  ghne  Colonel 

Hia  orders  foliowing  oxtraOTillnary  and  pewm|iBia!^iitti^8^^  Cll|fe> 
iUi^arK*  2ec^  your  urtiUet^  08  iKtU  as  youcanf^fi  itHftimmediate' 
hj;  wc  shaU  all  march  to  camp;**  and  adding,  **we  /tare 
done  as  much  as  we  could ;  nearly  aU  our  o^ieers  ore  kUled 
or  wounded  s  I  om  myself  womdedf  and  ItMmk  it  best  Jo 
retiro  io  camp^ftMd  the  Colonel  m%pht  have  asked  hlm» 
wheriefore-  has  so  mush  Uood  been  Spll^ ^had  Ibr  what  haa 
all  this  been  <«diMie^  'The  headlon|f  hen  y  ,  and  peremp- 
tory tenor  of  this  order  air  manifest,  atul  the  information 
proceeds  not  only  from  an  excellent  oilicer,  hut  a  gentle- 
man and  a  man  of  honour.  This  order  aWay  all 
discretion^  not  only  with  respect  to  the  captured  artillery, 
bnt  also  to  tlie-nnfortunate  woUnded.  Bat  what  ^as  tli^ 
immediate  effect  of  this  order?  To  withdraw  from  Gene« 
ral  Ripley  his  most  powerful  arm,  wljilst  lio  was  Idt  with 
an  exhausted  band  of  000  men,  three  hundred 

'critical    yards  of,  at  least,  quadruple  force  of  Uic  enemy.  The 

^^the''''  very  criUcal  sttuaUon  gf  Ripley  may  be  Cairiy  inferred 
American  from  the  report  of  Colonel  Hiiidmaii»' to  which  the  parti- 
^P"'     cttlar  attention  of  the  reader  is  reqneatedy  lecaaae  it 

proves  unoqnivocally,  that  the  enemy  were  in  possession 
of  ilie  ground  a  few  miruites  after  our  troo])s  left  it ;  m;vk- 
ing  prisoners-  a  party  detached  to  hri£^  pff  a  twenty -fojui: 

*  See  Appendix,  No.  XIII. 
t  Sec  Appendix,  Jio.  Xt V. 
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poundert  anil  capftsring  aimral  wa|;oii8  and  hunm  iKhkh  chap 

had  been  swit  to  bring  away  the  wounded.  > 

Justice,  however,  requitTs  I  should  state,  that  General  ^"^""^ 
lirowuy  after  leaving  the  field  and  givin.t;  the  order  to 
Qfjikonel  Hindffiftn,  had  proceeded  seme  distance  on  his 
way.  to  hia  eamp»  h<^ore  he  reeoliec|ed  that  he  had  lell 
General  Rifiley  in  a  perUone  aitoalioii ;  and  then  he  tent 
back  his  aid-de-camp  Austhif  who  was  met  more  than 
half  a  mile  from  the  position  of  the  troopsi  witli^the  fol- 
lowiog  onlcr  for  General  Ripley,  viz  ;  *^  It  rvas  General  General 
BrowiCs  orders  he  should  march  i/ie  troops  from  Ui€  JUld  border  to 
oeHtm  to  the  mouth  tf.C^u^pawB,  i»hm  the  grmf  wa$  ea-  ^^^^^^ 
eaimptd  prt9um$  to  the  lfll^»  vtithoiU  ddoy^oad  ifhtwoM 
attacked  in  fnakutg  his  r^tnai,  he  shoM  defend  himself** 
I  forbear  to  remark  on  the  ridiculous  afTcctation  of  this 
order,  given  at  a  mile's  distance^  by  a  man  who  had  not 
shewn  himself  in  tho^ight;.  it  tiad,  however^  the  merit  of  « 
arrif  ingin  ^ea8on»to  sa?e  the  shattered  rellcsef  oar  corps» 
whoy  although  brave  to  desperatioOf  coaM.  not  .withoot 
their  artillery  have  sustained  another  shock,  and  must 
have,  yielded  to  superior  pliysical  force.    But  it  is  deeply 
to  be  re^n  tied,  and  should  be.  engraved  on  the  memory 
of  every  true-hearted  soldier,,  and  every  virtnote  Inda- 
ytndentci!tiz9nfUiaikylheinempetetieyrf€kt^  Cause  and 

(ondtheineotmderateraihneuandfoUyrfGoner^  the  afiau- 

25th  ofJultji  18 14,  ft  body  of  gallant  troops  f  greatly  inferior  of  LuDdy*s 
in  numbers  to  the  enemy,  were  committed  to  a  destructive 
actio7if  miffcr  every  circumstance  of  disadvantage;  that  tlic 
urtUUnf  of  lite  enemy  $  won  by  their  valour ,  together  Vfith 
their  vfoiumkd  eomradeSf  wen,  thmigh  the  igwmmee  and 
remissness  of  the  eommaniing  General,  left  cn  the  field  of 
hattle,  and  that  the  otdy  trophy  gained  in  this  sanptinary 
nocturnal  rencontre,  ^vas  a  single  piece  of  ordnance  left  on 
the  ground  by  the  American  aitny,  wliich  cost  tike  contending 
corps  seventeen  hundnd  men,  .■■ 

Several  interesting  partlcalara  snbseqiient  to  the  aShir 
of  the  fisthy  deserve  to  he  recorded ;  they  are  little  nn- 
dcrstood;  and  the  exposition  ^  is  oeccssary  to  cancel  the 
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CHAP.  impoiitioM  wliicli  hftve  keen  practised  m  th^  paUiCf  im* 
der  the  omction  of  Preeldtfat  Madiaon  and  hie  war  ni^ 

nisters;  not  to  enhance  the  national  renowfi»  buty  by  tho 
artificial  decoration  of  individual  characters,  to  overawe 
eitquir>'f  veil  foll^^,  mask  impostarey  and  conceal  the 
shame  of  Bladensburgh,  for  the  promotion  of  an  urtemC* 
^  and  amhitione  policy; 

The  troops  who  had  heen^snga^^ed  at  Londy 's  lattereadi*^ 
cd  theii^camp  at  Chippawa  afler  mldnt^ht,  and  in  his  let- 
ter witliout  date,  written  to  the  Secretary  of  War  several 
days  after,  General  Brown  etf>res8es  hioiseif  in  the  follo\¥* 
Extrtordl^  Wg  IMiSr^'ddOttf  ont  o*clock  in  the  VMnw^  I  sent  for  OM- 
or  Ge^tai     ^M^^  ^  t^UrgMngbiM  myfrnomfir  the  meaturi^ 
isrovm\o  /"IMS  oftoiff  fo  tfdopf,  otilmd  Mm  to  ptf^ 
ii?pk**    possiWc  condition;  to  give  to  them  the  necessary  re/raft^ 
with^re-    ment;  to  take  with  him  iJie  picketSf  camp  guanU,  and  evtr^ 
SwSeon*   ^^^^  description  of forces  ;  to  put  himself  on  the  field  if  hatfle 
OM  the.  ietg  4awne^  and  there  to  meet  and  beat  the  enemy  if 
Jto  i^slii  afipemd  ;  fty      order  As  mn^ 
f'nMeimtUieexeeiaimL  il  tuas  nsl  exsoiiM.*'  The  per- 
fidy of  this  report  is  exposed  hj  Captain  M«Bimald,* 
but  if  we  admit  the  authenticity  of  it^  it  caps  the  climax 
ot  folly  and  extravagance,  and  were  an  hundred  other 
ptrnoUt  wantingy  tho  General  has  recorded  in  nerer-fbding 
eitimsifc  ^a^etideiwe  of  his  own  ignonmcot  and  cttor  in* 
esmpetwicy  to  the  exercise  ef  sonnd  miiltaiy  command  $ 
yet  this  gross  absnrdity,  this  anmanly  malicions  innaendo, 
President  was  received  by  President  Madison  as  satisfactory  proot 
Madison,  gf      demerits  of  the  officer,  who  fought  the  battle  and 
aa?edthe  lumj,  which  he  fostered  with  thntcold  mal%ni- 

*  J^tract  of  a  Utter  from  Captain  JiPHom-Jd,  o  f  the  19tU  Injantrg^  to 

General  Jiiplfy,  dated  March  20: h,  1S15. 

General  Urown I  al  Judge  liiirker's,  some  x'lme  hc'ween  the  Stii 
and  10th  of  Aiif^ust,  n«iked  me  many  questions  rc>pcctlnr  the  battle 
of  Niagara.  Aficr  rclramt^  to  him  the circiimsiances  wljich  Came  un- 
der ray  own  view,  the  General  expressed  his  pleasure  at  our  recol- 
lections bjivinp  served  so  corrccUy,  and  thai  to  General  JitpUy  he  -was 
under  Hrw^  obligations^  for  fa  hU  gaUantt^  and  uniformly  ffQvd  coadac* 
Af  wkt  MilrMf  /or  lAt  ta/<?/y  of  ths  am^.^ 
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ty,  ^  iUaatni4i?e  of  bis  chai*aeter»  in  All  cmm  that  do  not  chap. 
affert  his  personal  interests,  or  excite  his  irascibility ;  un- 
til  tbe\levelopineiits  menaced  iiy  tbe  inquiry  commenceil 
al  Troji  «ztorted  a  bre^ret  witb  almott  a  Nira* 
tftdU  andthalbUowUigattetftalioa  of  Jbto  om{ieri4j» 
fipote  die  pis  of  the  pliant  Omral  Bjrewii»  lha  CiYoiirad 
cbief  of  the  hero  of  filadensburgh, 

u  Ha^ujugtm  Citif,  Ma^,  I8i5. 

My  rapott  af  tlKb  Ttli  of  Ag|fOit  creaM  an  tm*  KeeurtA. 

prMtiofi  in  relation  to  General  Ripley  which  I  btf  m  means  (lenJ'i^l 
intended.  I  did  not  inUnd  to  impUcaU  his  conragef  his  to-  ^rown. 
kfUSf  or  his  zeal. 

« la  tkat  report  I  statad,  that  I  had  givan  hidi  ardara 
ta  VMat  and  haat  tha  taany  im  tba  aMmiii|p  of  fha  t6th 

Jalj.  TUaotdar  ma  natgi^avatSl  after  tha  oanannid 

of  the  army  had  derolved  entirely  on  General  Ripley;  , 
and  I  am  fully  convincetrtlial  circnmstanccs  afterwards 
occurred  to  satisfy  the  judgment  of  General  iiipiey«  that 
the  order  ooald  not  be  executed. 

Jaatica  to  myaalf  aa  well  aa  ,ta  tha  9mj$  ra^airea 
that  I  aboiild  naka  thia  atateamt 
<'Iami&c. 

tf  JACOB  BROWN. 

"  Eon.  Mcxandcr  /.  Dalias.*' 

It  kof  little  import  bjrwhaai  ttiialotlarwaa  diolaMor  BfoUm 
mitUn;  whathar  it  waa  preaerihad  hj  Cofenel  Moaroa*  ^^'^^^ 
raooaHBandad  by  Mr.  DaUaa^  or  spontaaooosly  offered  by 

General  Brown ;  but  it  is  a  fact,  that  it  \s  as  a  sacrifice  to 
the  secret  management  and  vejial  ijolicy  of  the  cabinet; 
a  base  compromise  by  which  the  government  was  dia* 
hoaoatadf  and  tha  military  peace  establiahmont  of  the 
country  foandad  in  corraption.  Neither  GenOral  BroM 
nor  Ganaral  Scott  wiH  avar  foiifet  I  waa  on  the  spot,  and 
I  write  from  memoranda  taken  at  the  time  from  some 
persons  who  were  concerned.  Loveof  country  commands 
«c  to  suppreaa  details.  Tha  reader  is  aatraaledtoperow 
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CHAP.  ihi&  letter  agWf  and  coapare  it  mtk  the  ordar  of  G«tK- 
rai  Br»wii»  and  if  hexaiuiot  dMcera  a  aiiigie.lfBiit  wbiob 
"^^^^  should  recommaiid  that  officer  to  the  chief  oomn&nd  of 
the  natioMl  ibrcoBf  ho  will  readily  diseoter  those  qoali- 

ties  of  the  heart  which  form  the  most  eflcctual  passport,  Vj 

the  ('avour,4>f  FrQsident  ^tadison  and  some      his  couti- 

scllors. 

Analysis  But  let  US  take  a  glance  at  this  aptr-ardert  iadnhitaiiljr 
Bt^tn^  the  cesult  of  coiyunct  labour,  as  the  letter  from  which  U 
cztnoidi.  is  abstracted  Was  evidently  designed^  to  ▼amish  the  eon- 

iuiyofder.  ^^^^  chief  aiid  his  coadjutor,  witliout  even  a  decent 

regard  to  truth.  Alter  a  warm,  toilsome,  aiifi  bloody  ac- 
tion o(  several,  hours,  durini^  which  UieAmsrican  troops 
were  nearly  exhausted  by  fatigue  and  thirst  |  our  toilerin^ 
ranks*  whjeh  at  ,no  time  during  the  onak^p  yooesnod 
strength  to  impvove  the  advantages  gained  by  rep«hittt|;^ 
the  enemy,  ictired  from  the  field  oi'  contest,  leaving  he- 
hind  them,  tlirougii  the  failure  of  i)ro\  ideiitc  m\  tfjc  part 
of  the  GeneraU  not  only  th^  c^fptured  guns  of  the  eucmy, 
hut  their  wounded*  and  one  &i  inch  howitzer  of  their 
own  field  train.  These 'gallant  ciUzen  seldJen^Jbr  a 
plurality  of  them  were  voknUer  mHHOf  ^  reeruUs  on 
ilieir  Jivsl  campaign,  reached  their  camp  about  one 
o'clock  in  the  inornmg  of  the  26th,  faint  and  weak, 
and  reduced  by  death,  wounds,  and  disability,  at 
least  one  thousand  cambatantn.  At  this  boor  the  order* 
ia  issued  for  theOi  to  be  on  the  Jield  of  battle  as  the  dof 
dawned,**  Now  as  the  day  dawned  there  at  that  season  of 
the  year,  about  lifty  minutes  after  three  o'clock,  this  ex- 
perienced soldier  ami  bagc  chief,  selected  and  cle<  te()  by 
the  virtuous  enlightened  President  Madison,  as  the  moat 
valuable  bequeitt  to  his  deluded  constituents*  allowed  the 
enfeebled  troops  barely  one  hour.andftflgr  minutes  tocnok» 
eat*  clean*  and  refinosh  themselves,  to  drhw  amwrani^ 
tion,  put  their  arms  in  order  for  action,  and  make  a 
march,  which,  General  iirown  informs  us,  required  an 
hour  tlic  evening  before,  when  . the  troops  were  fresh. 
This  order  was  given  with  an  imperfect  knowledge  of 
hia  own  strciogth^  and  entire  ignorfuicejof  that  of  his  an- 
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tagonist;  the  inoveincnt  was  directed  against  stning  chap, 
ground,  which  had  been  left  in  possession  of  tiie  enemy 
the  American  corps  was  dismembered,  and  seventy-four  . ^"^"^^^^ 
ollirers  had  just  been  put  *♦  hors  de  combat;**  and  yet  in  this  j 
crippU'd  state  did  General  finiwn,  without  a  rational  iih- 
jcct,  attempt  to  expose  to  the  enemy  the  army  confided** 
to  his  command  ;  havinsr  provided  for  his  own  retreat  to  a    '  *'  'T*Ji ' 
place  of  safety,  whirli  would  absoWo  him  from  future 
consequences,  he  hugged  himself  in  the  anticipation  of 
the  undeserved  honours  which  a\v:»ited  him,  and  seemed 
indifferent  to  the  fate  of  those  who  remained  belli nd.  '  . 
This  order,  in  eflect,  doomed  the  remainder  of  the  diri-  - 
sion  to  the  fate  of  their  recently  slaughtered  brethren^  * 
without  a  thought  of  the  caluniiLous  effects  to  the  public 
cause  ;  and  yet,  incredible  as  it  may  apjiear;  I  have  been-* 
assured,  from  authority  which  I  do  not  question,  that  tho-**      "  * 
commander  wlio  gave  this  unwarrantable  mandate,  beCtiro" 

he  embarked  for  Buffaloc,  consulted  two  general  officers  orf  .    '  '  • 
the  practicability  of  effecting  a  retreat  Ut  Detroit,  to  so^\ 
desperate  a  situation  did  he  consider  liis  corps  reduced. 

Agreeably,  however,  to  the  order,  General  Ripley  col-  Condoctof 
lected  the  foixe  of  the  camp,  and  advanced  on  the  enemy  ^^J^J^* 
as  soon  as  the  troops  were  organized  and  equipt  foraction,  treat  of 
but  with  a  caution  and  circumspection,  whicli  saved  him  ^^^""^y- 
from  surprise  or  commitment ;  he  sent  out  reconnoitrin.i^' 
parties  before  he  was  within  two  miles  of  tlie  theatre  of 
the  preceding  day's  action,  and  finding  the  enemy  strong-^ 
ly  posted  in  8ui>erior  force,f  he  judiciinisly  retired  ;  and' 
then  a  scene  ensued  which  has  been  carefully  concealed 
from  the  public.  By  the  improvidence  of  General  Brown, 
tlie  deficiency  of  transport  provided  for  his  baggage, 
stores,  and  provisions,  had  not  been  remedied,  and  a  great 
portion  of  it  was  now  found  necessary  to  tlie  accommo-- 
dation  of  his  wounded  and  sick  ;  the  necessity  of  a  retroati 
could  be  no  longer  concealed  or  delayed,  and  the  consc-  * 
quences  were,  that  a  considerable  quantity  of  provisions,  -; 

►i\   -. '.^      •     *.» .  ■        «»'•»•.   >•*  ."i>^i-    C  ■  ^ 
•  See  Appendix,  No., XV.         .      •  ' 
t  See  Appendix,  No.  XVI.  , 

VOX.  L  4  Y 
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CHAP. 
XV. 


Gcneril 

Drum- 

mond's 

official 

letter  ex 

amined. 


Colonel 
Jesup,  hi 
conduct 
contrast, 
cd  wiih 
Scott'i. 


stores,  anil  camp  equipage,  with  a  number  of  tents,  were 

thrown  into  the  river,  or  burnt;  I  have  this  fact  from  an 
officer  left  with  the  command  which  iierfurmcd  this  dutj. 

General  Drummon(l*s  official  report*  exhibits  a  strong 
coiUrast  to  that  of  General  Brown,  and  is  equally  defi- 
cient in  several  matters  of  fact,  notorious  to  ihe  wiiolc 
American  cor|>s.  The  attack  of  his  left,  which  he  ascribes 
to  a  heavy  force,  was  the  operation  of  the  25th  regiment 
alone,  under  that  discreet,  intelligent,  decisive  officer. 
Colonel  Jesup,f  of  whose  precise  movements  I  have  not 
^  been  able  to  procure  satisfactory  information ;  it  is  haw- 
ever  certain  that  he  advanced  u|ion  the  enemy's  left  with 
not  more  than  200  men,  brought  them  to  close  action, 
forced  them  to  give  ground,  and  in  the  confusion  incident 
to  a  night  attack  and  the  shifting  of  tlie  action,  he  cap. 
tured  General  Rial,  and  almost  as  many  prisonera  as  he 
had  bayonets!    1  have  no  authority  to  question  General 
Drummond*s  report,  of  his  own  order  of  battle  or  his 
force,  except  from  the  information  of  Colonel  Leaven- 
worth  and  otiier  officers ;  but  the  preceding  details  will 
expose  its  fallacy,  as  it  relates  to  the  number  of  tlie  Ame- 
rican troops,  the  disposition  of  the  attack,  and  conduct  of 
the  action  throughout;  particularly,  in  respect  to  the 
capture  of  his  battery,  which  was  carried  in  the  dark  by 
surprise,  and  was  afterwards  maintained  by  valour,  in 
spite  of  his  reiterated,  obstinate,  and  gallant  chai'ges, 
for  more  than  two  hours,  until  the  troops  of  the  United 
States  retired  by  command,  in  column  by  the  left,  deli- 
berately and  in  good  order.    General  Druramond  was 
attackpd  on  his  own  ground,  from  which  he  was  forced^ 


•  See  Appendix,  No.  XVII.         '        *  ' 

f  Compare  the  efficient  conduct  of  this  officer  with  the  mad  career 
of  Scott;  the  first  by  his  judicious  operations  destroying  the  en«my, 
the  other  with  threefold  numbers  destroyed  by  bis  own  folly  and 
rathfiett— 

"Discretion 
And  hardy  valour,  are  the  twins  of  honour; 
And  nurs'd  together,  make  a  conqueror : 
Divided,  hut  a  talker.**  .  . 
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thAMhMi4MMHitM||ME  l|i-»^llrittH*fvii^ry  5  the  howitzer 

wliit  li  111'  riu')iHon<»  was  nu<  liil.'tn  m  (xtion^  ov  ftwced 
fi'oiJi  tli*5  ^Aniri  ic  Mil  tiuops,  hui  wn*^  \^{'t  on  the  lic]|||^ 
iinderstajitl,  in  consegnawcy  iifcsduiiiag«  Xo,  the  ca|iiii||||9 

of  ttoimim  wH><L.1a>  tii»ffrijt»#f  iNiuglit  Vic. 

tory ;  and  it  follows  thiit  our  pretensions  to  du-  triiiiDpli 
were  wilhnnt  ruundaUiiiif  but  iii-  th£.  tmitiiy  ani^i  ,^^tf!fl*Qii(iM 
of' Our  chtej  ami  Jds  coadjutor,        *  -  ' 

'  TH^rMmfV  ^  'mwii4df.«ft4i«MM|^«)i  Returns  of 


which  may,  I  have  nii^Wfbt,  be  relied  on,  that  the  affair 

wa.s  mo«t  (Ic-f t'lH'f ivc  to  tim  lr<M#jib  ol  llu"  llni^ed  8tatra. 
Trie  eiieuiy  iiad  hve  othccrs  killed,  ilT  waiinded,  and  15 
missmg;  the  Amnriran  tronpn  bftd  •[even  oflicers  killrtK 

56  wouridedrand  6  UlSBiiigi  ihe  former  kii^  M  ^^^  jiH 
ranks  kilM, -619^  WMiidcd^  ''f  fn  mltirrtugi  i|irjJ<H»r 
i71  of  all  mk9  kilMt  6mt  wotti4ed»  ^  ilA  oiipBing. 

And  as  an  irrefraffablc  proflf  the  weak  and  wanton  ex- 
pohilioii  oT  SguIL's  bi'i^iuli!,  it  v\ill  Ix*  ioiind  on  i.  i>nijia!i- 
Kon,  liiHt  lit;  had  six  officers  kiHed;  ;i  uoumlrd,  :ui(l  live 
missing,  n^hil^^t  t!ie  rosidtt^ ot tbo  Aniei*icat^,am|U)^<l  but 
five  officers  kiUi«d»  d5  woonded,  and  ttiffeemis^ip  ^U's 
killed  of  all  raak^were  lOB*  fai»  wondad  $^0,  ali4  ^ 
missing  50  ;^  whilst  of  Ike  dragoon^  artlderjy  1st  vsgi- 
mcnt,  2d  bris^ade,  and  volunteers,  the  amount  of  the  kill- 
ed of  all  rajiks  was  »,  (In  \v  >iiti(led 221,  and  ih^;  Uiis.»iiig 
59.  Thus  tije  conduct  ot  tbe  several  corps  are  placed 
before  the  reader,  antl  tho.  fesult  wiil  enable  liim  to  form 
a  clear  and  candid  estimete  of  th^  merits  of  the  fluost 
conspieumu  actors,  and  to  decide  who  is  best  entitled  to 
pMic  diitinction  and  national  coitfidcnce ;  he  wko  being 
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CHAP.  i]i¥0liiiitai*iljr  drawn  into  a  disadvaiilageiiiis  ronflict,  caa^ 

tioMy  and  jvilieioafflyi  v^ot  Malatalf 
'^'^'^  t0mt  and  hoimtirof  tlift>  AMitrica»:«l!iwy  ii»  ifcMii<<il|< 

indifli  i  ent  to  both  J^nt  'as  lh«  iito|^al«ii««.otMvMrtMllill| 

seeks  nil  necessary  perils  solely  to  rnilil;i^on  his  preifcs* 
sir**!. J  'Jtaracier  n\i<u  Uic  tiipmi  of  hi^  i'dlti^^-iiicfi  i  Jr.  is 
not  a  iiclion»  biit  iiniler  Mr.  Madisotrs  cunimendable  ack 
laiavCrataon^  has  liecaine  a  prevalenl  jjHiliwiiti^  jiil  «H; 
oAmt  ia 'warranled^lii  0acrillcUig^:liuiiaifM'figMtf|d|pW' 
iMMrn ;  -a  more  erroneainy  or  a  more  ^aaipMnflMfMNi^ 
cannot  be  inrused  iitto  the  nrtndsof  the  i4Mn^  ig^nerution  f 
si(iC€  ii(»ttiin,:^  cau  uc  iiK^re  Mi>viou*$  ihati  liic  dijittnclUHt 
between  the  chief,  vv!:t),  like  General  Washington  and 
General  Greene,  fosters  thoiircs  uf  liis  tnii^  §09  tHa 
excloaive  safetj  of  tlie  atetb  to  wbicii      'Mnigil  •r'kv, 
whoy  like  Brown  and  Scott^  wickedly  a|)t>roprMm« 
blindiv  and  raslilv  sacrificpH,  the  blood  and"  Itrwt  of  tlie 
soldiery  entrusted  to  flieir  (-(nnmand»  ly  ;!r'niuote  selfish 
Aiews  orsiniyter  ainliition.    The  first  is  a  Ciiristian  hero 
and  patriot^  tbe  last  an  Inntlel  and  deKi^errido.  For  pysellV 
now  a  mere  pas8engrr»  yet  devoted  to  the aeitd. iwUilartii  tf 
my  country,  I  write  to  expose  impostor*  copracf  1 
sion,  and  warn  my  fellow  cttiaens  a^uihiit'tllevtiicteii^  al^ 
tilitcs  and  Cr  auds,  ^\^i^h  have  been  prarlised  to  iniposo^ 
Off  their  inuleistan(iinj^,  and  mislead  the  pubia  jmjg- 
mcnt ;  h:»l>p>  il  I  'nay  HiK:reed  to  ri'iuler  thcni  set  vioifj 
and  content  in  the  conscientious  diaciiargo  ifCiiliy  jdttt^*  ^' 

**.Oii !  4biit  evUiles^  degrees  ofl\ccs» 

Were  not  dcriv'd  corruptly  !  and  th»t  clear  bonour 

Were  ptrrohatrd  I^y  tlu-  merit  of  the  wearer! 
How  many  tlif  II  would  cover,  who  stand  bare! 
How  many  be  comniaiulcd  vvh-)  coiTimanfl ! 
iiowmrich  low  "  vutiift/"  would  liicn  be  jjlcsiiM 
From  tiictiuc  seed  ut  iionuur!  and  liow  much iiOUOJUi' 
Ptck'd  from  the  cliatF  and  ruiu  oi  Uie  ttmes^ 
J'o  be  new  varnisbed  ?** 

I  bad  closed  Ibis  clvapter  when  I  aaceiirctd  m  Mm*  from 

tbe  late  J3revct-niajor  PcnUand,  of  whii  h  the  luJlowing 
i(t  an  extract  5  llie  conspicuous  merits  of  tbis  oflicer  are 
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acknowledged r  and  \m  character  as  a  iimn  stamps  au-  CHAP* 
UMHttctty  on  his  lejiort.    He  commanded  the  advanced 
gmrA  of  $lis  first  brigade  on  the  &5ih  of  Sei^tember,  i&14»  ^'^^^ 
«iKi  hfjQmiM^         kmnit^  of  bii  wte  •£  mich* 

which  he  belonged  «M  cttnM  llM  llmti  fifeot^oC 
this  imp'ovenunt  in  mUitary  tactics,  was  to  bring  Captain 
Penliand  and  liis  giiuril  ii{>  tlic  right  of  the  line,  formed 
at  tbe  opening  of  Uie  wood  iu  a»  that  ia,  ou  Uic  rigbt 
flank  ^  t^gUi  rugMMnti  whajfe  onliBued  to  act  until 
keJMMllwilaf  Mkio^  ipi  w»a  •tiaadoaufi  to  ttna  aawpy^ 
in  t|>»  Q>»twt*»  Uat  oomtluB  ctorge  at  the  toae, 

■*  » 

Extract  oj  a  IcUerJ'rom  Ihe  late  Brertet-major  Pcntlandf  to 

M  Ctaneral  Scott's  thM  positiivi  wi#  ne«r: « -^m.  to 
left  of  the  second  jiositions  where  we  halted  ft  short  tioM 
without  firing,  Colonel  Miller  liaving  picviausly  carried 
the  heights  and  silenced  the  enemy's  battery;  we  then 
advanced  4»  Ifiindy's  laoet  and  ware  formed  in  colmiiQf 
leH  in  fiwrti  wbicbilyPMr  aijr  smpftajr  Into  lha  mr*  ao 
it  was  ftmaM  a«  tiM  i% hft  of  the  Mi  lagiaiant  AAar 
baing  in  tbis  oHiaalloii  a  hm  mbiiitio»  and  beCm  wo 
ro»»ved,  Captain  bpenccr,  the  aid-dc-camp  of  General 
Brown,  rode  up  to  me»  and  observed,  that  with  my  com- 
pany i  could  intercept  two  of  tbe  enemy's  ammunition 
wagoaa*  which  bad  kit  thair  way»  mHA  «aa  thoa  within 
oar  Uaea.  liMiml  penaiaaion  of  Genanl  Scott^  who  rt- 
fnaedy  saying  thoro  was  aoOMthingaf  more  importanee  in 
viewj  and  orders  were  immediately  given  to  advance,  as 
I  thought,  for  the  purpose  ol  breaking  the  left  timik  of 
the  enemy's  line.  As  soon  as  we  were  discovered^  in 
posMaf  ikt  chm^  the  enemy  opened  a  DMSt  destructive 
Hre  upon  us»  which  was  linnediately  followed  from  a 
dillhnnt  direetieny  and,  as  I  conceived^  nearly  at  rigbt 
angles,  which  produced  a  terrible  carnage;  being,  as  I 
wasj  m  the  rear  of  the  colamn^  I  had  an  ct^rtanity  of 
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CHAP,  soeiuf;  the  killed  and  wounded.    I  cannot  tell  whether  H 
^^J^^^        Fortcr'a  volunteers  or  Eiple^^'s  brtgade  whidi  fit^ 
otitis.  It  WAS  ahsiNrd  to  sttppowy  th«l  anj  men  ^gfe^ 
as  long  a»  we  badjieen,  without  watM*^  arid  nearly  ew^ 
hausleiK  couM  stand  soch  i  1lfe;  'the  columh  was  of 
course  broken  and  lied  (o  a  lane  on  the  leli,  where  we 
were  immediately  aftf-r  <<»r  incd  in  cfdumn,  right  in  fvant, 
and  advanced  a  second  time.    General  Scott,  LieutenUI 
VtvTff  and  fny^U  were  at  the  head  otih^  &Mklii^Hr^ 
iiad  moved  hnf  a  shoH  distandlBi  >hen  fikiotlMi^  ijfctlim- 
ti?e  lire  was  opened  ajion  tmft  WoAMM^ 
fence ;  LWotenant  Ferry  was -tnade  |M*f90Ner  by  my  «ide  j 
aiiil  (  i uncial  Scotl  wai  woumJcd  in  the  shoulder. 

"  Our  men  were  in  c^encral  cool  and  collected,  and 
fought  bravely,  and  I  never  saw  men  form  wttli  svtch 
rapidify  as  they  did*  a13ter  htinf;  broken  the  llffat  time. 
It  was  with  pain  I  saw  brave  men  fallingin  these  charges, 
without  having  done  much  execution,  and  at  last  cum- 
pelled  to  retire  from  superior  numbers.  J  iiave  seen  a 
poblication  which  does  great  honour  to  the  9th  regiment. 
I  have  a  great  respect  for  the  officers  who  composed  that 
battalion,  hot  think  the  23d  regiment  dedervei^  atlsastbi 
much  credit.  Colonel  Leavenworth  well  kmiwsy  that 
after  I  had  joined  the  line  with  the  remnant  of  my  com* 
pany,  that  I  was  dtkring  the  whole  of  the  engagement  on 
tlic  1  of  the  9th.  It  is  not  my  desire  to  tear  tlie  laurels 
from  the  brows  of  particular  persons  or  battalions,  but 
witncs3ing  as  I  did,  the  bravery  and  good  conduct  of  the 
^2d  regiment,  I  cannot  see  the  praises  due  to  that  batfca^ 
lion  lavished  on  the  iKh,  or  any  other  torps,  without  en- 
tering  my  protest;  and  as  General  Brown  never  deigned 
to  notice  a  iigiment,  which  foiii;ht  and  Uled  to  cstabJisii 
him  in  the  confidence  of  iiis  country,  I  have  taken  the 
liberty  of  digressing,  well  knowing  your  object  to  do 
justice  to  all,  and  being  persnaded  yon  will  pardon  me.*» 

But  for  the  fortunate  receipt  of  this  Mter,  it  will  be 

perceived,  that  I  should  have  rendered  great  injustice  to 
the  11  til  and  ii^id  regim^eats^  in  ponset^uence  of  my  reii« 
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auce  OH  such  information  as  I  had  been  able  to  coUoct;  ryi#^, 
btttrit  is  a^lMt^  that  in  all  ogr  researches  for  iKfocBuilMBy 
tonctHi^ tlie  operaOoBS  on  the  slimit^  Niacin^  aad the  ^^^^ 
4nfMie»  of  the  c»3F  of  Waahiiigtoa  In  i814^  I  have  ex- 

perienced  cither  prbftHiMl  MiencOy  or  atremblin.i^  reluc- 
tance to  communicate,  springing  out  of  a  feaiiui  appre- 
hension of  giving  offence  to  the  dependents  on  the  public 
wiily  apd  the  servants  of  the  p^ple*  Uracious  Father ! 
from  what«  proud  height*  iias  wy  ooeotrj  laUen,  and 
howmnch  bee  the  poiw  the  advinlMrttMon  increaeed^ 
and  the  independence  of  the  citizen  declined.  - 

This  letter  of  Major  Pentland  furnishes  a  strons:  illus- 
tration of  the  different  views  battaiiua  and  platoon  olhccis 
^vill  form  of  tiiesame  operations  on  a  Held  of  battle;  but 
in  the  main  it  corroborates  the  information  I  had  pre- 
vioiiaijr  received  of  General  ScotL'e  fr^tic^  foolishf  and 
inhnman  ,chargefl»  In  which  he  exposed  the  onihrtunate 
men  he  commanded  to  be  cut  to  pieces,  without  rendering 
the  smallest  service ;  and  I  am  thankful  that  be  has  ena- 
bled nu;  lo  give  publicity  to  his  ideas  of  LIil  sLCoruI  cfiarge, 
ami  the  time  and  [ilacc  Greneral  Scott  renived  liis  wouikI, 
though  t(ie  Msyor  differs  expressly  from  Colonel  Leaven- 
worth on  this  point ;  and  also  from  General  Brown's  aic- 
connty  to  Captain  McDonald,  of  the  conduct  of  ihetroepSy 
which  b  supported  by  the  circumstance  of  Captain  Penit- 
land  being  kit  on  the  field,  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
eoiiny  ;  for  if  the  troops  hiul  retired  by  order,  he  surely 
would  have  been  brouglit  otf;  and  as  it  waa  extremely 
dart^9  and  CaptainPentland  himself  being  severely  wound- 
ed by  the  first  fire  of  the  enemy^  he  may  also  be  inistaicen 
in  the  circumstance  of  General  Scott>  receiving  his 
wound  at  the  time,  because  such  an  incident  would  hardly 
have  escaped  the  knowledge  of  Colonel  Leavenworth, 
who  was  second  in  ronnnand  of  the  remnant  of  the  (  uuso- 
iidated  battalion;  and  tiie  Colo^ei  says  General bcott  passed 
to  the  rights  joined  Migor  Jesnp*  and  was  wounded  there ; 
and  it  ia  a  fair  presomption  General  Scott  would  not  have 
abandoned  his  little  commandf  if  the  men  had  not  broicc. 
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CUAF.      Whatever  may  be  th©  tacty  I  bave  felt  it  my  daiy  tc 
XV.    make  this  explanation,  in  justice  to  tUose  coacemed^  and 

^^^^^^  l^r  the  inforvuitioii  of  the  reader. 

Tbe  nprntetetioii  of  Capiaiii  Pentland  MN«inBd 

»o4  ggd  IwithiHoiii  respectifdy  |  an^  if  thwcoadttct  aad 

aer vices  at  Lundy's  lane^  are  te  be  estimated  bj  the  rule 
of  Prcsidfchi  Madison,  for  deteriiiiiiing  the  merits  and 
^ii^ltficatioiis  of  his  GreneralSy  viz.  the  fiuaDtum  oi  blood 
ttiejr  may  have  been  iaatraaieatai  w  apiHiagy  tk&m  thm 
lUh  and  2^  take  tiM  torn  9tl^  tawak  will 
appear  firoia  tha  iMiniy  HiallMtb  of  tiMlbnaar  Metf  iaora 
freely  and  dealt  more  liberally  in  death  thaii  tiie  latler. 
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CHAPTER  XVL 

FretimiMarff  Me0€ctimu0^Siitmff  $nUn  chap. 
•  Their  disgrauJideondMtthen^^^ 

amd  ffampUm,^Enormities  committed  Mmiral  War- 

,ren  enters  the  Fotoxvnmck. — .'llarm  jmnluced. — Tfie  idat 
of  a  Lieutenant-general  bcin^  u^poinltii,  and  the  rivalry 
.  itgavc  rise  t(h»^UUain^9mii0BM  4^  ike  Secntar^  9fHl»r 
and  ^  tkf  Seareiarf  if  State  r^rred  ttK—Fme  and 
Warke  to  dtfewd  the  Capital,>-Jieports     the  €kmimUu 
4in  Mtitary  Ajfltdrs^^CaiiHoh  agaimt  MlUary  /mpos- 
lure,  ^Forl  iyasliins;ton  on  the  rutnwniack  first  called  ' 
^arburton,<~~'For(fic(ifiinis  uukiuuI  to  I'esisl  Sftips  of  the 
Une  when  wiUu»  grape  and  canister  range, — Opinions  of 
.  jyhval  Officers  rejtntd  ku^Publie  sentiment  and  Fresi- 
,  dential  eMdiief«£iie«y  commenee  their  deprednfiotti  in 
the  Cheeapeake..~-4kmmodcre  Bameife  FUdStta  engages 
the  enemy  and  retires  to  St.  Leamrd^s  Creek — Proposed 

destruction  of  the  Flotilln  Prevented  by  Hit  enterprise 

of  Colonel  H'adswarth,-^h  Ukmsan  arrives  at  Washing* 
ton  m  company  with  General  frinder^^^-AjQwersation 
whicf*  ensned  between  thenL^WiUdneon  expreuee  hie 
solicUnde  fir  Vte  safety  of  the  CapitaL'^Qivee  hie  opiimane 
on  that  subject^  and  parHenlarly  to  Mr*  CarroUf  and  in. 
vites  /iu/i  aiul  General  Mason  to  r.vtiuiine  the  praC' 

ticubk  ilefcnrcs  of  the  city  Ccrttfimlt  of  Charles  Car- 

roU,  Esq.  and  of'  the  tame  Geutkmrn  conjointhf  with 
Qeneral  Mteon,~,JSeaeone  fir  nuddng  thie  eommrnd' 
cation  to  theee  geHttemn,^'-''M^^tectione  on  tfie  pending 
Matnree  of  QovemmenL^Qlhers  reeomminded^'^d' 
vice  received  from  Messrs,  Bayard  and  Oatlatin  of  the 

enemy^s  intentiom  Plan  for  caUini^  ont  troops  and 

Militia, — Corps  of  Volunteers  offer  their  services,  which 
are  rejected  Inf  the  Frteidemt^^JCkitinet  and  Heads  of  De- 
partmente  uiilBiKmm  to  the  Conttitution^Ttnlh  MUitary 
DisMct  created  and  Qeneral  mnder  appointed  to  em- 

▼OL.  I.  ^  Z 
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manxL-^Finds  ike  District  destitute  of  mitaUtMS 
moor  and  troops^^'^MUUia  reqwitUum  fir  9S|500  men* 
warded  a$  to  defuU  the  rmedf  U  preUmded  ii 
|ft«scrt5e.— emkanreaments  with  whkh  General 

ffimler  icas  surrouiided,^Proposes  a  rtmedUf  but  re- 
,  ceives  ito  aiisxver  to  his  applications. — Frcsuieut  Afadi- 
aon^s  conduct  inconsistent  with  his  ti^brmatiofu — Bad 
conditUm  of  the  defence*  wnd  wand  of  cwwiiMriiifc  Uim^ 
tractum  whkh  ermtd  the  tamding  of  iht  entmy^The 
Une  of  conduct  Pretident  Afadiean  mght  fer  have  pmmed^ 
'•^}9'iU<nison  proposes  to  Coloiifl  Jlonioe  to  suspeml  his 
arrest,  and  offers  lu  save  the  Citij,-^Ht8  plan  oj  annoy- 
ance and  defence. — IVilkuison^  not  receiving  an  answer 
to  his  note,  leMveg  Washingto^^^^^jti^iitiiiid  equipmeni^qf 
theJdUiHa^^Perpkxities  of  Oener^  JFfttiet^M  gUm^onp 
and  the  pancUff  of  his  means.^-.JIiffvmmd  of  the  force 
from  the  City  and  the  enemy  from  BenedkU^Transac- 
Hons  of  the  '22d  of  Jiij^ist. — Comiuct  General  H  inder 
shonid  hare  pursiitd. — lis  pruhablc  effects  on  General 
Iloss. — ffimler  falls  hack  on  his  niam  body,  and  Boss 
proceeds  to  Upper  Marlborough. — Barney^ s  FiMlabUnon 
up^^^Bameff  with  Ai>  men  joins  the  ismiy^Desenptiofi 
4^the  Jkimican  camp  on  the  night  of  the  tstd^.^'^JPresi" 
dentMulison  reviews  his  army.^dmiral  Cockburn^s 
corresp<>)iil€nce  referred  to — General  Ross  mores  Jive 
miles  out  of  Marlborough  and  encamps, — Frcsidtnt  J^a- 
dison  concentrates  his  fmxe  and  dctermi$ies  on  a  general 
actum. — General  Winder's  plan  ^  eiperaXms  considered, 
— The  President  retires  and  the  troops  fiUsw  him^Tke 
dkorderiy  retreai  from  the  Ctd  Fields  aceowded  fisr.^ 
Rosses  intention  of  attacking  the  Jincncaji  camp. — 

position  (if  the  .iiiicricnn  troops  on  the  ni^ht  of  the  93d  

C^neral  Winders  design  approved.^^Uier  operations  re* 
comfA€iMi0d»  and  their  evident  consequences^  The  policy 
^  hanging  on  the  enemy  as  he  entered  the  CapitaL^Uha 
folly  of  expecting  the  enemy  by  the  iomr  Mdge^  and  the 
fiuUatyof  defending  it  dem&nstrated*^1jeHer  of  an  officer 
of  intelligence  quoted, — Proof  of  FresLdcni  Jladison*s  ac- 
tual command.^Gcneral  Boss  marclus  from 
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knrgh^The  Fmidenfi  igwranee  of  the  eiimifB  tup-  chap. 
proach»...J^r,  SecretOrtf  Monroe  proposes  to  General 
Stansbnry  to  fiill  on  the  encm^fs  rear, — The  latter  pre- 
'  rented  by  his  orders^ — False  alarms  in  the  camp  of  Gfetie- 
tiU  8tansburtf».-^wement  of  Qmeral  Stansbnrtfs  eonl- 
iiMtiitf..,Fbfiiia(ioii^  of  the  Une^^^JirnvtU  ^  fruidmU 
MaditaH  and  humdUf  ami  approach  of  the  Memy«»47a- 

valry  moremeii(9. — Mn$  JVK  XVJI,  rtfurrtd  to  iHs- 

position  *ij  ihi'  American  iinnu  considered* — The  President 
presents  himseif  to  the  hoops — Descripfhn  of  General 
SDt$*s  force  carried  into  action — fFhat  ought  to  have 
hetn  the  eomdnet  of  Fretidtnt  Midwm,,^is  e^ndvei  in 
the  faU.*JU  4^  ^  «MSi<fa.-^OoiNf  eonduet  af 
the  BaUimmt  Votrndeen^Ikicriptiou  of  (JU  aitaekif 

the  Briti$h,..^.Miivement  cf  Colonel  Thondm,  Conduct  of 

Comuujdorc  lUinicy^  Capttiin  J/iZ/tT,  and  their  corps  

CoLond  Jieuie's  statement  quoted, — fits' conduct  Jlir.  f, 

£•  Uawardf  and  a  glance  at  tlie  affair  of  the  Catvpene, 
..JUmieirke  on  the  urder forvetreaU^-^Jt/^fntnee  to  the  lots 
of  the  Mmnt  00170  mnd  ihe  enaniy.— .2%e  Fremdentj^ 
from  the  CapUai, — The  JVUvy  Fanf>  ^c,  eel  on  fire, — 
tf  lUHnsoii's  advice  remembered — Order  for  the  retreat  to 

the  htiglils  of  Georgetown  Entnuj  enter  the  Capital . — 

The  ConJiagratiim,^^iJclracts  from  ttie  Annual  Register, 
..^Befteetiioni  on  Mo  caiastrophc^The  enemtf  tttrtatefrom 
the  ctly  of  ffiuMington. 

-  , 

Tkot«  after  a  vigorous  siege  and  gallant  defei^  of  Preiimint. 
ten  years,  was  taken  by  stratagem.   Cabthaob  toe, 

was  doomed  to  destruction^  but  lier  fall  was  preceded  by 
long,  obstinatp,  and  bluody  wars  oi  vui  iod  fortune.  On 
a  recent  occasion  the  enslaved  Muscovite^  alter  manly 
exertion  had  failed>  ami  almost  every  resource  bad  been 
exbanstedf  applied  the  torch  to  bis  ancient  capital  to  oaye 
his  country  ;  but  In  this  our  enviable  land  of  ft«edon» 
we  have  since  beheld  the  temple  of  liberty,  onr  wives, 
our  children^  and  our  household  Gods,  abarulaned  by 
their  logitimato  protector  to  the  devastation  of  a  vindic- 
tive enemy. 
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CHAP      Tbe  iransacttoiiii  wUeh  led  to  tiua  shiaiefal  catas- 
trophe,  will  fonn  the  •ubicct  oC  tlita  chapUBr ;  and  H  is 
^^^^  ilcploretl,  that  justice  to  an  injured  country,  and 

the  character  oi  its  defamed  citizens,  shuuld  make  »i  iic- 
c«88ary  tQ  raise  the  veil  of  concealmeat;  that  tlic  wnrld 
may  be  enabled  to  dUtin|i^<iisti  clearly  between  the  imbe* 
dlltj  and  improvidence  of  the  commandery  and  the  seal 
and  promptiltide  of  the  troops;  hetween  the  pairiottem 
and  defotion  of  the  citizen,  prepared  for  every  sftcnflce 
ill  defence  of  the  metro p<jl is,  and  tiic  tui  piiudc  ul  rn  .^i- 
dent  Madison,  wlio,  after  nPu;K ciiri,'^  ovcry  ncrcssary 
means  for  its  protection,  fled  before  tiie  iavadiog  eaein/y 
and  aarrendered  it  .wiifaoat  a  utrugf^ 

But  before  I  enter  into  tbe  detatla  of  Gear ral  R*i8s*^b 
^ratiom*  which  terminated  at  the  city  of  Wafihiogton> 
in  the  destruction  of  tbe  public  edifices,  ihc  prov  isions, 
stores,  arms,  naval  cquipiaenis,  and  the  vessels  of  w.ir 
in  port,  it  is  proper  to  call  the  attention  4if  the  reader  Ui 
antecedent  incidents  ;  which  will  evince  that  the  seat  of 
govemment.waa  threatened  by  the  eaemy»  a  year  hefim 
the  actual  inyaaion«  and  yet  doring  the  !onf^interval» 
whilst  millions  were  expended  in  fortifications  at  various 
scapiji  ts.  President  Madison  and  liis  counsellors  did  not 
take  a  single  precautionary  measure  for  the  defence  of 
the  national  capital;  notwithstanding  the  solicitude  of  ita 
patriotic  Inhabitants*  manifested  by  repealed  applications 
to  the  Secretary  of  War*  and  to  the  President  personally. 
SrsTh/*^'  By  reference  to  the  chronicles  of  that  day,  we  shall  per- 
uhcsa.  ceivc  th;iL  eaiiy  in  the  sprinj:^  of  1813,  the  enem^,  under 
P"***  Admiral  Cuckburn,  entered  the  Chesapeake,  with  a  re- 
spectable naval  force,  and  the  usual  complement  of  ma* 
rines ;  and  being  apprised  of  the  accnmulation  of  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  public  property*  at  a  landing  near 
the  head  of  the  bay  called  Frenclitown*  be  visited  that 
place  on  ilic  2*Jih  of  April,  and,  by  the  defective  arrange- 
ment of  the  war  department,  succeeded  iii  destr(»}  ing  the 
military  equipments  and  munitions  of  war  fountt  tJberei  of 
which,  I  apprehend*  the  public  never  received  any  cor- 
rect account  A  species  of  piratical  warfare  ensued  thia 
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ex])ioit,  ilisgraceful  <o  the  service  and  dishonourable  to  CIIAP. 
the  soMier,  because  directed  against  unarmed  mea,  or  ^^^i^^^ 
women  and  children,  and  havinj^  for  its  object  the  pillage  ^^^j^  djg. 
and  destruction  of  private  property,  and  the  annoyance  P^J^^^J^^^' 
of  defenrcloss  villages  on  the  head  waters  of  the  Chcsa-  "^r^ 
peake.    These  wanton  depredations  were  continued  for 
ten  days  or  n  fortnight,  during  which  tirac  the  city  of 
Baltimore  was  menaced,  and  kept  in  alarm  by  the  dispo-     .  J^^ 
sition  of  the  ships  of  war  off  the  harbour ;  but  about  the 
first  of  June,  Cockburn,  unexp^'ctedly,  weighed  anchor 
and  .lesconjlcd  the  bay  to  join  Admiral  Warren,  who  had 
just  arrived  willi  a  naval  reinforcement,  a  detachment  of 
marines,  and  a  corps  designated  ««  Ciiasseui-s  Britta- 
niques,"  composed  of  foreign  renegadoes  under  British 
oflicers.    Soon  alter  this  junction,  on  the  22d  of  June, 
an  attempt  was  made  against  Craney  Island,  by  a  force  island  and 
cxceediiiJ?  1200  men,  who  were  repulsed  N\ith  disgrace,  "*"^P^°"' 
by  a  detaclimcnt  of  about  TOO  raw  troops,  sailors  and  lics  com. 
marines,  without  the  loss  of  a  man.    It  would  appear,  ^^^^^^ 
that  to  avenge  this  discomfiture,  the  enemy,  on  the  25th, 
attacked  the  village  of  Hampton,  which,  being  without 
fortifirations,  and  defended  by  a  handful  of  militia  only, 
*  was  carried  without  difficulty  ;  and  tlie  scenes  which 
ensued  ('islumour  humanity,  shame  the  Christian  world, 
and  h.ivt*  left  a  stain  on  the  charac  tcr  of  the  British 
aiMus,  wliich  will  never  be  forgotten,  and  cannot  be 
cflTiired  but  by  tlic  extinction  of  the  corps,  and  t!ie  blood 
of  th»»  iuilividuals  concerned  in  the  unmanly,  barbarian 
atrocities  perpetrated  on  that  occasion.    After  two  or 
three  days  pillage,  rape,  riot  and  murder  at  Hainjiton, 
the  enemy  re-einhai  ked,  and,  about  the  12tli  or  14th  of 
July,  Adtniral  Warren  entered  the  Potowmack  with  a  Admiral 
consid  rahle  armament,  took  possession  of  Klatkstone's 
Island,  and  pushed  some  of  his  light  vessels  up  as  high  Chesa- 
as  the  difficult  pass  of  the  Keltic  Bottoms,  which  they  ^J'arm'pif- 
were  observed  t**  sound  ;  and  this  being  interpreted  into  a  duced. 
meditated  attack  of  the  metropolis,  strong  excitements 
were  produced  at  Washington,  at  a  time  when  Congress 
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CHAP,  happened  to  be  in  aession.    The  idea  of  a  Lieuteiuuit' 
'     (leiieral  had  juat  tteen  atarted^  and  the  rival  candidates  for 
jnicid^  iti6  appointment  entered  into  a  competition  for  pnlilic 
of  s  Li«tt-  distinction^  in  which  the  advantages  were  greatly  on  the 

neralb?"  ^^^^  ^'^^  ^^^^  nuiiister,  wlio  had  the  President  iiisubur- 
iiigap.  dination,  and  ol  consequence  possessed  the  exclusive  au- 
and"ihe'  thoiitj  to  dispose  of  the  military  force,  and  the  implcmeni3 
rivalry  it  and  engines  of  war  were  eabject  to  hia  diacr^on  aiao* 
gtve  rise  accordingly  repaired  to  n  narrow  paaa  of  the  river, 
MiUtay^^  about  fourteen  miles  below  the  city,  defended  by  a  wretch* 
the  Secrc'     work  Called  Fort  Washington,  and  ordered  the  diini- 

?T  .  nutivc  force  assembled  for  the  defence  of  the  capital  to  the 
War  and- 

of  th^•  vicinity  of  the  same  place.  The  Secixtary  of  State,  also 
of^atate^  a  soldier  of  the  revolution,  although  his  oilice  did  not  g^ive 
nhntd  him  militsiy  Command,  determined  not  to  be  ontdow^  in 
^*  deiflomrtrailions  of  zeal  $  fie  tfaerefoiPe  aa^mbled  n  select 
Snite,  and  resolved  to  take  tlie  lead  of  his  competitor*  by 
thruuiiig  liimself  immediately  on  tlie  vi^hi  flank  of  tijo 
enemy;  and  whilst  Wis  rival  awaited  tlie  appruaih  of 
danger,  within  the  walls  of  Fort  Washington,  he  deter- 
mined to  aeek  it  on  the  lefi  bank  of  the  Potowmack ; 
and  having  dnwn, around  him  a  party  of  yeomanry,  I 
liave  onderstoody  a  skirmish  ensued»  that  blood  was  8|lk» 
and  a  meditated  attack  of  Blackstone's  Ishirid,  for  the 
puriK)sc  <>i  cai>turing  Admiral  Warren,  was  iij  urcd  by 
the  jealousy  rji  invidious  spirit  of  the  war  minister,  v/ho 
refused  to  the  Secretary  of  State  a  amail  detachment  re- 
quested for  tlie  purpose.  Jlnrtf^ttossoenetof  mtimfli«ry» 
when  the  pen  wa$  exf^hmged  far  the  sward,  nwt  mvmien 
of  the  cabinet  were  seen  to  consign  their  httreaiis,  and  the 
business  of  tlic  nation  to  their  clerks ;  and  Iionest  and  tvcll 
mteiUiomd  memtters  of  Uie  kgisUUurc,  coaUu^ted  such 
ptUriotic  soerifieei  wUh  adadnHom  mud  wemi»$  an  incident 
took  place  in  congress  which  most  not  t^t^omitteilt  ^Jbe^ 
cause  it  will  ftirnish  a  strong  instancy  of  tin  blind  nnb- 
scrvicncy  of  that  august  body  to  the  artifice  of  a  minister, 
and  of  their  ignornuce  of  the  actual  dtali^j^f  things  under 
Iheir  own  eyes.  '       tl^^v^lf^  *iV 
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It  must  bo  o[js(  1  veil,  that  at  the  time  to  which  I  refer,  CHAP, 
there  was  not  \\  itiiin  surconriui^  distance  of  Washington  j^^' 
any  orgauis^d  militia  o(  the  states,  nor  regular  force  p^^^^ 
except  a  few  hondred  raw  recraits  of  the  at>th  and  '^<^rks  to 
ssth  regimento*  the  dUtnct  vilitia  partly  ttaamfid  and  tS^^"^ 
miserably  farmed^  and  the  defence  of  tbe  river  ^ipeirt* 
in^  OR  the  sloop  of  war  AdaaiSy  with  a  few  ssmH  gun- 
liuiits,  and  Fort  M'ashingtoti,  ii  mere  water  hattcry,  ul 
twelve  or  filtcin  £;uns,  bearing  upon  the  cliamu  I  in  the 
ascent  of  the  river,  but  useless  the  moment  a  ves^l  iiad 
passed  }  tbis  work  was  seated  at  the  foot  of  a  steep  acclii- 
vity>  from  the  snmmit  of  which  the  garrisoli  cqul^  ln^va 
been  driven  out  by  miisketryf  bat  this  beigl^'waa  po- 
tected  by  an  octagonal  Block  ^oaaef  boilt^f  bnck,  and 
of  two  stui'ics  aUiliide,  which  being  calculated  against 
musketry  only,  could  have  been  knocked  down  by  a 
twelve  pounder;  and  in  this  exposed, situation  of  the 
national  capital,  July  15,l^lS,  with  scarcely  a  shadow 
of  defence  by  land  or  wafcer^  upon  a  motion  of  .Mc* 
Stuarty  a  meritorious  revolutionary  veteran,  to  disti^- 
bute  arms  and  embody  the  militia  of  the  districtr  a  re- 
ference was  made  tn  the  military  committee,  aiid  on  the 
next  day  the  following  report  was  presented  to  the  House 
of  Representatives. 

The  Committee  on  Military  Affairs^  to  whom  was  Report  of 
referred  a  resolution  of  yesterday,  bavin;  relation  to  the 
present  movement  of  the  enemy,  report,  .  miltury 

<*  That  they  have  examined  into  the  state  of  prcparalunif 
naval  and  military^  made  to  receive  the  enemy*  and  are 
satisfied  iiuU  Uu  preparation  is,  ia  every  respect,  adequaU 
io  the  emergency^  and  that  no  measures  are  neumury  m 
the  pari  ^  the  hous^  to  make  Ujmre  completeJ*^^  ■ 

^  Tht  interference  of  congreu  with  4he  duties  of  the  executive, 
are  certainly  usurpatofy,  except  in  gfeat  national  emOrgcnciet,  when 
the  public  safety  becomes  tbe  rapreme  law,  or  In  case  of  mamfeit 

corruption  ;  but  then  the  inquiry  should  be  radical.  In  the  case  re- 
ferred to,  the  chairman  of  the  committee  is  a  gpcntleman,  whom  I  re- 
verence for  Ins  head  and  his  I  carf  ;  but  his  own  hig-h  arid  delicate 
sense  of  patriotism  and  honour,  aubjected  him  to  imposition.  ! 
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CHAF^      When  we  advert  to  tUe  a^ort  intei'val  Ibr  imiutryy 
^^^^^  l#eeii  tlie  referem  wd  tbefFvpartf  it  w  Mamtot  tbe  e» 
.  aminatiM  niist  hmva  ^aen  oonftiMd  to  tlie  ca^iCal,  and  il 
naoeaaarily  followa  tliat  tin  Sacvetaiy  of  War  imist  h%rt 

^een  tlie  source  of  information  ;  the  soondness  of  General 
Stuart's  iiH)tif)n.  and  thp  fallar}  it  tliis  report,  have  been 
A  caaitoa  establislied  by  melancholy  events  ;  ami  the  mcident  should 

riaiimpM.  f9  a  mimtUr^s         ar  la  |il(iee  intpHdf  eoii/Mefief  m  fttt 
{ii^mui<foii»  wAen  he  it  mleresUd  lo  4eedi^;  wAidk  nunf 

ivdL  happen,  bince  offices  have  been  converted  to  the  me  ^ 
thdr  uwumbents,    '     '  %'    ^         ,  v. 

If  we  may  judge  of  the  preparations  to  receive  the 
eiKMny  at  lhat  period^  from  the  condition  in  vvhirb.the 
metropolis  was  ftumd  a  year  aftenrardsji  it  la  a  foir  coit- 
dctsion  that  if  Admiral  Warrea  had  iHreaaed  forward*  the 
iMiliona1ra|iital  would  have  been  racked  in  the  year  191 9  ; 
\\\\'  I  aiii  ol  opinion,  and  nautical  men  will  bear  me  out 
ill  the  pdsition,  that  with  a  leading  wind  and  tide,  and 
Fort       a  five  chann(*l»  tbe  battery  of  fifteen  guns  at  Warburton 
tonon"&  would  not  have  prevented  the  passage  of  a  frigate;  and 
Potow.    all  ohstnictiotts  ahove  being  re movedy  the  troops  might 
cliled  ^'^^        followed  in  their  ^laanchea.  and  barges  under  cover " 

Wirbur-  of  the  night,  cl'  so  in  with  the  western  shore,  and  ianded 
toe 

above  Grcen!ea!  's  point  the  next  morning  ,*  or  tlicy  iiii.j;lit 
have  landed  below  Pisr  atavvay  creek,*  aud»  by  a  short 
aMTcbt'  have  taken  the  battery  in  reverse  and  carried  i^ 
as  we  had  no  force  in  Mis  Mil  competent  to  oppose  them. 
Fort  Washington  was  origin  ally  designed  to  protect  Alex- 
andria and  the  city  against  the  predatory  enterprises  of 
light  squadrons,  and  will  be  fonntl  ol  little  nse  in  nptiling 
an  inxasioUf  ViiiiiX  it  is  covered  by  a  strong  compact  work 
on  llie  crown  of  tlie  hill,  which  is  well  adapted  to  such  a 
fortiftcation,  being  difficult  of  iicccfs  nn  three  sides. «  . 

On  the  subject  of  water  batteries  I  will  offer  anotbat 
sentimrnty  which  may  be  found  worthy  examination,  at 
a  tinic  wtien  milKKins  of  expense  inav  be  contemplated  in 
the  erection  of  fortiiicatiun&  .on  the  ilorse-sl 

*SeeAiUf. 
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Chesapeake^  tii4  tde  PM^patch  in  the  Uelawtre*   It  is»  chap. 
Uiat  no.forllieslieB  caa  raiit  tiM  attack  of  Mf^  of  tbe  ^ 
line»  when  their  fwpective  battMiet  are  nearly  on  a  l«fd>  FortiSca- 
ami  the  distance  within  g^rape  and  canister  ranj^y  because  tion* 


of  I  lie  rondensation  of  the  fire  and  the  cover  of  the  com-  ?i^t  sl?if^ 
batants  on  ship  board ;  aodit  is  an  equally  sound  maximy 
that  when  vessels  of  war  cannot  approach  to  point  blank  within 
distance,  the.  advantage  will  be  4in  the  aide  of  the  land  «^V^^ 

caoistct 

battery ;  the  fiiUowing  report  muj  In  leiae  ahape  help  to  range, 
'illustrate  my  ideas, 

Copji  of  tlie  opinions  of  the  commanders  of  EL  M,  $hip$  in 

the  ChesapcakCf  rcldtivc  to  Old  Point  Comfort^  duUd 
Uichmomlf  Jlampton  Road,  Julp  1781. 

»' My  Lord, 

In  consequence  of  a  ref}nisition  that  your  Lord- 
ship rn  cived  from  the  Commandci's  in  Chief  of  His  J'JUJ?!* 
Majesty's  troops  and  ships,  relative  to  a  post  being  csta-  officer*  rc- 
bliahcd  at  Old  Point  Comfort,  for  the  imtection  and  " 


curtty  of  the  King's  ships  that  oMiy  occaalonally  be  sent 
to  the  Chesapeake,  we  whose  naaes  asa  barennto  aab- 

scribed  have  taken  as  accurate  a  snrvey  of  thal'plMe  as 

possibU^  and  are  utianiinously  of  opinion  from  the  width 
of  the  channel  and  depth  of  water  dose  to  it,  that  any 
superior  enemy's  force  coming  in  may  pass  any  work 
that  can  be  established  there,  with  little  damage,  or  ^ 
btroy  It,  with  the  ships  that  may  be  there  nnder  Uafro- 
tcctioiu  •  ■ 

«« We  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signedj       «  CHARLES  HUDSON, 
"  1 HOMAS  SYMONDS, 
X  «  CHARLES  EVERITT, 

Lieut.  Oeiu  the  Barl  Gmwottiff* 

« 

Bat  It  appeared  . that  AdmM  Warren  entered  the  Po- 

towmack  to  wateivliis^i^hips,  and  take  a  survey  of  the  pasa 

of  the  Kettle  Bottii^gi^,  with  views  to  ulterior  operations; 
and  having  accomp^ed  these  o|yectS|  he  sailed  from 
voi«  I.  ^  5  A  . 
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CHAP,   the  Chesapeake  early  in  the  autuoiny  and  in  the  month 
of  November,  tlie  marines,  who  were  engaged  in  the  at- 
tack of  Crancy  Island,  arrived  at  Quebec. 
Public         It  was  understood  generally  before  tbe  enemy  left  the 
•Tid^»rc8i-  Chesapeake,  from  the  conversation  held  by  numbers  of 
dcntiai     their  oflicers  with  the  inhabitants,  that  Admiral  Warren 
conduct.    ^YQuij      relieved  by  an  officer  disposed  to  act  with  more 
vigour,  and  that  the  Chesapeake,  the  ensuing  season, 
/    .     '  would  again  become  the  theatre  of  operations  ;  and  it  is 
a  matter  of  fact,  that  apprehensions  were  pretty  gene- 
rally cntci*taincd  by  men  of  consideration,  that  .in  attack 
would  be  made  on  the  scat  of  government  or  the  city  of 
Baltimore  ;  yet.  President  Madison  slumbered  over  the 
menaced  danger,  whilst  tlic  Secretary  of  War  made  no 
concealment  of  his  opinions,  and  treated  as  chimerical 
the  idea  that  the  enemy  meditated  the  attack  of  the  capi- 
tal; and  the  only  measure  of  precautionary  defence^ 
which  has  come  to  my  knowledge,  was  the  very  feeble 
one  resorted  to  in  the  equipment  of  barges,  for  the  com- 
mand of  Commodore  Barney. 
The  ene-      The  enemy  commenced  their  depredations  on  the  lower 
my  com.   waters  of  the  Chesapeake,  early  in  March,  1814,  at 

mence  •  . 

their  de-  which  time  the  block.iding  squadron  consisted  of  five 
predauons  yesscls  of  war,  wliich  were  from  time  to  time  reinforced 

in  the  Che- 
sapeake,   with  various  rates,  from  armed  brigs  and  sloops  of 

war  to  ships  of  the  line.    It  ai)pears  that  the  armed 
barges  under  Commodore  Barney  were  sent  down  the 
Chesapeake  from  Baltimore  in  May,  under  the  delusive 
idea,  I  presume,  that  they  could  check  the  predatory 
enterprises  of  the  enemy,  for  which  they  were  either  too 
heavy  or  too  light.  This  flotilla  sailed  out  of  the  Patuxent 
the  1st  of  June,  fell  in  with  several  vessels  of  the  enemy, 
commo-    and  returned  the  same  day;  they  were  pursued,  and 
tefs  flo^'  a^'tcr  the  exchange  of  a  few  long  shot  for  rockets,  the 
tilla  enga-  Commodorc  proceeded  three  or  four  miles  up  the  Patuxent, 
enemy,     leaving  a  seventy-four  and  an  armed  schooner  at  anchor 
andrctircB  off  the  mouth  of  that  river.  Commodore  Barney  kept  his 
nard'8  "  station  until  the  6th  or  7th  of  the  month,  when  perceiving 
crcck.      jj,^  enemy  was  reinforced  by  several  lighter  vessels,  he 
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It  and,  instMul  of  running  up  the  Hvert  took  rtn  ch\p« 
fu|;e  iii  StLonnii^a  Creeki  where  he  wee  bleekedod  ' 
on  the  81b.    The  cIcpredBtiemi  oe'fthe  comIs  of  ^ 

l^itiixent,  produced  by  lids  position  of  the  enemy, 
till  ir  proximity  to  the  CRpitaU  and  tiic  defenceless  state 
of  the  country^  caused  great  inquietude  to  every  reflect-  ^ 
in^citiseiiy  and  irreparable  iivjuries  to  many  individuals^ 
whilal  the  dhaing  exeonUte  was  chiefly  perplni|r,bj  the 
diffictilty  of  eiibiiieting  the*  crews;  and,  at  leiijillr  eoa.  ^^p^*^ 
cludiiig  the  situiiiion  of  these  boats  #be  a  desperate enc, 
be,  without  an  iitU  inpi  to  i  tlieve  them,  consigned  the  flotilla, 
whole  to  destruction;  and  the  gallant  Barney,  with  an- 
guish of  hearty  was  about  to  execute  the  order,  when 
thwr  destiiiy  was  suspended  by  an  incideoty  whidilshaU 
trespass  on  the  reader. 

Cnlonci  Wadsworth,  who  had  served  In  the  WpB  of 
engiiit  €rs,  and  was  now  at  the  head  of  the  ordnance  de- 
pailmeuty  proposed,  with  a  battery  ot" heavy  guns  in  co- 
operatioB  with  the  flotilla*  to  drive  Uie  blockading;  fi  igates 
from  their  moorings,  and  make  an  opening  for  Barney 
to  escape  up  the  river  f  the  psopoBltion  was  listened  to 
by  tlie  Secretary  of  War,  and  Wadeworth  nnderlook  the 
conductor  tlie  enterprise  ;  Bam^'s  orders '  were  cAun- 
termandcd,  the  flotilla  was  again  equipt,  and  Wadsworth 
proceeded  wkh  two  18  pounders  on  travelling  carriages, 
protected  by  a  detachment  of  marines  and  regular  troops.  ? 
He  established  his  battery  behind  an  elevated  ridge  near  "^^^^^^^^^ 
the  mouth  of  the  creek,  and  a  slnmUancons  attack^. of  .the 

terprise  of 

gun  barges  and  battery,  was  made  on  the  frigates  the 
morning  oi  tiie  26th  Jirly,  which  succeeded  to  expccta- ^^j^g^] 
tlon;  the  enemy  fell  down  the  river  to  Point  Patience, 
mid' Barney  proceeded  up  to  Benedict,   But  this  enter- 
prise, projected  by  Wadsworth,  who  volunteered  in  the. 
public  service  beyond  the  limits  of  his  regular  doty,  and 
was  cxchtsivcly  entitled  to  the  credit  of  it^  slthoogh  com-;.  . 
pletcly  successtul  in  its  object,  was  contrived  to  throw  m  . 
cloud  of  obloquy  over  that  officer,  whicii  the  executive  h 
beheld  wltl^iiMl  indifference,  and  encouraged  by  his  ai- 
leoce.  Of  what  wist  the  heart  be  formed,  which  animf^ 
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criAP.  such  a  breast  r  The  frl/^atrj*  driven  fj  MiTi  tlieir  statM»w  , 
were  the  Loire  and  Nai'cLssus»  Cunimo(lr>i*c  Brown  ;  -anti 

^"^^^^"^^  Ibe  foUowimi;  statement^  fi  om  an  uiUkuiUc  soarce*  will 
exrii^litlie  true  motives  of  tbe  eneaij*  for  nWmdoninjt; 
^^l^kade  of  8t.>  Leonard's  Crei^:  <«I  was  rstum* 
li^,**  says  my  informant,  «  from  the  Tangier  Island 9» 
*        with  a  letter  frora  Admiral  Cockburn  to  Captain  Hrowii, 
commanding  the  British  squadron  in  the  Patuxtiat,  anii 
OA  the  morning  of  tiie  fl6th  met  the  Loire  and  Navci^ns 
near  PoiBt  Patience;  I  hoarded  the  former^-  and  found* 
Oaf»tain  Brofiiif  at  the  time,  standing  m  the  taffrail»  eR%^ 
gaged  in  attenti%'cly  examining  the  banks  of  the  river  f 
lie  shortly  afterwards  ordered  the  vessels  (o  cast  aru  lior, 
observing  as  he  descended  to  the  deck,  •<  there  is  no. 
groandliere  which  mj  gans  will  not  rai^e,'*  aad  then 
gave  orders  for  .burning  Doctor  Somertwdt^anabi»  ^ 
prevents  as  lie  saidt  our  drtilleiT^  from  moving  down' MA- 
renewing  their  attack  under  cover  of  them.  In  tlic  course 
^         of  an  hour's  conversation  with  him,  lie  detailed  the  affair 

which  had  just  taken  place  at  the  mouth  of  the  crcek»^ 
*        "ftttd  expUcitly.  declared,  •<  that  bo  had  retired  from  bi( 
position  opposite  the  month«of  the  creels,  from  tbe  appr 
hension  driCQn|inned  annoyancfe  mit^tiMte  destractioi 

.  ji6^'        from  the  land  battery,  which  occupied  a  posilirm  on  an  ' 
^  height  which  his  guns  could  not  command,  as  his  sliot^ 

^       '  *  '^thcr  fell  short  or  passed  over,  and  lie  had 
lie  conld  land  to  carry  the  battery/'  '-'^^l 

Wilkinson    I  arrived  at  the  city  of  Washington  the 

arrives  at 

Washing,  of  Jtinc,  In  company  with  General  Winder  :  the  recur 
^y'wtth'  re^ceof  the  relentless  disease,  by  \vliich  I  had  been  afflict 
Csenerai    ed  for  more  than  nine  months,  dismounted  me  on  Uio 
Winder.  fp^jQ  Baltimore,  and  I  took  passage  in  a  passfii^ 

vehicle,  wherein  I  found  the  General  slone ;  I  bad  ob-- 
served  in  the  public  prints  varioas  accounts  of  the  predi£^ 
tory  incursions  of  the  enemy  on  the  Potowmacic  mnd  tMf 
Patuxent,  and  knowing  that  this  species  t»f  warfai-c,* 
'  whilst  it  degraded  the  British  force,  did  not  warrant  tbe 
expense  of  the  equipment,  because  it  could  not  advane^ 
any^id  interest  of  the  war  ;  I  was  satisfied  tha^  besnj*  ~^ 
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the  gratilication  of  individual  cupidity,  the  [ilundcrini^  ciiap. 
parties  of  the  encoijr  were  made  to  cover  the  reconnaisance, 
of  Um  «iMt  practicAble  approaches  to  the  capit49»  and  at  ^^"^"^^ 
the  save  tinelD  cheat  the  President  iaio  a  state  of  security. 
The  enemy  tod  pre? iously  stirreyed  the  difficult  pass  ottbe 
Kettle  ButtoiDS  on  the  Potowmark,  and  on  the  12tii  July, 
181+,  Admiral  Cockbuni  exhibited  to  a  pu!)lic  oH'illp  of 
the  United  States  a  complete  chart  of  the  Patuxcnt  up  to 
Bn.nedlcty  which  he  said  had  been  « taken  by  Captain 
Noorse  of  the  navy^  with  a  view^  to  ulterior  objects 
aad  ihey  hid  al-  th^i  period  hedii4n\|^sse9sion  of  tlic 
Chesapeake  more  than  a  year,  and  from  ihq  i^Mirrai 
course  of  their  conduct,  my  '  IVoiii  tlif  litidisguised  me- 
naces of  Admiral  Cockburn,  tiieir  object  could  not  be 
mistaken*  though  the  accompiisbment  of  it  couM  hai'O 
been  casliy  prsTsnled.  '       -  -  ->  \  ^  « 

With  these  impresiiotts,  I  ekpffssed  myself  freely  to  con versa. 
General  Winder,  and  did  not  conceal  my  apprehonsious  ^bich 

ensiled  Ijc* 

that  the  obstinacy  and  self-conceit  of  the  Secretary  of  War*  twcen 
might  sacrifice  the  seat  of  government,  and  for  prevcn- 
tion  I  recollect  observing  to^him,  tliat  acaaip  of  obser- 
vation of  aooo  or  4000  of  theiiest  troops  which  oould  he 
asaembledy  no  matter  of  whnt  composition,  provided  they 
were  the  best  to  be  bad,  should  be  immediately  established 
ijii  some  healthy  position  in  the  neij^libotir        of  L'ppcr 
Marlborough^  or  between  that  place  and  the  Po^wniackiJ*^ 
under  the  direction  of  experienced  active  officers.  That 
association  would  hoget  act|naintanGe,  and  Inspire  rontual 
confidoncsy  and  the  ilrill  would  establish  uniformity  of 
movement  and  habits,  and  that  their  numbers  could  rea-^^ 
dily  be  so  maj^nified,  as  to  discouraj^c  the  enterprise  of  i 
the  enemy."  I  know  not  what  impression  my  conversation 
made  on  General  Winder,  but  1  very  well  recollect  the  tenor 
of  it.  I  nnderstood  from  him  that  he  had  been  appointed 
Adjutant-general  of  the  army,  and  was  tlien  proceedini^ 
to  Washington  for  orders ;  and  he  cuusultcd  me  respect- 

•  I  hid  long  kj^vn'  (liat  the  poor  Pmld«nt  «  aosc  of  wax  in 
his  fia^ra,  «ndt>ikt  laf  military  «ffa:rs  he  U  a  mere  writer  and  talker, 
tKit  an  actor.  .  » 
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CHAP,  ing  hw  9i^ht  to  lineal  coimnand^  as  an  a^l^Bct  to^  liw 
BtalF  faiictioiisy  to  which  tbm  coidd  be-no  josC  exception  ; 


and  I  think  I  quoted  to  him  Iha  case  of  Major-gencraf 
Greene,  Qiiai  ter-master-geheral,  of  Major-general  Uia 
Baruii  Steuben,  iMspcctor-general^  and  Colonel  Otho  SL 
•   Williaroa,  deputy  Adjotaot-geiieral  to  the  Southern  army, 
under  General  Greene^*  who  Iboght  his  oWn  r^^m^atf 
and  with  IttimitaUe  gallantly  creased  bayoneta  witk  tbio 
enemy  at  Butaw. 
Wilkinson     I  was  confined  to  niy  bed  and  cliaiiibcr  several  dajs 
h?so1id!         '  reached  Wasiiirigton,  but  omitted  no  occasion  to 
tilde  for    Express  tn  those  who  called  on  me»  mj  solicitiide  Ibr  the 
oMh^c2^  sa&tjr  of  the  capital;  and  I  recollect  suggeitin^  to  John 
pluL      Shkmer^  .EsquirOf  deputy  commissairy  of  prisoMrs» 
and  purser  to  the  flotilla^  tiic  same  idea  I  offered  to  Oc. 
neral  Winder  respecting  a  camp  of  observation  nci\r  Up- 
'  ])er  Marlborougli,  with  the  expectation  he  might  con- 
Tey  the  idea  to  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Jifavy,  On  kavin|f 
mf  chamher»  I  discoYered  that  the  most  llMy  appnhen- 
aions  for  the  safety  of  the  city, -prevailed  throoj^hoet  all 
ranks  aad  characters,  exceptin:^  tlie  l*rcsidcnt  and  his 
cabinet;  I  was  frequently  asked  my  opinion,  and  was  so 
loud  and  unreserved  la  tlie  expression  of  my  conviction^ 
of  the  enemy's  designs  against  the  place^  tliat  I  expect- 
ed every  day  to  be  seat  Into  exHe,  for  I  was  already  in 
Gtwt  bit  arrest  Among  tile  nvmber  of  inqfolrersy  my  respectable^ 
^'that*    respected,  and  dear  friend,  Cltarlcs  Carroll,  Esq.  of 
subject     Belleviie,  asked  mc,  whether  I  believed  the  enemy  would 
lytoMr*^  make  an  attempt  on  the  city,  and  on  my  answering  in  the 
Carroll,    affirmative,  he  requested  my  reaaons,  which  I  gave  io 
Turn  and""'  ^^^^9    ^  ngnoUu  thdv  armSf  to  depndaU  imr  con- 
csenenil    stqutnu  tit  Vit  eyes  of  thnr  Ewropedn  aides,  and  49  taereose 
exa?n*ine°        ^'^^'^  divisions  (uid  discontoUs ^  bi^sidcSf  I  can  discern 
cable  de^*"  no  obstacle  in  the  ivuij  of  the  enterprise,  and  the  iiei^lcct  of 
fences  of  ttc.  txecuUve  will  operate  as  a  temptation  to  prod\ice  it,**  I 
(be  city,   jiemembei*  that  I  waa  dining  with  M n  Carroll  en  this  oc- 
casion, in  company  with  Mr*  Jones,  then  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  whose  opinions  on  the  subject  I  did  not  under- 
stand, aud  since  I  have  mentioned  this  gentleman,  to 
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prerent  misai^relieiiaioiiy  i  profiess  it  is  not  my  intention  cfiap  . 

XVI. 


to  iaelade  bin  in  tmj  «epsiire  I  maj  apply  to  Mr*  Madi- 
sailor  his  ad vinlatratioit;  tecaoMy  aflaraBac^iialiitaiico 
of  twenty  years,  without  any  partioaiar  coiniesiOB>  I 

believe  liim  to  be  a  man  of  independent  spirit,  with  a  warm 
and  honourable  heart,  in  the  course  of  my  conversation 
with  Mr.  Carroll,  who  had  a  large  property  at  hazard, 
and  took  a  stvolg  interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  cottntry^ 
loxpraied ^  anrj^riae  that  the  Preaidestf  who  waa ao 
highly  itaponaiUe  for  the  aalbty  of  the  €ity»  ahoaU  take 
no  stci)s  fur  its  security,  and  observed,  that  if  a  force 
could  not  be  found  to  defend  it  in  the  field,  it  might  in  iwo  . 
weeks,  with  due  encouragement  from  the  executive,  be 
ptttia  aatate  of  defence  which  would  enable  the  citizeiia  '  - 
of  the  district  alone  to  repel'  a  amp  dt  imitii»  the  only 
mode  of  attack  the  enemy  oonld»  in  my  judginenty  make*; 
my  earnestness  on  the  ecoasion  Inddced  me  to  add,  tfiat 
it"  he  and  General  Jolin  Mason  would  do  nic  (iie  honour 
to  nrcompany  me  on  a  short  ride,  I  would  point  out  to 
titem  the  facility.. with  which  th^s  object  might  be  accom^ 
pltshed  I  a  day  waa  named^  the  gentlemen  called  pn  me* 
and  the  following  testimonial  will  anhstantiate  the  pre- 
ceding atatement«  and  explain  what  folbwed : 

*'  At  the  re(|nrst  ot  General  James  Wilkinson,  I  feel  Certificate 
much  pleasure  in  detailing  the  substance  of  a  convcrsa- cimu'^ 
tion  1  had  with  him  ahout  the  first  of  Jaly  laat*  I  aaked  B^oIk. 
himf  whether  the  enemy » then  hovering  on  onr  coast»  dtd» 
in^ia  jodgment,  meditate  a  visit  to  this  city;  to  which 
he  replied  in  the  afRrmative  with  great  confidence,  and 
gave  his  ixasinis  at  large  for  this  opiuioit,  amongst  which 
fie  ohserved,  that  such  an  enterprise,  were  it  successful^ 
would  produce  great  effect  in  Europe,  and  that  the  ne^ 
gleet  of  competent  measores  of  defence  tended  to  Invite 
the  attack.  The  General^  at  the  same  time,  expressed 
total  want  of  confidence  in  the  then  Secretary  of  War, 
General  Armstrong,  with  whom  he  held  no  intercourse; 
remarked^  that  his  situation  forbade  his  commuaic^tiiig 


Digitized  by 


7M  '  MEMOIRS  1»¥ 

CHAP,  with  tiie^  Prcsiidoiit^  but  observed  that  by  seaasiimbftQ 

cautions*  llie  saCetj  of  the  city  .might  lie  Beemed 
^"^^^^^^  n  coifp  (2<  initt%  the  only  mode  by  which  the  eaemy  ocmM 
carry  it,  from  their  ivant  of  lund  trensiNHrt.   He  lidded^ 

at  thr  same  time,  ihat  if  General  Mason  inul  myself  would 
call  un  him  at  a  time  he  iiaaied,  lie  would  expose  to  us 
-  ]ti8  ideas  of  the  manner  by  which  the  nubile  building 
mii^bt  be  defended  by  tlie  citizens  ef  thcaistrict  I  caitlMit 
cbnrge  my  memory  with  particttlar  exprc^otlf  hut  tbio 
I  recollect  welU  that  lie  evinced  the  strongest  dtsposi- 
tiuns  to  save  the  honour  of  our  country  by  defending  the 
.  (  npitaly  and  confidetHly  stated  ilu:  practicability  of  its 
defence;  and  that  Ite  would  stake  his  repulatioii  as. a 
military,  many  and  itts  life  on  the  Issoe. 

Ami  of  the    «*Accorilin):^  to  the  prccedhig  in.viiation»  the  subscrt- 
Ucnuw^"'  hers  called  on  General  Wilkinson*  en-  iir  about  tho  lOth 
eomointly  of  Jaly  l«st»  and  accomii&nied  hka  in  an  examtnattoti  of 
GeiLral        ground  aroand  the  cenCral  parts  of  the  city*  at  vbicli 
Mason.     time  he  pr<»posed  four  points  of  defence,  viz:  two  re- 
doubts will  supplied  witli  artillery,  one  in  the  luik  liC 
tiie  Tiber  and  the  i'otowmnck,  and  the  other  on  the 
licigiit  north  of  the  Pennsylvania  Avenue*  cailed  David* 
Kon's  oixhard;  tlie  fortification, of  the  capital  by  ravelins 
to  connect  the  two  blocks  and  ronnd  towers  of  stone  at 
tlie  angles,  with  Inop-holcB  to  defend  tlie  exterior  ends  of 
l^he  blocks;  the  Nsiodow*?  to  be  barricaded  with  loop- 
holes for  musketry;  and  the  lower  floors  of  the  capital, 
an  well  as  the  ravelins^  to  be  sufficiently  fomtshed  with 
artillery^  and  tho  preparation      the  Preatdeafs'  house 
for  the  reception.of  musketry;  coMipsleBt  gjtrrisoiis  for 
tliese  several  posts  to  be  detailed^  and  Jield  in  readiness 
to  ch  copy  Iheyi,  should  it  become  necessary;  and  suitable 
aiunitioiis  of  war  to  be  .previously  deposited  in  each. 

: «« General  Wilkinson  appeared  (o  think  that  aach  pre- 
caotions  wonld  prevent  an'  attack^  aud  if  made^  woaM 
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certainly  repel  it«    He  mentioned,  at  the  same  time,  the  CHAP. 


priicticability  ol  cleiendirig  the  navy  yard  against  a  sudden 
incursion^  hut  the  particular  manner  suggestedj  a«  to  this 
pointy  is  not  now  reoottected* 

iB  bill  jnoaoe  toCroiieDtl  WiUunion  to  stati,  w  wo 
mil.  Fomomjiier  wiia  the  case,  ftlMt  mi  this  ocmkmi  he 
manifeffted  extreme  Micitude  for  tlie  capital  of  his  couu- 
try,  that  he  dwelt  on  Uu  dis^^i  ate  its  capture  wuuld  bring 
on  rhe  naUon*  and  that  he  deplured  tiie  peculiar  hardship 
of  Ids  own  aitaatioa^  wbicli  ibrbade  Ua  boark^  ama  in 
its  defence*  ^  - 

»  CH :  CARROI^Li  of  BeUcv^^. 
Washington,  I2th  ^pril,  1^15.'^  , 


NoTB**-<^I  have  no  rccoUection  of  any  observations 
made  rektivo  In  tbe  defence  of  the  navjr  yard;  thia 
might  veiy  weU  happen^  as  «  were  on  horseback,  $aA 
covM  ikttt  always  be  togetbeff 

If  these  obvious^  economical  precautions  bad  be^ 
adopted^  tbe  rital  minlatera  woiUd  not  have  been' exposed 
to  tbe  hamiliatlon  of  advising  General  Winder»  when  he 
reached  tbe  capital,  4<fo  ratty  and  firm  &tf  (rooftf  en  iba 

heights  in  the  rear  of  Gear t;cf own,**  • 

1  sclrrted  General  Mason  ami  Mr.  Carroll  for  this  Beaaoni 
comniunicatitui,  not  only  from  ?ny  knowledge  oi  *^^>cir  ^TJ'^J^ 
honour,  their  zeal  and  their  patriotism,  but  because  of  muniai* 
their  attachment  to  the  . administration  and  their  Intimacy  ^J^^^^ 
with  Mr.  Madison*  to  whom,  I  expected^  they  might  Hemeai 
communira:te  my  views,  which  were  directed  as  well 
to  his  reputation,  as  the  interests  and  honour  of  my  coun- 
try j  whether  thi8  communication  took  place  or  not,  I 
have  not  imderstood^  but  if  it  did»  it  .was^  like  my  ad* 
vice  for  the  defence  of  l^ew  Orleans*  treated  with  i^leg* 
matic  indiflbi^nce;  and  whilst  I  am  writing  tliis  para- 
graph, instead  of  those  provident  mcasureSi  so  explicitly 
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CHAP,  indicated  by  ihe  incidents  of  tht  lafe  ^nw,  I  behold  tbe 
tide  of  ambition  sweeping  before  it  the  sound  principles 
Jj^^^^  oi  the  revolution,  and  even  the  barriers  of  theconsUtu- 
tinnson    tion  itself;  for  in  what  other  liglit  can  a  candid^  inde- 
iogroe^  pendenty  unanibitipiis^itNMNi^  yi^w  tiw  train  of  miolste- 
•urea  of    rial  tlovicesy  imposed  on  tbe  honest  cradoUty  of  the  re- 
▼crnwieQt.  prescntatives  of  the  people,  td^  increase  the  overbearing 
influence  of  the  executive,  already  swelled  above  the 
mounds  of  the  constitution*  and  tell  in  every  hole  and 
corner  of  tiic  re[)iublrc.   The  honcist  man's  lieart  revolts 
against  artifice  and.  ioHincerity^  in .  tfaie  manageoieiit  of 
4lie  *aSkirs  of  this  gOTerameot;;  what  tlien  miist  be  his 
Minss,  when  ho  perceives  dispositions  lii  the  public 
servants  to  expend  niillioiis  on  ittstitatiuns  founded  in 
deception,  and  not  ojdy  unnecessary,  but  in  their  ten* 
dency  viciuusj  Sucii  1  consider  tlie  propositions  now 
:befiure  tiiecongress»  which  emhuace  the  following  obj^da. 
.  Aainralid  corp^  ostensibly  to  .prorideMbr  lailiteiT' 
iinfortonatesy  and  to  give  it  popularity,  it  is  proposed  to 
include  those  of  the  rt  volutionaiy  war,  who  had  been  for- 
golt(  II       thirty -four,  years,  find  happen  to  be  p^o^  idcd 
for  in  the  grave.    Stript  of  tlie  veil»  tlus  propofiition  is  a 
sinplB  device  .ta  incriea&e  the  standing  arinjr»  which  at 
present  exoeiQiS'  its  constitutional  lisnita  1^00^  Then 
thkieejnilttai7  arademies  !^  For  what  purpose      they  ? 
To  foster  the  universal  and  inordinate  passiouj  for  arms  } 

•  In  spcukiug  of  the  profession  of  arms,  llic  great,  good,  and  sage 
.  Suljy,  hiiiiicU  an  eminent  soldier,  says:     Hut  unhappy,  and  even 
■  *ii  bi»  life,  is  he,  who  beinjf  ciigag^ed  in  a     ot'-ssion  so  fatal  to  youth, 
ii  deficient  in  strength  or  inclination  to  resist  bad  examples.  1  iiougU 
'     iitthoa)d  httre  ifae  good  fortone  %(f  preserve  liiin«elf  frort  all  thome- 
h\  vicew  how  shkll  be  ififlntci  uid  favtify  himaelf  in  the  T^ixusiples 
.that  wiadom  dietalei  §Xihb  to<.the  pfivate.man  •ii4  tUe  prinoe  i  that 
viriufe  be  to  effectually  vrou^t  into  lisbit  by  practice^  that  ao  Tirta* 
blia  action  can  be  ever  Aiund  painful »  t/nd       wibn  rediieed  <•  4te 
neeetdig  of  §aniUf  ali  by  a  crtmei  ^r  of  htktg  aU  $^  o  jreetf  oitUm^ 
the  heart  may  be  even  a  ■Cnngw  to  the  interior  ilruf  eke  of  duty  uA 

iliclloation  ?**  "        *  ' 

t  We  find  our  youth,  from  New.  Uamiuhire  to  KeW  Orieau,  to 
impatient  for  war,  tbat  they  «ro  seeking  service  from  Jifeiico  to 
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to  miect  tlic  rising  generation  with  Uie  mania  of  indolence  chap* 
ttid  profliga<;y'$  to  'discoatiteiiftiice  ii«e£ii  learning' aad 
ftend/  habits ;  and  to  intre^iice  a  apirit  oi^  chkalny^  de-  '^^'^^^ 
structive  of  the  public  bappineae^  and  snhvennTe  of  tlie 

principlc.%  of  the  j^overninent.  Bnt  under  tl»e  specious 
plausible  pretext  ol  .I'lviiiu  inja;  the  interests  ut  science 
and  expanding  tiie  intellect,  it  is  pi*opo8cd  to  saddle  tha 
people  with  a  nationid  university^  on  a  site  so  iaaahi* 
briottsy  that  the  great  public  fim^tionariea  llnA  It  neoea- 
8817  Annually  to  abandon  tbthrpobNo'dutiea  thMumMn 
oat  of  twelve.  A  national  university  at  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington w  jthin  the  purlieus  of  the  court !  and  wherefore 
this  institution  ?  Is  it  to  infuse  the  principles  of  public 
viftue,  and  to  stamp  npon  the  youthful  mind  a  permanent 
devotion  to  t^nUlean  aimplicily»  indetwendenoet  and  In- 
tc^t;'?  No !  But  to  propagate  the  doctrfaieB  of  jpMl?a 
obedience  and  elaviak  dependeitc^  to  Mimilate  principla 
to^jfaCtice,  to  (iiftuse  intrigue  and  t on  ujjtion  to  the  re- 
motest extremes  of  tlie  union,  and  to  give  the  Iniisliing 
Stroke  to  the  aristocratic  propensities,  but  too  manifest  in 
the  execative  department*  These  inatitntlona  all  tend  ^ 
the  consolidation  the  general  gjbremnentf  and.t»  the 
extinction  of  the  real  independoice  of  the  state  govern- 
ments. If  souikI  ;i?id  salutary,  hoW  happened  it,  that 
they  should  have  i  si  aped  the  attention  of  Washington, 
of  Adams,  and  of  Jctferson,  the  distinguished  friend  and 
patron  of  science  ?  ' 

When  I  pontetepfate  those  thiiig8»  and  advert  to  the 
sonm  fropi  whence  they  apring^  I  caniiot  suppress  my 
apprehensions ;  when  I  behold  the  inventions  and  devices 
contrived  to  divest  the  chief  magistrate  of  this  republic 
of  responsihility,  and  to  frfvest  iiis  satellites  with  the 
mantle  of  infallibility,  I  confess  1  am  alarmed  lest  re- 
spect for  pobHc  station  ahonld  stifle  trutb»  and  tlie  ftnr 
of  inStecoruin  ahould  oatgro w  liberty.  The  nataral  fnn- 

Peru;  whlbt  others,  forgetting  the  interests,  the  honour,  tad  the 
innqmnity  «f  their  count  ry,  are  roMning  the  teat  la  quest  of  aftUw- 
fiii  booty.  . 
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Gff  AF.  ciple  of  decay  InlMreiit  Hi  man  alid  all  his  worka^  abould 

warn  the  citizcito  of  the«o  state*  tn  ^atch  overt Iteir  con- 
stitiiti<)n  \N  ii  h  iinreasinc^  vigilance,  ;i)ul  u  tlless  of  per- 
sons or  c(iiise(jiien<  es,  io  repel  the  siijjaiest  encnmcli- 
nMDt9  on  the  paliadium,  ol'  iroeilom,  for  the  power  of 
thi  executive  will  iiicrea(led  exaf^tl^  in.  proportion  aa 
that  of  the  people  diniiiialicd  and  when  tB&vmtry 
-  la  employed  to  exptaio  cotwtlttniiinalpQiQtsy  hy  iboae  wlw 
not  long  since  found  no  diffi<  iilty  in  interpretation^  it 
ia  a  bad  oraen  of  polilkal  btaoility. 

The  analogy  in  the  general  structnre  of  the  BritiBb 
§aveniment  and  the  conaiitation  of  the  United  States, 
thefflnannen,  habils»  .lan|;ttage»  and^relil^ion  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  tare  conntriaat  ought  auNly  4o  aave  the«  child 
ftom  the  errors  of  ikt  *  parent ;  yet;  With  the  vicioos 
ample  of  that  govcrnmeut  hcfore  our  eyes,  and  Uie  re- 
pr*il»atioii  of  her  cxJtctions  and  opjiressions  cLernally  on 
our  tongues*  \vc  tread  in  her  footsteps  and  pursue  tier 
I^Hfiy*  Bat  whilst  we  ajf^  promoting  a  monied  artato- 
craoy^-by  which  £nglanil  has  been  overwhelmed  in  do- 
meetic  calamities*  and  by  pemiciaua^  inatitutious  and  a 
lavish  misappliAitien  of  the  ])ublic  trfasore,  arc  *  xienif- 
Jn- the  executive  influence,  the  |)t oplc  of  that  rouiitry 
would  t  eti-acc  the  expound  awv  which  we  are  hurraing 
headlong  to  destruction,;,  as  may  be  seen  by  tk^  procced- 
iaga  of  their  public^  assembiiea  and  their  recent  publica- 
tiona»  from  one  of  which  I  will  titapass  on  the  readar 
tteihllowiiig  extract,  the  a  implication  of  which  seems  in 
pointy  particularly  as  respects  our  owii  ciiunuouh,  use- 
less, aud  expensive  gciierai  staff: — 

*<A  refornied  parliament,"  says  tius  writer,  would 
see  00  necessity  of  a  commander  in  chief 'a  olficc  with  am 
tmmms  tsfpamve  $taf$  tliey  |iram|d  see  as  little  necea- 
aity  for  sapporting*  ,at  an  enormoua  expense*  acadtmies 
whei^  thesonsof  borough  voters  and  other  proteges  are 
educated  (in  some  rases  uiuki  ioj  eign  masters)  in  the  art 
of  war,  and  who  arc  thus, /rom  their  Mrliest  youths  sc- 
parateU  and  kept  as  a  di&linct  cast  from  the  rut  ^  the  no- 
iion,  A  reformed  parliameat,  ad<>ptiog  (ha  mcxiiB  of 
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BlaLkstolu',  that  all  such  establishments  arc  abhorrent  to  ORAP. 
Uie  principles  of  tiie  English  constituUonf  would  support 
no  suoli  thing ;  but  woirfd  look  upon  the  imtioo  m  miMt  ^"^^^ 
ieciiroirlleB  iipder  tlie  piotectiiui  of  tlie  anna  of  free* 
men*''  '  -     »  . 

W  hat  a  biting  reproach  hi  here  offered  to  the  councils 
Xif  the  United  States,  and  more  especially  their  Pi  tsident 
Madison  ;  may  it  prove  a  salutary  warnin.^  to  my  coun^ 
try ;  may  it  rouse  the  original  energies  of  the  people,  and 
recal  the  departiog  ^iiit  of  liie  cooBtitiitioii ;  f«r  it  wtich 
doctrines  apply  to  ilio  local  andimlitical  cireunatanoeo  of 
Gnat  Britaiily  IwW  mncli  more  appticdifo  ^are  they  to' 
those  of  this  country ;  the  former  within  arm's  length  of 
a  great,  powerful,  and  ri^  al  nation,  called  her  natural 
eneiBy»  the  latter  three  thousand. miles  removed  from 
e?ory  rival  power  ^  bat  iiecama  fbe  naiglibmiring  despota 
of  Eptop^f  whope  eatatea  joui»  and  are  e?ar  engage^  4n 
controveraii^ff  find  it  political  ta  Um  of  peace  to  prepare 
for  warf  by  building  up  to-day  what  was  knocl^ed  down 
ycsti  I'tlji} ,  or  in  this  year  to  supply  the  place  of  mercena- 
ries whose  throata  have  been  cut  tlic  iasty  we^  blindly  aud 
falsely »  apply  the  ajume  rcaiioning  tiyiur  own.  situation, 
and  follow  t^eir  oxaniile.  It  was  aal|y  and  believe^ 
vben  (be  independence  of  these  states  waa  deolai^  that 
*•  a  eianimg  army  in  time  of  peace  was  ntUrly  incomptiiL^ 
hie  u  ith  tlic  liberty  uj  the  subject^**  and  1  am  certain  we 
can  discover  nothiuje;  in  the  circnmstanccs  ol  Fraur  c,  after  L 
ail  her  struggles  for  liberty,  at  this  momentf  or  for  twcn^r 
five  yean  past,  to  impair  the  lores  or  jnattco  of  tipa  obser- 
Tatlon<--a  military  corps  does  not  deserve  tlie  naniey  natil 
the  menceape  to  reasfMi  aad  ave  Ulndly  obedient.  Wonld 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  deposit  thdir  liberties  in 
the  hands  of  tliose  wlio,  with  equal  indifference,  contemn 
life  or  brave  death  ;  who,  not  being  parties  in  framing  the 
lawSf  are  most  ready  to  subvert  them  ;  who  may  defend 
society  or  destroy  ^t>  as  intenat  and  ambition  may  iacliao^ 
No !  iilthoiigh  a  soldier  tern  early  yoath»  a^  holding 
every  hononrable  military  man  as  a  brother,  I  contend  it 
were  better  the  United  States  should  i  uu  the  hazard  of 
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CHAP,  tofl^ring  ft  year  or  two»  in  the  commencement  of  eveiy 
^  ^  ^    war,  if  iv«f8  th^  mast  luif ci»  vottl  they  can  gtveform,  coa* 
^"^^^'^^  sistency,  and  expericiice  to  their  levies,  than  that  thef 
shoulil  itrnnit  institutions,  which  ever  have  been,  and 
will  ever  continue  to  be  dangerous  to  civil  liberty, 
others  rr.    While  I  dcplorc  tbe  tendency  or  these  measores*  I  can- 
commend.  ^^.^^^  ^^^^       pavt&Qti  of  the  treasure  proposed 

to  he  thus  employ^,  wonld  J>e  m^rc'  wisdy  appropriated 

to  the  erection  of  permanent  defences,  for  (he  future  se- 
em i(y  of  tlic  n»itional  archives,  for  the  pruU  rtiou  ot  llie 
emporium*  of  the  west,  and  to  cstaiiiisii  iaghways  and 
eamils,  the  only  ligameats  by  which  the  integrity  of  the 
i  itiiieiii  can  lie 'perpetdatcd.  Those- legialatorB  who  are 
brooght  to  helieve»  that  by  extMidiag  the  patroni^  and 
|>rcro2:ativcs  of  the  cxerotive,  they  aild  sirengtU  to  the 
goverrmirnt,  are  sadly  deceived,  fur  this  is  a  government 
of  willy  not  ot  power ;  of  virtue,  and  not  of  force ;  an 
attempt  to  coerce  the  union  will  snap  the  cord  which 
hraces  it;  and  then  the  people  of  these  statcSf  who*  are 
now  and  ouglit  to  contbiue  the  most  happy  on  eartht  may 
find  cause  to  curse  the  day  which  disfiefered  the  Britisb 
empire.  Long^o^!  very  long  may  it  be,  beluie  this 
calamitous  day  shall  arrive^  and  in  the  mean  time,  I 
most  fervently  thank  the  God  of  my  salvation,  that  I 
aliould  not  In  tWordinary  course  of  things  be  destined  to 
Witness  it  >  » 

Advice  re*  "Craving  pardon  for  this  digression,  I  wifl  resume  my 
from  subject.  It  appeal  s  from  the  best  information  1  have  been 
Messr^.  g^j^i^.  ^„  obtain,  that  towards  the  end  of  June,  lHi4,  Prc- 
anloaila.sident.MadASon  had  conceived  the  idea  that  the  enemy 
«nem  ^  might  ftialie  the  capital  an  objcot  of  attach^  andllfat  ad- 
^umtioM.  vice  received  from  Messrs.  Bayard  andt^allatiDthe  S6th 
of  that  montli,  confirmed  hid  suspicions ;  m  consequence 
run  for  of  which,  lie,  on  the  1st  of  July,  sabmitted  to  his  cahi- 
t^'^f^nd  *  P**"*  immediately  calling  2000  or  3000  mvu  into 
BiuSI.*"  the  fieldf  and  holding  ten  or  twelve  thousand  militia  and 
Tolttnteers>  of  the  neighbouring  state^i  In  readiDess  to  re* 

•  New  Orleaoi. 
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ififo|o«^flial        .  alio  thai  hMi^jiipMA^  cn  a  n 

plan  of  taiangapoanbii^'i^^  s^^^^ 
Branch  aiul  th«  Patoxent,        tliflt  ihk  prop(i«itioii'%afl      .  - 

not  ui>jtcLeU  lo.    Thcs^*  f^cta  mx  4li  «Awn  from  t\H\  rcpui  t 
of  the  cpmaM^lttO  of  cotigt'ess,     of^^nicd  to  ttitfutre  into  ^ 
th$  ^aiika'  and  fwii^uk^  of  the  dm^  fff  . 

^^/ttfu^y^  but  thera  af^  abuadaiii  erislii^  bvDInic^ 
of  appRcaflons  made  to  the  ^Kcei^tva  li/  in^vldaide  ImnI 
by  corporate  btidics,  as  well  po^(et4or  as  antfwor  to  this 
convi  iiiion  of  the  rahinet,  u»  Uie  subject  yl  Ui*^  dpfenre  of 
tfietity,  to  which  tiu  satisfactory  answer  couM  he  uhiaiii' 
ed«  i  aodcrstand,  that  to  the  eiUDesI  inquiries  of  tw 
^Qtlemeii^  of  tlfO:  first  iiitaiyjeB^Bi  mj^tabtti^  anii 
fbrtmie.  Id  the  diairiet,  after  tlstealtis  to>the  ei^^Mii^ 
of  their  apprehcnaiona^the^Secpetary  of  War  lacoilkalfjr 
replied,  ♦»  /  do)Cl  believe  there  is  uuij  iUnf^er;*'  ;uul  I  am 
infoniied  frofii  Aik  auLhciiUi;  aunrcc,  that,  during  the  pre- 
ceding season »  a  t!iuusaii4-  citizens  of  Georget«mfe-,aad  Corps  of 
the  ci(y  deternuaed  to  fo^  H  legion  of  voliiat^an^  ^id^ffe^^ 
petiliooed  the  PraldeiiVta^  qrgl^li8e  them*^ who  ailthorised  services, 


the  cbqiceof  oflleers ;  liut-wheilthe  Aames  ;weM  sent  in,  rejected^ 

he  refused  to  coniinissiini  them,  for  what  reason  remains  I'y  the 

President* 

a  sec  l  et :  ?^rtd  thii<^  Presiiicut  Mtidi^  in  pri  vi  nted  the 
estahlishrnetit  oi  a  cai^,  which  had  actuaUy  been  en- 
rolled^ officecedf  cqolptf  and*  excepting  the  ride  coin- 
pames*  completeiy  armed;  and  from  mj  UaowIeil|^  <6f 
characters,  liipay  aafely  hazard  the  opinlqn^  woiitM  fiato 
formed  a  nitc}eiifi»  Ground  which  a  competent' i^rce  couUI 
have  been  prompii^  uuaycd,  to  liavr  m.vW  tlt'ii<i;tl 
Robs's  advance  a  scene  of  blood,  and  cuniptiied  him  to 
retrace  bis  steps  before  he  liad  reached  NiHIiu^tam. 
Thu8»  it  aeeins^  that  .President  Madison^  .  tha 

guidance  of  his  eTii.geaiiis^  .woiild  neither 'ac|  bipu^f' 
nor  suflTer  oihera  to  act.  ^  - 

Thti  constitution  knows  no  sucli  i.'istitution  as  a  cabinet,  Cabinet 
no  such  oilicer  j\s  the  htttd      <4  d^pai  tuant.    Tliuse  are  oi"  depart* 
executive  creations  authorised  by  law  for  bisconvenlencef 
he  majr  call  them  mitiiateis^  cojunaeUonj^  or  cliprJb^'&^d  nS^eonfU' 
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CRAP,  wmy  lam  ibm  or  nbrat  liii  ittMardiott;  fa  t&ellMI 
range  of  olSicM  dependents,  the  neoestnry  appendages  if 
tuiion      every  government^  none  are  so  prone  to  usurp  power  as 
mere crea- those  in  conspicuous  stations^  wko  art:  ruiuscious  iheii 
the^r^-  |i05«es5  none  that  is  absolute  and  guaranteed  by  law|[ 
dent't      such  is  the  true  staaditig  ef  the  gentlemen  who  coiD|io8e 
vhst  is  called  tlie  cal»inet  ceunpa  of  the  Preeidenn  m4 
ther^fiiltt  tbey  cMinet     tno  cnutiously  regarded ;  leat^ 
from  the  Iranible  ammroemds  of  th/i  executive,  the  mere 
organs  of  his  will,  and  dependents  on  liis  pleasure,  bj 
making  themselves  first  convenient,  and  then  necessaiy 
to  |he  legislature*  thcjr  should  hy  insensible  but  incessauitf 
encroachments^  gel  possessiontof  the  reins  of  the  goyenfi 
nientjr  and  nnder  tfae  sanctlon  of  their  nasterV  dictate  (K 
the  cerrelatiire  branches.   But  whatever  nay  he  the  roS 
Jation,  President  Madisan  lias  f(jund  it  convenient  to 
establish;  betwciii  liirnsill  and  his  ministers;  whatever 
the  unconstitutional  power*  he  has  ventured  to  vest  ia^ 
them,  be  cannot  change  their  reepective  official  TelattonSy 
because  he  is  htmseff  soleljr  .  fesponpible  to  the  people^ 
.  and  bis  ministers,  tlie  creatures  of  his  will,  are  responsi- 
ble to  hiro  only.  With  these  convictions  on  my  judi^iiient, 
which  liavc  been  uniform  from  the  origin  of  tlje  govern- 
uent,  however  the  flatterers  of  the  palace  or  the  advo^ 
cates  of  undefined  ministerial  prenigattTes,  maj  cbncodo' 
to  the  aestunptions  of  tiioae  presidential  counaeUorst  1 
shall  nerer  consent  to  ascribe  to  the  czeca^ve  miagis- 
trate  of  these 'states*  that  attribute  of  royalty  which 
would  exempt  liiro  from  error,  aud  exonerate  him  from 
President  the  malversation  and  neglect  of  his  dependents;  and 

responsi^  therefore  wheo  speaking  of  the  scenes  u  hirh  passed  im- 
hie  for  vie  _        «      *  «  ,> 

aet^  ofthe  mediately  under  the  eye  of  President  Madisoo,  I  shall 

govtrn- 

mcnt,  not  •  Ncvt-r  before  his  miserable  adnun^sir^tior*,  did  a  Se  *-reiary  of 
flus^inis-  (jape  to  disgrucc  ih*  profe  ssion  of  a.*m8,      arrogn'ing  lo  him- 

•    self  and  exercising  the  funcuo".s  ot  military  com numd.   1  rcinemisef'^ 
uhcn  a  ViX'Ai   gentleman  occupied  hal  Citation.  '>c  ventured  ;o  pro- 
pose to  an  otiiter     the  impectnm  if  his  garrison    "  wiio  replteci  to 
him,  *'  It  -u-nuhi  b:  indtspcntxwl.'  lo  tfu9  emit  tiuit  hc  thvulfi  be  dHitd 
with  the  comtrusnon  9/  a  Mujor-^enerai**^ 
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cdneidcr  Secretary  Arinstron.!^  a  mere  instimrnent,  ant]  CHAP» 
flhalt  hold  the  President  responsible  for  his  conduct  in 
office ;  I  believe  this  to  be  the  legitimate  constructton^ 
and  am  sattriM  U  ia  the  safe  and  aoolMl  tntarpialatioa  $ 
Ibr  1  rpcOmn'^  when  I  raomad  the  award  In  ITH,  at 
the  tima  General  ^aahinj^n  admmilBHi  .the 
ment  which  Mr.  Madison  has  iz&?t5ed,  General  Knox^ 
then  SLcretary  of  Wtir,  on  (JiiciiiMu;  his  corrcsponilenco 
with  n^p  premised*  that  what  iin  might  write  in  hi.s  oHiciai 
capacity,  most  be  eensidered  as  from  Itfi  President  of 
the  United  States;  and  ha  acamly  eveHiftltte* iif  Wa 
correspanidaace,  ta  qaata  the  aathbritjr<  of  the  dhief  dn^ 
gistrate,  as  is  uniformly  observed  by  the  ministers  of 
Great  Britain  ts»  this  day,  although  they  staml  |)erson- 
aJly  responsible  to  their  country,  for  the  due  aiiministra' 
tion  of  their  peapectlra  aftpial  trusts.  Indeed  aiir  own 
ministers  saaietiBMi  emplay  tlia  Presidential  authorHy, 
as  wtft  be  seert  fa  the  order  which  aanetianed'tlia  murder 
of  Helms ;  bat  in  .^ncral,  and  almost  ntilversally,  our 
»)ificial  lot  (lliiigs,  and  more  especially  the  Secretaries  of 
War,  employ  tliQ  first  person  in  an  imperalive  tone,  offen- 
sive to  the  feelings  of  a  gcntiemarif  and  betraying,  at  the 
same  time»  theic  ignmmtx  if  ike  ^sseuiial  oUribiUeB^fiM 

'  It  appears*  that  the  day  after  the  cabinet  council,  the  10tlimUi« 
.:d  of  J;i!  v,  the  1* resident  judged  it  expedient  to  create  a  JriYtajlr- 
lOUi  military  district,  althougli  his  Secrttiwy  of  War  had*^«<*» 
just  before  <!iscovercd,  and  had  apprised  General  Izardf, 
that  » ttrritmrioL  IhrnU  ef  eommotid  an  fiumd  tneoav*-     .  ^ 
nltnt;**  yet^  notwithstanding  the  inconvenience«  it  was 
now  deemed  a  sahttat^  fncmUim  to  put  up  a  barrier 
not  to  savii  the  capital,  but  evcntiinlly  to  screen  the  Prc- 
sielcnt  and  his  coadjutor;  a  district  was  accordingly 
created  to  comprehend  the  whole  state  of  Maryland,  tlia 
district  of  Columbia' and^that  part  ^f.  Tlrginia  north' of 
the  Rappahannoc  rlra*»  emhraci^g  aii  exposed  coast  of 
aod  or  lOOO  miles,  vulnerable  at  every  point*  and  inter*^ 
sccted  by  manjr  large  rivers,  and  by  Chesapeake  bay. 
For  an  individual  to  have  done  justice  to  such  an  cxfen- 
YO^  1.  5  C 
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OHAP.  8ke  coniAund,  or  to  bare  adniniiCmd  it  with  el^t  m 

'  the  face  of  an  enemy,  would  have  required  more  than 
mprtal  powers.*  No  matter!  a  district  was  a  district 
and  tlierc  were  no  judges  to  decide  on*  or  to  questimi  ill 
aptitudv  to  tiM  Gommaml  of  an  individnal.  No*  iO  ww. 
aceonihi|$ly.  createil»  «n4  BrigadieivfMiefftl  ^fftuitr,  a 
der  »p.  ^  native  of  Maryland,  whoso  respectable  relationy  a  aMri-' 

poitiicd  lo  torious  officer  of  the  revolution,  ulniinistcred  thciw)venf- 

tliccom- 

maod.  ment  of  the  state,  was  selected  by  the  President  for  the 
command  the  same  day»  though  it  seems  it  not 
until  tfao  6tii  be  received  official  advice  of  tbo  appolai^ 
nmnt,  mlucb,  as  he  fltQ9i  at  tha  head  ol-tiio  ^iilMiiM  igipi 
be  could  have  consislently  dediiM^  and  if  . he  bad 
sessed  more  ex[>erience  he  would  hare  done  sOy  bec.iuse 
there  was  not  a  shadow  of  defensive  preparation,  and 
the  attack  of  the  enemy  might  bo  daily  expected  i  but 
profesaional  aaihiti(iHi»  md  for  Ibe  aerticot  and  a  tlmt 
Ibr  lhaMii  will  always  prevail  over  aaher  reiecthm;  ia- 
deed  it  Is  rare*  to  find  a  aoldler  of  prido  and  spirit,  such 
as  General  Winder  is  allowed  to  be,  who  weigtis  and 
balances  causos  and  effects  in  the  scales  of  discretion  ; 
suck  phlegm  does  not  comport  with  Uie  enterprise  oC 
the  youthful  chief  ij^lJuriUna  is  the  yrovlnea  of  the 
veteraat  who  contiiil  to  do'hfk  dntyt  seeks  not  advan- 
'  ItA^ ;  and  yet  I  eiieak  from  sad  convictioir,  wbsii  I  say, 
the  most  experienced  may  sometimes  be  beguiled  by  fair 
-  '  prospects  and  ministerial  promises. 
Finds  the  General  Winder  ousted  tlie  command  without  means 
dl^uttt\e  on4  wUlmt  km  to  mote  thm^  he  faumi  the  disWct 

of  muni- 
tions of  •  It  II  true,  that  after.thc  retreat  of  General  Armstrong-,  President 
Madison,  wilh  the  counsel  of  his  successor,  to  improve  on  past  foUy, 
annexed  the  command  of  district  Ko.  4  to  that  of  No.  10;  but  this 
was  merely  to  swell  the  self  importance  of  General  Scoit,  who,  I  am 
informed,  was  inlended  for  Secretary  of  War;  and  himself  avowed 
to  a  young  lady,  lohott  fortune  he  wat  tedcing^  lhat  lie  should  be  ibc 
commaiuier  in  chief  and  could  make  thote  people  at  Wasliington  tlo 
what  he  pleased ;  therefore  her  head  quarten  should  l;e  at  New  York, 
or  Philadelphia,  or  both  at  her  dlscrelion  ;  indeed  if  she  had  pec«- 
lias  attacbmenu  to  Baltimore^  /icr  j^piar^rt  sUoukl  be  e&tablisbed 
tbei*. 


Uoopi» 
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without  magazine^  of  provisions  or  forage,  ivithout  /raiw-  CIIAP. 
poi't  tools  or  implements f  ivithout  a  commissariat  or  efficient  ^^^^^^ 
quarter-master^s  department,  ivitlmit  a  general  staff,  ami 
Jindlly  without  troops.    It  is  true,  that  tlie  President,  on 
the  4th  of  July,  «<  pro  forma,^*  and  in  commemoration  of 
tlic  day,  did  make  a  requisition  to  the  several  states  for  ^''.hiia  re- 
93,500  militia  that  had  heen  authorised  by  law,  in  which  for  93,500 
he  designated  their  respective  quota,  and  rcfjucsted  the 
executive  magistrates  of  each  state  to  detach  and  hold 
them  in  remliness  for  immediate  service.    Of  this  requisi- 
tion, 2000  effectives  from  the  state  of  Virginia ;  5000 
from  Pennsylvania ;  6000  from  Maryland  ;  and  2000 
from  the  district  ef  Columbia;  making  in  the  aggregate 
15,000*  men  on  paper,  which  wert^  "  to  be  organised  and 
equipped,  ami  held  in  readiness  for  future  service,  within 
their  respective  states,  until  the  lOth  district  should  be  ac- 
tnally  invaded,  or  menaced  with  iircasion,  when  General 
Winder  was  authorised,  and  of  course  not  before,  «  to  call 
for  a  part  or  for  the  whole  of  the  quota  assigned  to  the  state 
of  Maryland,  which  sliall  have  beei\  organised  and  equipped 
under  the  aforesaid  requisition     ttnd  he  is  warned  very 
gravely  to  be  careful  to  avoid  all  unnecessary  calls ;  «</o 
proportion  the  call  to  the  exigency.**    In  this  place  then,  Rcquisi- 
it  is  necessai7  to  remark,  that  the  reqtiisition  was  a  mere  Jorded  as 
matter  of  form,  and  incapable  of  producing  the  end  it  to  defeat 
affected  to  embrace  ;  in  each  state  the  militia  was  first  to  ^'y  il^^^' 
be  organized  and  equipt  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  re-  tended  to 
quisition,  and  yet  in  those  states  there  existed  no  power  so  P^^*^"  ^ 
to  organise  and  equip  in  such  form,  and  until  such  special 

•  It  Is  painful  to  reflect  on  the  proceeding  of  a  committee  of  con- 
gress appointed  lo  inquire  and  report  on  matters  of  fact,  to  the  popu- 
lar branch  of  the  government ;  because,  independent  of  the  obliga- 
tions  of  an  oath,  local,  national,  and  personal  character,  are  all  in- 
terested in  the  candour  and  integrity  of  their  proceedings.  When  ihe 
legislators  of  a  free  people  suffer  themselves  lo  be  employed  as  the 
instruments  of  faction,  to  gloss  folly,  to  conceal  disgrace,  or  perse- 
cute innocence,  they  dishonour  themselves  and  disgrace  their  coun- 
try;  yet  the  committee  appointed  to  inqoire  into  **/Atfcn«*M,  Wc. 
of  the  invasion  of  the  city  of  Washington"  have  declared  that  the 
15,000  men  "  -were put  at  the  disposition  of  the  commanding  General.'* 
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organization  and  equipntent  liail  taken  p1acc,t/ie  call  wasnA, 
to  be  made  ;  but  when  the  exigency  arises?  the  General  is  to 
proportion  his  call  tu  the  occasion ;  and  instead  of  being 
authorised  to  have  at  all  times  a  proportion  of  at  least 
two.thirds  of  the  given  number  of  militia,  trained  to  nii- 
litary  duties  in  a  camp  of  observation  and  exercise,  to 
await  the  expected  exigency,  around  which  the  rcmaindci:*^ 
might  rally  ;  he  is,  when  danger  stares  him  in  the  facc» 
to  the  utter  neglect  of  the  many  important  duties  press- 
ing  on  him,  obliged  to  devote  his  time  to  the  colleclioR 
and  formation  of  a  body  of  raw  yeomanry ;  and  is 
liimself  trammelled  with  restrictions,  and  IcA  with 
scarcely  more  discretion  than  tho  corporal  of  a  picket 
guard. 

But  ill  making  tliis  requisition.  President  Madison 
appears  to  have  been  alarmrd,  lesi  be  should  have  dune  ) 
too  much,  and  in  recommending  depots  of  arms  and  > 
equipments,  he  seems  to  have  forgotten  that  subsistence 
Avas  an  indispensable  article  of  the  munitions  of  war  ; 
that  transport  was  necessary  to  convey  his  baggage;  and 
that  entrenching  tools  and  axes  niiglit  be  useful,  in  break- 
ing lip  and  obstructing  roads,  or  to  fortify  his  camps  ; 
and  to  put  it  out  of  General  Winder's  power  to  burthen 
the  public  with  the  expense  of  a  competent  force  for  the 
defence  of  the  capital,  be  informs  him,  through  bis  Se- 
cretary of  War,  on  the  17th  July,  two  days  after  be  bad 
received  advice  of  tho  arrival  of  Admiral  Cochrane *s 
van  at  Lynnhaven  bay  with  a  heavy  reinforcement, 
that  <•  tlie  militia  of  the  district  of  Columbia^  amounting  to 
about  2000,  is  kept  in  a  disjmabU  state^  and  subject  to  your 
orders  ;  1  Iiave  also  to  eocpress  the  wishes  of  tlie  President^ 
that  not  less  than  ttvo,  nor  more  than  three  thousand  of  th^ 
new  drafts,  under  the  reijuisilion  of  the  i/A  July,  be  or- 
gani%edf  embodied,  and  encamped  at  some  muldle  point  be- 
tween Baltimore  and  this  city,^^    How  inconsistent  was 
this  conduct  of  President  Madison.  TJie  enemy  bad  been 
reconnoitring  the  Potowmack  and  the  Patuxcnt  since  the 
beginning  of  May;  no  doubt  remained  of  their  designs 
against  tho  capital,  which  were  admitted  by  himself,  and 
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under  the  impression^  lie  calls  on  the  respective  states  chap. 
for  till*  immediate  organization  and  equipment  of  tlieir 
rtfspective  quota  of  93,500  militiay  15,000  of  whom  he 
designates  for  tiic  defence  of  the  metropolis,  but  directs 
them  to  be  held  in    readiness  for  future  service.'^*  This  The  cm- 
was  doing  with  one  hand  and  undoing  wilh  the  other ;  it  nTent"  iUx 
was  blowing  hot  and  cold  in  the  same  breath ;  it  follow-  ^^>ch 
ed  tliat  General  Winder  must,  necessarily,  have  been  winder 
perplexed  and  embarrassed,  by  the  restrictions  which 
fetter(^  him ;  and  the  manifold  contingencies  on  which 
his  operations  were  made  to  depend,  would  have  render- 
ed  abortive  the  most  judicious  plans.  He  duly  appreciated  '  •* 
tlie  enemy,  had  formed  a  clear  and  correct  judgment  of 
the  advantages  which  favoured  their  attack,  and  as  clear-       t. « 
ly  anticipated  the  disadvantages  under  which  we  should  .  • 
labour,  if  the  militia  force  which  formed  his  chief  de- 
pendence, was  not  seasonably  organized  and  arrayed ; 
Jie  foresaw  the  evil,  and  with  great  perspicuity  pro-  Proposes 
posed  tJie  remedy  ;\  but  his  letter  was  treated  with  bJt  rcT-^^' 
silent  contempt ;  yet  he  was  harassed  by  orders,  admoni-  ceivesno 
tions,  ministerial  interference,  and  Presidential  reviews,  ^Jii^ 
which  seem  to  have  staggered  his  self-confidence,  and  cation, 
impaired  his  reliance  on  his  own  judgment  and  resource; 
which  will  ever  be  the  case  in  military  operations,  whilst  [■ 
every  movement  of  the  General  is  Superintended  and  liable, 
to  be  controuled  by  superior  authority. ^:  It  would  there- 
fore be  as  unjust  to  hold  General  Winder  responsible  for 
the  military  operations  which  piH^ceded  the  affair  of  Dla- 
densburgh,  as  to  condemn  him  for  the  unfortunate  issue 
of  that  affair,  and  the  disgraceful  sacrifice  of  the  national 
capital,  which  belongs  exclusively  to  President  Madison, 
and  will  never  be  forgotten  while  Washington  continues  . 
to  be  the  seat  of  government  of  the  United  States. 

•  Sec  the  letter  of  the  SecrcUry  of  War  to  General  Winder, 
July  12.    •  .  .  .    •        •        '  ' 

t  See  Appendix,  No.  XVllL  '  - 

^  President  Maditon  meant  to  Improve  on  the  Aulic  council.  * 
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CHAP.  From  the  conduct  of  the  President,  it  was  not  suspect- 
,  ^^ZI*  ^  ed  he  had  the  remotest  idea  of  the  attack  of  the  eiieniv 
President  Upon  the  capital,  much  less  that  he  liad  received  an  inti- 
c'lnu'uct"'*  of  such  design  from  our  commissioners  in  Europe, 

inconsist- 

Messrs.  Bayard  and  Gallatin.    It  was  believed  that  his 
h^s  infor    j^^S™^'^'  was  regulated  by  the  opinion  of  General  Arm- 
mation.     strong,  who,  it  was  well  known,  treated  every  sug^^es- 
tion  of  danger  with  ridicule,*  until  the  enemy  were  dis- 
covered in  full  march  from  Upper  Marlborougli.  The 
discovery  proves  that  the  President  sinned  with  his  eyes 
open,  and  neglected  to  employ  the  ample  means  in  his 
power,  to  avert  the  calamity  which  he  expected;  this 
aggravates  his  offence  against  his  country,  and  gives 
him  an  indefeasible  claim  to  the  reprobation  of  posterity. 
The  unfortunate  apprehensions  which  prevailed,  lieJp. 
'*        ed  no  doubt  to  distract  our  inadequate  means;  for  while 
some  believed  that  Baltimore  or  Annapolis,  as  points  of 
attack,  would  be  preferred  to  the  seat  of  empire,  others 
were  of  opinion  that  the  enemy  would  land  at  South 
Kiver  and  march  across  the  country  to  Washington,  with- 
out reflecting  that  by  this  route  they  would  put  them- 
selves in  air,  and  expose  their  right  flank  and  rear  to 
the  |)opulation  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  and  the  popu- 
lous counties  of  Montgomery,  Frederic,  and  Baltimore, 
leaving  their  water  transport  far  behind  them;  whereaSf' 
by  ascending  the  Patuxent,  their  right  flank  would  be 
covered,  and  their  Icll  exposed  to  a  puny  population, 
whilst  they  could  avail  themselves  of  their  water  craft,  in 
advancing  and  retreating,  to  a  point  within  twenty  miles 
of  the  object  of  attack. 

But  such  had  beofi  the  remissness  of  the  executire  for 
the  past  year,  notwithstanding  the  warning  of  Admiral . 
AVarren,  which  had  been  so  frequently  repeated  by  ^d- 

•  When  Colonel  Minor  applied  the  evening:  of  the  23d  of  Augi«t, 
for  arms  for  600  Virginiji  volunteersj  the  Secretary  observed  it  would 
be  lime  enough  in  the  morning;  but  being  pressed  for  the  delivery 
by  the  Mayor,  who  introduced  the  Colonel,  he  with  an  horrible  smile 
replied,  "  Doctor,  you  are  more  frightened  Uiim  hurt.** 


Digitized  by  Google 


GENERAL  WILKINSON.  759 

miral  Cockburn,  that  Fort  Washington,  the  only  water  CHAIM 
defence  of  the  district  of  Columbia,  as  late  as  the  25th  ^^'* 
of  July  1814,  exactly  thirty  days  before  the  capital  was 
burnt,  was  in  a  bad  condition  for  offence  or  defence  in'Bad  con- 
many  respects,  but  particularly  for  the  want  of  ammuni-  the  ac- 
tion, there  not  being  on  that  day  "o  single  pound /or  fences.and 
jSre  ea:ceUent  long  \S-pounders  mounted  on  Vic  water  bat-  ammuni- 
/cry."»    Apathy,  indifference,  and  a  blind  confidence, 
marked  President  Madison's  conduct,  until  the  enemy 
was  at  the  threshold  ;  yet  from  the  singular  naturef  of 
the  country,  the  capital  might  have  been  saved  by  the 
instrumentality  of  axes  and  spades,  supported  by  two 
hundred  mounted  riflemen,  an  hundred  dragoons,  and 
four  pieces  of  horse  artillery  only ;  but  such  was  the 
distraction,  the  irresolution,  and  imbecility  which  en-  Disirac- 
'        sued  the  landing  of  the  enemy,  and  such  had  been  the  emurd  ihe 


unpardonable  improvidence  before,  that  not  a  single  landlnj?  of 
bridge  was  broken,  not  a  causeway  destroyed,  not  an  '® 


mv. 


inundation  attempted,  not  a  tree  fallen,  not  a  rood  of  the 
road  obstructed,  nor  a  gun  fircfl  at  the  enemy,  in  a  march 
of  near  forty  miles,  from  Benedict  to  Upper  Marlborough, 
by  a  route  on  which  there  are  ten  or  a  dozen  difficult  de- 
files ;  whicli,  with  a  few  hours  labour,  six  pieces  of  light 
artillery,  300  infantry,  200  riflemen,  and  60  dragoons, 
might  have  been  defended  against  any  force  that  cotiUl 
approach  them  ;  such  is  the  narrowness  of  the  n)ad, 
the  profundity  of  the  ravines,  the  steepness  of  the  accli- 
vities, and  tlie  sharpness  of  the  ridges. 

If  Mr.  Madison  had  been  a  provident  rriagistr.ite,  if  he  The  line 
^         liad  possessed  tliat  love  for  his  country  which  real  pa-  pres"fjj^t' 

triotism  inspires,  or  if  he  had  even  respected  his  own  Midisrm 
^  fame,  exiKxting,  as  he  acknowledged  he  did,  that  the  "/^J^'^j^. 
'         enemy  meditated  an  attack  against  the  national  capital,  svied 

i  .  -  •  • 

•  See  the  rtport  of  the  commiuce  of  congress,  pages  23— ?4. 
f  +  See  the  map  on  which  General  Ross's  route  is  laid  down;  com.- 

f  pare  it  with  General  Koss's,  and  Admirals  Cockburn  and  Cochranc*» 

$  desp!4tchc8,  and  bcur  in  mind  thut  every  crock  in  this  rouXc  formt J 

I  a  dijfficuU  and  dauj^crous  tlejih. 
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CHAP    ospeciaUy  confided  to  liis  cliatge,  it  became  his  solemn 
duty  to  gird  on  his  sword,  take  the  field,  and  rally  his 
doiintrymen  around  hiui ;  the  direct  invasion  of  the  seat 
'  of  government  is  perhaps  the  single  case,  which  could 
warrant  the  President  ol'  the  United  States  in  entering 
upon  the  exercise  of  his  military  functions  ;  if  PresiJent 
Madison  had  pitched  his  tent,  even  at  the  late  hour  when 
lie  received  advice  of  the  arrival  of  the  van  of  Admiral 
Cochrane  in  the  Chesapeake,  on  the  15th  July,  and  had 
avowed  his  determination  to  defend  the  capital  of  his 
country  to  the  last  extremity,  and  proclaimed  that  arm- 
ed volunteers  would  he  acceptable,  he  would  have  been 
encircled  by  the  best  blood  of  the  country,  within  300 
miles  of  him  ;  and,  if  he  could  iiave  summoned  up  reso- 
.    lution  not  to  have  nm  away  at  the  very Jirst  s/io/,  the  con- 
test of  a  single  hour  would  have  compelled,  the  rash  and 
indisci*eet,  (general  Ross  to  have  laid  down  his  arms,  and 
President  Madison  would  have  immortalised  his  name, 
by  leading  the  vanquished  foe  in  triumph  through  that 
metropolis,  the  destruction  of  which  he  had  meditated. 
Alas !  w  hat  a  melancholy  cqntrast  do  we  behold  in  the 
I'residcnt's  conduct  and  the  consequent  catastrophe. 

Being  interdicted  the  use  of  my  sword,  I  had  left  the 
city  of  Washington  for  the  summer  ;  but  a  domestic  mis- 
fortune carried  me  back  in  the  beginning  of  August,  and 
I  found  every  thing  quiet  in  respect  to  the  defence  of  the 
place.  On  the  18th  of  the  month,  observing  the  pa- 
rade of  several  volunteer  companies  of  the  city  and 
Georgetown,  I'inquired  the  cause,  and  was  informed  ad- 
vice had  readied  the  city  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy 
by  the  Patuxent.  On  the  evening  of  the  same  day  1  re- 
ceived a  note  from  Colonel  Monroe,  advising  me  that  the 
menacing  movements  of  the  enemy  up  tlie  bay  had  deter- 
mined liim  to  reconnoitre  them,  for  which  purpose  he  in- 
fended  leaving  the  city  the  next  morning.  I  had  before 
been  apprised  of  the  arrival  of  Admiral  Cochrane  in  the 
Chesapeake,  and  tlie  inci'case  of  the  enemy's  shipping, 
and  made  no  doubt  the  attack  I  had  long  expected  was 
now  to  be  carried  into  execution.    I  could  not  discover 
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ttitit  any  precautions  had  been  taken  to  obstruct  the  chap. 
march  of  the  enemy>  and  I  knew  that  no  efficient  pre- 
parations  had  been  made  to  resist  them.    I  was  at  this 
time  quartered  with  a  revolutionary  olBccr,*  who  had  , 
spilt  his  blood  in  the  cause  of  his  country,  and  he  will 
recollect  my  solicitude  for  the  safety  of  the  city,  my  ideas 
of  the  route  by  wiiich  the  enemy  would  approach  it,  and 
the  best  mode  of  resisting  them  ;  I  felt  most  sensibly  for 
nij  country,  and  with  agony  of  mindf  in  my  answer  to 
Colonel  Mtmroe's  note,  proposed,  ifiut  could  my  atrest  be  Wilkinson 
suspended  f  and  my  sword  restored  for  a  short  period,  I  would  fo  (foionel 
take  the  command  of  the  militUif  and  save  tlie  city  or  for-  Monroe  to 
fcit  my  life.    This  was  a  proffer  of  dire  responsibility  at  his  arrest, 

so  late  an  hour ;  but  1  preferred  death  to  inaction  at  such  a'»^lo*^er8 
■  >  •  •  •   I  .  1  .       .  .    .    to  save  the 

a  crtsiR,  and  did  believe,  that  by  covering  the  roads  in  city. 

front  of  the  enemy  with  working  parties^  to  obstruct  them 
by  all  practicable  means,  and  at  the  same  time  falling  on 
tiieir  rear  by  the  new  road  to  Zakiah  swamp,  or  that 
by  St.  Paul's  church,  with  Peter's  artillery,  Stull's,  Da- 
vidson's, and  Dougherty's  riflemen  and  infantry,  and 
fifty  dragoons  ;  whilst  simultaneous  attacks  were  made 
on  Ins  front  and  left  flank,  at  every  exposed  point  or  dif- 
ficult defile,  by  Hying  parties  of  four  or  five  hundred  in- 
fantry, so  stationed  as  to  relieve  each  other  as  the  enemy 
advanced.  1  repeat !  it  was  then,  and  is  still  my  opinion,  Hit  plan 
that  by  such  attacks,  judiciously  couducted  and  vigorous-  ance"aml 
ly  pushed,  if  the  enemy  had  not  retraced  their  steps,  defence, 
they  would  have  crossed  the  Patiixent  at  Nottingham  or 
Pig  Point,  anil  returned  to  their  shipping ;  or  if  they 
had  perscvejTd  in  their  march  against  the  capital,  their 
boats  miglit  liave  been  destroyed,  and  their  retreat  cut  off, 
or  rendered  a  scene  of  carnage.  To  have  assured  this  issue, 
it  was  only  necessary  to  post  the  Baltimore  troops  and  the 
corps  from  Annapolis  at  some  convenient  point,  on  the 
route  between  Queen  Ann  ami  the  Governor's  Bndge,  with 
orders  to  push  heavy  parties  of  observation  to  the  verge  of 

\  .      •  Captain  W.  O'Neil. 

vol.  I.  5  D 
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CHAP.  tiieeuem>'^  camp  in  Marlborougb*  and  to  htM  ihemseWes 
ki  readincM  to  karass  their  rear  in  wliitawwt  dincUon  tli^ 
ttiglii  nurcli  i  and  hare  H  Mjr  be  pvaper.to  mMris^  Utfl 
tbenuuiioif  ^AewAodimdef  AtfJ^  watt  lie  k»lmif»4»* 

taUf"  must  be  reeeiired  with  q«aliflcaUonf  as-the  art  «f 
war  depeiiils  on  an  infinity  of  unforeseen  coutingeiK ies« 
and  therefore  is  not  reducible  to  specific  rules :  it  will 
api^jr  to  annies  iiearijr  on  an  equalitjrf  which  are  ma* 
neuvriiig  for  advantagw^  fmt  Mver  tft  ia  infarior  foice^ 
vlilcht  tboiigh  cMpeteat  to  -harats  ito  adrer«ify>  dm 
Ml  iMisanI  a  geaeral  angageoMiit  Bat  Pmideat  Ma- 
dimm  preferred  to  si,e:naHse  himsrlf  in  a  jiitched  baitie, 
and  as  he  scornci!  t[ie  idea  of  takitig  an  v  ;i(I\  itntag'e  of  his 
antagonist^  he  permitted  biai  aa  undisturbed  marcli  ta 
tbe  Ibaatra  of  jDorabat. 
wilklmon    fiavbi||  received  no  replf  to  woy  nato  to  Coloaiel 


STg  ^m-'  f^f  metropolis  on  tbe  aotb,  being  persaadad 

•vertohif  XVesident  Madison  would  have  hazarded  the  burniu:;  un 
Knaves  the  wholc  district,  sooner  than  discompose  the  liar- 

w&shiof-  gynty  of  thc  cabinet f  by  giving  afieucc  to  Secretary  Aran* 
strong.  I  ata  indeed  shocked  when  I  lake  a  retreapact 
of  tbe  evidanoea  wbicb  foil  under  mj  abaervatlon  at  that 
tise,  of  ibe  terror  in  wblph  that  nilnieter  kept  MonlbMi 
one  great  man  at  Washington  ;  for  I  would  sotuicr  cease 
to  exist,  than  live  in  fear  of  an  ef|ual.  Sick  and  dise^nst- 
edf  I  retired  to  the  mountains  for  the  restoration  oIl  mj 
bealtby  and  therefore  the  seqad  af  tbbi  narratiTe  reato 
apon  the  iaformation  of  aiiiitory  mMh  aotaalljF  tegwad 
in  tbe  some  wbicb  occupy  my  pen.  Hi  vboae  candour  I 
tepose  the  highest  confidence. 
ImAdait  Thc  corpa  of  district  militia,  paraded  at  Washington 
o?tbeii^^  on  the  18th,  was  a  part  of  the  2000  kept  in  a  disposable 
litiik  etalt.aRd  subject  to  Gtmeral  ITiader's  oritn^  as  tiic  Presi* 
deat  toformed  bim  by  bis  regaiar  orgaa  tbe  inb  Jo^  ; 
yet  tUa  part  of  tbe  corps  not  exceeding  laoa  rank  aad 
fite,  was  still  unorganised,  and  Stuil's  company  of  rifle- 
men actually  unarmed ;  tliesc  men  had  been  regularly 
drilled  to  this  arm^  and  they  were  expert  in  the  use  of  it; 
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\ct  neither  the  application  oi  the  Captain,  nor  that  of  CHAP, 
the  General  himself,  could  prevail  on  the  executive  to  in-  ^^^^^ 
dulge  their  wishes  for  their  favourite  weapotiy*  and  that 
oMpaaj  marched  agaitial  the  enemy  without  anUy  l«te 
hi  the  aftemooii  ef  the  SOthw  Geaeral  Wfmkrfe  sHvalfoii  Perpiezi. 
eft  thia  momentf  was  more  than  enough  to  have  emhar-  ^(^^ai 
rasscd  an  officer  of  forty  campaigns,  and  it  was  his  for-  WindM 
tune  to  have  si  rved  but  two.    With  a  respectable  column 
of  veteran  troops  approaching  him,  under  the  conduct  of  ' 
mi  able  General,  and  commanded  by  experienced  offioersi 
General  Winder  ehoold  have  been  firepared  to  mount  Me 
hw&e,  draw  hie  awards  and  advance  upon  the  invaden 
in  such  force  as  woold  have  atsnred  victory.   If  any  part  - 
of  uiy  gallant,  native  state,  were  disaffected,  which  I 
will  not  admit,  20,()UU  ot  t!ic  ardent  patriotic  sons  of  \ 
Virginia^  at  the<  word  of  their  chief  magtBtrate»  would  -  —  > 
have  rallied  aronnd  the  capital  of  their  coMiy  $  why 
the  precaution  wae  not  takeUf  PreaMent  Madlaon  ehonld 
have  answered  to  that  outraged  country;  instead  of 
which,  he  was  sheltered  from  public  reprobation,  by  an 
elaborate,  incorrect,  and  uncandid  congressional  report. 
J3ut  what  waa  the  General's  actual  situation  I  The  intre- 
pid foa  waa  adtanefair^i^^i"  within  threa^la()fM^^ 
when  he  fefond  hkiaelf  wiibeut  men  or  mtfiltol  uiftdttt  and  the 
an  efficient  commiMarlat  quaHer^maat^a  department  or  g*"^^JS!f 
general  staff;  without  depots  of  provisions  or  of  forage, 
or  axes  or  intrenching^  tools,  or  even  flints;  he  had  an 
army  to  levy,  andform^  and  array,  from  the  unorganized 
yeomanry  of  the'  coantry*  ecattered  over  hundreds  and 
hundrede  of  mllee*  Thua  circnmetaneidy  he  had  neither 
tine  for  dellheratlony  nor  flieami  for  opeMttion;  and 
should  this  officer  be  held  responsible  for  consequeftcea  ? 
Forbid  it  justice!  No!  James  Madison,  the  unworthy 
President  of  the  United  States,  was  the  cause  ot  the  dis- 
honour of  hie  coontiy>  in  the  conia|;ratioli  o£  its  capital. 


•  It  aeehui  PiesUcnt  Mtdtion  ptcftmd  to  hare  the  anaa  dwifay* 
edbytheaa»aiy«  sooner  ihan  tn^loy  tkeai  fbr  their  destroallmu 
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CHAP.  His  contempt  of  the  salutary  admonition  contattied  iy 
General  Winder's  letter  of  the  Dtli  July,  ami  various 
other  apjilirations  from  diftbrciit  quarters,  and  Uie  tram- 
BMb  he  imposed  on  that  ol&cer,  were  suflicient  to  iliscoii* 
nge  defencei  but  Ma  punjf  mdwvavet  abortive  propo^ 
sitloii  of  the  17th  JvAft  for  Mimbodyiiis  and  encapipii^ 
at  some  middle  point  between  Baltimore  and  the  dty,  « 
force  not  less  than  2000,  nor  more  than  5000  men/'  from 
a  levy  depending  on  vague  toiiLingencies,  capped  the 
climax  of  imUccility,  and  produced  the  desperate  state 
of  things  which  fealefl  the  triumpii  of  (he  enemy*. ' 
\rovcmeiit  .  From  the  disorfanized  and  ill*proyided  condition  ia 
^rce  flom  whkb  thej  were  founds  tlie  troops  from  the  citjr,  that 
Ind  o'nbe  ^^P^'^^  fi^  ^  ^  riaiii«»s  tmdtr  ike  FrmuknVs  eye 
enecny     for  General  Uindtr-s  ordirSf  could  not  be  pill  iu  laution 
Benedipt  August  in  the  afternoon;  tluv  crossed 

the  Eastern  Branch,  advanced  a  few  miles,  and  encamp- 
fA.  The  enemy  liad  marched  the  same  day ihrni  Benedict 
takinff  the  river  road,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  tiki 
map*  and  liaving  passed  the  difficult  defile  of  Swanson^e 
creek,  tlicy  also  encamped.  On  the  21st,  in  the  morning,  the 
Tolunteers  frr)ni  the  city  were  organized  into  a  regiment, 
4ind  CaptaiabtuU  received  muskets  instead  of  rities;  hut 
the  troops  wei'e.olillged  to  wait  until  near  noon  «for  tlieir 
baggage  and  prorvbriisis  j  they  then  jvo^eSfM^^utd  in  tbe 
evening  reached  tbe  woodryard^  where  they  lialted  ibr  the 
night,  and  the  next  morning  found  themselves  in  want  of 
subsistance.  The  enemy,  in  the  mean  time,  had  advanced 
to  JSuttingiiam  without  molcstaliuii,,  wliere  tliey  met  their 
flotilla  under  Admiral  Cockburnf  and  a|^ain  encamped. 
Trantac-  On  .the  morning  of  thessd,  the  cavalry  of  Laval  and 

the ' 2dof  "^^^^^"^9  8^  ^  wi^>  regular  tro^M  under 
August  lieutenant-Colonel  Scott,  about  400  strong,  wore  ordered  to 
advance  towards  NottingJiam,  aiitl  reached  Odcn's  liouse« 
where  tlicy  were  soon  followed  by  Major  Peter,  with 
kL\  G-ponnders  flying  artillery,  and  a  deiachmcnt  of  abqut 
S50  select  men.  General  Ro$j  marched  frooi  Nottingham 
the  same  morning  by  the  Chapel  road  leadiif  to  tf^^* 
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baroughf  and  on  discovering  the  American  troops,  made  chap. 
a  detachment  to  his  left  to  meet  them,  which  advanced  to  ^^J^}* 
the  foot  of  the  hill  near  Oden's  house^  when  the  Ameri- 
can troops  il  l!  tiacky  and  Iheencmy  resumed  thctr  mai'ch* 
This  was  the  fiist  occasion  irtiich  pmeutsd  for  a  colli- 
sion of  anas,  and  General  Winder  was  preaeal  witii  tlie 
American  troops  ;  but  if  ji  faalt'  was  then  eonunitted,  he 
should  not  be  held  responsible,  because  he  was  attciulud 
hy  a  minister  of  iiit^  cabinet,  an  older  soldier,  by  whui>e 
advice  he  was  doabtleaa  influenced  ;  nor  is  he  to  be  blamed 
for  falling  back  on  the  approach  ;0f  the  endroy»  bfciuose  it 
was  not  his  policy  to  indulge  the  Brttlah  commaader  In  a 
general  action  whicli  he  sought ;  indeed  th«t  was  the  last 
i;reat  error  of  President  Madison.  Jiut  General  Winder  Conduct 

slioiild.  Ill  in\  ludi^aicnu  h.tvr  ni  ticit^d  hibniHiii  hi>{\\,  fben 

-        ^  '  '  Winder 

coniuiarided  by  General  Smii  h  of  the  district  ot  ijolumbia,  should 
which  was  onder  arms  near  the  wood-yard  ready  for  com- 
batf  to  have  gained  the  heiglitson  the  left  of  Charles's  creek^ 
and  as  soon  as  the  enemy  Irad  resumed  their  march  and  pass- ' 
cd  Oden's,  be  should  have  followed  them  and  fallen  on  their 
rear  at  il)<'  liinr  (m-ik  ral  Smidi  ciiLragcd  tlicir  from,  or 
when  their  centre  had  passed  tlic  creek  ;  bui  Uie  enemy 
gave  bim  amore  favourable  opportunity^  by  turning  to  their 
right  soon  after  they  bad  passed  Bishop  Claggett's*  ih'  or- 
der to  cbmmmiicalB  with  the  flotilla  at  Mount  Calvert»  on 
a  road  so  flanked  by  hills  and  ravines,  that  by  a  vigorous 
attack  their  rear  nnj^lil  iiavc  betn  }ji'(tk*:n  luul  cul  be 
fore  tl)rv  <  uuld  fiave  made  frnnl      siiiniui  t  ii  ;  pent  up  in  Its  proba- 
such  narrow  dilhcult  grounds,  and  pressed  in  front  and  ojj'o^^gjjj 
i*ear^  the  effect  of  General  Boss's  discipline  and  nnmberB  Ross, 
would  have  been  impaired^  and  he  must  have  Jieen  crip- 
pled before  he  could  have  extricated  himseify  whilst  the 
American  corps,  with  tlie  country  open  behind  them, 
could  have  witlidr:i\\  :i  at  di    l  i^lioii  ^  and  aiUioiigh  the. 
enemy  might  have  gained  Upper  Marlborough,  it  would 
liave  terminated  their  advance ;  this  is  speculationV.but 
whatever  may  be  its  merits,  i  know  the  corps  of  Scott  ^ 
s(nd  Peters  panted  for  action.,  and  they  simuld  have  teen  S 
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CHAP,  indulged;  in  sucb  circiunstances*  blood  judifiiiHirijr  tu 

'    ptndcil  excites  ennlilioii  and  inspires  oomge. 
^1^^^^    But  General  Winder  Mi  back  on  his  main  body  Mar 
fftUc  baek  tbe  wood^yardy  hum  wlience  b«  retired  to  encamp  at  the 

^am*bocU-  'oii.s:  Old  Fields,  and,  like  all  retrograde  inuveinents  in 
and  Koss  titc  lacc  <it  an  enemy,  this  (lislicarttued  his  men  and  offi- 
t'^T^^r  GtmnJi  &assy  after  his  iaterview  with  Admirsl 

Maribo.  Coeidroni  near  Mount  Pieasanty  proceeded  leisarelj  to 
SSwT't  Maiiboroqghy  vbete  he  tbe  same  day  pitclied  liin 

camp ;  and  Codcbsmy  with  his  barges,  parsned  Barney's 
flotilla,  which  i>ad,  by  order  of  President  Madison,  been 
unroi  tunately  abandoned,  and  was  without  resistance 
blown  up,  when  it  will  be  apparent  to  every  competent 
judge^  tliat»  trom  the  narrowness  of  tbe  channel,  tho 
Commodore  ccoild  haye  defended  hbnselff  and  fsfnlnnd 
any  toating  force  the  enemy  could  have  brongkt  against 
him,  and  his  flanks  w«re  well  secured  by  the  extent  of  the 
marsiiL  S  on  buth  sides  of  the  river.  Thus  the  primary 
object''^  of  the  enemy  would  have  been  baffled^  and  the 
merltonons  services  of  tlie  Commodore  and  his  gallnnt 
crew  would  have  been  enhanced ;  butt  as  if  the  cnrse  of 
heaTsa  accompanied  tbe  aatbavi^  of  President  Madinan» 
his  orders  and  arrangements  blighted  every  hope  and 
blasted  every  expectation. 
iurnc)r  Commodore  Barney,  with  the  men  ot  his  flotilla,  who 
men  jobi  i^ul  been  so  unfortunately  called  ft*om  their  proper  eie* 
tbe  aniiy.  m^nt  to  a  service  fii  which  they  had  Utttawsderstandlng^ 
joinsd  the  troops  at  the  longOldFieidamitfaasady  wUch 
augmented  the  extraordinary  melange  encamped  at  that 
place  to  about  3^00  men  ;  and  with  this  disorganized 
body  General  Winder  rashly  kept  his  position  during  the 
nighty  within  eight  miles  of  four  or  hv  thoasand  veteran 
trsepsy  who  ought  to  have  nmrefaed  upon  and  rsalad  kin* 
The  following  account  from  an  ottear  who  passed  tlia 

•  It  appears  from  tlic  correspondence  of  General  Ros'i  and  Admi- 
rals Cochrane  andCockburn,  that  the  attack  of  \V:isbington  fonned 
a  secondary  consideration,  and  waii  referred  to  contuigtnc  ic s  ;4t  tbe 
time  the  armament  moved  from  Benedict.  See  Ajupcndix,  No.  XIX. 
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night  at  the  Old  Fields  the  i22d  August,  will  give  some  chap. 
idea  of  the  laxity  of  discipline,  and  the  disorder  which  will 
ever  attend  such  heterogeneous  assemblages  of  armed  and 
unarmed  citizens :     The  camp  was  as  open  all  night  as  Dcscrtf- 
a  race  field,  and  the  sailora  and  militia  were  as  noisy  as  x^ncricarT 
if  at  a  fair  ;  you  might  hear  the  countersign  fifty  yards  camp  on 
when  a  sentry  challenged ;  I  made  up  my  mind  that  ifoflbe  22d. 
Ross,  whose  camp  I  had  reconnoiti*ed  in  the  evening, 
was  a  man  of  enterprise,  he  would  be  upon  us  in  the 
course  of  the  night ;  and  being  determined  to  die  like  a 
trooper's  horse,  I  slept  with  my  shoes  on  ;  but  I  was  de- 
ceived, and  about  one  o^cIock  Secretary  Jones  and  Mr. 
Rush  called  on  General  Winder,  and  informed  him  the 
President  was  in  the  neighbourhood,  in  consequence  of 
which  a  body  guard  of  a  company  of  regulars  were  or- 
dered to  the  Trcsident's  quarters.    About  two  o'clock, 
Mr.  Loughborough,  at  the  head  of  thirteen  volunteers, 
came  to  the  General's  quarters  on  horseback  ;  they  were 
equipped,  and  offered  their  services. 

General  Stansbury's  brigade  of  Baltimore  militia  had 
reached  Bladensburgh  the  evening  before ;  the  distin- 
guished revolutionary  veteran  Colonel  Beall,  with  a  body 
of  militia  from  Anna])olis ;  and  the  5th  regiment  of  Bal- 
timore volunteers,  with  a  party  of  riflemen,  were  under 
march  for  the  same  place.  In  this  situation  of  his  corps.  President 
President  Madison  joined  his  main  body  at  the  long  Old  J^J^'^g" 
Fields,  with  his  suite,  excepting  Colonel  Monroe,  who  his  army, 
was  performing  active  service  on  scout,  and  I  understand 
had  been  very  nearly  made  prisoner  the  evening  before 
at  Nottingham.  The  troops  were  turned  out  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the*  23d,  and  reviewed  by  their  commander  in 
chief,  whose  martial  appearance  gladdened  every  coun- 
tcnance  and  encouraged  every  heart ;  on  seeing  the  Pre- 
sident before  them,  the  trust  attached  to  exalted  stations 
inspired  the  troops  with  confidence;  looking  up  to  him 
as  the  fountain  of  wisdom  and  intelligence,  the  source  of 
judgment  and  disci*etion,  the  idea  of  fighting  under  his 
♦jrdcrs  dissipated  every  apprehension  ;  for  when  the  so- 


Digitized  by  Google 


ym  M&MOttS  BY 

CHAP,  vtmgn  exposes  Ids  permh       ^       sq  ktM  ms  mt  i» 

^^[^[[^1^  It  appem  trfim  Admiral  Cockbam^s  latter  of  the  srft 
Cock-      Auguaty  to  Admiral  Cochranvt  ilmt  he  vent  the  moniii^ 

corrospon.  August  from  Mount  Calvert  to  .Marlboroogli, 

4(M»cc  rc-  to  confer  witli  Genera!  Ross,  wiili  respect  to  ulterior 

frpwd.  to 

'  opcratiuusy  that  thejr  proiupUy  (letcrmiaed  to  march 
against  Wasliington,  and  agreed  that, the  amy  ahmiM 
advancet  and  the  sailore  and  marine  artlUetyy  then  at  P||^ 
Point*  flhould  be  ordered  forward*  to  join  them  at  the 

encampment  of  the  night;  the  marines  of  the  ships  to  be 
left  at  Marlborough  for  tlic  protoctitm  oi  their  sick,  laaie. 
General    provision  and  water  craft.    In  consequence  of  ibis  reso- 
moves  five  iution.  General  Ross  moved  five  miles  out  of  Maribo- 

S^Mftribo  ^  ^  Ficidf  and  encamped, 

^lOQgh  and  HO  doubt  to  give  time  for  the  oatiorB  and  marine  artillery 
tJictupf.      gel;       ani]  to  see  what  effedt  his  movement  would 

produce  on  the  American  army.    Major  Peter,  with  fiis 
detachment,  liad  been  sent  out,  after  the  review  of  the 
commander  in  chief  in  the  morning,  to  feel  the  enemy  at 
Marlborough ;  lie  met  tiieir  advanced  guard  a  mile  or 
two  from  that  place*  slclrmiahed  with  it»  and>.witheut 
consequences,  fell  back  to  the  Old  Ftdda.   The  com- 
mander iu  cliitl  aiui  his  suite  remained  in  camp  with  the 
troops  until  eveningr  in  the  expectation  of  an  action,  witli 
which  he  would  doubtless  have  been  gratified,  but  for  the 
reasons  before  stated.  It  appears  that  in  tfie  course  of 
the  daj*  the  commander  expressed  a  desire  for  a8pfe4y 
concentration  of  his  forces,  and  that  General  Wiiuler 
endeavoured  to  give  effect  to  the  proposition  ;  from  this 
disposition  it  seems  manifest,  that  President  Madison 
sought  a  general  action*  certainly  not  because  the  chancxa 
of  a  fovourable  result  were  on  the  side  of  the  Amertcaa 
corps,  composed  as  it  was  of  soldiers*  sailors*  tnarinea^ 
drafted  militia,  and  volunteers,  men  and  officers  perfect 
sii  aiigers  to  each  other,  ui  (xcjieral  raw  and  uuiiisi  ipliri^, 
and  who  had  never  trod  a  ticlU  ot  battie,  or  looked  an 
enemy  in  the  face ;  would  such  amass^  hurried  and  had- 
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(lied  togetUer^  without  preconcert  of  arrangement,  lia?e  chap. 
been  able  to  combat,  5vitli  effect,  a  suporior  force  of 
veterans  led  by  able  and  experienced  officei*8?  Military 
men  will  answer  in  the  ne?ativo.    But  the  President  too  President 
late  pefMived,  that  he  had  by^liis  improvidence  and  ne-  co^cen°*^ 
;;lect  fommitted  the  capital  of  his  country,  and,  like  a  ^^c*  ^i* 
desperate  gambler,  determined  to  hazard  all  on  a  single  deter* 
throw;  he  thcrefoi'c  proposed  to  commit  his  fellow  citi- ""'"^^ 

general 

/ens  to  an  unequal  conflict^  regardless  of  their  lives,  and  action, 
to  trust  to  accident  or  good  fortune  for  the  preservation 
of  tlio  metropolis  and  his  own  honour.    I  can  no  other- 
wise account  for  his  proposition  to  concentrate  his  forco 
at  the  long  Old  Fields,  and  receive  the  enemy  on  a  plain; 
for,  with  the  addition  of  General  Stansbury's  brigade,  he 
could  not  have  fought  more  tiian  4500  men  of  all  arms^ 
as  the  MTi  regiment  of  Baltimore  volunteers,  and  the  mU 
iitia  from  Annapolis,  could  not  have  got  up  in  season. 
But,  if  instead  of  this  vain  idea  of  concentration,  General  General 
AVinder's  plan  of  menacing  the  enemy's  left  flank  had  plan  of 
been  pushed  a  little  further.  General  Ross  would  incvi-  operations 
tably  have  been  obliged  to  retrograde,  the  corps  at  the 
Old  Fields  miglit  then  have  harassed  his  rear,  and  it  re- 
quires little  penetration  to  discern  what  would  have  been 
the  consequence. 

A  different  course  was  pursued,  the  commander  inThePrcal- 
rliief  retired  to  his  palace,  and  the  troops  very  judiciously 
broke  up  their  camp  at  the  Old  Fields,  and  followed  him  the  troop:; 
»cr«)8s  the  fiasteni  Brunch,  orders  having  been  previous-  [^jjjj^^ 
ly  transmitted  to  Staivsbury,  Beail,  and  the  5tii  regiment 
of  Baltimore  volunteers,  to  take  post  near  Bladensburgh. 
It  liasht^n  brought  as  a  charge  against  General  Winder, 
and  the  military  committee  appointed  to  gloss  over  the 
conduct  of  President  Madison,  and  screen  him  from  pub- 
lic condemnation,  have  deemed  it  worthy  of  notice,  that 
th«'  march  from  the  Old  Fields  was  somewhat  hurried 
and  disorderly,  as  if  it  were  possible  to  conduct  the  re-  The  dis- 
treat  of  a  botly  of  irregulars,  under  cover  of  tlie  nit;hl,  ^^^^^j^^ 
with  regularity  and  order;  surely  the  honourable  chair-  from  the 
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CHAP,  nail  of  iliat  cMimtttoe  moet  li«re  kmm.  ilttt  kis 

^^^^J^  .gallant  volunteers,  the  meritorious  conquerors  of  Tecum' 
Old  rici.]s  times,  even  in  day-lie^ht,  keep  their 

accoimud  ranks  dressed  with  [irccisiony  or  tbcir  iUes  doted  to  rcgu- 
lar  distance;  indeed^  constdering  the  mockeiy  oC  the 
Presidential  pageant  and  pther  curcumstaaoest  it  is  matter 
of  wonder  that  tlie  General  afaonld  be  aUe  to  keep  the 

men  to.i^ether  in  any  order. 

tentionof  "^'^^  ^°    general  action  qv  a  cnniinucd  Jlight^  these 

attacking  were  the  very  movments  the  British  General  most  dc- 
t;)c  Ante-  ^ireii .  y,ey  consnmniated  to  wisbea  and  miioved  aU 

ric«ui 

canip.  Mnidbtjf  by  patting  hla  rear  and  flanka  is  safety)  aivl» 
placing  the  whole  force  of  hla  adTensary  in  his  fntat ;  i 

am  well  assured  by  the  inhabitants  tii.a  Ucnii  al  Ross's 
patroles  were^  before  midnight^  on  the  ground  which  had 
been  abandoned  by  the  American  troops,  and  that  it  was 
his  intention  to  have  attacked  tbeni  before  day*  if  they 
had  continued  stationary ;  be  this  as  it  may»  hecert^ly 
understood  the  nature  of  the  ground  General  Winder 
occupied,  and  the  order  of  his  enciiuipineat,  which  was 
readily  procured  by  spies.  I  uudei'Stand  tlic  intercourse 
between  the  hostile  camps,  at  only  eight  miles  distance^ 
could  not  be  so  strictly  restrained  as  it  ought  to  have 
been ;  one  of  these  "wretcheSf  a  native  resident  near 
Marlborough,  was  apprehended  in  the  camj),  while  the 
commander  in  chief  was  in  the  act  of  reviewinc^  his 
troops;  lie  was  committed  ibr  trial,  and  it  is  generally 
believed  would  have  been  convicted*  if  President  Madison 
had  not  interposed  a  ndi  pmequip  to  rescue  him  from  the 
justice  of  his  country. 

The  best  iulormation  I  have  been  able  to  procure,  gives 

American  thc  following  disposition  to  the  adverse  troops  during  the 
Si^u  ^^^^  ^  August.*  The  main  body  of  the  Ameri* 

of  the  23d.  can  army  io  the  city  near  the  lower  bridge  of  the  Eastern 
Branch ;  Stansbuiy's  brigade  of  mllitiUf  the  5th  regiment 
of  Baltimoi'c  volunteers,  about  100  riflemen,  and  two 
companici*  of  artillery  irom  the  same  place  near  Bladens- 

•  See  Alias,  ^  j.  XVI. 
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tasfcl  0«lMiilBBdl»irHksi«giMl«riirf^  omat. 
m  UttddliMd  point  in  the  Mtf^bmiriiofMl     tliA  W«itoni 

1) ranch  of  tli(^  l*attixonf,  siip[K>scd  to  be  iicaHv  equidistant 
from  Murlbomiii^li  atui  liladonsliur,i^h»  aTitl  not  ncaicr  thaii 
nineniilcH  to  cither.  Tiiu  Bi^l^b  armvoK  UpiedjUivivCMpip 
Mif  the  long  OJd  Fieid8»  two  hundred  Mp  wmvm  wler 
ootttouid  of  Cafitain  Rohjns*  were  fltattened  at  Merihe- 
roij^li^  aiMi  their  water  craft  was  left  at  Mouo^fCalvert. 
Tlicrc  ran  1)0  no  iIduIiL  this  was  an  iiijudii  inns  dispo.siticm 
of  t!ic  American  forces  ;  but  is  C^onoral  AVinder  to  ba 
condemned  for  it^  1  tlaak  not ;  hcLauseJt^reetdefii  Madi- 
«on»  by  QT|png  a  concentration  o£  tiie  corpse  when  ee  re« 
certtly  in  camp,  at  the  long  Old  Fielda»  had  clearly  indU 
catfd  liis  <k'tei  ruiniv1iori  toli7  the  issue  of  a  .q^ncral  action, 
ajid  the  (ii^ricral  apj)ears  to  h.i\e  cxei  leil  cv<'ry  nerve  to 
give  eifcct  to  liiti  plan,  in  l  ircunHtances  at  once  ])erp1uiC« 
Ing  and  eqtiivocal,  none  but  a  soldier  habituated  to  subor- 
dination^ can  feel  the  influence  of  an  intimation  from  a  su- 
perior, or  Interpret  the  force  of  his  opinion.   The  proxi- 
mity iA'  ihe  emMoy  and  tlie  position  of  the  American 
li''i'-i)s,  iuihiule  the  sca^'oiahlo  (•r)nccntratiou  at  tlic  ioni; 
Old  l^  iL'hls  ;  yet  the  views  of  the  President  were  not  to 
bo  abandoned^  and  (ienerai  Winder  fell  back  witiiin  five 
miles  of  the  point,  where  the  auxiliary  corps  had  been 
ordered  to  rendexvous.   I  place  myself  in  General  Win- 
<Um'*s  situation,  and  reason  from  what  would  have  been 
iiiv  awn  iiei.iMi<ois  in  a  similar  case.    L»ut  if  1  had  com- 
manded  at  the  (ild  Fields^  with  liberty  to  exercii^e 
my  own  judgment,  i  should  have  offered  the  enemy 
a  free  passage  to  the  city,  instead  of  attempting  to 
4) pose  him  in  a  pitched  battle*  with  a  body  of  citizens, 
wiLiioul  or.u:aui/.ation  or  discipline,  nirn^  tenths  of  whom 
iiad  never  seen  a  priminj^  burnt  in  hostility,  ami  the 
whole  of  them  strangers  to  an  order  ol"  battle ;  and  ha- 
zarding every  tSiing  on  my  own  discretion,  i  should  have 
preferred  the  very  judicious  design  of  General  Winder^  Ci^i  crai 
picposed  loi-  Die  corps  of  Stansbury,  Bcall  and  Stcrrctt,  ,V^!,V.'-V']p, 
\slui  orders  to  (hosi;  onicers  to  precipitate  themselves  proved, 
npou  Marlboro ULjh,  i  at  up  the  mariiiea,  and  destroy  tho 
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CHAP,  stores  at  that  (lace  at  cUij-brcak  Uie  ^Atkf  and  ta  )ii'es6 
fonrani  ftl  tb«  Wfee  tiMia  an  dite  fwrift  witli »  i%w  HM 


pietmp  to  cairtim  ^  ibik  tlift  water  onft  ai  Maaal  CM- 

▼vrt.  HaTtii<  I  (infilled  thew  WMiggntnta  to  tlia  vkmm^ 
tiim  <»f  a>»!e  and  intclllj^nt  ofHr^^rs,  as  guoii  as  iiii^lit-iallj 
I  would  have  cleai*efl  tlic  vicinity  oli  my  camp  of  all  ob« 
8flrf4»Vt  and  posM  a  keavf  picket  aC  aliaerf atlon^  with 
other  ope.  ft|oH  patitilei,  to  v6i^  af  tlie  anetfijr^  padtttoni  I 
^mmLd'^l^vM  ttMA  iNiva  *awii  aff  apan  tlial*MiA<lN 

•d,  and  wards  Alexandria,  until  I  fbll  in  with  that  which  leads 
dent  con'  directly  lo  Uppi'i'  .Marlbni*o!i^h»  and,  ^^  itll  (he  necessary 
M(|ueiic«».  pifecaations  to  prevent  surprise,  my  men  should  there  liaira 
itpdaed  oa  IMr  ariM*  WitiMi«totber|i»%vfai<m  ^t  wirti 
tlit»jr  curried  on  iMr  backiy  Mi  witlMt  Meewm  bat 
tliek-  depot  at  M^ribortrngh,  aad  tbair  WMir  cfalt  at 
Mount  Calverty  independent  of  the  appfehehtions  ex- 
cited by  this  ruse  de  guetre^  the  attack  oi  General  Stans* 
Inirjr  woiiHl  bave  beea  Ibe  ai|;nal  fot*  General  Roasto  fltU 
barb*  and  I  aboalil  bavaAcconpanied  bia$  wblieoaraul^ 
at  Marlborou^*  barinif  done  tbeir  baailieiB  at  tbat  plictl 
woi  lil  liHvc  rctitctl,  obstfiicting  the  nmdsy  and  taken 
posst.ssjan  of  H»f>se  difficult  heij^hts  on  (hp  riglit  of 
Charles's  creek,  to  oppose  and  harass  the  British  Gene- 
ral in  frontf  whilst  the  maia  body  prised  lite  rear^'and 
tbo  effect  would  bave  been  to  crippiftguid  dfagraco  him 
oeieosf.  w 

But  I  will  suppose  the  attack  on  General  Ross's 
rear  at  M;n  lliorou.i^h  had  failed  to  indu(  c  him  t«  retro- 
grade, and  tliat  he  had  pressed  forward  for  tite  city  | 
fifty  dragoons  with  their  regiaieotal  aHest  woald  bate 
saiBced  to  obalnicl  ibe  brUtgea  la  season  $  the  ciirps  aft 
Marlborough  could  liavo  dosed  In  on  bis  HgbtHlnk,  anft 
the  iDciiii  I'odj)  ^^ould  have  found  Www  so  imucU  ciiiplov  in 
rear,  as  to  previut  his  front  from  progressing  rapidly* 
j^hc  poiirv  and  the  longer  be  pcrsevoired,  the  more  desperate  woidi 
M  thcf ' have  become  bla  condiliom  lo  fitte»  it  wotdd  iiava  beea 
enemy  as         hoitouraUe  to  bftvo  barasBod  blia  Into  the  city,  tfaaH 

he  ciucreu  %  tn%    *  \ 

the  capi-  to  fly  before  him }  and  if  he  had  entered  it  under  such  cir- 
tal.        cumstanccs^  the  whole  country  wout  i  have,  beea  up  in 
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Arms  against  hiiu,  aiHl  he  would  nevor  bave  got  back  to  chap. 
llaa  shipping* 

Biii«ite  tmrnhig  of  iht  ftttnl  Mk  wni^Hfjud  we  fini  ""^^^^^ 
Fi^46Ht  M«4lii>ii  Mi4  Ikis  oaMn^  samylnf  the  lowvr 
Md.i^  nf  tl»  Bislehi  Bimeht  tilif  «  mile  King*  whh  the 

main  buiI?  Df  the  army  arrayed  for  da  defence.    1  have 
never  Wen  able  in  acrotmt  for  the  infatuatioiiy  which  cotild 
have  produced  the  appreheiiaion*  that  the  enemy  would 
iMMUpt  Hm dij     tliil  foiilei      if  a  ficmk  had  notnefta^ 
iMi  raMfNt  Ma  brMga  waaM  iMvt  leeii  ftraM  Maref^^''^^^'^ 

Mkattttian  that  of  Lobi  $  beeauM  It  could  hata  been  en-  enemjrbjr 
filadvd  by  the  porpendicular  iire  of  a  triple  range  of  heavy  {^'j^  JjJJ?'*' 
cannon^  and  by  rrofis fit*e»  from  above  and  below  itf  and  it    1  the 
oeoM  alio  bata  been  flanked  by  an  armed  schooner  aad  a  d^'lh^ 
ilooyofwar^agiatiieatN—|beiidcaitliadadrawaea>  U  demon. 
tfM  wesCarn  miy  wliieK  ^"rhea  raieed«  would  lia¥e  fotTOd  *^^^^ 
aa  faaynaiabiii  barrier^  and  if  pierced  wHh  a  doable  range 
of  loop  holes,  would  hare  furnished  a  safe  cover  tor  tUe 
diitructive  fire  of  muekeUryy  to  which  that  of  two  or 
tbiaa  tboooaad  iaf(iiiti7»  froti  tha  thara  aad  the  bank» 
coald  bava  baea  addidi  bat  If  wa  abatraot  tmry  spedea 
af  aiiflsHa  webpon,  tMe  ^ffte  ceukl  hM  baea  eflbctaaHy 
obetructcd,  by  half  a  dozen  axemen  in  an  hour^  or  by  a 
single  Individual  witii  a  few  barrrls  of  powder  in  five 
lalaabse.  To  suppose  that  an  experienced  officer  with 
ah  accurate  nai^#  of  the  country  befefb  hlM>  and  a  Imaa^ 
Mga  of  tha  obetacles  whtck  tnlgbl  ba  afipnoed  lo  bbi 
march,  sbadM  without  artiUMPy  atteai|it  the  |^age  of  a 
defile  thu§  euscepttble  of  defence,  betrayed  an  excess  of 
folly  bordering  on  Intanity. 

Tet  notwithstanding  the  glaring  impossibility  of  pass* 
ing  tha  fiuMOirh  firaach  bjr  IMb  bHdga#  fhe  napient  Pre- 
oldent  M  aiHeii)  aad  tha  Mge  InMraetar  af  yoaag  general^^ 
after  tlic  most  gnivc  scrutiny  of  all  circumstances,  were  pro- 
foundly iniprrsscd  t\4th  the  opinion,  that  the  British  Gene- 
lal  wouhl  certainly  inake  bis  attwpt  againdt  the  capital  by 

•  ?«C  Admiral  Cocbrane's  LKter,  Appendix,  No.  XIX. 
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CHAP,  that  route ;  and  to  put  this  fact  beyond  doubt,  I  will  quote 
«n  extract  from  a  letter  of  an  officer  of  character,  rank  and 
I^ttMof  M»telligence,  at  that  time  in  the  scrvico:  "During  tfie 
an  nfHccr  moming  of  tbe  24 til,"  says  be,  **  I  was  repeatedly  in  tli6 
t^u^^^'        of  Genena  Winder,  near  the  lower  bridge  on  the 
quoted.    Eastern  Brancb»  where  I  found  the  President,  the  Secreta- 
ries of  War  and  the  Navy,  and  the  Attorney -general  as- 
sembled, lo  deliberate  on  the  state  of  tijinirs,  and  aid  llio 
Geniei'ui  v.  ith  their  counsel.  Of  this  1  was  ignorant  at  tho 
time,  and  obswving  no  privacy  in  their  deliberations,  the 
interest  I  took  in  the  public  welfare,  prompted  me  to  oh- 
trade  some  of  my  own  ideasy  more  especially  as  a  palpa- 
biy erroneous  opinion  .ippuai'cd  topi'cvail,  tliat  Un- ciiemy 
would  approach  by  that  brid;j:c.  and  that  the  troops  ought 
therefore  to  be  detained  where  they  were  to  defend  it,  I 
foU  anxious  they  should  move  to  Biadensburgh  early,  and 
unite  with  the  militia  which  had  arrived  from  Baltimore, 
because  it  would  require  a  great  deal  of  time  to  post  the 
men  advanlai^eously,  and  to  communicate  tlie  orders  and 
instructions  how  to  act,  according  to  the  various  chances 
and  events  of  battle.   It  seemed  mere  foily  to  expect  the 
enemy  by  tbe  way  of  the  bridge,  where  a  dozen  men^ 
with  half  an  hour's  notice,  by  destroying  it  might  arrest 
their  progress*   Gtnttal  Jimutnmg  iuggesled  thef  might 
lay  a  bridge  of  pontoons;  I  answered,  it  was  impossible  ; 
to  7vhich  he  replied  with  a  siiccff  that  the  word  impossible 
was  not  lo  be  found  in  the  military  vocabulary.   The  mm 
Mii^  that  an  army,  certainly  short  of  7  or  8000  meot 
destitute  as  we  knew  them  to  he  of  horsea  to  transport 
their  artillery  and  ba^^ge,  could  notwithstanding  con- 
trive to  carry  an  equipage  of  ponluuns,  sufficient  for  lay- 
ing a  bridge  across  a  river,  near  half  a  mile  wide,  de- 
monstrated that  General  Armstrong's  knowledge  of  pon* 
toon  bridges  extended  not  much  b^ond  the  name. 

The  conversation  at  General  Winder's  quarters  dur* 
ing  the  morning  was  rather  desoltorv  ;  firtt  one  fugges- 
lion  was  made  and  commented  on,  and  llicn  another;  no 
idea  seemed  to  be  enkvtaincd  that  it  was  necessarn  to  come 
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iiistanllij  (>i  a  decision  how  ivc  should  ad,  and  to  sci  inime'  CHAP. 

XVI. 

diatdij  uhuitt  it,  when  1  mentioned  the  certainty  of  tho  ^^^.^jj^ 
enemy  approaching  by  the  route  oi'  Bladciisburgh,  in 
preference  to  the  brid^  and  the  expediency  of  taking 
post  there  without  any  further  delay.  I  observed  my 
opinion  to  produce  some  effect  on  the  mind  of  tlie  Freei- 
dent ;  by  ilie  otiici.s  ii  was  not  inucli  i  cijarded. 

*'  Iiasten  the  movement  to  Bfadtiisburgh,  I  was 
wiiiiug,  with  a  single  field  piece  and  u  few  men,  to  mako 
myself  answerabie  for  the  defence  of  the  bridge.  Bnt  the 
flotilla  men  and  marines  had  placed  some  pieces  of  heavy 
cannon  on  the  rising  ,^roand  above  the  bridge,  and  seem- 
ed iLiiarious  of  Uio  iitnidiir  of  dt'rcnding  the  post.  This 
corps,  1  understood,  was  not  subject  to  General  Winder's 
orders;  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Navy  had  the  nomincd 
redion  of  it,  hot  it  was  actually  under  iht  command  of  the 
FresidenL  It  is  to  be  regretted  a  practice  so  deservedly 
exploded  as  that  of  emph)ying  men  under  more  than  one 
independent  chief,  where  a  nnitod  eUurl  was  required^ 
should  have  prevailed  at  that  crisis/' 

Hero  then  we  have  a  practical  demonstration  of  the  Pmof  of 
chief  command  of  President  Madison  on  this  memorable  BbdiMn's 
day;  for  if  General  Winder  directed  the  horse»  foot^*^^  . 
and  artillery,  it  is  manifest  he  had  no  coiitro!  over  liic 
marines  and  flotilla  men,  eflicient  corps  oi  the  army, 
and  it  will  not  be  deuied»  that  i'resident  Madison  did 
command  the  whole. 

Whilst  the  day  was  thus  wasted  in  idle  discussions  and  General 
fluctuating  councUs,  which  seemed  to  increase  with  the  ^^chc^ 
pressure  of  danger,  the  Ilritish  General,  to  .save  his  ^or  Bla- 
truops  as  much  as  possible  from  the  excessive  heat, ^■^'*'5b 
had,  at  an  early  hour,  put  tiiem  in  motion^  directly 
for  Bladensburghy  twelve  miles  from  his  camp^  and  pass- 
ed the  long  Old  Fields  about  4  o'clock  A.  M.  at  8  miles, 
hardif  an  howf^s  ride,  from  the  position  of  the  American 
corps,  la  arthe  Eastern  Branch  y  and  yet  the  comuiandcr 
in  cliicf  had  no  intimation  of  this  decisive  movement  un- 
til about  11  o'clock.   The  interval  of  seven  hours  had 
been  consumed  in  entire  inaction^  or  inconclusive  delibc- 
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.  CSHAF.  rations  ;  can  wc  have  a  rao  re.  am  is  fiu  lory  evidence  o  I  tli^ 
imbecility  aiui  irrmiutkmof  FrcsiUi^at  MailiaoH ;  bia  ia« 
fiitiifttM*  k  «o  aniisingt  llitt  could  fait  fiUtrloluiiii  be  qiM» 
d^nt'sT '  ^  vtimttoii  fer  the  i)maiatb%  faa  nighl: 
noIUcc^of  ^  siwpected  of  ti^icliery. 

tbeene-  I  Andfi'.st;iM(l  that  Colcmel  ^Ifinrric,  wlio  certainly  foP 
my  s  ap- 

pmclu     a  gentiemaii  of  dis  yeai's,  manite«tcd  great  zeal  and  ac« 
tivity^  was  still  on  scouts  and  bad  mmgkt  repose  on  the 
of  tbe  fiSdy  wida  of  tba  wmj,  at  tbt  seat  of  mj 
late  PMpected  fl4c«dy  the  vanaraUe  vovalatUiiiary  patriot^ 

Osborn  Sprigg,  But  soon  after  he  entci-ed  the  hos- 

pitable mansion  of  ?Sortiiampton,  an  express  advised  him 
of  the  enemy's  advanre  towards  General  Winder's  caaip^ 
ia  consMioence  of  which  lio  ioMBediatalj  mounted  bis 
Mr.  Score  imrao  and  proceeded  for  the  metropoUaj  aad  bMing  In 
^^pro^"  with  Qenerai  Stansbnry  as  he  fiaesed  Biadenibnrf|^»  he 


advised  liun  Ut  nuin  h,  t^airi  tlu'  cnemv  »  rear,  and  nltack 
General  '  '  .  ,    •  • 

J>tnnsbiiry  li»n),  as  the  oiily  inemis  ot  savuii^  tJio  cily  ^  luicI  tnii  was 

thj'^'^  the  tirst*  last»  and  only  salutary  proi)o6ition»  exceptin|; 

mfB  mr,  the  idea  ettggested  by  General  Winder  the  eame  daj# 

Id^^'itrs^'  which  I  have  heard  of,  daring  the  advamso  of  the  enony ; 

orders.  hut  General  Stansbnrf  being  under  orders  to  bold  his 
position  at  Bladeiisbui  gh.  he  was  nrU  at  liberty  to  change 
ity  except  by  the  authority  of  his  legitimate  superior.  At 
tills  time,  General  Stansbury  occupied  the  heights  of 
Bladensbui^h  in  d/*  but  as  Is  coninon  to  raw  troopa 
in  alert  situations^  a  false  alarm  took  place  about  aid- 
night,  which  caused  the  corps  to  stand  to  its  arms,  until 
two  Iu4  k  P.  M.  wheo  ini'onnation  being  received  from 
General  Winder,  that  he  had  retired  to  the  city  by  the 
Saaiem  Branch  bridge;  to  guard  against  the  enterprise 
of  tlio  enemy*  Oenerai  Stansbury  detenoinSl  to  place  the 
iFlNagc  between  the*  and  his  corps,  and  accordingly 
fitr.ick  his  camp  and  crossed  to  the  opposite  heights.  This 
alarm  and  movement  broke  tiic  i  so  of  these  c  itizen 
aoldiors,  some  of  t])em  already  worn  down  with  fatigue^ 
and  contributod  to  unAt  them  for  action  the  next  day. 

•See  AUmj  ^o•  XVII. 
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I  derive  Ibe  following  particulars  from  an  officer  of  tke  chap. 
Baltimore  corps,  a  maa  of  respectabilitgr  aadhoBoar  >^ 

At  earij  dajr-liglit  on  the  moraing  of  tbe  5Mb»  the  Jjj^^^^^ 
€oiiimaiid  of  Ckneral  Stansbury  were  rooted  and  marched  of  General 
towards  \Vasliin.:^Luri,  ns  I  iimlci  stood  by  an  order  from  ^^I^ 
llcad-quarters,*  and  wliei»  witliin  two  or  three  miles  of  coioiMiid. 
the  city,  lialted  and  took  a  hasty  breakfast ;  after  which 
they  received  orders  to  countermarch  to  BJadenahniigfa  ; 
the  road  was  extremely  diistjr  and  the  day  excessively 
hot,  which  caosed  j^at  fatijs^ie  to  men  unaccustomed  tn 
JiHrdsliips,  who  were  all  luuth  dispirited  by  tbe  apparent 
indecision  at  head-quartci*8»  and  tiieir  ignorance  of  tho  ^  * 
enemy's  strength,  pueition,  or  movements;  expectiAg^ 
however,  from  general  rumonr,  that  they  were  advancing 
towards  Bladensborgfa,  lAe  prwdpal  qffken  eenohnM  to  Formation 
form  a  line  fronting  the  village,  with  tbcir  right  resting 
on  the  Washiuj^ton  road,  aod  about  half  a  mile  from  tjic 
bridge,  in  tit,  nty  n,*t  they  also  posted  four  iicld  pieces  witit 
the  Baltimore  artllleiy,  and  a  small  battalion  of  rifle*' 
men  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  bridge^  in  k,  U 
ikii  iock  place  betwein  11  amd  IS  o*elocfc,  at  whkh  tme 
these  troops  knew  not  whert  tkc  rtDinindcr  uj'  tlic  ami/  tV(iSf 
Of  of  ivUal  number  it  consisted,  for  theij  Iiad  seen  no  pnrtoj 
U ;  nor  did  they  know  how  or  by  whom  they  were  to  bo 
svpported  or  assisted,  nor  were  they  eertOM  by  whom  tkef 
were  to  be  commanded  w  the  engagemetUf  whidk  they  now 
knew  was  soon  to  take  ptace ;  as  a  Jew  horsemen  had  just 
come  tw,  and  reported  the  eneimj  at  two  or  three  mUrs  dis* 
tancCf  under  marclu   JiboiU  this  timef  ColonU  Laval,  wiUi 
his  regalor  CMlhf,  and  Colonel  Tilghman,  wUh  a  ngi* 
meal  of  mUHia  light  hone,  arrived,  and  took  post  to  tk$ 
kftofthe  Hmoi  lAeif  were  foUowed  hij  the  FresidosUasidkio  Afrivil«f 

Preiident 

...  Madison 
*  Genera)  Winder  eontradicts  tbis  ttatementiii  oil  OfemtiTe  to  the  and  hit 

coemiittee  of  congress ;  yet  in  each  in  anomaloot  command,  the  suite,  and 

thing  might  ham  happened  wilhovt  hii  knowled^ ;  the  fact  may,  I  ^^ppro^ch 

think,  be  fairly  presumcdt  beeaui^  if  General  Staasbury  had  de-  ^qJqiv. 

Kited  hia  poat  ander  such  cir«unitaneea,  he  surdy  vonid  h«fe  been 

afieated. 

tSaeAtlaa,  yo.X?ir. 

VOIi.  h  ff  F 
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ministerSf  andOenerfd  JVindcr  and  his  suite  ;  and  soouafier 
a  cloud  of  dust  in  the  boath-cast  announced  the  mar  ap^ 
proach  of  tfie  enany^  whose  glitUring  arms  betrayed  them, 
btfm-e  tlte^  exhitnUd  ih€m9elve9  <nk  Ito  o^^oritt  Imghts  flf 
BladintkurgL  No  change  had  heen  made  hioyrli«e» 
ijor  did  any  more  men  appear  to  sepport  us,  except  a 
rompany  of  iMLnitry  M'hicb  was  posted  ncai-  Uie  lattery 
ill  It  uiid  a  company  oi'  artiUery  w  itli  three  pieces^  wUiclft 
took  post  on  the  left  of  the  Baltimoro  volunteers^  in  0| 
biit  we  were  ioformed  that  another  line  would  he  SamBit 
Id  ,our  rear»  composed  of  regulars  and  militia^  whkb 
could  not  be  seen  by  us  ! This  account  of  wy  corres- 
pondent aj^recs  in  the  main,  witli  those  1  have  received 
from  others,  aad  does  tiot  disagree  essentially  with  the 
report  of  the  coeiniittee  el  coogrees,  except  tluit  the  lat- 
ter gave  the  batleiy  six  Instead  of  four  piecee»  o»d  the 
former  omila  the  active  agency  of  Cokmel  Ni«reef  in 
forming  the  line  and  disposing     the  cavalry. 

The  divany  willi  the  President  at  its  hcad>  which  we 
Mt  in  coneultaiion  at  the  £aatern  Branch,  although  dc<» 
tenmncd  that  the  enemy  should  attempt  that  paes^  diaoa*^ 
vered  about  10  o'clock  that  the  cavalry  covid  he  apaied 
from  tlic  expected  conflict^  they  were  accordingly  order- 
ed to  repair  to  Bladensburglu  and  import  to  General 
Staosburyj  by  antecedent  drudgery  and  the  want  of  fo- 
rage^ the  dragoon  horses  had  been  broken  dowoj  end 
when  the  squadron  of  regulars  reached  the  poeilien  of 
the  troops  from  Baltimore^  the  enemy  were  descending 
the  heights  of  Uladcuhbur^h,  and  General  Stansbury  was 
sought  for  in  vair>;  but  Colonel  Moiuuc  Ijajip  ried  to  be 
at  band  to  relieve  the  embarrassincnt^  and  led  the  cavalry 
across  the  Held  in  the  rear  of  Staiisbui^j  and  posted  them 
Ml  a  hollow  at  89  where  they  were  securely  covered  from 
the  fire  of  the  enemy,  bat  cootd  not  move  wtthont  dotting 
by  the  righs,  aiui  course  the  ]»usit!on  was  not  adapted 
to  a  charge  ;  yd  1  have  understood  that  the  brave 
veteran  Laval,  who  could  draw  i£0  swords  only,  hndde- 
termined  to  make  the  experiment,  and  for  this  purpeie 
had  gone  forward,  to  keep  an  eye  to  the  tide  of  battle-in 
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Ut  front;  and  ai  the  fovouraUe  moment  nppftetiM^  by  chap. 

the  irregular  pursuit  of  the  enemy^  he  returned  to  his  ^^^^^i^ 

corps  to  put  his  plan  into  c  xecutioii,  but  diBcovtM'ecl  tli;\t 
one  troop  of  iiis  command  bad  gone  off  wiihuut  leave^  hs^ 
knew  not  wbithery  and  being  now  reduced  to  aixtjr-four 
«woidinen»  he  very  properly  determined  not  to  throw 
nsimy  the  tf too  of  brnte  men.  Of  the  militia  cavalrj, 
several  oi  ulmni  I  kriuw  to  be  men  of  intrepidity,  I  can 
say  nothing;,  uecuusc  niy  applicationij  ibr  inforn!r»Jion  to 
aererai  of  Uie  officers  have  j^roved  inefibctual,  although 
they  eonld  have  thrown  much  tight  on  the  subject  of'  this  , 
dn^iterf  aboot  11  o'clock  the  embarrassments  of  Jiii 
President  were  removed,  as  I  am  infoi*med,  by  the  arrl-  ' 
val  of  a  private  i::entlcman  who  had  .spent  the  prcredino^ 
evening  with  Geiieral  Ross,  and  announced  lus  approacii 
In  Um  directim  of  Bladensburgb*  . 

I  would  that  the  scenes  which  follow  could  be  buried 
in  obliriony  but  the  exposition  may  serve  as  a  beacon  to 
futuie  Presidents;  it  is  by  the  knowledge  of  truth  we  avoid 
error;  and  I  record  tacts  for  the  use  of  the  historian  and 
for  posterity.  The  nlnT-m  caused  by  this  intelligence 
cnnld  not  be  concealed  from  the  troops  |  it  impaired  their 
tonftdemse  in  thei^  leaders^  and  damped  thehr  ardonr ; 
and  the  bnrry  of  the  march  to  the  ground  of  action^ 
tiii  oti^h  heat  atul  (l  ist,  disqualified  them  for  manly  exer- 
tion and  an  obstinate  resistance ;  in  this  movement  we 
have  another  evidence  of  tbe  President's  actual  command ; 
the  troops  snlyect  to  the  espedd  order  of  General  Win- 
der marched  under  his  authority*  but  Commodore  Barney 
with  his  flotilla  men»  and  Major  Miller  with  the  marines^ 
moved  by  dirccfi OIL  of  the  President.  Haviiii;  seen  the  President 
troops  all  in  motion,  the  commander  in  chief,  accompa-  JJ^IJ^ 
nied  by  the  Secretary  of  War  ami  other  gentlemen  of  bis  the  scene 
snlte^  repaired  to  the  scene  of  action,  whither  he  was 
followed  by  General  Winder  and  his  staff*. 

I  beg  leave  to  call  iWc  attention  of  the  reader  to  the  Atlas  No. 
AtMs  No.  XVIf.,  wliich  exhibiu  the  field  of  battle  of  the  ^^^'^ 

£4tb  of  Aiigasty  XHHp  and  tbe  positions  of  tbe  several 
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criAF.  corps  of  the  Awitrifm  «rnij»  ejwi^tiiif  thil  of  CoImmiI 
^     Kramer's  battalion»  vbich  I  have  not  beea  altb  to  kcata^* 


though  it  beacs  the  reputation  of  having  acquitteil  itself 
with  conspicuous  .e^allautry,    1  do  not  olFer  this  skelcU 
as  the  reaalt  of  a  critical  8urv^»  but  it  will  comvey  to  a 
nilUary  aya*  adear  cnaceptioa af  ibe locality*  aail  tba 
acala  will  ^Iva  tha  tflatancea  witb  anflkirat  pradalaBr  It 
IB  In  vain  tbat  prufeaaional  nen  sball  aaarch  far  tba  aib* 
isposi-    cellencics  of  this  disposition  of  the  American  army,  in 
m,^r^  tbe  parts  or  it*  the  w  liole,  in  the  advantages  of  a  single  , 
my  coQ.  point*  or  tbe  combination  of  all,  whetber  vicweil  ia  ra* 
apect  to  tha  priodplea  and  naxima  of  war*  anoiant  or 


^m*  OP  witb  raferoBca  to  tbo  Incidanti  of  dcaoltoiy  war> 

fare,  wdich  are  not  reduciUo  to  fixed  rules ;  it  is  void  of 
plan  or  prop<irtion,  concert  or  co-operation  ;  and  the  na- 
ked truth  is  the  best  apologj  for  it^  that  Is,  it  was  ionn* 
ed  on  the  spar  of  the  occasion,  by  piec^,  and  under  tha 
direction  of  many  diflbrent  cfaleib*  withont  preoonesrt* 
principle,  or  design.  Shall  I  expose  the  partlcolar  faults 
of  this  disposUion  ?  It  would  not  reward  tli^;  pains;  a 
few  Remarks  will  sufllrc.  If  the  fiicmy  liad  been  obliged 
to  pass  the  hridgc,  and  it  could  mt  have  been  remavolar 
o6ilnicle4»  then  the  greateat  force  aboald  lia?a  haea 
brought  to  oppoae  them  In  debooching  fhwi  tbe  deVa; 
hot  tbe  diaposllioa  actually  made,  served  only  to  expose 
tiic  artillery  to  capture,  or  hjr  its  sudden  fli.i^ht,  and  that 
of  its  light  covering  party,  to  increase  tlte  conbdeace  of 
the  enemy,  and  depress  tbo  spirits  of  tbe  AmeriBan 
front  Bat  aa  tbe  aaatem  branch  was  amy  where  ford* 
able,  and  a  considerate  judicioas  antagonist  would  hav^ 
crossed  the  creek  at  the  forks,  and  LurrK  d  tiic  left  Hank  of 
what  \N  as  called  the  first  line,  the  disposition  was  feeble, 
ityodicioiis,  and  inefiectual.  It  is  tnia*  tbe  teneffily  of  tho^, 
OMOiy*  and  his  contempt  for  bis  antagonist  gava  this  dis- 
position a  diffbrent  character  $  but  then  it  was  too  remote 
from  the  defile,  to  command  it ;  too  remote  from  the  ad- 
vanced battery  to  sfippoit  it^  intrinsically  too  feeble  to 

resist  tbQ  aback  ui  tbo  ^ucmy^a  wbola  iarcai  #ad  too  d^ 
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Ua^  Arm,  vIniI  mm  criN^i  tlM  iiotad  IfaMf  t»  be  flta*  chap. 

•on ably  supported  by  it. 

But  let  us  enquire  by  whom*  and  under  what  clrcum- 
stancest  was  tbis  frcmt  line  furmetl  i  A  detachi— tfro» 
MaMmm^  wkkh  ha4  w$t  ft^  jmmd  tk§  mmft  mi  itv 
Mfcb  to  WaahiaglM^  mm  tunmUmmnM  to  Bladwiii 
Imrgb,  to  take  post  to  the  Keal  advantage,  and  rely  upon 
duppot  t,  //  the  enemij  ^Imuld  move  upon  that  road.  The 
ofiicers  ut'  tliat  corps  accordingly  take  a  position,  to  op* 

airtaiii  lNiaipi0d||p(i  to  aiaaif^  wttA  0a  wft^f 
ivtoafc  ^'A^ff      ^^fH^  ht&t^S^  mnI  nariiM^  a  eesMMNMltr^ 

/u^/ii  ni;/  Ai.s  appearatLce  on  the  ground.    3vch  ivas  the 

nnd'tsi^uised  and  unt'Acuxs^crati'il  fiituatiati  of  the  volunteers  of 
BaltiHwre  and  Stmuimr^*  tnrigade^  wiitn  the  jf  resident, 

trsapt  latiaiiwrfirf  kU  offiom  ^  ttat$^  Riwj  eje  was  ^^^^  p^^,- . 
iawaadiataty  tmmBd  mf^m  the  chief,  every  beeam  tbmMied  pre. 

with  confidence,  and  every  mrve  \v;is  strung  with  va-^"f^to  lbo 
lour.  No  doubts  remained  with  the  troops,  that  in  the  troops, 
chtof  nagiatrate  they  beheld  tbeir  commander  in  cluef> 
who,  likaaiMither  MaMrloe^  haftag  by  hia  imadlatiea  to 
coaaeBf  a«peie<  the  country  to  theGhaaoeeandaccfdento 
oi  a  general  engagement,  had  now  come  forward  to  re- 
pair the  error,  by  his  activity  in  the  field,  determined  to 
throw  faimeeli'  into  the  gap  of  danger,  and  not  to  survive 
the  Imnmnw  of  the  coMtry  f  e^eckdljr  totrnsted  to  hia  guar* 
diaaahlptr  NeUe porpeoe !  tor thaaorij oeiild  hto pmence 
on  too  Md  of  haUto,  al  the  coaMBeoceawot  of  the  actkm, 

he  interprotod.  Enviable  destiny !  when  a  President  of  the 
Uaited  States  stood  prepared  to  immortalise  his  name, 

*  It  SMia  ImbI  inffiVaMtiM  of  th«  Honourable  Mr.  Campbell^ 
tto  toMtaiy  of  tbe  Tnumj,  to  Ibe  ConaaUee  of  Enquiry,  that  at 
ibis  critical  tUge  of  the  operations,  such  was  the  fluctuation  and  in* 
decision  of  President  Madison's  mind,  he  bad  trausfered  the  com- 
mand of  GenemI  Winder  to  General  Armstrong,  the  Secretary  of 
War  I  #trt  unfortmai^ke  rgn^ktd  thu  uncorutitutionai  wiretch  e/fnoer, 
«t  iwmit^  i^tkUimUMmmMmMi^  to  nmUtt  kit  nmr» 
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CtiAP.  by  dcAmBn^  tbe  imttomJ  oapilal  at  the  «zfewe  •f-ifts 
lifb;  orBiirvWing  a  trinmphaiit  ciMiflietf  temeivs 


bigbesi  hmKniN  of  hm  •omth^^  airf  Ihw  in  tlM  tfectlMis 

oT  liis  fellow-citizens.    That  surh  would  have  been  the 
result,  it' Presidnit  Madison  lia^I  rcs«<lutcly  ad  Ik- red  to  his 
purpose,  and  givea  a  courageous  example  to  his  fellow- 
^H&nnBf  tbere  can  ba  no  doobci  for  when  the  tfeaeniiia* 
nmo  was  observed  to  emnf  dmgtf,  wIm  woM  havate^ 
ed  to  be  a  ctmnriP^^mfit  a  man,  I  fcrtly  boBeve,  In  tto 
ranks  of  his  wholi-  in  Miy.    The  render  will  perceive  by 
turning  to  A«lmit*al  Cockbnrn's  account  of  this  affair:^ 
IM  Gaaeral  Eumf  by  Mo  oelf*canliil€liDe>  or  his  contempt 
for  Imr  eitemyy  or  liiB  inpatlenca  and  fMpMoattf  of  tent- 
DcBcrip-  P^**'  sacniced  every  adyantai^  of  nambera,  4foeiplhie» 
tion  of     experience,  and  professional  skill,  by  intenipei  ately  rusli* 
Hos?'^    ing  on  to  battle  with  1500  men  oaly,  half  conquered  by 
force  car.  fatigue,  and  in  great  disorder.  > 
Mtion!^^      '1*^®  circonstaaces  in  wbicb  President  Madiaon  tend 
tbe  first  line  of  bia  army,  sboold  bare  Indaoed  Mm  to 
press  forward  Commodore  Barney  ^tbont  a  halt,  with 
the  marities,  his  flotilla  men,  and  Colonel  lli  :\irs  iiiilitia, 
until  lie  could  have  jdaced  iiis  battery  on  General  Stans- 
bai^'s  right,  and  formed  him  line  on  that  flank^  in  tbb 
xn^ut      anirgin  of  tbe  wood ;  and  annuitanooiia  wHb#  or  anterior 
ought  to  1^       novementy  tbe  reffofar  troops  ander  ttat  exaelleni 

have  been  .  *^ 

the  con-  oflScer,  Lieoteiiant-rolonel  Scott,  ami  ih;.  corps  of  General 
President  sfioiild  havc  been  pushed  forward,  by  the  shortest 

MjuUsod.  and  readiest  route,  the  former  to  flank  tlie  Baltimore  vo- 
hmteefs  on  the  left>  and  tbe  latter  to  bare  formed  a  second 
Hne  at  supporting  distance ;  wlfb  orders  to'botb  flanking 
corps  to  close  on  tbeenemyy  and  to  tie  second  Knotollll  up 
every  chasm  which  might  liappen  in  the  fi^t.  The  ene- 
my thus  encompassed  by  6000  men,  it  would  not  have 
been  an  affair  of  fifteen  minutes,  and  they  must  have  laid 
down  their  arais»  The  GenarU  and  Admiral  would  have 
paid  for  tbc^  temerity,  and  tbe  panic  ahradi  rear  divl. 
siuii  mtist  havc  (alien,  tog-^ther  wiiii  ilicauu  iues  at  Marl- 

horrnigh^  before  it  could  hare  retraced  its  steps  to  that 
place* 
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Like  another  Mnratlaui  or  Safati)c:a,  (lien  the  Ffew  cilAP, 
^  BiiADBirsBiiRGHy  instead  of  a  ******  Jt-^********^    XV I. 
wmM  liave  btcwe  tbe  diatMigliBfeed  theatre  ef  natioMtk  ^'^"^'^ 
fkuff  and  tiM  Mill  of  AflgiMli  VQttM  baivft  km  oaMrat- 
ad  M      amiTaiwy  af  FraaUkai  Madiaoii^a  vidorsr* 
Buty  alas !  how  shall  1  pnint  tbe  disgraceful  revei'sc  of 
these  proud  anticipations!    Not  ;tU  the  allurefiients  of 
CMiaf  Mt  all  tha  aMigali/oni  oi  ^itiy,  nor  the  natoan  ta- 
TacaUoat  af  hoaoart  cauUaiclla  a        of  caaraga ; 
lava  of  a  life  whkli  Ind  baoaoM  aariaea  to  aMMkiad»  and 
aarf €d  bat  ta  aaibaffTafla  tba  paMic  aoaacifa*  and  preju- 
dice the  public  cause,  s  iUed  tbe  voice  of  palriutism,  and 
prevailed  over  the  luve  of  glory.   Aud  at  the  very  first 
^boty  tba  «  iraai^i^  coward with  a  faaltaiiag  voice 
axdaimady  »  Cm£$  fiancral  Jrautroitfy  mn^  Mtmd 
Mnim,  UtMsgQ,  oaA  Itoaa    !•  tta  coaiiaaadiaf  flStaa* 
ral;'**  and  in  place  of  seeking  death»  in  a  hiazc  of  im» 
]H'rishablo  glory,  he  ignominionsly  turned  iiis  biick  upon 
the  euem^y  and  upon  iiis  country  ;  and  in  the  face  of  tbe 
whole  araiy^  waa  tba  ftrat  am  ta  giva  tbe  daataidl j  ex- 
ample aC  ffight  What  coald  be  expected  fnm  tba  iian« 
ble  citixam  en  wboae  exiataaee  aTirtaoaa  wife  aad  a  baf^ 
less  progeny  depended  for  sustenance,  when  he  bciicld  the 
chifif  to  wbom  he  looked  tor  conduct,  uiuiicumbercd  by 
auali  pveciotta  depeadenta^  and  who  waampooaibie  to  tba 
DatiM  far  tbe  oanseqaaooai  ha  had  drawn  apaa  it,  abaiH 
doB  bia^poatp  and  iwttre  bafara  lAe  ajrpromA  of  dangerP 
A\  liat  but  the  panic  which  ensued  could  he  expected?  or 
why  sh«)uld  the  {wivate  in  the  ntiiLs  persevere  in  danger,  its  effccu 
when  his  chief  fiataakes  him»  and  by  bis  desertion  raagni-  ^^^^ 
fiea  tha  danger  tenlbld?  T4ta  aopip  waa  aCrodit  and  It  was  of  the  aii- 
in  vain  C^an)  Winder  and  a«er  brava  nan,  exerted  ^^'^ 


themselves  to  rally  their  flyin;^  fellow-citisefis.   To  tifce  Good  con- 
:^i'eat  honour  of.  the  Baliiirioi  c  \  ol  inteers,  composed  <d' ^^"^'jj^^^.^ 
uniformed  companicsy  and  embracing  much  personal  re-  morcvo- 
itpectabiUty,  Y^tb  a  b^mMB  of  niHUtfy  pride  and  ha.  ^"^'^^ 


*  I'hesc  r>rr>  i\c  wonla  of  Gciicrai  Annstroii|;«  ascribed  by  him  to 
the  *•  UTTLE  MAN.*  •    ' . 
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CRAP.  iioiir«ttiymlii6dtlieinglorioQ8esam|ifef  amdmkiiit^ 
ed  tMr  f^Qtidy  ontll  ItnUng  themseKai  an^latikedf  oui* 

^■^^^  numberedf  and  uimipporlcd  by  horse  or  foot,  tliey  also  j^ave 
way  and  retrealed  ;  but  tins  would  not  have  Iiappeacdy  if 
the  regular  troops  had  been  posted  on  the  left)  Barney  on 
the  righti  and  Bontth's  brigade  had  fbrmed  a  second  line 
within  supporting  distance. 

Descrip-      The  enemy  made  the  attack  with  Iheir  lij^ht  brigade, 

ikmorthe  ^^qq  stron^r,*  the  ric;lit  winsr  led  bv  Colonfl  Brooke,  of 

attack  by  .  ,    ,     i  '  « 

the  Bri-    the  44th  regiment,  anil  i\m  lett  by  Colonet  Thornton,  of 

^       the  8hih  i  they  crossed  the  bridge  in  disorder^  and  the 

sliinnlsherB  advanced  in  loose  order,  and  forced  the  bat-* 

tery  and  riflemen  in  h,  i,  the  right  wing  formed  in  ti ,  Vf 

and  followed  the  skirmishers,  through  thecoi  n  iield,  p.p, 
and  the  orchard,  and  over  the  field,  forward  ot  the 
tobacco  house,  k.  Captain  Dougherty  formed  in  If  gave 
a  Ihw  Urea*  and  retired  with  the  rest  of  the  troops ;  and 
the  enemy  pursned  to  the  fbnce»  14»  14f  whilst  oar  troops 
generally  retreated  by  R,  R,  R.  Major  Pinkney,  I  un» 
dcrstand,  ^^:ls  wounded  near  the  central  r,  on  the  old 
Georgetown  road,  by  a  random  shot,  whilst  retreating 
deliberately*  CohHiei  Thornton  with  the  left  wing  posh- 
ed op  the  turnpike  roady  and  was  abont  to  attack  the  5tli 
regiment  In  flank»  when  it  gave  way ;  there  were  a  great 
many  commanders  this  day,  and  among  them,  not  the 
least  discerning,  Colonel  Wadsworth,  wlio,  to  avoid  in- 
terference with  others,  and  I'ender  what  service  he  coald» 
had  preparedf  and  with  albw  hands  brought  forward  two 
Md  pieccsf  to  t»  on  the  tnmpiket  with  Intention  to  open 
and  maintain  a  retreating  fire  upon  the  column  of  the 
enemy  as  they  advanrod,  which,  whilst  his  fiaaks  were 
6ccure»  would  undoubtedly  have  retarded^  galled,  and  cut 
titem  sensibly;  hot  after  the  first  ahoty  which  will  be 
iband  In  the  under  work  ef  the  bridge^  his  men  Intro* 
duced  the  wrong  end  of  the  cartridge^  and  Instead  off 
drawing  itj  to  get  it  oot^  they  dcpi*C8seU  i,ho  mu^ilt  of 


*  See  Appendix*  No.  XIX. 
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the  piece,  until  tU  Irttil  mi  wImIi  of«ttiMdU  and  bj  OBAF. 

this  time  the  enemy  was  so  near  as  to  oblige  them  to  flee 
fVn  safety.  Seeing  the  trof>p9  on  his  i-igbt  give  way,  Co-  i^iovement 
lonel  Ihoraton  advanred,  cnissed  tUv  cQiidait»aBd  ascend-  Colonel 
ad  tiM  ophite  aide  of  tke  mine ;  but  wis  an  wwmly  re*- 
ceiTed  hy  CoABodm  Bnrnny^B  batterj  «f  (bm  18  |nmum1* 
era  at  4f  tbat  after  some  panae  and  flaetnalion*  he  tamed  le 
his  left,  and  displayed  in  a  lield  in  2,  2,  wlici  e  he  fur  a  few 
roiiiicl.H  combated  a  valorous  little  band  ui  the  marine  corys, 
commanded  by  Captain  Miller*  wilb  three  1£  poaoderay 
in  3»  aad  the  ietUla  men  of  Cemmodoie  Barney*  in  5*  a*  Condoetof 


which  forced  him  to  incline  te  his  left,  and  endeaimir  to  ^^.^^r. 
turn  the  American  right  by  a  wood*  in  a*  9*  2,  2*  where  ney,  Cap- 
he  was  met  by  Colonel  i?rall,  who  was  formed  under 
the  summit  of  a  conical  hill*  in  6*  6;  and  to  do  justice  their 
to  tbia  TCepectabie*  ▼irtooua  dtiien  and  diatlnguisbed  ve* 
teran  of  the  revolntioii,  I  aball  qaote  bin  own  abort  ao- 
connl  aa  the  beat  eTidenoa  of  hia  oondoct.  ^  I  reaoln  Colooel 
ed  Blad(  Tisbursriiv*  says  the  Colonel,  «  after  a  very  ra- 
pid  march  in  a  sultry  day,  between  11  and  1  2  o'clock,  quoted, 
and  1,  was  tiaatiiy  shown  a  very  handsome  hei§hl  ^^^^j^^ 
for  a  gentlem'aa'a  coantry  aea^  to  iriew  the  coantry 
aronnd*  Init  not  a  poaition  for  militia  to  defend  agalnat  a 
teteran  foe*  becaase  from  the  ateepneas  of  the  bill*  the 
bayonets  must  have  almust  touched,  bt  Iojt  the  opposite 
lines  could  see  each  other ;  this  obliged  me  to  descend  the 
side  of  the  hill*  towards  the  turnpike*  where  1  first  fornix 
ed*  and  received  the  fire  of  the  enemy  at  lesa  than  100 
yards*  which  I  retamed  and  exchanged  from  fiinr  to  six 
rounds,  and  retired  towards  tiie  summit  of  the  hill,  from 
whence  I  again  fired ;  I  then  fell  back  to  the  opposite 
side  of  the  hill*  and  fired  on  the  enemy*  as  he  gained 
the  top  of  it,  and  from  this  point  my  retreat  was  final* 
I  do  not  aay  some  of  my  men  did  not  retreat  toe  aoon» 
but  what  number  thoy  were  I  know  not   The  men  who 
buried  tlio  dead  of  the  enemy  say  that  near  t!i^  ground  I 
occupied  sixteen  were  killed*  and  I  think  my  loss  was 
v«ri«  1.  5  G 
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CFiAP.  foar.   The  Adjutant  of  the  first  regiment  of  Columliia 
J^^^^  militia,  says  the  flotilla  men  and  iiis  rc^plment  retreated 
to  the  ci^  together ;  and  he  returned  and  met  me  at  the 
turnpike  gate.  You  know  I  am  no  child  of  ambition  or 

firetender  to  office,  but  thus  much  I  thought  due  to  an  old 
brotljcr  officer,  to  which  I  will  beg  leave  to  add  the  foHow- 
iii^  extracts  oi'  Iciters  from  Mr.  John  £•  Howard^  of  the 
^th  Sept.  and  8th  JNov« 

«  BaUmarep  m  Sept.  1614. 
On  mj  return  to-daj  from  the  Potowroack,  I  have 
seen  for  the  first  time,  Commodore  rjarnc^'s  report  of 
the  aiJair  at  Bladcnsburgit,  in  which  he  complains  of  not 
being  supported  by  the  troops  on  the  bill  forming  these* 
coad  iine  of  General  Winder's  army.  As  i  have  alwaya 
nnderetood  that  you  commanded  that  llne»  and  as  I  am 
not  pf  rsonally  known  to  yon,  I  think  it  proper,  in  the 
probability  of  its  being  of  any  service,  to  state  to  you, 
that  I  was  the  person  who  delivered  to  you  the  order 
from  General  Winder  to  retreat,  to  avoid  beiqg  outflank- 
ed and  cut  off*  1  acted  as  an  aid  to  the  General:  1  had 
*      not  finished  repeating  the  order^  when  the  enemy  o|)ened 
a  fire  from  the  wood  in  front.  I  feel  prompted  to  address 
you,  ti-om  accidentally  witnessing  your  conduct  in  the 
rear  of  the  retreating  army,  when  you  drew  a  line  across 
the  road,  and  rallied  and  formed  your  men  in  regular 
order,  before  they  were  permitted  to  march  on.** 

Sth  JV^mmder,  1814. 
«  I  know  very  little  of  the  arrangement  of  the  different 
corps,  and  was  utterly  ignorant  of  Commodore  Barney's 
station  until  some  days  after  the  battle.  General  Winder 
was  In  the  rear  of  the  6th  Baltimore  regiment^  when  he  told 
me  to  order  the  troops  on  the  hill  to  retreat,  on  the  road 
to  Washington,  or  they  would  be  outfianked  and  cut  off. 
\Micii  i  crossed  the  road  (which  was  soum*  distance  from 
the  orchard,  to  avoid  Uw-  enemy)  it  was  full  of  artillery 
wagons  and  pieces  in  full  retreat.  I  apprehended  that 
the  order  I  delivered  to  you»  was  the  first  you  had  to  re* 
treaty  and  I  perfectly  recollect  your  reply,  «<  ih€$  Gene- 
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ral  f  finder  order  me  to  retreat  be/ore  ive  have  fired  a  thotf  char 
and  the  men  m  petfeet  order?**  and  wbile  repeating  the  ,^^^^-1^ 
order^  the  enemy  lM»gan  to  fire  from  the  wood  which  was 
in  front  of  joiir  right  wing." 

The  youuir  irt utleman  who  is  the  author  of  (hose  cx-  Mr.  J.  R. 
tracts  is  unknown  to  inc.    His  fatlier,  Colofu  l  Howard,  j^^^*^* 
was  distinguished  in  the  revolutionary  war»  particularbj  i.Hancc&t 
by  turning  the  tide  of  battit  at  the  Cawpem,  a  brilliant  af*  onhe'^  * 
falr»  of  which  I  hare  the  details  from  that  venerable  pa-  Covpcns. 
triot  and  soldier*  General  Andrew  Picluns  of  Sooth  Ca-  . 
rolinay  who  brous^ht  on  the  action  with  his  militia  ;  imd 
I  should  dclie^ht  to  speak  (^1  that  close,  decisive  ronibat, 
and  contrast  it  with  the  vauntings  of  tlie  present  times^ 
did  the  compass  of  these  memoirs  permit.  How* 
ard's  character  guarantees  the  candoor  of  his  statement* 
and  the  manly  independence  with  which  he  testifles  to 
the  good  conduct  ot  a  veteran,  who  fought  by  the  side  of 
his  father^  docs  honour  to  his  heart. 

When  General  Winder  saw  the  first  line  so  easily  i*out- 
ed»  without  adverting  to  the  primary  cause*  the  example 
of  the  Pmidentf  and  believing  the  wliole  force  of  the  ene- 
my had  been  brought  into  action,  it  was  natural  he  should 
become  solicitous  for  the  safety  of  his  rear ;  >et  I  consi-  Remarks 
tier  the  order  for  the  retreat  unfortunatcy  because  of  my  ^" 
confidence  in  the  materials  which  composed  what  was  %fe^ 
called  the  second  line }  Migor  Peter's  command*  consist- 
ing of  a  company  of  well  trained  artiliery,  with  StulPs 
and  Davidson's  companies  of  infantry,  posted  in  10,  11, 
12,  would  have  breasted  any  equal  number,  no  tu utter  of 
what  country  or  corps;  and  if  this  detachment  had  been 
joined  to  the  regular  troops  under  Lieutenant-colonel 
Scottf  who  impatiently  expected  the  enemy*  having 
changed  his  front  and  advanced  to  meet  them*  In  9*  9* 
the  exhausted  Britons  must  have  surrendered  in  a  few 
minutes,  or  been  dispersed  and  captured  ;  and  if  Magru- 
der's  regiment,  8,  had  been  pushed  forward,  passed  Com- 
modore Barney's  battery*  wheeled  to  the  right*  and  tak- 
en Colonel  Thornton  in  flank  and  rear*  he  would  have 
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CH  AF.  •hand  ibe  fate  oftlie  right  wing ;  whibt  Gotoml  Bmii** 
^  regiment,  in  IS,  held  fa  reserve,  coold  have  ciMiperfttod 

to  tlic  1  ight  f>r  Irit,  il  necessary. 

There  is  no  duubt  tliat  in  this  pfFair,  the  enemy  re- 
ceived the  must  essential  iiyiiry  tram  Coinmodore  fiar- 
ntf  with  ini  gallaot  tar8»  and  Major  Milter  with  bis 
hmdfoi  of  marineti  who  bore  the  narks  of  their  valour^ 
OB  tbo  annexed  rotvm  will  afaow^*  wMch  fa  the  oaljr  nM 

to  the  lots 

of  the  ma- 
rine corps     •  Return  of  the  detachment  of  Mftrinet  oo  the  field  of  Bladeu£- 
and  the  ^Uif |^ 

Captainta  •         •  2 

LietttenAiitt» 
Sergeants, 
Corportli. 


"I 

Friffttti, 


4 

6 
7 
6 
78 


Total,  103 


Jd£atoiUJ(i)yJB>— Of  theabore  8  Privates  were  killed,  and 

2  Captains, 
1  Sergeant* 
1  Corporal, 
9  Prtvatcd, 

TM,  31 

Names  of  the  ofBcert  eofagie^. 
Ciptain  Miller^  Wounded. 
■•■        Spvler,  dittOj 
Lieutenant  Rlchardsonf 

  KicoU, 

■  Lord, 
— —  Brooke. 

British  Return  of  the  killed  ajid  wounded  in  the  action  of  the  34t2i 
ox  August,  IB  14,  near  Bl&dcnsburgh. 

IilIJL£I>» 

Captains,  -  -  1 

LicutcDanls,  2 

Strg-cants,  >  •  5 

lii»(}L  and  File,  •  56 

Total,  64 
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I  iiave  bm  able  to  procure ;  and  to  it,  for  the  MitsliK-  ch\p« 
tion  of  m  J  reader^  I  will  add  the  return  of  the  kilM  and  ^ 
wounded  of  tho  enemyy  which  iHII  settle  a  controTorted 

point*  and  show  what  execution  was  dune  by  the  few  men 
who  fought  f  from  whence  we  may  fairly  deduce  wiiat 
would  have  been  the  effect^  if  om  third  of  the  troopa  bad 
been  permitted  to  discharge  their  dutj  as  fhithfully, 

WbatOTor  may  hafo  been  the  disorder  of  the  retreat 
on  the  lefty  it  Is  believed  tlial  the  troops  on  the  right*  in 
gent'ral,  iTtreated  in  goud  order*  and  1  have  no  doubt 
Colunei  Beall  brought  up  the  rear.  Indeed*  there  was  no 
occasion  for  hurry »  because  the  enemy  were  cxhaustedf 
and  did  not  pumuey  as  is  manifest  from  tho  offictai  letten 
of  General  Rsao  and  Admiral  Cockbom*  ft  was  a  re* 
luctattt  retreat,  and  che  General  and  troops  confidently 
exported  to  halt,  and  wait  fur  the  enemy  in  a  (liferent  po- 
aition ;  but  long  before  they  reached  the  strong  ground 
oast  of  the  capital*  the  Conmander  in  Chief  had  abdi*  The  Tm- 
cated  bis  palace»  led  across  the  Potowmack»  and  sooglit  i'!^'^^} 
an  asylum  among  the  hub*  west  of  the  great  falls ;  and  the  capi- 


having  entirely  neglected  the  defence      the  navy  yard,  ^.^^^ 
winch  required  little  labour  and  less  skill,  (to  save  it  /setonfire. 
Resume  from  the  pollution  of  the  enemtif)  he  directed 
it  to  bo  set  on  firei  indeed,  such  was  the  panic  terror 


Wovnss. 


Lieutenaat^oloneit*  -  2 

Gaptitoti         -  1 

IiieiitMiaiiti^      •  •  14 

Eniigiii*          -  -  •  2 

Sergeants,         •  -  10 

Bank  and  JKle,  •  i  ^  > 


Total*  185 

Total  of  killed  and  wounded,  24i> 
MnK»&uii»ipi^lO  hartea  killed^  and  8  wounded. 
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•  CHAP.   Nvliicli  liad  seized  on  him,  tliat  he  ordered  tlie  sloop  or 
war  Argiis,  in  the  .sUtarn,  to  be  burnt  p.lso.*  * 


Yet  his  representatives  still  kept  the  ground^  to  su- 
perintend the  conduct  of  General  Winder  and  the 
troops ;  and  at  this  late  hour  it  was '  discoveredf  that 

if  the  advice  I  had  endeavoured  to  convey  to  the  Pre- 
"Wilkin-    sident,  by  General  Mason  atid  Mr.  Carroll  forty-live 
»on'»  ad-  days  before,  had  been  seasonably  attended  to,  two  mil- 
neniber-  Hons  of  dollars  and  the  national  honour  would  have 
been  saved :  the  mantle  of  infallibility,  in  which  the  ca* 
binet  had  been  clothed,  was  now  rent,  and  ministers 
began  to  view  thin;^  througli  the  medium  of  common 
sense.    It  was  not  too  iatc  to  think  of  the  defence  of  the 
capital,  but  it  was  too  late  to  effect  that  ol^iect,  and  the 
next  best  thing  thought  of  was  to  continue  the  retreat 
still  further  ;  and  accordingly.  Colonel  Monroe  and  Ge- 
neral Armstron.^  advised  General  Winder  to  retire,  'and 
rally  the  troops  upon  tlic  heights  of  Gcor/^ctown :  by  this 
decision  of  the  representatives  ol  Ihc  cabinet,  the  armed 
citizens  of  the  district,  the  militia,  the  marines,  the  flo- 
tilla men,  and  the  regular  troops,  with  eoo  gallant 
Virginia  volunteers,  under  Colonel  Minor,  making  a 
Order  for  force  of  morc  than  4000  combatants,  were  commanded 
tn^tto        abandon  to  a  ruthless  enemy,  not  only  the  seat  of  em- 
the         pire,  but  the  houses,  the  property,  the  wives,  and  the  chil- 
c^'o^.^^  dren  of  the  citizens.  The  order  was  received  «  with  an 
town.      angiask  beyond  the  power  cf  language  to  €xpirm.^\  That 
regularity  of  movement  which  had  been  previously  ob- 
served was  destroyed,  the  troops  gave  themselves  up  to 
the  uncontrollabh;  reelinu^s,  \vlii(  h  fati.^uc,  exhaustion,  pri- 
vation, disappointment,  and  despair,  will  always  pro- 

•  It  is  related  of  a  Danish  squadron,  wlilclj,  duriner  the  seven  years' 
war,  iiad  cast  anchor  in  ilie  Bay  of  Colborg,  two  leiif^ucs  from  the 
coast,  on  perceivinjif  a  Prussian  colamn  movin|f  towards  the  s^a- 
shore,  instinctively  u  clj^hcd  anchor  and  Mtled  away.  The  casci>  ure 
not  precisely  ptnllet,  but  this  insUnee  of  panic  Icfror,  may  be  of- 
fered u  an  apology  for  President  Madison. 

f  See  tbe  infomatlon  of  Brigadier-general  Smith  to  the  Commit, 
tee  of  Congress  i  yet  it  is  believed  tbe  circumstances  of  the  moment 
justified  tbu  measure. 
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dacCf  and  PnaideDt  Madison's  army  was  in  effect  dis-  chak 
solved.  ^ 

The  enemy  having,  refreshed  themselves  at  £ladens- 
burgh,*  moved  on  towards  the  city,  which  they  entered  ter«  the 
with  about  200  men,  and  so  complete  was  tlie  conquest,  ^P***^ 
iliat  when  this  party  withdrew  to  their  camp  at  two  miies 
dbtancOy  a  suigle  centinei»  wlio  had  been  accidentally 
left  on  post  near  the  office  of  the  National  Intelligencer, 
kept  udilisturbud  possession  of  the  central  pAi  t  t>t  the 
metropolis  unlU  the  next  moniiitg,  of  uhicli  there  are 
several  living  witnesses.  But  the  conquerors  abused 
their  victory^f  and  the  Gothic  outrages  which  ensned^ 
like  those  at  Hampton*  though  of  a  d^iwU  eharaeUr, 
were  received  with  abhorrence  by  the  civilised  world. 
The  fullou  itig  observations  on  this  subject  are  extracted 
from  the  Annual  Register  of  1814,  in  which  an  able  and 
candid  distinction  is  taken  between  legitimate  and  vin- 
dictive warfare,  between  savage  animosity  and  civilised 
hostility ;  and  it  is  published  in  justice  to  the  people  of 
Great  Britain,  to  whom  President  Madison  owes  the 
treaty  «)f  Ghent,  laiher  than  to  the  tiispositiun  of  tho 
British  government,^  or  his  own  imbecile  pusillanimous 
conduct. 

•  Sec  Appendix,  No.  XIX.  f  Sre  TbiJ. 

t  I  have  rrceived  the  following-  ancc'lotc  ii  nm  a  rcspcctnble  cha- 
racter, nncl  the  sudden  reUxattunof  the  tone  of  itie  Bhtiah.  conuniA- 
sioncr.'s,  seems  to  fnvnuri^s  authcnilcity  : 

*'  Pending  tfie  neg^oiialioas  at  tilieiu  in  1814,  the  high  tone  of  the 
British  commissioners  was  prescribed  purposely  to  prevent  a  pacili- 
cation;  and  the  Prince  Ueg^ent  addressing  the  Marquis  Welleslcy, 
expressed  himself  to  the  foUuwini;  i  fVifct :— ••The  United  States 
made  war  upon  n»c  vvaulouly,  lor  wlacli  they  deserve  punishment, 
and  I  possess  the  power  and  feci  the  disposition  to  inflict  it;  now  can 
you  form  an  administration  able  and  willing  to  support  my  measures  I" 
1  he  Marquis  took  time  fortnquiiy^  and  in  a  few  days  rcporled  to  his 
muter,  that  **  neither  the  mamifiietiirmg  nor  lindcd  intcfeite  could 
be  brought  to  support  bit  vie«B»  that  the  grouiub  of  the  war  being 
abandoned  by  those  who  made  it»  the  eaniet  of  jostlfiaUe  boa  ttlity  bad 
eeaaeda  and  the  voice  of  the  nation  was  for  peace-"  In  oonaeqnenee 
of  this  eommunication,  the  instrtictions  of  the  British  commissioners 
were  modified,  and  a  peace  was  uneapectedly  and  auddenly  eofi- 
ctuded  on  terms  which  bad' been  scooted  by  *'sine-qua«iiens.'' 
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CHAi»,      "  By  llie  capture  of  Washington,  tlic  American 
x\i.    vcrnment  not  onij  sustained  a  severe  loss  in  property^ 


Kstmet  incurred  much  reproacli  from  the  nation*  eapacially 
from  tiM  from  the  party  adverse  to  the  war*  as  having  been  tlie 

Blister  occasion  of  a  diflgrace*  which  it  had  taken  no  effectual 
measures  to  prevent.    A  vulnerable  part  of  the  republic 
was  now  exposed^  and  men's  minds  were  impressed  witik 
a  sense  of  imminent  danger,  where  before  it  bad  been 
regarded  only  as  a  remote  possibility.  On  the«tber  band* 
It  cannot  be  concealed,  that  the  extent  of  devastation 
practised  by  the  victors,  brou.e;ht  a  heavy  censure  upon 
the  British  character,  not  only  in  Amerira,  hut  on  the 
continent  of  Europe.  It  is  acknowledged  that  strict  dis-> 
cipline  was  observed,  while  the  troops  were  In  possessloB 
of  Washington,  and  private  property  was  anxioudy  pro- 
tected ;  but  the  dentructiun  not  only  of  every  establish* 
ment  conn<»rtcd  with  war,  but  of  edifices  consecrated  to 
the  purposi's  of  civil  government,  and  afibrding  speci- 
mens of  the  advance  of  the  fine  arts  among  a  rising  peo* 
pie,  was  thought  an  indulgence  of  animosi^  more  sattsr 
hie  to  tlie  times  of  barbarism,  than  to  an  age,  and  nation, 
ill  whirh  hr>stiiity  is  softened  by  sentiments  of  generosity 
and  civilised  policy. 

if  there  be  such  a  thing  as  humanised  war,  its  princi' 
pie  must  consiat  in  inflicting  no  other  evils  upon  an  enemy 
than  am  necessary  to  promote  the  sucoess  of  warlike 
operations.  This  indeed  may  be  construed  so  as  to  admit 
of  a  wide  scope  of  mischief,  and  it  will  scarcely  be  pos- 
sible to  draw  the  line  between  allowable  and  illicit  iiyury* 
But  there  are  cases  in  which  no  amb^ity  exists,  and 
those  of  the  destruction  of  useful  or  ornamental  works;, 
the  purpose  of  which  Is  altogether  pacific,  seem  to  be  of 
this  kind.  History  presents  many  instances  of  the  hostile 
conflagration  of  palaces,  which  have  seldom  failed  to  be 
reprobated  as  acts  of  unmanly  vengeance.  Hetaiiatiott 
indeed  has  nsnally  been  the  pretext  for  hostilities  exceed- 
ing the  prescribed  measnre;  and  In  the  present  case  the 
excesses  committed  by  the  Americans  in  their  invasion 
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of  Canada  have  been  made  tlio  apology  lor  thedcvasta-  ohap. 

X.Vf 

lions  at  Washington.  But  it  has  appeared  in  the  pi  eccdlng 
Buratire  that  dae  retribution  had  already  l»een  inflictod 
for  those  enormities*  with  the  promise  that  the  punish* 
in«nt  should  not  be  carried  further  without  fresh  provo- 
t  ulion.  If  the  laaitcr  he  considered  in  a  h imply  political 
liglit,  it  can  scarcely  be  thought  desirable  that  unneces- 
sary severities  should  be  practised,  which  must  leave  a 
4eep  and  durable  resentment  in  the  bosoms  of  a  people^ 
with  whom  the  restoration  of  the  relations  of  peace  and 
amity  is  so  much  to  be  wished." 

The  public  indii^niilion  excited  by  the  catastrophe  was  ''JjJ^j' 
diverted  troro  its  author^  by  the  headlong  passions  of  in-  the  dis- 
dividualSy  and  the  corrupt  and  selfish  interests  of  pariy»  oji^bU 
which  have  poisoned  the  fountain  of  puhllc  Tirtnef  and  imfioper- 
shaken  the  constitution  to  its  base ;  and  President  MadI*  ^f^^^' 
son  was  suflfered  to  escape  audible  censure  whilst  the  citi- 
zens of  the  ilLjU  ict  were  sf"in(hilisLd  by  their  country, 
and  they  in  turn  seemed  to  content  themselves  in  levelling 
tiieir  denunciations  at  the  Secretaiy  of  War»  who  cer^ 
fuinly  was  nothing  more  than  the  instrument  of  the  exe- 
cotivoy  to  whom  alone  he  was  responrible.  This  serrlie 
rourtesy,  and  misapplied  ilenunciutiony  hiia  become  too 
common^  and  it  augurs  ill  for  the  republic ;  but  1,  who 
was  a  witness  to  the  solicitude,  zcai,  and  patriotism  oC 
the  citlsens  of  the  district,  who  reside  In  Washington 
and  Geofjgetown,  know  that  their  purses,  personal  ser- 
vices, and  lives,  were  ready  for  the  defence  of  their 
v\  iv(g,  their  children,  and  the  honour  of  tlieir  coNiitryj 
and  lett  to  tlieuiacives,  they  would  have  saved  the  city; 
but  they  were  discouraged,  discountenanced,  and  con* 
troBed  by  Pfesldent  Madison*  The  Inhabitants  too,  of 
Alexandria,  were  hastily,  Intemperately,  and  unjustly 
censured,  because  tl»ey  would  not,  in  complaisance  to  the 
President,  put  torches  to  tiicir  houses  after  he  had  with- 
drawn all  protection  from  them ;  and  yet  if  we  recur  to 
the  principles  on  which  the  roTolntion  was  bottomed,  we 
#iiall  And  that  allc^ance  and  protection  were 
VOL.  I.  '  5  U 
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CHAP,  reciprocsil*  Then  let  it  be  remembered  so  long  as  llie 
^^^[1:  vails  of  the  conflagrated  edifice  shall  enditre»  that  Jamea 
^^"^'^^  Madison,  President  of  tlic  United  States,  after  having 
by  his  improvideiu  e  and  criiiunal  ncgii^i  iu  e^  iiiviteil  the 
enemy  to  attack  the  national  capital,  preferring  an  in- 
glorious existence  to  an  honourable  deaths  at  the  first 
dawn  of  danger^  sought  a  place  of  security,  and,  witli* 
out  resistance,  abandoned  it  to  its  Aite. 

It  was  my  intention  to  accompany  General  Ross  In  lifs 
retreat,  but  it  furnished  neither  interest  nnir  variety ;  I 
should  also  have  willingly  piMirtra^ed  tiic  operations  be- 
fore Baltimore,  but  it  was  in  vain  1  sought  for  the  neces- 
aary  information ;  the  result  of  that  affair,  however,  was 
the  most  anspicioos  which  could  have  happened ;  yet  the 
danger  having  ceased,  the  officer  commanding,  General 
Samuel  Smith,  was  insulted  for  his  services  by  tlie  Bla- 
densburgh  fugitive,  ami  was,  I  understand,  censured  by 
some  of  his  fellow  citlaens,  for  not  courting  a  general 
actioo  with  the  enemy*  Rash*  inconsiderate,  angrateCul 
fdlectlon !  What !  stake  the  best  Wood,  the  fortune,  tha 
talents,  the  virtues  and  the  hopes  of  a  polished  commu- 
nity, against  a  band  of  mercenaries,  save  in  tlie  last  ex- 
tremity ! ! !  Barbarous  thought !  to  what  a  dreadful  alter- 
native did  it  tend,  where  victory  would  have  pierced  the 
liearts  of  wives,  mothers,  sisters,  and  all  the  tenderest 
relations  of  life,  with  unalterable  wo,  and  covered  with 
sackcloth  the  city  it  had  saved.  No !  the  military  maxim, 
Nvhicli  reconiiuends  a  golden  bridc^e  for  the  csca])C  of  the 
enemy,  was  never  more  sti  ii  tly  applicable  than  in  this 
ease;  and  the  inhabitants  of  Baltimors  should  render 
thanks  to  the  Almighty,  for  saving  them  from  the  com* 
mand  of  a  vain-glorious,  rash  desperado,  whose  mlli« 
taiy  kiiouh  (la;o,  when  taken  in  gross,  would  lui  in  but 
the  requisite  tund  for  a  regimental  Adjutant,  who  would, 
without  a  pang  of  remorse,  have  sacriflced  half  the  youth 
of  the  city,  to  have  stuck  another  unmerited  plame  in 
Ids  crest 
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racter»  for  the  passive  resistanceof  danger  is  tlie  test  of  ' 

iralour;  it  was  sustained  with  firm^  manly  resolution, 
and  the  merits  of  Major  Armistead,  who  coininafided 
there,  on  that  and  other  occasions,  combined  with  his 
long  services,  and  his  intrinsic  excellence  as  an  officer^ 
gave  bim  an  indisputable  right  to  preference  over  nianj» 
whom  it  suited  the  sinister  policy  of  General  Srott  to 
retain  in  strviix  ;  but  it  was  AraiibleaU'ii  misiurturie  to 
have  commanded  tlus  miiilurif  phenomemnp  tOid  of  course 
he  coHid  mU  be  a  jSX  tmb^eci  fir  promoUon. 
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CHAPTER  XYU 

VmdkaHm  of  the  Character  and  Conduct  of  a  kUe  Com^ 

mcuidcr  in  ChitJ\  n:j:ain:it  a  calumnious  puragraphin  the 
Bwgraplu£al  Bh&Uli  Jircvet'^ajor- General  IVvifUld 
JScotL 

^^\^^^'  Th£  subject  of  tliis  Chapter  is  an  UDwelcome  one* 
s^'^r^  because  it  is  altogether  personal,  and  can  no  otherwise 
interest  the  reader,  than  as  it  may  excite  his  sympathy 
for  the  wrongs  of  a  tellaw  man.  It  has  been  forced  upon 
me  by  wanton  and  injurious  aspersion!^,  designed  to  gra- 
tify the  malice,  and  indulge  the  vanity  of  an  arch  im- 
postor ;  I  therefore  trust,  that  in  exercising  an  nnaltena- 
ble  rigbty  my  conduct  may  receive  the  approbation  of 
honourable  men,  and  he  justified  by  meek  eyed  charity 
herself;  but  were  the  world  united  against  me,  I  should 
pursue  my  purpose  without  hesitation,  because  seif-de* 
fence  is  a  paramount  obiigationy  to  which  all  others  must 
yields  and  whatever  may  be  the  impressions  of  the  mo- 
ment, the  grave  will  soon  silence  personal  animoBitiesy 
and  then  the  trutlis  recorded  by  my  pen,  sliall  dissipate 
the  mists  of  prejudice,  and  become  a  source  of  honest 
pride  to  my  posterity. 

It  is  a  matter  of  fact#  that  the  imbecile,  temporisifif^, 
vaccilating  measores  of  President  Madison,  during  the 
late  war,  had,  towards  the  close  of  it,  so  sensibly  im- 
paired the  public  confidence,  tlmt  very  many  of  the  best 
men  of  ail  parties,  and  among  them  some  of  his  personal 
friends,  anxiously  desired  his  abdication  of  office ;  but 
as  his  well  known  selfishness  and  obstinacy  of  disposition 
opposed  Insttperahle  inirs  to  so  desirable  an  event,  it  be* 
came  indispensable  to  the  support  of  the  cabinet,  that  some 
plan  should  be  devised  to  bc]^ile  popular  feelings  and 
cheat  the  judgment^  in  order  to  arrest  the  progress  of 
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Uana  of  the  admiuistration ;  to  effect  so  aululary  a  j)5]r- 
pose,  a  veil  of  delusion  must  be  spread  before  tlie  people^ 
ihe  end  wmld  amiecraUthe  means,  and  resort  waa  had  ta 
ialilgaa  aad  bypoopiig^f  ilia  iaatnuaeiito  of  corruptimi 
•ad  ttpiwaal  agenla  of  oouiai  a  ayatam  of  niarapn^ 
eentatloiiy  pufRng,  and  aza||garatioii»  eaaiied,  whldi 
abashed  dccuriiuk  kind  put  sliauie  to  the  Uush ;  every  little 
advantage  was  swollen  into  a  *'  signal  viciory;*^  oflicera 
ivithottl  tkft  ordinary  aUxibiitaa  of  iategritjr^  or  tbe  atnatt*- 
aatdaiai  to  aillitary  ackooa  or  tha  aflof  mr ;  aaj*  wko 
ware  ignorant  of  tlia  0rat  dotica  of  a  aoldlar^  were  auddas- 
ly  converted  into  GREAT  CAPTAINS,  md  inflated 
with  the  dignified  appellations  of  "ILLUSTRIOUS 
HEROES     and  tbe  veterans  uf  Wellington  were  beateu 
al  Chippewm  aad  Bridgewntrr,  beliara  a  man  of  tJiem 
waa  broughl  into  action.*  Tbe  praaaca  groaned  nndar 
biographical  aketdiea  of  living  cbaractara,  in  which  a 
profusion  of  genius,  taste*  talent  and  elegance,  was  dis- 
placed.   These  works  of  fancy  found  a  ready  sale  in  the 
credulity  of  an  honest  community ;  ihe  artists  multiplied^ 
and  ibe  commodity  waa  incraaaedf  until  tha  mariiet  waa 
oveiatockedf  whan  they  warn  offered  at  wholaaala  «fonr 
un  fkn.^  Amongat  tha  knights  errant  who  igure  la 
these  romances,  Major-general  Winfield  Scott,  with  a 
firocimis  (ispectt  is  assigned  a  conspicuous  place ;  and  if 
lie  bad  been  content  to  <<wear  his  blushing  houoursy" 
wiibont  attomptiag  to  poUate  my  hombia  repatation,  with 
atrocioas  calomniaa  wbfch  aggravate  antacadent  wrongs, 
I  should  have  bean  aavad  tha  painful  task  now  imposed 
uu  me. 

In  the  biographical  sketch  of  this  dignitary,  recorded 
in  tlie  Anaiaciic  Magazine  for  December  1814,  at  a  time^ 
when  I  was  auibring  nndar  a  cruel  paraecation,  in  the 

*  The  Marquis  of  Tvrcedftle  had  been  «i  aid-de-camp  oF  the  Duke 
of  WcUiagton  in  Spain,  but  was  pffooM^ted,  returned  to  England,  and 
from  tKence  embarked  for  Quebec.  The  6th  and  82d  were  tbe  first 
of  \VelllnKnon*s  troops  engaged,  aod  ihcse  Were  not  brought  into 
action  before  the  siege  of  Fort  Erie.    '  '  * 
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CHAP,  origin  oi  whicli  I  have  cause  to  believe  he  bail  a  cbieC 
xvu.    i^Q^y^  the  reader  will  find  the  following  paragrafb  i 

About  this  |ierio4»  conaideriiig  hinwelf  i^uknI  bjr 
General  Wilkinson^  Captain  Scott  cxprcaaad  hioMif 
upon  the  subjects  with  freedom  and  boldness.   The  com- 
manding General  did  not  tliink  proper  to  overlook  thin 
offence^  and  Captain  Scott  was  arrested  on  the  Missis- 
•ippi»  where  be  was  then  statioosdy  aad  brought  to  trial* 
w  hnfoe  rtpmttdljf  kuard' kU  d^fiwee  spoken    a$  admwm^ 
lUf  both  fir  ife  §hqmt9iee  tmd  bUing  smvam  ^  M  tbm 
coiirt  would  not  travel  out  of  the  reconl,  to  take  cogni- 
zance of  the  original  wrongs  nor  admit  of  his  plea  of 
jusiification.  The  law  was  ronsidei^ed  as  imperative.  Cap- 
tain Scott  was  accordingly  found  gui^jr  (under  the  5tk 
article  of  the  rules  and  articles  of  war)  of  qpcaki«(^witii 
contempt  and  disrespect  of  bis  coaunandiojc  ofllrer»  and 
was  suspended  for  twelve  montlis.    lie  left  the  campy  fol- 
iowtd  by  the  good  wishes  of  every  offic  er  to  whom  he  was 
personalljr  known;  every  one  saw  that  the  sec/th'on,  if  (iifft 
fiad  been  committed  by  tbe  Smote,  and  not  bj  tbe  GrQi> 

As  no  person  could  be  so  minutely  acquainted  with  tbo 

d^il!^  n-li  rred  to  in  this  paragraph,  as  our  illustrious 
hero,  and  h.s  no  man  is  more  capable  of  pt^rvei  ting  iacCs 
to  his  own  advantage,  or  could  be  so  much  iutcrested  in 
overstepping  tKe  bounds  of  truth  and  bonouft  wbkb  pre- 
sent no  obstacles  to  bis  coursst  1  feel  myself  autborisad 
in  ascribing  the  inlormationt  on  which  tbe  pmeding  pa* 
ragraph  is  touiulccJ,  to  tiic  chief  himself;  which  I  shidl 
answer  by  a  simple  narrative  of  facts,  to  enable  the  world 
to  judge  between  a  perfidious  impostor  aad  a  man  of  bo* 
nour. 

In  my  route  to  New  Orleaast  In  ISOQ,  I  called  at  Nor- 
Iblky  to  hurry  the  embarkation  of  a  body  of  tniops,  as- 
sembled at  thai  place  under  the  orders  oi  Colonel  A. 
Parker,  and  destined  to  the  Misslsippi.   Tbe  corps  had 

*  It  ou^ht  to  be  published  in  honour  of  tbe  mitn*  aad  for  tbe  edifi* 
cation  ui  iiis  admiren. 
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iMMi  ttiwIy  levied^  Hid  Hie  relative  fmk  tubordi-  chap. 

Mle  oflcm  had  not  lieen  settM^  nor  was  I  apprised  of 

the  dfttes  of  tfieil^'tTspectlre  appointmente.   In  the  diatri*  ^'^^^''^ 

btition  of  the  companies  to  transports,  the  details  belong- 
ed to  the  comniaiidinc;  offirers  of  (  orp.s  who  were  pre- 
sent* and  how  it  hapjiened  1  have  no  recollection,  Cap-  \ 
tain  Wtnficid  Scott»  of  the  light  artillcr}\  nnd  Captain 
Jmrn^mMmh^t  Ike  Mk  regiment  of  infantry,  with 
iMip'eiiipMta,  WM  embarked  on  board  the'aame  vcs* 
sel ;  and  as  it  wao  1ndtsp<Siisible  there  ahonld  be  a  senior 
(jfRcer,  to  regulate  the  police  and  discipline,  and  preserve 
the  order  of  this  detachment  on  its  voyage,  Captain 
Banckbead  was  named,  surely  with  no  design  on  my  part, 
to  bToar  bin,  or  to  ofibnd  Captain  8cott»  because  the 
yoong  genttaaen  were  both  strangera  to  me. 
*  On  my  arffval  at  New  OHeane,  (it  will  be  seen  In  the 
next  volume  in  wliat  condiliou  1  found  the  troops,)  I 
was  informed  that  Captain  Scott^  of  the  light  artillery* 
feU  himself  much  aggrieved  by  the  circumstance  of 
Baockhead's  being  placed  in  connand  on  board  the  trans* 
port ;  and  a  few  days  after,  when  engaged  in  my  office. 
Captain  Scott  was  announced,  and  I  received  him  with 
the  respect  due  to  his  rank.    I  do  not  recollect  to  have 
seen  him  but  once  before,  and  then  only  for  tive  minutes. 
He  ilM  seatedt  appeared  exceedingly  confused,  and  at 
length  thus  addressed  kimseK  to  mc.  <«  It  is  probable^ 
Qeneral,  yoii  nuiyfknve  beard  of  my  having  written  n 
free  letter*  to  you,  in  which,  under  a  false  impression,  I 
took  libertios  with  you,  which  1  now  regret."    I  had  re- 
ceived no  sock  letter,  and  interrupted  him  by  observing, 
M.Tbnt  my earswera  not  open  to  Inlbrmers,  and  that  the 
ackiiowledgiBeat  .of  an  etmr,  was  all  a  liberal  mind  could 
desire.**   f  treated  the  Captain  with  delicacy,  and  with 
his  permisiim  admonished  him  as  t  o  the  course  a  subordi- 
nate oificer  was  hound  to  pursue,  under  the  circumstance 

■ 

•  He  had  wrlitcn  n  very  nbus'  vc  JeUrr,  I  was  aOerwafds  informed, 
trhich  he  hueiulcd  for  me,  bmchap£^d  liis  m'md,  and  of  course ^ottf 
m  tause  of  ojence. 
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CHAP,  of  ft  supposed  or  ml  nijwf  fron  a  raperior.  ^Vhmt 
tlw  tpplicatfOB  fcr  rvdress,  cwjcheil  in  wspcctful  lan- 
guage, should  in  the  first  rriRtance  be  preferred  to  the  real 
or  supposed  a,^gressor,  and  in  case  ui*  neglect^  or  refusal 
to  render  justice^  then  it  would  lie  proper  to  carry  tlHi 
eonpiahit  to  Uglier  aalkori^y  aatil  bo  imbM  the  fimm^ 
Im  of  jiisliee^*iriioaM  It  bemao  necessary ;  that  tlio  wU 
tal  principles  of  discipline  forbade  the  individual  to  take 
justice  into  his  own  bands,  and  that  to  rrlax  Ihis  rule 
would  level  distinctions,  and  tear  up  military  subordiaa* 
tioQ  at  the  nots ;  that  the  grooadi  on  whidi  ho  arfghl  a4* 
dress  aicy  were  free  to  tbe  privates  of  liis  eoaipflay  ia  ai* 
dressing  btm ;  that  ▼icioss  precedents  in  milittry  corpa 
xvcre  wholly  inadmissible,  because  destructive  of  order, 
and  that  correct  example  was  the  soul  of  service,  as  it 
reached  from  the  chief  to  the  ranks,  and  influenced  all 
grodeo.   Captain  Scott  acknowledged  bimoelC  tnstmc^ 
edf  tad  thanked  a»  for  my  adaMmitlon»  and  waal  oa  to 
observoy  ^  thatt  be  bad  entered  the  senriee  on  tho  spur  of 
the  occasion,  believing  war  to  be  inevitable,  but  with  no 
intention  of  devotini^  his  time  to  military  pursuits ;  and 
as  the  threatening  starm  had  passed  by,  it  was  his  deter* 
ntnatton  to  retom  to  the  practiee  of  tbela«»  ia  the  ato^f 
of  wbteh  be  had  spent  hiifarhme;  aad  be  canttaaed  ia 
that  straia  of  soft,  persaasiiw,  boitibb  rfsfsnco^  wkieh 

he  can  affect ,  vhcn  solicitous  to  <IcccivCf  that  thci'e  existed 
another  obligation,  w  hit  Ii  imperioiksly  required  his  pi  c- 
•cnce  in  Virginia^  and  that  i  might  readily  canceivo 
what  delicacy  Ibrbado  his  BMBtioatag  it|  aad  Ibr  thsoa 
reasons  be  reqoested  mt  to  acocft  the  rea^natlea  of  bis 
commission.''  I  iafonned  bba  tbat  I  was  ready  to  ii»> 
dulge  his  desire,  but  that  I  tltoit^ht  it  would  be  unjust,  al^ 
ter  the  expense  he  had  been  at  in  equipping  iiimself  with 
nnilbrai  and  armsi  and  the  loss  of  time,  that  he  abould  ro^^ 
tnra  hoaioat  bis  pri?alaoapeaBo$  tbatintbonsonMiitibe 

*  It  may  be  asked  where  this  is  I  I  answer,  it  ought  to  lie  Ibttttd 
in  the  palace  t  but,  alas  !  justice  has  been  cbaied  from  her  scat,  and 
&«lllsh  intrigues  and  ainister  ambition  have  usurped  htr  place. 
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tm|lB  vfert  wembling^  whatever  Might  be  the  appear-  chap. 

4ilMlMgli|  M  ttiftt  if  k6  wM  tak  one,  and  sake  liia  ^"""'^^ 
ff«rtpiati(m  the  alternative^  I  wotiM  gratify  hiniy  and  re- 

fcr  tfie  case  to  the  Secretuiy  c»f  War,  which  would  ena- 
ble him  to  draw  pay  for  his  expenses ;  and  after  his  ar- 
'  rival  at  Iheaeataf  ipafcmamt*  he  aiigiit  determine  to 
csHliaM  ia  aarvieef  or  reaonie  hia  pralbaaioa.  Ha  thaiik- 
«i  mtf  lat  profbawd  liis  ignorattca  of  the  particiitaf  ttodo 
of  application ;  and  I  am  strongly  impressed  with  the  be* 
Jief,  that  I  drarted  a  letter  for  him,  wliich  he  copied  and 
transniitled  to  me^  and  received  a  furlough  for  sixty  or 
ninety  daya, 

Aday  or  two  aflar  Oia  fransacttont  CoIomI  A»  I^er  ' 
of  the  9tb  rc.^imeitt  ealM  ofi  -ni«>  and  enquired  whetlier 

I  had  givTii  Captain  Scott  leave  of  absence  ;  and  on  mf 
ansvverin!^  in  ihc  unii malivr,  ob«?ervpd  that  lie  hoped  he. 
WoMbe  obliged  to  sctUc  tcWi  his  men  before  his  ileparfwcp  as 
Iftey  campioiaad  Itel  ib«  refatiMd  IMr  pa^  I 
iofbnaed  ttie  Coioad  ttiat  It  waa  not  my  duty  to  aearch 
Into  the  nceoQfita  of  my  subordinate  officera  ^  but  that  if 
he  would  lod,4;c  a  written  complaint,  tltc  t  ircumstanccs 
should  he  enquired  into,  after  which  I  heard  nothin.i^  more 
Upom  the  Colonel  on  the  subject  f  but  before  Captain 
icoti  aaiMy  he  called  on  me*  and  requested  to  speak  with 
we  in  pHvate.  I  wall  remember  that  I  walked  with  him 
on  the  t^allery  of  my  quarters  ;  and  at  this  interview  he 
eipressrd  himself  in  tlie  followinj^  lanc^iiaji^e:  ««  Preju^ 
dice*  against  t^ou^  Qciieralf  hcul  been  exated  in  my  breast  $ 
M  your  UbmU  emdmt  towards  me  Hm  dana  them  awayf 
and  Aenee/bi  nwfd  IskaUdefimd  your  ckara^whtsmver 
Ummf  huomB  memanj,'*    Thia  voluntary  declaration 

waii  as  unnecessary  as  if  was  unexpected.  I  made 
my  acknowlodgnietit  with  a  bow,  and  being  pressed  by 
business,  we  parted  without  further  conversation*  Thia 
atatemen^  if  not  verbally^  ia  circuaMtantially  correctt 
andy  in  glvl^g^e  dctailsy  my  memory  ia  refreshed  by  n 
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CHAP    letter  written  on  the  subject  to  a  friendf  dated  February 
xvn.    40^,^  IS  10,  which  is  now  bel'ore  me. 

It  is  materiiiL  to  Uia  aoquel  of  this  namtlve^  to  noto  ia 
tlim  plac9,  that  Captain  Scott,  whilrt  in  Near  Ovieuw, 
bad  a  difference  with  Dr.  Upshaw»*  surgeon  of  the  Sih 
regiment,  whom  be  challenged  to  single  combat ;  but  the 
Doctor  bt'inj^  ronfincd  to  his  bed  by  a  disease  which 
threatened  his  lile,  ail  lie  could  do^  was  tu  promise  Scott 
a  meeting  wlien  h is  health  might  {termit.  The  Captain  hmd 
also  an  affair  of  hoaour  about  tlia  oaaw  timet  which  pro* 
daced  a  meeting  with  another  highly  Jmnourahle  gentle- 
man of  the  faculty.  Doctor  Claude  of  Annapolis,  in  whicli* 
I  understand,  the  Captain,  altei'  delivering  his  fire,  in  or- 
der to  give  a  safe  passage  to  bis  adversary's  bail*  suddrnly 
inclined  hia  body  to  the  earthf  or,  in  another  wor^  BOB* 
BED ;  and  after  erecting  km  cresl^  ^ologiaed.  This 
was  the  carrent  report,  and  I  naver  heard  It  contradict* 
ed  ;  and  there  are  pei'sons  who  contemi,  that  as  no  sttpo- 
Jation  roi  badc  it,  he  liad  a  right  even  to  prostrate  himself 
on  the  ground)  as  other  famed  duellists  have  done  before 
'him»  though  it  seems  to  be  agreed^  that  the  attitude  is  not 
the  moat  chivalrous.  • 

Captain  Scott  left  New  Orleans  In  June,  1809,  under 
the  general  impression,  justified  by  his  solemn  declara- 
tions, that  he  would  resign ;  and  the  charge  of  his  com- 
pany devolved  on  Lieutenant  John  IL  T.  £stes»  of  Alhe» 
marie  county»  in  Virginia*  who  soon  after  applied  to  mc^ 
on  the  subject  wbicb  Colonel  Parker  had  before  men* 
tioned,  and  professed  his  readiness  to  substatitiate  the  ' 
claims  ot  tiic  men,  whose  money  he  said  he  knew  Cap- 
tain Scott  had  received  ;  but  in  the  absence  of  the  Cap- 
tain there  was  no  remedy  for  the  meot  except  by  refer- 
ence to  the  war  department ;  and  I  did  in  that  caee  wbot 
1  was  bottod  by  dut; ,  by  justiceip  and  honour  to  do :  1  in- 

*  ThU  genileman  was  a  near  relation  of  that  eaialted  character 
•nd  luminify  of  the  law.  Judge  Boao,  of  Virginia.  He  wa»  a  man 
of  talents,  with  n  heart  wami,  gmtoui,  sympathetic,  sincere,  he- 
nourabtoi  and  fearless. 
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lormed  Lieutenant  Estcs,  if  lie  would  furnish  me  sucli  CHAP. 

XVII 

written  testimony  as  sboiild  satisfy  my  mind  that  the.  pre-  * 


ni  tba  aoldtot  were  just,  I  would  traiisaiit  it  to 
thfl  war  Aflptitecstr  Mid  writa4h«  8ecreUry  on  the  sub- 
ject, in  order  tluU  stoppngee  niglit  be  made  from  Captain 

Scott«  in  the  settlement  of  his  accounts ;  and  the  Lieute- 
itant  accurdingly  addressed  me  the  fuUowio|;  letter^  co- 
verii^  tbe  dooaoMnts  relemd 

Campt  Tern  au  Mmn^p  M§  9»  1810. 

Sir, 

CAPTAIN  WINFIELD  SCOTT  l  aving  left  the 
aenrice  of  the  United  States,  and  I  being  the  eldest  offi- 
ceTf  In  ilia  abaenoa  Imyo  iiad  freqaeni  appiicationa  from 
tbe  greater  part  of  the  nan»  now  nnder  my  commandf 
for  two  aMiilba  pay  daa  tbemy  to  wit;  September  and 
October,  1808  ^  which  money  1  know  that  Captain  S^;ott 
received  at  Richmond,  and  has  not  ace  onnted  to  the  men 
for;  and  herewith  enclose  a  pay  roll,  made  out  by  Cap- 
tain W.  Scottt  for  Beptamber  and  October,  witb  tbe  afi- 
da?it  of  tbe  men  preaentt  that  iMiva  not  received  tlieir 
money  from  him,  for  the  aboveroentioned  time ;  and  I  do 
certify,  that  the  remarks  made  by  mc  on  the  j)ay  roll, 
opposite  their  namesy  are  accurate  and  just,  to  tbe  best  of 
my  itnowiedge. 

.  I  am»  Sir,  reapectfally. 

Your  obedient  aervant^^ 
(Signed)  JOHN  fl.  T.  ESTES. 

G^rai  ftUkinmn, 

tFar  Deparkntalf  Jane  9B,  18I0l 
I  do  hereby  certify,  that  the  foregoing  ia  atrue  ooiff 
fi-uoi  Uie  originali  on  tlie  files  in  this  department 

LS.  EDWARDS,  Clerk. 
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CHAP.         1  certtfjr,  that  the  within  pay  roll  cxiiibits  a  true 
g^i^     iii^  several  sums  due  Captain  Coiin  Bntknei^ 
^^^''^  company*  agreeably  to  bis  muster  rolls  |  and  that  the 

whule  amount  due  to  SI  St  October,  180S,  is  three  hundred 
.  and  fl^^y-s^^^*eI^  dollars  and  forty-six  rents. 

(^bigiied)  JAt  S.  SWJiiARINGEN, 

BtpuJtif  Fay  Matter* 

TliPrc  is  here  a  mistake  in  wriiin,;:^  Captain  Bnrkner's 
name  for  Captain  Scott's.   The  amount  stat«»d  to  be  due 

is  exactly  the  amoiuit  of  Captain  Scott's  pay  rolL 

>  ♦  • 

ITarilepafftoien^  JkneSB/lSiO. 
I  do  hereby  certify,  that  the  fbregoin.)^  is  a  trne  copy 

ii-om  the  original^  deposited  in  this  department. 

LS.  EDWARDS,  CUrk. 

(COPY.) 

We»  the  nndersignedy  non-commissioned  oAGen> 

musicians  and  privates,  of  Captain  Winfield  Scott's  com- 
pany, regiment  lij^lit  artillery,  do  solemnly  swear,  that 
weiisve  not  received  any  pay  from  the  United  States,  for 
our  services  daring  the  months  of  September  and  Octo* 
ber,  180B;  andtliatwe  have  not  signed,  at  anytime^ 
any  receipt  roll  for  our  pay,  Ibr  the  montlM  of  Seplembor 
and  October,  1808. 

(Signed) 
John  P.  Pool, 
George  W«  Smlthsotty 
Alexander  Oray, 
James  Roach^ 

Mordi'(ai  Burgess,  Witness, 
Thomas  Gray,  his  x  fnark,  W.  S.  Hamiiton. 

Robert  Perk  in  son,  Aw  x  worJIu  W.  S.  Hamilton. 
JBartlett  fieiclier,  bis  X  mark.  W.  S.  Ui^miHon. 
.Tames  Bardy,  Ms  x  mark.  W.  &  HamllM. 

Bartholomew  Crowder,  JUs  X  mari:.  W.  S.  HamUton. 
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Daniel  Lluyil,  CHAJ- 
.J&fbfiaim  Baird, 
HHhMW.Qfli, 

Jolm  Maikwm  Wrrrass, 

John  Davis,  his  X  mark*  W,  8.  Hmndltiin. 

rieasaiit  Spronce,  his  x  mark.  S.  llaiuilton, 

Kicliai'd  Daves* 

J0romiali  Lmcmh  Am  x  mark.         W.  &  Hamiltoa. 

Willim  PerkiasM,  hii  x  M*^*  HamilfoB. 

O.  Cliarman, 

Hamdan  iiobbs,  his  x  mark*  W.  S.  Hamilton. 

TlMMa  WyUMDS,  hii  x  MHk.  W.  S.  Hamiltofi. 
JLavi  WUaai*  tft  x  Mt*.  W.  B.  HaiKiltoii. 

.TbMaa  B.  Mante      x  Mriu     W.  S.  Hanulton. 

Henry  Reinhard. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to,  before  mQ,  at  csmy,  Terre 
attB«af,  this  9th  day  of  July,  1809. 
.  (SHsmI)      W.  &  HAMILTON,  lit  1.1. 34  Ji|/SMKry» 

Ja4^  .Mvoeate. 

IVar  Departmmit,  June  :s,  1810. 
I  do  hereby  certify,  that  the  fore.^oins^  is  ;i  truecopj 
fraai  Iha orii^aalf  dayonilnd  in  this  drpartment. 

IS.  £11  WARDS,  Ckrk. 

The  aspect  of  these  documents  certainly  could  not  but 
excite  iny  surprise  anil  disgust,  because  the  misapplica- 
tkm  of  tiie  pay  drawn  for  men  under  bis  immediate  guar- 
diansklm  who  looibed  to  him  l9r  protection,  and  were 
MfhrifliK  OMsaadmsiy  Ibr  tlM  want  of  it,  was  too  clearlj 
proven  to  be  doubted;  and  certainly  tended  to  affect 
my  confidence  in  him  as  a  man  of  probity  :  and  un- 
der thiti  well-founded  impression,  I  recommended  to  tlie 
Secretary  of  War  the  acceptance  of  his  commission  ;  in 
tbia  and  in  th«  transmittal  of  the  papers,  I  could  not  be 
biaased  by  penaoal  aalmoaity,  bacaoae  Cajptain  Scott  had 
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eakP,  9i  ptfting  p'ofeeaed  Mawdf  ta  be  mj IwU  lliiNijf 
discharged  mj  duty  te  ttweoMlary*  who  M  hem  eheeedt 
"^^^  to  my  profesdoBf  end  to  njcoentry  ;  ind  I  neiwr  heerd 

Tnoi'c  (i[  thdSf  documents  uutil  June,  1810^  wlken  I  fuuuii 
occasion  to  demand  a  copy  of  theni. 

Ciqpttie  Scott»  on  his  arrival  at  the  seat  of  goTem- 
■lent*  contrived  to  have  hie  lierioegh  ertiwdidj  end  4i4 
not  join  hb  eompany  agiin  entil  Novenhtr  or  Decern* 
her ;  a  dreedful  scene  of  mortality  aoHing  the  troops  had 
intcrvf  tH  c],  wlacli  must  have  swept  off  a  considerable 
number  ot  his  men.  I  had  myself  been  reduced  to  the 
▼erge  of  the  gravOf  hut  had  reached  Washington  in  the 
Miflsieipiii  territory  wllh  those  who  eorvived  ;  and  at  tlMt 
place  Captain  Scott  presented  hhnoslf  to  me,  in  c^reat 
perturbation,  for  he  had  exceeded  the  extension  ol"  his 
furlough,  and  appeared  alarmed  lest  1  should  take  advan- 
tage of  the  lapse.  I  however  soon  put  his  mind  at  ease 
on  that  ecorOf  and  he  then  iMntioiied  to  mtg  tha^  der» 
ing  his  absence,  re^rli  had  been  cifcalaled  ky aliens  te 
his  repetatiolif  and  ei^presaed  great  anxiety  Ibr  an  e|M 
portunity  to  vindicate  his  character.  He  proceeded  to 
ask  my  advice  in  respect  to  the  course  he  should  pursue, 
and  I  made  no  hesitation  to  recommend  to  him  a  court  of 
enqniry,  the  ordinary  procedore  in  endi  c«asa»  which  he 
'  accordingly  reqncated,  and  it  was  innMidiately  granteiL 
Tt  must  he  rememheredf  that  Captain  Scott  and  Dr. 
Upshaw  had  differed  in  New  Orleans,  and  the  illness  of 
the  latter  only  prevented  an  interview.  Upshaw  reco 
vered  iiis  liealUi  some  wcel^s  aUsr  Captain  Sciitt^  ^epsuv 
tnre,  and  on  henriag  fimm  Ltentcnant  Sates  tlml  the  Cq^ 
tain  had  detained  his  men^s  pay,  he  spoke  irpptepsnUy  of 
him,  and  procluiined  tlie  ti  ansactioii  a  robbery.  1  do  not 
nTn!le(  t  w  helher  the  Doctor  interfered  in  the  enquiry, 
but  after  it  was  known  that  Uie  court  iiad  reported  cause 
for  investigation,  by  a  general  oenrt  nMrtiai»  he  prs* 
sented  chai^  against  Captain  Scott  to  the  proper  ottoer, 
which  bei))!;  commnnicated  to  me,  I  nrged  the  accaeer, 
most  caruestly,  to  withdraw  the  charge^  which  involved 
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pf)wer,  I  sliould  have  toerced  him,  bciiiusc  General 
Hampton  was  hourly  expected  to  relieve  me  from  llie 
comraanil,  and  1  was  aeusibiey  if  my  reputation  could  ba 
aflbctid  bjr  the  intaaiparato  abuae  of  a  vaia-giortona 
cdamnb,  witboat  otbar  cbaractar  tbaa  tbat  .of  a  gam- 
bter*  it  eoaM  not  bo  aoataliicd  hj  tbe  opinloii  of  a  geiie* 

lal  court  marlial. 

General  Uajoptoo's  arrival,  for  whicli»  by  the  byOf  I 
waited  some  weeks,  released  me  from  all  agency  or  par-- 
ticipatioB  in  tbe  trial  of  Captain  Scotty  altliougb  i%  was 
in  my  power  to  bave  appointed  a  courts  wblcb  would  bave 
paid  more  respect  to  their  own  characters,  to  the  laws  of 
decorum,  and  the  principles  of  subordiiiatiun,  than  to 
bave  siitfercd  my  naoie  to  become  the  daily  theme  of  tbe 
prisoner's  alanderons  invectivea. 

On  observing  the  offensive  paragrapb»  wbich  baa  pro* 
dttced  tbia  ezpeeitioBf  I  made  application  to  A.  J.  Dal- 
las, Esq.  Secretary  of  War,  ad  vUerimf  for  a  copy  of  tlie 
ivi^U  which  had  been  ilais  perverted  to  eul<j,t^iae  General 
iScotty  and  to  stigmatise  my  cliaracter  ;  but  it  did  not 
comport  wilb  tbe  ji}8tice  of  tbe  £xecutive»  to  fumiab  tbe 
man  wliom  be  bad  attempted  mortally  to  injure*  tbe  meana 
of  vindicating  his  innocence  ;  and  after  baving  served 
my  native  cuunlry  my  whole  lifr,  I  had  the  agonisiti|j 
mortification  to  be  refused,  ^^  hnt  1  coribiilcred  a  fair  re- 
quest, by  aforeigncr»  and  an  adventurer,  who  had  reach- 
ed tbeae  states  posterior  to  tbe  revolution  |  and  by  tbe 
name  hand*,  were  many  of  tbe  most  meritorious  officers* 
whose  lives  had  been  devoted  to  the  country,  dismissed  its 
»*ervice.  I  have  liowever  fortunately  procurtid  from  an- 
other source^  certain  iacts  respecting  this  trial  of  Captain 
Scott»  wbicb  may  serve  to  expose  tbe  gross  misrepreaen- 
tations*  set  forth  in  tbe  .paragraph  wliich  has  been  fabri* 
cated  to  ornament  bia  life  at  my  expense* 

The  cuurt  of  enquiry  was  I  think  hchl  about  (he  begin 
ning  of  December*  1809 ;  on  the  18th  of  that  month,  1 
surrendered  the  command  to  Brigadier^general  Harnp- 
vo|;.  L  5  K 


XVII. 
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CHAP,  ton,  and  if  my  memory  docs  not  mislead  mc,  the  general 
court  Diartialy  for  tiie  trial  of  Captain  Scutt,  did  not  as- 

""""^^  aemble  rnitil  the  10th  of  jBtkwrf,  UIO,  bdToie  vkidi 
time  the  apple  of  dieoord  bad  bew  tfaiow8f  and  tboeorfft 
wliich  I  bad  left  in  haraonjF  wae  distracted  by  pefseaiA 
animosities.  The  public  may  be  enabled  to  foi  in  a  faint 
idea  of  the  nertts  of  General  Scott's  biographical  sketchy 
when  they  are  tnfonued>  that  he  was  not  arrealcd  for  hi* 
abuse  of  General  Wilkinson  in  consequence  of  a  real  or 
supposed  injury^  bat  snbatantisllj  on  the  following^ 
charges,  viz. 

♦         <«  1st.  For  drawinj*  two  months  of  bis  company ^spaj^ 
and  withholding  it  from  tiie  men. 

*t  Sd.  For  seditious  and  insubordinate  langnafSf  re* 
specting  the  conmanding  general^  dedaringt  that  if  fa» 
should  go  into  theJUld  with  hhif  ke  waMeami  wu pistsi 
Jar  his  cnemif,  ami  one  fai-  his  srencralJ* 

I  have  no  notes  of  the  specifications,  but  according  to 
the  regulations*  tlie  accuser  was  obliged  to  designate  Utc  . 
time  and  place  of  the  menaced  assassination^  which  L 
have  been  informed  was  at  Richmond  in  Yliginiay  in  the 
autumn  of  I8O89  several  months  before  I  Had  ever  seen 
Captain  Scott,  and  yet  the  paragraph  modestly  states 
that  the  Captain  considered  himself  injured  by  me* 

By  reference  to  the  master  roll  produced  by  Lteotenant 
Estcsy  and  the  depositions  taken  by  the  Judge  AdvocatOt 
lieutenant  Hamiltony  It  will  appear  that  Captain  Seott, 
in  the  months  of  September  and  October.  1808,  had  poc- 
ketted  the  pa}  (jf  36  men,  of  wliom  tlircL'  liad  died,  one 
hud  deserted,  and  one  had  been  discharged.  And  1  have 
not  understood  that  out  of  this  nnmber»  more  than  two  were 
called  to  give  testimony  on  his  trlal»  in  support  of  the 
let  charge— 'Viz.  James  Roach,  a  corporal,  and  Hubbard 
W.  Gill,  ii  private.  These  men^  I  have  been  advised* 
swore  positively,  «  that  their  pay,  for  September  and  Oc- 
tober, 1808,  had  been  stopped  Captain  Scott  without 
their  direetian,  and  theif  knew  not  wUftfint  and  that^o^ 
tkt  eanrt  if  enquiry,  which  had  prodnced  hm  amstf  and 


Digitized  by  Google 


GENEBAL  WILKINSON. 


not  before^  ht  pmd  Utem  the  boUmee  date  lo  them,  whkh  he  ^^^1"- 
had  detained  in  his  hande  mere  than  finrteen  manihe,  I  ^^^y^ 
uho  atiderstood  that  Captain  Scott's  pica  Tor  the  stop- 
page of  this  money,  \v:i8  liis  purchase  of  certain  necessa- 
ries for  bis  men  i  but  then  Roacb*8  pay  received  by  tbo 
Captaioy  appears  tinm  the  master  roll  to  bsTe  been 
8 12  ftSf  which  he  swears  the  Captain  detained  from  Sep- 
tember and  October^  until*  after  the  court  of  en- 
quiry, say  December,  1S09,  for  the  security  of  a  claim 
of  S3  50.  In  respect  to  that  pui  r  of  the  2d  charge  which 
relates  to  tlio  threat  of  assassination,  the  witness  called  - 
negatively  justified  itp  though  he  was  soffbred  by  the  court 
to  evade  the  qoestlony  repeatedly  put  to  him*  bj  declaring 
he  could  not  recoUeet  Hme  or  place,**  which  was  an  indi- 
rect admission  of  the  fact,  because  if  the  words  had  not 
been  uttered^  conscience^  honour^  and  justice^  all  enjoined 
it  on  him»  to  acquit  the  prisoner,  a  brother  officer^  of  a 
foul  and  Infiunous  charge  which  stained  tlie  garb  he 
wore. 

But  Captain  Scott  did  not  confine  liis  Billingsgate, 
slanders  to  tiiverns  and  t^ambline;  tables.  He  was  suflTcr- 
ed  to  scandalise  the  court  with  the  vilification  of  my  cha- 
racterf  and  even  to  engraft  his  abuse  of  me  on  his  boasted 
defence*  which  I  should  have  done  him  the  justice  to  pub* 
Ifsh,  coold  I  have  procured  a  copy  of  It ;  and  yet  I  so- 
lenuily  declare,  I  had  nojjiU't  either  in  Iiis  arrest  uv  pnise- 
ctitiou,  and  in  support  of  this  declaration  i  will  add  an 
extract,  with  which  I  have  been  recently  furniBhedy  from 
Doctor  Upshaw^s  rejoinder  to  Captain  Scott's  famous  de^ 
fence*  the  whole  of  which  ought  to  be  with  the  trial  at  the 
war  office.  To  tliose  who  knew  the  Doctor,  whom  the 
grave  has  long  since  received,  it  would  be  unnecessary 
to  speak  of  his  veracity,  but  to  the  stranger  it  may  be 
proper  to  say*  it  was  not  only  unlrapeachcd,  but  above 
suspicion. 

Extract  from  Dr.  Updmo*e  Beply  to  Captain  ftolfs  ik- 

fence. 

Before  I  treat  of  the  evidence,  I  have  to  do  an  act 
of  justice  to  General  WUkinsonf  by  denying  most  point- 
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CHAP.  efUjf  thAt  tbit  prosecution  was  (tm  npmented  hy  the  pit- 

^^^^.^jl^  Boner)  cofninenred  at  hii  inetwice^  ami  I  frntber  ailnii* 

that  lie  never  saw  the  thai'^es  heiorc  the  arrost*  to  mj 

«  1  now  concluilc  in;-  nperfect  repljr  to  the  prisoner's 
long  and  learne^  defence*  and  have  to  regret  tbat  the  per- 
foraiaoce  of  aome  professional  duties  on  yestm^ayt  de- 
prived me  of  the. necessary  time  to  arrange  and  adjust 

my  thuu.^hls  iii  such  a  w ay  as  to  do  justice  to  tlie  prose- 
.    cution  and  my<?elf.    I  have  one  nmro  muark  to  make  to 
the  court,  and  I  have  dune  .  in  every  part  of  tiiis  trial 
the  prisoner  has  indulged  himself  io  the  bitterest  invec* 
tive  against  General  Wilkinson ;  he  has  even  embodied 
St  in  his  defence,  and  it  is  spread  on  your  records*  Let 
it  he  recollected,  General  Wilkinson  wean)  thesvst>rd  ot 
his  country ;  that  he  has  spent  inat*c  than  twenty-five 
years  in  its  service ;  that  he  fought  tlie  battles  of  his 
country  bcfuie  the  prisoner  had  quitted  the  arms  of  his 
nurse,  and  by  his  talents  and  his  valour  assisted  to 
atcliieve  the  liberty  this  young  man  now  wantonly  and 
tvickedlij  abuscth.    "  Wc  arc  to  esteem  every  man  intwcettt 
before  he  is  Jound  guilty.**   This  is  the  language  of  Uie 
prisoner*  yet  bow  shamefully  does  he  abuse  the  doc- 
trine r 

it  is  a  matter  of  justice  to  General  Scott  to  stale,  what 

I  have  understood  to  he  the  sentence  of  the  court,  and  if 
it  he  incorrect,  the  war  uUlce  is  open  to  U'm»  though  shut 
against  me,  viz. 

Ailter  due  deliberation,  kc*  the  Court  finds  the  pri- 
soner guilty  of  the  first  charge,  but  acquit  him  of  frau- 
dulent intentions,*  and  of  the  second  charge  in  speaking 
disrespectfully  ot  (!»e  romoiandiug  General,  hut  not  of 
the  words  rhari;tiu  and  sentence  him  to  one  year*s  sus- 
pension from  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments.'' 

•  Yd  he  w.^s  c<)n\  ici^hI  of  drawinjj  ami  fletniuing-  his  compriny*s 
rno  'fy,  whilst  he  Icli  the  mew  on  the  Missi^ipjn,  and  himself  rcturn- 
td  to  the  Atlantic  st'jtPH  uiih  the  prnfosscd  irueiuion  to  re.sij:;^n  ;  and 
before  he  atrun  joiiu d  lus  company,  many  of  the  luca  died,  probably 
for  the*  witfii  ui  the  mjacj-  !.c  I»au  i«Di)ropei*Jy  dclaiiicd. 
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.  The  roftdir  will  observe  'that  this  eentence  embraGes  chap. 

the  third  dei^ree  of  military  punishmpnts*  but  it  will  be 
obvious  to  iiitn,  that  the  prisoner  merited  tht  firstf  and  if 
the  trial  had  been  judicially  conducted^  he  certatnlj 
VDuld  have  noActd  IA«  aamiL  The  trial  was  fbttowed 
hy  %  doel  between  Captain  Scott  aailDr.  Upahaw»  on  the 
iavftatiim  of  tbe  Ibrmery  who»  as  in  the  affair  with  Dr. 
Claude,  came  off  second  best.  Tiie  meditated  combat 
became  notorious  over  the  country  before  i\w  mectin,^^ 
which  took  place  on  the  right  hank  of  thcMissisippiyop- 
poaite  tbe  city  ol  Natchez,  the  wcetem  beigbta  of  wbicii 
were  crowded  bj  several  bondred  speGtatora»  dtlxens  and 
ofltoers  of  tbe  amyt  some  of  the  former  having  rode 
twenty  miles  to  witness  the  tournament.  But  let  it  be  re> 
membered,  that  at  the  time  I  was  divested  of  cnmaiRod 
and  authority,  and  I  could  produce  tedtimooy  to  show^  I 
did  what  i  consistently  could  to  prevent  tbe  meetings  in 
which  I  was  moved  by  a  eense  of  dttty»  of  jiistice»  and 
religion ;  which  has  impelled  me,  socoessfoUyy  in  more 
than  twenty  instances,  to  promote  explanations  and  pre- 
vent the  Gothic  appeal  y  but  in  this  particular  case,  a 
sentence  of  dishonour  rested  on  Captain  Scottf  and  Up* 
shaw  was  crippled  by  tbe  rhenmatlsm,  and  scarcely  able 
to  keep  his  feet,  his  trig.i^<  r*  finger  being  swoln  to  almost 
double  size  ;  hut  he  recurred  to  the  old  engagement  ai. 
^^ew  Orleans,  arid  felt  hiuiselt*  bound  to  meet  the  chal- 
lenger; and  in  regulating  the  ceremonials  to  he  observ- 
ed at  the  intervieWf  the  I>octor,  I  was  InfiNrmcd,  expressly 
stipulated  that  there  was  to  be  no    d^Mtq^f  Mihigp  or 

I  heard  notliini;  more  of  Captain  Scott  until  he  ap- 
peared as  Judge  Advocate  on  tiie  trial  of  t'olnncl  Cush- 
ingf  in  which  case  he  is  lavishly  compiimcnted  for  iiis  i-e- 
joluder  to  tlie  Coloners  defence;  I  have  never  seen  this 
invective,  for  such  I  am  assured  it  is,  and  therefore  can 
offer  no  opinion  of  its  merits ;  but  when  a  judge  advocate 
travels  out  of  the  line  of  liis  duty,  iuul  lit  scends  to  toi  lurc 
or  distort  the  law  ur  the  evidence^  for  the  conviction  of  any 
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he  enters  the  iisUi  of  persecution,  ovcrleaiw  the  botmifs 
of  liiim^Uyf  aud  betrays  other  motives  tiian  a  respcci 
for  ilia  ^ati»n. and  a  love  of  justice.  Colonel  Oosbtog 
1m4  liiMR  pofMCHlod  by  GMMfnl  Wtmptttif  villi  a  d^n# 

•n^TMiiy  tot «  Mfcr  ^  the  ilMM  Hciiit;  and  Presi^ 

ilent  Madison  and  his  Secretary  of  War  Eustis»  contem- 
plated the  wanton  outrage  on  hiiman  righta  and  the  writ- 
tan  iamr^  with  an  indifference  for  wkidi  tbey  bath  roeritei 
the  rapTObation  af  every  friami  of  cMl  liheH^r  ar  ttilflaiy 

jwtiGa.  It  waa  Ckiloael  Coahiag^a  fiwit  la  he  oiy  IHMIt 
hecaim  I  was  |MMif ;  it  mm  bia  niafortotie  ta  have  Gene- 
ral  Hampton  for  a  persecutor,  because  he  was  rich  ;  and 
as  to  Captain  Scott,  whether  he  had  transferred  his  ha« 
tred  af  njraatf  to  my  fnandf  or  was  sabaidiaad  by  Hamp* 
toa»  altar  the  oontamptian  if  kU  fmium  <»  Ml  law  eim* 
eMm,  ia  a  mattar  af  little  ImpoK ;  aioce,  by  landing  bia 
assistance  io  the  Iron  hand  af  aaarpatioay  for  the  opprea* 
sion  of  the  war-worn  veteran,  who  had  fought  and  bled  in 
the  cause  of  his  country,  lie  devoted  ail  the  leelisgs  of 
the  heaK  to  vengeance  and  venality. 

When  I  waa  ordend  ta  the  MiaaiaMpfi  in  ISIS,  Cap« 
tain  Soatt  left  that  country  with  his  patron  Oanerai  ^ 
Hampton,  and  arriving;  at  the  seat  of  government,  hi^ 
neditimis  conduct  in  the  abuse  of  t/te  scmor  affittr  of  the 
arm^f,  atui  Uu  disfumourabU  misapplication  of  tJie  pay  of 
hi$  menf  reeommaidtd  him  <a  $irm^  to  the  patnmgi  ^ 
Fmidini  MaOinm  and  hie  Sear^arf  BiMt,  Uiat  they  no* 
vunuiied  Mm  to  a  Ideuteimi'eelondcif  of  ArUSertff  over 
many  older  and  better  officers,  who  had  served  their  coun* 
try  ten  and  fifteen  years,  for  at  tliat  time  Scott  did  not 
iinderataod  the  axis  from  the  viauai  range  of  a  gun ;  in* 

*  The  p:^pn=-tion  of  the  Illegal  and  barbarian  treatment  of  Coloael 
(Pushing,  whicli  v.  as  before  Presidtnt  Madison  ami  Doctor  Euatit, 
would  at  this  diiy  excite  emotions  of  horror  throughout  the  commu. 
nity;  and  yet  General  Scott  is  eulogised  im-  joining  in  the  persecu> 
tion  of  this  virtuous  citizen^  and  mcritortwu*  veteraa  of  tbe  fevelu* 
tion.   O  icntporA  *  O  mores  ! 
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deed  I  doubt  whether  he  could  take  the  distinction  now  ;  chap. 
but  ttiat  iiiustriouft  bo4^fthe  aooaie  of  these  atates^  the 
•hcttfc  aoduir  of  Um  comtiMmt^  fwrtured»  «a  tiwjr  da 
iAHMtini(«»  udf  with  huilUif  I  thinkt  l»  4q  nmi 
litqMntly,  to  qiMHfcMi  the  FwMeMd  iahMiMllt^f  ki  tht 
nomination  of  this  son  of  sedition  ;  for  they  had  heard 
eomethint^  of  his  conspicuous  doings,  and  the  distiuguisli- 
ed  honours  he  had  received  on  the  banks  o£  the  Mississip- 
;  and  il  was  to  tha  oxnrtioaa  of  my  reapected  fnoMl 
Mr«  GOea  of  Viislnii»  that  he  awed  the  conftnaatioa  of 
his  nooiiiiatbti  I  and  notwithataBdiiif^  the  impadent 
ground  of  justification^  which  this  full  born  son  of  Grac- 
chus has  setup  iu  the hiogiaphkai  hkelch  of  himselfy  he^ 
a4  that  thm,  professed  his  sorrow  for  the  Ubertiea  ha  had 
taken  with  m»  and  pleaded  the  heat^  inespefienee  sad 
Inprodence  of  youthf  to  eataaaaie  bta  aias;  Mr*  Giles» 
in  answer  to  certain  objections  which  had  been  made  to 
the  confirmation  of  Lieutenant-colonel  Scott's  nomina- 
tiua>  took  the  ground  of  his  youthful  indiscretioof  and 
eonedoaaiiesB  of  the  impropriety  of  hia  condact*  to  pal* 
liaita  the  oA^ncea  of  Captaia  8Gott»  and  rcmiiidad  hia 
honoarable  asaoeiatea  of  the  unffemi  intertil  hehad  talieii 
in  wliatevcr  rcIaUd  to  my  tiumhle  loi  tunes  ;  inferring 
from  thcnct  Umt  it  must  be  impassible  lie  should  advocate 
the  cause  of  the  Lieiiteoaut-colonely  if  he  beiievad  liiiBt 
iaiiaical  to  ne  s  thia  reaaonlag  proTailed,  and  the  noaU 
nation  waa  confinned.  1  had  thia  little  detail  from  Mr* 
Giles,  in  roy  passage  through  Washington  in  1813^  on 
my  way  to  lake  the  command  of  tlie  army  ou  the  northern 
£ro!ii  irr. 

Ill  the  prosecution  of  roy  duty,  aa  will  be  more  partl- 
cnlarly  explained  In  the  third  volume  of  theae  mamoin^ 
I  reached  Fort  George  In  Upper  Canadn  the  beginning  of 
-  September,  in  such  ill  health  aa  to  he  <Nmined  to  my  bed 

and  apartment ;  a  few  days  after  my  arrival,  1  waa  in- 
formed by  an  oflicer  of  my  family,  tliat  Colonel  Scott  * 
felt  aome  delicacy  in  waiting  on  me,  as  lie  did  not 
know  how  he  wonM  he  received  I  i  replied  that  the  difl- 
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CHAP,  cuity  >va9  imaginary*  and  desired  him  to  iafora  CoIqmI 
^^^'*   Soott^  lie  womIiI  be  receified  vkk  all  tbe  itspeci  XkBt  wm 
dm  t0  hie  nude*  The  Colonel  eeHed  on  me  the  r 
and  found  me  eiCtin^  up ;  he  approached  me  wl^  more 

marked  embarrassmeiit  than  at  New  (Irleans ;  I  arose, 
gave  him  my  hand>  bc.^.t^ed  liiiii  to  beseated,  and,  by  the 
unaffected  civility  with  which  I  received  him*  soon  put 
him  at  eaee ;  after  the  ordinary  inqulriee*  Colonel  Scott 
reqneated  leave  to  enter  into  an  expUmatien  of  pait  cir- 
cumstancesy  and  was  proceeding,  but  I  interrupted  him 
by  observing  that  explanntion could  no  ^ood  to  cither 
of  uSy  and  it  would  be  better  tu  consign  the  j»ast  to  obii- 
Tion ;  that  we  were  entering  upon  an  arduous  service  from 
which  our  country  expected  mucfay  and  that  it  was  our 
duty  lo  combine  our  eflbrta  to  fulfil  thoaeeipectatione;  and 
that  he  might  rely  on  me  for  every  attentioiiy  to  which  his 
rank  and  services  could  give  him  a  claim.  I  was  ill  at  the 
time,  and  therelbre  cannot  charge  my  memory  with  par- 
ticular expreesionSf  but  the  preceding  statement  is  eah- 
atantially  correct*  Colonel  Scott  appeared  satisfied  with 
his  Intervlewy  and  my  sahsequent  conduct  is  the  h^ 
test  of  my  sincerity. 

Some  days  after  this  interview,  understand inj^  that  llie 
enemy's  batteaux  were  secured  in  a  creek  about  twelve 
miles  distant^  under  a  weak  guardf  1  spoke  to  Coloasl 
Scott  on  the  subject;  he  credited  the  report*  appeared  to 
understand  the  topography  of  the  oountryt  aiAl  oihred 
his  services,  with  a  select  detachment  of  300  or  ^00  men^ 
to  destroy  them.  It  was  ari  object  of  great  moment  to 
tiie  contempiated  operations  of  the  army  to  deprive  the 
enemy  of  water  transportf  ts  it  would  retard  their  move* 
ment  to  the  ancoonr  of  their  posts  hdow ;  I  therefore 
closed  with  the  pro[Nisition»  as  my  own  transports  were 
)i(it  ready  to  receive  the  troops,  and  the  squadron  had 
not  arrived  for  our  convoy  down  the  lake.  Colonel  Scott 
selected  his  dotachment»  and  embarked  after  night-fall,  to 
elade  the  observation  of  the  enemyt  whose  leftfiank  he 
was  obliged  to  pass.  I  nnderstood  this  command  mosiled 
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Urn  jniMij  and  dteontent  of  the  senior  Colonehiy  chap. 
in  the  camjiy  who  viewed  it  as  a  measure  of  undue  ^^Y^* 
parUaJity ;  atidf  in  such  cases,  front  iiie  iraiiiy  and  seliiiiU- 

MM  ^  m«ff(k^«liM9  ^  fttttisMi  will  rmfy^ctmYmlA 
Itethib  MneilietioMr  of  allMiir  iMil^tMMidi  miMrffiBt 

si^mMT    the  fAf^tf  1liir%)Bttl!i  ^viti  tlli^MiMedf  ^iiil  OttVdMcil 

Scott  n^turncd  tlic  next  day,  vsidi.  iii  }jtin(^  abit^  la  ac- 
Cdiiiiifor  liis  dctacluiit^tii  j  tlie  ilisromfiture  excited  acatiip 
titter,  and  the  Colonel  presented  himBelf  to  me^  ow* 
whelmed  with  norCf ficafioti  $  wliil  wad  my  comliiell 
There  nH  thm/*  said  I»    who  wiO  exM  in  fewr  ik^ 

ttppnhtfmctit,  Ciilouel ;  hfd  never  mind  it ;  ijou  could  not 
control  Hit'  irf  mid  I  will  just  if ij  you.**  Tlic  vjiriur 
had  pcnrtt  ntLMl  the  intended  rauvcmcrity  but  had  uu  kiea 
of  its  destination;  how  capricious  is  man's  fortune;  the 
road  to  fame  was  now  open  to  me ;  I  saWf  and  langiifah- 
ed  to  tread  it  ^  hut  mj  orders^  reiterated  orders,  forbade 
itie  ;  my  fut'cc  was*  competent  to  have  destroyed  De  Rot- 
trtibiiri^h  ;  my  bonfs  were  ready ;  svc  commanded  the  !;^kc : 
I  could  have  blipt  into  his  tear  and  demolished  or  captured 
his  division  in  twenty-four  hours.  It  pleased  the  Almighty 
*  to  direct  otherwise,  and  I  am  cont^t  with  mj  destiny. 
Contrary  to  my  will,  I  was  obliged  to  hold  Fort  Geori^e 
instnul  of  ra/iiti^  il,  :is  I  h^d  iletermitied ;  and  all  tlio 
misror'tniirs  on  tlin  western  frontier  of  >v  Viu  k,  wiiicli 
ensued  the  next  winter,  \v;i.s  the  consequent  e.  it  was  ^ 
fair  presumption,  that  after  the  departure  of  the  division^ 
the  enemy  might  attempt  to  carry  tha  place,  in  theexpec* 
tation  it  would  be  left  with  a  weak  (garrison  i  the  trust 
^'RH  of  the  first  niai^'uitudc,  and  1  selected  Colonel  Scott 
for  the  command. 

We  parteil,  anil  my  next  interview  with  the  Colonel 
was  near  Prescott,  the  evening  before  tlie  troops  past 
that  place,  where  I  received  an  unexpected  visit  from  him ; 
the  meeting  will  be  described  in  the  third  volume  of  thes^ 
memoirs ;  the  expressions  of  my  feriings  were  sincere ; 
but  alas  '  It:  v  were  they  m  urn  ti  j  iiiybu.il,  my  accom- 
modations, my  bed,  were  free  to  the  gentleman ;  and 
next  morning,  when  more  dead  tiiaii  alive,  from  the 
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CHAP.  Haigoe  and  expoMm  ftT  lh»  |wicrti«g  aigb^:.!  gvia 
Colonel  Sootit  wlw  bad  left  Mooorfs.MilMl  ykthmm^ 

viable  rommand.  We  parted  a^in»  and  I  saw  him  uo 
more,  tin  til  lie  entered  my  chamber  at  a  Doctor  Mann's* 
on  Salmon  Riter*  near  the  French  MilLs.  He  had  ob- 
tained a  farlougb»  and  waa  ^  going  m  io  the  aant  of  |p»» 
verament,  to  make  ammgmaoati  Iht  miipiihn  aai 
craltiui^^  [lis  corps,  preparatety  lia  tbn  mnaiag  camfaign» 
and  to  pass  into  Virginia  to  ktk  i^fkr  Mb  private  estaU*** 
He  pressed  my  feeble,  lielpless  hand,  and  when  I  com« 
plained  of  my  hard  fortune,  he  affected  to  pour  halm  into 
my  afflicted  Losoro,  by  assuring  me,  thai  although  his 
relations  with  General  HamptoHf  umid  pmcMt  bm  aajr- 
ing  any  thing  against  that  ottfier*  ««my  osndad  sIMtf 
placed  offU$  proper  gmmd^  tmd  I4at  ke  9koM  ttndioale  it 
against  censure.**  Thero  was  no  witness  to  tliis  conver- 
sation ;  but  my  physicians.  Dr.  Bull  and  Dr.  Mann> 
were  privy  to  Colonel  Soft's  visit  to  me,  in  my  chambap» 
I  forget  whether  mjr  a&d-de^camp  Colonel  Pmbmy  was 
with  me  at  tJie  time»  .er  wbetber  be  bad  been  aent  in  pur* 
suit  of  the  fugitive  Hampton,  whom  I  had  dctei  mined  to 
arrest,  in  consequence  of  the  dupltcily  in  which  1  had 
detected  Armstrong,  h  v  Uamptoii'a  betrajral  of  bia letter^ 
of  November  istb,  laid. 

With  tbeae  pretasiona  en  Wa  lipi»  wiM  tfa  Altar  ^ 
Utoven  can  imlam  w$re  mai$  lomebf  Otkmd  BeaU,  be 
an  ives  iit  Albany,  aiid  there  discuvcriiig  that  the  Secre- 
tary ol  >Var  had  determined  to  make  me  the  scape  geat 
for  tlic  failure  of  the  campaign,!  he  yields  to  his  aactet 
hatred  of  a  man»  whom  As  And  tee  dmpiy  u^fmai  ever  le 
forgivtt  and  forgetting  my  IrMlnMntoCUmf  ami  bie  own 
▼olontary  promteesy  beoetstrips  the  perfidy  displayed  usi 
the  Mississippi,  ami  as  I  have  bctn  infoniied  md  do  rcrihf 
believCf  attempted  in  whispers  tu  blast  my  cbaractWt  by 
imputing  to  me  the  beastly  eftee  el  drunkeMen^  el  « 
time  when  I  labenred  nader  a  dieeaee  wbicb  menaced  my 

*  See  Volume  m.  pigc  374 

t  See  testimony  of  Colonel  King,  Volume  III.  page  7& 
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liFcy  and  would  have  confined  almost  any  other  man  to  CHAP, 
his  bed  ;  hence,  1  have  no  doubt,  his  reluct«incc  to  appear 
before  the  general  Court  Martial  at  Ti  oy ;  and  notwith- 
standin,^  my  earnest  supplirations,  he  wan  protc/:ted 
against  the  authority  of  the  court,  by  avocations*  from 
the  war  department,  not  of  an  urgent  nature,  which  were 
devised  after  it  was  known  there  that  he  was  relied  on  as 
a  material  witness  in  my  case.  I  hope  the  author  or  au- 
thors of  this  secret  slander  may  still  be  dragged  to  the 
light ;  for  myself,  1  can  have  no  further  claim  on  Presi- 
dent Madison,  but  that  the  slanderers  sliould  be  exposed 
by  way  of  warning  to  society;  and  they  are  known  to  him, 
if  credit  may  be  reposed  in  the  following  report,  which  is 
imputed  to  the  then  Secretary  of  M  ar,  (Jcncral  Arm- 
strong :  ''On  the  19th of  February,  1814,  the  Secretary 
of  War  reported  to  the  President,  that  he  had  some  time 
before  received  a  communication,  of  which  the  paper  en- 
closed and  marked  (A)  was  an  extract,  that  sensible  of 
the  delicacy*  of  military  reputation,  he  was  in  no  haste  to 
act  upon  it,  nor  even  officially  to  submit  it  to  the  Presi- 
dent^s  inspection  ;  that  the  reason  for  that  hesitancy  was 
now  removed ;  that  he  had  in  two  instances  followed  the 
references  made  in  the  communication ;  and  that  in  both 
the  truth  of  the  principal  charge,  drunkenness,  Irad  been 
confirmed;  that  a  sense  of  duty  compelled  him  to  pro- 
pose, that  General  Wilkinson  be  relieved  from  the  com- 
mand of  the  army  and  district,  and  that  a  court  of  inquiry 
be  instituted,  as  speedily  as  possible,  for  the  purpose  of 
examining  and  deciding  whether  his  conduct  had  or  had 
not  been  censurable  during  the  last  campaign." 

This  anticipation  of  a  subject  which  will  be  treated  at 
large  in  the  third  volume  of  these  Memoirs,  is  incidently 
brought  forward  to  jusitfy  my  suspicion  of  General  Scott's 
•  agency  in  my  persecutions,  it  will  be  seen  in  the  cele- 
brated report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  January  525th, 
1814,  that  Colonel  Scott  contributed  his  mite  of  informa- 
tion against  roe,  for  which  he  received  the  reward  of  a 

•  Sec  Trial,  YoUmc  111       '  -  " 


ago  MKM0IS8  BT 

CHAP,  iepanrte  ooiBimind#'erNiM  witUft  my  pro^  4llaMest^ 
^X!?!   atifi  in  tbe  ii^t  set  of  cllarges  prodwced  agnlMl  mc, 

orders  to  Colonel  Scott  at  Fort  Georgef^  were  made  a  e^im  hmiiI 
of  criminaiiun,  which  must  have  hfcnjKDnshed  by  himjor 
ike  purpoUf  but  were  afterwards  discovered  to  be  |i>o  ridi- 
cttbiw  for  gniTO  eoiwidcrftttoii»  and  wci^  itwwimiMittcd 
in  the  seeontf  ami  third  €dUian$  of  tlKiii  etMUPges;  ftttd 
now,  to  ^ive  the  finbhing  touch  to  hypocrbyy  1  mh  uM 
this  spurious  champignon,  whose  praue  J  must  consider 
CCitsurCf  speaks  of  me  with  respect* 

It  nay  be  proper  in  this  place  to  rehiark^  lhat  the  r»- 
port  of  General  Anastreng  exposes  a  trait  in  the  admt* 
nistratlon  of  the  meekt  candidt  amiable  and  virtooos 
Pn»j?idcnt  Madison,  well  wiirthy  the  altentiun  of  all, 
M? ho  disapprove  the  tlark  deeds  of  despotic  goTermm  tit'^, 
and  mure  especially  of  military  comuanders,  wboso 
staading  and  characters  have  beoosM  dependent  en  aaer- 
vile  acquiescence  in  the  c^»rioes  and  usorpntofy  acts  of 
the  exeeotifet  Uirouj^b  his  minister  of  war;  fbr  it  mnst 
never  be  Itirgotten,  that  durini^  the  ii^ii^n  of  this  I're^- 
dent,  an  authorised  s\stL'ni  of  Espionage  was  introduced 
\  into  the  American  army»  and  secret  informations  were 
invited  and  received  from  the  torrapt»  aeditiona»  and  In- 
attbordinate*  who  infest  all  armies;  thus  sulgecting  a 
chief  selected  for  a  special  command  and  a  dire  responsi- 
bility, trjliu'  f  iilmnirus  of  unflcdi^ed  subalterns,  whci-ebjr 
public  conildencc  is  destrnycd,  the  principled  of  subordi- 
nation and  discipline  prostratedf  tbe  essential  iatereatr 
of  the  serf  ice  vitally  injured,  and  the  bands  of  jaatte 
violated  $  these  are  among  the  nomernaa  misdeeds  of 
President  Madison,  of  which  Ms  contemporaries  and 
postcrify  arc  to  jude^e.  The  or^^ati  f)f  hiS  will  has  set  forth, 
that  among  my  secret  accusers  there  wci*e  three  of  the 
dsnsro^ efficm  whe/mi  served  widsr  nie,''  of  whom»  if  I 
mistake  not^  one  waa  perjured  on  my  trial  |  another  swore 
roundly  in  my  vindication ;  and  the  thiH»  like  Major- 
Ipeneral  Scott,  declined  swcarii!;^  or  affirming  at  all. 
Yet  notwithstanding  those  liigh-soundiiig  chargcSf  neither 
my  conduct,  nor  my  honour,  could  be  affected* 
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,  "Mtve  I  shall  leave  tlii^  legitimate  descendant  uf  the  CHAP. 
Gracchi,  anois)'  democratf  a  silent  federalisty  and  a  sub- 

tjrnmtf  who  would  tooiier  reign  in  licll  than  serve  ^^^^ 
hmmm,*'  t»  tte  eiy4graMat  of  ibe  rich  beqiiMls  of  his 
wAwfM  aicMtrjr  i  and  will  intreat  of  the  candid  reader 
^  OBMliaiv^tbe  injurious  paragraph  in  the  biofrapbical 
sketch  of  Major-general  >Y infield  Scott,  v\i(h  the  fact^ 
wt  forth  in  these  sheets ;  hy  wlilch  he  will  be  enabled  to 
decide  ifli|iartiall3'»  that  the  sedition  on  the  Missisnippi 
.  w«a  on  the  part  of  Graccbos^  who  not  only  threatened 
and  reviled  the  aenata  withoat  provocatioof  but,  to  the 
anbrerdon  of  all  order,  endeavoured  to  seduce  Into  eedl* 
tion  and  disorder,  tliose  whose  rij^hfs  he  pretended  to 
espouse;  and  in  this  triaiiiiti'  iie  dt luonstrated  his  respect 
Aur  the  principles  and  conduct  of  his  predecessors,  with 
whom  nortrilnmtBf  nor  ant^f  nor  vutal  virgim,  when 
thty  interfered  with  their  ambiMonM  cr  sinisUr  dt9lgni$ 
were  for  a  moment  safe ;  and  from  the  same  fiourcee  the 
fuIi<»vviri.J5  farts  may  be  cleaily  asccrtainedy  viz :  WhctJior 
General  Wilkinson  was  vindictive  or  Captain  Srott  trea- 
cherous ;  whether  the  GeneraPs  frankness  was  not  return- 
ad  with  hypQcriajt  hie  kind  officea  with  ingratitudet  his 
•Inoeri^  With  deceit^  and  hb  majpiaQimi^  with  per- 
fidy. 
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CHAPTER  XVllL 


.1  Glance  at  the  Mlitary  Services  of  Major  Mkn  M*Lcan, 
with  (in  Explanation  of  the  Marquis  dc  la  Fayelle^s 
MofvemtHt  upon  JBarren  MUL  * 

TvHBiiro  from  the  disgusting;  siibjei^t  of  the  last 
Chapter^  and  leaving  to  cmirtirrs  and  sycophants  the 
contemplation  of  nnxlcni  bi«\m  mijI.k  a!  skvlrhrs,  whicJi 
serve  to  cheat  the  understanding  t)t'  lioncsl  imn,  to  pam- 
per the  Tantty  of  pretcnderSf  and  advance  the  ambttioiia 
views  of  impoatorsy  1  will  invite  the  reader  to  partictpato 
the  pleasares  I  enjoy ^  in  rescuing  from  ohlivton  tlie  ser- 
vices of  one  revolutionary  brotbert  and  placing  on  Its 
true  grounds  the  professional  conduct  of  another,  \iliicli 
appears  to  have  been  iinperi'ectiy  understood  hy  the  Ame- 
rican biographer* 

After  the  misfortunes  of  the  campaign,  the  loss  of  Flii- 
ladeiplriay  and  the  aflTair  of  Gkrmantown  in  1777 f  Gene- 
ral Washington  took  a  strong  position  at  White  >larsh, 
thirteen  miles  from  his  antagonist,  Sir  M^illiam  Howe; 
and  about  the  first  of  December,  after  the  junction  of  the 
troops  who  iiad  conquered  General  Burgoyne,  he  founil 
himself  in  sufficient  force  to  give  Sir  Wiillafli  battlCf 
sbiHikl  he  be  inclined  to  hazard  a  combat. 

Having  taken  this  position*  it  became  lucessary  to  the 
safety  ot  the  American  army,  that  a  light  corps  oi  obser- 
vation should  be  constituted  to  bang  upon  the  enemy^<l 
front*  under  the  conduct  of  an  ofBcert  who  had  been  tried 
anddistingaished  for  activity,  vigilancet  valourt  and  dis- 
cretion ;  and  General  Washington  conferred  the  signal 
honour  upon  Captain  Allpn  McLean,  a  native  of  Phila- 
deipliia^  lur  whose  command^  a  partj  of  dra|;aoti6|  and 
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one  liuntlrcd  and  fifty  men,  i\  ith  fonr  subalterns,*  were  chap. 
selected  from  the  lino  ol  \h»  arfDjTf  ia  virtue  of  tiio  Sok- 
Uwng  QtMVftl  OidtTy  Tia  : 

<«  The  toadi— wt  of  180  mi,  for  CapUlu  WiAtu/^n 

command,  to  be  rurniiilicd  by  Woodford's,  Scott's  1st 
Pennsylvania,  2d  Pennsylvania,  Poor's,  d lover's,  Lar- 
ned'if  Pattersoii'89  Weedon^Sy  MuUenberg'sy  Maxweil's^ 
Conwftj*a»  HuKiqgdiNi'ip  and  Yaniiim*4  Iiri|;ade8*  The 
dingoooe  by  Miyor  Clow.'' 

'Willi  this  detacbmctii^theCommanilcr  in  Chief  charged 
Captain  M^LeaOf  with  the  arduous  duty  of  watcbuig  the 
moTenmts  of  the  entmjf  mod  iaterceptiqg  the  conmu- 
nication  of  the  citj  with  the  oomntxj,  between  the  Dela- 
ware an4  the  Schuylkill  rivere ;  mnd  he  marched  Arom 
Head- Quarters  on  this  service,  the  18th  of  October,  1777, 
onder  the  foiiowiug  orders  and  instructions* 

To  Allon  M«Leanf  Kaqaire^  Cnwandapt  of  a  ^urty 

of  ohaer?atioi^ 

«  Sir, 

«<  Your  bcina:  arquuinted  with  the  country  in  the 
neighboiirbood  of  Vhiladclphiay  will  take  post  roost  ad- 
vantageous for  watching  tbe  enemy,  aeniUng  oul  the  no* 
cessary  parties  and  paftrolciiy^for  that  end  and  yonr  own 
security ;  yon  are  to  preirentt  as  far  as  possible,  all  in* 
tercoorse  between  Philadelphia  and  the  country,  suifcr- 
ir)^  none  to  £^0  to  the  city  without  pa.s.ses  irjwn  by  thu 
auUiority  of  the  Commander  in  Chief;  nor  are  you  tu 
permit  any  person  to  come  from  the  cityt  into  theeounr 
try,  unless  they  come  out  with  an  Intention  not  to  returni 

*  Ltcuteniat  Cast,  of  Kew  Hanpsbiiv,  a  meratorioua  oiBeer,  who 
tcmd  in  tbe  army  which  captured  Burgoyne,  with  diBttngaiahed 
•ravwy }  be  toaa  to  a  Majority,  tiaigned,  and  settled  in  the  state  of 
Ohio,  father  of  Qofesnoe  Oess  i  liiuiensiil  Doter,  a  reapeetobte  cHI* 
sen,  living  near  Philadelphia!  and  LieateMiits  Ansftieof  and  Qais* 
both  gallant  officers,  now  dead. 
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OOilP.  M  pMolw  Iran  whoM  OMitvrial  inteHi.e^ence  mty  be 
gaiied;  and  In  tbe  latter  case  yen  wm  send  tiiero  on  fo 
Head-Quarters,  aader  the  cave  of  a  dragoon ;  ytm  will 

also  en(lc<ivoiir  to  i^ain  the  best  intelligonce  relative  to  the 
eaeaiy»  and  cuminimicate  the  same  to  the  ComiDander  ia 
Chief. 

if  TlMOTIi¥  nCKERINe,  Qw.** 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 

No  passes  to  be  gi^en  to  any  one  to  go  into  Phila« 

dclphia,  li'it  l)y  the  iM;ij<>r- general  of  tlie  day,  who  will 
not  grant  ibcui  without  due  exaininatioOf  aad  upon  the 
reasonable  and  necessary  occaaious.*' 

Queries  in  writing  from  General  Washington  to  Cap- 
tain  M<Lean,  Commandant  of  a  party  of  observatioay 

1777—* 

1st.  What  Bomber  of  troops  snppoaed  to  be  ia  General 
Howe^s  army>  and  bow  disposed  of  2 

2d.  What  works  thrown  up  in  and  about  the  city»  aud 
what  cannon  in  tlirm  ? 

3(1.  Ua^  c  any  detachments  been  made  over  to  Jersey f 
and  for  what  purpose  ? 

dtb.  Hew  flMUiy  men  bave  they  sent  orer  there»  and 
how  many  pieces  of  cannon  ? 

9th.  What  kind  canuuii,  whether  only  field  pieces 
or  larger  t  annon  ? 

6th.  What  preparations  are  they  makini^  on  the  wa* 
tar?  are  they  litting  ont  ships,  gallies,  lire  raftSf  or 
floating  batteries  ? 

7th.  Do  they  think  they  can  stay  in  Philadelphia  if 
their  shijiping  cannot  pass  the  torts? 

8th.  Can  you  (Jiscoverf  whether  they  will  attempt  any 
thing  against  the  fortSf  and  when  2  Observe  carefaUr 
the  preparations  making  on  the  river  and  along  uk 
wharves  |  it  is  of  great  importance  to  know  the  precise 
time,  or  as  near  it  as  j^ossible* 
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9th.  Is  there  any  talk  of  leaving  PbUadelpbiai  and  by  chap. 
what  r  oiitc;  observe  carefully  whiit  they  are  doing  with 
Uicir  wagons ;  whetUer  tbeir  baggage  is  packed  up#  and 
wliat  dinctioaa  their  wigtnt  receive  ? 

lOtb.  AMtlwtorto  and  fHende  of  the  British  amr 
«nder  M«eh  appi^ehenalon  of  their  leaving  the  dty  ?  and 
what  preparationii  arc  liicy  making  to  reoiove  themselves 
or  their  effects? 

11th*  For  what  purpose  is  it  understood  the  bridge  is 
thrown  over  the  middle  ferry,  and  what  force  is  liept  on. 
the  west  side  of  the  Schuylkill  ? 

ISth.  Has  the  bridge  has  been  injared  by  the  late  BtoroM 

or  is  it  i):uisable  ? 

13lh.  Where  are  the  j^rrnadicrs,  light  infantry,  and 
rangersy  and  arc  they  making  any  preparation  to  move^ 

14th.  What  namber  of  men  are  sent  over  to  Carpen* 
ter^s  and  Province  iriandst  and  how  often  are  they  re- 
lieved ? 

13th.  In  what  conditiou  are  those  haiiks  since  the  late 
rain  ;  can  wa,!*ons  and  carriai^os  pa^s  sr>  as  to  transport 
provisions  and  stores  from  the  ships  to  the  city  i 

16th.  In  what  condition  are  the  troops  for  provisionSf 
and  of  what  articles  is  there  the  greateal  scarcity  ? 

irtb.  How  are  the  inhabitants  situated  for  provisions? 

18th.  What  impression  iias  llic  news  of  General  liur- 
goyne's  surrender  made  on  tlie  British  army  ? 

19tli«  Is  Uierc  any  conversation  in  tiie  British  army^ 
or  among  the  inhabitants^  of  General  Howe's  coming  oat 
to  meet  General  Washington  ? 

90th.  What  is  the  British  army  employed  about  ? 

2l.st.  Ducb  continental  money  riso  or  fail  in  value  in 
the  city  ? 

S£d.  Can  you  learn  whether  there  are  any  preparations 
makingy  or  any  intentions  to  go  up  the  Delaware^  to 
bum  the  frigates  and  vessels? 

Sdd.  Find  out  what  duty  the  soldiers  doy  and  whether 

they  arc  contented  ;  how  many  nights  m  the  week  are 
they  in  bed  I 

VOL.  I.  B  M 
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.  CHAP.     24th.  Inqoire  particularly  into  the  treatment  o£  the  pri- 
flonen  in  the  new  jatli  ao  that^  i£  Beoeaaaiy,  joii  can 
^^^'^'^^  make  oath  of  it  ? 

95tb.  Do  the  enemy  compd  any  of  the  priaoBen  ie  en* 

Ubt  hy  stai'viiig  oi'  otherwise  ill  treating  them  ? 
^     26th.  Find  out  how  tar  the  redoubts  hetween  Delaware 
and  Schuylkill  arc  apart,  and  whether  they  are  connected 
by  lanea  and  ahbatis* 

Captain  M<Lanc  exercised  this  critical,  impurtant, 
and  perilous  command,  until  the  beginning  of  January* 
when  General  Washington  found  it  necessary  to  send  him 
into  the  state  of  Delaware,  to  procure  provisions  for  bis 
starving  army  at  Valley  Forge,  on  which  Arvice  the 
Captain  acquitted  himself  with  his  naoai  activity  and 
effect,  lie  resumed  his  comniand  betorc  rhiladelphia^ 
the  12th  of  April,  where  he  cojitinued  until  the  enemy 
evacuated  that  city,  the  18th  Juuoi  1778.  A  detailed  ac- 
count of  the  rencontres  and  skirmishes  in  which  he  was 
engaged,  and  the  perils  and  hair-breadth  escapes  which 
occurred  during  that  period,  would  make  a  volume,  but 
'  '  my  limits  only  permit  me  to  notice  a  fcw  of  the  more  im- 
portant instances,  connected  with  other  operations  of  the 
war,  in  which  his  services  were  conspicuous* 

Having  received  advice  of  a  meditated  movement  of 
-  the  enemy.  General  Washington  addressed  to  Captain 
M<Lane  the  Ihllowing  letter: 

ft  Mvemker  1777. 

*»Sir, 

have  certain  information,  that  Lord  Cornwallis 
returned  from  Jersey  yesterday,  and  His  said  they  intend 
an  attack  upon  the  army,  with  their  joint  force,  before 
General  Green  can  rejoin  us ;  I  therefore  depend  upon 
your  keeping  a  good  look  out  upon  their  line^,  and  gain- 
ing  every  intelligence  from  people  coming  out  of  town, 
that  I  may  have  the  earliest  notice  of  their  movements  or 
iutentions. 

« I  am,  Sir, 

<f  Your  most  obedient  servant, 

<«  GO :  WASHINGTON.'* 
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In  canseqaence of  this  letter,  M^Lane  adopted  the  ne^  CRAP, 
cessary  precautiutis  to  ascertain  the  designs  of  the  cne- 
myf  and  on  the  sd  of  December  he  received  satisfactorjr 
Inforniatkm  of  a  mediltledBUiTeiBMit  against  the  Ameri- 
cao  •rmyp  vkkh  ha  cooiBUfilcatad  to  the  Generalf  and 
Teceifod  the  Ibllowlag  answer : 


Captain  A.  M'Laae, 

«  Sir, 

^Hia  Excellency  received  your  letter  containing  in- 
teUigence>  and  thanks  you|  he  has  only  to  request  your 
most  ictlve  esettions  in  making  the  earliest  discoveries 
of  the  enemy^s  intention^  and  to  give  hia  notice. 

*t  I  aiUt  Sir, 

«  Your  humble  servant. 


On  the  momtng  of  the  Mi  Deceniber»  a  confidential 

intelli,^nccr  advised  the  Captain,  that  the  enemy  were 
gcttiiii;  ready  to  march  out  of  the  city  the  cnsuini!^  night, 
with  intention,  it  \\m  saidf  to  aurprise  the  American 
army.  He  imniediately  conveyed  the  intelligence  to  Ge- 
neral Washingtottf  and  directed  his  men  to  repose  them- 
selves ^  at  night  fhll  he  marched  down  the  Germantown 
road,  and  disposed  of  his  detachment  on  its  flanks  at  the 
four  mile  creek;  about  10  o*cIock  P.M.  his  advanced 
patroie  apprised  him  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  and 
he  soon  after  heard  the  advanced  guardf  under  Lord  Com* 
wailisy  and  sofilsrod  it  to  come  very  near  himt  befors  he 
delivered  his  ilre»  which  being  quickly  repeated,  and 
briskly  kept  up,  his  Lordship  halted  and  formed  his  lino 
before  he  advaticcd  ;  M<Lane  retired  before  him,  and, 
having  instructed  his  dctaclunent,  man  by  man,  for  their 
condocty  he  hung  open  and  harassed  the  bead  of  theene- 
my'B  column  nntil  day  breaks  when  they  reached  Chesnut 
Hill ;  and  thos,  by  bis  vigilance,  resolution^  and  perse- 
verance, he  retarded  GciiLi  al  Howe's  march,  and  pre- 
vented a  uigbt  attacl^  ou  Ueuerai  Washington's  centre^ 
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€HAP«  lotuqgf  on  this  0GcaskiB»  a  seigeant  and  tm  men  iml  jt 
^^^^  who  were  killed*  I  give  from  General  Howe's  order  of 
BMircliy  tlie  serenJ  coi^*  which  composed  bis  force  on 
this  operatioiiy  Irom  which  niilitary  nion  may  roiiipulo 
bis  strent^th.  This  enterprise  on  the  part  of  the  British 
General,  betrayed  great  imiiecility  and  irresolution* 
whilst  the  conduct  of  General  Washington  manifested 
that  tranqnil  decislont^^hicb  could  not  be  discomposed. 
The  American  ri.i^ht  and  centre  were  impracticalde  by 
-  day,  but  the  left  might  have  been  turned,  which  nould 
have  compelled  General  Washin.^tnn  to  change  his  front 
or  attack  his  adversary  ;  and  from  his  known  character* 
it  is  well  understood  he  would  not  have  paused  for  a  reso- 
lution a  moment*  If  Sir  William  bad  opened  his  own  flank; 
but  the  wary  Britlsb  General  manouvred  and  skirmished 
occasionally  from  General  Washington's  centre  to  his 
left  until  thp  8tb,  and  then  prc(  ipitatcly  retir  ( d  to  Phila- 
delphia ;  Ihs  own  army  humiliated  by  murtificatiou  and 
disappointment^  and  that  of  the  United  States  animated 
With  pride  and  self-confidence.  Captain  M^Lanot  after 
accompanying  the  British  General  to  Cbesnut  Hilly  made 
a  detour  by  his  left,  threw  himself  upon  bis  rear»  and 
actually  interrupted  his  free  communication  with  Plala- 
deipbiay  taking  several  prisoners. 

As  the  spring  openedf  jpd  the  season  for  operations 
approached*  to  put  the  men  In  exercisey  and  to  approxi- 
mate an  elite  corps  to  the  enemy»  General  Washbigton 

•  Van  fjuard  under  the  command  of  L'icii(cnant«gener:il  the  F.arl 
of  Corsu".  .lUis — Two  baitalions  of  light  intaniry  ;  cbasscur.s  dismount- 
ed; British  ^rcn  idiersj  llessian  grenadiers;  4th  brigade  British; 
two  squadrons  IGih  drag-oons;  two  mediuro  twelves;  two  howitzers. 

Under  the  command  of  His  Excellency  Lii-iitenant-geiieral  Knyp- 
liausen — Rcfj^imcnt  du  corps;  regiment  of  Don  ii);  1st  brigade  Bri- 
tish; two  light  twcke  pounders;  brigade  of  guards;  one  squadron 
I6th  light  draiTOons ;  5ih  and  27th  regiments;  two  light  twelves; 
26th  and 27th  rc^aiienu  ,  3d  brigade  ;  two  squadrons  I7lh  light  dra- 
goons; hospital  wagons;  rum  wagons;  emply  wa^joiis;  .  l1  l).iU..lion 
Tlst  regiment  mounted  chassetirs  ,  one  squadron  17th  light  dragoons  i 
Queen's  rangers  on  the  right  flank  of  the  liiic  of  baggage* 
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MlicM  About  S400  of  hig  best  troops»  and  detacbed  them  chap, 
ftmu  his  cantonmeut  at  Uie  Valley  Forge,  acrns«i  the 
Schuylkill,  under  the  commanfl  of  the  Marquis  de  la 
Fayette;  a  jrouiig  uubleinan,  admired  and  beloved  by  the 
wMe  um]tf  ^  ^  amUible  dtepoeitioiH  his  cfaarming 
niMBerSf  gtest  gaUtttnri  and  ardent  attacbnent  to  tbo 
caose  of  the  country.  In  addition  to  the  notim  assign- 
ed lur  ihiH  movement,  it  may,  with  plausibility  at  leasts 
be  added,  that  this  detarhinent  was  instructed,  without 
commitaieotf  to  utd  up  the  iatercourae  between  the  citjr 
and  tbe  coantryt  and  to  iiarass  the  enemy  bj  sadi  enter* 
priaeSf  as  occasions  nigbt  invite  and  diwretkm  wanant. 
The  Argus-eyed  Mercury  M'Lane,  who  bad  been  sent 
into  the  state  oi  Delaware  to  levy  cnntribotions  of  pro- 
visions in  the  course  ui  the  winter^  having  resumed  hia 
station  on  the  lines  of  the  enemy,  between  the  DelawafO 
and  the  ScbaylkiiU  the  Marquis,  at  Ibar  lengaes  distanccy 
iBi|(ht  have  slept  In  secarltyt  against  tbe  de  gumre  of 
tbe  enenjy  bat  be  omitted  no  necessary  precaation,  and 
arriving  at  Barren  Mill  Church*  on  the  mnrnirjg  of  the 
18th  of  May,  lie  addressed  the  fuiiowuig  letter  to  Cap- 
tain M^Laoe : 


M  ffoodi  mar  Barrm  SiU  Church, 

9  ^dofih     M  l8fA  May,  irrs. 

Dear  Sir, 

1  have  just  now  received  your  letter,  and  wish  you 
would  come  down  immediately » that  I  might  speak  to  you 
of  asTeral  tbingsi  inqoiffe,  if  70a  ploase#  if  the  people 
think:  tliero  will  be  a  market  to-morfow  ?  1  wish  also  70a 
would  see  if  some  roan  to  be  depended  on,  and  of  credit 
with  tlie  enemy,  would  undertake  a  visit  to  the  city  for 
twelve  guineas.  Is  it  known  towards  the  British  lines 
that  a  detachment  has  beea  ordered  irom  our  army  i 

w  Yonr^ 

«  M.  DE  LA  FAYETTE." 


»  Sec  4Um«  No.  XVltt. 
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GRAP.     This  note  of  the  Marquis  found  Captain  M«Laiie  near 

^^^^  Germantown,  who  immediately  waited  on  him  at  Barren 
Hill  Cliurch,  :ni(l  the  )iec(\ssary  precau lions  were  taken 
to  prevent  surprise ;  the  atlvatitagey  tliereforet  obtained 
over  the  Marquis*  may  be  accounted  for  on  grounds 
little  understood*  which  will  acquit  him  of  the  want  of 
caution*  and  will  now  be  detailed*  Proctor^i  regiment  of 
artillery,  originally  levied  by  the  state  of  Pennsylvania^ 
liad  been  transferred  to  the  United  Stales,  and  a  re-or|^a- 
nization  taking  place,  it  was  the  lot  of  a  Lieutenant 
to  be  excluded  the  service*  who,  in  disgust*  opened  a 
correspondence  with  the  enemy*  and  became  a  spy  to  Sir 
William  Howe;  and  the  better  to  ftilfil  his  new  engage- 
ment* he  kept  up  his  acquaintance  with  his  former  com- 
rades* and  li  e<|uuiitly  visited  the  cantonment  of  Valley 
Forge.  To  prevent  the  necessity  of  direct  intercourse 
with  Philadelphia,  and  thereby  to  avoid  suspicion,  this 
traitor  had  established  a  rendezvous  in  the  Franklbrd 
creek  with  General  Howe's  messenger*  where  he  used  to 
deliver  his  communications^  and  it  was  by  this  channel 
the  enemy  were  apprised  of  the  Marquis's  movement* 
almost  as  soon  as  he  had  reached  Barren  Uill  Church. 

On  receiving  the  intelligence*  Sir  William  Howe  de- 
termined to  make  a  vigorous  effort  to  intercept  the  Mar* 
quis*  for  which  purpose*  General  Grant*  accompanied 
by  Sir  William  Er^kine,  with  5000  select  troops,  was 
ordered,  by  a  foriiird  nii^ht  march,  to  turn  the  Marquis's 
Icflt  and  get  into  his  rear*  whilst  General  Grey*  moving 
in  concert  by  the  Ridge  road*  was  to  take  possession  of 
the  heights  near  the  falls  of  Schuylkill*  and  prevent  his 
escape  by  Levering's  ford.  A  reference  to  the  Diagram 
No.  XVI.  will  exhibit  these  movements  and  the  Mar- 
quis's position. 

Captain  M*Lane  was  on  tlie  alert*  but  could  discover 
no  indication  of  any  movement  of  the  enemy  on  the  18tb* 
or  before  the  night  of  the  i9th ;  the  British  General*  to 

*  Coiuideration  for  bis  farolly  prevents  the  espo&iUon  of  his  oaise. 
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mask  ilia  enterprise,  liaviiic;  by  double  guards  strictly  chap. 
iaterdicted  ali  coaimunicaUoti  with  the  couutry  |  but  tlie  . 
silence  whkii  ensued  tbis  ptecanUont  caused  our  partisan 
to  increase  bis  vigilance*  On  the  morning  of  IJio  I9tbf 
M«Lane  was  joined  by  Captain  William  Parr,  of  Mor* 
gaiiN  rifle  coips,  an  officer  of  distinguished  bravery, 
vviti!  ris^hty  men,  and  aHrr  night  fall,  as  was  his  custom, 
he  advanced  towards  ttie  enemy's  lines,  liis  evening  pa^ 
trutc  baving  reported  every  tbing  qnlet;  but  in  crossing 
tbe  country  he  fell  in  vitb  a  couple  of  the  enemy's  grensp 
diers  at  tbe  three  mile  run,  (Z)  who  pretended  to  be  de- 
serters, from  whom  he  learned,  that  General  Grant  had 
marched  at  t\viiic;ht,  wUh  the  grenadiers  and  light  in- 
laotry»  on  tUe  Old  York  road,  and  that  a  body  of  Ger- 
mans were  getting  ready  to  march  up  the  Schuylkill. 
These  combined  moTements  left  no  doubt  on  his  mind 
that  the  Marquis  wss  their  ol]|^t»  and  he  took  his  men* 
sures  accordingly.  Captain  Parr  was  despatched  across 
the  country  with  the  detachment  by  (i)  to  get  possession 
of  WandeiTr's  Hill,  with  orders  to  oppose  the  column  of 
.  tbe  enemyf  which  might  advance  on  the  ridge  road,  to 
the  last  extremity,  and  M«Lane  in  person  pressed  for- 
ward to  the  Marquis  by  the  shortest  route.  (S) 

General  Grant  had  marched  out  of  Philadelphia  on  the 
Germantown  rouil,  about  eight  o'clock,  turned  nfT  at  the 
rising  sun,  on  the  Old  York  road  (o,  o,)  which  be  pursued 
to  (X)y  \vhei*e  he  wheeled  short  to  bis  left,  and  fell  into 
the  Limekiln  road*  by  which  .and  the  Church  road*  he 
proceeded  to  White  Marsh*  crossed  the  Wbsahiccon*  and 
again  turning  to  his  left,  he  reached  Plymouth  Meeting 
House  at  (( ,)  a  little  befor  e  sunriso,  and  halted  at  (^b*)  be- 
lieving he  had  got  the  Marquis  in  a  vttl  dc  sac  at  (J,)  and 
that  lie  had  nothing  more  to  do  but  spring  the  net.  Ge- 
neral Grant  had  marched  under  cover  of  night  near 
twenty  miles  In  nine  hours*  his  troops  of  course  must 
have  tieen  too  much  fatigued  for  a  vigorous  attack ;  but 
wlicther  it  wiis  tliis  circumstance  which  caused  his  halt, 
or  u'hetlicr  he  waited  the  approach  of  General  Grey, 
who  commanded  the  column  in  the  Ridge  road*  and  had 
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CHAP,  much  the  shortest  distance  to  march,  I  am  unable  to  say; 

xviii.  fcft^in  ji;      huwevert  that  iiis  liait  faToured  the  Mar* 
quis's  retreat. 

I  left  M^JLoan  and  Parr  on  the  wiii|pfroiii  Ilia  tkrermaie 
rofi  (Z)  in  (s)  and  (t;)  the  fonner  reached  Bama  Hill  ' 
about  (lay  break,  and  imparted  his  apprelu  nsions  to  the 
Mai  quis,  who  ( '»ul<i  scarcriy  (  redit  his  r-cport,  when  it 
waa  confirmed  by  Captain  Pan  's  detachment,  which  had 
got  posBeasion  of  Ihe  beighta  above  the  faUa  of  ^cbtijU 
kiU»  in  aeaaon  to  engage  General  Grdj'a  coIoiwi»  waA 
check  ita  advance ;  and  aatiaractory  Inforaation  of  Grants 
movement  readied  him  about  the  same  moment  from  an 
opposite  quarter,  and  I  take  pleasure  in  rerording*  the 
instance  of  patriotic  zeal,  in  passing  White  Marsiiy 
noiae  of  the  Britiab  colamn  awoke  a  Captain  Stone  of 
the  mUitia»  an  inhabttant»  who^  on  making  Ihe  dbKovery* 
jumped^from  a  back  window  of  hia  honae^  and  rannahed 
across  the  country  towards  Barren  Hill  until  exhausted, 
when  his  report  was  taken  up  and  t  an  iedto  the  Marquis 
in  the  same  manner  by  Ricbard  Bartleatan^  wbo  resided 
near  tlie  meeting  house. 

The  Marqola  now  found  hia  aitnation  too  exigent  for 
deliberation,  and  therefore  inatantly  determined  to  rethre 
by  Matson^s  ford  on  the  S(  huvlkill,  at  ((f,)  which  he  for 
tiinately  c  fFerted  in  safety  ;  but  if  General  Grant,  when 
he  reached  Plymouth  Meeting  house,  had,  without  ahai^ 
puahfd  forward  two  thooaand  men»  with  four  pieces  of 
artillery,  to  occupy  the  atrong  grounda  at  the  ford,  or 
those  near  Spring  Mill  at  (c,)  and  had  himaelf  advanced 
to  (kt)  the  Aniei  it  an  corps  would  have  either  fallen  into 
his  hands,  or  mu^i  iiave  hrcn  dispersed,  as  he  would  have 
had  every  advantage  of  ground*  with  more  than  doublo 
forre.  On  the  contrary,  if  the  Marquia  had  retired  by 
hia  left  in  (A,)  on  what  was  called  the  Reading  road>  and 
fallen  into  the  White  Marsh  road  near  (I,)  be  could  not  only 
have  extricated  his  corps,  but  in  his  turn  mi,e;ht  have 
chained  Grant's  left  flank  atid  rear,  and  harassed  [liin  ou 
his  return  to  Pbiladelpbia  by  Ciicsout  Hill  and  Qermaa- 
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tovk  h,  /,  tR»  Tii»  and  this  nu  doubt  would  have  been  bifi  CHAP, 
conduct,  if  the  cautious  iu&tructions  of  the  Commander  ^X?". 
in  Glikff  imd  pmiatted  him  to  engagr  tlw  iowtrof  his 

^^J^  ^Ift  UfeifltlV^lift^ft^^V^^M^       ^B^k^BBN^  ^Afli^M^SIt^^J^  I^^^RA^Bfl^t  dtlf^tO^^ft&^l 

After  oomoittoiceti^g  to  thft*M arqiun^  M<lMe 

Joined  Captain  Parr  at  Waadflrtr^s  Hill,  and  having 
amused  the  )  agcrs  tii  front  of  General  Gray^  to  gain 
time  ibr  tiie  Marquis*  he  crossed  the  Schu>lkill  at  Lever- 
tag's  ran)  abuai  (i,)  mmI  tfaa  Oc— rai  frtfaood  iUa  a^p  to 
Pliiladaliihii 

In  wyact  t»  tiM  Muifal^a  conduct  on  tliio  opetnlia^ 
it  cannot  boeancnred  ;  the  position  be  had  taken  at  Bar- 
ren liiil  Church,  in  almost  iinpi  acticablc  in  fi*ont  or 
flank*  and  he  relied  un  the  corps  uf  uhservationy  ported 
aix  or  elgiit  ailca  in  advance,  for  infiMroMitlon  of  the 
eneny^  ma^emm^  whn  pimctiaad  cToi^nieaM  to  duAa 
the  vigUaneo  ot  C^tain  M«Lana|  yet»  altlioofii  tfaejr 
knd  mod)  m  their  puw^t  they  cmdd  not  eeoope  him ;  for 
if  )»L  liad  iiul  tuilcu  iti  with  liie  greuadieis  a  I  (Zj,  ho 
ivouid  liave  obtained  iiiformaUoa  of  Grant's  juovement  n 
few  minute  after  at  the  Rising  Sun. 

It  ia  ton  nilca  Ami  Bnrmi  liiU  iMnsh  to  Vallif 
Fofge»  of  conm  tlio  Ma«i|«ia  frna  in  aafetjr  t  before  it 
could  be  known  at  Head  Qoartere  tbat  be  bad  been  es* 
posed;  bnt  the  [R't'il  lu^.  iiad  es(:a]>i'(]  jirodiu  cd  a  iivcJy 
sensation  llirouglioui  Ute  army,  ev(  t)  -di'irv  it  iiad  ceased, 
and  the  foilowinf  tostunoiuals  tihcw  the  estimation  ia 
wbicb  M^JUum'o  flarvicea  were  Md  at  Aaad  Qunrtam  on 
thntoocaskin 


«  Camp  FaUey  Forge,  May  1779 

Dear  Captain, 

«« I  am  hapf^yon  bafOf  with  your  brave  liiUe  party, 
condnctid  wttb  oo  Hincb  bononr  to  jonraeU*.  The  Mar- 
qnis  oOettody  owing  to  yonr  vigUaneet  n  istoriona  retroaty 

as  well  as  a  dillirult  one.    One  of  tbe  British  prisoners 

you  sent  und«  r  t^iiurd  jn -  tends  tfiat  he  is  a  debciLtr;  I 
wish  you  wuuid  inibrin  me  tiie  pariicalars  of  the  prisoners 

TOX.  I*  N 
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CHAP,  beinr  taken.   The  Heasianft'  horses  and  accoutrements 


dhaii  he  sfpMlMd  amk  pM  frr  hgr  Ibe  <|Hartur  Master 


<i  Pair  Caytaigj 

«4 1  att  ymri  ia  iMT  3Pa«  M  flIIU  diii«  flOM^ 

ta  diBtingaiab  yoomif  ia  tlie  eyea  of  yoar  n«alij>  I 

have  the  ple.isure  to  infomi  you,  that  jour  conchict  with 
the  Marf]uis  has  been  very  pleasing  to  ilis  ±«jLceUeu£jr 
aad  the  whole  army. 

**lwm  yar  ohadiwit  aewnat, 

QHABLEi  tCOTlV  Brig.  «w. 
^mdffimcfik^  day. 
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A  few  days  after  the  affair  of  Barren  Hill,  Captain 
M«Lane  feU  ia  with  Lieataaaut  1^.  on  the  liues^  under 
cifMMiteMM  a£  audi  almg  iaqaciaa,  UnliMplaMl 
Inbi  nader  gnard,  aad  wuaandfag  hiai  to  fiaad  4|aaHvf« 
1»  charge  of  liiealiaaiil  Giay  poola  $  kn%  €•  by  hia  laaiiih 
wl;  cirul  |)r>ule8tatittns  of  innocence^  lulled  Uie  suspicions 
fif  Lis  cunductory  who  insensibly  fell  some  distance  in 
rear  of  his  escort^  adm  C  being  mach  aum  athletic* 
tupaid  aaidenly  an  Mm§  mkmd  Ma  mmHtp  wMtad  at 
ftnai  hiih  Md  aMddag  U»  pHaaaaiv  cliHgid  tMrf^ 
ta wards  PUladalpMa.  After  reeaverlag  Ma  aalo»ialNaenit 

Claypuole,  made  desperate  by  liis  sUuatiun,  determined 
to  release  himself  at  every  liazard !  He  attacked  C  M 
was  overpowered,  desperately  wounded,  and  left  on  the 
fformd*  The  traitar  aaeapad»  and  haa  aoC  aiooa  beea 
fcaaHl  of.  UMrtsml  QkffmHih  ^f^tom  I  lamf  peraa»- 
ally,  ramrared  Ma  woaodif  aad  ia^  I  Miava,  livlagit 
present  in  Philadelphia.  The  foUuwing  letter  Drooi  the 
Acytttaut-generai  refers  to  this  iafiidcnt. 
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**Dcar  (  aptain«  •  » 

«  1  am  mucii  obli^eil  by  tlie  ittft»rmatton  of  last 
night.  Tkm  kmm,  Mr«  9L  Clair,  biA  bm  a  i  ij^titini 
M  toiiga  wfifltf  liacMMtejite  jmrpwtjr 
iintf  I  b»  bwft  a  go«i  dmwmM9^  iiptw  wry 
M«f  and  I  bdierQ  will  be  anbitiofM  to  distinguish  biai-' 
soir.    f  lament  poor  Claypgole's  fatef  but  hope  he  is  not 
mortally  wouimM  ;  I  wish  you  may  escape  tbe  anarea  of 
Nwetieiaf  I  mm  I  am  Ibey  will  aadeavour  by  all  FMMa 
MCMilafalriiyM.  llwraariMmj 
mtki  youas  eSear  te  Claypoala^a  plaea  finnn  1^ 
battalion^  who  is  well  acquainted  witb  tbe  counti*y»  and 
wbo^  I  expect,  will  join  vi^u  tu-roorrow. 
« I  am  sincerely  your*8. 


Bslbra  m  laaiva  Ilia  waighhwlipad  af  FbOadslphia»  1 

mast  recoril  an  anecdote  of  tbis  partizan,  which,  for 
audacity  and  presence  of  mind,  has  been  seldom  <*qualled» 
and  cannot  be  surpassed,  nor  ■boald  it  be  foi^tten.* 

an  ilw  Ml  of  Jmm»  I7f  •»  aftar  4ay  kiMk»  (kpMa 
M^Lana^  wHfc  two  dragnamij  waa mafiag  n  tfca  nirtlui 
taiwn  9mi  tirwai^  PrasiifM»  aad  aaar  Umt   Uaga  Ml 

into  an  ambuscade  of  infantryt  who  lired  on  him,  and 
forced  him  iiit(r  the  field  on  the  right  towards  the  Oxford 
road,  where  lie  discovered  a  party  ot  British  dragoons 
gattofiag  towards  him.  To  ailaaca  Um  ira  of  tha 
flmliy,  iia  phuwi  bimniif  botwoMi  tham  wmi  tba  dragoaa^ 
§mi  appro  aahsd  tha  latter  oaHi  wiliiMi  twenty  paces, 
when  lie  suddenly  wheeled  to  the  right,  passed  them,  and 
gained  the  Oxford  road.  Two  dragoons  were  detached 
hi  pursuit  of  bimy  and,  to  escape  them,  he  turned  off  tba 
road  to  Ms  Ml,  and  pasbid  lor  a  baanob  in  Ma  froat, 
wMok  Im  craassdii  and  wio  MSOHMay  Ika  apptaUa  bciull^ 
wtai  lio  ii^Rosiis  cama  ap  on  Ma  and  left,  and 
believing  he  had  surrenderedi  drup|)ed  their  swords  tu 

*  1  understand  there  is  a  drawing  of  Uus  (eoconirm  in  llr.  PcaWs 
MuMOia  at  f  bikdelpbia. 
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CKAP.  the  8trR{)g.   M<Lflne  had  a  pistol  im  his  right  lianiy  with 
^^'^^  which     irittf  ifilD  Cli»  rif^  bra«t  «r  1^ 
^''^^'^^  Mlf  whtyfUl;  hs  iit  the  flame  tlM«ei*9i  the  tModofllM 

dragoon's  Rwnrd  on  liis  right,  and  struck  him  with  his 
pistol  a  im(  k-liamle<l  Mow  across  hh  nose,  which  he  re- 
pented, untti  hediuablfd  and  brou^tit  him  to  thi^  pummel 
of  hlo  saddle^  and  then  rode  off  witli  a  womid  on  bis  left 
kud,  wfcleir  h§  rrceived  mi  tlio  dngmm  MmftHA 
imw  Ma  awoipdy  the  taaael  of  wMrb  ho  hod  ooisid.  %m 
this  occasion,  the  Marquis  de  la  Fa^^eUe  wrote  tuiii  tbo 

<i  Dear  Sir, 

- 1  have  Meivcd  yooHa  coacomitig  the  lndiao% 
and  will  mefiUon  your  desire  to  His  ExceUeacyf  aad 

make  no  duubl  but  that  he  will  send  tbeni  to  join  you,  as 
soon  as  the  cm  rriy  takf  up  tlieir  iaU  utitd  uiaich  tbrou^ 
the  Jerseys^  tiie.  ladiaus  wiU  do  w«U  witii  you  in  Uie 
pines  ;  1  givo  you  joy  for  yoor  escape  from  the  British 
afohuscade^  maA  iho  dawoosa  with  which  yoo  liave  dio« 
iwlobed  tfio  Mr.  EogUoh  draiooDa;  I  have  felt  gi*cal 
fieasure  in  liearing  that  your  wound  is  a  slight  one. 
.  «  With  the  Diost  sincere  esteem  and  aUi|cbui<9ut« 
«i  have  the  huuour  t«i,be^ 
MjOcar'Siry 

^  ¥omr  Mat  obedient  aarvantt 

As  Uie  perioil  (  f  the  evacuation  of  Philadeipiiia  ap- 
proached, M'Latic  w  as  directed  by  the  General  to  quicken 
his  vigilanQOt  and  so  close  was  he  on  the  rear  of  the  eno* 
mx$  whicit  crooaed  Uie  JMaware  at  Gl^estar  point»  that 
ho  made  priaonais  of  one  captaiOf  <wie  irovQil-BMuaha|» 
three  i^rgeants,  two  corporals,  and  thirty-four  privates ; 
on  which  occasion  he.  received  the  coii|;ratttlatioiis  of 
General  Washington. 

The  details  of  this  veteran's  combats*  akinMsheo*  and 
adventures  are  so  nnmeronsy  as  well  by  sea  as  by  land ; 
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GENEBAI^  WIUONBON. 

[111         l  iM^Biiiiri 

Iwj:  iiiatU'i  thr  IdstnT  iati,  and  I  shall  at  some  future 
fl;iy  ^iv(^  (111 ill  tu  Ihc  fHiUtc.  fie  was  ♦'n^ged,  artU  had 
ini  rt  artiuily  UMwA  miittd  lui%  at  Uie- battle  of  Lnng^ 

%MilfeigM«wmMiiM4'rriNb  thai^of  tiNi'WMIHMMl' 

a  hii^her  i^iad*'  than  ihut  of  Major;  liui,  according  to 
the  ride  introdueeti  iti  AlcitUbtm  ainl  his  Conn- 

?f!Tnr^.  M^LafK  foogbl  enough  to  bairtt  been  made  a 
l^^cM  M«tibii«  UovinfilaaclUiljristheGaRtmlMvwh 
tlie  ittstfitorested  iwfriotisiii«  the  integrity,  ndfeciMmf 
of  flmtday,  romparu^  -wlffr  the  paj»eantry,  profligacy, 
cxti  .ivaj^ani  (  .  vci^iilil^,  arjil  coiTUption  of  the  pi  '  ^t  trt. 
Bui  I  wiW  dismiS!3  these  patidut  rrtiections,  and  iitviit;  the 
Rtlentioil  of  the  reader  with  the  ret  ital  of  Major  M'LwHfi 
iait  eiiMfirtttot  Under  the  orders  of  Qenerel  WaaUngMf. 

'The  eaEtraoHltiarf  circnmataBcea  attending  the  oe* 
enrrence  I  am  about  tn  relate,  arc  probably  %ett«rlci#ifii 
(o  thn  H'Hiour  aMv  Juds;e  Pfters,  of  BilU lamit,  ih  at-  IMii- 
ladeiphui,  tfiHii  M\y  other  person,  because  he  lotj^  pre- 
aided  at  the  board  of  war,  with  distlnguislicd  advantage 
to  his  coontry^  and  conapicootia  honour  to  himaeif;  and 
wafly  1  believe,  on  that  atation  at  the  peried  of  whkli  t 
am  wntin.e:.  I  shall,  however,  give  the  fhcts  as  I  have  re- 
ci:ivrd  Uii'in.  In  Se]»temben  r;  i »  Captain  M*Lane.. 
pursuant  to  orders  receiveil  1;  (tin  ihe  War  office^  passed 
|h>ni  Fhi1a(h'lplna  to  Moaot  Uollcy  in  New  JersejTy  where 
lie  fell  in  with  a  stranger  who  had  been  previoaely  de- 
acribed  to  hinif  to  whooi  he  made  himarlf  known^  and 
from  thence  proceeded  in  company  with  him  i(\  South 
riV4  i  U4:iii'  Slu'i  Whbui'v,  wl.riv,  ai^itTuUly  to  direction, 
he  Found  a  whale  boat  and  crew  subject  to  his  orders,  in 
which  he  embarked  with  his  companion,  ^nd,  under  ebver 
of  the  night  pushing  out  to  sea*  gave  Sandy  Hooky  ^here 
a  British  aqaadroQ  iay  at  the  time^  a  good  birth  $  thfai 


CHAP.  km/M 'm  mMk  hnmg  UHmnit  mmI  iiaiii  liikiPii^  cmw^ 


XVIIL 


vfhere  tie  Hf  conoeaM  with  U»  cwm^  wfcM  -hto 

panion  absented  liiiDMlf  a  km  liewy  «id  reltinied  witti 
the  private  naval  sie^nats  of  the  enemy,  whirli  the  Cap- 
tain understood  had  been  procariMl  Jamee  Hi  Vinson* 
Tlie  nig^it  Mkiwiiig»  tlie  party  again  einbarlsai  in  tiwir 
kia^  and  viCiiniid  iaatb  mw&t^  ttmm  wImm  JMmi 
pvooeedei  with  the  signals  Piilladel|ihtaif  wWeli  lie  mm 
ordered  to  convrj  to  the  Chesapeake^  and  deliver  to  tbe 
French  Admiral  the  Count  lie  Urahee,  wbolajin  I^aii* 
liavett  iiay  with  liis  fleet. 

Lard  GotwealUB  averendartd  la  Genend  Waehliii^liM 
tbe  IM  OctKiter»  1781»  and  «i  tlieSdth  fSir.il.eiifltoii  ap* 
ptaPBd  offtiw  ClieaaiMke  wiili  llie  BrilMi  tesl^  Bimial 
Ing  of  twenty -five  sail  of  the  line  and  a  reinfoircmf  nt  ol' 
7000  men,  to  relieve  his  Lordship.  But  Count  de  GrassCf 
being  ignorant  of  the  actual  strength  of  tbe  ewmy,  de» 
dined  seeking  tn  action  wHb  bim»  and  to  renMiTe  this 
dHBcttlty,  it  was  necessarj  to  aaeertain  tbeBritlsb  Ibm  ^ 
and  such  waR  the  singular  aptitude  of  M'Lane  for  every 
sprries  of  military  service,  such  his  extraordinary  enter- 
]>ri9e  and  discernment,  as  well  by  sea  as  land;  and  such 
the  boimdlesa  confldenee  of  General  Washingtony  that 
ht  wao  Mlected  on  this  oecaafion  to  recenaottrn  tbe  BrU 
tieb  fleet ;  as  will  appear  from  theftiilowiii^^^  iedar  ef  thn 
Commander  in  Ciiiei  and  the  passport  of  the  Count  dc 
ijrrasse. 

«To  Miyor  M*Im9, 

«8ir, 

I  request  that  yon  wit!  proceed  with  all  possible 

expedition  in  your  boat  to  the  cai)ts,  and  reconnoitre  as 
iiearly  as  is  consistent  with  ynnr  saft  ty,  the  British  fleet, 
in  order  to  ascertain  their  strength  and  disposition,  and 
particnlarly  whether  thej  baTO  anj  fra— poita  nodar 
contoj* 

^  If  circnmstancea  shoold  make  It  moro  ^eain^le  to 
make  your  observations  ii  om  tlie  shore,  you  will  applj 
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!•  aair  aiiilia  attCM^  iittl  ti^MilMr  liii^^  chap. 


CMryw  ywiMil  mMj  mi  aoc— ipiiriiing  yur  <*)ect, 

conimimicaic  such  discoveries  tu  Couutdu  Grasse  as  ^uu 

•*  GO :  WASHINGTON. 


XVIII. 


meot  flans  le  bmye  de  Cbesapeakey  d«  iie  donfier  aucuni 
depccbiueht,  a  la  commission  de  Muii&.  Mac  Lane  et  do 
liii  a  domier  imit  aasUUnca  Miaa  tout  iAis  uumlce  et  a 
rtfaiar  ito  aa  aiwiiiiii 

«<  jLE  OOMT£  Il£  GAAUfi. 

Alter  four  pitched  battles  under  General  Washington* 
ei^lit  lieavjr  attacks,  iiithuliiig  Trenton,  Princeton,  Ger- 
mantowny  Stoiiey  I'ointy  and  Pauiiis  ilouk  ;  cr^hteen 
brisk  skirmislies,  numerous  affairs  of  pickets,  and  one 
sea  figiiti  as  Captain  of  marmcSf  on  board  the  Congreatt 
in  whicb  the  Drittsli  sloop  of  war  Savage*  Captain  SUr- 
lingt  was  taken ;  this  revolutionary  soldier.  Laving  spent 
his  patrimony  in  the  service  of  his  country,  retired  to  the 
bosom  of  his  fellow  citixenSf  content  with  the  result  of 
Ills  perils,  sufieriDgs*  and  sacrificeat  fur  wbicb  be  waa 
rewarded  by  an  approving  conscience*  ibe  patronage  of 
Presidents  Washington  and  lelTereony  and  the  following 
credentials  from  the  liand  of  Ihc  iir^tman  ui  tac  w  orld  : 

♦«  Allen  M'Lane,  Ksfjuire,  was  appointed  a  CapUiu  in 
one  of  ttio  additional  continental  regiments  of  foot  in 
Jannary*  1777*  and  by  hia  activity  and  industry*  aoQii 
joined  the  amy  with  a  full  company.  Ue  commanded  a 
party  of  observation*  under      inatrnctloaa*  natil  July* 


•  The  Major  executed  this  service  to  admiration,  coutrj\inij  by 
hilt  sig^iuU  to  intermingle  with  l!ie  British  fleet,  and  returned  in 
safety  with  a  «atisfactory  report ;  yet  the  g'alUiiL  De  Crasse  declined 
to  seek  the  action,  aiid  was  afterw  ards  defeated  by  Admiral  Uodney 
ill  the  West  Indies,  and  whu  ukeu  in  ihe  Ville  dc  Faritt. 

f 

if 
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CHAP.  17799  when  he  was  aiiiicxed  by  a  resolution  of  the  llij- 
^^'1'^*  nourable  Continental  Congress,  to  Major  Lee's  lejpOD» 
to  oomiDand  Mm  disnoyiited.  Frai  Ihe  cMittcttos  aff 
which  Bfajor  M<Laiie  is  poeswwwjf  it  appeafs*  liat  ha 
Wfi8  very  enrly  active  In  the  cause  of  his  country ;  aad 
fnuii  Lite  time  of  his  joiitini^  (lie  coiitiiK'iital  army,  I  can 
testify  that  jie  di^tinguisheU  iiimself  Ughlj  as  a  bra?e 
and  enterprising  officer. 

^Previous  to  the  siege  of  Yoriu  to  was  anptajFad  to 
watch  the  moveaieiits  af  Hie  British  anay>  at  or  near 
New  Yorky  as  well  as  in  Virginia,  and  he  was  intrusted 
uilh  despatches  of  tlic  first  impoi  tance  to  His  Excelleticy 
Count  (le  Grasse,  which  commission  he  executed  with 
great  celerity,  and  was  afterwards  very  seraeeaMe  in 
reconnoitring  and  bringing  inteHtgenoe  Of  tile  strength 
and  disposition  of  the  British  army. 

«« Given  under  my  harul  and  seal,  at  Rocky  Hill^  near 
rriutcton,  Nov.  4th,  1792. 

(Signed)  ^GO:  WASHINGTON.** 
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CHAl'TEE  XDL 

j|  rapid  8kMi    fAe  BaMe  of  Bne^i  WXL 

O's  tlic  augmentation  of  Ins  force  in  May,  17T5,  Ge- 
nera! Gage  determined  to  occupy  the  hi'iglits  of  Dorches- 
ter to  the  south  of  Boston,  and  those  of  Cbariestown  on 
the  north  of  the  town ;  the  occu|iation  of  theae  points 
tras  not  onlj  neceaaary  to  the  extension  of  his  qnarterSf 
hat  indispenaihie  to  bis  holding  poaaeaalon  of  them.  It 
was  llicn  rorc  determined  in  the  first  instance,  to  seize 
iipt>n  Dorchester  heights,  as  tiiey  were  the  most 
coromandingy  and  of  easiest  access  to  tlte  Provincials. 
Preparations  were  accordingly  made*  and  agreeably  to 
the  plan  concerted^  Major-general  Howe  was  to  have 
landed  at  the  point  of  the  penintnfa  nearest  the  castle  ; 
iMai"ir-irt'iu'n\l  Clinton  on  t!ie  ilat  between  that  place  and 
Nook's  Hill,  whilst  Major-general  Burgoync  was  to  take 
|)ost  on  the  nfxkf  and  amuse  the  Provincials  at  Roxbury 
with  a  heavy  cannonade  }  and  from  the  strengtbf  diaposU 
tion»  and  equipments  of  those  corps  at  that  period*  no  ef- 
fectual opposition  could  have  been  made  to  this  operation 
of  the  royal  army  ;  and  a  few  dii^  s  nioic  would  have  put 
it  in  po»sesbioH  of  Buuker*s  Uill  also. 

The  arrangements  of  General  Gage*  preparatory  to 
those  meditated  operations*  necessarily  attracted  the  ob- 
servation of  tlie  Inhabitants  of  Boston*  and  being  cimb- 
municated  to  the  Provincial  Congress,  they  became  jea- 
lous (»i  some  hostile  movement,  without  Ik  in^:;  ablu  to  pe- 
netrate the  object  of  it.  It  appears  probable  that  under 
this  impression,  they  recommended  to  a  council  of  war* 
which  had  been  instituted*  the  fortification  of  Dorchester 
neck  and  Bunker's  Hill*  on  the  ground  of  precottftsmiry 
dffencef  the  very  same  motive  by  which  the  council  of 
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CHAP*  British  officers  had  been  actuated  ;  for  if  the  Tiews  of  the 
XIX    p|.ovincial  Congress  had  been  oflfensive^  the  heights  of 

^^"^^^  Dorchester  could  not  have  escaped  their  attentiont  be- 
cause from  thence  both  the  town  and  harbour  were  ex- 
pose tl  to  ainioyance. 

The  resolutioti  of  tlie  provincial  (oiim  il  of  war  beinc^ 
taken»  Colonel  Prescott,  a  man  of  stroog  mind  and 
dauntless  re8olution»  who  I  understand  had  served  in  tlie 
seven  years*  war  as  a  provincial  snbal(em»  seoondod  1^7 
a  Colonel  Brewer^  who  also  served  in  the  same  war  as  a 
sergeant  oT  1  angers,  was  ortlcied  with  one  thousand  Mas- 
sacliusctls  men,  to  take  possession  of  Bunkers  II ill :  but 
whethci'  by  mistaking  the  spot,  which  seems  inipruhahlef 
or  fk^m  the  desire  to  take  a  position  within  offensive  dis- 
tance  of  General  Gage»  Colonel  Prsscott  passed  the 
crown  of  Bunker's  Hill  about  600  yards^and  broke  ground 
on  Breed's  Hill,  about  1200  yards  IrDin  the  British  bat- 
teryy  on  Cop's  hill  in  Nortli  Boston  ^  he  there  projected 
a  regular  squaret  as  well  as  I  recollect,*  of  fifty  yardsy 
witliottt  a  flanking  anglct  tlie  front  of  whicht  towards 
Bostont  ranged  about  £•  and  S.  W.  with  the  entrance 
or  aperture  in  the  centre  of  the  opposite  side ;  a  parapet 
breast  high  had  been  thrown  up,  and  ixretrciithmcntf  iruni 
^  the  N.  K.  angle  of  the  ditch  in  Iront^  Jiad  been  pushed 
about  100  yards  down  the  declivity  towards  Mystic  ri* 
very  with  the  apparent  design  of  continuing  It  across  a 
hollow  or  Indenture  of  the  sorfacey  to  the  bank  of  that 
river :  from  the  N.  E.  angle  of  the  redoubt,  in  i^car,  a 
post  and  rail  lencf  ,  ranj^inq  with  the  N.  E.  side  of  the  rc- 
doubtf  ran  back  about  200  yards#  where  it  was  intersect- 
ed nearly  at  right  angles  by  a  similar  fence»  extended 
about  300  yards  to  the  bank  of  Mystk  river^  which  at 
the  junction  was  8  or  9  tot  perpendicular  height :  In 
iVuiit  of  the  last  line  of  fence  from  the  bank  of  tlic  Mvstic 
river,  the  ground  was  smuoih,  without  ohstructioUy  and 
declined  gently  60  or  80  yards^  where  it  fell  off  abruptly* 

*  I  exMAtncd  it  the  17ih  Maicbi  ITf^^  the  d«y  the  eoeeoy  evaeail. 
ed  Boston* 
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Tiic  bank  of  tlie  Mystic  river  ajipeared  firm  and  flat  CH.\r. 
TiAese  dotailt  m  given  (rom  ncmonuida  taken  ImtUy,  ^^^* 
alnAMt  fort^-ent  ytm  aiiicf»  aai  therefim  I  crave  cftMi- 
deratioiiy  abeold  Uiejr  Im  ni  any  partknltr  imperfect 

Tiiie  rectang^iilar  work  of  Celoiiel  Preacott  was  ao  far 
advanced,  that  liis  men  were  pretty  wdl  covcrtd  in  tho 
ditch  and  retrenci>nient»  and  beliind  the  parapet,  before 
ke  was  discovered  in  the  morning,  although  ike  Liveij 
firigtte  lay  imomlialelj  kefore  kkn  in  the  ferry  way  ke* 
tween  Cliarleatiiwii  and  Boelent  a  akip  of  tke  line^  witk 
the  Falcon  sloop  of  war»  a  few  ktindred  yards  to  tke 
eastward.  The  batteries  of  these  vessels,  and  several 
gun  boats,  with  Ikat  at  Cop's  Hiil,  were  opened  against 
tboProvinciaki  aa  soon  as  they  were  discovered,  and  tbe 
ouinonadv  was  continued  witbofot  ceaaation;  knt»  h^m  Ike 
eievatkm  of  tke  blD,  witk  so  little  effbGt»  tkat  tke  Ameri- 
cans continued  their  work. 

The  Bi  jtisli  (i(  rici  ;il  was  startled  by  this  encroacliracnt, 
which  lett  iiim  uo  time  to  deliberate;  for  although  13  unikcr'ii 
11  ill  could  have  given  little  annoyance  to  Boston,  Breed's 
Uill  positively  commanded  tke  nortkern  part  of  it  Ma* 
jor-general  HowOf  tkerefore»  keing  first  for  duty,  was  or* 
dered  with  ten  companies  of  grenadiers,  and  ten  of  light 
infantry,  and  tlic  5th,  58th,  43(1,  and  52d  regiments,  to 
dislodge  the  Provincials ;  and  on  this  service^  Sfsconded 
by  Brigadier-generai  Pigot,  he  embarked  in  baiges  about 
noon»  and  rowei)  to  Moreton's  pointf  tke  eastern  extremi- 
ty of  the  peninsula  of  Ckarlestown,  and  tke  present  site  of 
the  navy  yard  of  the  United  Slates,  where  he  landed  and 
I'-i'iiumI  without  opposition  ;  Imt  dislikin.:;  tlio  disposition 
and  aspect  of  tiie  Pro viticiais,  he  ordered  his  troops  to  sit 
down^  and  sent  back  to  Boston  for  a  reinforcement*  to 
land  and  co-operate  from  the  side  of  Chaiieaton ;  for 
wbick  service  the  47th  regiment  and  1st  battalion  of  ma- 
lities  were  detached;  and  yet  this  corps  ot'  Sir  William 
Howe,  composed  of  five  regiments,  one  battalion,  and 
twenty  flank  companieSf  has  been  generally  reported  at 
aboiU  £000  men  $  but  surely  sixty-four  companies^  at  least. 


Digitized  by  Google 


014  MEMOIRS  BY 

CHAr.  caniiut  be  reckoned  far  less  than  .)0(i()  men,  alia  ihis  miui- 
^J^J^^  ber  I  shall  clainiy  for  tlic  honour  ot  IVescoU  and  Stark^  I 
and  tlio  ycomanrjr  of  Massacbufietts  and  New-Hampshire, 
who,  I  bave  been  usarMl  by  several  spectators  of  tbe  ac- 
tioQ,  were  the  ooly  troops  engagedf  and  thai  their  whole 
Bunber  4id  aot  exceed  1 500  combatants. 

General  Uowo  halted  at  Morcuirs  {juiiit,  as  well  to 
arranj^e  and  refresh  Iiis  curj)s  for  combatf  as  to  wait  the 
reini'orcement ;  bcini^  pertcctly  concealed  from  ohserva- 
tioB  in  bis  front  by  the  natare  of  the  ground.  Prencottf  I 
at  the  same  time»  manned  bis  redoobt»  and  the  retrench- 
mtntf  and  occupied  the  circumjacent  jB^ronnd  in  the  most 
aih  antajBjcous  manner  he  cofild,  with  ahout  SOO  nu  ii  out 
of  the  thousand  ordered  fur  the  service ;  whilst  General 
Putnam  and  a  Colonel  Grerrish  took  p'>st  with  about  1500 
menf  on  and  aronnd  Bunlier*s  Uiil.  In  the  mean  time. 
Colonel  Staric,  with  bis  own  regiment  and  that  of  Reed 
from  New  Hampshire,  amountin^e;  to  ahout  700  men, 
hail"  organized,^  and  wretchedly  equipped, f  were  press- 
ing forward  lor  the  scene  of  action ;  Captain  U.  Dear- 
born, (lately  a  Major-general,  and  turned  out  of  service 
by  the  good  Prtsident  Madison,  to  make  room  for  his 
favourites  Brown  and  Scott,)  marched  on  Colonel  Startt's 
right,  traversed  tiic  causeway  under  a  hcdxy  cross  fire 
from  iloating  batteries,  and  passed  General  rutnatu  ou 

*  The  men  hastily  chose  their  company  officers,  but  Stark  had 
*  for  his  Major  Andrew  M'Clary*  Esq.  who  had  diatiAgttished  himself 
for  bti  resolution,  zeal  and  patriotism,  in  planning  and  Icadiiij^  the 
attack  of  the  CasUe  at  Portsmouth,  the  1st  December,  1771,  and 
seizing' the  ordnance,  arms,  and  military  stores  found  therein;  he 
had  this  day  discharged  bis  duty  with  great  f^allantry  In  the  field, 
and  escaped  unhurt,  but  returniiifi^  to  bring  oH"  some  men  scattered 
in  the  rear,  he  was  killed  by  a  cauQOQ  bail  from  ooe  of  Ulc  enemy's 
floating"  batteries  near  the  iicck. 

7  Tfie  men  were  armed  with  fusils  of  various  calibres,  each  in- 
divttltial  was  rumishpfl  one  quarter  of  a  pound  of  powder  in  a  horn, 
one  ilint,  and  Icud  suflicient  to  make  (ificen  charj^cs  cither  uf  ball  or 
buckshot;  ihe  men  prepared  their  ammunition  according  to  their 
discretion,  some  wilh  ca  t  i  i  1  r-s  and  others  with  loose  anUQUlUtion  i 
tlie  powder  in  their  hoiini  and  the  kad  In  ihcir  puckels. 
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Blinker*^  liiili  wilii  rnl.nai  Gcrrisli  hy  liis  side,  and  CHAP. 
lUOU  or  J 200  men  uiiUcr  their  orders  ;  as  tins  l  oi  ps  ui 
citisen  suliiiers  approaclted  the  redoubt  under  Uic  caauoa* 
ade  of  tba  eneoij'a  batteries,  froM  Charies  Miver  awl 
Cop'a  lillU  Calottel  Stark  deternuned  to  Ibrm  km  nea 
behind  the  post  and  rail  fences  before  described;  bat 
Vilwn  he  reached  the  bank  ui'  the  Mystic,  be  cast  his  ejes 
down  upon  the  bcachy  and,  as  he  obHiTved  to  me  on  the 
S^tt  thouj^lit  it  was  80  plain  a  way  that  the  enoiD y  coul4  . 
BOt  fluaa  il ;  bo  tborofbro  oideiod  a  aaaibor  of  teys 
to  jump  down  tbo  baokf  and  witb  stoaas  firom  the  adjacent 
walls,  they  soon  throw  op  a  strong  breastwork  to  tho 
\vati*i*s  edge,  behind  which  he  posted  triple  ranks  of  bis 
choice  men  ^  in  Uie  mean  tiuie,  those  who  were  formed  in 
rear  of  tbo  fences,  to  conceal  tliemselves  from  the  enemy^ 
filled  tbospaco  between  tbe  raUs  withgraaa  and  bays  bebind 
wbkb  tbey  either  knelt  or  eat  down^  every  man  having 
made  an  a])erturc  in  tbe  grassy  rampart,  through  which, 
whilst  ristjii,^  his  fusee,  be  could  take,  deliberate  aijn. 
Captain  Dearborn  was  posted  with  liis  company  nearest 
to  the  redovbt  on  tbe  right  of  Stark's  line. 

About  one  o'clock  General  Howe  pot  two  cotnnms  and 
a  detachment  with  his  artillery  in  motion ;  one  column 
marched  by  tlic  Li  a'  h,  and  his  Ii.i;lit  itilantry  led  the 
other  on  tbo  margin  of  the  (Kink  oC  Mystic,  and  directly 
to  the  left  of  Colonel  Stark^s  line ;  the  detachment  and 
artilleryt  froai  tbe  beat  information  I  iiave  been  able  to 
procure,  IncKaed  towards  his  lelt»  and  commenced  a 
feeble  attack  against  tbe  redoubt  at  long  shot,  apparently 
with  a  design  to  draw  the  attention  of  C'uluncl  I'rcscott, 
^vhlist  tbe  column  on  the  beach,  and  th;it  on  tbe  bank  of 
fbe  Mystic,  were  destined  to  turn  the  flank  and  gain  the 
rear  of  tbe  Provincials  on  Breed's  Hilly  which  they  would 
bave  accomplished.  If  they  had  not  been  driven  back. 
Colonel  Stark's  orders  to  his  men,  who  were  concealed 
behind  the  stone  wall  on  the  beach,  were  not  to  fire  until 
tbe  front  of  the  enemy  reached  a  point  which  he  had 
marked  in  tbe  bank^  at  eight  or  ten  rods  distance,  and 
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CHAP,  those  on  the  bank  immediately  wmkv  iii'^  eve,  were  direct- 
cd  to  i*eserve  their  lire,  until  tl»ey  cin\h\  seu  the  enemy's 
iuilf  gaiterty  vhicb,  frum  tlie  form  of  the  groand^  would 
tring  them  within  the  sane  distance :  in  this  Bitnation  of 
the  provineialsy  tlie  colomne  of  the  enemy  on  the  beacb 
and  the  bank  advanced  by  heavy  platuuns,  without  firing;', 
as  if  not  apprised  of  what  awaited  tbem»  and  when  with* 
in  the  prescribed  distance^  received  a  volley  which  mowed 
down  the  whole  (iront  ranks^  and  the  columns  were  in- 
stantlj  broken  and  ftit  back  in  disorder^  that  on  tbo 
beach,  entirely  ont  of  the  combat,  having  ninety-six* 
men  kilird  ontright,  before  tliry  ( oiilii  escape  the  Ame- 
rican lire ;  on  the  bank  tlic  iight  ini'antrjr  fell  back  until 
covered  by  the  groundf  then  reformed*  and  again  ad- 
ranced  to  the  attack*  and  were  again  repnlsed  with  simi- 
lar slaii^hter ;  three  times  were  these  lirare  unfortunate 
men  led  to  the  cbaige,  and  were  finally  repnlsed.f  Sir 
William  Howe  now  gave  up  his  first  plan  of  attack,  to 
Ibice  bis  way  into  the  rear  of  the  provincials,  and  mak* 
ing  an  entire  new  disposition*  he  directed  bis  wliole  force 
against  the  redoubt*  attacking  it  on  three  sides  at  the 
same  time.  General  Clinton,  witli  the  47th  regiment 
and  the  battalion  of  marines  on  tlie  I'is^bt ;  General  Pic:ott, 
with  the  dtii*  38tli*  and  43d regiments,  in  thr  cmtrc;  and 
Uie  Commander*  with  the  grenadiers  and  52d  regiment 
on  tbe  left;  the  li^t  infantry  appear  to  have  been  pot 
hors  ie  eombat  The  retrenchment  was  turned  on  th^ 
left  and  entered  by  the  e^renadicrs.  but  being  exposed  to 
the  perpendicular  fire  tii"  the  redoubt  and  the  oblique  fire 
oi'  Captain  Dearborn*  they  were  obliged  to  abandon  iL 

•  Mr.  John  Win  slow,  then  in  Boston,  I  understand,  counted  tbia 
number  the  next  day.  Th':s  gentleman  served  with  much  reputation 
in  the  urtiUcry  of  the  revolution,  and  was  at  the  capture  of  Bur^oync, 
and  has  been  long  since  a  Major-generftl  in  tbe  miUtia  of  Msma- 
chusetts. 

f  1  had  these  details  from  Colonel  Stark  on  the  field,  the  ITib  of 
"Mnrch,  17r6,  and  i  remember  his  observing,  iLr  tkufi  lay  (if:  t'iich 
a$  Uicep  in  a  fddf**  it  was  at  this  point  Ibc  enemy  suffered  most  se« 
verelv. 
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Assail*  il  in  Iji.^  Iront  anil  flanks  by  three-fold  numbers,  CHAP. 
Pregroll  pcidcvcred  with  great  ()bsiiri;v(  y  arul  valour,  uu- 
liiliiii  aiiimuiiiticin  WM  nearly  espended^  and  theredoubl 
SueotA  bjr  Um  grettdiira  at  the  angiep  wUcb  JoiMd 
tte  ntiMchMiL  Ha  waa  (kan  oUlgad  to  gm  waj» 
and  hia  nan  af  aavaa  tatraatod  in  diaardar.  Aflar  Hm 
third  repulse  of  the  light  iofantryy  and  whilst  the  attack 
Mas  carried  against  the  redoubt,  Slai  k's  men  behind  the 
poat  and  rail  tctae  near  the  Mystic^  were  unassailad  aaU 
ttOOGCupicdt  and  tlia  aoaaaa  Mar  the  redoubt  Mag  ob- 
acorad  bj  tha  amoka»  tbajr  ware  iadacad  to  ratraat  n» 
iaclantly  after  tbe  work  waa  carried.  If  tbay  bad  baaii 
thrown  forward^  where  the  light  infantry  finally  gave 
wavy  to  aiUick  Sir  William^  i-ighl  Hank  and  icar,  Uia 
issue  of  this  conflict  might  have  pi'uved  uufortunate  for 
bim ;  or  if  General  Putoam  bad  moved  up  witb  Colonel 
Garrisb  and  tbe  maD  wbo  raaialnad  atatlonary  witbia 
600  yards  of  tha  combat»  wbicb  lastod  an  boar  and  an 
hall,  tUc  triumph  oi'  the  provincials  would  Jiave  been  de- 
cisive, and  those  of  tlie  UrUi:»U  corps  who  were  not  kill- 
ed muni  ha\  L  surrcudcred^  which  would  probably  have 
temioated  the  contaat»  and  prevented  the  disaaf  emaiit 
of  the  British  empire ;  bat  I  ondaratand  from  high  an- 
ttiorityy  tliat  it  was  in  vain  Cobnel  PrescotC  sent  masaen- 
gvr  alter  inesseiiger  to  entreat  (itjueral  Putiiam  to  cuitio 
to  Ills  hut  iuur;  he  rode  about  ilunkc  L-'o  iiill,  while  the 
battle  raged  under  his  cye^  with  a  number  of  tntrenchuig 
tools  along  acro«  bia  borBa»  bat  did  not  advance  a  step^ 
and  waa  passed,  witb  Colonel  Gerrlsb  atill  at  bia  side»  by 
Stark  and  Dearborn  as  they  retreated,  near  the  spot 
wliti  c  ihiy  saw  him  they  advanced  j  aud  for  this 

conduct  Colonel  i'rescult  never  ceased  to  reprobate  the 
General. 

In  respect  to  the  patriot.  Doctor  WarreOf  whose  ac- 
knowledged talents  and  virtneSf  and  seal  and  devotion 

to  the  cause  of  his  country,  have  consecrated  his  memory  . 
to  endless  time,  Uvt  ,ii  rived  at  the  redoubt  a  short  lirae 
before  Uie  action  commenced^  and  ou  hi»  appearance  he- 
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CHAP    iiig  known  as  a  general  ofliccr  recently  appointed,  iUc 
XIX.    guiiant  Prescott  addressed  bimseif  to  liiiuy  and  demaiuMf 

^^^^  u  Doctor  Warraiy  do  yon  come  here  to  take  tJM  com- 
nand  7''  Nb^  Colonel,*'  replied  the  Doctor^  « hnt  to 
give  what  assistance  I  cany  and  to  let  these  damned  ras- 
cals see,"  pointing  to  the  lintisli  troops,  "that  the  Yan- 
kees will  fight.''*  1  understand  he  performed  his  duty 
with  his  firelock,  and  it  is  certain  he  fell  in  the  retreat,  in 
rear  of«  and  a  little  to  tlie  right  of  the  redouht,  it  is  saidy 
1^  a  random  shot  through  the  head* 

The8iin.:;iiinary  merits  of  this  combat  would  not  disgrace 
Chippewa  or  BridTc^watfr ;  but  in  this  nne  case  tlie  liber- 
ties of  North  America  formed  the  ground  of  contest, 
whilst  in  the  otlier,  military  edat  and  individual  exalta- 
tion were  alone  contended  for.  The  less  of  the  provin- 
cials were  ^53,  all  ranks  induded,  among  whom,  Doctor 
W  arren,  Colonel  Ganlncr,  Lieutt  iiarit-colonel  Parker, 
Major  M* Clary,  and  Major  Mnore,  were  tlie  only  cl»a- 
racters  of  distinction.  The  loss  of  the  British  of  all 
ranks  was  iOMt  of  whom  19  commissioned  officers  were 
killed,  and  among  them  one  Lieutenant-colonel,  two 
Majors,  and  seven  Captains;  and  TO  wm  wounded. 
Such  were  the  immediate  fruits  of  tliis  battU-,  but  its  cfTects 
were  cf>extcnsive  with  the  American  war,  leaving  im- 
pressions on  the  minds  of  Uic  British  rfmitnanders  which 
saved  the  country  from  great  loss  of  hlood  and  heavy 
calamities.  This  Isolated  sketch  being  Intended  to  a 
mere  record  of  facts  little  known,  It  may  be  proper  to 
state,  tliiit  between  Prescott  and  Stark  there  was  no  pre- 
concert or  plan  of  co  operation;  each  fought  his  distinct 
corps,  and  defended  his  groand,  according  to  his  own 
judgment,  and  there  was  no  general  command  exercised 
on  the  field ;  as  soon  as  the  men  were  stationed,  every 
one  reasoned  and  resolved  for  himself,  and  fouglit  for  his 
country,  under  tlic  direction  «)f  his  own  will;  and  the 
consequences  shew  what  cauuut  be  denied,  that  one  deli- 

*  This  fact  IB  taken  from  the  i!pa  of  Doctor  Eostii,  our  miniiter 
&t  the  llague^  wbo  tras  preseot  in  tbe  redoubt. 
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berate  well  4ir«ctet]  shott  it  wortb  an  hundred  and  twenlgr  CHAP, 
timini  ftwtj  by  pIftlooM  or  file  firiii§>  ii  Um  ordioMy 
tany  of  ^iitUty  ections,  p^uiaHi^  tte 
nigh$9  mi  of  000  fordf  tfiffmne.   Gwrol  Wardf  tte 

Cumniander  in  Chief,  iiBlencd  tu  the  thunder  uf  the  batlli^ 
frotn  his  quarters  at  Cambriclsje  ;  and  all  the  reinForre- 
meats  whiek  arrived  at  Bunlter'a  MUU  After  Colonel 
Stork  bod  poioed*  bolM  ond  be|it  eo»ponj  wllb  General 
Potoom  ond  Colonel  Gorriob.  TboColooel  woocoehier* 
ed,  bot  tbe  Geoeral»  belv^  diafiasMb«Mv  bio  pvp«l»fl» 
tj,  hifl  integrit)^,  and  patriotiani,  eenrcd  oa  tbird  iO  col^? 
nand  ;it  the  termination     the  Amoriran  reYolntimi. 

'I  he  habits  and  ieeiings  of  our  countrymen  at  iln  com- 
mencement  of  the  revcdutioB  bavc  been  described  in  tbe 
beginoiag  of  tbio  volono*  ond  wfacn  9aotni9|«d  with 
tiMMo  of  the  iiraeot  doy»  Ibey  wUl  me^roA  flMiorablo 
oword  fWim  every  Tirtooiie  ond  reflocUof  eittoeni  wbilo 
the  youtli  of  the  prrseiit  liay,  whether  reared  in  miUtoyf 
acadtiiiieis  or  mrtrojnditan  srhooU,  they  may  be 

tau^^bt  to  caU  avbitioa  v irtue,  wili  firiii  mnon^  their  pre* 
decfOiOro  emuploe  worthy  of  any  age  or  nation,  in  whtdi 
ambitbin  wio  oniM  witb  tbo  aentuMH^fliTO  of  coooiqr 

ondi»ae|Niroble  fironoociol  virtoe*  - 

Those,  then,  who  desire  to  etlfie  ih  the  riling  gt^iiei«» 
tinn,  that  Godliko  st  Fisibility,  which  weeps  over  the  euf- 
foringg  of  a  fcUow  ci'eature,  or  to  impair  the  force  oC 
the  divine  iiy unction  which  teaches  man  "to  do  as  he 
would  bo  done  by^**  iMteod  of  inatractiog  bis  son  in  tbo 
civil  arts  aad  oeoM  oclconfiOt  ibooM  eooounigo  ailitory 
academiee,  and  teocb  tJien  bow  to  wield  Ibo  iobfo  or  to 
set  the  squadrouj  and 

«<  To  know  the  hardships  of  a  lengthened  war, 

M  What  treosures  it  miiel  coot,  what  aceneo  of  blood*  ^ 

What  Yaat  oxprnaest  what  unnumbered  toils 
•<  Equipping  fleets  and  mustering  armies  ask*'* 

Tbe  following  animated  description  of  tlie  battle  of 

TOIh  h  5  P 


Digitized  by  Google 


800 


MEMOIRS  BY 


cfTAp.  Breed's  Uili  and  its  attendKnt  horrorsf  from  the  pen  of 
^'^     one  of  the  nost  degant  scholare  and  accom^ished  gen- 
'^^''^  tlemen  of  his  day,*  will  exhihit  to  the  people  of  these 

states,  the  barbarian  influence  of  military  edacation  and 
liabits  nn  the  human  mind,  and  will  shew  them  how  nK.'n 
accustomed  to  scenes  of  hon  or  and  distress,  may  be 
charmed  by  the  savage  sublimity  of  blazing  towns  and 
Weeding  hosts,  to  the  dissolution  of  the  first  duties  and 
obligations  of  intsUigent  social  beings,  and  the  extinction 
oT  tller«ii4eariii^nuid  consoling' virtues  of  huoanitj,  and 
religion. 

And  w>\\  cDsiit  fl  one  of  ti»e  greatest  scenes  of  war 
that  can  be  conceived  ;  if  wc  look  to  the  height,  Uowe*s 
corps  uacehding  the  bill  in  the  face  of  intrenchments,  and 
in  a  very  dissdrantageous  ground,  were  moch  engaged; 
to  the  left  tlie>enemy  pouring  in  fresh  troops  by  thousands 
over  the  land ;  and  in  the  arm  of  the  sea  our  ships  and 
floating  batteries  cannonading  them;  straight  before  us 
a  large  and  noble  tow  n,  in  one  great  blaze ;  the  church 
steeples  and  heights  of  onr  own  camp  covered  with  spec- 
tators of  the  rest  of  the  amy,  which  was  not  engaged  i 
the  hills  ronnd  the  country  covered  with  spectators ;  the 
enemy  all  in  anxious  suspense ;  and  the  roar  of  cannon, 
mortars,  and  toasketry ;  the  crash  of  chnrches,  ships 
tipon  the  stocks,  and  whole  streets  falling  together  in 
ruins,  to  fill  the  ear ;  the  storm  of  the  redoubts,  with  the 
objects  above  described,  to  fill  the  eye;  and  the  reflection 
that  perhaps  a  defeat  was  a  final  loss  of  the  British  em- 
pire in  America^  to  fill  the  mind,  made  the  whole  picture 
a  complication  of  horror  and  importance  beyond  any 
thviig  that  ever  came  to  my  lot  to  witness.'' 

*  General  Burgoyne. 
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mpect  of  the  world ;  my  bmable  suffirage  omild  add  no-  chap. 

thing  to  the  fame  ot*  General  Wasliiiigtoti,  after  he  has 
merited  lUc  plaudits  uf  iiiunkiurl,  by  the  rare  ixamplc  of 
a  miiitarj  chief,  who,  having  led  tiie  artnies  of  bis  coun- 
try, to  the  establishment  of  her  independence,  peaceably 
and  proudly  laid  down  hia  anM»  and  aoqgbt  hia  reward 
in  the  bosom  of  hia  fellow  citlsona.  But  I  will  gratify 
the  reader  with  a  fac  similt  of  the  heads  of  General  Wash- 
ingt oil's  first  nfficitil  letter,  dated  at  Cambridi^c,  July 
lOth,  177 J,  to  tlie  President  of  Cnu«5resH,  which  w'lU 
perpetuate  the  character  of  his  inaniiscript,  and  record 
the  extent  and  accnracj  of  h|a  knowledge,  in  all  the  va* 
riety  of  military  detailsp  a  anbject  little. understood  In 
thia  country  at  that  period,  and  of  which  his  own  >;  ;'(>r* 
tunities  for  correct  information  had  been  aupericliil. 
The  rom|)relie!isi()ri  and  furrectiicss  of  his  military  views, 
iintler  those  circuinstances,  must  excite  the  admiration  of 
every  competent  judge,  ai|d  I  do  conceive  clearly  demon- 
atrate,  that  whatever  nay  hare  been  the  force  and  energy 
of  his  mind,  when  directed  to  other  subjccta,  military 
affkirs  were  undoubtedly  his/mi.  The  letter  amplifying 
tlie  topics  cumprised  in  these  heads  was  written  by  Colonel 
Joseph  Reed,  then  his  Sec n  tary,  and  afterwarub  Governor 
of  li'ennsylvaiiia,  the  orij^innl  rough  draft  of  which  is  iti 
my  possession,  and  (lie  published  copy  will  be  found  in 
the  first  volume  of  >yaHirn)gton's  letters,  Boshn  Edifioiu 
1795,  pn^e  SfL 
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a:  ^.  One  ot  Capuin  Poscy^  Captain  Lon^-^s  lieutenants  on  command; 
two  of  Ctpum  Swcaringen  s  »*■  dgnt  with  leave,  and  botii  Ms  Ueuteoaots  lick 
Abtent;  Captain  Boone  mNijqaei^  ahseat. 

I 

I  DANIEL  MORGAN,  Wmd. 

'  Oflhesc  el-ht  cnpt.ins,  Pos<t„  jfag  attack  of  Stoney  Point;  and  sfu  rv  ards 
iiy  his  dauntlesf  resolution  conir^  ,^,^^,1^^  „  IfSS^I  aad  hc 
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REMARKS. 


Ot  the  non-commissioned,  musiciiuis 
and  privates  Rtunicd  iiiiMiii|fa  fifteen 
were  kiUed. 


•  After  bis  report  in  the  morning,  on 
hcarinpr  the  fire,  he  recrosscd  the  riverj 
end  joined  hie  reBinent 


One  f^ii 

t  A  French  gentlemuu  volunteer. 


t  Taken  prisoner,  and  afterwards  «-| 
changed  iot  CapuOli  A.  Prater.  j 
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.V.  B.  1  commissary  ()keTf\e  toilowiog  milHia  otiicert,  ndti- 
commissioned  otHcers  i»nd  4nel8>  5  lieutenaiit'ColOMl»»  8  ini^ 
joM,  53 capUini,  45  first  li  r-»»,6siirKeon8.  5  mates,  294  ser- 
geants 44  drums  and  fifes  en^pt»  ud  4751  miUtia  to  defeaa 
General  Gate»*a  camp.  ^ 


»0"o/-  4*       w3(yt.  Geii. 
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General  Staff 
light  Drag^ni 

Artillery 
iBt  regt.  intknlry 
9lh  do. 
•11th  do. 

21at  do 

•?l'd  do. 
2jd  do. 
•S5lh  do. 

Canadian  Volunteers 
P(  nn'iylvania  do. 
New  York  do. 

Tc  tr 


REMABKS. 


•  Capl.  Spencer, 
since  dead  of 
lui  wounds. 
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No.  1. 

ROBEBT  SKINHBR'S*  WILU 

I,  Robert  Skinner  of  Calrert  county  merchant,  at  present  In  Mine  good  met* 
sure  of  health,  bat  perfect  in  understanding,  praise  be  gi^en  to  the  Almighty 

CiOf!,  considering- the  hrerity  of  manN  life,  and  how  ancertain  my  time  is  here, 
f:  1-  which  cause  ui ul  tor  divers  oilier  causes  ami  considerations  moving  me 
lirrcunto,  I  judpfc  it  fit  an  J  convenient  to  make  this  my  last  will  and  testament^ 
in  opposition  to  nil  iormcr  whatsoever,  in  niauncr  and  tbrm  following: 

I  commit  my  body  to  the  ef^rth  from  whence  it  came,  to  be  orderly  and  de- 
ocmlf  biirM*  iomdiof  to  th»  diteretion  of  my  wife,  and  others  vho  aire  oott- 
cemedt  aad  Ibr  liat  oatale  which  at  hatlt  pkaacd  God  to  endow  no  with  in  thii 
wofld,  (my  jim  debts  and  fincral  oxponaea  daaeharged,)  I  dispose  of  la  namer 
eadibrin  as  iilloveth: 

Item,—- I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  eldest  son,  Robert  Skinner,  all  myplan- 
tation  and  tract  of  land  called  Ireland  Neck,  which  at  this  time  is  unsold  or  dis- 
posed of  to  him,  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  also  I  g-ivc  nnto  him  the  bed  on 
which  )n'  nowr  lieih.  With  the  furniture  thereunto belong-iDg,  with  one  raanscote 
chair,  ^wlll  half  of  my  carpenter's,  joiner's  and  turner's  tools,  one  pewter  diih. 
With  a  iargc  coDCordaocc  of  the  bible,  as  aUo  a  joined  table  whici>  is  now  at 
Ireland  Neck. 

■ 

Item,— I  give  onto  my  daughter,  M.Cary  Latehworlh,oae  sAitof  chiUPs  bed 
lieen«  one  OHUiicote  eradte*  one  chlld*a  ebabv  and  one  hook  being  Sktei^s  Ez* 
poaition  open  the  two  Kpbtlea  of  the  TheiaahMiiaoa.  Itea^I  glw  onto  ny 
•foneaaid  deughter'a  firiit  ohild*  be  it  son  or  daughter,  when  it  shall  lite  to  the 
age  of  one  year,  »  oow  calf  one  yior  old,  provided  that  the  father  fetch  it  nwej 
within  one  half  year  ttfter^  and  recofd  it  ier  the  child^  with  the  ioflfcaae 
male  and  female. 

Item, — I  give  unto  my  secoiul  son,  Clarke  Skinner,  to  him,  his  heirs,  and  as^ 
ftigns  for  ever,  one  tract  of  land  called  the  Border,  joining  upon  that  which  I 
live  upon,  with  all  thai  pan  or  tract  of  land  called  the  Reserve,  upon  which  I 
now  live,  lying  to  the  we&t  of  a  certain  great  branch,  which  expires  in 
thei  which  wu  formerly  called  my  calf  peatere^  et  the  head  of  which  there  is 
n  parcel  of  alders  growing ;  and  fiirther«  1  gifo  unio  my  said  eon  Clarke^  ono 
piece  of  land  lying  westward  of  that  aibreojinied  htaoeh,  behif  part  of  n  tract 
of  land  called  the  Sorapti  and  further  I  give  unto  him  one  cow  and  one  cow 
calf,  as  an  addition  to  one  heifer  lie  hath  already,  and  further  I  give  to  my  son 
CUrke  half  of  my  joiner's  and  carpenter's  and  tttmer^  tools,  with  my  larfs 
bible  in  folio  and  one  of  M'Cane's  bibles. 

Item, — I  g'ivc  unto  my  third  son,  \\  illium  Skinntr,  to  him,  his  heirs,  and  aS"- 
•igas  for  ever,  ail  that  tract  of  land  lying  on  the  west  side  of  Patuxeut  riverj* 

•  The  grsat  graadftlhar  of  Jai.  WiOdneon*!  gnndnothcr,  es  parte  patemft* 
T«L.  I.  (a) 
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*  joining^  on  the  Quosquo  manor  called  the  Hatehcftt.  and  one  of  M*Cane*s  bibles, 
with  Fishop  Usher's  Sum  and  Snbstrtnrip  f>f  ilie  Christian  RL-Hgion.  Item,— I 
give  unto  my  younper  son,  Adderton  Skinner,  all  ihnt  part  of  tin;  tract  of  land 
called  the  Reserve,  lying  to  the  east  of  the  aforfumu-d  brunch,  to  liim,  his  heirs, 
and  assigns  for  ever,  together  with  that  part  of  my  land  called  the  Scraps^  lying 
to  the  east  of  the  said  branch  joining  to  that  of  the  Reserve.  \ 

Item,— I  give  onto  ngr  iaid  •on,  one  of  If  H^ene**  biblett  with  one  book  call- 
ed the  Cbrittttn  IMetioiiwy.  1temr--I  g'*^        njr  dear  wife;  Ann  Skinner, 
>iipQO  the  condUiona  foIlowliig»  til  my  personel  estate  imdispoaed  of»  iris,  all 
debts,  household  goods  and  caitle»  witb  all  that  may  be  called  minei  ny  will 
and  pleaaore  is,  that  my  wile,  in  consideration  of  the  premises  abotementioned, 
shall  give  unto  my  thrMions,  Clarke  Sliinncr,  William  Skinner,  and  Adderton 
Skinner,  to  each  and  every  one  of  tl-em,  three  ^hW  snfRctent  men  servants,  for 
time  and  term  tlicy  rnme  in  for,  iikt  :iny  one  under  four  }ears;  two  to  be  deli- 
rerd  to  each  of  them  when  they  shall  attain  the  age  of  twenty  years,  and  to 
every  of  ihem  one  mo; c    hen  they  shall  come  to  the  ape  of  twenty-two  years; 
r  and  secondly,  my  will  and  pleasure  is,  that  the  cattle  that  are  now  reputed  my 
.^jehildrenV,  with  all  theaf  female  increase  at  my  deeeaae,  ahall  remain  good  to 
(hem,  together  with  all  the  male  inctcase  from  thenoeforward ;  and  thirdly,  my 
will  and  pleasure  is,  that  my  ehitdren  shall  be  educated,  and  brought  forward 
with  learning  reading,  writing  and  eyphernig;  Ibarthly,  ny  will  and  pleaam 
that  the  whole  of  aaid  named  three  sons  shall  have  the  benefit  of  all  their 
own  crops  and  labour,  as  they  shall  come  to  tlie  kge  of  6fteen  years,  to  be  dis- 
posed of  for  their  best  advantaj^e,  by  the  advice  of  their  guardian  hereafter 
named  ;  and  if  it  sh-dl  come  to  pn^'i  that  either  of  my  two  sons,  Clarke  or  Ad- 
derton, sliall  die  before  they  attain  the  age  of  one  and  twenty  years,  that  then 
the  sui  \  !\  or  or  survivors  shall  liave  tfie  deceased's  land,  and  my  son  "William 
Skinner  to  liavc  the  deceased's  scrvunis  and  catilc  ;  arul  tf  it  bliall  please  God 
Uiat  two  or  all  three  of  my  sons  shotdd  die  before  they  come  to  the  age  of  one 
and  twenty  years,  that  then  their  lands,  senrants  with  stock,  shall  be  equally 
divided  among  my  sorriving  children ;  and  furthermore,  whereaa  my  wife  is  joint 
-   purchaser  with  me  in  the  Beserve,  iherefofe,  not  knowing  bttt  what  the  eldest 
of  my  three  sons,  or  the  second,  in  case  the  eldest  should  die,  shall  hereafter  go 
fboutto  vex,  or  disturb  the  youngest  son  Adderton,  pretending  right  from 
his  mother  in  witliholding  the  enjoyment,  of  what  I  have  in  this  will  given 
hiin,  my  will  and  pleasure  is,  »hat  the  said  Clarke  f>r  ^^'^tHi:>m  shall  have  no  be- 
nefit by  t1  i5>  my  will,  but  their  part  wholly  to  redound  lo  Adderton,  to  him,  his 
heirs,  an  d  nssigns  for  ever;  and  finally,  n»y  will  atid  plcasuie  is,  that  my  son, 
Robert  Skinner  whom  1  do  constitute  and  appoint  as  guardian  to  my  three  young 
sons,  shall  take  care  to  place  some  one  or  other  upon  each  of  the  tracts  of 
land  given  to  my  son  Wttliam  and  son  Adderton,  that  they  may  have  homes 
to  go  to  when  they  shall  attain  the  age  of  twenty  years,  hoping  tint  my  wtfS^, 
who  has  her  life  time  in  most  of  that  which  I  have  willed  to  my  son  Clarkto^ 
will  be  csrefulto  promote  his  interest  for  his  encouragement  in  respect  of  a 
dwelling;  and  if  it  shall  please  God  that  my  son  Rolf  rt  should  die,  my  will 
and  pleasure  is,  that  my  two  sons-in-law,  Thomas  Greefield  and  Joseph  LctcU* 
worth,  sli  dl  be  guardians  In  hiss  plurc  and  stpad,  lK>pint^  that  they  will  be  care, 
fill  to  see  this  my  "will  accomplished  in  all  respects,  according  to  tlie  true  in- 
tent and  purpose  thereof,  for  the  coofirmiog  of.  this  my  last  will  and  tes^ifneut. 
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I  hhvc  hereuMtu  act  my  hand  ami  »eai,  thi»  eighth  da/  of  March,  one  thousand 
•iz  hundred  and  eighty -five. 

[SoilO  BOBBBT  SKIKKBR* 

Signed,  tested  end  deHvered  in  the  pretence  of 
BOSBBT  HOLMWORTB^ 

AETstiB  Hoams. 

KI.I2ABKTH  CARKAiX* 
WILLIAM  MORE. 

December  llih,  1686,  tlien  c»mc  Arthur  Horner  before;  me  and  made  oath 
xUaX  he  saw  Uubcri  Skinner  sig^n,  teal  and  dcltfcr  thit  within  ^Tiling,  at  hU 
Ittt  Will  and  teatament,  at  wiUictt  my  hand. 

THOMAS  IUi(i<)K, 
December  21tl,  IGSfi,  then  came  William  M(»rc  and  Fd:z;ibcih  Curnall  before 
me  ^nd  made  oulh,  that  ihey  di  l  s<.  e  Kahert  SLuaicr  sigii,  seal  and  deliver  the 
within  writing  aa  bia  laat        and  icsumcat,  aa  wiintras  my  hand. 

THOMAS  BROOK. 
Ih  tcttimonf  that  the  within  it  m  true  copy  from  the  recordt  of  the 
[Siax.]       erph|tn*t  court  of  Calvert  eonnty,  1  hare  hereunto  tet  my  hand 
and  affixed  the  teal  of  my  oAoei»  thie  lOth  day  of  April,  ISXh 
Twn,  JO.  WILKINSON,  Jtrg.  mUt, 


No.  Ih 

SAMUEL  IIDLDS WORTH'S*  WILL 

In  tl»c  name  of  God,  Amen,  iht  lOili  day  ol  Uccenibc  i-,  ■aXwxo  Ll^Jimni  ITIO,  f, 
Samuel  Iloldavvorih  of  Calvert  county,  genllematt,  being  at  tlu^  present  time  oi 
good  health  of  body,  and  of  tound  and  of  perfect  mind  and  memory,  (Almighty 
God  he  prhtted  for  the  earoe)  yet  telling  to  nffod  the  eertalnty  of  death,  and 
that  the  thereof  it  mott  eertam,  do  make  and  declare  thit  my  lat^  will  and  ten- 
tament  in  manner  and  form  ihllowing:  ftrtt  and  principelly,  being  pemtent  and 
torry  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart  fbr  ray  tint  patt,  mott  humbly  desiring  for- 
giveness of  the  same,  l^ve  and  commit  my  soul  into  the  handt  of  Almtgh^ 
God,  that  gave  it.boplng  through  the  merits,  death,  and  passion  of  mine  only 
Lord  and  Saviour,  Jesus  Christ,  to  have  free  pardon  and  renii:3sioH  for  the  i>amc; 
my  body  I  commit  to  the  earth  to  be  decently  buried,  at  the  discretion  of  my 
cxectitor  htrr^d'ter  named  ;  and  as  touching  such  estate  ub  it  huth  pleased  God 
to  bless  nie  UiUt  -11  \n  this  life,  (after  my  just  d«bts  arc  paid  and  aatisfied,)  I 
^ive,  bequeath,  dev  i:».e,  and  dispose  of  the  s;une  in  manner  and  form  folbwing: 

Firit,^!  give  and  bequeath  wito  my  ton,  Thomat  Holdtworth*  nil  that  plan- 
Ution  and  triet  of  land  called  Middle  Fuller,  whereon  1  now  live,  together  witll 
all  houtet  now  ttnnding  or  being  thereon,  or  to  ttanding  or  being  at  the  time  of 
my  dcceatet  to  have  and  to  hold  the  tame  to  l\\m,  the  taid  Thooiat  Hotd». 
worth  and  the  heirt  of  hit  body,  lawfully  begoiten,  ibrever,  end  for  the  want 
of  such  issue,  I  give  and  bequeath  tlie  same  unto  my  sister,  Ann  Holds  worth, 
and  the  heirs  of  her  body  forever,  and  for  want  of  such  issue,  to  \hz  next  heir 
and  nearest  of  kindred,  according  to  the  common  course  of  the  iaw,  subject 
nevcrtlielcas  to  Uie  provitions  and  limitations  hereinafier  made  and  provided. 

•  The  great  grandfather  of  Jtt.  WiffcintOtt'o  grandmother,  ex  ^^Xt  qmteinft* 
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Item.— I  give  and  bequeath*  iinto  wj  laid  Mm  Tboaai,  all  wj  otbar  tnflce 
and  aeveral  parceli  of  land*  and  pluitatiooe  vhieli  I  am  now  |ioaaeaKd  el^ 
iriibiti  file  paovince  of  Maiyland^  together  with  aH  home*,  tobabee  hooaea  and 
gfeoariea,  etandiiig  or  being  on  tile  tame,  to  have,  and  to  hold  the  same,  and 
all  and  every  part  tfaareof  unto  him*  tile  aaid  Tbomaa  Holdsworib,  his  hcirt, 
and  assigns  forever,  for  their  own  proper  use  and  behonf,  subject  nevcrthelesa 
to  the  proviHions  licreinafter  exf)res»ed  ;  and  as  tonchmf,^  my  personal  estate,  I 
give,  devise,  bequeath  and  order  the  same  In  nr>aiiTier  lullowinp":  first,  I  direct, 
order  and  appoint  that  all  the  negj  t>ca  that  I  nu'.v  li^ve,  or  am  p<jsscsi.t;d  of  at 
tJie  time  oi'  my  decease,  shall  be  divided  into  three  equal  parts,  one -third  part 
whereof,  I  give  and  bequeatli  unto  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Bueherfield,  and  herheiaa 
and,  assigns  fbvevert  and  t  do  ditect  and  order  the  aame  to  be  deliveied  into  her 
poeaeaaiont  within  the  apace  of  one  month  after  mj  deceaact  by  my  eaeenlor 
hereafter  Baamd  i  the  other  two-third  pafU  I  give  and  bequeath  mito  my  mad 
eon  Thoniaa»  and  to  hia  lieim  and  aiaigna.  Itcm^I  appoint,  order  and  direel» 
that  all  goodk,  wares  and  mercbandiaes,  tobaceo  {^rowing  or  in  the  house,  plate, 
cash,  debts  within  this  province  or  elsewhere,  tobacco  in  any  warehouse  or 
hands  in  Fiig'Und,  stock  of  hof^s,  horses,  sheep  or  cattle,  and  all  other  my  cfoods 
or  chault  s  v*,  hatsopver,  (except  by  roe  in  this  last  will  and  testament  hereinaf- 
ter other''\  iic  b(  qucathcd  and  disposed  of,)      Jtvided  into  three  equal  pans 
or  shares,  one-ihird  part  whereof  1  give  and  bequeath  unto  the  said  Elizkbcili 
Budurfield,  nnd  her  heirs  and  assigns,  to  be  delivered  unto  her  in  their  seve- 
111  kindaandapeeiea,  aa  near  aa  the  aame  mayliedeclded  by  myoiceiitor  hera* 
alter  named,  within  one  month  after  my  deceaae^  or  aa  aoenaa  the  aame  amy  or 
eaa  pomibly  be  done,  and  eompleted,  aoe^rding  to  my  true  bitent  and  mean- 
ing,  withottt  any  delay.  Item*— I  order  and  appoint  that  Mra.  Bliaatheth  BtMk^ 
erfield,  after  my  decease,  aball  if  abe  pleases,  and  at  her  election  take  to  her 
own  use  the  furniture  of  the  room  she  now  lives  in,  and  the  chamb«r  over  that 
as  the  same  is  now  standing,  (plate  excepted  as  before  divided,)  she  allowing 
unto  ni\  siild  son  Thomas,  out  of  her  own  lliird  p  u  t,  i)L(orc  beqxieathed  unto 
her,  so  much  as  the  sumv  shnll  be  appraised  at  bv  iwo  sworn  appraiseiS;  and  I 
do  hereby  lurihcr  duccL  ami  nrtler,  th^l  imm  and  immediately  after  my  de- 
cease, she,  the  said  Elizabeili  iiuciterneld,  shall  have  the  use  and  possession  of 
the  aaid  two  rooma  or  ebambers,  to  her  own  proper  use,  for,  and  during  the 
time  of  her  natural  life,  and  alao  neoeaiary  and  anitabte  aecommodationa  en 
long  at  abn  ahall  think  lit  to  amy  and  abide  in  tbe  aaid  houae  at  the  aole  eharge 
l|»f  my  executor;  and  furthermore,  T  do  hereby  give  and  grant  unto  the  aaid 
Eliaabeth  Buckerfield,  during  the  said  term  of  her  natural  life,  liberty  to  ute» 
empky*  er  work  the  several  negroes  hereby  by  me  before  bequeathed  unto  her, 
upon  any  or  every  of  my  several  phtiuations  or  land  before  mentioned,  provit'U 
cd  always  and  upon  this  condiiicm,  ;bat  she,  ihf;  said  Elizabeth  BuckerfjcUl, 
ahall  live  a  sing-lc  woman  and  unmarried,  and  that  in  caSe  of  her  marriage 
again,  the  use  ot  the  suid  two  rooms  and  the  libcrtv  before  (granted  on  my  sevo 
ral  pianUtions,  to  revert  and  come  again  to  ihe  said  1  iionu^  iiuldsworth  wholU 
ly ;  and  it  ia  my  will  and  intent,  that  if  tbe  said  Elisabeth  Buckerfield,  aAer 
my  deceaaea'do  remove  to  England  or  elaewaeroi  and  not  atay  and  abide  hetcv 
bertelf  in  peraoo,  ahe  ■ball  not  grant  or  amlgn  her  right  to  the  aaid  two  rooma 
or  tbe  land  to  any  penon  or  peraona  whataoever»  and  further  provided* 

that  if  any  marriage  hermfter  ahall  happen  te  be  had  and  aolemoiwd  bc:> 
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t»'fefi  ma  tr\d  the  Mid  Elizabeth  Buckerfield,  then,  and  m  stiich  cite*  if  Ute 
Bmd  Lh^abcLb  my  wif«,  after  my  decease  shall  make  aay  other  claim  or  de- 
mand  of  any  daver,  or  other  part  ol  my  estate  whatsoever,  more  than  is  heretb- 
t9f  aadbOTebf  to  hsr  bcqottthed,  the*  afl  lad  mry  the  bequeat  hereby  mada ' 
iftflll  OMM       Im  VDiid>aBil  thfi  mms  ahall  eoniK  mi  deaDaad  unto  flivnid 
ThoMMb  M»  whom  I  fife  and  bequeath  the  aeme*  4l0|r  homehold  etuff 
iiftMeoe«ir»  aot  kmis  or  htNhj  beqoeethed,  I  do  order  aiid  direct,  shall 
brought  to  an  appraisenent;  one-third  part  thereof  I  give  unlQ  the  e^  Eliser 
both  Backerficld,  snd  the  other  two>third  parts  I  give  unto  my  laid  aon  Tho- 
mas ;  »nrl  I  do  hercbv  leave  it  to  the  choice  ami  election  of  my  executor,  here- 
after numcd,  1.0  pay  ihe  said  one-third  part  unto  ihc  suld  Klizabcth  iiucksrfiekl 
in  money  at  ilic  appi  ;iiscment,  or  deliver  her  tlic  oiie-ttiird  part  of  the  g^oyds 
so  appraised,  and  rTior^^ovcr,  it  is  my  will  and  dettire,and  J  do  hereby  order  and 
appoint*  that  in  case  any  dispute  or  difference  shouki arise,  or  happen  betweeo 
«be  Mid  BUaafacth  BMheHMd  md  njr  leid  aoa '9iiN«r  K^Uog  to  the  dM- 
aioM  of  th>  aeid  ■qpeae  or  aay  other  the  gooda  or  Antttei  befene  mfintiwd^ 
eMh  of  the  aaidpertiea»  vlthm  teodajeafler  aoch  dinwi|>  athing,  ihtHriioy 
an  Mflemi  paraoo*  and  give  ndaee  of  the  aame  to  the  otl«ir».«HIA»^ 
of  ten  daya  liailted«  vhieh  laid  two  indifferent  persona  ahall  Jndge  and  deiei*  * 
mine  the  tame  between  them,  and  he  or  her  refusing  to  stand  and  abide  such 
judgment,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  unto  the  other,  out  of  his  or  her  part  or  share  of 
the  poods  and  chatties  ^G>resaid,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  sterling;'  ^  and 
furllicr  yet,  I  do  hereby  declare  and  make  known,  that  it  is  my  will,  true  intent 
and  meaniug,  Uial  if  my  said  son  Tlioniaa  shall  marry     I  shall  think,  fit,  he  live 
separate  and  apart  from  mc  ;  and  it  muy  be  necessary  and  cunvcnient  for  his 
then  immediate  support  and  maintenance^  tofamlih  and  tddelifer  into  his  pos- 
aeaiSen  an/  negroea  or  gooda  and  ehajttlee  whataoefer»  that  ao  much  aa  I  ahall 
vaino  and  cateeaa  the  aanm  worthy  hf  making  ham  debtor  for  the  aan^i  anek 
debta  ahall  be  aeeovited  part  of  my  eatnte^  mad  ihaU  be  andgo  ftr  aikl^>  ypt 
of  his  two«thlrd  parts  as  the  aame  shall  amount  to.  And  whefcmi|iBj  brother^ 
Xohn  Holdawortb,  i  s  j  n  s  r  ly  indebted  to  me  by  bond,  bearing  dale  somis  time  Sjl^ 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twelve  pounds,  one  shilling  and  three*penee,  and 
interest  for  several  years  past,  1  give  and  bequeath  the  same  unto  rny  sister,  Ann 
Holdsworih,  and  her  children,  nan^ed  Charici,  William  and  Martlia,  to  beeqtial- 
ly  divided  betwcun  them,  said  nol*  iihsiinding-  all  the  several  before  mentioned 
Lcquc&ls,  it  itt  nty  deiiire,  it'  my  iiatd  son  Thoaia&  i^huuki  happen  to  die  or  de- 
part this  life  before  me,  I  direct  and  appoint  my  personal  estate,  before  mentiop- 
edy  hi  every  part  to  bn.dirvided  into  two  equal  parts,  one4Mif  part  or  moiety 
whereoft  I  give  nnio  nqr  aaid  aiainr*  Ann  Holdaw«ith»  and  her  aaid  children^  to 
be  equally  divided  between,  aftd  the  other  half  pert  or  moiety,  I  givo  ftttto  the 
aaid  Eliaabeth  Ruckerficld,  and  in  such  case  only.  I  makoa  naiaie,  ovdain,  and 
appoint,  the  said  Elizabeth  Buckerfield  fuU  and  sole  executor  of  thia  my  laat 
will  and  testament.    Item.—I  gi\c  and  bequOaih  unto  my  brother,  John  Uoldi- 
worth,  Captain  Richard  Smith,  sen  ,  Mr.  Alexander  Parran  and  Thomas  John- 
son, sen.,  Li  nng  of  twenty  shiUiHi^.s  a  piece,    .^nd  finally,  I  do  hereby  make, 
name,  ordain,  and  appoint,  my  sjul  son  Thomas  Hokhwortii,  futi  and  sole  cse- 
outtir,  of  this  my  last  \Uil  iiud  iLitameiU,  hereby  revoking'  all  former  and  other 
wdls  by  roe  heretofore  at  any  time  made,  and  appointing  this  to  be,  and  stand 
for,  and  at  my  only  bst  will  aad  testament.  In  witness  whereof,  I,  ilic  said 
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Samuei  iiolds worth,  bave,  to  this  my  last  will  and  testament^  w  itnessed  in  tiif 
Ibre^ing  seven  sheets  of  paper  and  thus  far  of  the  eighth,  to  evei  y  siicct  set  mj 
Jutody  and  to  the  firi»l  and  last  my  seal,  the  day  and  year  before  written. 

[Seal  ]  SAMUEL  HOLD6WORTU. 

Signed^  Maled,  pabUabed  and  declared,  by  the  said  Samuel  Hdldf#ertb,  t|ie 
tcitatoft  aa  hW  la^  vill  and  testamenti  in  the  prcacnee  ef,  , 
8AMlf£L  MALDIN, 
WILLIAM  CHRISSOP, 
THOMAS  JOHNSON. 
Calvert  Countjft  t»ct.    On  the  24th  of  February,  1710,  persooallr  apjjcared  be- 
fore me,  Richard  Dallam,  deputy  comiiiissary  of  CaU  ert  county,  Tliomas  John- 
son, William  Chrtssop,  two  of  the  eridences  to  the  foregoing-  will,  and  severally 
made  oatli  on  the  holy  cv  aaj>clii»ts  of  Almighty  God,  tliat  they  did  see  the  afore- 
said Samuel  HuldswortU  sign,  seal,  publi&h,  and  declare,  ihc  beiutx:  going  in 
writing,  of  seven  sides  and  part  of  the  eight  sides  of  paper  as  hia  iaat  wiU  and 
teatament,  and  that  Uu:  mtef*linee  therein  made  vaa  espreiaed  heloK  the  iiga* 
iDff  and  aealtng  thereof,  and  that,  the  time  of  aealiaf^  and  paUiahi«ir  the  aane^ 
hfit  the  aaid  Samuel  Holdaworth,  waa  of  aeund  «kl  petlaet:  miml  aid  mcnoij. 

RICHARD  DAUAM,  JX  C.  Oahtri  Cmimty. 
In  tettSmony  that  the  within  is  a  trne  copy  from  the  records  of  ihc 
§9*^0        orphan's  court  of  Calvert  county,  f  huvc  hereunto  set  my  hand 
and  affiled  the  seal  of  my  office,  this  10th  day  of  ApPil,  1811. 
TuV.  JO.  WILKINSON,  irfr^.  mtU,  Calvert  County, 


JAMBS  HElGHfi*S«  WILL. 

In  the  name  of  God*  Amen.  I,  James  Htl^e  of  All  Sainta  pariaht  in  Gtii«rt 

county,  Maryland,  gentleman,  being  of  aottnd  mind  and  memor}\  do  make  and 
ordain  thia  my  last  will  and  testament,  in  manner  and  form  following:  first,Icom> 
mend  my  soul  into  the  hands  of  God,  who  gave  it,  depending-  entirely  on  the 
merits  of  my  Saviour,  Jesus  Christ,  for  the  remission  of  my  sms,  and  accept- 
ance with  his,  and  my  licAvonIy  father;  and  my  body  I  commit  to  the  earth,  to 
be  decently  and  christumh  interred,  hupingfur  the  resurrection  thereof  to  eter- 
nal life;  at  the  discretion  of  my  executor^,  hcreafler  numed,  and  as  touching 
ail  my  worldly,  real,  and  personal  estate,  I  give  and  dispose  as  fblloweth,  via. 

Jbi^nml9^l  vill  that  all  my  Jntt  debta  and  funeral  eipenaet  he,  duly  paid, 
and  aatiafied.  Item.— 4  will  and  beqneaith  unto  my  aon»  Jamea  Heighea  and  hie 
heiva,  four  young  negroea,  nmned  Ben»  Nanny,  Luey  and  Mafia,  and  abo  Jamea 
and  HMinah,  aon  and  daughter  of  Jenny  and  Will,  with  one  feather  bed  and  Ibr- 
niture,  to  be  delivered  to  him  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years.  Itemi— I  give  and 
bequeath  onto  my  daughter  Althea,  one  feather  bed  and  furniture,  to  be  deli- 
?ered  to  her  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  or  day  of  marriage,  wliich  shall  first  happeiv 

Item.— I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  loving  wife,  Aim  Heighe,  all  my  now 
dwcUlup  pUniattoM  during  her  natural  life,  that  is  to  say,  the  whole  breadth  of 
my  Uad  on  the  bay  bide*,  to  the  eastward  of  the  creek,  and  branch  of  Plumb 
point,  and  tarutcr  my  will  i>i,  thai  tuy  sutd  wdc,  as  long  as  she  COntintietU  a 
widoHT,  shaU  possess,  ettjoy  and  occupy,  and  hare  to  her  .own  vaea&d  benefit  all 
my  other  landa  till  my  son  Jamea  Heighe  attain  to  the  age  of  eighteen  ycart. 

m' 

*  The  groat  great  grandfather  of  Jaa.  Wilkinson. 
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Item. — I  glte  and  beqnealh  unto  my  son  James  Ifeighe,  his  heirs  for  ever,  ^ 
lawfully  begotten  of  his  body,  all  my  lands,  and  in  case  of  failure  of  such  heirs, 
then  my  mind  and  will  is,  that  all  my  lands  aforesaid,  shall  be  equally  divided 
ioto  two  eqtial  parts,  and  portiorts,  between  my  daughter  Althea,  and  my  two 
grand  sons  James  Tongue  and  James  Bourne,  snd  further  my  will  and  meaning 
is,  that  after  the  division  of  said  lands  is  made,  my  daughter  AUhea  shall  have  4 
her  first  choice,  to  hsve  and  to  hold  that  moiety  she  chooses,  to  her  and  her 
heirs  for  ever,  and  the  other  half  to  be  divided  between  my  two  grandsons 
James  Tongue  and  James  Bourne  into  equal  parts  or  portions,  to  be  enjoyed  by 
them  and  their  heirs  for  ever,  but  in  cx«  of  failure  of  heirs  of  my  grandson,  ^ 
James  Tongtie,  then  my  will  Is,  that  his  moiety  of  land  be  enjoyed  and  possess- 
ed, by  my  daughter  Althea  and  her  heirs  for  ever.  '  '  *' 

Item. — I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  daughters,  Elizabeth  and  Mary,  ten 
pounds  current  money  of  England,  for  each,  as  a  token  of  my  fatherly  affection 
towards  them. 

Item. — I  will  and  bequeath  unto  my  two  grandsons  James  Tongue  and  James 
Bourne,  to  each  of  them  one-tenth  part  of  my  personal  estate,  after  my  debts 
and  legacies  are  satisfied.    Item. — My  will  and  mind  is,  that  all  the  rest  and 
residue  of  my  personal  estate  not  disposed  of  by  this  will,  be  equally  divided 
between  my  loving  wife,  my  son  James  and  daughter  Althea;  and  las>ly,  I  will, 
ordain,  and  appoint  my  loving  wife,  whole  and  sole  executor,  of  this  my 
last  will  and  testament,  hereby  revoking  all  other  will  or  wills  by  me  heretofore 
made.    Item. — Further  to  shew  my  paternal  care  and  love  to  my  children,  I  do 
will  and  appoint  my  son-in-law,  Sabret  Sollers,  as  trustee  to  look  after  and  take 
care  of  my  son  Jamcs*s  and  daughter  Althca's  estates,  until  they  come  to  age, 
ind  also  to  take  it  into  his  possession  in  case  of  danger  of  any  waste  eitlier  of  the 
lands  or  personal  estate,  and  my  desire  is,  that  my  son  James  and  daughter  Al- 
thea, be,  and  remain  under  the  care  and  direction  of  my  said  trustee,  immediate- 
ly after  the  decease  of  my  loving  wife,  Ann  Heighe,  until  they  come  to  their 
respective  ages  to  possess  and  enjoy  their  estates  themselves,  and  this  I  desire 
may  be  considered  as  part  of  my  last  will  and  testament,  bearing  date  the  twenty- 
si  xtli  day  of  July,  anno  domini,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  twenty  and  five,  in 
witness  whereof,  1  set  my  hand  and  seal  the  day  and  date  above  written. 

[Seal.]  JAMES  UEIOUE. 

Signed,  sealed,  and  declared,  in  the  presence  of  us, 
ROBERT  FREELAND, 

JAMES  MOM) EN,  * 

EEIZABETH  ALLEN. 
I2th  November,  1725,  camr,  Robert  Frceland  and  James  Moldcn,  t^ro  of  the 
subscribing  evidences,  and  declared  according  to  lau',  that  they  saw  the  tesla- 
tor  sign,  seal,  and  deliver  this  to  be  hts  last  will  and  testament,  and  at  the  time 
of  his  so  doing  he  was  sound  in  mind,  and  in  perfect  memory  to  the  best  of  ei- 
ther of  their  knowK'dge,  that  Elizabeth  Allen  was  present  at  the  same  timcacd 
6CC  the  same.  Before, 

WM.  SMITH,  Dep.  Com  for  Calvrrt  Counts/. 
In  testimony  that  the  within  is  a  true  copy  from  the  records  of  die 
[SiAL^        orphan's  court  of  Calvert  county,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand 
and  affixed  the  seal  of  my  office,  this  lOlh  day  of  April,  1811. 
T18T.  JO.  WILKINSON,  Jit'ff.  Jfm,  Calvert  County. 
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JOSEPH  WILRINSOm  WILL. 

it\  the  name  of  Cofi,  Amen.  T,  Joseph  Wilkinson  of  Calvert  county,  in  the 
province  oi  Marjlaud,  merchant,  being  in  a  bad  state  of  health,  but  of  sound 
and  dispo9<pg  mind  and  memory,  do  make  this  my  last  will  and  testament,  in 
manner  and  form  IbUowing,  viz.  In^Hmi*^  recommend  my  tonl  to  tU  ciMp 
tor  hoping  (or  pardon  nod  remiitioo  of  alt  mine  offences  s  my  body  I  deiire 
may  be  buried  lik  e  deoenit  manner  at  the  diacieiion  of  my  eseoatorei  hereafter 
named.  Item.^  give  to  my  brother4n4aw,  Bfr.  John  Skkiner,  en  bmdfome 
suit  of  mourning,  and  a  mourning  ring  of  20«.  sterling  price.  Item.— I  give 
and  bequeath  to  my  dear  and  loving  wife,  a  full  third  part  of  all  my  ptracuial 
eatate,  of  what  nature  or  kind  soever,  consisting-,  to  wit,  money  or  tobacco  in 
England  or  elsewhere,  goods  in  store,  cash  in  hand,  debts  out-standing',  slaves, 
acrvants,  cattle,  plate,  houseliold  g-oods,  and  every  oihcr  thing  whatsoever. 
Item.— I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  daughter  Liiziibclii,  one  other  full  third  part 
of  my  personal  estate  as  aforesaid.  Item.— I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  son  Jo* 
■eph,  the  remaining  third  part  of  my  ettiite  aa  elbreeeid»  but  my  waU  te,  that  if 
wttf  wife  be  now  with  cbildor  eh;ld«en»  that  then  the  two-tbirdi  of  my  peradoal 
eatat^  ao  gifen  and  bequeathed  to  my  daughter  and  aon  above  named*  be  equal* 
]y  divided  share  and  share  alike,  between  auch  child  or  childfen  to  be  born* 
and  those  now  in  being-.  Item. — I  do  nominate,  and  appoint  my  said  wife  exe- 
cutrix, of  this  my  last  will  and  testament,  but  in  ease  of  her  death,  I  do  then 
jnako  my  said  brothcr-in-law,  John  Skinner,  executor  thereof,  and  I  will  that  he 
be  tben  guardian  to  my  children,  rot  doubling  his  utmost  care  of  their  persons, 
education  and  fortune.  Lastly,  I  do  hereby  revoke,  and  utterly  mukc  void,  all 
other  or  former  wills  by  me  ever  made  ;  and  in  te&iimuny  Uiat  the  writing  con- 
tained in  this  half  sheet  of  paper,  is  my  laaV  will  and  teatadlent,  I  have  signed, 
aealed,  publiatied  and  declared  tbcaaBmio  be,  in  the  preaenoe  of  the  witnesses 
hereto  attestbv  and  aiibscribiog»  this  twcaty^ifth  day  of  April*  anno  domini* 
1734- 

CSeaL]  MO,  WILKOISOK. 

Signed,  sealed,  p  u  b!  i  shed*  and  declared*  it  preaenoe  of  us* 

JOHN  SMITH, 
JOSKPH  THORNTON, 
liOGEH  BUVCE, 
ALEXANDER  L.\WSON. 
Calvert  CoxaUyt  *t.   Jaly,  1735,  came  Roger  Boyce  and  Alexander  Lavrsoii, 
two  of  the  subscribing  witnesses  to  the  within  will*  and  made  oath  on  the  holy 
evangelisu  of  Almighty  God,  that  tbey  saw  the  testator  Josc]>h  Wilkinaon  sign 
and  seal*  and  heard  him  publish*  pronounce*  and  declare*  the  within  instrument 
of  writing  as  his  last  will  and  testament,  and  thai  at  the  time  of  his  so  doing* 
le  waa*  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  apprehenaioQ*  of  sound  and  perfect 
nemoiy  and  understanding.  Sworn  to  before  me, 

GABRIEL  TAUKKH,  D^f*.  Com.  Calvert  Connty. 
In  testimony  that  the  within  is  a  true  copy  from  tlic  records  of  the 
^8x41.3       orphan's  court  of  Calvert  county,  I  have  hereunto  s(jt  mv  hand 
and  affixed  the  seal  of  my  ofRce,  this  13lh  day  of  April,  1811. 
Test,  JO.  WILKINSON,  Meg.  WelU,  Calvert  County 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  THB  TfilAL  OF  CAPTAIN  TA^T. 

I  premise  the  following^  documents  from  Ct^rtain Trett*t  trial,  beltrtf  t  gtne- 
rsl  court  martial  appotnccd  by  Maj.  Gen.  Bro»B»  on  tbe  charge  of  *  etmardice 
heftre  the  enemy,"^  prmlur^fl  Ky  tKc  aald  M*|or-gi?ncnil,  that  my  readers  may  be 
enabled  to  comprehend  the  moijves  of  bis  sddrf  ii*  to  I'rcsidrnt  Madison,  and 
catch  a  gUncc  at  the  brutal  and  dishonourable  condurt  nf  Mnjnr  -c-ncral  Brovm 
which  produced  it  U  big^h  time  for  the  friends  of  liberty  and  juatjce  to 
AnNU6  fWnn  fbtilf  letbargy^  iHicb  teta  of  despotism  are  tolerated,  ami 
mek  oppreatiw  neaiare*  are  iMittiOBBJ  by  a  ebiaf  roa^stfsle  «f  Ibe  imIm, 
With  this  letter  of  Gaptahi  TMt^  the  proeecdUifi  of  the  general  court  arartial 
^re  aubaitted  to  nctideet  Midlaoii^  end  of  eoufee  the  whole  MeeptaoQ  vet 
hdbre  hiei. 

GENEUAL  UHDERS. 
Adjutant  Ceneraft  OfficCt  CMpprwa^,  July  Sth^  1814. 
A  transaction  dcg^radtng  io  the  coiD]Baiui«  occuned  imder  the  Major-fcoe- 
rat's  eye  this  morning'. 

Captain  Trent's  attcinjiU  to  excuse  bioiaelf,  in  that  his  detachment  was  a  rC' 
turn  picicet,  makes  the  thing  vfotic. 

Captabi  Treat  shall  no  longer  lenre  islhe  $1tt  te^aeat)  nor  in  this  dl?iaiOii 
during  the  campaign. 
By  order  of  M^er-geneiel  Brown. 

(8igeed),  C.  K.  6  ABIIlfElt»  ^'nleef  GiMre^ 

£xtrMCt9/rm  QmnmL  Mrmm*$  ^cial  repor  t  of  Of  battk  ^CAifpem^,  4aUd  7th 

July,  1814. 

Farly  on  the  mornlnp  of  the  5ih  (J<i1y)  the  t  ncniy  commenced  a  petty  war 
upon  our  pickets,  and  as  he  was  indulged,  lua  piLhunipilon  increased;  by  noon 

slic  wed  himself  on  the  left  of  our  exterior  iine,  and  allocked  one  oi  our  pickp 
ets  a«  it  was  returning  to  camp.  , ' 

Gapteie  Teeat*  who  eowiaeded'Il,  tet]f«ddi«gi«oefully,  leaving  e  wounded 
OMB  on  the  groeedj  Captiiit  BiJdi»  oTthe  ertUtoy>  hny nibil  by  feeUoga  high> 
ly  hoeeurehle  te  hiai  ee  e  aoldicr  end  elBeer,  pnmpdj  en  wed'  the  99mmmd 
of  thia  pieket,  led  it  back  te  the  woeeded  imb,  end  hfM^  -hia  off  the 
field. 

I  ordefed  Captain  'f  reat,  on  the  spot,  to  retire  from  the  army,  and  as  I  am 

amctous  that  no  officer  shall  serve  itn  ler  my  command,  who  can  be  suspected 
of  cowardice,  I  advise  that  Captairi  I  feat  nnd  Tieu  tenant  ■ '  who  was  also 

with  the  picket,  be  struck  irom  the  roUs  ol  the  armgr. 

iSlMfHice  ^  lie  CSserr. 

The  eoort  having  heard  thecvideaee  end  the  delheoe  oi  the  prieooei^  ae 
aboTo,  diieeted  the  room  tehe  cleared,  end  proeaedad  te  pieeomee  aeofleaoe; 

*  The  copy  is  exaet,  the  name  of  Lieutenant  Matrowt  was  omitted ;  but  he 
had  a  brother  member  of  Cangr^ut  oefertheleas^ the  Goodoev  of  the  Lieuteniot 
was  beyond  eepffoech  or  wiapkioB.  ■  ^  ^ 

YfkL.  L  [*]  , 
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After  mature  deliberation  on  the  testimony  adduced,  the  court  find  the  ac- 
cused. Captain  Joseph  Theat,  of  the  21st  infantry,  not  g-uiltjf  of  the  charge  or 
■pBcificatbn  prelerre4  against  him— and  jto  hohocbably  aoiuit  bin. 

,       ibm  Is  a  tnw  co||7  ffom  the  origSaiL 

'  .  Wll  Ain)BII80M^Jtef.l8llAi/&/M|r»«<ifoMa«f. 

uj»rwei  ^  Ot  fmmttt. 

'  '  •    Adjutant  Gene\'ars  OJice,  SaekettU  Harbour,  2d  July^l^XS. 

After  mature  deliberation,  the  court  find  the  accused.  Captain  Joseph  Treat, 
of  the  21st  regiment,  not  gudtjfoi  the  charge  or  specification  preferred  against 

YdEinff  into  eooiidenlioii  all  the  cifcunntaiMes  idatvig  to  CaptiMn  Ticatfe 
•qtii,  jyh\jot  fwewl  Oiowii  bdkra  it  to  be  hit  duty  to  tpprove  thii  eeateaQe  of 
•the  oQOrt.  Batheembneee  thie opportaaity  to  aqr*  thet  he.hat  never  eeen  «i 
instance  of  American  8oldjen»  unh  as  Captain  Treat's  command,  abandoning 
their  officers  in  the  lace  of  an  enemy.  This  is  not  the  character  of  ti)e  soldiers 
our  country  breeds.  So  far  as  the  experience  of  the  Major-general  goes,  they 
.  have  ever  stood  by  their  officers,  lo  long  as  their  officers  were  disposed  to.  staod 
by  their  colours  or  their  honour. 

It  would  appear,  however,  from  the  testimony  before  the  court,  that  the  men 
composing  the  picket  guard,  commanded  by  Capuin  Treat,  on  the  morning  of 
'  lla»:9fih'l(4]r»  ttU»  «m  en  m^tioo  to  the  geoenl  fiile.  and  thordbitt  he  }• 
.hOPMifihtyJhBqaitted.  "  .  .> 

. '  •  • 
.Iv<tet|%4tiHit  te.abofr^ 

'  tktekettU  Harbottr,  Jitfy  Sth,  1815. 
We,  the  undersigned,  officers  of  the  late  21st  regiment  United  ^taterinfiui- 
try,  having  served  during  the  late  war,  with  Captain  Joseph  Treat,  of  the  same 
regiment,  bear  testimony  to  the  correctness  of  his  conduct  as  an  officer {  to  the 
uniformity  of  his  deportment  as  a  gentleman,  and  to  bts  firmness  and  courage 
on  every  occasion  in  which  he  has  met  the  enemy.  ' 

^ .  JOSUH  H.  VOSB,  late  3fb>r  Slsf  in/aturs, 

-   JfOllIV  W.  HOLOniGf'irfeit  Oq^ielKSltf 

'  • 

Portmouth,  A*.  H.  ^lyrasl  9Sl|.  1815. 

Sir. — I  have  received  and  read  the  report  of  your  trial  before  a  general  court 
martial,  on  the  charges  which  appeared  against  you  in  General  Krown's  official 
account  of  the  battle  of  Chippeway.  Having-  witnessed  your  pallani  conduct  at 
'  Chrystler's  field,  but  a  few  months  before  ;  and  having  always  considered  you 
as  an  attentive  and  vigilant  officer,  nothing  could  Iiave  surprised  me  more  than 
the  exhifcitioQ  of  ^ch  chaiges  against  you.  I  am  happy  to  fin4  they  were  with* 


Digitized  by  Coogle 


Mt  roan4»tioo.  The  rteidl  of  UU  k»g  vQu^Ht  '»6»tktt  ii  ao  kai  gn> 

ti^rioff  to  yotir  iwothf  ofctri  th—  it  U I 

AcNti|it«  Biff  tiMl  < 

T.  UnUM*  ^  CM.  lalt  r«*M9t 

^?fl|^M^^k^vt  ^/ift^i^^^b  ^f^'^fifli^^ 


To  James  Mailitoiit  Pitadcnt  of  (he  UtuUul  Suiiv^. 

Sir. — To  whrrn  can  I  i  )  properly  inscribe  the  followinc^  sheds,  ns  tn  yoyr» 
•clff  since  thf  uSii>r:  \\  incli  c:(jmpcls  mr  to  appeal  to  your  j ustict',  :i]id  the  pub- 
lic tympatlty  rcAched  me  ihrougli  the  medium  of  a  commission,  ftigned  by  your 
htrndf  anil  eonferred  upon'me  without  •olicitation. 

Tbm  fltiMM  of  Ike  applieiliiHi  will  I  hope  lupcKede  iIm  aeeeniiy  of  an  af«* 
lofv  for  the  intraiioa*  nd  teeufe  jm  appcolMtiM  of  the  treipan  I  make  on 
ycNirtimo. 

To  TOO  at  vUl  not  be  improper  to  lemtik^  what  migr  be  well  applied  to  efeijr 
fellow  citizen  ;  that  the  righta  of  ptf  anns  and  of  prq^erty,  and  the  rery  exist<» 

ence  of  ihc  rcput)rtc,  ncp^nd  nn  ilxc  infiexable  maintenance  of  the  letter  of  the 
ronslitutifm  nnd  liic  law.  Admit  a  latitude  of  cons'.ruction  for  the  citlcnsion  of 
power,  and  you  throw  liown  the  barriers  uf  the  public  sufL-ty,  and  insensibly 
mould  the  palladium  oi  our  liberties,  intxi  that  form  which  may  best  suit  Ih^ 
^rasp  of  aoibitioo. 

It.if  not  fbt  redieoi  ofay  pMMaal  toJarict»  bowew  nanerlted  and  eitiene, 
thai  1  liate  yenUued  to  intrwde  the  feeltel  of  Iheie  ii^Bricaon  jonr  attentions 
pfovod  at  theif  heve  been  bf  toalimony  onwhidin  nllttaty  tribnnal  haa  vindl- 
caled  my  honour :  but  it  is  to  warn  yoa  of  the  perfidy,  the  violeoee*  and  vant^ 
pation,of  which  the  ofiker  is  capable,  whom  blind  fortune  haa  impoaed  en  jmmi 
fur  the  chief  of  the  national  military  force ;  that  you  may  assert  the  supremacy 
of  the  l.ivki,  »nd  prevent  the  recurrence  of  similar  ontragea«oa  the  rigkUt^ 
those  who  hitve  the  ri/rht  to  look  up  to  you  for  [)ro(ecilon 

Kvcry  cncroacIimLUt  (ju  iLc  l^w:»,  liowevcr  mlnutK,  \'i  a.  step  toward  despot'* 
tsm  ;  and  tberelore,  the  slightest  infraction  of  them  liliouid  be  tastaiu^eously 
checked ;  or  the  preoedenta  of  yeatecday^  may  become  lewt  lakday,  and  poUti« 
cal  ezpadienqr  inay  iead9|y  be  eonverted  into  etUta  tbr  innper  to^notravg 
nonnied  en  which,  thoas:;*  who  edminiitet  thefofwiuneht.  ougr tBample  the  go- 
f  erned  into  the  duak 

The  articlea  of  war  clearly  dtSbe  the  few  righta  of  naoldier,  and  theaa  ought 
to  be  stedfiistly  guarded,  aa  well  by  a  strict  obaenrance  of  the  compact  with 
the  stale,  aa  by  that  rhnptf  ^^me  of  delicacy  and!  honottr,  which  has  been  con- 
sidered thr>  y>eculiar  atntbute  of  nuUtary  men  ,  but  if  a  military  chiL-f,  to  pra. 
f^fv  his  Liipyii:'.'  or  rcseiitmrnt,  or  to  bUison  forth  his  character  for  icii&ibuikes 
to  which  he  IS  a  stranger,  can  rub  a  :iuburdinate  of  bis  sword*  and  expel  hink 
from  his  legitimate  corps,  then  militaiy  tribnnala  beoone  auperihioQat  ^  the 
aame  oeitien  of  power  he  may  make  appohitmento  to  commaBd»and  thuaenve 
the  Piteldcnt  of  th«  Untte4  Statea  the  naponaibility  of.  nomhi.atinc«  and  tho 
Senate  that  of  eenikmation«  ^ 

Or,  if  a  roilitaiy  chief  mny»  wnn  ivruirrrv,  ainpend  an  pfficer  from  commands 
on  a  groundless  pretext,  and,  disdaining  all  explanation,  promise  him  »  court 
of  inquiry  into  his  conduct  :  if  he  may,  after  making  such  promise,  prejudge 

the  o^ect  of  hie  blind  wrath,  and  in.  an  official  despatch  recommeiui  that  he 
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gfiMld^  ^Uiil)p4iMiKciDeik  ftom  tbe  ftonoonbte  rolls  of  tlie  irnift  v^lfcoit  • 

bciHig,  and  in  ^rMltion  of  the  sacred  charter  of  the  land;  if,  whra  pressed  five 
the  pfooilMMl  InqotiTt  tlie  chief,  to  elude  it^  shouMi  by  his  oiEctal  organ,  inform 
thV  applicant  that  he  was  not  on  the  rolh,  and  could  not  hare  an  inquiry:  if, 
on  ihc  declaration  of  this  injured  officer,  iliat  in  the  alternative  of  bcmy:  refus- 
ed an  iriqtiirv^  he  should  apply  to  the  sccrciury  ot  ukr  for  redress,  ihis  cliief, 
dreading  Uil-  appeal,  should  suddenly  shUi  ins  ground,  again  rccogiusc  as  au 
officer,  the  subject  his  vengeance,  uud  abandoning  the  inquiry,  which  be  had 
reputedly  promifed«  stjould  charge  him  with  an  miliinout  cntiie«  and  cauaci 
bltt-to  be  ancitedv  Vt  xht  amated  olBeer,  unaffectei^  by  this  menace^  remain' 
ing  firm  to  hia  porpoae.  abould  be  perelnptori1]r  ordared  fbr  trial  on  the  3d  of 
Octobert  ldl4.^b«lbre  a  general  court  martial  then  in  sesuon  at  Fort  Brie,  and 
fet  abobld  not  he  able  to  procure  n  copy  tof  tbe  charge  on  which  he  waa  to  be 
arraigned,  until  the  12ih  of  the  svne  month,  on  which  day  said  court  was  dia* / 
solved,  and  he  still  coniinued  in  arrest :  if,  after  repeated  subsequent  applies-  r 
Oonsfora  hearing,  this  arrested  oificcr  cc-ul  !  not  obtain  a  trial  until  ilie  ithof 
April,  1815,  although  several  general  coiii  ts  aiarlial  had  been  hulden  during  the 
inierval ;  if,  after  all  these  arbitrary  delays  and  denials*  oi  justice;  artter  the  de- 
nunciation of  the  chief  (on  the  5tb  of  July,  nine  months  before)  who  held  up 
hia  Mbordhiate  aa  a  apeetade  ofreptoaeh  to  the  army,  and  a  aubjeet  of  vilifi* 
catkn  to  Isoentioua  prints;  ifter  ^priving  hin  of  all  participation  in  tbe  soenca 
if  glory  vbicb  %waHiid  bia  com^adea  In  aimi ;  I  tepeat,  Sir«  iiP  after  tbeae  mnU 
^ied'priYalim^lndignttiea/and  wrongly  the  proceedingiof  the  general  court 
ibartial,  bcfdit  lrillQb.:tbia  officer  waa  tried,  should  not  fiimiah  a  shadow  of 
tause  for  lua  arrest ;  anct  if  by  a  solemA  Murt  of  law  and  honour,  selected  by  the 
ftcctiscr  himself,  the  injured  citizen  should  be  honourably  acquitted  of  the  foul 
oflence  imputed  to  him,  by  the  author  of  hisM  rongs;  thcn.l  will  most  respect- 
fully ir^qtiire,  what  is  tlie  effect  of  the  law,  and  where  is  the  security  to  the 
feelings  or  fame,  the  rights  or  interests  oi  ^aLordmate  oRicers, against  the  out- 
ri^s  of  ignorance  and  brutality ;  The  facts  are  before  you,  and  the  decision 
Auit  rest  upon  your  own  mind.     -  \-  " 

^  Biit  it  cannot  be  oferlooked,  8ir,  that  in  ii  gofemment  wboae  fiaiflHyiwI- 
eM!H|ition^  |iaa  long  bean  a  popular  theme,  the  liand  of  criminal  juatioe  aeised 
on  a  military  coihraander,  for  inflicting  an  arbitrary  punishment  on  4  iMm*00lil* 
mUsioned  officer,  and  that  GoveiM  Wall,  in  apito  of  ,wealtb  and  patronage,  |br 
this  crime,  expired  on  a  g:tbbet. 

Remored  from  the  ranks  of  honour,  and  sniarting  under  the  sense  of  the 
wronijs  I  have  surteied  ;  I  ho[>  I  may  be  excused  ''or  invrtkinf^  your  attention 
lo  the  fundamental  interests  i  (  Uir  {jeople,  over  vvhuin  \()u  liave  been  culled  to 
preside,  involved  as  tltey  have  been  lu  a  case  so  extiauruinary  in  a.  irce  com- 
monwealth. 

Sttficr  not  pretenaiona  to  aervices,  nor  mjlitary  rank  and  eclat,— ^  wkatner 
mMiw  ^uttned,  to  aanction  deaiioitc  rule,  or  acreen  tbe  oppreaaor  from  merited, 
punishment.  In  your  banda  1  must  hope  tbe  tontaita  of  Joatice  will  contimie 
undefiled;  tliat  men  elevated  to  sutions  high  and  honourable,  in  trust  for  n 
young  and  glorious  nation,  will  feel  thcmaelvea  bound  to  preserve  its  purity  hf 
their  vigilance,  and  at  every  hazard  and  every  sacrifice,  transmit  the  rich  inhe- 
ritance to  posteritv;  nor  permit  the  source  to  be  polluted,  because  too  soon  the 
poison  will  be  diilustd  lo  the  remotest  itreams,  and  then  the  blood  of  pur  fa- 
thers will  have  flowed  wiilwui  ctscct,  and  we  shall  have  lived  m  viua. 


s 
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Willi  lfc«  fcitt  viAet  Ibr  yvmr  Ite      teppioeMi  i»l  t» 
pcfltyp  tedtptndme,  «iid  jMike  oTonr  cMuttiy, 
t  mfti^.  Sk,  «M  Agh  OQMidMfttkn  and  itipcet,  yo«r  Mil  oM 
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MBMOaiAL  OF  JAMBt  WIUCmOM. 
TSi  JflMM  ,lfa#tw,  Pmiim         CAiM  JMt,      MMMPtai  ^  Jira;or.^«Mna 

That  after  tbtrty  yeait  of  frithfiil  BtliUij  wrvtaa*  your  memoriiJist  ba«  ihc 
■daftartuna  to  ftad  hinaelf  tbe  oaljr  indiridual  of  tlic  natbo  intaidietad  Ikm 
drawiof  hia  •word  to  iu  daftoea  t  tod  tiita»  at  a  cMQunetiifo  whea  hia  nativo 
eooDUy  haa  baeo  iavadod»  and  ita  capital  rairafed*  hj  a  vindictifo  aad  power* 
Ittl  OMBjri  at  a  tioM  wkm  tiwf  baart;  and  hand,  should  be  engaged  in 
the  common  oauaa^  to  anpport  ^  govemmanty  and  daltod  the  aea^coaat  fieoi 
desoUtion. 

That  jrour  memorialist,  cnn*?cinus  of  the  reclitude  of  his  own  views  and  in- 
tentions, Jius  sufTrrrd  scvci  cl)  in  In-,  tee i in i;, .from  l^ic  situation  in  which  he  has 
l>een  platt^i  ,  ^ui  tu  [jrcsent  t  \cTUful  moment,  he  believes  it  to  be  his  ilutjf 
tu  rq}tx:»&  every  ihougitt,  whicii  wuuld  apply  exclusively  to  him«elf,  tuui  to 
give  every  exertion  of  bit  mind  and  body,  to  tie  aertioe  of  hia  coentrj.  He 
«rm  not  theceforei  at  tbta  cr&tioal  jeBCtufe»  aak  of  tbe  Picaident,  that  wbicb  fbr 
bioiaelf  be  moat  witbeab  to  wit»  an  iimoediate  trial,  becauae  he  ia  aware  it  aay 
not  be  in  the  Pfeaidcnt'a  power  to  grant  aneb  a  reqeeit  with  propriety;  batbft 
most  ardently  prays,  that  dnHog  the  present  cxigeocyt  the  anca^  under  wiikb 
he  haa  been  placed,  may  be  suspended,  and  ibat  he  may  be  permitted  to  reaeno 
}iis  command,  and  serve  bis  beloved  country  with  his  best  abilities  ;  relying  al- 
ways  on  the  justice  of  the  Prcaident,  to  revive  bis  arre&t  as  soon  as  It  can  with 
propriety  be  done,  and  thei  cby  aflbrd  to  your  mcm<jri;»li^t  the  earliest  possible 
opportunity  of  vindicating  his  own  honour,  pulling  Ui»  accusers  to  <»hame,  and 
ju&tifying  himself  lo  hi&  country. 

Your  memorialist  ventures  to  submit  his  hard  case  to  your  consideration,  be- 
cauae lie  haa  no  other  appeal,  and  wbilat  be  deeply  regrets  the  iotriiaioo,  he 
hopei  the  oecaaion  may  ezteaa  the.  treapaaa. 

JAMBS  WILKINSON,  M^>f»Miwr. 
F^uaf^BUk,  Wotl^m  C«m%,  Jlftu'ytoa«4  S^*  l^^^ 


LEI  TKH  FROM  GOVERNOR  ZUNIGA  TO  GOVtlliXOR  CLAIRORKE. 

Pnucicoln,  July  \2lh,  1812. 
Sir. — On  the  5lh  inst.  I  arrived  at  this  place,  to  take  charge  of  the  province, 
bj  order  of  hia  excellency  the  captain-gtneral  of  Uve  i&Und  of  Cuba  and  both 
Fkridaa.  I  hate'  Marecly  taken  charge  of  aaid  eommand,  when  1  am  infbnned 
by  a  letter  of  the  commandtog  officer  at  Mobile,  bearing  dateof  yetterda/,  that 
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AflMricati  ftif  irai  b6'itt«d  up  it  Bio  FeieadiHtnd  that  the  di^  bdbft^it 
lifttf  past  eleven  o'clock  A.  M.  tli€fe  arravid  at  Dolphin  island  t«»  awad  bodU» 

the  people  of  which  Ijinded^And  at  twelve  o'clock  they  hdtsted  up  the  AOMricia 
fla^,  intimating^  to  the  dstachmcnt  there,  ihat«  in  caie  they  should  not  with* 
draw,  within  four  days,  thcv  would  be  made  prisoners,  eTtendrng- even  that  in- 
timaiian  to  the  pilot,  who  was  cautioned,  that  if  lie  ^houltl  aid  :iny  Spanish  or 
Knglish  ve5S(  I,  he  vvoulil  be  sent  to  New  Orleans.  I'his  news  has  astonished 
me  the  more,  that  i  have  no  informat  ili^t  the  United  States  have  declared 
war  against  9pain»  and  that  your  excellency  should  carry  the  thing  so  far*  as  to 
contlnne  the  aggressions  committed  in  this  part  of  the  possessions  of  the  king 
Wf,  master,  Kl  Senior  Don  Fernando,  the  srrcntb  of  Bourbon,  insvlting  with  te« 
mttity  his  arms*  hy  taking  poaseision  of  a  territory  which  by  no  title  bahmgn 
to  yoQr  goremment.  Under  these  circumstances*  snd  in  consequence  of  the 
jeaponsibility  which  my  duty  imposes  upon  me,  I  am  compelled  to  inform 
your  excellency,  that  the  United  States  have  invaded  in  this  province  a  part 
of  the  territories  of  my  sovereign,  and  have  assessed  themselves  Ibe^f  with* 
out  any  other  title  than  their  will. 

The  United  State*,  from  the  moment  tliey  took  possession  of  Ix)uii>iana,  have 
despoiled  Spain  of  her  indisputable  ngliL  to  liic  free  navigation  of  the  Missis* 
sippi  rifer.  < 
,  The  United  States,  forgetting  the  steps  made  at  wtftM  tinea  by  m^inma  of 
their  agents,  in  order  to  be  permtlted  to  carry  tome  gooda  and  proviiloiii'to 
the  fert  Stoddert,  and  the  presenU  destined  for  the  Chacuw  Indians,  hare,  hf 
their  own  private  authority,  adjudged  to  themselves  the  free  use  of  the  watere 
of  the  rivers  Tombigbee  and  Alabama. 

The  United  States  have  claimed  the  right  of  passing  on  said  waters,  and  be- 
foi-c  the  fort  of  Mobile,  with  ammunition  and  warlike  stores,  without  demand- 
ing nor  obtaining,  us  prescribed  by  our  military  laws,  the  license  from  his  ex- 
ct  lleucy  the  captain-c!;cncral  of  these  provinces;  and  finally,  without  nentionii^ 
other  breaciies  ui  what  lias  been  siipuiated  and  agreed  upon  in  a  solemn  treaQ^, 
and  other  cases  In  which  the  United  Stalea  hare  Ihrgollen  the  services  whidl 
they  have  received  from  Spain,  in  promoting  their  independence,  yonr  excel* 
lency  baa  Just  made  an  hostile  step,  insulting  the  arms  of  the  king  a^y  master, 
by  taking  pomession  of  a  property  which  does  not  belong  tp  them  of  right  nor 
infnet. 

Yonr  excellency  may  rest  assured,  that  in  case  that  you  should  not  give  the 

proper  orders  that  your  troops  and  agents  may  withdraw  from  the  invaded 
countncs,  for  which  invasion  I  do  solemnly  protest  against  the  injary  made  to 
the  integrity  of  the  territory  of  my  sovereign,  and  if  the  aggressions  arc  car- 
ried on,  the  Spanish  officers  will  ful^l  their  duty,  and  •pposing  all  the  resist- 
ance which  the  commander  will  require,  liic  Spanish  arms  shall  be  exerted  to 
assert  4he  tights  of  the  crown. 

The  result  in  such  a  caie  wlU^  no  doubt,  be  that  there  will  be  blood  spilled* 
and  that  the  good  harmony  which  haa  exiaied  till  this  day,  between  our  respec* 
tive  nations,  will  be  disturbed  t  but  aa  the  party  respecting  the  offence,  was 
never  considered  as  the  aggressor,  ynur  exeellen^  wi^l  not  be  able  to  jnatify 
yourself  before  God  nor  man,  of  allUie  fatal  consequences  Which  may  ensue. 

Cxod  preserve  your  excellency  many  years.  Sir. 

(Signed)  MAUHiaO  WE  ZWilGA. 

To  fda  Excellency  miUum  C.  C.  Claibtrnc, 
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No.  VIII# 

nOM  aw.  YAM  BEK8SBLLABB  TO  MAJOB-GENSRAL  DBABBOIIK. 

MM  Hmtr$er§,  LtmiUtmn,  OcUber  14lA,  1813. 
Sir.— At  the  mofcmenU  of  this  umf  under  my  command,  eince  I  had  the 
laat  the  honev  to  addreaa  jon  en  the  tlh,  have  been  of  a  very  important  cha- 
lecter*  firodueiaif  consequences  aarieee  to  maiiy  individuals ;  csiabilshing  facta 
actnaUf  connected  with  the  ietereat  of  the  eenricc,  and  the  aafely  of  the  army; 
and  at  I  stand  prominently  retpoflsible  for  some  oT  these  consequences,  I  bc^ 
leave  to  explain  to  you.  Sir,  and  through  you  to  my  country,  the  situation  and 
circurostances  in  which  1  have  had  lo  act,  and  the  r(  a^nns  arid  inorivcs  wh'ch 
guverned  me;  and  if  the  result  is  not  all  iliat  miglii  have  l)cen  wished,  it  is 
such  that,  when  tlie  w  hole  ground  hhtdi  be  viewed,  /  $fttiii  chcerfuUy  submt  m^" 
to  the  judgment  ^  nnjf  country. 
In  my  letter  of  the  Ml  iaetant,  I  apprised  yott  that  the  erUie  th  thia  eampaipi 
wie  tepidly  adttneUig  t  tad  that  (to  repeat  the  tame)  **tht  bbm  miut  be  aove^ 
etruck^trma  At  UUtrndtxpt^M  ^thtcampaigmgefir  noMt^,firtk9 
be  tin^d  vitk  dithmour.* 

Under  soch  impress'ons,  I  had  nn  the  5th  Instant  written  to  Brigadier^ncne- 
ral  Smyth,  of  t1»e  l^n'it'^  '!  Stnti  ^  forces,  requpsting"  an  intrrvl^w  w  ith  ]iim.  Ma-* 
jo r -general  Hall,  and  the  commandants  of  regiments,  for  the  purpose  of  confer- 
ring upon  the  subject  of  future  operations.  1  wrote  Ma  jor-general  Hall  to  the 
same  purport.  On  the  11th,  bad  received  no  answer  from  General  Sn»yth; 
but  in  a  note  me  of  the  10th,  General  Hall  mentioned  that  General  Smyth  bad 
not,  yet  then,  agreed  upon  any  day.  Ibr  the  eouvlteUeii. 

In  the  mtan  time,  the  ptrtitl  tucettt  of  Lieutenant  Elliott  at  Black  Bock  (of 
vhich,  howem^iA  here  icoeived  no  oficitl  informatioD)  began  to  excite  a 
strong  dlspositi^ln  the  troop*  ta  ac^  Thia  was  expretMd  to  me  through  w 
nout  chaimela,  in  the  shape  of  an  altemativit  that  they  nmat  have  ordlirt  to  eef 
or  at  all  haaards  they  -would  g»  home.  1  forbear,  here,  commenting  upon  the 
obvious  conscquencea»  to  me  peraooaUy^  of  longer  withholdii^  my  ordeta  under 
such  circumstances. 

1  had  a  conference  with  —  ,  as  to  the  possibility  of  getting  some  person 

lo  pass  over  to  Canada,  ai^d  obtain  correct  information.  On  the  morning  of  the 
4ih,  he  wrote  to  me  that  he  bad  procured  the  mun,  who  bore  h*is  hKter,  to  go 
over.  InttrueUent  i^re  given  hhn  s  he  paiatd  oter  %  obtained  aoch  ioforme* 
tion»  at  warrentcd  an  immediate  attack.  Tbie  wee  cottfidentlally  communtctjU 
ed  to  aereral  of  my  lirat  oflieen»  end  prednced  greet  «eal  to  eeti  more  eape* 
ciaUy  u  it  might  have  a  controlling  eSect  upon  the  movement  at  Detroit, 
^  where,  it  was  supposed,  that  Cteneral  Brocit  had  gone  with  all  the  force  be 
dared  to  spare  from  the  Niagara  frontier  The  best  preparations  in  my  power, 
were,  therefore,  made  to  dislodge  the  cnem\  fiom  the  lici^jhu  of  Quccnstown, 
atid  possess  otir^elves  of  the  villac^e ;  where  the  troops  might  be  sheltered  from 
the  distressing  iuclentencv  of  ilic  weather. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Flttmittg's  flving  artillery,  and  a  detachment  uf  regular 
troops,  under  his  command,  were  ordered  to  be  up  in  etaton  ftom  Niaga- 
ra. Ordert  we  also  aent  General  Smytli,  to  tend  down  fipom  Boffidot^  tuch 
detacfaaem  of  bhi  htigede  aa  exittinip  dfCttDttancet  in  that  Yicinity  might 
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wunni.  The  atttek  vm  to  bo  wide  tt  3  o'cloclr,  on  Ifce  momlttg  of  Ih*  lldi«  Wy 
eroMinf  over  in  boati  ftom  the  old  lerry  oppooite  tbe  beigbto.  To  avdid  wmj  ea^ 
binttmnent  in  craning  tbe  river*  (vhicb  ie  beie  ntbeetof  nolent  eddiea)ei^ 
perienoed  boatmen  were  procured  to  take  tbe  boats,  from  the  Imdilig  belowlo 
the  place  of  embarkation,  Liententnt  Sim  waa  eooaideied  tbe  man  of  tbe  gaaat* 
est  skill  for  this  service ;  he  went  ahead,  and  in  the  extreme  darkness,  passed 
the  intended  place  far  up  the  ri?cr  ;  and  there  in  a  most  extraordinary  maniK  r, 
fastened  his  boat  to  the  shore  and  abandoned  the  dctachmt^nt  In  this  front 
Lout  he  had  curriril  tiearly  all  the  oars,  ivhich  Tpere  prepared  f.r  thr  hoats.  in  thit 
agonisinjij  dilemma  stood  officers  and  men,  whose  anlour  liad  not  been  cooled 
by  cJiposure,  through  the  night,  to  one  of  the  most  treniendous  nortb-eaat 
eleniiBv  wbich  eootimied  unabated*  for  twenty-cigbt  honra*  and  delaged  tbe 
.wbole  eaap.  Ookmet  Van  Benatelaer  waa  to  bave  commanded  the  detaebment 

After  tbia  reaultf  I  had  boped  tbe  patience  of  tbe  troopc  would  bave  contl« 
nued,  until  I  could  aubmit  the  plan  auggested  in  my  letter  of  the  8th,  tbat  I 
nigbt  act  under,  and  in  conformity  to  the  opinion  which  might  be  then  ex> 
^^pressed.  But  my  hope  waa  idle :  the  previously  excited  ardour  seemed  to  have 
g'uincfl  new  heat  from  \hr  late  misearriHpfe  ;  ilie  brave  were  mortifred  to  «top 
shor  t  r>{  iJieir  object,  nnd  the  t  uTurl  ilion^hi  1  lurcls  half  won  by  the  altrmpt. 

yn  tlic  morning  of  the  12th,  such  \»hs  i!ic  pressure  upon  me  from  all  f^'i^r 
ters,  tiiat  1  became  saijjiiicd  tbat  my  relusai  lo  act,  migUt  iuvoive  mc  iu  suspi- 
cion  and  tbe  senrice  in  disgrace. 

Lieutenant-cobmel  Cbriatie,  wbo  bad  just  arrived  at'  tbe  Four  Mile  Creek, 
had  late  in  the  n^gbt  of  tbe  firit  contemplated  attack*  galhntly  offered  me  bia 
own  and  bis  mens'  aerricea  $  but  be  got  mj  permiaaion  too  late*  Be  now  again 
came  forward,  had  a  conlcience  With  Cokmel  Van  Benaaelaer,  and  begged  tbat 
he  might  hare  the  honour  of  a  command  in  the  expedition.  The^airangement 
was  made.  Colonel  Van  Rensselaer  was  to  command  one  c^umn  of  300  mili- 
tia :  and  Ueutenant^colonel  Cluiatie  a  column  of  tbe  aame^fttoiber  of  regular 
troops. 

Every  precaution  was  now  iid  ipted  as  lo  boats,  and  the  most  confiflential 
and  experienced  men  to  manage  them.  At  an  early  hour  in  tbe  night,  Lieulc- 
nant'Colonel  Christie  marched  his  detachment,  by  the  rear  road,  from  A'iagara 
to  carop.  At  f  in  tbe  evening,  LieutenanKolond  Straoahmi*a  rt:g  iment,  moffd 
from  Niagara  falla  s  at  8  o*cloek«  Mead's— and  at  9>  Lieutenant-colonel  Blanks 
regiment  marebed  from  the  aame  phce.  All  were  in  camp  in  good  aeaaoo. 
Agreeably  to  my  ordera  issued  upon  tliis  ooeaaion,  the  two  edumna  were'  to 
pass  over  topfcthcr ;  as  soon  as  the  betghta  should  be  carried,  Lieutenant-coIo* 
nel  Fen«'ick*8  flying  artillery  was  to  pass  over ;  then  Major  MuUany'a  detacb* 
meet  of  re»»-iil,Trs  ;  and  the  other  troops  to  follow  in  order. 

Colonel  S  an  liensselaer  with  great  presence  of  mind,  ordered  his  officers  to 
proceed  with  rapidity,  and  s'orm  the  furt.  This  service  was  gallantly  per- 
formed,  and  tlic  ejiemy  tlrivt-n  down  the  hill  in  fverv  direction.  Soon  after 
this,  both  parties  were  considerably  reinforced,  and  the  conflict  was  renewed 
In  various  places.  Many  of  the  enemy  took  shelter  behind  a  atone  g«iard  buuse, 
where  a  piece  of  oednance  waa  now  briskly  served.  I  ordered  the  ire  of  our 
bettery  to  be  directed  open  the  guard  house  \  and  it  waa  ao  effectnally  done* 
tbat  with  8  or  10  shot  the  lire  waa  aibsneed.  The  enemy  then  retreated  behind 
a  large  atone  hooaoj  but  hi  n  short  time  tbe  revtc  becgmet  genend»and  tbe 
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MtBf^  iff  was  aUencedt  except  from  a  one  gun  battery,  lo  fiir  down  tbe  river 
M  to  hi  oQt  of  tlM  readi  of  ««r  beary  ordameei  and  our  liglii  pieces  eould  not 
■Omoo  k.  A  mnpber  of  boata  now  pasted  0Ter»  onaniioired  cieep)  the  one 
ttMNoneod  For  ooao  tine  after  1  peiied  over*  the  irietofy  appeared  eon- 
plato  I  bm  in  the  cxpeeiktioa  of  further  attackiy  I  wu  tiking  neaaorei  for  for- 
lifyifiji^  my  canp  immediateljrt  the  diitotioo  of  this  senrice  I  eonmitted  to 
Lieutenant  Totten  of  the  engineert.  B  it  very  soon  the  eneny  were  reinforced 
by  u  detachment  of  •everal  hundred  Indians  from  Chippewa;  they  commenced 
a  furiout  attack  ;  hut  were  promptlv  iTiet  and  routed  by  the  rifle  and  bayonet. 
By  this  time  I  perc  .  d  my  troop*  were  embarking'  very  slowly.  I  passed 
immediately  over  to  .  cderatc  their  movements;  but  to  my  utter  astonish- 
ntcnt,  I  found,  tiiai  at  the  very  mf)mcnt  when  complete  victory  was  in  onr 
hands,  the  ardour  ul  the  unengaged  troops  had  entirely  subsided.  1  rode  in 
all  directions ;  ur^  the  men  by  every  conatderation  to  pass  ofer-*4Mtt  in  rain. 
Lieateiiant«oloiiel  Bloom  who  had  been  wounded  in  action,  returned,  mounted 
hb  horee,  and  ipde  through  the  campi  aa  did  also  Judge  Peek,  who  happened 
to  be  bere»  eshorting  the  eonpseiea  to  procced^^ut  all  in  rain* 

At  thia  time  a  large  reinforcement  from  Port  George,  vas  diseofered  ooming 
ftp  the  river.  As  the  battery  on  the  hill  Waa  conetdered  an  important  check 
against  their  ascending  the  heights,  measures  were  Immedtately  talcen  to  send 
them  a  fresh  supply  of  ammunition,  as  I  learnt  there  were  left  only  20sljot  for 
the  18  p  Hindtrs.  The  reinforcements,  however,  nMImitd  to  the  right  frv)m  the 
road,  and  formed  a  junction  with  th^  !i'<b:tn<!,  m  ilic  rear  ol  the  he  ghls  Fnid- 
to  my  infinite  mor  iicalion,  tliiti  no  remiorci-mt  nt  wonld  pas.^  over  ;  sccmg 
that  another  scvrrc  conflict  must  snon  comnn  ncc;  und  kuuwing  that  the  brave 
men  at  the  heij^hts,  were  quite  cx)mu»ied,  and  iie^trly  out  of  ammuaition  i  all  I 
coold  <Jp,  was  to  send  them  a  fresh  supply  of  csrtridges.  At  this  critical  mo- 
ment, I  detpatehed  a  note  to  General  Wsdawonh  acquainting  him  with  our  si* 
feuatton :  leaving  the  course  to  be  pursued  much  to  his  own  j  udgmcnt,  with  as- 
surance that  if  he  thought  best  to  retreat,  I  would  endesrour  to  send  as  many 
boats,  as  1  could  command,  and  cover  his  retreat  by  every  fire  I  could  safelf 
make.  But  the  boau  were  dispersed i  msnyof  the  boatmen  had  fied,  panic 
strttck;  and  hut  few  got  off*.  My  note,  however,  could  but  little  more  than 
have  reached  General  W.  about  4  o'clock,  when  a  moat  severe  and  obstinate 
conflict  commenced,  and  continued  about  h'.ilf  an  hour,  wiilj  a  tremendous  fire 
of  cannon,  t^viii^  artdlery  and  musketry.  The  enemy  succeeded  in  rc  possess- 
ing their  baiteiy,  and  i^ainiii^  :idvantuge  on  every  side  ;  the  brave  men  who  had 
gained  the  viciory,  exiiauhted  of  stixngth  and  :i.nimunition,  and  grieved  at  the 
unpardonable  neglect  of  their  fellow  soldiers,  gave  up  ihc  conflict. 

I  can  only  add  tbat  tke  «fefwy  was  realtif  -won  t  kut  itt,  for  the  want  of  a  small 
reinforcement ;  me-Umrd part  of  ihaidUnun  might  have  tavtdalL 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  fife. 

STEPHEN  VAN  RENSSBLAEH. 
B^iuJ^Biam  BuiHtfSttrtiwjf  ^  War,  ^ 
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No.  1\. 

TESTIMONY  Oi  COLONEL  LEA VCN  WOR I  iL- 

JJdhi,  January  15<A,  1815. 
Bear  Sir^ At  your  requeft  I  tend  )'oa  a  ttatement  of  facti  which  tmnpirecl 
under  my  view  during  the  aetion  at  the  fall*  of  Niagara  oa  the  S5fh  of  July 
latt  By  this>  yott  will  he  ahle  to  aaoertain,  if  my  attendaaoe  and  teetimoDy 
will  be  material  at  your  Court  of  Eo^oifyt  and  hope  you  will  think  It  may  he 
diapensed  with. 

On  that  day  the  lefl  division  of  the  Northern  Army  lay  at  Chippewa,  on  the 

aotiih  side  of  that  creek,  except  the  ninth  regiment,  which  was  posted  in  anil 
near  the  lllock-House,  on  the  north  side  of  the  Chippewa,  near  the  junction  of 
th.it  creek  witli  liie  Niagara,  in  advanre  towards  the  enemy.  It  was  my  lot  to 
be  the  officer  of  the  day.  Durinpj  the  day,  the  Captain  commanding  picket 
No.  1,  on  tlic  Ni:)gara  road,  informed  me  he  had  discovered  .advance  of  the 
enemy  to  consist  of  one  troop  of  the  19th  light  dragoons,  and  two  companies 
of  infantry. 

With  a  glass,  which  was  at  the  picket,  the  enemy  were  plainly  seen  across 
the  bend  hi  the  river,  at  and  near  the  falls.  They  were  at  the  bouf  o  of  Mrs* 
Wilson  near  the  falls,  and  many  officers  in  British  imilbrm  were  to  be  seen* 
These' ftcta  were  Immediately  related  at  head  quarters.  I  was  told  the  enemy 
eould  not  be  in  foree^  m  they  had  thrown  a  large  portion  of  their  forces  across 
the  Niagara,  from  Queenstown  to  Lewistown.  It  was  apprehended  to  be  the 
intention  of  the  enemy  to  advance  up  the  rirer  on  the  American  side,  to 
Schlosscr,  where  our  sick,  ammunition,  and  otlier  stores,  thefi  w^ere.  Not  hav- 
ing the  means  cither  of  transporting-  these  stores  to  the  west  side  of  the  river, 
or  troops  to  ibc  other  side  to  defend  them,  General  Scott  was  ordered  to  marcli 
immediately  lo  Queen&iown,  with  a  view  t6  induce  ihe  enemy  to  recross  the 
Niagara.  1  was  immediately  relieved  as  ofticer  of  the  day,  and  ordered  by  (ie- 
ner«l  Scotl  to  put  my  regiment,  wilhout  dcUy,  in  light  marching  oi  dcr.  This 
order  was  obeyed.  And  in  less  than  fifteen  minutes.  General  Scott*s  brigade, 
with  Towson's  company  of  artilleiy*  and  Captain  Harris  with  a  troop  of  IT.  S. 
and  volunteer  dragoons  were  on  their  march  Ibr  Queenstown.  Having  proceed- 
ed down  the  river  about  two  miles  and  an  half»  we  came  in  eight  of  the  ene- 
my's advance.  General  Scott  now  halted  his  column,  which  I  ongfat  to  have 
before  stated  consisted  (m  addition  to  those  stated)  of  the  ninth  regiment,  and 
which  Ihsd  the  honour  to  command.  The  eleventh  regiment  commanded  by 
Licutcnani'Coloncl  (then  Major)  M'Neil,  the  22d  regiment  commanded  by  Co« 
lonel  Brady,  and  the  25Ui  regiment  cnmmanded  by  Colonel  (then  Major)  Je- 
sup,  .imonii' ing-  in  all,  aocording  to  tlie  best  estimate  1  can  now  make,  to  about 
700  men.     The  ninth  consistt  d  at  that  time  of  150  rai^k  and  file. 

The  ci^cniy  im mediately  began  to  retire  before  us:  hut  from  the  informa- 
tion of  the  inhabitants,  it  was  thought  they  intended  lo  give  us  battle.  Gene- 
ral  Scott  now  ordered  me  with  the  ninth  regimcul  to  the  left  of  the  road,  and 
to  keep  within  supporting  distance  of  tlie  column ;  having  gained  my  position, 
the  column  again  moved  forward.  After  marching  in  quick  time  about  half  a 
mile,  and  coming  toua  narrow  piece  of  woods  north  of  Mrs.  Wilson's,  and  be- 
tween her  house  and  the  village  at  Lund/s  lane,  the  enemy  commenced  a  lire 
upon  our  advance,  which  cooaistedof  Captain  Harrii*<  command*  and  a  com* 
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pany  of  infantry  commaudcJ  by  ihiit  gallant  officer,  Captuia  Ponlland,  of  the 
!2'2d  infiiatr/.    The  column  were  aj^am  liaitcd,  iind  1  received  orders  lo  take 
jny  potiUon  with  ay  comniBd  b  Um  column  of  fine.  Alter  thii  order  was 
•seeutedt  Gcucrtl  Soott  deUched  the  2Sth  regiment  under  the  eommand  of 
CoIomI  Jetup  to  the  rightp  to  aeek  ud  atuek  the  left  of  the  enemy*t  line. 
The  aintht  tweaty-eecoed,  aad  eleventh  re^hnenta  oov  passed  the  advaneed 
corps  by  order  of  General  Seott«  and  nored  into  a  anooth  field  on  the  north 
side  of  the  before  mentioned  woods,  and  west  of  the  Miagara  road.  It  vas 
now  about  half  past  five  ()*clock,  P.  M.  the  enemy  commenced  firing  upon  ut 
from  nine  pieces  of  artillery  (two  of  which  were  brass  24  poundere)  and  with- 
in  canister  dtstanrc     They         opened  at  t!>c  same  time  u.  brisk  fire  upon  us 
from  a  heavy  Unc  of  infantry  posted  to  the  rig^ht,  and  obliquely  in  front  of 
their  1*1  tillcry,  often  advancing^  into  the  field  so  far  as  to  have  tlie  rear  of  the 
battalion  or  regiment  in  advjiuce  cicar  of  the  woods.    General  Scott  ordered, 
•*  form  line  to  tl»e  from."   The  right  of  the  column  being  in  front,  this  order 
was  imniediately  executed  by  the  echetm  movement  of  companies  to  the  left. 
The  8M  and  Uth  regiments  moved  in  column  nniil  gatning  thetr  respective 
dtst«neee*lermedllnehi  the  same  manner.  At  about  the  same  time  the  com« 
psny  of  artillefy  nnder  the  command  of  Colonel  (then  Captain)  Towsmi,  an  of* 
ficer  above  my  encomium,  was  moved  op  and  formed  on  the  right  of  the  ninth 
regiment,  and  by  its  frequent  and  incessant  discharges  highly  animated  the  spi* 
rtt  of  the  troops.    Under  this  formatien  the  action  continued  for  nearly  an 
hour,  when  I  heard  that  the  lUh  regiment,  being  out  of  ammunition  and  their 
j^allant  IcsfVr  Colonel  M'Nell  severely  wounded,  and  all  the  Cttpraina  of  that 
rcpimcnt  either  killed  or  wounded,  hud  retired  from  the  field.    These  facts 
were  related  to  mc  by  Captain  John  Bliss  of  tlut  rcg^iment,  who,  though  se- 
verely wounded,  gallantly  offered  his  services  to  me,  as  did  also  Major  (then 
Captain)  Harris, of  the  Dragoons,  his  command  being  unable,  from  the  nature 
of  the  ground,  to  act  I  cannot  forbear  to  mention  that  Lieutenant  Cmirford» 
adjutantt  and  Ueutenant  Sawyer,  aa  well  at  several  other  officers^  whose  names 
1  do  not  now  recollect,  of  the  llth  regiment*  joined  my  command,  and  render* 
ed  me  very  able  and  essential  serrices>  particularly  those  gentlemen  whose 
names  I  have  mentioned. 

Soon  after  the  llth  regiment  had  retired.  Colonel  Brady  of  the  22d  regi- 
ment  beii^  severely  wounded*  and  that  regiment  having  also  exhausted  its 
ammunition,  shared  the  same  fate  with  the  llth,  and  many  of  the  officers,  as 
well  as  rank  and  file,  joined  the  standard  of  the^lh,  and  fought  the  eneniv  with 
a  spirit  and  bravery  l)')nlei  in>ij' upon  dcsptT.itton.  I  reirrel  that  the  names  of 
those  officers  arc  not  at  present  recoUcrt.ed,  and  that  1  have  not  any  documents 
in  my  possession  by  which  1  can  asceruui  tbem. 

Colonel  Towson  finding  from  the  elevated  situation  of  the  enemy *:>  artillery 
that  he  could  not  bring  hia  artilleiy  to  bear  upon  them,  had  nei^rly  or  quite 
cessed  firing,  and  from  at  least  30  minutes  before  sun-down,  the  field  was  con- 
tended for  by  the  enemy  against  the  9th  regiment  aloncj  and  those  who  hsd 
joined  its  standsrd.  During  this  time.  General  Scott  sent  his  aid,  CapUin 
Worthy  with  orden  to  advanet  upon  the  enemy  with  a  view  to  charge  him. 
We  ceased  firing,  and  advanced  with  aupported  arms,  until  the  order  waa 
countermanded :  probably  in  consequence  of  the  shattered  condition  o{  the 
1  Ith  and  23d  regiments.  Throwing  forward  our  right  to  meet  the  enemy,  who 
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were  pressiug*  very  hard  upon  our  left,  the  regiment  again  commenced  firing  v 
more  brisklyj  if  pusslblc,  tlian  before.  A  ctrcttmatance  occurred  doriiif  Utnm 
tioie«  whieb>  thougk  highly  gratifying,  filU  fne  with  remorte  to  mentions  aad 
BOtbinii;  but  the  honour  of  1117  corps*  would  mduoe  me  to  do  to.  The  hearer 
of  the  bAtuliou  colours  of  the  11th  being  cut  down,  I  preiomed  tl4ite  coloon 
had  &l]en  to  the  ground,  and  it  was  the  peculiar  gtiod  fortune  of  Lieutenant 
Otis  Fisher,  of  the  9ili  regiment^to  find  and  raise  them,  into  the  iiand  of  the 
standard  bearer  of  the  9th  regiment,  who  was  at  that  time  Corporal  Reniston, 
senior  Corporal  of  the  colour  guard.  Serjjennt  Dewitij^-,  to  whom  they  hat! 
been  cnirusled,  (tor  want  of  a  giifTuicnt  n  niber  of  o&ccrs,}  having  been  se- 
verely woundffl,  and  comjx^llcd  to  leave  the  field. 

Major  M  il  T  IS  again  ca:iie  to  mo.  and  ofTertd  me  his  Services.    I  desired  hira 
to  inibrtn  i.eiveral  ScoU  that  Uie  rule  lor  retreating  was  fulfilled.  General  Scott 
soon  came  and  ordered  me  to  maintain  my  ground,  and  gave  me  the  pleasing 
^'  InlhrmaAlon  that  General  Brown  was  appRMdtlng  with  General  Bipley'c  bn*  - 
gade»  and  General  Porter's  volunteers. 

At  thia  moment.  General  8cott*a  horae  w»  wounded  and  rendered  vaeleas. 

At  about  9  o'clock,  at  I  suppose  from  the  circumstance  of  its  behig  then 
dark,  the  arrival  of  General  Biptcf'a  br^^de  and  other  rekifbreements  was  an- 
nounced. 

At  this  moment  the  enemy  ceased  their  fire,  and  retired  from  the  field. 

General  Scott  ordered  all  the  men  of  the  lllh  and  22d  re^'imen's  who  couM 
be  found,  to  be  collected  an<!  formed  into  one  b.ittalion.  Wlillc  we  were  dom^ 
this,  General  Scott  announced  to  us  the  capture  of  Major-general  Rial  ;  the 
men  gave  three  ch<  ers,  w  h.ch  drew  a  shell  from  the  enemy,  which  passed  our 
line,  and  exploded  in  the  column  of  artdlery,  commanded  by  l.ieuicnafiC-colo- 
nel  (then  Major)  llmdman,  and  blew  up  a  caisson  of  ammunition  belonging  to 
Captain  RitchieV  company. 

A  Wisk  and  heavy  fire  of  musketry  informed  us  that  General  Biplej  with  his 
brigade  had  attacked  the  enemy  on  the  hill  with  a  view  to  carry  their  park  of 
artillery.  The  firing  on  the  hill  soon  ceased,  and  the  battalion  composed  of 
the  9lh,  lltht  snd  33d  regiments  being  formed,  the  commsnd  of  it  was  giyen  tn 
Colonel  Brady,  who  yet  continued  on  the  field,  though  severely  wounded.  Ho 
was  assisted  by  Major  Arrowijmilh,  of  the  22d.  General  Scott's  brig-adc  ma- 
jor. Captain  Smith  of  ihc  6th,  .ttul  Iiis  r^i^rl-dc-camp.  Captain  Worth,  of  the  23d, 
bein{^  hoth  :>r-vcrely  \\'ouad<  d,  ;ind  having  iertiUe  iicldi  General  Scott  acoepled 
an  oflcr  from  me  to  acl  as  1).;.  aid. 

Genersl  Scott  then  fornu  A  llie  remainder  of  the  bripfade  (except  the  25th 
regiment)  inio  Cfjlunm,  aiul  inovc<l  across  the  field  in  a  westerly  direction,  and 
formed  them  in  line  on  the  south  side  of  a  narrow  lane  a  little  to  the  south  of, 
and  running  nearly  the  same  direction  aa  l^ndy's  lane.  I  wu  then  ordered  by 
General  Scott,  to  find  General  Brown,  if  possible,  and  desire  him  to  give  or- 
ders for  the  disposition  of  Gene'ral  Scott's  brigade.  I  rode  on  the  bill,  and  the 
enemy  again  commenced  an  attack,  with  a  view  to  regaiii  their  artillery  1  but 
th^  were  soon  repulsed,  and  I  found  Genersl  Brown,  who  rode  with  me  to  see 
General  Scott.  Aftir  (;cnerals  Urovn  and  Scott  had  conversed  a  few  minutes* 
I  was  ordered  by  General  Scott  to  t.ike  command  of  the  Consolidated  Battalion 
(f^olnnel  ]Jr;i<'v  bting"  too  much  <  \li.iuste<l  by  the  loss  of  bhxxl  to  command, 
ihgugh  he  declined  leaving  the  field).  My  orders  were  lo  march  the  battalion 
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to  ibe  top  of  tk«  hiUt  and  Ibrm  there  m  a  Mcotod  UBe.^Tbey  were  forroed  In 
Lnnd/t  lane»  with  the  right  to^rards  the  Niagwt  road ;  and  the'tr  left  in  the 
Mtr  of  the  captured  artillery.   Thia  artillery  and  the  American  field  artillery, 

under  communtl  of  Major  Illiidman,  occupied  the  summit  of  <?minctice 
near  tlir  old  cliurch  Nt  \t  nn  ;hr  ri.i*-hi  of  his  artillery  was  ihc  12  jd  regiment, 
il)CM  the  USiU  reg^  mriu  <>\)  tlic  extreme  right.  On  the  letiof  the  artillery 
u^is  the  2lHt  rei,^iment,  wuli  ^i^nie  other  troops  consolidated  with  it;  then  the 
1st  infantry.  t»«.iiti  al  Turici  i  volunteers  occupied  the  extreme  left.  The  ar- 
my was  thus  situated  when  iufurmation  was  received,  thai  tlte  enemy  were 
■gmin  idviacing,  and  their  near  approach  w«a  diacovered  by  a  sheet  of  fire 
finom  both  aroiieiy  who  were  not  to  exceed  thirty  yarda  fkom  each  olherj  end 
MfTly  in  paraUel  lioee. 

Gcnertl  Seott  harini^  been  abeent  from  ui  a  ahort  tim^  for  the  purpoie,  ae 
I  ouppoeeda  of  «acertaimD|(  the  iitoation  of  the  enemyt  rfetnmed  and  isked  me 
hi  a  load  and  animated  voice*  are  these  troope  prepared  for  the  charge*** 
Mid  witlMmt  ipTing  me  time  to  answer  him,  he  added,  *'  Yes,  I  know  they  are 
prepared  for  any  thing,"  and  be  ordered  me  to  form  them  tn  close  column* 
left  in  front.  This  beinp  done,  G^-nrr.-tl  *?r<>tt  ordered,  '*  Purward  and  charge, 
my  brtvr  fellows,**  and  iearlinj^  Ui<?  cuiuirui  h:niself,  we  passed  lhroi!;;'^Ii  our 
line  t>L  tuLf.;n  the  pfbccfl  ol  oiu  kruDery,  and  came  in  contact  with  the  left  of 
the  enemy's  iwic,  m  sLovi  uiit.\ncc  past  the  centre,  which  immediately  ga\*e 
way.  Owinjf  however  to  the  dai  knees*  ol  ilic  night,  our  column  had  become 
Hi  aome  degree  irreguUri  we  passed  the  extreme  left  of  General  Porter's  vo- 
hintcera,  and  formed  our  men  in  line.  General  Scott  af^ain  ordered  me  to  fbrm 
the  troopf  "  ui  ooktmn  at  half  dlatance*  right  in  front."  Thia  order  being 
esecttted*  General  Scott  again  led  the  column  to  the  charge,  with  a  view  to 
tttm  the  enemy*a  right  flank*  but  finding  that  flank  aupported  bj  a  heavy  ae- 
cond  line>  the  pharge  was  withdrawn.  General  Scott  then  paiacd  through  the 
American  line,  and  Joined  Colonel  Jesup  with  the  25th  i-egiment  on  the  right 
of  that  line,  and  waa  there  wounded.  The  remainder  of  General  Scott's  bri> 
gnde  were  apnin  formed  a  small  distance  from  the  left  of  General  !'ortcr*s  vo- 
lunteers. This  WHS  executed  in  the  presence  of  Major-t;encral  Biown.  He 
informs  mr  that  !il  was  wo'it!  l^d  at  itus  period.  In  ex?*cutin{j  formuiion,  I  re- 
re:vcd  tilt  most  essential  st-rv  ir  from  Lieutenant  Cualnnan,  acting-  adjutant 
of  the  9ih  regiment,  and  Lieuteu^ut  Ciawtor«i,  adjutant  ot  the  lllh  regiment. 
Lieutenant  Brady  ot  22d  also  rendered  me  the  noosi  aubstantial  service  on 
thia  occaaion.  In  my  opinion  be  haa  merited  the  partlcukr  attention  of  the 
War  Department*  aa  moch  aa  any  officer  in  the  army. 

Thia  formation  being  executed*  Major  Jonea»  aaaiatant  adjutant  general.  ge« 
neroualy  offered  to  aaoertain  the  poaitipn  of  the  contending  armiea,  and  inform 
me  at  what  pohit  the  troops  then  under  my  command  could  be  led  into  action 
to  the  greatest  advantage,  and  without  injury  to  our  own  men  of  othei^  corps* 
Having  been  dismounted  since  the  first  charge,  this  offer  was  of  the  jgreateat 
service  tn  me.  and  moat  gladly  did  1  accept  it  M  ijop  Jones  then  reconnoitred 
in  the  most  ^'•nllant  munncr,  under  an  incessant  lire  ot  musketry,  the  situation 
of  the  American  line,  and  reported  it  to  me.  From  this  report  1  was  induced 
to  lead  the  troops  under  ray  cununand  to  the  summit  ot  the  lull.  Firing  had 
now  ceased  on  t»oth  sides.  The  thicke  st  mid  most  itiipenelrablc  durkness  pre- 
vailed.   .Ml  waa  still,  and  nothing  to  be  beard  but  the  groans  of  the  wounded 
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an<l  Uyin^;.  Moving  forward  to  gain  the  summit  of  tlie  htll,  I  wts  bailed  by 
General  Scott,  who  inA^rmcd  me  of  his  woiindip  ind  or(U  r<'tl  mc  to  push  for- 
ward and  join  the  2ith  rc-g-iment,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Jesup,  who 
was  al^o  severely  wounded.  General  Scott  infornjed  me,  he  was  then  compel- 
led by  the  severity  of  his  wounds  to  relirc  from  the  fit  Id,  and  ordered  me  iu 
case  tlie  enemy  should  again  return  to  the  contest,  to  seek  an  opportuuity  to 
rhar^e^  and  drive  them  from  the  field  wiih  the  bayonet.  In  a  short  time  atlcr. 
General  Brown  liailcd  me,  and  inquired  for  General  Scott.  I  informed  lum 
that  be  was  wounded  and  gone  from  the  field,  ile  then  informed  me  of  his 
own  woandfl*  uid  Mid  lie  must  also  retire,  and  that  I  must  look  to  General  Uip- 
Icy  for  orderty  ns  the  command  of  eoune  deirolved  on  him.  I  then  moved  on, 
nad  Ibnned  my  men  on  the  rtjj^ht  of  the  25th  rej^ent,  and  the  estreroe  right 
ef  the  American  line.  Colonel  Jesup  and  myself  now  had  some  conyersation 
as  In  our  own  situation  and  that  of  the  arm^.  His  command  and  my  own  were 
consolidated,  and  consisted  of  all  the  effectire  men  of  the  first  brigade  re- 
nal ning-  on  the  field*  which  1  do  not  think  exceeded  150  or  200  men,  exclusive 
of  ofificers.  The  men  were  exhausted  with  fatigue  and  the  want  of  water. 
The  enemy  had  retired  from  the  field,  but  in  what  direction  was  not  known. 
J-rom  tlie  icngtij  of  tiieir  lines,  which  wc  had  durinj:^  the  action  discovered  by 
purown  and  llieir  fire,  we  Ijad  reason  to  ht  licve  they  were  fir  superior  to  t:s  in 
numbers.  To  refresh  our  men  on  the  field  would  be  hazurdmvs  in  the  extreme, 
and  we  were  liable  to  be  tanked  on  our  left,  and  cut  ud  trom  our  camp  at 
Chippewa.  Under  these  circumstances,  not  knowing  the  situation  of  General 
Ripley's  brigade  or  General  Porter^  corps,  it  was  decidedly  my  opinion  that 
the  army  ought  to  letum  to  their  camp  at  Chippewa.  Colonel  Jesup  espreas- 
ed  to  me  the  same  opinion.  Ife  also  directed  me  to  take  command  of  the 
troops  of  the  first  brigade,  while  he  went  in  search  of  General  Ripley  for  or^ 
dera  and  information.  Colonel  Jesup  suffering  the  most  excruciating  pain 
from  bis  wounds,  and  it  being  excessively  dark,  was  unabl  to  find  General 
Ripley,  and  soon  returned  to  me,  and  again  took  command  of  tlie  troops,  and 
directed  mc  to  find  General  Ripley,  if  possible,  and  obtain  orders  and  informa- 
tion as  to  the  intended  course  of  operations.  I  soon  found  General  Ripley,  and 
informed  him  of  my  wish,  and  my  direct iuns  from  ('oloncl  Jesup.  General 
llipley  inquired  the  slreng^iii  .tnd  situation  of  the  first  brigade,  and  while  do- 
ing-so,  a  person  rode  up  to  (icncral  liipU  y,  w  'ah  orders  from  (icneral  Hrown 
(as  I  understood).  General  liiplcy  then  told  me  had  received  orders  from  Ma- 
jor-general &rown,  to  collect  the  wounded,  and  return  with  those,  and  the  ar- 
my, to  the  camp  at  Chippewa.  General  Ripley  then  gave  me  orders  to  the 
same  efieee,  as  it  respected  the  first  brigade.  His  Uifi»rmntion  and  order  was 
immediately  communicated  by  me  to  Colonel  Jesup.  He  feeling  that  the  ac- 
tion was  over,  and  sufiering  severely  from  his  wounds,  did  what  most  men 
would  have  sooner  done:  he  gave  u^  me  the  command  of  the  troops  of  the 
first  brigade,  and  retired  from  the  field.  lie  howe\'er  continued  near  us,  and 
probably  woidd  have  joined  u"?,  had  wc  been  attacked.  All  the  wounded  who 
could  be  found  on  and  nc  ;»r  the  field  were  put  into  w aprons,  which  had  been 
aont  from  the  camp  at  Chippewa  for  ihat  pMrpose*  and  sent  off.  General  liip- 
lcy was  very  particular  in  his  orders,  iliat  the  movement  of  the  troops  should 
be  conducted  with  regularity  and  onler,  .md  «;r»  far  as  came  to  my  knowledge, 
his  orders  were  strictly  obeyed.  Not  a  shot  was  ured  i.-om  the  enemy,  and  our 
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troopt  moved  in  as  good  order,  aiul  v*Uh  as  much  regularity  fr^m^  cu  tu  the 
field,  and  Arrired  at  Chippewa  bciween  one  and  iwo  ou  the  muraiag  of  the 

Doring  the  wliole  of  thii  nigljt,  am  veil  during  the  •ctton  m  after  it»  I  was 
InprtMed  with  «  high  tenie  of  the  merit  of  Oeacnt  Rtpky  u  a  soldier,  and 
Uie  fslbntrj  of  his  brigade  in  capturing  the  enemy's  srtfUeiy.  Ho  msnileat* 
ed  on  that  ocoaakmi  while  in  conversttion  with  me,  all  that  coolneas  and  defi- 
bcmtlon  for  which  he  has  become  distinguished,  and  which  was  to  peculiarly 
iieceatsfj  at  a  moment  big  with  the  late  of  the  army  under  his  oommsnd*  and 
the  honour  :ind  glory  of  the  American  arms. 

Having  u  hope  that  ihit  statement  muy,  at  some  day,  appear  to  the  world  as 
an  hoMfst  relaiion  of  facts,  1  ehould  do  great  injustice  to  my  feelings,  did  I 
not  mcutiun  the  p;^Uant  conduct  of  Captain  Pcniland,  of  the  22d  regiment. 
Su< in' alter  the  coaiKicncement  of  the  action,  he  b)  a  i-  ht  his  company  (which 
had  been  the  advance  oi  (jcncrul  Scuii'&  hrigadc)  uiio  action,  on  my  right. 
This  waa  done  in  the  moat  brave  and  aoldicrly  manner.  His  example  and  con- 
mMlion  bad  the  moot  beneficial  eflcct  during  the  warmest  of  the  iction^  and 
contributed  greatly  to  keep  the  men  steady  and  active  in  tlieir  duty. 

As  to  the  9th  regiment,  which  on  that  occasion  I  had  the  hononr  to  com* 
maod,  I  cannot  make  particular  distinctioo  as  to  the  merits  of  individuals. 
Every  man  in  the  regiment,  IVom  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  gave  me  the  most  i 
perfect  satisfaction  They  maintained  their  ground  against  an  overwhelmm^ 
auperiority  of  force,  in  a  m&nner  which  has  sddom  been  excelled  for  gallantry 
in  any  age  or  country.  It  has  been  stated  thut  their  numbers  were  but  250 
rank  ami  TxXc  %%'hen  they  entered  the  field  ;  and  it  will  appear  from  the  ofScial 
return  of  kilU-d  and  wounded,  that  128,  including  every  officer  willi  iIk:  rc^- 
mcnt,  were  mchided  in  that  rrport.  U  is  due  to  the  iru  n\ury  of  Licutcnxmt 
Hurj^liardt,  w  ito  wus  kilhd  ui  the  close  of  thr  action,  lo  say  ihat  he  particu- 
lar i)  dii>iiu^^uolicd  hiiu5clf,  by  continuing  to  du  his  duty  in  the  moat  able  man* 
ner,  after  being  severely  wounded  in  the  left  si<)e,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  actte>n«  although  he  bled  freely,  and  was  advised  by  mo  several  tames  to  go 
tv  the  reari  he  declined  to  do  ao,  and  continued  with  me  until  be  was  shot 
th  *ough  the  breast  in  the  laat  charge. 

On  the  morning  of  the  36th,  at  about  7  or  8  o*ck>ck,  Colonel  Gardner,  adju- 
tant ^neral,  came  to  mc  with  an  order  to  make  a  field  report,  sUting  the 
btreigth  of  the  first  brigade,  and  to  prepare  them  to  march,  and  take  posses- 
sion of  the  field  ol'  battle  immediately.  I  immediaTely  took  measures  to  ascer- 
tain'he  sti-ength  of  tlic  several  regiments.  The  'Jth  regiment  I  counted  my. 
9('lf,  anti  recollect  its  cftcctivc  force  was  (  4  uien.  The  strenrHt  of  tho  other 
regiments  I  do  not  recollect.  My  impression  now  is,  that  ti  c  u  li  de  strength 
i>f  ihe  hritj:idt.*,  i  xchisive  of  jiltcnil.mts  on  the  wounded,  and  Uic  details  Ibr 
guaid  then  on  diji\,  tlid  not  t-xcecJ  5  or  600  men.  Tiic  troops  Were  formed, 
and  took  up  the  Itnc  of  march  at  about  nine  o'clock.  AAcr  CPOtsing  the  Chip- 
pewa, I  received  orders  from  Genera)  Rtpky,  to  take  poatession  of  tlie  Wories 
at  Chippewa  with  the  first  bftgade,  which  was  done  by  bridging  the  ditch  on 
the  south  side  of  the  breastwork,  thereby  making  a  platform  for  the  men  to 
stand  upon. 

From  what  f  saw  of  our  forces,  which  I  do  not  think  at  that  time  eiceeded 
15  or  1600  men;  and  firom  what  I  had  seen  of  the  enemy's  force  the  preoedti^ 
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evening,  J  did  tiunk  it  the  most  consummate  fully  to  uiicmpt  to  regain  pcszetuoii  of 
the  ^dd  battle — and  every  officer  with  whom  I  conversed,  among  wlioDi  were 
many  of  tiic  first  diitinetion,  expretted  tkfk'  mitiMmaa  at  mtth  mi  Met^  and 
thdir  rarpriie  tbat  evety  ^leition  wm  not  imde  imnicdiatelf  to  take  up  4w 
line  of  mvch  Ibr  Port  Brie.  The  troops  liovever  re-crossed  the  Chippewa  et 
about  13  o'clock,  and  took  op  the  line  of  march  for  Fort  Brie.  We  airified 
and  encamped  in  good  order^  iti  the  field  opposite  the  Black  Bock  Hnj,  on  the 
evening  of  (he  26ih  July. 

The  march  from  Chippewa  to  Fort  Erie,  was  made  in  the  most  perfect  or* 
cler,  nor  vaa  any  thing  left  behind  us  which  could  be  of  any  advantage  to  the 

ftnemy. 

With  tlic  hig^hcst  esteem  and  respect*  I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir,  your 
obedicni  servant, 

(Signed)  H.  LEAVENWORTH,  Colonel  U.  S.  ^rw^. 


TESTIMONY  OP  CAPTAIN  M*DOKALD. 

mi&am  JU*JkmUl,  Capuin  in  the  ISfth  regiment  of  United  SUtea  Mmtry, 
being  produced  and  svom  as  a  witness  by  General  Bipley— Testified, 

That  in  the  eampaig^n  of  1814^  before  ami  during  the  battle  of  Bridgewater, 
near  Niagara,  he  was  acting  aid  to  Brigadier-general  Ripley.  On  the  nomin|^ 

the  35th  of  July,  the  army'under  the  command  of  MaJor*general  Browi|, 
was  encamped  on  the  upper  side  of  Chippewa  Crcelc ;  many  of  the  men  were 
that  day  cng'apcd  in  wasliing,  and  about  half  an  hour  before  8un>set,  were 
atill  out,  v;hrn  a  iiring-  \v;is  heard,  uliicli  they  in  ramp  ascribed  to  General 
8coti*!>  y>r\n[s;  cH^ug-ed  With  the  enemy,  as  he  liad  marched  out  with  his  brigade 
about  two  lioiirs  hcfore. 

When  General  Scott  first  marciied  out,  il  v/as  the  general  impression  that 
he  had  done  so  for  the  purpose  of  parade  and  drill.  Our  army  at  this  time 
eonsisted  of  two  brigades  of  regular  troops,  commanded  by  Drigadier-gene* 
rals  Soott  and  Ripley,  and  a  small  corps  of  5  or  600  volunteers  under  Generr« 
Porter. 

The  total  of  General  Bipley's  brigade  may  have  amounted  to  about  900 :  lae 
efiectivet  from  7  to  800.  The  day  before  at  Qoeeostown  heights,  he  recoU^t* 
ed  hearing  General  Scott  say  that  hh  brigade  contained  about  the  same  n«m> 
her— perhaps  rather  less. 

About  the  16lh  of  July,  they  had  inlellig-ence  that  General  Rial,  of  tlie  Rri» 
tish  firmy,  lay  at  10  and  12  mile  Creek,  with  1500  men.  According  to  cj»e  j^e- 
neral  impression,  he  hud  a  toriihed  encarnjinicni — to  the  tiesiof  his  knowledi:^ 
no  precise  information  w  us  received  of  the  force  and  position  of  the  enemy  be- 
tween tlie  lu;h  and  25th  of  July. 

On  the  day  last  mentioned,  the  proportion  of  those  who  formed  the  washing' 
parties  and  scattered  men  of  the  camp,  amounted  in  tlie  second  brig»de  alonOf 
to  150  or  300  men.  There  were  parties  from  the  other  brigade  also,  but  he 
could  not  state  the  number. 

When  General  Scott  moved  oat  in  the  afternoon,  no  idea  wat  entertained 
that  there  «  oukl  be  an  action,  nor  i>ad  they  any  knowledge  of  the  vicimtj  of 
the  enemy— the  first  inf onnation  they  had  Wat  from  the  firing. 
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tn  the  order  of  the  mBwmpmmB  ilur  Brtt  brigade  under  Genenil  ftnlt  foit* 
ed  on  the  Chippewa;  the  second  commanded  bf  Owwial  Ripley»  about  two 
hnndred  3rarda  distant,  with  their  front  to  the  Nta|p.ra,  and  at  right  Miglet  to 
tl>e  first.  The  encampment  emhrarcd  the  angle  tbrnnetl  hy  the  Niag«r«  and 
Cfiijipcwa,  which  at  th.it  place  formed  a  junction.  Across  the  Chippewa  was 
a  bridg^r,  over  which  C»eiieral  Scolt  had  pas^i  d  and  »(lNaiict.'d  uboul  iwo  rniteSy 
when  the  firm^;^  of  musketry  commenced.  Immediately  aa  iieanng- Gene- 
ral Uipl^  ordered  bis  brigade  to  be  formed.  By  the  time  this  was  eftctedy 
tiM  flcpoit  of  wtilleiy  woo  diotbiguiobod.  Soon  oAor»  ordcto  won  reooitod 
ftom  Nojor-genorol  Bfovot  tiuoogli  ooom  of  Mo  otoll^  Ibr  tko  oooood  brigodo 
to  advance  and  toioibrcc  General  Seott.  Gooerol  Ripley  iaimodiato^»  on  ro- 
ootving  the  order,  marebod  with  bio  brigade,  aerois  the  Cliiptiew%  and  wliea 
obottt  half  a  mile  in  the  rear  of  tbo  acene  of  actkm»  it  httifg  tbcn  oear  dOak, 
deapstehed  the  witness  in  advance  to  Major  general  Brown,  to  ascertain  the 
situation  of  the  coomjy  and  wbot  point  be  abould  nwicb  to»  aod  form  bio  bri- 
gade. 

The  witncs<5,  on  hi^  w.iy  fo  General  Brown,  met  h  s  ritJ,  CsxptMii  Spencer, 
proceeding  WiCh  urders  to  (jciieral  Jtipiey,  lo  form  liib  bugude  in  iht:  skirts  of 
a  wood  on  the  right  of  General  Scott's.  The  brigade  accordiiigiy  cunitnucd 
to  advance,  aod  waa  in  tbo  oet  of  fombig  tbo  lino,  when  Genorol  Ripley  re« 
narked  to  Colonel  Miller  and  other  eommoadero  tbat^  to  form  a  lino  in  that 
place  woold  bo  of  no  conaeqiienoe,  aa  tbcy  conld  not  adronoo  in  M»  throogh 
the  «oodo<^nd  they  wore  not  then  aritbin  atrikbig  diataneo  of  the  cncny.***' 
He  added,  that  he  would  take  upon  himself  the  responsibility  of  moving  fur- 
ther on  towards  the  enemy,  before  he  formed.  The  witness  left  the  brigade 
for  a  fc\r  minutes  to  apprise  General  Browti  of  tbia  movement,  but  did  not  find 
him,  anil  immediately  n  jin-icd  Genera!  lii|iK  y. 

The  march  fi-um  die  c  k  impmcni  to  the  scene  of  action  was  prompt  and  ra- 
pid, and  the  brigiidc'  for  one  imlT  the  distance  wuh  on  a  long  trot  lo  kct  p  with 
the  Gciicrars  horse — While  passing  the  woods  in  pursuance  of  General  iiip. 
ley's  determination  to  advance,  the  fire  of  the  enomf  waa  vefj  htwj,  and  their 
ahot  and  abelta  fell  about  oa  in  great  quaotitiea,  hot  waa  more  particiilnrly  di» 
reeled  at  General  Seott'a  brigade  on  the  left,  which  the-aeoond  vaa  then  bi  the 
'  aetof  paaamg.  The  iropreaaion  was,  that  the  firot  brigade  waa  at  thiatHno  anf«  ' 
faring  very  severely  from  the  eontinoed  and  destructive  fire  poured  in  upontliemp, 
and  General  Ripley  in  consequence  remarked  to  the  witness  and  Colonel  Miller, 
that  he  would  detach  the  rcrfimcnt,  commanded  by  the  latter,  to  carry  the 
enemy**  .tridlcry,  adding^,  ttiat  unless  this  was  done,  thty  would  destroy  our 
whole  force,  or  compel  to  f^l  back.  It  was  then  completely  dark,  and 
thfiUkrh  it  was  known  then-  artillery  was  posiird  on  an  eminence,  we  had  no 
knowledge  of  their  number,  or  how  they  were  supported.  The  distance  of 
General  8eatt*a  line  from  the  enemj,  moat  have  been  bHween  three  and 
four  hundred  yarda  at  that  tine,  and  there  waa  then  no  firing  of  muaketij 
fkoin  it. 

After  General  Rlple/a  angfeation  to  Colonel  lliUcr»  tho  letter  immaillotely 

made  dispositions  to  execute  it— dtspli^ed  hio  negtment  by  fbnntn^  a  liao  on 
the  left  ot  the  road  nearly  4Voniing  the  enemy's  artillery.  General  RtpU^,  at 
the  tihmc  time  he  g^ve  the  order  for  the  21st  to  storm  the  battery  by  an  attack 
in  frotr ,  directed  the  23d  to  form  in  column,  nod  march  againat  tbo  onomy^ 

VUL.  I.  (P)  . 
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Bajkk.  About  tlie  tine  the  Slat  iras  preparing  to  move  aa  directed,  tbe  witnm 

wet  General  BroTrn,  who  enquired  for  General  RipVy,  and  asked  what  rli«»po9!- 
tions  he  had  made  ,  the  witness  inforaied  hioi,  he  approved  of  it,  appeared 
quite  eLatetl  with  Ihe  inlclltt;cnce,  and  accompanied  him  to  (Scnerrtl  Hiple}'. 
Some  eonversaiion  took  place  between  them,  and  m  a  very  fpv/  nmiuu  ?;  both 
battalions  were  m  motion  ;  tlie  ilt»L  commanded  by  Colonei  Miller,  tbe  2^d  hy. 
Mi^or  M'Farland,  but  led  by  General  Ripley  in  peraonv— W^ile  tbe  23d  was 
idvanelng  to  operate  against  the  enenyV  iUnk»  end  ebottt  150  yetds  dittencft 
Mm  tlie  heifbt,  thty  recieWed  a  iUe  in  fiwbt  IfOia  perbtfpe  50  or  60  mmketrf » 
which  thfev  then  into  eonfuiion  for  e  few  ninutef ,  and  ceuied  then  to  fiOl 
haek  ibeot  50  er  60  yardi.  The  regtonnt  however  tpeedily  recovered  and 
Ibmed  into  colnnni  tooner  than,he  baa  ever  known  one  Ibrned  for  paradi^ 
though  perhapa  n<^with  e<|Hal  accuracy.  Some  difficulty  occurred  in  formini^ 
the  platoons,  in  consequence  of  their  having  been  broken  ;  hut  their  numbers 
were  guessed  at,  and  wheeled  into  column,  with  a  view  to  despatch  and  to  fa- 
cilitate itic  nun cment.  The  whole  was  accomplished  under  the  particular  di- 
rection and  immcdule  ag-ency  of  lirigadicr-gener^l  Ripley.  His  exertions  to 
eilect  it  were  very  great,  and  no  one  could  be  more  active  than  he  was.  The 
whole  ifitenry  ikon  the  nonant  the  fire  waa  received  in  front*  itntM  the  ietiial 
ie-orgaui;iation.  of  the.colqnn  in  readioets  to  advaiioe^  did  not  exceed  five  mip 
wrtet;  They  then  marched  difeetlj*  and  diaplajrcd  upon  tbe  eneny'a  fiank« 
While  thia  was  pestaiiing.  Colonel  MUkr  bad  tdvanced  punnant  to-  hia  or- 
dare  agaimt  the  front,  and  anccceded  in  carrying  thecnenj's  betterjt,c<>nsist- 
ing  of  seven  [^iecaa  of  artillery ;  to  wit,  two  brass  twenty-fours  and  smaller 
ones.  Having  passed  the  position  where  the  anillcry  had  been  planted,  Colo- 
nel Miller  again  formed  his  line  facing  the  enemy,  rmtl  enp^ng'ed  ihem  with'm 
twenty  paces  distance.  There  appr-^rcda  perfect  sheet  of  tire  between  thr  two 
lines.  Wht^  the  21st  was  in  this  situation,  the  23d  attacked  the  encmv's  flank, 
and  advanced  within  twenty  paces  of  it,  before  the  firat  voUey  was  dt^jchargcd  ; 
a  mtWHie  adopted  by  conmmodof  General  Uiplej't  that  the  fire  might  be  cf- 
feetnal  and  mere  eompletely  deitruetlve.  The  movement  eompelled  tbe  ene* 
.m3f*i  fiank  to  fell  back  immediately  bjr  deaoendii^  the  hiU  out  of  aight  t  upon 
which  the  firing  eeaied.  Prior  to  the  fire  of  the  33d,  the  enemy  were  cleatng 
in  upon  Colonel  lfiliei*a  command^  which  appeared  to  be  hard  prened,  and  aa 
be  eoneeived  waa  recoiling ;  the  force  opposed  amountinig  to  double  his  num- 
ber ;  bi!t  by  the  prompt  aid  of  the  23d,  the  heights  were  gained,  and  cleared 
of  the  rneniy  After  this  wns  achieved,  the  Cist  and  'i  if!  formed  in  line  bv  or- 
der, and  under  the  direction  of  Gen-:  l  al  Uiplc>',  leaving  the  batlcncs  which  had 
been  carried  in  tbe  rear.  While  thus  circumstanced,  a  detachmL-nt  ot  tlie  1st 
regiment,  which  consisted  of  from  lUO  to  200  men,  and  had  rvmained  in  tbe 
rear,  joined  them  on  tbe  heights,  and  was  by  General  Ripley  formed  mio  the 
line.  He  could  not  ngr  what  bad  detained  tlie  above  detachment  so  long  from 
theaccneof  aktaon. 

Shortly  after  the  line  waa  fiinned.  General  Ripley  lent  bin  to  aak  Geneial 
Brown  whether  the  eeptured  avtileiy  diould  not  be  moved  off  ihe  field  to- 
wards Chippewa.  The  witnew  met  General  Brown  Moetodiog  the  hill,  end  dc* 
livered  his  message :  The  latter  replied,  there  were  matters  of  more  impor- 
tance to  attend  to  nt  that  moment,  and  he  should  sec  General  Ripley  himself 
Uc^pcared  highly  dated*  and  rode  with  him  to  General  Bipky  i  but  the  wit- 


Digitized  by  GoogL 


« 


APPENDIX.' 

nets  did  not  bear  the  uirtiieiwi^n  which  pMsed.  The  hci|fhU  ihmfpiii^* 
were  a  very  commanding  position,  and  contained  all  the  enemy's  artillery,  copa- 
b!f  of  enfilading  In  every  direction.  ^Vhllc  the  second  brij^ade  thu«?  occuineJ  the 
liifighU,  liciicral  Scott's  bripide  was  abaiit  three  hundred  3  itriU  distiinl,  itnd 
fio  enemy  between  them    Tlu:  tiring  from  ii  had  by  this  lime  nearly  ceased. 

AAer  General  lirown'ii  intenriew  with  General  Ui{)ley,  he  left  the  bill,  aa  the 
^ltii>M  udentoodj  ia  aearch  of  Gwwal  Beolt.  Tfe«  SMhivfiMitltejaiKf  - 
ed  (be  wBOObA  brifidty  waa  fonne4on  the  right,  mtrly  at  right  anglef  t»  Vkm' 
3M  itfiSNnti  its  \di  leitiiif  oiiToviim*iarttllM>|!^  aad  ditpmd  m  «•  to  AhiIl 
tke  MMf  ewe  thcjr  attaeleed.  Tbt  ariaiery  undtr  ^^jjaJ  of  imoT 
HiBdnui  and  Captain  Totraon,  had  corifs  «p  but  a  few  moments  faefine,  in  cett* 
aequence  of  General  Ripley'i  request  a»WMiU«alod  bj  tbd  iHtatM  to^ll^tff 
Hindman,  and  comprtwJ  with  by  him. 

While  (icncral  Hiplcy's  line  was  thtis  formed  on  the  eminence,  the  enemy 
adfunced  upon  it  in  considerable  foi  rt — ouv  llu  ik.ing'  its  right  and  left,  and  far 
exceeding  it  in  numbers.    On  fmdiag  Uicm  ajjproaclmig.  General  Ripley  or- 
dered the  brigade  to  reserre  its  iire  until  the  enemy's  bayooela  should  touch, 
in  prslbrMMe  to  firing  firat  Tbii  was  done  vith-  a  Yiev  lo^bncMi  the  flMb 
€f  tbeif  Bwlnta,  awl  to  t«kft«iiii  by.  tbe  mittaiiee  of  tbeir  ligbt  Tltooider 
WIS  obeyed  i  the  enemy  edfanced  wlihin  ten  or  twelve  yude  of  eur  Hgb^ 
ceinpoied  of  the  93d'i«giiMnt.  After  imavIrc  l^cir  file,  we  reCurned  Us  tlw 
•etioft  then  became  general :  a  tremendous  conflioteiieaed  for  about  twenty  mt< 
notes;  at  the  expiration  of  whidi,  the  enemy  gtve  way,  and  again  fell  back  out 
of  sij^ht.    We  having  mucfi  the  advantage  of  the  frraiim!,  the  enemy  generally 
fired  over  our  henfl«,  but  the  Cf>nt!nual  blaze  of  light  was  such  as  to  en  iblc  us 
distinctly  Id  sec  iIjch-  butiouis.    An  interval  of  half  an  hour  foUowed,  when 
the  enemy  advanced  a  second  time,  nearly  in  the  same  manner;  attacked  pre- 
cisely in  the  same  point,  but  did  not  approach  so  near,  before  the  firing  com* 
meeeed.  Oor  left  hod  by  thie  tloie  been  thrown  forwnd  by  order  of  Cejewi 
Ripley,  and  the  lioe  Ibrmed  nearly  iMunlfel,  with  the  addition  of  General  ^if^ 
tet'ii  ▼olonteera  on  the  left,  and  Geneiol  Scott  whh  the  thiee  icnndnh^  batto* 
llona  on  the  right  1  but  the  latter  were  so  aitnatcd,  as  not  to  be  engaged.  Thn 
contcat  waa  more  aererc^  and  he  thinks,  longer  continued  than  the  last.  Th^ 
same  precautions  were  enjoined  by  General  Ripley,  with  respect  to  his  m^n 
reserving  their  fire,  and  the  reception  of  tJie  enemy  was  efftially  warm.  Some 
part  of  our  right  and  left  gave  way  ,  but  our  ceiUre,  compused  of  the  2lst  re« 
g'iment,  stood  firm,  with  the  exception  of  some  plwiuons  which  also  fell  back: 
tiie  enemy  were  repulsed^  and  retired  again  from  the  contesL    General  Rip* 
ley,  in  person,  rallied  the  detachments  which  gave  wvg  on  tbe  right,  and  sue* 
ceeded  in  bringing  them  bock  hito  action  bdbie  the  letrent  oC  the  eiemy.  An 
interval,  not  to  eseeed  three  qnartera  of  an  hour,  euoed  1  duris^  Vhleh*  all 
waa  dailoMBa  and  eileocei  ecaioe.  hitemiptad  by  a  breath  of  air.  The  Mi 
had  neither  water  not  whiakey  to  roAeah  themielvei,  after  the  fiktignci  tht^^ 

bad  endured. 

The  Court  aciioiumed  to  Wedneaday,  lith  March,        U  o'clock,  A.M. 

Troy,  March  15,  1815. 

The  Court  convened  pursuant  tp  K^anuocot— the  a^m^  Members  pre* 
»«nt.  .     •     '■  • 
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Th9«MAifttK>n  of  Captam  MDmnld  bein^  reamed^— Se  stated/  TWt  M 
Ih^  espi ration  of  the  interval  last  mentioned,  the  enemy  advanced  a  third  time 

to  recover  their  artillery.  It  was  our  imprpssion  ibat  they  h:!(l  been  rein- 
forced, and  this  was  confirmed  by  prisoners  who  weic  takt-n  at  the  time. 
The  advance  of  the  enemy  was  sinjiUr  to  the  tAV  j  precedinf^  ones,  and  the  fire 
was  .ig^ain  openeJ  by  ihcir  line.  General  itjpley'u  brigade  reserved  their  iire 
as  before.  The  duration  and  order  of  the  conftict— its  resQlt*  and  the  retreat 
of  >tlM  oiMqr.  «m  in'«ll«MeiitM  points,  ahtiiltf  to  tbe-Jpit. <  , 

in  eveiy  attack*  tlit  mmy  were  repuliod.  'Qtntral  JBtf^y  made  every  pot- 
•iUe  aMHtoii  to  impfre  and  oacoiinige  bit  troopt-i  eipoied  hit  pe^ioii  dvu^ 
the  hottest  of  the  llio  of  the  CMfeiiy ;  and  as  he  coniidered,  more  than  woo  oe- 
oesfsry.  The  witness  seteiol  tiami  oodeavourcd  to  prevail  upOo  bin  to  retfni 
hut  without  effect.  Itis  perseverance  was  unremitted  ;  sometimes  acting'  as 
file  closer  a«5  well  «s  commander.  He  g'avp  his  orders  with  perfect  corJness 
and  dclibcr;-ii ion,  ;tnrl  diieiiilcf!  as  far  as  possible,  to  their  proper  execution. 

The  wuni  SH  ne  ver  kncvv  lum  more  colkcted. 

Gienerai  Hipicy's  pu&ition  was  never  mure  than  ten  or  twelve  paces  in  the 
foar  of  faia  lino.  Ho  reeeivod  two  baUt  thrbikglihis  bat»  and  bis  horse  was 
woModed  diitiog  the  levofat  cncountora.  He,  Lieutooant-coloBel  Kloholao,  ond 
tfat  witnooa,  were  the  only  mounted  ofBcofo  of  thi^.oeroRd  bngado. 

After  the  iaat  attooKthc  aecood  brigade  for  thi^  Iborthft,  or  one  half  an 
tiour,  leoiained  on  the  hill  with  very  little  change  of  position  :  its  )eft  Was  per- 
liaps  thrown  back.  In  the  interim,  Cenei^al  Bipley  despatched  tlM;  witness 
with  orders  to  General  Porter,  to  sf-iul  fifty  or  one  hundred  volunteers  of  his 
cc>mmiud,  directinp-  them  to  lepori  toColuiicl  M'Rae,  and  rcmovp  the  c-tptur- 
ed  artillery  from  ih*  heifHiis  to  the  c^imp  on  ih«  Ctnppewa.  He  del i vercd  the 
orders,  siu  ihc  volunteers  doi.icbcd,  and  marched  on  the  hill. — Owing  to  tiierc 
being  no  di  Ag -ropes  for  tlic  artillery,  no  horses  on  the  gruund,  and  the  guns 
beings  unlinbered,  it  was  found  imprsctioahle  to  remove  tbero,  and  the  volun- 
tieoio  were  then  employed  in  temovini^  the  wounded.  Prior  to  the  attempt  to 
itmovo  the  eapt^red  pieces,  ho  saw  no  artillery  eorpt  on  the  groundj  they  hov* 
iag;  retiied  in  eonseqoence  of  their  ammunition  beln^  expended' end  oome  of 
their  caissons  blown  up.  by  the  enemy's  rockets  and  shells^ . 

On  the  return  of  the  witness,  after  communic|ittng  thO  preceding  otder  to 
Gencrnl  Porter,  prcparittons  were  made  for  the  Jiecond  hri-^ade  to  retire, 
agreeable  to  orders  from  General  Urown,  as  General  Ripley  tlic  time  inform- 
ed him.  He  also  stated  that  Generals  Ih-own  and  Scott  were  both  wounded 
and  had  left  the  field.  Our  army  accord mj^ly  retired  unmolested,  and  it  was 
his  impression  at  the  time*  that  the  whole  column  did  not  exceed  TtiO  wlien 
therelMgrsde  movement  was  made.  It  wsa  tindorstoQd  that' vast  numbers 
woro  omployed  In  oan^iny  off  the  woonded.  Others  hsd  given  out  for  want 
of  water;  When  the  second  '  brigade  marc)ied  to  the  field  of  lM(ttle»  they  met 
a  considerable  number  of  the  firbt  brig^iide  retttrniog  to  campi  some  slightly 
ffponded,  and  others  carried  off  by  those  who  were  uninjored^  '  Many  woond- 
ed were  left  on  the  ground  after  the  battle,  they  being  scattered  over  a  consi- 
derable extent,  and  «l)e  nig:ht  dark,  it  was  impossible  to  find  them.  He  docs 
not  thmic  any  w  ounded  of  llri^adicr-gcneral  Iliplcy*s  brigade  were  left,  unJcSS 
IKMoe  w))o  atuispicd  to  get,  o^"  withoujL  ausislaoce,  and  faiUd. 
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When  Henrral  Ripley  g-ave  the  order  for  the  aj-iny  to  retire,  <Virfctcd  \hr 
several  coni  m  jiuii  rs  of  batljilioas  to  collect  rill  the  wounded;  and  m  the  in- 
terval i>ciQf«  rcuriog*  kkC  Qtcd  everj.cxeriioQ  to  hare  tbia  order  properly  jeJie- 
c«ited. 

"Wliile  the  Army  vu  moving  bajtk  end  afterwards,  he  knows  of  no  odier 
■Mitirai  h*in|^  tekMi  honea,  aut^ply  drag-ropes,  and  briny  «ff  the 

MtHlMj^vMok  fenwimri^  iltt  htlgliUb  with  tte  MiecptitA  oF  the  ^imelhr 
«M»  wlUeli  had  bM  MllMl  dm  the  hai. 

Aflif  19 oMook M  nighi  the  inay  Mfiiaed  thdr  cttip.  The  witMlM«dd- 
ed,  that  the  pickela  end  vaahtng  partiea  were  aoi  hMttghtup,  nor  at  all  en- 
gaged during  the  action.  Shortly  after  the  return  to  camp,  atNNit  one  o'clock, 
Major  general  Brown  directed  Rrlp-Rdier-pcncral  Riplt-y  *  *  The  Ge- 
neral Order  dissolving  the  Court,  which  follow*!,  waa  at  ^I"^  pcnuJ  of  ilie  in- 
vesligaiion,  received  by  the  Preji ideal,  and  no  further  testimony  wa«  hear4. ' 

I  certiiy'thflt  the  fbregohif  it  atfue  coiiy  of  the  minutei  end  prooeedingi 
off  the  Court  of  Enquiiy  of  which  Major-general  H.  Dearborn  was  President, 
•0  far  as  the  Court  proceeded  in  the  inrestigation of  theeubject  matter  citjfMA- 

ed  bj  the  General  Order  constituting  <;aid  Court 

(Signed)  £V£RT  A.  BA^CKMM,  Vw^g  Mwcatc, 

The  mdcnigMd  eAecre*  who-  ttrted  in  Genend  ]lipl«f*t  brigade  at  the 
battle  of  Brtdge«Bter«  do  eertUy  eii*hoiiiMuv  that  the  narratire  given  in  the 
Ibregoing  mtnatea  of  Captain  M1>oaald*s  testimony,  cofrespenda  with  our 
knovledgfe  and  recollection  of  the  conduct  of  Gcnehd  Bipley,  and  the  opefa- 
Hons  of  his  brigade  during  that  actum, 
wtaco^,  March  im,  1815. 

(Signed)  N.  S.  CLAIIKE,  Capt.  and  Bri^.  Maj.  %i  BritrntU. 

Lieut.  JNO.  P.  LIVINGSTON,  Jdnncru  21d  Jnfanr. 
JOHN  W.  HOLDINt;,  I^fut.  aud  lirig  .M.; m  (;rn  Miilcr, 
and  Adj.  of  the  2lit  Reg.  of  Infant,  at  the  JS utile  uj  Jind^ewatcr, 

6BNERAL  ORDER. 
^d^utantatid  In  specter- GeneraVt  OJ^Ce,  4th  Mai  eh,  1S15. 
The  Conrt  of  Enqinry,  of  wh irh  Major-c^t-npral  Dearhorn  is  Prpsitlent,  wlilch 
was  orilcTc!  to  iuvcstigaie  the  conduct  of  iingadier-gcjiend  liipieyf  during  the 
last  campaign,  )s discharged  from  that  service: 

The  Congress  of  the  United  States  having  approved  his  conduct  by  a  highly 
GOmplimentafy  resolve,  and  the  Preaident  being  pleased  to  express  his  favour- 
able opmion  of  the  military  chaiaeler  of  General  Bipley,  he  will-  honoo^bly^ 
letnnmhtaeommand,  ByQi»der»  ' 

(Sigimd)  'n.  PABKEB,  Jt.  mdL  GentraL 

•  '  4 

No.  XT. 

XeSTIMOMY  OF  BRIGAUIEB-GENERAL  MtU.KIt. 

Fort  Erie,  S<pt  4ih,  1814. 
•Sir. — I  improvt  the  opportunity  which  a  short  indulgenre  from  duty  allows, 
of  hastily  commaaicaiing  to  you  the  occuzrenccs  of  the  acttou  of  the  ^ih,  and 
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tbe  pcefcnt  BttuaUon  oi  the  army,  which  U  now  closely  uivckied  hy  ihe  eneinj 
aft  this  poit 

On  tbe'dSib  General  Scott  .waa  detached  frotpi  ovr  potttioa  mi  Ohippcwi  by 
GenenI  firrnrn,  with  dureetiona  f  teufsf  i^utmtkimH:  He  ttaiched  wUk  Mi% 
own  brigade*  and  in  two  houra  |hc  aouad  of  hia  miaketry  informed  U9  th^t  he  • 
was  cloaely  engaged  whh  the  cneny.  At  this  time,  the  2d'  bri^udc  and  othc« 
corps  were  qu'tetly  rsaiainio|^  in  canip.  AH  immediately  inarched,  wilhovt 
callint^  in  our  pickets  and  other  parties,  to  the  support  of  the  1st  bric^adr.— 
We  K  i!  cm  at  the  dibl.ince  of  three  miles,  gallaiilly  supporting  a  iriost  un- 
equal coidlict.  Our  arrival  was  a  little  past  auii-set*  and  soon  ehaiiged  Uio 
a^ett  of  liie  field. 

^  TJie  enemy's  artillery  was  advantageously  posted  upon  an  eminence  cam* 
inlSUlhtgthe  plain'.  Thedaatrnctionwiiich  it  dealt  ihrough  our  rai^s,  sug> 

'  geaiid  the  iraperioiu  neoeaVrtf  of  carrying  .the  beigbt.  Tkk  ^Omsral  BijUcy 
dirtettd  t9  be  d/me  with  hie  ewH  An^ds— thd  21^  i  re^ibent*  advftnoed  and 
ehargod  the  battery'tn  front :  ho  led  tl|a  23d  upon  their  Jhnb^-^ih  theie  re- 

lygimonta  pi^aenl»  were  less  than  700  men.  Tike  mwemeta  «d«  performed  in  the 
vtett  hemic  mamter  by  b^th  re^ment9,  and  in  a  few  raiautea  we  found  ourselves 
in  posscistoTt  of  the  whole  park,  consisting  of  seven  pieces,  and  the  enemy 
was  routf'f!  -n  every  direction.  13ut  his  liiK*  was  soon  formed  in  rear  of  the  ar- 
tillery, and  sc  vrr:d  m  ist  desperate  charges  wei-c  made  to  regain  the  grovmd 
and  arlillery,  irvm  w  luch  he  liail  bct-n  driven  ;  he  was  repulsed  as  often  as  the 

'attempt  was  renewed,  with  great  i>laughter.  During  tvo  or  three  dtargea  the 
conteti  vfiu  carried  em     the2d  brigcuie.   General  Porter  aooo  brought  up  his 

•^Dommand  to  aopport  it :  and  Liei|tenant«eo1o«d  Jesup,  with  the  25th  regifnent^. 
alio  atrivtd  at  tbo  aame  point  The  action  «loaod  11  fr'ok>ak»and  we  found 
oitnelvea  !n  eootplete  poascaaioo  of  the  lield«  the  eoeiny  baring  been  driven  at 
every  point  Wi  Tpeeimdeteer  on  Aanr,  wilen  General  Brewn  ordered  General 
JRipity  ^  retire  to  the-  eait^  tMe  mevement  wat  effected  in  perfeet  order,  but 
thnmgn  tome  unfortunate  eircttnutmct,  the  trophies  of  our  vittory,  the  artillery, 
Tvere  not  carried  off .  As  Centra!  /?ro7tn  remained  in  comn^nnd  upon  ihe  field  xm- 
til  we  retired,  I  do  not  consider  General  Uipley  in  tlic  least  accountable  for  this  ne- 
fflect,  viovf  r^ficcinUy  ns  I  understoQd  the  order  toas  to  retire  immediately.  Some 
have  shrAvii  a  disposition  to  detract  from  the  merit  of  Gcneriil  liipley,  and  to 
charge  upon  him  the  conusUstion  of  all  t/ie  errors  w/uch  occurred.  I  am,  howe> 
vcr,  fully  aatiafiad  of  bit  good  oonduot  geneaally  ai  att  oflteer,  as  weU  aa  of  bia 
diaocmincnt  and  ability  in  the  fieM  po^thb  day. 

*  General  Miller  at  thia  tine  commanded  the  2Ut  tegtnenf^  and  kd  k  to 
thiaobarge. 


No«XIL 

£xtreet  qf.  a  ^Leltet  frm  Major^eneral  Srem  te  the  Seerettiry  of  fVar,  • 
Yott  are  already  appriaed  that  the  army  had  otf  the  SJjtb  ult  taken  a  posi> 
tton  At  Chippewa.  About  nopn  of  that  dayi*€olonol  8v&Ft>  wbb  was  poated  at 
Iiow'iatown,  advtfed  me  by  espvtaa,  that  tbe  cnomj  appsi^  in  coaaidttmbit 
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t'^rce  in  Queenitoim  and  on  its  heights  t  that  four  of  the  enemy's  fleet  had  ac«> 
rireil  <lnring  the  preceding"  night,  and  were  ihcn  Irving'  near  Fort  Niagara, 
and  iliat  a  number  of  boats  uerc  in  view,  muvingup  the  strait.    Wah  n  a  few 
Hi  I  nil  te*  afler  this  intcUigenci' had  been  received,  1  \v:(S  further  inlora-cl  by 
C  tf|>i»m  Denmon,  of  the  qaarlcr-maslcr's  dc  j):irmicnt,  lhat  ihc'cnerny  was 
iMndjog*  at  L«wi6town,  and  that  our  biiggage  aiid  stores  at  Schlosser,  aiid  on 
ihoif  way  thicker,  were  in  danger  of  immediate  cajHurc,   It  is  proper  hex*  to 
meatiQn»  tbit  kmriaip  raedfiid  advieM  m  Ute  is  tlie  SOlli  fnm  Gtoenl  Cteiaca 
ihit  iNir  fl«At  WM  tte  in  porty  gad  the  CoiVDodMe  ikkr-ve  cmod  ^ 
for  QO«gptciitMB from  tli*t  i|«arttr»  and  dttwRninad  to.dlitiiemnb^r  otirsdvev 
of  btfgtfiy  and  maidi  dir«et|j  ftr  BurUaKlon  hei^lKs.  To  m»A  this  itbmd 
tton,  and  to  draw  freto  BcMoaicr  a  amall  supply  of  proviaiona.  I  fell  badtlSl 
Chippewa.    A«  this  arrangement,  under  the  increased  force  of  the  enen>5', Icffe 
iuac!i  at  hazard  on  onr  own  side  of  the  Xlaj^.ira,  and  as  it  appeared  by  the  be- 
Jore  Stated  infornrtation,  that  the  crcmv  w.ti  nHnni  lo  avail  himself  of  it,  I  con- 
ceived that  the  most  effectual  inctliod  <A'  T(-cA\\\i\'^  him  from  this  object,  was 
to  put  myself  in  motion  towurds  QuccnstowTJ.  ii(;ueral  Scolt,  with  the  Istbri-  ^ 
gade,  Towsoii*s  arUlLery,  and  all  the  dragoons  and  mouiited  men«  were  accord- 
ingly put  la  aareli  on  tiM  imd  kading  thither,  witli  orden  to  topoit  if  tlie 
enemy  appealed*  and  to  call  Ibr  aai iatanee  if  that  waa  necatsary.  On  the  Ge<  - 
Mral"t  arrival  at  the  Fallt,  be  Jaamed  that  tha  eaemx  waa  in  force  direedy  ia 
hie  front— «  narrow  piece  of  wood*  atone  intercepting  his  Tiew^of  them.  Wait^. 
ing  only  to  g^ve  Uiis  information,  he  adranoed  upoa  tbem.  By  the  time  as^,"; 
•tstnnt  Adjutant^hcral.[J9iies]  had  delivered  his  message,  t)ie  action  began*  ' 
and  before  the  remaining  part  of  the  division  had  crossed  the  Cluppcwa,  it 
had  become  close  and  g^eneral  J>f'tween  the  advance  corps     Thoiipli  General 
l?tplfy  with  the  2d  bri^fade,  M.ijor  Hlndm.m  with  the  ct  -^ps    f  artillery,  and 
(.♦•ncial  Porter  at  tlic  fiead  of  his  comoianil,  !iad  respectively  prcsst  J  forward 
With  ardour,  it  was  nut  less  than  an  hour  before  they  were  brought  to  sustain 
General  Sct>tt^  during  wbioh  tine  his  command  most  skilfully  and  gallantly 
maintoincd  the  eoalliet.   Upon  my  arrival  I  ibund  that  the  General  had  past- 
ed  the  wood  and  engaged  the  enemy  at  Qaeenatnwn  road,  and  on  the  ground 
to  the  left  of  it,  with  the  9th,  Itth,  and  22d  regineiUa,  and  Towson^a  artille- 
ry. The  Sith  had  been  thrown  to  the  right,  to  be  governed  by  cireumstanees. 
Apprehending  that  these  corps  were  much  exhauated,  and  knowing  that  they 
had  suffered  severely,  I  determined  to  interpose  a  new  line  witli  the  advancing 
troops,  and  thua  ditcng-jig^e  (  Jf-ncral  Scott,  and  hold  his  bripjade  in  reserve. 

Having  been  for  soiuo  timr  woutulcd,  and  bclnj::^  a  pond  deal  exhausted  hy 
lo«;s  of  blood,  it  became  my  to  devoh  c  lite  ci.mmand  on  General  Scott, 

aiid  retire  from  the  fjcld ;  but  on  cn  iuiry,  I  had  the  misfortune  lo  learn  that  he 
was  disabled  by  wounds;  I  thecefore  kept  my  post,  and  had  the  satisfaction 
to  see  the  enemy*a  laat  eiSbrt  repulsed,  t  now  consigned  the  command  to  Ge* 
neral  Ripley. 

While  retiring  from  the  fi^d,  I  saw  and  lelt  that  the  victory  was  onmplete 
on  o(ir  part,  if  proper  meamfea  wefe  |irqaipt]y  adopted  to  secte  it.  The  ex- 
Itauatiea  of  the  men  was  however  such,  aa  made  sotee  rttfresbmei)!t  ntcessaiy. — 
They  particularly  reqjuired  water.  I  was  myself  extremely  sensible  of  the 
waAtof  ibis  oe<;t«tary article.  I  therefore  believed  it  proper  that.  Gei^ral 
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Biptqr  tod  tb^  tn9pBiiltmMimmf^ta€nt^»  9iitrlm 

voBoidtody  tad  the  utitlcry  i  .and  in  tSti  I  mm  via  difficulty,  w  the  enemy  had 

Mtifefy  ceased  to  Mt.  Within  an  hour  after  my  ariival  in  caoTp;  !  was  inform- 

^that  General  Ripley  had  returned  without  annoyance  and  in  good  order.  ! 
now  sent  jor  him,  and  after  g'lving  bim  my  reasons  tor  the  measure  I  was  about 
«o  adopt,  ordered  him  to  put  the  troops  into  tht  best  possible  cundition  ,  to 
give  to  lUtm  the  necessary  refreshment ;  to  take  wiih  Inm  the  pickets  and  camp 
guanU^  and  every  <|]thg||  dcacription  of  force;  to  put  himself  on  the  field  of 
teUlvUfttbe  day  da«£d»  and  tkere  to  meet  and  beat  tbe  e^cmy  if  lift  affda 
•ppe«t«d«  To  thia  ofdcir  ibe  nide  no  oljtctioiH  and  I  relied  upon  iu  eioea-^ 
tion.  It  WW  not  exemited.  I  feel  most  wBtibly  lioir  iiuidequite  ate  lagr  pov* 
en  tn  epeekliif  of  the  treope,  to  do  juetaee  either  to  their  mertte  or  to  mjcrnn  '' 
9am  of  thein.  tTpder  eUet  diftetioB,  they  might  hefo  dene  more  end 
oener*  4» 


No.  XIII. 

TESTIMONY  OF  AlWUTANT  UVINGSTON. 

•Sacket*t  Harbour,  6ih  March,  JSI  t 
On  tlie  night  of  the  Soth  July,  lbl4,  al  the  b:itt!c  of  Bridg^ewatcr,  Major 
Austin,  aid  to  jor-general  Brown,  ^ave  orders  to  lin^.'^.^clc  major  Clarke  and 
myself  to  commuaiciiie  to  (»eni_-r;il  liipi^y  that  Generals  lirowrn  and  Scott  w  ere 
woanded)  and  tliQ  ccmitianii  devolved  on  General  Hipley  ;  and  that  it  was  Gc- 
neral  Brown*a  i^rders  that  General  Ripley  should  niarch  the  troops  fron  the 
ield  of  action  to  the  mouth  of  Chippewa  Creeitt  where  the  eniijr  Had  cncaoip- 
ed  pre?  but  to  the  battfe»  without  delay;  and  if  he  wai  attacked  in  making  bi» 
retreat*  he  jhoald  defend  himaetf.  Thia  order  we  meiied  at  the  White 
House,  about  half  a  mile  fr<^  whrte  the  hettle  vas  fought.  We  accordingly 
made  all  haste  to  inform  you  of  this  ordert  which  order  Brigade-major  Clarice 
comniunicatcd  to  you,  Sir,  in  my  presence.  Previous  however  to  your  receir- 
ing  this  order,  there  were,  I  should  say,  ten  or  twelve  wagons  going  to  the 
field  of  battle,  to  carry  of!"  the  wounded  :  they  hud  arrived  as  far  as  the  White 
House,  wiicn  they  were  ordered  not  to  procctd  any  further,  but  to  return  to 
camp,  i  cannot  say  who  gave  the  order  for  them  not  to  proceed  any  fur- 
ther. 

Your  moat  obedient,  moat  humble  aerr«Qt« 

(Signed)  JNO.  P.  LIVIM68TON.  .^djutma  S3d  J^T- 


.  No^XIY. 

COLOKBL  nnn>MAN>S  STATEMENT. 
After  the  enemy  was  repuUcd  at  BridgewAier  the  last  time  by  our  troops  on 
the  hill,  I  rode  to  the  re^r  to  bring  up  my  spare  immuoition  w&gons.  On  my 
return  witfi  them,  I  met  General  Brown,  who  |$are  me  orders  to  the  following 
e<l^ct  i  *'  C«llect  your  artillisty  as  weH  as  you  oaA,  and  tetire  immed'iiately*  we 
shall  all  march  to  camp.^  He  ohserrcd  that  we  iMid  dene  aa  much  aa  we  could 
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da  I  that  nouly  all  our  oAem  killed  or  vovnMt  tli«t  Iw  JiiaiMlf  wift 
woundcda  and  he  tlicNmlit  it  bett  Co  retire  to  awp.  1  proceeded  to  eseoate 

my  orders — the  firin;^  had  ccnodvi— When  m>on  the  bill  with  the  troops,  I  in- 
^uii«d  lor  Geocral  Ripley,  to  eommiinlcete  the  orders  1  had  reeeiftd.  1  did 

not  see  Generml  Rtplry  at  that  time. 

f mmrdi.itrlv  after  this,  I  turned  my  attention  to  g-etting  off  tlie  enemy's 
brass  pounder,  ;ind  for  this  purpose  (Vtached  I/tculcnaiu  Fontaine,  of  the 
artillery,  wah  orders  lo  take  it  from  the  ticld,  muV  afterwards  ordered  Lieotc- 
tuuil  Kiiveard,  of  the  artillery,  to  assist  htm.  1  then  rode  to  the  bottom  of  the 
hill,  and  after  great  difficulty,  procured  some  horses,  and  at  the  same  time  or- 
dered aeveral  vagona  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  to  brio|^  off  the  woofided.  On  ajr 
retarn  to  the  Ipuo,  aome  of  the  wagons  having  prerioualy  reached  the  hifl*  I 
diaeoirerad  the  fun  and  wagena  itt  pcaaeaaton  of  the  cnevgri  aome  of  the  men  - 
and  horaea  were  capCiired-i4  left  the  fleld  at  the  aanie  tiaw.  When  I  reached 
the  troops  on  their  return  to  camp.  Lieu  tenant  POVtatne  inibrreed  me,  that  I 
had  left  him  but  a  fow  minutes,  before  the  enemy  charged  his  little  party  at 
the  iTun,  and  made  them  all  priitonefs. .  Heeacapcd  by  daahiag  through  their 
ranks  on  liorseback,  it  bcinp  darlc. 

In  mybl'inion^  not  more  than  fifteen  hundred  men  could  have  be(;n  collected 
in  our  camp  fur  battle,  oo  the  morninfro'  ibc  26'b  of  July. 

(Si^d)  J.  BtHDMAN,  Brroet  Litut,  Col,  U.  S.A, 


No.  XV. 

See  Appendix*  No.  XII.. 
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LIEUTENANT  TAPPAN'S  STATEMENT. 

On  the  return  of  th«  amy  to  camp,  the  corps  to  which  I  bebnged  was  ata« 
tioned  at  the  bridge  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Chippewa,  to  g-nard  that  paae 
from  surprise.  Just  after  the  dawn  of  day  on  the  next  morning,  tfic  army  was 
put  in  motion  ;  but  the  sun  had  acquired  a  conHider:ible  elevation,  before  our 
column  t^kcn  up  a  line  of  march  towanis  ihc  g/OLHid  occupied  by  us  the 
prectdiiig  lu^ht.  lu  ihis  inlcrvai  juslice  compeli  nic  to  i»ay,  that  your  exertions 
were  unremitted  to  arrange,  coticcntrate,  and  precipitate  your  force  upon  the 
enemy,  with  the  Itaet  poaiSUe  delay.  A  variety  of  caoaea,  however,  tended  to 
fetard  the  liilftlfncnt  of  yonr  deaigna  and  ariafaea ;  among  arhieh  the  death  or 
diaahiliQr  many  of.  our  aUeat  oiSeera;  the  extreme  &tigae  of  the  troopa^ 
and  the  diapeeeed  and  deranged  atait  the  ififferent  corps,  may  be  eodme* 
rated.  Corroborative  ef  the  latter  estimation,  I  ahall  remarkt  that,  of  tlic 
company  whioh  I  comninded,  consisting  of  fbrty^fiTe  effectivci  on  the  field,  of 
▼oi».  t.  (e) 
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Wbich  MYtnteen  only  wttt  killed  or  woandedt  1  vat  able  tomnsler^ut  nuie^  on 
the  return  of  oar  irgirncnt  to  Chippeira  brid^  the  preceding  nigfat. 

Having  proceetled  about  half  a  mile  on  the  Quccnstown  road,  1  was  ordered 
(by  General  Ripley)  in  conjunction  with  Lieutenant  Riddle,  of  tJic  T5th  infan* 
trj',  to  proceed  with  our  respective  cnim[ianies  through  the  wno^ls  on  our  left, 
advance  townn!?;  the  enemy,  and  reconnoitre  his  position,  strength,  and  inovc- 
meuts.  Ills  order  was  executed.  On  unmasking  from  the  woods,  we  disco- 
vered the  enemy  posted  on  a  heiglil,  about  a  mile  m  advance  of  llie  ground 
Inhere  we  lefi  him.  His  whole  battery  was  planted  on  an  eminence  upon  tbe 
right  of  tlie  road ;  hit  left  exlenM  inline,  ao  far  at  I  coold  aee*  through  en 
orchard  (ovarda  the  Niagara,  by  which  that  flank  wai  undonbtedly  protected. 
Hta  right  wai  ln  column  near  the  battery,  in  ibree,  aiipaiently  more  then  auffi* 
eient  when  diaptayed  into  line,  to  extend  to  a  wood,  diiBcult  to  he  penetrated. 
The  column  and  line  of  the  enemy  was  in  Brttiah  artillery  and  InfaYitiy  uniform. 
I  saw  no  dragoons,  (a  few  videttet  and  pairoles  excepted,)  no  Glengartans,  mi- 
litia, nor  Indians.  The  enpmy's  numbers,  which  I  cndc;ivourrd  to  ascertain 
with  as  ^reni  degree  of  comparative  accuracy  as  possihlc,  must  have  been  at 
least,  one  i^uArtcr,  or  one  third  part,  g-reatcr  than  youi  whole  effective  force, 
llis  position  was  commanding,  Uis  flanks  well  covered,  his  centre  Impenetra- 
ble, unaiaailable,  and  it  would,  in  my  humble  opinion,  have  been  an  act  of  raah> 
neas  bordering  on  inaanity.  to  have  attempted  an  attack  on  a  veteran  foe,  poa- 
neaaing  evety  advantage,  excepting  zeal,  intelligence,  and  intmpidity. 

(Signed)         SAMUEL  TAPPAN,  Ifllieuf.  23d  J7r^.  CT.  i// 


No.  XViL 

Extract  •/  a  Letter  Jrwn  Ideutenoni^eneral  JUrumwnd  t9  Earl  3athwttt  dated 
Upper  Canada,  near  Magara  foRe,  Jahf  QTth,  1814. 

I  embarked  on  board  bia  Majesty's  schooner  Ketley,  at  York,  on  Sunday 
evening,  the  24th  anst.  and  reached  Niagara  at  day-break  the  following  morn- 
ing. Finding  from  Lieutenant<«olDnel  Tucker  tiiat  Major-general  Riall  waa 
understood  to  be  moving  towards  the  Falla  of  Niagara  to  aupporl  the  advance 

of  his  division,  which  he  liad  pushed  on  to  that  place  on  the  preceding  even- 
ing, 1  ordered  Licutenanl-colonel  Morrison,  with  the  89th  regiment  and  a 
Utchmcnt  of  the  Royals  and  Klng'u,  drawn  from  Fort  Gcorp;^e  and  Misslssaga, 
to  proceed  to  the  pnme  pdint,  in  order  that,  with  the  united  f-jrcp,  T  mivrht  act 
ag-ainstlhe  encmv  (\v.y-^\<  <]  at  Slreefa*  Creek,  with  his  advance  at  Chippewa)  on 
my  arrival,  it  iL  should  be  found  expedient.  1  ordered  Lieutenant-colonel 
Tucker,  at  the  same  time,  to  proceed  on  the  right  bank  of  tlie  riv«r,  with  three 
hundred  of  the  41at,  and  about  two  hundred  of  the  Boyal  Scota,  and  a  foody  of 
Indian  warriora,  supported  (on  the  ttver)  by  a  party  of  armed  aeamen,  under 
Ciptain  Bobbr,  Boyal  navy.  The  object  of  thia  mofiement  was  to  diapene  or 
capture  a  body  of  the  enemy  which  waa  encamped  at  Lewiatown.  Some  una- 
voidabWdoley  hmring  ocenrred  in  the  march  of  (betroope  up  the  right  bank, 


Digitized  by  Google 


the  enemy  )ud  moved  ofT  previous  to  Lieutenant-colonel  Tuckcr'a  lurrivU.  I 
have  to  expre*;'*  tiy.sclf  satisfied  wllli  the  exertions  of  that  officer. 

Having  refi  C'»liO(.l  the  troops  at  fi  it-cnstown,  and  hnring"  brought  acrc^s  the 
4  1st,  Ujyab,  an^l  Indian*,  f  tent  batlc  the  list  niul  10ot.li  regiments  to  fi  i  :ii  the 
l^arrtsons  of  the  t'ort4  George,  Mississagu,  unci  Niagara,  Oitdcr  Licutctiant-co- 
loficl  Tacker,  and  mofvd,  wisti  the  fl9lh,  and  detachments  of  the  Iloyals  and 
King's,  tnd  light eMAfHwy  of  the  41it»  in  all  about  800  men,  to  join  M^jur  .go^ 
nerat  Kiall'k  divitioo  at  the  Falli. 

When  arrived  within  a  hw  nutei  of  that  poaitbn,  I  met  a  report  from  Ma* 
Jor  g'enerarRiall,  that  the  enemy  was  adraiieing-  in  j^reat  force.  1  inimediatety 
pushed  on,  and  joined  the  head  of  Lieuten»nt-coIonel  Morrison*s  column,  just 
as  it  reached  the  mad  ieading^towards  tlic  llcavcr  Dam  over  the  summit  of  the 
hill  at  Luiuly'i  lano.  Instead  of  the  whole  of  Major-^cueral  Hiall's  division, 
which  I  expected  to  have  fourd  occupyinj;^  tin?* positiott,  1  fouhd  it  almost  in  the 
OC€upalion  of  the  eiicmv,  w  hoac  c«»luinns  wcrt:  ^s  iilim  bOi>  yards  of  the  lop  of 
the  hitl,  and  the  surroutuiing  woodi»  tilled  with  Uii>  light  lioups.  The  advajice 
of  Major-ge nerat  RiaiPa  diviiloii,  coDiiating  of  the  Gkngary  light Iftfimtry  and 
iMorpomfted  nilitia»  having  commeneed  their  retreat  upon  Fort  George,  I 
oonntermanded  these  corps,  and  formed  the  89th  regiment  and  the  dojal 
Seots  detachmenta,  and  41at  tight  eorapanies,  in  the  rear  of  the  hill,  their  left 
resting  on  the  great  road  ;  my  tvo  tventjf-four  pounder  brass  field  guns  a  little 
advanced  in  front  nf  tlic  centre  on  the  summit  of  the  hill;  the  Glengary  light 
infantry  on  the  rij^ht,  the  battalion  of  incorporated  militia,  and  the  detachment 
of  the  King's  ref^imcnt  on  the  left  of  the  great  road;  the  srpiadron  of  19th 
light  draj^oons  in  the  rear  of  the  left  on  the  road.  I  had  scarcely  completed 
this  formaliuii,  when  the  whole  front  was  warmly  and  closely  engaged.  The 
enemy's  principal  efTorta  were  directed  againat  omr  left  and  centre.  After  re- 
peated i%cks,  the  troops  on  the  left  were  partially  foreed  hack»  and  the  ene- 
my  gaio^ft  a  momentary  possession  of  the  road.  This  gave  him*  however*  w 
material  advantage*  as  the  troops  which  had  been  forced  haek  formed  in  rear 
of  the  89th  regiment,  taiting  the  road*  and  seenring  the  Bank,  it  was  der- 
injc  thw  short  interval  that  Major-general  Riall,  lieving  received  a  severe 
wound,  was  intercepted  as  he  was  passing  to  the  rear,  by  a  party  of  the  ene- 
my's cavalry,  and  made  prisoner.  In  the  centre,  the  repealed  and  determined 
attacks  of  the  enemy  were  met  by  the  Sytli  regiment,  the  detachmcnls  of  the 
Royals  and  Kinj^'s,  and  the  liirht  company  4l8t  regiment,  wiili  the  most  per- 
icct  steadiness  ajid  intrepid  gallantry,  and  the  enemy  waa  constantly  repulsed 
with  very  heavy  loss.  In  so  determined  «  manner  were  these  attaclu  directed 
againat  onr  guns,  that  oar  artilleiymen  were  ,  bayoneted  by  the  enemy  in  the 
act  of  leading,  and  the  muzsles  of  the  enemy's  guns  were  advanced  within  a 
few  yatds  of  oar's.  The  darkness*  of  the  night,  during  this  extraordinary  con*  . 
Eiftt,  occasioned  several  uncommon  ^idents :  our  troops  having  for  a  moment, 
been  pushed  baclE,  some  of  Our  guns  remained  for  a  few  minutes  in  the  ene- 
my's hands  .  they  were,  however,  not  only  quickly  recovered,  but  the  two 
pieces,  a  six  pounder  and  a  five  and  a  half  inch  howitzer,  wliich  the  enemy 
Iiud  brought  up,  were  captured  by  us,  together  with  several  tumbrils  ;  and  in 
limbering-  up  om-  .^''uiia  at  one  period,  one  of  the  enemy's  six  pounders  was 
put,  l>v  iiuiiUkc,  upon  a  limber  of  our's,  and  one  of  our  six  pounders  limbered 
jn  on;  of  his ;  by  which  means  the  pieces  were  exchanged ;  »ad  thus,  though 
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yrt  etptitted  two  of  kit  yet,  u  he  obuintd  que  of  our'a^  we  Umto  gtined 
Old  J  one  gun. 

Atoat  nine  o'clock  (ihe  action  having  commenced  at  six)  there  was  a  short 
intermistion  of  firing^*  during-  wbich  it  appears  the  enemy  ^vus  employed 
^  \n  hring-ing-  up  the  u  h.de  of  his  femaining^  force,  and  he  shortly  afierward*;  re- 
newed his  aitack  With  fresh  troops,  but  was  every  where  repulsed  with  lijuh! 
'      gailnnlrv  and  success.    About  this  period  the  remainder  of  Major-general 
's  division,  winch  had  been  ordered  to  retire  on  the  advance  of  the  ene« 
^  way,  cooaiating  of  the  103d  regiment,  under  CokMiel  Scott ;  the  heed-quarter 
diviatpn  of  the  Boyal  SeoCs  s  the  heod>qoaiter  diTiskm  of  the  M  or  Ring^s  s 

\  fltnk  componiee  ICMdi  t  aonie  detaehments  of  militn,  under  Lieutenant-eoUMnel 
Bsmilioii,  inapceting  ield-6ffieer»  joined  the  troop*  engaged  i  and  I  placed 
them  in  a  second  line,  with  the  eiception  of  the  Eoyal  Scots,  and  (lank  compa- 
nies 104th,  with  which  I  prolonged  my  front  line  on  the  right,  where  I  was  ap- 
prehensive of  the  enemy's  oui-flankin|f  me.   The  enemy's  efforts  to  carr\  the 

*  hill  were  contmned  until  about  midmc^ht,  when  he  had  suffered  so  severely 
from  t!ie  superior  steadiness  and  discipline  oi  his  Majesty's  troops,  that  he 
gave  up  tilt!  contest,  and  retreated  with  ^ncai  precipitation  to  his  camp  be- 
yond the  Chippewa.  On  the  following  dity  lie  abandoned  iiis  camp,  ihrew  the 
greatest  part  o^  hit  baggage,  camp^equipage,  and  provisions,  into  the  Rapids ; 
•ndluviiigaetfireto  StMefi  Mills  and  deatnyed  the  bridge  at  Chippewa, 
coationed  hia  tetmt  in  great  disorder  towards  Fort  Erie.  My  light  troope, 
catalry,  and  Indiana,  are  detaobed  bi-pursuit,  and  to  harass  hb  retreat,  whieh 
I  doubt  not  he  will  continue  until  be  reaches  bis  own  shore. 

The  loss  sustained  by  the  enemy  in  tbia  eevete  action  cannot  be  eslinated  at 
less  than  fifteen  hundre<l  men,  including  several  httndreds  of  prisoners  left  in 
our  hands  ;  his  two  commandinpr  Gene  rals,  Hrown  and  ScoU,  are  siid  to  be 
%vonnded;  his  whole  force,  which  h:m  nt'vrr  beei^  rated  at  less  than  five  thou- 
sand, liaving  been  engaged.  Kncloacd  1  iiave  ilu-  honour  to  transmit  a  i  ttum 
of  our  loss,  which  has  been  very  considerable*  The  number  of  troops  under 
mf  cM|^  did  not  ibr  the  lint  three  bourn  esceed  sixteen  hundred  men  ;  the 
addHioKf  ^e  troopi  under  Colonel  Scott  did  not  inereaae  it  to  more  than  two 
^heoiaad  eight  hundred  of  every  deseriptifitt. 

«- 

>,  * 
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Extract  of  a  Letter  from  General  JVinder  to  the  Secretar*^  oj  li  ar,  uated  Juiy 

9tk,  1814. 

The  objects  of  the  command  which  has  been  conferred  upon  me,  have,  con- 
sequently, since  I  received  it*  occupied  my  serious  consideration. 

The  utmost  reguhir  force,  which  it  is  probable  can,  in  the  present  state  of 
ifiaire^  be  placed  at  my  command,  including  the  ibree  necessary  for  garrison* 
ing  the  sereral  Ibrts,  will  not  exceed  IClpOt  and  some  weeks  will  neeessarilj 
ebpse  before  the  detachments  from  Virginia  and  Carlisle  witt  jeach  my  dis* 
trict :  The  detachments  of  the  36th  and  S9th  are  therefore  the  only  treopa  that 


i 
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I  can  expert  to  h.ivc  in  tUc  field  iu  tlic  mean  Umc ;  and  wlion  tlsosL'  oiUcr  dt- 
tAChments  ji'in,  ihc  utinosi  fu'lu  force  \\  ill  be  seven  to  eight  huii'lir<!. 

In  conversuiitun  with  you  at  Washln),tun,  I  uDderminod  tiie  idcaf  at  prci»cn' 
enterUined  reUtire  to  the  auziltary  miUtU  force  proposed  for  tlie  dUtrict,  to 
be^thift  It (riMOl  he  dfdM anddirfcMtfedi  boiduit aoptft  ofUii  to  be  ealled 
tetelbeSddvnliltlMlMileftrat^  m«  m  tU  Cbesapt^  tball  fa«  ronibreed 
to  mA  M  cKlHt*  ai  to  fender  if  probeble  that  »  Krioni  attack  la  contem- 
ylaied* 

The  iimmft  iatt  hat  now  ipent  more  than  a  twelmnonth  in  the  waters  of 
the  Cheaapeak  {  and  derinf  that  time  has  visited  almost  every  river  fulling  into 

the  bay  ;  and  rotist  be  presumed  to  have  such  accurate  inrnrination,  that  what- 
ever expedition  niay  he  destined  to  thi-sc  waters  will  have  a  tlLfinilive  object, 
to  the  execution  of  which,  on  its  arrival,  it  will  proceed  with  the  utmc  i-t 
promptitude  and  ilcsp;uch.    SImuld  Wnshmf'-lon,  Bahiinorc,  or  Annapolis,  be 
their  object,  whai  pos«ible  chance  wiU  there  be  of  collecting  a  force,  after  the 
iivifal  of  tka  eocmy,  to  interpose  between  them  and  either  of  thoae  placea  ? 
Tbtj  em  pracecd»  witke«l  dropping  MhoTa  to  vitbln  IhMe  hourt*  rowing^ 
aed aatehiiif  of  MtkMros  vhhin  leaa  of  AiiMipoUai  and  «poii  arming; oiT 
Soatttrhart  chi  debarit»  and  be  ie  WaabinKton  in  n  di^  aod  a  half.  This  ce- 
lerity of  MMneet,  on  their  part,  is  not  probable*  owing  to  adverae  weather 
and  other  eaaiet  t  but  if  the  eneny  baa  been  active,  while  in  ottr  waters,  to 
aequire  a  knowled^  of  our  country,  of  which  there  can  be  no  doubt,  and 
should  be  favoured  witli  wealher  nn  the  arrival  of  reinforcements,  lie  crui  he  in 
Washing^n,  Baltimore,  or  Annapolis,  in  iuur  days  from  catering  the  C  ipes. 
liut  allowing  liberally  for  all  causes  of  detention,  he  can  be  in  either  (if  lliose 
places  in  ten  days  from  his  Arrival.  What  time  will  tins  allow  us  to  hear  of  his 
arrivaU  to  disseminate  through  the  iolricaie  and  winding  channels,  the  various 
ntjew  to  the  «ilitiat  Ibr  them  to  aaaeiliMev  hate  their  offieera  designated* 
thair  atatot  aoeoutremeatSi  and  amnminitSoii.  dellfCffodt  the  tteeeiaary  supplies 
praiidedt  or  Ibr  the  eeonnandhigoflcer  to  leani  thediHerent  cot|>a  and  detaek* 
meats,  so  as  to  issue  orders  with  the  promptitude  and  certainty  so  necesssij 
in  active  operations  ?    If  the  enemy's  force  should  be  strong,  vbich,  if  it  come 
at  all,  it  will  hs^  soflioient  aumbeta  of  the  militia  could  not  he  warned  and  rati 
together,  even  as  a  disorderly  crowd,  wiihuut  arms,  nmmunition,  or  0lganisa> 
t ion,  before  the  enem5  woiilil  already  have  given  h  .%  blow. 

Would  it  not  Uicn  be  expedient  to  incrrn«Ee  the  ibrcc  of  my  command,  by 
immediately  callln^f  ont  n  porlujn  of  the  mllitia  ;  su  ili-tt,  by  Jircviously  select- 
ing the  best  positiouii  for  defence,  and  increasing,  as  far  as  possible,  the  natti 
ral  advantages  of  these  positions,  the  advance  of  the  enemy  might  be  retarded , 
his  Ibree  crippled,  and  time  and  opportunity  thus  gained  for  drawing  together 
whafeaver  other  teaoiircea  of  defence  might  be  eonpetent  to  resist  the>nemy. 
The  small  ftrce  of  i«golars  will  be  tnoompetent  to  aeeomplish  any  material 
worka  at  fofourabie  poaitiona  for  strangthening  the  deieaces,  and  to  supply  the 
various  vidette  parties^  which  it  trill  be  noceaaary  to  station  on  the  prominent 
points  of  the  bay,  to  watch  the  enemy,  and  commomeeie  bis  moremenis  with 
the  greatest  possible  desputch. 

AUo'.v  me,  Sir,  re9|>ectfnUy  to  propose  that  fonr  thousand  mililia  be  called 
out  Without  delay  ;  I  propose  to  staiiv>n  liiesc  in  equal  proportions  in  the  most 
fligiblc  positions,  between  Sqmh  river  and  Washington,  and  *m  the  vicinity  of 
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Baltimore.  Baltimore  coulJ  not  be  aided  by  a  force  stillioned  b. 
river  and  Washin^on,  unless  a  force  up  re  on  the  spot  to  retard  l] 

^  the  enemy  until  it  could  arrive,  and  so  with  respect  to  the  force  ; 
in  co-operatinff  with  that  intended  to  defend  Washington.  Eacli 
the  other  if  of  this  magnitude,  and  it  appears  to  me,  that  with  rr 
means  actually  in  the  field  and  ready  for  instant  action,  no  hope  , 

.  tamed  of  oppofcinp  the  enemy  in  assailing  cither  of  those  places. 
1  sJiall  procccil  to  Annapolis  to-morrovr,  and  have  but  little  d< 
Kxeculive  of  Maryland  w  ill  cordially  co-operate  in  affording  such 

.    may  4.e  advisable  to  call  for,  and  I  beg  you  will  permit  mc  to  pro. 

.    such  other  militia  force  as  the  I'resident  may  think  proper,  irorae 

'    9aUcd  out. 

\      I  sent  {in  order  from  Washington  for  the  detachments  of  the  3i 
.  to  move  up  to  the  head  of  South  river,  where  I  propose  to  meet  t 
upon  the  most  elijfiblc  spot  for  the  camp  intended  to  defend  Wash! 

You  will  please,  therefore,  to  direct  any  communication  to  me  tc 
which  uill  enable  me  to  m.-ikc  IIib  requisite  arrangeracnis  with  th. 
of  Maryland  at  once.-    r  * 

I      ,  ^    ^  •  --v  , 


No.  XIX. 


•A,     I  retract  0/  a  Letter  from  Jlfajor-^enerMl  /lots  to  Earl  Bathurtt,  one 
I     pnnciptU  Sccr^tarUa  of  State,  dated  Tonnant,  in  the  Patuxent  t 
1814. 

My  Lord.— T  have  the  honour  to  communicate  to  your  Lordship, 
night  of  the  24th  inst.  after  defeating  the  army  of  the  United'  Stat 
«lay,  the  troops  under  my  command  entered  and  look  possession  of 
.  /-Washington.      --^        '^m.  •         .  »v, 

It  was  determined  between  Sir  A.  Cochrane  and  myself,  to  disc 
army  at  the  village  of  Iknedict,  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Patuxent 
intention  of  co  operating  with  Hear-admiral  Cockburn  in  an  attack  i 
tilla  of  the  enemy's  gun-boats,  under  the  command  of  Commodoi 
.      On  the  20th  inst.  the  army  commenced  its  march,  having  landed  th 
I  day  withoutopposition  ;  on  the  21st  it  reached  Nottingham,  and  on  the 
^  ^ed  on  to  Upper  Marlborough,  a  few  miles  distant  from  Pig  Point  on 
ent,  where  Admiral  Cockburn  fell  in  with  and  defeated  the  flotilla  \ 
destroying  the  whole.    Having  advanced  to  within  sixteen  miles  of 
I   ton,  and  ascertaining  the  force  of  the  enemy  to  be  such  as  might  au 
'    attempt  at  carrying  his  capital,  I  determined  to  make  it,  and  accord 
the  troops  in  movement  on  the  evening  of  the  23d.    A  corps  of  al 
men  appeared  to  oppose  us,  but  retired  af  ter  firing  a  few  shots.  On  th 
troops  resumed  their  march,  and  reached  Bladensburgh,  a  village  s 
the  left  bank  of  the  eastern  branch  of  the  Potowmack,  about  five  m 
Washington. 

On  the  opposite  side  of  that  river,  the  enemy  was  discovered  stro 
ed  on  very  commanding  heights,  formed  in  two  lines,  his  advunce  oc 
•  .       *■  *■ 

»   '  '  ,  «  ^     ,    '  • 

■  ' 
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IfbrUfied  bouse,  whieh  vitti  writXhrf  covered  Ibe  liriclge  om  the  eastern 
bnwcb,  MroM  which  the  Britbh  troops  h»d  to  past.  A  broad  and  straight 
road  leadiiif  from  the  bridge  to  Waahingtoo*  raf>  through  the  eneny'a  pontion, 
vrhieh  was  caralhlly  defended  by  artillery  and  riflenen. 

The  disposition  for  the  attack  being  made,  it  was  commenced  with  so  much 
impetuosity  by  ihe  light  brigade,  conaiatang  of  the  &Sth  light  infantry  and  the 
light  infantry  companies  of  the  army,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Thorn- 
ton, tlut  i!ic  fortified  houae  waa  shortly  carried,  the  enenty  relkiog  to  the 
higher  prounils.  * 

In  su[>j)ori  of  the  lij'ht  hripfaile,  I  ordered  up  a  brlpndc  un«1er  iln.'  command 
of  Colonel  iiruokc,  v,h^i  uitli  ihe  14ih  rcf^iment  attacked  liic  enemy's  left,  tlie 
4th  reguneot  pressing  Uls  right  with  such  effect,  as  to  cattsn  him  to  abandon 
his  guns.  His  first  line  giving  way,  waa  driven  on  the  second^  whipfa,  yielding 
to  the  irresistible  attack  of  the  bayoneCy  and  the  well  directed  discbsrge  of 
rochets^  gat  Into  eonfusMMH  and  fied,  leavhig  the  British  masters  of  the  field. 
The  rapid  flight  of  the  encny,  and  his  knowledge  of  the  country,  preclodcd 
the  possibility  of  many  prisoners  being  taken,  more  partieulviy  as  the  troops 
bad,  during  the  day,  undergone  consiJcrabk-  fatig^iie. 

The  enemy's  army,  amounting  to  8  or  9000  men,  wiih  3  or  400  cavalry,  v  as 
under  the  command  of  General  WincUr,  bc-ing  formed  of  troops  dr.iua  fwm 
H-Ujmore  anil  Tinnsv  Ivanla.  His  anilltry,  ten  pieces  of  which  tcil  into  oar 
hand«,  was  co\iini.4iuied  by  Commodore  llaruty,  who  was  wounded  and  taken 
prisoner.  The  artillery  1  directed  U>  be  destroyed. 

Having  halted  the  army  for  n  abort  time,  t  determined  to  march  upon  Wash* 
cn^ott*  end  reached  that  city  at  eight  o'clock  thai  night.  Judging  it  of.conse* 
<yienoe  to  complete  the  destruction  of  the  public  buildings  with  the  least  pos- 
sible d«Iay,  so  thst  the  army  might  retire,  without  loss  of  time,  the  followin|; 
bttiUlinga  were  set  lire  to  and  consume.  The  Capitol,  includ.ng  the  Sc' 
natc  Houso-  and  House  of  Rerrescntativcs,  tlie  Arsenal,  ti.e  Dock  yard,  Tfea- 
stiry.  War  Office,  I'r^sulenl's  PaUce,  Kope-walk,  and  tlic  ^r^  al  I3rldg^e  across  the 
Potowmack:  in  the  duck-yard,  a  frifi^te  nearly  ready  to  be  Uunchedi  and  a  sloop 
of  war,  wtre  consumed.  Tlic  two  bridg-es  leading  to  Washing^n  over  the 
eastern  bninch  had  becu  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  who  apprehended  an  attack 
from  that  quarter.  The  object  of  thn  expedition  being  accomplished,  I  deter* 
mined*  belbre  any  greater  force  nf  the  enemy  could  be  assembled,  to  withdraw 
•       the  troops,  and  accordingly  commenced  retiring  on  the  night  of  the  25th. 

On  the  evening  of  the  29th  we  reached  Benedict,  atidreembaiked  the  follow- 
ing day.  In  the  performance  of  the  operation  I  have  detailed,  it  b  with  the 
utmost  satisfaction  1  observe  to  yoj^r  Lordship,  that  cheerfulneae  in  undei^in^ 
fati|*ue,  and  anxiety  for  the  aooompUshment  of  tiie  object,  were  conspicuous 
in  all  ranks. 

To  Sir  AleXdkiider  Cochrane  my  tliaitks  arc  dno  for  his  ready  compliance  with 
every  wish  coooecled  with  the  wclfi&re  of  the  troops  and  the  succes;>  of  the 
expedition. 

To  Rcar^ulmiral  Cockbum,  who  soggeated  the  attack  upon  Washingtun, 
and  who  accompanied  the  army,  1  confess  the  greatest  obligation  for  his  cor> 
dial  co*operatlon  and  advice. 
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BxivtKt  ^  a  LMr  from  Vice  admiral  Ute  kmuwaUt  Sif  JUtxmubr  Coclatma^  A1 
,  .  -  J9.t9J*  IF.  Croker,  E^q. 

Tmmmh  in  lAf  PaHuBnt,  Sept,  2$  IS^ 

Sir^I  have  the  honoiir  to  acquaint  yw,  for  tlMk.mlbnDatkMi  of  my  Locda 
Com  miss  ioncn  of  the  AdviraUy«  of  the  proceed iagi  of  bit  Majea^F^  com- 
bined sea  and  land  forces,  ainee  By  af  mat  with  the  fleet  vithm  the  cangs  of 
Virginia;  and  I  beg  Icarc  to  off^  my  congratulations  to  their  Lordships,  upoo 
the  successful  termitntion  of  an  expedition,  in  whicit  thr  whole  of  the  ene* 
my's  flotilH  under  (  in ino(! ore  Barney  has  been  c:\[)iuretl  or  destroyed  ; 
army,  thoupli  grcatlv  Mipenor  in  nuniLiev,  and  strongly  pc^slcd  with  cannon, 
defeated  at  HUdcriMbiirgli — tiic  city  of  W  ushingion  taken,  ihe  Capitol,  with  all 
|ba  public  buildings,  military  arsen:*!!*,  dock-yard,  and  the  rest  of  their  navtt 
eatablifhmenta.  toyeilier  jHth  a  mt  quantity  of  mmI  and  military  8toMa>  a 
Itigate  of  tbe  largest  clasa  raady  to  laiMob»  and  a  sloop  of  war  afloat*  eithar 
bkMtt  op  or  reikicad  to  aabeau 

Siicli  a  aeriei  of  aooeeasea  in  the  centre  of  the  enemy's  country,  surrounded 
kf  a  nomeroiis  population,  could  not  ho  aoquired  wiihoQt  loss,  and  we  have  to 
lament  the  fall  of  some  valuable  officers  and  men  ;  but  considerin.  «t*\  :i» 

ties  the  forecs  had  to  contend  with,  the  extreme  heat  of  the  dim  •  . 

coming  into  action  at  the  end  of  a  long  marcb^  our  casualties  are        '  J<i  ^ 
few. 

My  letter!*  of  the  llth  of  August  will  liavc  acquuiaicd  their  :  ...l'',  -i  i  • 
my  waiting  in  the  Chesapeak  for  the  arrival  of  Bear-admiral  Miic  jh.«,  with 
the  eaqjieditifli  from  BermucU. 

Th^  Rear-admiral  joined  me  on  the  17th*  and  aa  I 'had  gainei  iui  - 
from  Bear^idmiMl  Coekburot  whom  i  Ibond  in  the  IPatowmaeks  \\-  it  .r, 
dore  Barney  w  i  \  h  the  Baltimore  flotiUa  had  taken  abetter  at  the  he  ^  .  f    ^  >  . 
ttixentf  this  aflTordcd  a  pretext  for  ascending  that  Hrer  to  attack  hHi  r  *  *  i" 
source,  above  Fig  Point,  while  the  ultimate  destination  of  the  cor      o..  . 
n  :is  Washington,  should  it  be  found  that  the  attempt  mifu*      m         it'i  \ 
prospect  ol  success.    To  give  tJicir  Lordships  a  more  correct  idea       ■    j-'3f"  . 
of  attack,  I  send  a  sketch  of  the  country  upon  which  the  moYcmer     .  !  lh<»  i-. 
\-j  and  army  are  pourlraycd  ;  by  it  their  Ijordships  will  observe  tliat  tJie  be&t 
j^i  proach  to  Wasbingtou  is  by  Port  Tobacco  upon  the  Potowmack,  and  Bene- 
dict upon  the  Patoxent,  fkom  both  of  whith  are  direct  and  good  raada  to  that 
Olty,  and  their  distai^ces  nearly  alike  %  the  roads  from  Benedict  divide  ahooi  5 
miles  inland  s  the  one  by  Piaeeuway  and  Bladensbvrgh^  the  other  tbllewing  thje 
coitrao  of  the  river*  although  at  some  diatanee  from  it»  owing  to  the  creeks 
that  run  up  the.coontry ;  this  last  passet  through  the  towns  of  Nottingham 
snd  Mat  Iborough  to  Blndensburgb,  at  which  town  tbe  river  called  the  eastern 
branch,  that  bounds  ^Vashington  to  tbe  eastward,  is  fordahle,  and  the  distance 
is  about  fi^'e  miles.    There  are  two  bridg^cs  over  this  nver  at  the  city  ;  but  it 
was  uox.  to  be  expected  that  the  enemy  would  leave  them  accessible  to  an  jh<' 
vading  ;irmy. 

Previously  to  my  entering  the  Patuxcnt,  I  detached  Captain  Gordon  of  his 
Majesty's  >hip  Seahorse^  with  that  ship,  and  the  ships  and  bombs  namedjtn  the 
margin,*  up  the  Potowmack*  to  bombaid  A>rt  Washington,  (which  is  situated 

*  Eoiyalus,  Devartatiao*  JStni,  MeleoTt  Mantjf,  and  Brebua. 
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